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HAMILTON, (thb Right Honourable Sir) William, British ambassador at tho 
court of Naples, and celebrated for his patronage of the fine arts, and his inres- 
tigations on the subject of volcanoes, was born in 1730. Neither biographers 
nor contemporary periodical writers have furnished any account of his educatioi^ 
or early habits ; all that is commemorated regarding liiin previous to the com- * 
meiicement of his public life, is, that his family, a branch of the noble house of 
Hamilton, was in very reduced circumstances. He was in the most difficult of 
all situations — poor, highborn, and a Scotsman. 1 was condemned,’’ to use 
his own words, to make my way in the world, with an illustrious name and a 
thousand pounds.” Like many of his countrymen so situated, he had a choice 
betwixt senil-stnrvation in the army, and an affluent marriage — he prudently 
preferred the latter; and in 1755 he found himself most happily settled in life, 
with a young lady of beauty, connexions, amiable qualifications, and £5000 
a^year. It is very probable that Mr Hamilton spent his hours in philosophical 
ease, until his acquisition of that situation in which he afterwards distinguished 
himself. In 1764, he was appointed ambassador to the court of Naples, where 
he continued till the year 1800. If his appointment as a resident ambassador 
for so long a period, is to be considered as but a method of expressing in more 
consequential terms the employment of an agent for advancing the study of the 
arts, the person was well chosen for the purjiose, and the interests of the public 
were well attended to ; but if Mr Hamilton's claims to national respect are to 
be judged by his merely diplomatic duties*, the debt, in addition to the salary he 
received, will be very small. The reason why a permanent representative of 
the British government should have been found requisite in Sicily, is in reality 
one of those circumstances which a diplomatist only could explain. The fame ac- 
quired in other departments by the subject of our memoir, has prompted his 
biographers to drag to light his diplomatic exertions, yet, although nothing 
has been discovered which can throw a blot on his good name, the amount of 
service performed in thirty-six years is truly ludicrous. He entered into ex- 
planations with the marquis Taniicci, first minister of Sicily, regarding some im- 
proper expressions used by a gentleman of the press of the name of Torcia, in 
his ** Political Sketch of Europe,” He managed to keep his Sicilian majesty 
neuter durihg the American war. He acted with prudence during the f'nmily 
misunderstandings between Spain and Naples in 1784; and finally, he exerted 
himself in preventing any mischief from being perpetrated by “an eccentric 
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character among our nobility,” who had made attempts to give much trouble to 
prudent people^ by his conduct at Naples. But th% kingdom of the two Sicilies 
was but the shadow of a European power^ and was only regarded as it followed 
one or other of the great nations whose contests shook the world. It afforded 
in its active existence no arena for the statesman or the soldier. It was in the 
dust of buried ages that was hid beneath its soil that the active mind found em- 
ployment in that feeble kingdom, and these were the only objects worthy to ab- 
sorb the attention of the distinguished pemon whom we are commemorating. 

On his arrival at the interesting country of his mission, Mr Harniiton re- 
peatedly visited Vesuvius and Etna, and from a minute examination of the whole 
surrounding country, collected numerous important geological observations, 
which were from time to time, between the years 1766 and 1779, transmitted 
to the Hoy i'll Society, and afterwards made their appearance in the transactions 
of that body, and in the Annual Kegister, It was the design of Sir William 
Hamilton, to point out in these observations such evidence as might lead geolo- 
gists to a better comprehension of the influence of subten*aneous fires on the 
structure of the earth, and to display the first links of a chain of reasoning, 
which it was his hope future industry might make complete. It was his opinion 
that the land for many miles round Naples, was not, as it was generally sup- 
posed, a district of fruitful land, subject to the ravages of llame ; but a part of 
the surface of the globe which owed its very existence to the internal conflagra- 
tions by which it was shaken. In illustration of this he considered Etna to 
liave been formed by a series of eruptions, at protracted periods, as the smaller 
eminence of Monte Nuovo, near Puzzuoli, had been formed by one eruption of 
48 hours’ continuance. Among other minute circumstances, he discovered that 
the streets of Pompeii were paved with the lava of a former age, and that there 
was a deep stratum of lava and burnt matter under the fouiidatioiis of the town, 
showing that the earliest eruption of history was not the first of nature, and 
that the labours of man might have been more than once buried beneath such 
coverings. As illustrations of these valuable remarks, the author collected a 
magnificent assortment of the various descriptions of lava, which he lodged in 
our national museum, that naturalists might be able to trace a connexion be- 
twixt these immediate productions of the volcano, and otlier portions of the crust 
of the globe. These remarks w'erc afterwards digested and systematized, and 
produced, first Observations on mount Vesuvius, mount Etna, and other vol- 
canoes of the two tSicilies,” published in London in 1772. The next, a more 
aspiring work, was published at Naples in 1776, in two folio volumes, and cal- 
led “ Campi I'hlegi’aei, Observations on the Volcanoes of the two Sicilies, as they 
have been coiiimunicsited to the Iloyal Society of London, by Sir William Hamil- 
ton.” The numerous plates in this magnificent work of art, from views taken 
on the spot by Mr Valris, a British artist, are faintly engraved in little more 
than outline, and coloured with so much depth and truth, that they assume the 
appearance of original water-colour drawings of a very superior order. They 
are illustrative of his favourite theory, and represent those geological aspects of 
the country which he considered peculiarly applicable as illustrations. It is 
to be remarked, that neither in his communications to the Hoyal Society, nor in 
his larger works, does this author trace any complete exclusive system. He 
merely points out the facts on which others may work, acknowledging that he 
is disposed to pay more respect to the share which fire has had in the formation 
of the crust of the earth, than Bufibn and others are disposed to admit. ** By 
the help of drawings,” he says, “ in this new edition of my communications to 
the society, which so clearly point out the volcanic origin of this country, it 
IS to be hoped that farther discoveries of the same nature may be made, and 
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that subterraneouB fires Mill be allowed to have had a greater share in the for- 
mation of mountains, islands, and even tracts of land, than has hitherto been 
suspected.” Many men of eminence at that time visited Sir William Hamilton, 
and marked the progress of his discoveries, and among the rest Monsieur Saiis- 
sure, professor of natural history at Geneva, ivho accompanied him in his in- 
vestigations, and acceded to the arguments he derived from them. During the 
course of his communications to the Royal Society, it was the fortune of the au- 
thor to have an opportunity of witnessing Vesuvius in eruption. 

In October, 1767, occurred the eruption which is considered to have been the 
twenty-seventh from that which in the days of Titus destroyed Herculaneum and 
Fompei. The mountain was visited by Hamilton and a party of his friends during 
this interesting scene, which has afibrded material for one of the most graphic 
of his communications. Rut a grander scene of devastation attracted his atten- 
tion in October, 1779, when the unfortunate inhabitants of Ottaiano had reason 
to dread the fate described by Pliny. Of this memorable eruption our author 
transmitted an account to Sir Joseph Ranks, which he afterwards published as a 
supplement to his “ Campi Phlegraei.” 

Previously to the period of the last event we have mentioned, the subject of 
our memoir was connected with the preparation of another great work, for 
which the world has incurred to him a debt of gratitude. He had made a vast 
collection of Ktrusf^n antiquities — vases, statues, and fresco paintings, partly dug 
from the earth, and partly purchased from the museums of the decayed nobility, 
among which was that great collection now deposited in the Rritish museum,^ « 
which had belonged to the senatorial house of Porcinari. Of the most precious 
of these remains of antiquity, Hamilton allowed the adventurer D’Hancerviile, 
to publish illustrated plates, liberally allowing the artist to appropriate the whole 
profits of the work. ** Long since,’’ he says Mr Hamilton had taken pleasure 
in collecting those precious monuments, and had afterwards trusted them to him 
for publication, requiring only some elegance in the execution, and the con- 
dition, that the work should appear under the auspices of his Rritannic ma- 
jesty.” The work accordingly waS published at Naples, under the title of “ An- 
tiquites Etrusqiies, Greques, et Komaines.’’ The abbe Winckeltnan mentions, that 
two volumes of this work were published in 1765, and two others the year fol- 
lowing. Along with the author of a notice of Sir William Hamilton’s Life, 
which appeared in Raid win’s Literary Journal, we have been unable to discover 
a copy of the two former volumes of this work, or to find any reference to them 
on which we can repose trust, nor do we perceive that the two latter volumes 
bear the marks of being a continuation, and neither of the after editions of 
Paris, 1787, and Florence, 1801 and 1808, which might have informed us on 
this subject, are at present accessible to us. The two volumes we have men- 
tioned as having seen, contain general remarks on the subjects of the plates, in 
English and French, which both the imaginative matter, and the language, show 
to have been translated from the latter language into the former. 'J'he plates, 
by far the most valuable part of the work, introduced a new spirit into the 
depiction of the useful remains of antiquity, which enabled the artist who wished 
to imitate them, to have as correct an idea of the labours of the ancients, as if 
the originals were before him. The terra-cotta vases predominate ; some of 
these are votive ofierings — others have been adapted for use. A general view 
of the form of each is given, with a measurement, along with which there is a 
distinct fac-simile of the paintings which so frequently occur on these beautiful 
pieces of pottery ; the engraving is bold and accurate, and the colouring true 
to the originaL This work has been the means of adding the bold genius of 
classic taste to modern accuracy and skill in workmanship. From the painter 
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and itatuary, to the fabricator of the most grotesque drinking cup^ it has af- 
forded models to artists, and is confidently asserted to have gone &r in altering 
and improving the general taste of the age. During the exertions we have 
been commemorating, Hamilton was in the year 1779, created a knight of the 
Bath, a circumstance which will account for our sometimes varying his designa- 
tion, as the events mentioned happened previously to, or after his elevation. 
The retired philosophical habits of Sir William Hamilton prevented him in the 
earliest years of his mission from forming intimacies with persons similarly 
situated, and he lived a life of domestic privacy, study, and observation of na- 
ture. But fame soon forced friends on his retirement, and all the eminent per- 
sons who visited his interesting neighbourhood became his guests. One of his 
friends, the French ambassador at the court of Naples, has told us that he pro- 
tected the arts because the arts protected him, and enriched him. The motives 
of the characteristic may be doubted. A love of art fascinates even mercenary 
men into generosity, and the whole of Sir William Hamilton’s conduct shows a 
love of art, and a carelessness of personal profit by his knowledge, not often ex- 
hibited. Duclos, secretary of the French academy, on visiting Naples, has drawn 
an enthusiastic picture of the felicity then enjoyed by Sir William Hamilton — 
his lady and himself in the prime of life, his daughter just opening to woman- 
hood, beauty, and accomplishments ; the public respect paid to his merits, and 
the internal peace of his amiable family ; but this state of tilings was doomed to 
be sadly reversed. In 1775, Sir William lost his only daughter, and in 1789, 
^•^e had to deplore the death of a wife who had brought him competence and 
domestic peace. After an absence of twenty years, he revisited Britain in 1784. 
The purpose of this visit is whispered to have been that he might interfere with 
an intended marriage of his nephew, Mr (ureville, to Miss Kmma Hart. If such 
was his view, it was fulfilled in a rather unexpected manner. It is at all times 
painful to make written reference to those private vices, generally suspected and 
seldom proved, the allusion to which usually receives the name of ‘‘scandal;’’ 
but in the case of the second lady Hamilton, they have been so unhesitatingly 
and amply detailed by those who have chosen to rec4>rd such events, and so 
complacently received by the lady herself and her friends, that they must 
be considered matters of history, which no man will be found chivalrous 
, enough to contradict. This second 'i'heodosia passed the earlier part of her 
life in obscurity and great indigence, but soon showed that she had various ways 
in which she might make an independent livelihood. Some one who has 
written her memoirs, has given testimony to the rather doubtful circumstance, 
that her first act of infamy was the <x)nsec|uem*>e of charitable feeling, which 
prompted her to give her virtue in exchange for the release of a friend who 
had been impressed. Be this as it may, she afterwards discovered more profita- 
ble means of using her charms. At one time she was a comic actress — at 
another, under the protection of some generous man of fashion ; but her chief 
source of fame and emolument seems to have been her connexion with Romney 
and the other great artists of the day, to whom she seems to have furnished the 
models of more goddesses than classic poets ever invented. Mr Greviile, a man 
of accurate taste, had chosen her as his companion, and the same principles of 
correct judgment which regulated his choice probably suggested a transference 
of his charge to the care of Sir William Hamilton. His own good opinion of 
her merits, and the character she had received from his friend, prompted Sir 
William soon after to marry this woman, and she took the title of lady Hamilton 
in 1791. At that time both returned to Britain, where Sir William attempted 
in vain to procure for his fair but frail bride, an Introduction to the British 
court, which might authorize, according to royal etiquette, her presentation at 
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the eourt of Naples. But this latter was found not so difficult a barrier as that 
whidi it was considered necessary to surmount before attempting it The 
beauty and, perliaps, the engaging talents of lady Hamilton procured for her 
notoriety, and notoriety brings friends. She contrived to be essentially useful, 
and very agreeable, to the king and queen of the Sicilies ; and procured for 
herself their friendship, and for her husband additional honours. . Her connec- 
tion with lord Nelson, and the manner in which she did the state service, are too 
well known ; but justice, on passing speedily over the unwelcome subject, cannot 
help acknowledging that she seems here to have felt something like real attaish- 
inent. The latter days of this woman restored her to the gloom and obscurity 
of her origin. She made ineffectual attempts after the death of her husband to 
procure a pension from government. Probably urged by necessity, she insulted 
the ashes of the great departed, by publishing her correspondence with lord 
Nelson, followed by a denial of her accession to the act, which did not deceive 
the public. She died at Calais in February, 1815, in miserable obscurity and 
debt, without a friend to follow her to the grave, and those who took an interest 
in the youthful daughter of Nelson, with difficulty prevented her from being 
seized, according to a barbarous law, for the debts of her mother. 

But we return with pleasure to the more legitimate object of our details. 
There was one subject of importance on which some prejudices on the part of 
the Sicilian government, prevented Sir William Hamilton from acquiring that 
knowledge which he thought might be interesting and useful to his country. A 
chamber in the royal museum of Portici had been set aside for containing the > 
manuscripts, of which a small collection had been found in an edifice in i’om- 
peii ; and on the discovery that these calcined masses were genuine manuscripts 
of the days of Pliny, the greatest curiosity was manifested to acquire a knowledge 
of their contents. I'he government was assailed by strangers for the watchful- 
ness with w'hich these were kept from their view, and the little exertion which 
had been bestowed in divulging their contents : the latter accusation was perhaps 
scarcely just ; some venerable adherents of the church of Rome did not hesitate 
to spend months of their own labour, in exposing to the world the sentences 
which an ancient Homan had taken a few minutes to compose. The public were 
soon made sufficiently acquainted with the subject to be disappointed at the 
exposure of a few sentences of the vilest of scholastic stuff ; and the narrow-- 
mindedness of which Sir William Hamilton had to complain, has been since dis- 
continued, and England has had an opportunity of showing her skill in the art of 
unrolling papyrus. To acquire the information, for which he found the usual 
means unavailing, Sir William Hamilton entered into an agreement with father 
Anthony Piaggi, a Piarist monk, the most diligent of the decypherers, by which, 
in consideration of a salary of ^100, the latter was to furnish the former with a 
weekly sheet of original information, which, to avoid ministerial detection, was 
to be written in cipher. The contract seems to have been executed to the 
satisfaction of both parties, and Sir William procured for father Anthony an 
addition to bis salary, equal to the sum at which it was originally fixed ; and on 
the death of the father in 1798, he bequeathed all his manuscripts and papers to 
his patron. Sir William Hamilton, on his visit to Britain in 1791, was created 
a privy councillor. — The circumstances which in 1798 compelled him to accom- 
pany the Sicilian court to Palermo, are matter of history, and need not be here 
repeated. — In the year 1800, he left Sicily, and soon afterwards, accompanied 
by captain Leake, and lieutenant Hayes, undertook a journey through Egypt, 
visiting and describing with great minuteness the city of Thebes, and the other 
well-known parts of that interesting country. The notes collected by him on 
this occasion were published after his death in the year 1809, under the title 
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^ ^^gyptiaca, or Some Account of the Ancient and Modern State of E)gypt^ as 
obtained in the years 1801 and 1802, by William Hamilton, F. A. S.” — This 
work,” says the Edinburgh Review, will be found an excellent supplement to 
the more elaborate and costly work of Denon. His style is in general simple 
and unaffected ; and therefore, loses nothing, in our opinion, when compared 
with that of some of the travellers who have gone before him.” Sir William Hamil- 
ton died in April, 1803, in the 72nd year of his age. His death deprived the 
world of two great works which he hoped to have lived to prepare, on the subject 
of the museum of Portici. 

HAMILTON, William, a celebrated surgeon, and letsturer on anatomy and 
chemistry in the university of Glasgow. This meritorious individual was unfor- 
tunately cut off from the world loo early in life, and too suddenly, to be enabled 
to give to the world those works on his favourite science, on which he might 
have founded his fame, and the circle of his influence and renown was hardly so 
extensive as to attract the attention of posterity ; but a tribute to his memory, in 
tlie form of a memoir of his life, and remarks on his professional acquirements, 
read by his friend professor Cleghorn to the Royal Society of Edinburgh,^ and 
inserted in tlie transactions of that eminent body, justifies us in enumerating 
him among distinguished Scotsmen. William Hamilton w'as bom in Glasgow, 
on the 31st July, 1758. His father was Thomas Hamilton, a respectable sur- 
geon in Glasgow, and professor of anatomy and botany in that university ; and 
his mother, daugliter to Mr Anderson, professor of church history in the same 
/fnstitution. lie followed the usual course of instruction in the grammar school 
and college of his native city, from which latter he took the degree of master 
of arts in 1775, at the age of seventeen. Jleing supposed to show an early predi- 
lection for the medical profession, he proceeded to Edinburgh, then at the height of 
its fame as a school for that science, where he studied under Cullen and Black, 
the early friends of his father. The bad health of his father recalled the young 
physician after two sessions spent in Edinburgh, and both proceeded on a tour 
to Oath, and thence to London, where Rie son was left to pursue his studies, 
with such an introduction to the notify of Dr William Hunter, as a schoolfellow 
acquaintanceship between his father and tliat distinguished man warranted. 
The prudence, carefulness, and regularity of the young man’s conduct, while 
surrounded by the splendour and temptation of the metropolis, have been com- 
mended by his friends ; these praisewoithy qualities, joined to a quick percep- 
tion on professional subjects, and an anxiety to perfect himself in tliat branch 
of his profession which calls for the greatest zeal and enthusiasm on tlie part of 
the medical student, attracted the attention of his observing friend. He was 
requested to take up his residence in Dr Hunter’s house, and hiially was trusted 
with the important charge of the dissecting room, a valuable, and probably a 
delightful duty. He seems to have secured the good opinion he had gained, 
by his performance of this arduous and important function. 1 see and hear 
much of him,” says Dr Hunter, in his correspondence with the young man’s 
lather, “ and every body regards him as sensible, diligent, sober, and of amiable 
dispositions.” — “ From being a favourite with every body, he has commanded 
every opportunity for improvement, which this great town afforded, during his 
stay here ; for every body has been eager to oblige and encourage him. 1 can 
depend so much on him, in every way, that if any opportunity should offer of 
serving him, whatever may be in my power, 1 shall consider as doing a real 
pleasure to myself.” Such were the cliaracter and prospects of one, who, it 
is to be fcaredy was then nourishing by too intense study the seeds of dissolution 
in a naturally feeble constitution. Soon after, the father’s state of health 

' Vol. iv. p. 35, ruiuf 6tli November, 1792. 
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::imp6rioiisly requiring an assistant in his lectures, the son undertook that duty, 
1761, on his father’s final resignation, was nominated his successor, a 
; eiir^j^stance which enabled his kind friend Dr Hunter to fulfill his former 
by Stating to the marquis of Graham, that he considered it the in- 
I terMt of Glasgow to give him, rather than his to solicit the appointment’’ The 
’ father died in 1782, and the son was then left the successor to his lucrative and 
extensive practice, in addition to the duties of the university. During the short 
^period of his |njoyinent of these desirable situations, he received from the 
poorer people of Glasgow, the character, seldom improperly bestowed, of ex- 
tending to them the assistance, which a physician of talent can so well bestow, 
lie kept for the purpose of his lectures, and for his own improvement, a regular 
note-book of cases, which he suiiiiiied up in a tabular digest at the termination 
of each year. Of these notes, he had before his death commenced such an ar- 
rangement as would enable him to form from them a system of surgery which 
he intended to have published. Some extracts from this collection are pre- 
served by the biographer we have mentioned, as characteristics of the style of 
his composition, and the extent of his observation. In 1783, he married Miss 
Elizabeth Stirling, a lady accomplished, and of good connexions in Glasgow. 
Within a very few years after this event, the marked decay of his constitution 
alarmed his friends, and his knowledge as a physician enabled him to assure 
himself that death was steadily approaching. He died on the 13 th day of 
Marcli, 1790, in the 32d year of his age. Few, even of those who have de- 
parted in the pride of life — in the enjoyment of talents, hopes, and prosperity, 
seem to have caused greater regret, and it cannot be doubted that it was de- 
served. His manner as a public instructor is thus described by Mr Cleghurn : 
“ As a lecturer, his manner was remarkably free from pomp and affectation. 
His language was simple and perspicuous, but so artless, that it appeared flat to 
those who place the beauty of language in the intricacy of arrangement, or the 
abundance of figures. His manner of speaking corresponded with his style, 
and was such as might appear uninteresting to those who think it impossible to 
bo eloquent without violent gestures, and frequent variations of tone. lie used 
nearly the tone of ordinary conversation, ns his preceptor Dr Hunter did before 
him, aiming at perspicuity only, and trusting for attention to the importance of 
tile subjects he treated.” 

HAMILTON, W 11 J.IAM, of ilangour, a poet of considerable merit, was tlie 
second son of James Hamilton, Esq. of Dangour, advocate, and was hiprn at 
Ilangour in 1704. He was descended from the Hamiltons of Little Eariiock 
in Ayrshire ; his great-grandfather James Hamilton, (second son of John Hamil- 
ton of Little Earnock,) being the founder of the family of Bangour. On the 
death of his brother (who married Elizabeth Dalrymple) without issue, in 
1750, the subject of this memoir succeeded to the estate. Born in 
elevated circumstances and in polished society, Mr Hamilton received all 
the accomplishmenls which a liberal education, with these advantages, could 
afford ; and although exposed, as all young persons of his rank usually are, to 
the light dissipations of gay life, he resisted every temptation, and in a great 
measure dedicated his time to the improvement of his mind. The state of his 
health, which was always delicate, and his natural temperament, leading him to 
prefer privacy and study to mixing frequently in society, he early accjuired a 
taste for literature, and he soon obtained a thorough and extensive acquaintance 
with the best authors, ancient and modern. The leaning of his mind was towards 
poetry, and he early composed many pieces of distinguished merit. £nc',oiiragcd 
by the approbation of his friends, as well as conscious of his own powers, he was 
easily induced to persevere in the cultivation of his poetic powers. Many of his 
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songi breathe the true spirit of Scottish melody, especially his far*famed ** 
of Yarrow.” 

Thus in calm retireiqent, and in the pursuit of knowledge, his life mig^ 
passed serenely, undisturbed by the calls of ambition or the toils and all 
war, had it not been for the ill-judged but chivalrous attempt of an advent 
prince to recover the throne of his ancestors from what was considered the grasp 
of an usurper. At the commencement of the insurrection of 1745, Mr Hamil- 
ton, undeterred by the attainder and exile of his brother-itpaw the earl of 
Carnwath,* for his share in the rebellion in 1715, took the side 'Which all brave 
and generous men of a certain class in those days were apt to take ; he joined 
the standard of prince Charles, and celebrated his ilrst success at Prestonpans in 
the well-known Jacobite ode of Cladsmuir.” ^fter the battle of Culloden, so. 
disastrous to the prince and his followers, he fled to the mountain and the 
and there for a time, endured much wandering and many hardships. Finally 
however, he succeeded, with some others in the same proscribed situation, 
escaping into France. 13ut his exile was short. He had many friends 
admirers among the adherents of king (ieorge, and through their intercession 
his pardon was speedily procured from government. He accordingly returned, 
home, and resumed possession of his paternal estate. His health, however, at all 
times w'eak, by the hardships he had endured, as well as from his anxiety of 
mind, had now become doubly so, and required the benefit of a warmer climate. 
He therefore soon afterwards returned to the continent, and lor the latter years, 
,jOf his life, took up his residence at Lyons, where a slow consumption crarried 
him off, on the 25lh March, 1754, in the fiftieth year of his age. His corpse 
was brought to Scotland, and inten*ed in the Abbey church of llolyrood. 

Mr Hamilton was twice married, into families of distinction, and by his first 
lady, a daughter of Sir Janies Hall of Dunglass, baronet, he had issue one son, 
James, who succeeded him. 

Though Mr Haniiltoifs works do not place him among the highest class of 
Scottish poets, he is fully entitled to rank among those of a secondary order. 
What was much in his favour, certainly not in furlherance of his facility of com- 
position, but as an advantage to liis fame, is, that for a whole century previous 
to the time he began to write, few names of any consequence were known in 
Scottish poetry. From 1615 till 1715 no poet of any note — except only Drum- 
mond and Stirling — had appeared. 

Frcdb the (lays of Uui^hanan, the only other poets we could then boast of, 
following the example of that leading intellect, had composed in a language | 
utterly opposite to their own, in construction, copiousness, and facility — we mean 
the Latin : and inferior poets as well as inferior scholars to Hamilton, in com- 
pliment to the reigning fashion, continued to use that didactic and difficult lan- 
guage for the expression of their sentiments. Hamilton, therefore, had much 
to overcome in entering the lists as an original writer in his own language, the 
elegance, the purity, and the freedom, though perhaps not the force nor the 
energy, of which he understood so well. He was convinced that the greater part, if 
not the whole, of those authors who preferred composing in a dead language would 
be utterly unknown to posterity, except perhaps to a few of the literati and the 
learned. But at the dawn of the eighteenth century the scholastic spell was at , 
length broken, and Hamilton and Ramsay were among the first who gave utter- ' 
ance to tVieir feelings, the one in English and the other in his native Scxittish 
dialect ; and this perhaps, even to the present day constitutes the principal cause 
of their fame. It may safely be asserted that in the works of Hamilton and Ram- 
say there is more genuine poetry, than in the works of the whole century 
* The earl married, as his third wife, Margaret, the poet’s sister. 
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l4tin poets who preceded them ; though this may be denied by those classic 
gjfieaden^ who are still in the liabit of poring into the lucubrations of those authors, 
iliie greater part of whom have long ceased to be known to the general reader, 
while the works of Hamilton and Kanisay are still read and admired. 

Mr Hamilton’s poems were first published by Foulis, at Glasgow, in 1748, 
ISmo/nnd afterwards reprinted ; but this volume was a pirated publication, and 
•appeared not only without his name, but without his consent, and even without his 
knowledge; and as might have been expected, it abounded in errors. He 
was then abroad, and it was thought the appearance of that collection would have 
produced from him a more perfect edition : but though on his return he cor- 
rected many errors, and considercably enlarged some of the poems, he did not 
live to furnish a new and complete edition. It remained therefore for his friends, 
after his death, to publish from his original manuscripts the first genuine and 
correct collection of his works. It appeared in one volume small 8vo, at Kdin- 
burgh, in 1760, with ahead by Strange, who had been a tellow adventurer with 
him in the cause of prince Charles. * 

This volume did not at first attract any particular notice, and his poems were 
rapidly fading from public remembrance, when an attempt was made by the late 
professor llicliardson of Glasgow, to direct tbe attention of the public to his 
merits. In a very able criticism from the pen of that gentleman which appeared 
in the Lounger, among other observations no less just, the following formed one 
of his principal remarks : The poems of Hamilton display regular design, just 
sentiments, fanciful invention, pleasing sensibility, elegant diction, and smooili 
versification.” ]>1r llichardson then enters into an analysis of Humillon’s prin- 
cipal poem of Contemplation,” or “ the Triumpli of Love.” He descants 
chiefly on the quality of fanciful invention, as being the principal charac^teristic 
of poetical composition. He says that Mr Hamilton’s imagination is employed 
among beautiful and engaging, rather than among awful and magnificent images, 
and even when he presents us with dignified objects, he is more grave than 
lofty, more solemn than sublime.” — It is not asserted,” continues Mr Kichard- 
son, in illusU'ating tbe * pleasing sensibility’ he ascribes to Hamilton, “ that he 
displays those vehement tumults and ecstasies of passion that belong to the higher 
kind of lyric: and dramatic composition. He is not shaken with excessive rage, 
nor melted with overwhelming sorrow ; yet when he treats of grave or afieciing 
subjects, he expresses a plaintive and engaging softness. He is never violent 
and abrupt, and is more tender than pathetic. Perhaps ‘ 3V/c Braes of Yarrow^ 
one of the finest ballads ever written, may put in a claim to superior distinction. 
But even with this exception, I should think our poet more remarkable for 
engaging tenderness than for deep and affecting pathos. In like manner, when 
he expresses the joyful sentiments, or describes scenes and objects of festivity, 
which he does very often, he displays good humour and easy cheerfulness, ratlier 
than the transports of mirth or the brilliancy of wit.” 

Mr Kicbardsoii, in illustration of these characteristics, quotes some passages 
which conveys the most favourable impression of Mr Hamilton’s poetical powers. 

Mr McKenzie, the ingenious editor of the Lounger, enforced the judgment 
pronounced by Mr llichardson, in a note, in w1iic:h he not only fully agrees with 
him, but even goes farther in Mr Hamilton’s pmise. Lord Woodliouseloe was 
also among the first to acknowledge his excellence and vindimte his fame. He 
thus speaks of Mr Hamilton in his life of lord Karnes, Mr Hamilton’s mind 
is pictured in his verses. They are the easy and careless effusions of an elegant 
fiiUcy, and a chastened taste ; and tlie sentiments they convey are the genuine 
ii^elings of a tender and susceptible heart, whif:h perpetually owned the dominion 
of some favourite mistress ; but whose passion generally evaporated in song, and 

111 . JB 
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made no serious or permanent impression. His poems had an additional charm 
to his contemporaries, from being commonly addressed to his familiar friends of 
either sex, by name. There are few minds insensible to tlie soothing flattery of 
a poet’s record,” 

These authorities in Hamilton’s favour are high and powerful, and it might 
hare been expected that, with his own merits, they might have obtained for him 
a greater share of popularity than has fallen to his lot : but notwithstanding 
these and other no less favourable testimonies, the altention of the public was 
never steadily fixed upon his works. And although they have been inserted 
ill Johnson and Chalmers’ edition of the Knglish poets, there has been no demand 
for a separate edition ; nor is Hamilton among those writers, wiiom we often 
hear quoted by the learned or the gay. 

As a first adventurer in English literature, rejecting altogether the scholastic 
school of poetry, Jlr Hamilton must be allowed to have obtained no tirdinury suc> 
cess. In liis language he shous nearly all the purity of a native ; his diction is vari- 
ous and powerful, and his versification hut rarely tainted with provincial errors. 
He delights indeed in a class of words, nhich though not rejected by tlic best 
lilnglish writers, liave a certain insipidity which only a refined luiglish ear, pur« 
haps, can perceive ; sucli as beauteous^ dtdeouit^ and even melancholicms ! 

The same peculiarity may be remarked of most of the early Scottish v\ritera in 
the English language. In Thomson it is particularly observable. Wc also some- 
times meet in flamilton with false cpiantities ; but they seem oflener to proceed 
from making a I’rocrustian of a poetic license, than from ignoraiu’-e or inadver- 
tence, as ill tbc following verse : 

WlieivVr the bpaiilcous h<‘art-rcmi|>» 11( r 
She scjtllors w'ido perdition uIJ around : 

* Blesit with celestial foriii, and down’d with lo\(", 

No single breast is rrf radon/ found.” 

If he had made the ** refractory ” precede the ‘‘ is,” so as to have rendered 
the latter the penultimate in this line, the euphony and tlie rhythm v\ould have 
been complete : but in liis days, we believe, tliis word was accented im the first 
syllable. 

Lord Woodliousolee calls Hainiitvui’s poems the “ easy and carelesa efliisions 
of an elegant fancy, and acluisteiied taste.” lhisd»>es not quite agree v\itb the 
“ regular dealgn^'" wbiidi Kiebardson dist:overs in them ; nor indeed with uhat 
his lordship himself tells us elsewhere, that it appears from I Hamilton’s letters 
that he <M)mmuni(%ated his poems to his friends for their crjtic.'il remarks, and v\as 
easily induced to alter or amend them by llieir advice. “ ('onteiiiplalion,’’ for 
instance, be sent to Mr Home (lord Kaiiies), with vHiom he lived in the closest 
habits of friendshi]!, who suggested some alterations, v\hicli were thus acknow- 
ledged in a letter from Hamilton, dated July, : “1 have made the coirec- 
tions on the moral part of ' Contemplation,’ and in a post 1 will send it to 
AVill Crawford, wlio has the rest.” Mr Haiiiillon had evidently too passionate a 
devotion to the muses, to be careless of his attentions to them. 'The writing of 
poetry, indeed, seems to have formed the chief business of his life. Almost the 
whole of his poems arc of an amatory cast ; and even in his more serious pieces, 
a tone of love, like a thread of silver, runs through them. It would seem, how- 
ever, that to him love, with all its pangs, was only a poet’s dream. Perhaps the 
following is the best illustration of the ca^pric,e and inconstancy of his allection. 
In a letter to Mr Home, dattul September, 174S, in answer to one from that . 
gentleman regarding some remarks on Horace, of the same tenor, it would • 
appear, as those which lie afterwards puldished in his Elements ol (hiticism, Mr 
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Hamilton after alluding to these remarks thus questions himself: Why don’t 1 
rest contented ivith the small, perhaps, but sincere portion of that happiness 
furnished me by my -poetry ^ and a few friends ? Why concern myself please 
Jeanie Stewart, or vex myself about that happier man, to whom the lottery of 
life may have assigned her. Qjtd fit, Maecenas, qui fit f Whence conies it. Alas 
whence indeed.!* 

‘ Too long by love, a wandering fire, misled, 

My better days In vain delusion fled : 

Day after day, year after year, withdrew, 

And beauty blest tlie minutes as they flew ; 

Those hours cxinsumed in joy, but lost to fame. 

With blushes 1 review, but dare not blame •, 

A fault w'liieh easy parilori inigJil reeeivc, 

Did lovers judge, or could the wise forgive : 

Hut non to wisdom’s healing sfirings I fly, 

And drink oblivion of each charmful eye: 

To love revolted, quit each pleasing care, 

Whale’er Avas witty, or whute’i-r vva^^ fair.’ 

1 am yours, 6cC.” 

'file .leaiiie Stewart” above alluded to complained to Mr Home, that she 
was teased with Mr Hamilton's continually dangling after her. She was con- 
vinced, she said, that his attentions to her had no serious aim, and she hinted an 
earnest wish to get rid of him. You arc his friend,” she added, ‘‘ tell him he 
exposes both himself and me to the ridicule of our {icquaintance.” — “No, madam,” 
said Mr Home, wlio knew how to appreciate the fervour of 3Tr Hamilton’s pas- 
sion, you shall accomplish his cure yourself, and by the simplest method. 
Dance with him to-night «al tlie assembly, and show him every mark of your 
kindness, as if you believed bis passion sincere, and bad resolved to favour bis 
suit. Take niy word for it, you’ll hear no more of him.” The lady adopted 
the counsel, and slic had no reason to complain of the success of tlie experi- 
meiit.’ 

In poetry, however, no one could paint a warmer love, or breathe a fiercer 
flame. In some rather conceited lines, “ upon hearing his picture was in a 
lady’s breast,” he chides it for 

Ki {grossing all that beauteous heaven, 

That Chloe, lavish maid, lias given 

And tbeii passionately exclaims, that, if he were the lord of that bosom — 

I'd be n miser too, nor give 
An alms to keep a god alive ^ 

A noble burst of fancy and enthusiasm ! A most expressive image of the bound- 
less avarice of love. 

Of Mr Hamilton’s poems not devoted to love, the most deserving of notice is 
“ The Episode of the Thistle,” which appears intended as part of a larger work 
never completed, called “ The Mowers.” It is an ingenious attempt, by a well 
devised fable, to account for the selection of the thistle, as the national emblem 
of Scotland. The blank verse which he has chosen for this uncomplete poem, 
does not seem to have been altogether adapted to his powers ; yet, on reading 

' “ Bonnie Jennie Stewart of Torsonce,” as she was liere fully described in ordinary par- 
lance, married the earl of DuridonakI, and w;is mother of llie late ingenious earl, m disting uislitd 
by ills seienti fie investigations, and bv the geiieralh uiifortumile tenor of his life. 



12 


HAMILTON. 


the piece, we were equally surprised and pleased with the felicity and modulation 
of its language. 

The only poem which Mr Hamilton wrote in his native dialect was the 
** Braes of Yarrow,” which has been almost universally acknowledged to be one 
of the finest ballads ever writtef). But Mr Pinkerton, whose opinion of the 
ancient ballad poetry of Scotland has always had considerable weight, has pass- 
ed a difierent judgment on it. “ It is,” says he, “ in very bad taste, and quite 
unlike the ancient Scottish manner, being even inferior to the poorest of the 
old ballads with this title. His repeated words and lines causing an eternal 
jingle, his confused narration and afiected pathos, throw this piece among the 
rubbish of poetry.” The jingle and afiected pathos of which he complains are 
sometimes indeed sickening. 

<*Laiig maun she weep, larig maun she, maun she weep, 

Lang maun she weep with dulc and sorro\^,” &c. 

Then build, then build, ye sisters, sisters sad. 

Ye sisters s:id, his tomb with sorrow,” &e. 

On the other hand, the isolated condemnation of Mr I’inkerton must be al- 
lowed to have little weight against the interest with which this poem has so sig. 
nally impressed Mr Wordsworth, as appears from his beautiful poems of ** Yar- 
row Uiivisited ” and ‘‘ Yarrow Visited.” 

There exists in manuscript another fragmentary poem by Mr Hamilton, 
called the Maid of Gallowshiels.” It is an epic of the heroi-coiiiic kind, 
intended to celebrate the contest between a piper and a fiddler for the fair 
Maid of Gallowshiels. Mr Hamilton had evidently designed to extend it to 
twelve books, but has only completed the first and a portion of the second. 
Dr Leyden, who owns himself indebted to the friendship of Dr Robert Ander- 
son for his knowledge of this MS., gives the following account of it in his 
preface to the Complaynt of Scotland.” ** In the first (book) the fiddler chal- 
lenges the piper to a trial of musical skill, and proposes that the maid herself 
should be the umpire of the contest. 

* Sole in her brenst, the favourite he shall reign 
Whose hand shall sweetest »'»'ake the warbled strain ; 

And if to me th’ ill-fated piper yield, 

As sure I trust, tliis well-contested field ; 

High in the sacred dome his pipes Til raise, 

The trophy of my feme to after days ; 

That all may know, as they the pipes survey. 

The fiddler’s deed, and this tlic signal day. 

All Gallowshiels the darling challenge heard, 

Full blank they stood, and for their piper fear’d : 

Fearless alone he rose in open view, 

And in the midst his sounding bagpipe threw. ’ 

‘‘ TTie history of the two heroes is related with various episodes ; and the 
piper deduces his origin from Colin of Gallowshiels, who bore the identical bag- 
pipe at the battle of Harlaw, with which his descendant resolves to maintain the 
glory of the piper race. The second book, the subject of which is the trial of 
skill, commences with the following exquisite description of the bagpipe : 

* Now, In his artful hand the bagpipe held, 

Elate, the piper wide surveys the field ; 

O’er all he throws his quick-discerning eyes. 

And views their hopes and fears alternate rise ; 
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Old Glenderule, in Gallowshiels long fam’d 
For works of skill, this perfect wonder fram’d ; 

His shining steel first lopp’d, with dexterous toil. 

From a tali spreading elm the branchy spoil ; 

The clouded wood, he next divides in twain. 

And smoothes them equal to an oval plain ; 

Six leatlier folds in still connected rows 
To either plank conform’d, the sides compose ; 

The wimble perforates the base with care, 

A destin’d passage opening to the air ; 

But once inclosed within the narrow space. 

The opposing valve forbids the backward race ; 

Fast to the swelling bag, two reeds combin’d, 

Receive the blasts of the melodious wind ; 

Round from the twining loom, with skill divine, 

Kmbost, the joints in silver circles shine ; 

In secret prison pent, the accents lie. 

Untill his arm the lab’ring artist ply : 

'J’hen, duteous, they forsake tlieir dark abode. 

Felons no more, and wing a sepanitc road ; 

Those up%vard through the narrow channel glide, 

In ways unseen, a solemn murmuring tide : 

Tliose through the narrow part tlieir journey bend, 

Of sweeter sort, and to the eartli descend ; 

O’er the small pipe at equal distance lie, 
lOiglit shining holes, o’er which his fingers fly ; 

From side to side the aerial spirit bounds, 

The flying fliigcrs form the passing sounds. 

That, issuing gently through cadi polish’d door. 

Mix with the common air, and diarm no more.’ 

This poem, however, does not seem ever to have been corrected, and the 
extracts we have given ai’e from the first rude draft of it. It would be unfair, 
therefore, to consider it as a test of Mr Hamilton’s powers, though had lie lived 
to complete it, we do not doubt, from the germs of excellence it evinces, but 
that it would have been a fitter criterion than any other of his works.” 

Mr Hamilton’s poems, notwithstanding the melody of his niiinbers and the 
gayety of his fancy, bear all the marks of studious productions ; and the ease 
whch they undoubtedly possess, is tlie ease resulting from elaboration and 
art To this, in a great measure, his circumstantiality of painting is to be attri- 
buted. 

The measure which Mr Hamilton was most partial to, is the octo-st/Uabic ; and 
certainly this being the smoothest and most euphonious, it best suited the refine- 
ment of his mind. He sometimes, however, attempted the decasyllabic measure ; 
but here, as in his soaring to a greater height in his subjects, he did nut 
succeed so well. His blank verse, like his conception, is without grandeur — 
without ease — without dignity : it is surcharged, rugged, and verbose. Of this 
he was himself aware, for lie seldom attempted to clothe his sentiments in the 
style which was perfected by Milton and Shakspeare. 

Mr Hamilton’s amatory poetry abounds with quaint conceits,” and pleasing 
fancies : for example, in dedicating Contemplation” to a young lady, speaking 
of the efiects of unsuccessful love, he says, 

** Gloomy and dark the prospect round appears *, 

Doubt b spring from doubts, and fears engender fears, 
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Hope after hope goes out in endless night, 

And all is anguish, torture, and affright. 

Oh ! beauteous friend, a gentler &to be thine ; 

Still may thy star with mildest influence shine ; 

May heaven surround thee with peculiar care, 

And make thee happy, as it made tliee fair.” 

Again, speaking of niulual adection, lie calls it 

** A mutual warmth that glows from breast to bn>:isl, 

Who loving is Iwlov’d, and blessing bJest.” 

<^aii any thing be finer lliaii flie following couplet, with which lie eoncludcs an 
ardent aspiration for her happiness ! Such,” he says, “ be tby happy lot,” is 
the fond wish of liiin. 

Whose faithful muse inspir'd the pious prau'i, 

And wearied heaven to keep tlice in its can;.” 

The jioein of ‘‘ Contemplation” itself is full of beauties. Among bis odes 
there is one to fancy,’' in which his lively imagination and exquisite delicacy 
of sentiment, shine out to the greatest advantage. His descriptions of female 
loveliness are worthy of the subject — they are characterized !>y sweetness, 
heauly, and truth. What can surpass this image ? 

“Her soul, Jiwak’ning every grace, 

Is all abroad upon her face \ 

In hlooiii of >outh still to survive, 

All charms are there, and all alive.” 

And in recording in liis verses the name and tlie beauty of another of his mis* 
tresses, he says that “ his song ” will make her live beyond the grave 

“ Tlius Hume sliall unborn licarts engage, 

Her smile shall warm aiiotlier age.” 

Ihit with all this praise of his quieter and more engaging style, we must admit 
that his poems, even the most perfect, abound in errors. Many of his questions 
are verj strange, nay some of them ludicrous : 

“ Ah I when we see the ImuI pref err’d. 

Was it eternal justice err’d.” 

“ Or when tlic good could not prevail, 

J low could almighty prowess liiil ?’’ 

“ When time situll let his curtain fall, 

.Must dreary notliing swallow all ?” 

Must we the unfinish’d piece deplore, 

Ere half the pompous piece be o’er.” 

What is the meaning of these questions, or have they any ? 

Mr Hamilton's coiTespoiidence with his friends was varied and extensive, 
l>iit seldom very important. He wrote for writing’s sake, and his letters, there- 
iore, are just so many little pieees of friendly gossip; Of those poets who were 
his contemporaries, or who iiuiiiediateJy succeeded him, some have taken notice 
of him ill their works. The most distinguished of those is the unfortunate Fer- 
gussoii, who in his Hanie Content,” thus alludes to Hamilton on liis death ; 

“ O Hangour! now the hills and dales, 

Nac mail' £^iu bach Uii tendci talcs*, 
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The birks on Yarrow now deplore. 

Thy mournful muse has left the shore ; 

Near what bright bum, or chrystal spring, 

Did you your winsome whistle hing ? 

The Muse shall there, wi’ wat’ry e’e, 

Gic the dank swaird a tear for thee ; 

And Yarrow’s genius, dowy diime ! 

Shall there forget her bluod^stain’d stream, 

On thy sad grave to seek repose, 

Wha mourn’d her Cite, csondord her woes.” 

Mr llaiiiiiton of Bangour is sometimes mistaken for and identified uitli 
another poet of the same name, William Hamilton of Gilbertfield in Lanark- 
shire, a lieutenant in the navy, who was the friend and correspondent of Allan 
Ramsay, and the modernizer of Rliiid Harry’s poem of Wallace. 'J'he composi- 
tions of this gentleman display mmdi beauty, simplicity, and sweetness; but^^il 
is neither so well known, nor entitled to bo so, as tlie “ Bard of Yarrow.” 

Mr Hamilton’s private virtues were no less eminent than his poetical abilities, 
llis piety, though fervent, was of that quiet and subdued cast that does good 
by stealtli, and blushes to find it fame.” His manners were accomplisiied — in- 
deed so much so, as to earn for him the title of the elegant and amiable Wil- 
liam Hamilton of Baiigour.” ^ 

IIAKT, Andrew, deserves a place in this record, as one of the most distin- 
guished of our early typographers. He fiourished in the reign of James VI. 
I’revious to Hi 00, he was in the habit of importing books from abroad ; he was 
at this time exclusively a bookseller. Kroiii a mere bookseller he seems t(» 
have gradually become a publislicr : several books Avere ]>rintcd in 1 lolland 
•'•bout the years 1000 and 1001, ‘‘at his expense.” Finally, he added the 
business of printing to his other dealings. The produt‘,tions of his press specify 
that his shop avus in the High Street of Fdiiiburgh, on the north side, opposite the 
cross ; being, by a strange chance, the identic«al spot, from wliich Mr Archibald 
Constable, two hundred years after, issued so many noble efforts of Scottish 
genius, ilart’s edition of the Bible, 1610, has always been admired for its fine 
typography. He also published a Avell-know'n edition of Barbour’s Bruce. In 
addition td all cfc^icr claims upon our praise. Hart was a Avorthy man. He died 
in a good old age, December, 1021, as Ave learn from a notice in Boyd of 
Trochrig’s Obituary, quoted below. 

HENRY, the minstrel, more commonly styled Blind Habrt, Avas a wandering 
poet of the fifteenth century, Avho Avrote a Avell-knoAvn narrative of the life of 
Sir William Wallace. 

Tlie character of a Avandering bard or minstrel was in early ages highly 
valued and lionoured, allhougb at a late period it fell into discredit. Henry 
THE Minstrel, or Blind Harrt, had not the fortune to live during the sunshine 
of his profession ; for in the Scottish laws of his OAvn time, we find bardft classed 
Avith “ vagaboiidis, fuilis, and sic like idill peopill but tlie misfortune of his 
blindness, and the unquestionable excellence of his talents, Avould in all proba- 
bility secure to him a degree of respect and attention Avhich was not then gener- 
ally bestowed on individuals of his class. Indeed, Ave learn from Major, that 
the most exalted in the land countenanced the minstrel, and that he recited his 

^ A manuscript, coiituining many poems by Hamilton which never saw the light, was in 
the possession of the lute George Chalmers, Ksq. autlior of “ Caletloriia.” A list of them is 

S iven in the transactions of the Antiquarian Society of Scotland, vol. iii., where a portrait of 
Ir Hamilton lias also beiTi given. 

* Le moy do Dec. 1621, mourut a Kdiii. le bon Iiomme, AndrcAv Hart, impremeur et 
libraire; decide en bonne veillesse; homme do bien ut nutre ancicn am a. 
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poetical narratives before them. Major is the only writer from whom any 
information regarding Blind Harry is derived, and the meagreness of that Infor- 
mation may be judged of, when it is known, that the whole is comprised In the 
following brief sentence. ** Integrum librum Gullielmi Yallacei Henricus, a 
nativitate luminibus captus, meae infantise tempore cudit ; et quae vulgo diceban- 
tur, carmine vulgari, in quo peritus erat, conscripsit ; (ego autem talibus scriptis 
solum in parte ddem impertior ;) qui historiarum recitatioiie coram principibus 
victum et vestitiim quo dignus erat nactus est.^’^ — Henry, who was blind from 
his birth, in the time of my infancy, composed the whole book of William Wal’- 
lace ; and committed to writing in vulgar poetry, in which he was well skilled, 
the things tliat were commonly related of him. For my own part, 1 give only 
partial credit to writings of this description. By the recitation of these, how- 
ever, in the presence of men of the highest rank, he procured, as ho indeed 

erved, food and raiment.” 

Brief, however, as this passage is, we gather from it the principal points of 
Henry’s life — namely, that he was born blind — ^that he was well skilled in ver- 
nacular poetry — that he composed the book of William Wallace — and that by 
reciting it he procured food and raiment. The passage, also, is the only source 
from which we can learn the date of the poem or the period when its author 
flourished. Major was born in the year 1469, and as he says that the book of 
William Wallace was composed in his infancy. Blind Harry must have lived 
about that time, aiid the date of this work may be placed between 1470 and 
1460. I|llore than this, regarding the l>iography of a once popular poet, a 
one wjiose name is still familiar in the mouths of his countrymen, cannot 
ascertained. Of the book itself;. a few observations may be taken. 

** That a man,” says Mr Ellis,^ born ilind should excel in any science is 
extraordinary, though by no means without example : but that he should become 
an excellent poet is almost miraculous ; because the soul of poetry is description. 
Perhaps, therefore, it may be easily assumed that Henry was not inferior in 
point of genius either to Barbour or Chaucer, nor indeed to any poet of any age 
or ceuntry.” The question of what a man might have been under c^ertain cirw ^ 
cumstanceis, is one of assumptmh altogether, and is too frequently used by indi- 
viduals regarding, thetpselvef'M a sake th^r indolehce and imijerfections. 
Neither can we admit that; descadption is tlie eoul of poetry : we Consider it rather 
os the outward garb or frame-work of the divine art, which unless inspired by an 
inward spirit of contemplation, has no further charm than a chronicle or gazet- 
teer. Milton was blind when he composed Paradise Lost, and although he had 
the advantage of Henry in that he once saw, yet we have often heard his calamity 
adduced, to increase our wonder and admiration of his great work, whereas, had 
he retained his eyesight, Paradise Lost would probably never have been finished, 
or, if finished, might not have proved, as it has done, one of the noblest produc- 
tions which a human being ever laid before his fellow creatures. Although, how- 
ler, we disapprove of assuming a possible excellence in Henry had he been 
messed with vision, it would be unjust not to acknowledge the disadvantages 
under which his poem has come down to us. He himself could not write it ; nor 
is there any probability that it was regularly taken down from his dictation ; the 
incorrectness and uninteliigibility of many of its passages rather prove that much 
of it must have been written from recollection, while editors have, in too many 
instances, from gross misapprehensions, succeeded in rendering absurd what was 
previously only obscure. With all this, the poem is still of extraordinary merit 
— and, as a poem, is superior to Barbour’s or Winton’s. In an historical light, 

1 Hist lib. iv. c. 15. 

^ “Specimens of Early English Poets,” voL i. 
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doubtlen, its value can never be put in competition with the wor^s of the above 
; it 18 rather a romance than a history, and is full of exaggerations and 
nisnis ; the narrative Henry professes to have derived from a complete 
’ of Wallace (now lost) written, in Latin, partly by .Tohn Blair and partly 
I Gray ; and this circumstance, if true, exculpates the poet from the 
Hon at least of its maififold and manifest absurdities. His information 
seems to have been, for the period, respectable. In his poem || | |^ lude8 to the 
history «of Hector, of Alexander the Great, of Julius Cassar, an^bf^f)harlemagne ; 
but without pia>fiting from the character which these heroes exhibited in history, 
of policy combined with prowess and bravery, he has in his book taken the chilfU 
ish or gross conception of a warrior, and held up Sir William Wallace as a mere 
man of muscular strength and ferocity — capable of hewing dow'n whole squadrons 
with his single arm, and delighting in the most merciless stones of blood and 
■laughter. It is in this point that the Minstrel is so far inferior to Barbour. 
is destitute of that fine balancing of character displayed by the latter,^ and those 
broad political views which render “ The Bruce ” as much a philosophical his- 
tory as a poem.^ 

HENDKRSON, Alexander, one of the most eminent of the many eminent 
men whose names are interwoven with the annals of Scotland at probably the 
most interesting period of her history, (the middle of the 1 7 th century,) was born 
about the year 1583. He is supposed to have been descended from the Hender- 
sons of Fordel, a house,” says Wodrow, ‘‘ of good quality in Fife.” Of his 
early life there is little farther known than that he was distinguished for liis 
assiduity and progress in ]e€*irniug. in which he greatly excelled all his school 
ellows. Having been sent to the university of St Andrews to complete his 
udies, he there went through the ordinary routine of learning, but with much 
I Uian ordinary reputation, a circumstance sufficiently evinced by his having 
en made master of arts, and soon after admitted regent or professor of pbilo- 
phy. As this appointment took place previous to the year Kill, when lie 
pld not not be more than eight and twenty years of age, it is evident that 
eiidersoii was already considered a man of no common attainments. I'he 
Ituation of professor of philosophy he held for several years, discharghig its 
puties with a zeal and ability which acquired him much reputation. 

It is not surprising to find, that at this period of his life he was a strenuous 
dvocate for the dominant or episcopal party in the church. His patrons 
l^itherto were of that party. He had long associated with men who entertained 
t principles, and, unable to foresee the great changes which were about to take 
place in the civil and religious polity of tlie kingdom, as well as that which 
Afterwards happened in his own private sentiments, he naturally enough, while 
perfectly sincere in the opinions which he then entertained on religious matters, 
conceived besides, that in the direction of these opinions, and in that direction 
alone, lay the road to preferment. Inspired by the ambition of a mind con- 
stuous of its powers, Hendemon, after the lapse of a few years, becoming impa- 
i^ient of the circumscribed sphere to which a professorship of philosophy confined 

3 In his late work, entitled “ Lives of Scottish Wortlii^s,'* Air P. F. Tytler has expreved 
his delibemte conviction, founded upon recent investigations, that the minstrel holds too low a 
rank as a credit-worthy historian, “lani persuaded,*' says Mr Tytler, “that Wallace is 
jphe work of an ignorant man, who was yet in possession of mluable and authentic materials. 
On what other^Bupposition can we account for the fact, that whilst in one page we meet with 
ierrors which show a deplorable'pervcrsion of history, in the next wo find circumstances unknown 
to other Scottish historians, yet corroborated by authentic documents, by contemporary Engliati 
^annalists, by national monuments and records only published in modem times, and to which 
he minstrd qmnot be supposed to have had access. The work, therefore, cannot be treated 
a an entire romance.** 'rhe ingenious historian then adduces a number of instances in which 
Jeniy's statements are proved b}- lately discovered documents to have been correct 
III. c 
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him, turned his attention to divinity, as opening a ivider field for the exercise 
of his talents. " , 

After preparing himself for the ministerial c:alling, he was appointed to the 
chiircli of l^euchars, in Fife, through the patronage of anihbisliop Gladstanesi 
His appointment, however, was exceedingly unpopular: all his talents^nd 
learning could not reconcile his parishioners to a man introduced amongst them 
by episcopal influence, and who was known to be himself of that detested party. 
The consequence was, that on the day of his ordination he was received with 
every mark of popular dislike. The church doors were shut against him and 
carefully secured in tlie inside, to prevent all possibility of admittance. Deter- 
mined, however, in despite of these very manifest tokens of public feeling, to 
perform the cerempiiy of ordination, Henderson’s party entered the church by a 
window, and proceeded with the business of the day. 

Whatever were Mr Henderson’s other merits, and these were certainly of no 
ordinary kind, it is known that any oxtraordinary anxiety about the spiritual 
interests of his parishioners was not amongst the number. At this period of his 
life, ill short, although not remarkable for the reverse, he seems to have been 
but slightly impressed with the sacredness of his new chilling, and to have taken 
but little further interest in matters of religion, than abiding by the .general 
principles in which he had been educated. This conduct, however, and these 
sentiments were soon to undergo a remarkable change, and that under circum- 
stances in themselves not less remarkable. Having learned that the celebrated 
Mr Ibnice of Kinnaird was to assist at a communion 4n the neigliboiirliood of 
Leucliars, Henderson, desirous of hearing the preaching of a iiiun who liad long 
been conspicuous as an opponent of the court measures, and whose fame for 
peculiar gifts in matters of theology was widely spread, repaired to the church 
where he was oflicinting. Not choosing, however, to bo recognized, he sought to 
conceal himself in a dark corner of the building, llruc^, nevertheless, seems td 
have been aware of bis presence or, if not, there was a singular coincidence in 
the applicjibility of the text which he chose, to the remarkable circumstanqgB 
which attended Henderson’s induction to his charge. He this as it may, thjs 
sdrinon which followed made such a powerful impression upon him .as effected an 
entire change in his religious conduct and sentiments ; and from being a careles^ 
and inditferent pastor over his llock, and an upholder of a system odious in the" 
Jiighest* degree to the people, he betsime a watchful and enrncst minister, and a 
resolute champion in the cause of presbyterianisni. 

In three years after his a]»pointmeni to Leuchni's parish, > which took place 
some time previous to the year 1015, Mr Henderson, though sedulous in the 
discharge of his ministerial duties since the period of his conversion, made no 
public appearance on the side of tlnat party whose principles lie had embraced. 
Ihe opportunity, however, which was all that was wanting for his making such 
an appearance, at length presented itself. In August, 1018, the celebrated P'ive 
articles of Perth, which occasioned so much clamour in Scotland, from their con- 
taining as many points of episcopal worship, which James was desirous ef 
thrustifig on the people of that kingdom, having been carried by a packed 
majority in an assembly held at# Perth, Henderson stood among the foremost of 
those who opposed, though utisuccHissfully, the obnoxious measure ; and this too, 
in defiance of the king’s utmost wrath, with which all who resisted the adoj>tion 
of the Five articles were threatened. In case of your refusal,” said the arch- 
bishop of St Andrews, addressing tlie assembled clergymen, ‘^the whole order 
and estate of your church will be overthrown, some ministers will be banished, 
others will be deprived of their stipends and office, and all will be brought under 
the' wrath of authority.” 
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Not at all intimidated l)y this insolent »and indecent threat, Henderson with 
several of his brethi'en courageously opposed the intended innovations. 
¥oy this resistance, to which was added a charge of composing and publishing a 
book against the validity Of the Perth assenddy, he was with other two ministers 
summoned in the month of August^ IGli), to appear before the court of High 
Commission in 6t Andrews. Obeying the summons, Henderson and his bretiiren 
presented themselves bi^bre tlie bishops, when the former conducted himself with 
such intrepidity, and discussed tiie various matters charged against him and his 
colleagues with such talent and force of reasoning, that his judges, though they 
eagerly sought it, could gain no advantage over him, and were obliged to con> 
lent tliemselves with threatening, that if lie iigain odended he should be more 
hardly dealt with. With this intimation Henderson and his friends were dis^ 
missed. From this period to the year Hi 3 7, lie <loes not appear to have 
meddled much with any transactions of a public cliaracter. During tliis long 
^leriod he lived retired, mnlining his exertions within the bounds of his own 
piirish, in which he Ibiuid sufficient employment from a careful and anxious dis- 
charge of his pastoral duties. Obscure and sequestered, however, as tiie place 
of Ills ministry was, bis fame as a man of singular capacity, and as an eloquetii 
and poAverfiil debater, was already abroad and widely known ; and when the 
hour of trial came, those talents were recollec.ted, and their possessor called upon 
to employ them in the behalf of his religion. 

Before, however, resuming the narrative of Mr Henderson’s public t»reei*, it 
may be necMissary to give a brief sketcii of the circumsiaiiccs which induced him 
to leave his retirement aiul to mingle once more in the religious distractions of 
ihe times. The unfortunate Charles I. iiilieriting fill the religions as well as 
political prejudices of his father .lames VJ, had, upon the moment of his at^cession 
tt> the throne, entertained tlie design of regulating church worship in 8t;otland 
by the forms <ib8erved in that of ICnglaiid. In tills attempt he was only I'ol low- 
ing out an idea of his father’s : hut what the one with mor<i wisdom had 
little more than cimtemplated, the other determined to execute. Unfortunately 
for (^harles he to\ind hut too zealous an abettor of his dangerous and injudicious 
designs in his favourite counsellor in church alfairs, Laud, archbishop of Canter- 
‘ bury. Encouraged in the sclieincs of violence which he meditated against the 
religious pi*ejudices of Scotland, and urged on to their execution by Land, 
Charles, after a series of lesser inroads on the preshyierian mode of worship in 
Scotland, finally, and with a rash hand fired the train which lie had prepared, 
and by which he set all Scotland in a blaze. This was tlie iiiiposilioii of the 
. Liturgy or Service Book on the church of Scotland, 'fliis celebrated book, wliicli 
was principally comimsed by Wedderburii, bishop of Dunblane, and Maxwell, 
bishop of Boss, and afterwards revised by Laud, and Wren, bislioji of Norwich, 
was grounded poll the book of common prayer used in luiglnnd, but contained, 
besides, some parts of the catholic ritual, such as the benediction or tiiaiiksgiving 
for departed saints, the use of the cross in baptism and of the ring in the cele- 
bration of marriage, the consecration of water at particular times by prayer, with 
many other ordinam;es of a similar character. Most of these observances were 
introduced by Laud when revising the origiiialwork. When the hook was c^nn- 
pleted, the king gave instructions to the archbishops and bishops regarding its 
introduction ; and immediately after issued a proclamation requiring his subjects, 
both ecclesiastical and civil, to contbmi to the mode of wot'ship which it 
" enjoined, concluding with an order that every parish sliould be furnished with 
two Copies, between the publication of the injunction and Easter. The book 
itself, a large folio, was prefaced by a charge from the king, denouncing as 
rebels all who refused it. To comidcle llie moasuro of k’barles’s rashness on the 
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subject of the service book, it was introduced into Scotland without liavingf been 
submitted to presbyteries, and without the sanction of the General Assembly. 

The consequence of the introduction of the liturgy, aggravated as It was by 
the manner of its introduction, was, as might have been expected, in the last 
degree serious and important The country rose nearly to a man against the 
popish innovation. In Edinburgh the bishops who presided at the ceremony of 
its first introduction w^ere mobbed and maltreated : and the ministers everywhere 
<»refully prepared their congregations to resist the obnoxious volume. The 
whole land, in short, was agitated by one violent commotion, and the minds of 
men were roused into a state of feverish excitement, which threatened the most 
serious results. It was at this critical moment that Henderson came again upon 
the stage. In the same predicament with otlier clergymen, Henderson was 
charged to purchase two copies of the liturgy for the use of his parish within 
fifteen days, under the pain of rebellion. On receiving the charge, Henderson 
immediately proceeded to Edinburgh and presented a petition to the privy 
council, representing that the service book had not received the sanction of the 
General Assembly nor was authorized by any act of parliament ; that Uie church 
of Scotland was free and independent, and ought not to be dictated to except 
through her own pastors, who were the proper and the best judges of what was 
for her benefit ; that the form of worship received at the Reformation was still 
sanctioned by the legislature and the supreme ecdesiastical judicatory, and could 
not be invaded excepting by the same authority ; that some of the ceremonies 
enjoined by the book had occasioned great divisions, and were extremely obnox- 
ious to the people, who had been taught to hold them in abhorrence. This bold 
statement Henderson concluded by soliciting a suspension of the charge. What 
hope Henderson entertained that this supplication or rather remonstrance would 
be formally listened to by the privy council, cannot now be asceitained. There 
is no reason, however, to conclude, that he possessed any secret intelligence 
regarding the real dispositions of tliat body. The c;redit, therefore, must be 
awarded him of having come forward on this perilous occasion trusting to the 
strength of his cause alone, and fully prepared to meet the consequences, what- 
ever they might be, of the step whic^ he had taken. The result was more 
favourable than probably either Henderson or the country expected. The 
council granted the suspension required, until the king’s further pleasure should 
be known ; but, for the remuneration of the king’s printer, ordained by an 
express ac>t, as the decision in Hendeixon’s c:ase was of course uiideixtood to 
apply to the whole kingdom, that each parish shoul4 provide itself with two 
copies of the book, but without any injunction to make use of them. I'he 
order for reading the liturgy was also suspended, until new instructions on the 
subject should be received from his majesty. I'he king’s answer, however, to 
the representations of the privy council, at once overturned all hopes of conces- 
sion in the matter of the liturgy. Instead of giving way to the general feeling, 
he repeated, in a still more peremptory manner than at first, his commands that 
the service book should be read, and farther ordered that no burgh should choose 
a magistrate which did not conform. This uncompromising and decided conduct 
on the part of the king was met by a similar spirit on the part of the people, 
and the path which Henderson had ^rst taken was soon crowded by the highest 
and mightiest in the land, all pushing onward with the utmost eagerneu and 
zeal to solicit the recall of the obnoxious liturgy, and discovering on each repulse 
and on the appearance of each successive obstacle to their wishes, a stronger and 
stronger disposition to haVe recourse to violence to accomplish their objedt, if 
supplication should fail On the receipt of the king’s last communication on the 
all-engrossing subject of the semce book, the nobility, barons, ministers, and 
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repretentatiTes of boroughs, presented a supplication to the priry council, in« 
treating that the matter might be again brought before the king. In this and in 
all other matters connected with it, Henderson took a leading part : he suggested 
and directed all the proceedings of the nonconformists ; drew up their memo* 
rials and petitions, and was, in short, at once the head and right hand of his 
party, the deviser and executor of all their measures. 

The result of this second supplication to the king was as unsatisfactory as the 
first The infatuated monarch, urged on by Laud, and in some measure by erro- 
neous impressions regarding the real state of matters in Scotland, still maintained 
his resolutions regarding the liturgy. He, however, now so far acknowledged the 
appeals which had been made to him, as to have recourse to evasion instead of 
direct opposition as at first, a course at all times more dangerous than its oppo- 
site ; inasmuch, as while it exhibits all the hostility of the latter, it is entirely 
without its candour, and is destitute of that manfulness and promptitude, which^ 
if it does not reconcile, is very apt to subdue. 

In place of giving any direct answer to the supplication of the nobility and 
barons, the king instructed his privy council in Edinburgh to intimate to the 
people by proclamation, that there should be nothing regarding church matters 
treated of in the council for some time, and that, therefore, all persons who had 
come to E4inburgh on that account, should repair to their homes within twenty- 
four hours, on pain of being denounced rebels, pvt to the hom^ and all their 
movable goods being escheat to the king. This proclamation was immediately fol- 
lowed by another, announcing an intended removal of the court of session from 
Edinburgh to Linlithgow, and this again by a third, calling in, for the purpose 
of being burned, a pamphlet lately published against the service book. 

These proclamations, which but too plainly intimated that nothing would be 
conceded to supplication, and that there was no hope of any change in the sen- 
timents of the king, instantly called forth the most decided expressions of po- 
pular resentment and determination. The city was at this moment filled with 
strangers — noblemen, gentlemen, clergymen, and commissioners from the 
different parishes, besides immense numbers of persons of inferior rank, whom 
curiosity or interest in the engrossing topic of the day, had assembled in the me- 
tropolis from all parts of the country. The town, thus surcharged, as it were, 
with inflammable matter, soon became a scene of violence and insubordination. 
The leaders of the nonconformists again met in the midst of the storm, and in 
defiance of the proclamation which enjoined their departure, proceeded to deli- 
berate upon tile question of what was next to be done. The result was some far- 
ther supplications and petitions to the privy council and to the king. I'hese, how- 
ever, being still unsuccessful, were followed up some months afterwards by a de- 
termination to appeal to the people, to unite them in one common bond, and 
to make the cause at once and unequivocally, the cause of the whole nation. 
The leaders resolved to adopt a measure which should involve all in its results, 
he it for good or for evil ; by which, in short, not a leader or leaders, nor a 
party, but an entire kingdom should stand or fall, by swearing before their God 
to peril the alternative. 

This measure was a renewal of the national covenant of 1580 and 1581, 
adapted, by changes and additions, to th^ existing circumstances. The re- 
modeled document was drawn up by Mr Henderson, with the assistance of the 
celebrated Archibald Johnstone, an advocate, and was first exhibited for signa- 
ture, February 28th, 1()38, in the Grey Friars’ church in Edinburgh, where an 
immense multitude had assembled, for the purpose of liailing the sacred docu- 
ment, and of testifying their zeal in the cause which it was intended to support, 
by subscribing it. On this occasion Henderson addressed the people with so 
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mudi fervour and eloquence^ that their feelings, already excited, wei'e wouijid up 
to the highest pitch, and a degree of enthusiasm pervaded the multitude which 
sufficiently assured their leaders of the popularity of their cause* The instru- 
ment itself, which was now submitted for signature, was a roll of parchment four 
feet long and three feet eight inches broad; yet such was the general aeol for 
the covenant, that this immense sheet was in a short time so crowded with 
names on both sides throughout its whole space, that there was not room latterly 
for a single additional signature ; even the margin was scrawled over with suo- 
soriptions, and as the document filled up, the subscribers were limited to the 
initial letters of their names. Copies were now sent to different ports of the 
kingdom, and met every where, excepting in three places to be afterwards 
named, with the same enthusiastic reception which had marked its appearance in 
Edinburgh, receiving thousands of signatures wherever it was exhibited. The 
three excepted places were Clasgow, St Andrews, and Aberdeen. In the two 
former, however, the feeling regarding the covenant amounted to little more 
than indifference ; but in the latter city it was absolutely resisted. Anxious to have 
the voice of all Scotland with them, and especially desirous that there should not 
be so important an exception as Aberdeen, the leaders of the covenanters des- 
patched several noblemen and two clergymen, one of whom was Henderson, to 
that city, to attempt to reclaim it ; and this object, chiefly through the power- 
ful eloquence of the subject of this memoir, they accomplished to a very con- 
siderable extent, obtaining no less than five hundred signatures, many of them 
of tlie highest respectability, immediately after the close of a discourse by Mr 
Henderson, in which he had urged Uie most irresistible arguments for the sub- 
scribing of the covenant. Mr Henderson was now universally acknowledged as the 
head of the nonconforming Scottish clergy. On his moderation, firmness, and 
talent, they reposed their hopes ; and to his judgment they left, with implicit 
confidence, the guidance and direction of their united eflbrts. Of this feeling 
towards him they were now about to afford a remarkable proof. Hie king, 
though still without any intention of yielding to the demands of the covenan- 
ters, having consented that a General Assembly should be held, empowered liis 
commissioner, the marquis of Hamilton, to convoke it. On the second day of 
the meeting of this celebrated assembly, which sat down at Glasgow on the Slst 
November, 1638, Mr Henderson was chosen moderator, without one single dis- 
senting voice. To form a correct idea of the general esteem for his amiable 
qualities, and the appreciation of his abilities which this appointment implied, it 
is necessary to consider all the singular and important circumstances connected 
with it — circumstances which altogether rendered it one of the utmost delicacy, 
difficulty, and hazard. He was, at a moment of the most formidable religious 
distraction, called upon to preside over an assembly whose decisions were either 
to allay or to promote that distraction ; who were to discuss points of serious 
difierence between their sovereign and the nation ; who were to decide, in 
short, whether the nation was to proclaim open war against their sovereign — a 
sovereign backed by a nation of much greater power and larger population ; 
an assembly by whose proceedings the religious liberties of the kingdom were 
either to stand or fall, and one, in consequence, on which the eyes of the whole 
people were fixed with a gaze of t||9 deepest and most intense interest Impor- 
tant, however, and responsible as the appointment was, Henderson was found 
more than equal to it, for he conducted himself on this trying occasion not only 
with a prudence and resolution which increased the respect and admiration of his 
own party for his chadmter and talents, but with a forbearance and urbanity 
which secured him also the esteem of those who were opposed to them. We 
have now,'* said Henderson at the conclusion of the eloquent and impassioned 
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address which terminated the sittings of the as^mhly, ** we- Jiare now cast 
down the walls of Jericho ; let him that rebuildeth them beware of the curse of 
Hiel the Bethelite a sentence which comprised typically all tliat had been done 
and all that would be done in the event of such an attempt being made. Epis- 
copacy was overthrown, the king’s authority put at defiance, and such an 
attitude of hostility to the court assumed as fell short only of a declaration of 
open war. 

Such was the accession of popularity which Henderson’s conduct procured him 
on this occasion, that, a day or two before the rising of the assembly, two sup- 
plications were given in from two different places earnestly soliciting his pastoral 
services, the one from St Andrews, the other from Edinburgh. Henderson him- 
self was extremely unwilling to obey either of these calls. Strongly attached 
to Leuchars, the charge to which he had been first appointed, and which he had 
now held for many years, he could not reconcile himself to the idea of a, re- 
moval, pleading in figurative but highly expressive language, that “ he was now 
too old a plant to take root in another soil.” The supplicants, however, with 
a flattering peraeverance pressed their suits, and after a strenuous contest be- 
tween the two parties who sought his ministry, he acquiesced in a removal to 
Edinburgh ; in favour of which the competition terminated by a majority of 
seventy-five votes. He only stipulated, that when old age should overtake him, 
he should be permitted to remove again to a country charge. Soon after his 
removal to Edinburgh, he was promoted to be, what was then called, first or 
king’s minister. I'his change, however, in no way abated his zeal in the cause 
of the covenant ; he still continued to be the oracle of his party, and still stood 
with undisputed and unrivaled influence at the head of the church as now once 
more reformed. 

In the year after his translation to Edinburgh (1639) he was one of the com- 
missioners deputed by the Scottish army, then encamped on Dunse Law, to treat 
with the king, who, witli his forces, had taken post at the Birks, a plain on the 
English side of the Tweed, within three or four miles of Berwick. During the 
whole of the various negotiations which took place at this critical and interesting 
conjuncture, Henderson conducted himself with his usual ability, and moieover 
with a prudence and candour which did not escape the notice of the king. One 
of the well known results of these conferences was the meeting in Edinburgh of 
the General Assembly in the following month of August On this occasion the 
earl of Traquaif, who was now his majesty’s commissioner, was extremely de- 
sirous 'that Mr Henderson should be re-elected moderator, a sufficient proof of 
4he estimation in which he was held by men of all parties. The idea, however, 
of a constant moderatorship was exceedingly unpopular, and contrary to the 
constitution of the church ; and the suggestion of Traqiiair was overrul^ to the 
entire satisfaction of Mr Henderson himself, who ^vas one of the most strenuous 
opponents of the proposition. As former moderator, however, he preached to 
the assembly, and towards the close of his discourse, addressed the earl of Tra- 
quair — We beseech your grace,” he said, “ to see that Caesar have his own ; 
but let him not have what is due to God, by whom kings reign. God hath ex- 
alted your grace unto many high places within these few years, and is sUU do- 
ing sa Be thankful, and labour to exalt Christ’s tlirone. When the Israelites 
came out of Egypt they gave all the silver and gold they had carried thenoe for 
the building of the tabernacle ; in like manner your grace must *^mp]by all your 
parts and endowments for building up the church of God in Uiii land.” He 
next 'addressed the members, urging them to persevere in the good cause, but 
carefully inculcating prudence and moderation in all their doings ; for zeal^ be 
said, without tliese, was like a ship that hath a full sail, but no rudder.” 
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On the Slst of the same month, (Augfust,) Mr Henderson was called upon to 
preside, in his clerical ca^city, at the opening of the parliament, and on that 
occasion delirered a most impmsive discourse, in which he treated of the duties 
and utility of governors with singular ability and judgment 

A proof still more flattering, perhaps, than any he had yet received of the 
estimation in which his character and talents were held, was aflbrded him in the 
following year, (1640.) Previous to this period the college of Edinburgh was 
without 'any presiding oflicer to regulate its afiairs, these receiving only such 
attention as might result from an annual visit of the town coundi. As this was 
little more than a visit of ceremony, the system of education, and almost every 
thing else connected with the univeisity, was in a most deplorable condition. To 
remedy these evils the town council came to the resolution of having a rector 
appointed, to be chosen annually, and whose duty it should be to direct all 
matters connected with the college, to keep an eye on the conduct of the prin- 
cipal and professors, and to superintend the education of tlm students, and the 
disposal of the revenues. 

To this honourable and highly responsible oflice Mr Henderson was unani- 
mously elected; an appointment not more indicative of the general opinion 
entertained of his moral qualities, than of his learning and abilities ; for besides 
the merely legislative duties which were connected with it, the rector, by the con- 
stitution of the oflice, was to be invited by the preses at all solemn meetings of 
the college, to go before the rest in all public disputes of philosophy and 
divinity,” 

Mr Henderson, notwithstanding his other various and important avocations, 
discharged the duties of this oflice with an attention, ability, and judgment, 
which soon placed the university on a very different footing from what it had 
hitherto been. He added to and improved its buildings and its approaches, be- 
stowed especial care on the education of candidates for the ministry, instituted a 
professonhipof oriental languages, a department which had previously been greatly 
neglected, to the serious injury, in particular, of the students of divinity, whose 
knowledge of the Hebrew was left to be gleaned from one short weekly lecture 
on that language ; and, in short, he overlooked nothing which could contribute to 
its interests and prosperity. His own personal influence, together with the high 
respectability which his sagacious administration had procured for the college, 
was so great, that the citizens of Edinburgh, with a spirit of emulation which was 
very far from existing before, strove who should most contribbte to the accom- 
ino^tion of its members. The consequence of these judicious and important 
services was, that Mr Henderson w'as continued, by re-election, in the oflice of 
rector till his death. 

From these peaceful pursuits Henderson was occasionally directed to take 
a share in the renewed distractions of the times. The king having refused to 
ratify some of the points agreed upon at the Dirks, both parties again took up 
arms : Charles denouncing the covenanters as rebels, marched towards Scotland 
with an army ; while the latter, with three or four and twenty thousand men, 
penetrated into England. Some partial succ^esses of the Scottish army on this 
occasion, together with some defections in his own, again brought the unfortu- 
nate monarch to pacifleatory terms with the covenanters. A conference was be- 
gun at Rippon, and afiterwards, as the king's presence was required in London, 
transferred to that city. The commissioners who were despatched thither by the 
covenanters to condu^ the conference, took with them several of the most po- 
pular of the clergy, and amongst these was Mr Henderson, on whose talents they 
relied for all the subsidiary efforts which wete at once to bring the conference 
to an issue satisfactory to themselves, aud to impress the English with a favour- 
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able i^ifiioii of tlieir cause. Both of these objects they aocompMihed, and that 
in no small measure by means the irapreMive eloquence and literary talents of 
Mr Hendenon, who, besides exerting himself in the pulpit and elsewhere in foiv 
warding the views of the commissioners by discourses and lectures, wrote also 
several able tracts and papers which attracted much attention, and produced im- 
portant edects in favour of the cause which he had come to support. 

During Mr Henderson’s stay in London on this occasion, he had an interview 
with the king, by whom he was graciously received. The conference was a 
private one, and although on the part of Henderson it was souglit specially for 
the purpose of soliciting a favour for the university of bMinburgh, it is not un- 
likely that it embraced objects of much greater interest On his return to 
Edinburgh in July, 1641, having been detained in London nine months, he was 
again chosen moderator of the General Assembly, then sitting at Edinburgh, and 
which had removed thither from St Andrews, whore it first met, for the greater 
conveniency of the nobles who were attending parliament, and, a striking proof 
of his importance, that it might at this critical period have the advantages of Mr 
Henderson's services as moderator. 

On this occasion Mr Henderson delivered to the assembly a letter from a number 
of ministers in London, requesting the advice of their Scottish bretliren on certain 
points of church government. In some perplexity they had written, That al- 
mighty God having now of his infinite goodness raised up our hopes of removing 
the yoke of episcopacy, (under which we have so long groaned,) sundry other forms 
of church governiiient are by sundry sorts of men projected to be set up in the room 
thereof." Henderson was instructed to reply to this letter. In his answer he 
expressed, in the name of the assembly, the deep interest which they took in 
the state of what they called, by a somewhat startling association of words, the 
kirk of England, and earnestly urged a uniformity in church governmetit 
throughout Britain. Soon after this (L4th August) the unfortunate Charles ar- 
rived in Edinburgh. Foreseeing the approaching war between himself and Itis 
English parliament, he had come down to Scotland with the humiliating view of 
paying court to the leaders of the presbyterian faction, and of following up, by 
personal condescensions, the concessions by which he had already recovered, for 
the time at least, the favour of that party ; thus hoping to secure the aid of 
Scotland when he should be assailed by his subjects at home ; — the unhappy 
monarch’s situation thus much resembling that of a bird closely pursued by a 
hawk, and which, preferring a lesser to a greater evil, flies to man for protec- 
tion. On this occasion the king appointed Mr Henderson his chaplain, and by 
this well judged proceeding at once gratified the people, whose favourite preacher 
he had long been, and not improbably also gratified bis own predilection in his 
favour, resulting from Henderson’s temper and moderation in those instances 
where they had been brouglit in contact Henderson constantly attended the 
king during the time of his residence in Edinburgh, praying every morning 
and evening before him, and preaching to him in the chapel royal at HoJyrood 
house every Sunday, or standing by his chair when another pertbrmed that duty. 
Henderson, who, although of incorruptible integrity, and a zealous presbyterian, 
as the sharer which he took in the struggles of that party sufficiently witness, was 
yet a mild and humane man, could not help sympathizing with the sorrows of 
his unfortunate sovereign. The religion of which he was so eminent a profee* 
sw, taught him to entertain charitable and benevolent feelings toward all man- 
kind, and his was not the disposition to excqpt an humbled and unhappy prince 
from this universal precept, whatever were the faults which had placed him in 
these melancholy circumstances. The mild and amiable disposition of the man, 
too, which frequent intervle\i8 must have forced upon Henderson’s notice, must 
ui. D 
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have in tome mewure obliteniled in hU Uie enron of the monarch. It wa$ 
hard, then, that Hendenon for this iympathy) for opening hif heart to the beat 
feeling! of humanity, for praatiaing one of the dnt and most amiable Tirtues 
which the Christian religion teaches and enjoins, should hare been, as he was, 
subjected to the most bitter calumnies on his character and motives. These 
calumnies affected his pure and generous nature deeply, and in the next assem- 
bly he entered into a long and impassioned defence of those parts of his con- 
duct which slander had assailed. His appeal touched the hearts and excited the 
sympathy of his brethren, who assured him of their unshaken confidence in his 
integrity. 

This assurance restored the worthy divine to that cheerfulness of which the in- 
jurious reports which liad gone abroad regarding him hod for some time de- 
prived him. If any thing were wanting to establish Henderson’s character for 
integrity besides the public testimony of his brethren, it is to be found in the 
opinion of one who widely differed from him regarding the measures of the day, 
bearing witness that his great honesty and un|)aralleled abilities to serve this 
church and kingdom, did ever remain untainted.” 

In 1642, Mr Henderson conducted the correspondence with England which 
now took place on the subject of ecclesiastical reformation and union, and was 
soon after desired to hold himself in readiness with certain other commissioners 
to proceed to England, in the event of such a proceeding being necessary. 
After some delay, occasioned by the open rupture which took place between the 
king and the English parliament, Henderson, with the other commissioners, set 
out for the sister kingdom. While there he used every effort, but un- 
fortunately to no purpose, to effect a reconciliation between Charles and his 
English subjects; he proposed to the king to send the queen to Scotland, 
with the view of exciting an interest in his behalf. He even went to Oxford, 
where the king then was, to endeavour to prevail upon him at a personal 
interview, to make some advances towards a reconciliation, and at the same 
time to ofier him the mediation of Scotland. All his efforts, however, were 
unavailing ; the king, in place of acknowledging error, endeavoured to defend 
the justice of his cause, and on better grounds expressed high indignation at the 
interference of the Scots in the church reformation of England. Finding he 
could be of no further service, Henderson, together with his colleagues, returned 
to Edinburgh, where his conduct throughout the whole of this delicate mission 
was pronounced by the General Assembly to have been ** faithful and wise.” In 
1643, he was once more chosen moderator of the General Assembly under 
peculiar circumstances. This was the presence in that body of the English 
commissioners sent down to Scotland by the parliament^of England, to solicit the 
aid and counsel of the former in their present emergency. Mr Henderson, 
with several other commissioners, was soon after sent up to London to attend 
the celebrated Westminster assembly of divines, to represent in that assembly 
the diurch of Scotland, and to procure its assent, with that of both houses of 
parliament, to the solemn league and covenant, all of which important duties, 
with the assistance of his colleagues, he discharged with his usual ability and 
judgment On this occasion he remained for three years in London, during 
all which time he was unremittingly employed in assisting the assembly in pre- 
paring the public formularies of the religious union between the three king- 
doms. In 1645, he was appointed to assist the commissioners of the Scottish 
and English parliaments to treat with the king at Uxbridge, and finally, was 
deputed to negotiate with the latter when his fortunes had reached a crisis,, at 
Newcastle. Henderson arrived on his mission at Newcastle about the middfo el 
May, 1646, and met with a cordial reception from his majesty. After some 
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diicUMSon on religious subjects, it was agreed that the scruples of the king 
should be treated of in a series of papers written alternately by his tnajesty aad 
Henderson. In the last ot these paj^rs, addressed by the former to ^ latter, 
and all of which and on both sides were written with great talent, the king at 
once expressing his high opinion of Mr Henderson, and his determination to 
adhere to the sentiments which he had all along entertained, says, ** For !n» 
stance, 1 think you the best preacher in Newcastle, yet 1 beliere you may err, 
and possibly a better preacher may come, but till then must retain my opinion.^ 
Immediately after this, Henderson, whose health was now much impaired, re- 
turned to Edinburgh by sea, being unable to bear the fatigue of travelling by 
land. 'Hie illness with which he was afflicted rapidly gained upon him, and he 
at length expired on the 19th of August, 1646, in the 63d year of his age, not 
many days after his return from Newcastle. After the death of this celebrated 
man, his memory was assailed by several absurd and unfounded calumnies. It 
was alleged that he died of mortification at his having been defeated in the 
controversy with the king ; others asserted that he had been converted by the 
latter, and that on his death-bed he had expressed regret for the part he had 
acted, and had renounced presbytery. All of these charges were completely re- 
futed by the General Assembly, who, taking a becoming and seealous interest in 
the good name of their departed brother, established his innocence on the testi- 
mony of several clergymen, and still more decisively by that of tlie two who 
attended him on his death-bed, and who beard him in his last moments pray 
earnestly for a ** happy conclusion to the great and wonderful work of Refor- 
mation.’’ Henderson was interred in the Grayfriars^ church-yard, where a 
monument was erected to his memory by his nephew Mr George Hendenon. 
This monument, which was in the form of an obelisk, with suitable inscriptions ^ 
on its four sides, was, with others of the leading covenanters, demolished at the 
Restoration, but was again replaced at the Revolution. 

This sketch of one of the most eminent divines that Scotland has produced can- 
not be better concluded than in the eloquent and accurate summation of his charac- 
ter by the Rev. George Cook, in his ** History of the Church of Scotland.” ** In 
Henderson,’’ says that judicious and able writer, ** the church and the kingdom 
experienced a severe loss. He had from an early period acquired a derided 
ascendancy over ecclesiastical proceedings, and with considerable learning and 
great talents be conjoined a justness of sentiment and a moderation which, 
though not sufficient to stem the torrent, often gave to it a salutary direction. 
Zealous for his party, and deeply impressed with the importance of setting 
bounds to the prerogative, he cordially joined in the measures requisite Ibr 
doing so, but there is every reason to believe that had his life been preserved, 
he would have exerted himself to restrain the violent dissensions and the un- 
christian practices which ere long disgraced those with whom he had associated, 
and that he would gladly have contributed to rescue his unfortunate sovereign 
fhrni the melancholy fate which awaited him. His death was justly lamented 
by the covenanters. They had been accustomed to venerate him as their guide ; 
they had left; to him the choice of the most difficult steps, which, in resisting 
episcopal tyranny, they bad been compelled to take ; his memory was associated 
with one of the most interesting struggles in which his countrymen had ever 
been engaged, and they honoured that memory by every expression of esteem, 

^ The east side of the monument is thus insciibed, ** To the sacred memory of Mr Alex- 
ander Henderson, chaplain to the king, minister at Edinburgh, and primar ri the eollsge 
th^, who was a scholar at St Andrews college, and a bountiml enlarger and patron there- 
of. On the Inscriiition on the north side he is described as ** a godly man and Imely great t 
illi^iipus in all manner of vertiie, pietv, learning, and prudence, equally lioloved 1^ the king 

and ettatos of both kingdoms.’* a r j j • 
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traaimitliiig by monumentai inscriptions nnd by solicitude, to rescue him from 
misrepresentation, their deep regret that they were for ever deprived of fak uh 
sktance which their critical situation and the highly agitated state of the public 
mind would then have rendered peculiarly important.” 

HENRY, (Or) Robert, an eminent historian, was bom in the parish of St 
Ninians in Stirlingshire, on the 18th of February, 1718 ; — ^his lather was James 
Henry, a respectable farmer in Muirtown of the same parish, who bad married 
the daughter of Mr Galloway of Burro wmeadow in Stirlingshire. As a resjmct- 
able larmer’s son, young Henry enjoyed opportunities of instruction beyond the 
average of those who study for the church in Scotland, and he found little diffi- 
culty in indulging his inclination to become a member of a learned profession. 
He commenced his education under Mr Nicholson of the parish school of St 
Ninians, and having attended the grammar school of Stirling, perfected himself 
in his literary and philosophical studies at the university of Edinburgh. After 
leaving that institution, he occupied himself'in teaching, the usual resource of 
tlie expectants of the Scottish church, and became master of the grammar school 
of Annan. The district in which he was so employed was soon afterwards 
erected into a separate presbytery, and Henry was admitted as its first licentiate, 
on the 27 ill of March, 1740. In 1748, he was ordained as clerg^miaii of a 
congregation of presbyterians at Carlisle. Here he remained for twelve years, 
when he was transferred to a similar dissenting congregation at Berwick 
upon Tweed, in 1703, he married Ann Balderston, daughter of Thomas Bal- 
derston, surgeon in Berwick. Little is said of this lady by Henry’s biogra- 
phers, except in reference to the domestic happiness she conferred on her hus- 
band. During his residence at Berwick, Drlieiiry applied his active mind to 
the preparation of a scheme for establishing a fund to assist the widows and 
orphans of the dissenting clergymen in the north of England. The admirable 
fund which had some time previously been so firmly and successfully established 
for bestowing similar benefits on the families of the clergy of Scotland, formed 
the model of his imitation ; but in assimilating the situation of a dissenting to 
that of an established church, he kboured under the usual difficulties of those 
who raise a sodal fabric which the Jaws will not recognize and protect. The 
funds which, in Scotland, were supplied by thd annual contribution of the clergy, 
enforced by act of parliament, depended, in the English institution, on the so- 
cial and provident spirit of its members. The perseverance of Henry overcame 
many of the practical difficulties thus thrown in his way : the fund was placed on 
a permanent footing in the year 1762, and Henry, having for some years un- 
dertaken its management, had afterwards the satisfaction to see it flourish, and 
increase in stability and usefulness as he advanced in years. The design of his 
elaborate history, which must have gradually developed itself in the course of 
his early studies, is said to luive been finally formed during his residence in 
Berwick, and he commenced a course of inquiry and reading, which he found 
that the resources of a provincial town, and the assistance of his literary friends 
in more favoured situations, were quite incapable of supplying for a subject so 
vast and intricate, as that of a complete history of Britain from the invaslcni of 
Julius Oeesar. In this situation Dr Henry found a useful friend in Mr Laurie, 
provost of Edinburgh, who had married his sister. The interest of this gentle- 
man procured for hi« brother-in-law, in the year 1768, an appointment to the 
ministry of the new, Grey Friar’s church in Edinburgh, whence, in 1776, he 
was removed to the collegiate charge of the Old Church. 

In the extensive public libraries of Edinburgh, Dr Henry found means of pmh 
secuting his researclms with efiect. llie first volume of his history was publkb* 
ed in quarto in the year 1771, the second appeared in 1774, the third in 1777, 



HENRY. 


^9 


the fourth in 17di , and the fifth in 1785. The method of treating the subject 
was origiiml and bold, and one the assumption of which left the author no excuse 
for ignorance on any subject which had the slightest connexion with the cus« 
toms, intellects, and history of our forefathers, or the constitution of the king* 
doiB. The subject was in the first place divided into periods, which were C(»n* 
sidered separately, each period occupying a volume. The volume was divided 
into seven chapters, each containing a distinct subject, linked to the correspond- 
ing subject in the next volume by continuance of narrative, and to the other 
chapters of the same volume by identity of the period discussed. The subjects 
thus separated were — Ist, The simple narrative of the civil and military transao- 
lions of tlie country — 2d, The ecdesiastical history — 3d, The Information 
which is generally called constitutional, narrating and accounting for the rise 
of the peculiarities in the form of government, the laws, and the courts of 
justice — 4th, The state of learning, or rather the state of literature which 
may be called purely scholastic, excluding the fine arts, and constitutional 
and political information — 5th, The history and state of arts and manufac- 
tures — 6th, A history of commerce, including the state of shipping, coin, and 
the prices of commodities; and lastly. The history of the manners, customs, 
amusements, and costumes of the people. — 'Ihe writer of a book on any subject 
on which he is well infonned, will generally choose that manner of explaining 
his ideas best suited to his information and comprehension. It may be ques- 
tioned whether the plan pursued by Henry was adapted for the highest class of 
historical composition, and if the other great historians who flourished along 
with him, would have improved their works by following his complicated and 
elaborate system. It is true that hiere narrative, uninterwoven witii reflection, 
and such information as allows us to look into the hearts of the actors, is a gift 
entirely divested of the qualities which make it useful ; but there are various 
means of qualifying the narrative — some have given their constitutional infor- 
mation in notes, or detached passages ; others have woven it beautifully into the 
narrative, and presenting us with the full picture of the times broadly and truly 
coloured, have prevented the mind from distracting itself by searching for the 
motives of actions through bare narrative in one part of the work, and a variety 
of influencing motives to be found scattered through another. The plan, which 
we may say was invented by Dr Henry, has only been once imitated, (unless it 
can be said that the acute and laborious Hallam has partly followed his arrange- 
ment) The imitator was a Scotsman, the subject he encountered still more ex- 
tensive than that of Henry, and the ignorance the author displayed in some of 
its minute branches excited ridicule. This is an instance of the chief danger of 
tlie system. The acquisition of a sufficient amount of information, and regularity 
in the arrangement, are the matters most to be attended to ; Henry’s good sense 
taught him the latter, his perseverance- accomplished the former, and the author 
made a complete and useful work, inferior, certainly, as a great literary pro- 
duction, to the works of those more gifted historians who mingled reflection 
with the current of their narrative, but better suited to an intellect which did not 
soar above the trammels of such a division of subject, and which might have ikU 
len into confusion without them. 

The idrcumstances of the first appmuance of the earlier volumes of this useflil 
hook are interesting to the world, from Uieir having raised against the authw a 
storm of hostility and deadly animosity almost unmatched in the annals of liter- 
ary w^are. The chief persecutor, and grand master of this inquisition on re- 
putation, was the irascible Dr Gilbert Stuart The cause of his animosity against 
a worthy and inoflbnsive man, can only be a(M;ounted for by those wfaoM pene- 
tration may find its way to the depths of literary jealousy. 
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Hie letter! of Stuart on the eul^ec^ have been cmfully oollected by D'li* 
vaeB^ and published in hit ** Caiamitiei ef .Anthon,*’ and vdien oonpled with 
tu(^ trace! of the influence of the peneeuter a« are to be found scattered here 
and there among the* variout periodical! of the age, furnish us with the painful 
picture of a man of intelligence and Uberality, made a fiend by literary hate. 
Stuart commenced his dark work in the Edinburgh Magazine and Review,” 
established under his auspices in 1773. Dr Henry had preached before the 
Society (in Scotland) for Promoting Christian Knowledge, a sermon entitled 
** Revelation the most efiectual means of civilizing and refonniiig mankind,” 
and in pursuance of tlie custom on such occasions, the sermon was published. 
The sermon was as similar to all others of its class, us any given piece of 
mechanism can be to all others intended for similar purposes ; but Stuart dis- 
covered audacity in the attempt, and unexpected failure in the execution ; it 
I'equired the union of philosophy and political skill, of erudition and elo- 
quence, qualities which he was sorry to observe appeared here in no eminent 
degree.”^ Dr Macqueen published a letter in an anonymous form, defending 
the sermon, and the hidden literary assassin boldly maintained it to be the 
work of Dr Henry, an accusation not withdrawn till the respectable author an- 
nounced himself to the world. Dr Henry was soon after appointed by the 
magistrates to the situation of morning lecturer to the Tron church. Under 
the disguiM of the communication of a correspondent, who mildly hints that the 
consequence of the proceeding will be a suit against the magistrates, we 
find the rounded periods of Stuart denouncing the act in those terms in v^ch 
indignant virtue traces the mazes of vice and deceit, as ** affording a pre- 
cedent from which the mortifications of the pious, may be impiously prostituted 
to uses to which they were never intended.’’ In token of high respect, the 
General Assembly had chosen Dr Henry as their moderator, on his first return 
as a member of that venerable body ; and being thus marked out as a leader in 
the aiflurs of the church, he took a considerable shore in the proceedings of the 
ensuing session. Here his enemy keeps an unsleeping eye on his motions. 
Whilst the speeches of others are unnoticed or reported in their native simplicity, 
the narrator prepares himself for the handling of a (shdice morsel when he ap- 
proaches the historian. The opinion of one member,” he observes, ** we 
shall lay before the reader, on account of its singularity. It is that of Dr Henry, 
the moderator of last assembly and then he proceeds to attract the finger of 
scorn towards opinions as oi^nary as any opinions could well be conceived. 
The Doctor cannot even absent himself from a meeting ivithout the circumstance 
being remarked, and a cause assigned which will admit the application of a pre- 
concerted sneer. Dr Robertson was the opponent of Dr Henry in this assem- 
bly. The periodical writer was the enemy of both, and his ingenuity has been 
taxed to bestow ridicule on both parties. Stuart at length slowly approaches 
the head and front of bis victim’s oiiending, and fixes on it with deadly eager- 
ness. After having attacked the other vuiiierable points of the author, he rushes 
ravenously on his history, and attempts its demolition. He finds that the unfor- 
tunate author ** neither furnishes entertainment nor instruction. Diflhse, 
vulgar, and ungrammatical, he strips history of all her ornaments. His conces- 
sions axe evidently contradictory to his conclusions.' It is thus perpetually with 
authors who examine subjects which they cannot compiehend. He has amassed 
all the refuse and lunliber of the times he would record.” ** The mind of hie 
readers is afiected with no agreeable emotions^ it is awakened only to disgust 


• Ediiibuigh Review and Magazfne, j. 199. 

• Edinburgh Review and Magazine, i. 357. 
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ftQd But Stuart wai not ^irtaat with pmecuti^m at hoiVM^, tie widied 

to add dw iraapom^if othm lo lilil owe For thii purpoto ho proourod a wor- 
thy BMOOiate, Whitaker, the h^tcndan of Manehotter, and wilh&t of Iho 

Genuino Hiitory of the Britona^ Stuart, a vague theorirt in oiegatit^ and 
sonorotu dictioti, who was weak enough to believe that his servile imitatioiis of 
Montesquieu raised him to a parallel with that great man, associated hhnseif in 
this work of charity with a minute and pugnacious antiquary, useful to literature 
from the sheer labour he had encountered, but eminently subject to the prejudices 
to which those who confine their laborious investigations to one narrow branch 
of knowledge, are exposed ; — a person who would expend many quarto pages 
in discussing a flint arrow-head or a tumulus of stones, occiisionally attempting 
with a broken wing to follow the flights of Gibbon, but generally as flat and 
sterile as the plains in which he strove to trace Roman encampments ; two more 
uncongenial spirits hardly ever attempted to work in concert It may easily be 
supposed that the minute antiquary looked with jealousy on the extended 
theories of his generalizing colleague ; and the generalizer, though he took oc- 
casion to praise the petty investigations of the antiquary, probably regnirded 
them in secret with - a similar contempt But Stuart found the natural malignity 
of Whitaker a useful commodity ; and the calm good sense of Henry aflbrded 
them a common object of hatred. A few extracts will give the best display of 
the spirit of Stuart’s communications to his friends during his machina- 
tions. David Hume wants to review Henry : but that task is so precious, that 
1 will undertake it myself. Moses, were he to ask it as a favour, should 
not have it ; yea, not even the man after God’s own heart 1 wish I could 
transport myself to London to review him for the Monthly — a fire there, and 
in the Critical, would perfectly annihilate him. Could you do nothing in the 
latter? To the former 1 suppose David Hume has transcribed the criticism he 
intended for us. It is precious, and would divert you. 1 keep a proof of it 
in my cabinet, for the amusement of frienda This great philosopher begins 
to dote.^ To-morrow morning Henry sets oflT for London, with immense hopes 
of selling his history. I wish sincerely that I could enter Holborn the 
same hour with him. He should have a repeated fire to combat with. I en- 
treat that you may be so kind as to let him feel some of your thunder. 1 shall 
never forget the favour. If Whitaker is in London, he could give a blow. 
Fatenon will give him a knock. Strike by all means. The wretch will trem- 
ble, grow pale, and return with a consciousness of his debility. 1 have a thou- 
sand thani^ to give you for your insertion of the paper in the London 
Chronicle, and for tlie part you propose to act in regard to Henry. I could 
wish that you knew for certain his being in London before you strike the first 

® Edinburah Review and Magazine, vol i, p. 266->970. 

4’ pTsraelre Calamities of Authors, ii. 67. The author appends in a note “ The critique 
on Henry, in the Moitthly Review, was written by Hume, and because the philosopher was 
candid, he Is here nid to have doted.*’ We suspect this is erroneous, and Ibunded on mere 
presumption. We have carefully read the two critiques on Henry in the Monthly Review, 
which appeared previous to Hume’s death. The elegance and profundity of Hume are want- 
ing, and in giving an opinion of the work, which is moderate and tolerably just, the UeviewiV 
epmpai^ it somewhat disparagingly with the works of Hume and Robertson, a pieoe of ocm- 
cm and affectation which the great philosopher would not have condcsoended to perpetrate. 

H^e prepared and published a Review of Henry’s book we have no doubt. Jn the 
^inburgh Magazine for 1791, and in the Genfleman’s Magazine for the same year,acrttlqite 
E quoted, the work “ of one of the most eminent historians of the present age, whose history 
qr the same periods justly possesw^s the highest reputation.” Without the aid ^ such a state- 
i stamps the author, and we may have occasion to quote it in the text as the 

^ u t Where it made its first appearance, a search through the principal periodic 

ojte of the day has not enabled us to discover. It is in the first person singular, and may have 
ween m tho form of a letter to the editor of a newspaper. 
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blow. An inquiry at CadelPs will this. When you hare an enemy to at- 
tadc, I shall in return gire my best assistance, and aim at hm a mortal blow ; 
and rush forward to his overthrow, though the flames of hell should start up to 
oppose me.” " , ^ 

Henry was not in possession of the poisoned weapons which would have 
enabled him to retaliate, and liis good sense and equanimity of mind were no 
permanent pi^ction against assaults so unceasing and virulent. He felt him* 
self the personal subject of ridicule and perversion, his expected gains denied, 
and the fame which he expected from years of labour and retirement snatched 
from his grasp by the hand of a ruffian.^ In the midst of these adversities 
Henry went to London for actual shelter, hut the watchful enemy observed his 
motions — attacks were inserted in one pnnt and copied into another — the influ- 
ence of his persecutor is widely perceptible in the periodical literature of the 
age. The Critical Review had praised the first volume of his history. The 
second meets ivith a very different reception : it is with pain the reviewer 
observes, that in proportion as his narrative and inquiries are applied to cultivated 
times, his diligence and labour seem to relax,'’ and a long list of alleged inaccu- 
racies, chiefly on minute and disputed points, follows : the style is evidently not 
the natural language of the poin]K>us Stuart, but it is got up in obedience to his 
directions on the vulnerable points of the historian, and the minuteness hints at the 
hand of Whitaker. Henry answered by a moderate letter defending his opinions, 
and aolcnowledging one mistake. The reviewer returns to his work with reno- 
vated vigour, and among other things accuses the historian of wilfully perverting 
authority. The charge of dishonesty rouses the calm divine, and witli some 
severity he produces the words of the authority, and the use he has made of them. 
The editor claims the merit of candour for printing the communication, and as 
there is no gainsaying the fact it contains, appends an obscure hint which seems 
to intimate he knows more than he chooses to tell ; a mode of backing ont of a 
mistake not uncommon in periodical works, as if the editorial dignity were of so 
delicate a nature as not to bear a candid and honourable confession of error. 
Yean afterwards, it is singular to discover the Critical Review returning to its ori- 
ginal tone, and lauding the presence of qualities of which it had found occasion 
to censure the want Stuart associated hin^self with his friend Whitaker in conduct- 
ing the English Review in 1763, and it is singular, that amidst the devastation of 
that irascible periodical, no blow is aimed at Henry. But Stuart did not neglect his 
duty in the Political Herald, published in 17 85, an able disturber of the tranquillity 
of literature, of which he was the sole conductor. Here he gave his last and deepest 
stab ; accusing the venerable historian in terms the most hitter and vituperative, 
of a hankering after language and ideas, unworthy of his profession ; concluding 
with the observation that an extreme attention to smut in a presbyterian cler- 
gyman, who has reached the last scene of his life, is a deformity so shocking, 
that no language of reprobation is strong enough to chastise The heartless 
insinuation was probably dictated by the consciousness that, whether triie or false, 
no charge would be more acutely felt by the simple-minded divine. Stuart bad, 
lipwever, a very acute eye towards the real failings of Henry, and in his Protean 
attacks, he has scarcely left one of them without a brand. It was not without 
reason that he said to his London correspondent, ** If you would only transcribe 
his jests, it would nmke him perfectly ri^culous.’’ Henry was fond of garnish- 

^ Behold the triumph of the oaliumiiator in the success of his labours : 1 see every day 

that wlmt is written to a man’s dispamgement is never forgot nor forgiven. Poor Henry iscii!i, 
the point of death, and his friends declfi re that I have killed him*, I received th^ inlormaliosi 
as a compliment, and beaaed they would not do me so much honour.*’ DTsnteli’s Calami- 
ties, il. 72. 

** Political Herald, v. i, p. 2(J9. 
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\\ith a few sallies of wit, his pictures of human folly ; but lie was unhappy in 
the bold attempt They had too much pleasing simplicity and good-humoured 
grutesqueness for the purpose to which they were applied. More like the good- 
natured humour of Goldsmith, than the piercing sarcasm of Voltaire, they might 
have served to strike the lighter foibles exhibited in our daily path ; but to attack 
the grander follies of mankind displayed in history, it may be said they did not 
possess sudicient venom to make formidable so light a weapon as wit. 

We have been so much engrossed with the dreary details of malignity, that we 
will scarcely find room for many other details of Henry’s life ; but the history 
of the book is the history of the author — in its fate is included all that the world 
need care to know, of the unassuming individual who composed it. It is with 
pleasure, then, that we turn to the brighter side ; Henry calmly weathered out 
the storm wliich assailed him, and in his green old age, the world smiled upon 
his labours. Hume, who had so successfully trod the same field, was the first to 
meet Henry’s book with a welcome hearty and sincere ; he knew the difficulties 
of the task, and if he was sufficiently acute to observe that Henry was far behind 
himself, neither jealousy nor conceit provoked him to give utterance to such 
feelings. “ His historical narratives,” says Uiis able judge, are as full as 
those remote times seem to demand, and at the same time, his inquiries of the 
antiquarian kind omit nothing which can be an object of doubt or curiosity. The 
one as well as the other is delivered with great perspicuity, and no less propri- 
ety, which are the true ornaments of this kind of writing ; all superfluous 
embellishments are avoided ; and the reader will hardly find in our language 
any performance that unites together so perfectly the two gi’eat points of enter- 
tainment and instruction.” Dr Henry had printed the first edition of the first 
five volumes of his bock at his own risk, but on a demand for a new edition, 
he entered into a transaction with a bookseller, which returned him ji;3300. In 
the middle of its career the work secured royal attention ; lord Mansfield recom- 
mended the author to George the Third, and his majesty considering his dis- 
tinguished talents, and great literary merit, and the importance of the very use- 
ful and laborious work in which he was so successfully engaged, as titles to his 
royal countenance and favour,” bestowed on him a pension of a £100 a-year. 
For the honour of royal munificence, it is to be hoped that the gift was the 
reward of labour and literary merit, and not (os the author’s enemies have 
proclaimed) the wages of the political principles he inculcated. The insinuation 
is, indeed, not without apparent foundation. Henry, if not a perverter of history 
in favour of arbitrary power, is at least one of those prudent speculators who 
are apt to look on government as something established on fixed and perma- 
nent principles, to which all opposing interests must give way — on the govern- 
ment as something highly respectable, — on the mass of the people as something 
not quite so respectable — on the community as existing for the government, and 
not on the government as adapted to the conveniences of the community. 

Five volumes of Dr Henry’s history appeared before his death, and the ample 
materials he had left for the completion of the sixth w'ere afterwards edited by 
Mr Laing, and a continuation was written by Mr Fetit Andrews. The laborious 
author prepared the whole for the press with his own hand, notwithstanding a 
tremulous disorder, which compelled him to write on a book placed on his knee. 
In the latter years of his life, he retired to Milnfield, about twenty miles from 
Edinburgh, where he enjoyed the company of his friend and relative, Mr Laurie. 
In 1786, his constitution began visibly to decline ; but he continued his labours 
till 1790. About that period his wife was affected with blindness from a cata- 
ract, and he accompanied her to Edinburgh, where she submitted to the usual 
operation, which, however, had not the desired effect during her husband’s life* 
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time. Dr Henry died on the 24th of November, 1790, in the T^id year of hie 
age. — ^The fifth edition of the History of Britain was published in 1823, in 
twelve volumes 8vo. A French translation was published in 1789 — 96, by 
MM. Rowland and Cantwell. 

HENRYSON, Edward, LL.D., an eminent civilian and classical scholar, and a 
senator of the College of Justice. The period of the birth of this eminent man 
is unknown, but it must have taken place early in the sixteenth century. Pre- 
viously to the year 1551, we find him connecting himself, as most Scotsmen of 
talent and education at that period did, witli the learned men on tlie continent, 
and distinguishing himself in his knowledge of civil law, a science which, 
although it was the foundation of the greater part of the municipal law of Scot- 
land, he could have no ready means of acquiring in his own country. This study 
he pursued at the university of Bruges, under the tuition of lilquinar Baro, an 
eminent civilian, with whom he .afterwards lived on terms of intimacy and strong 
attachment It is probable that he owed to this individual his introduction to a 
munificent patron, ^\ho afterwards watched and assisted his progress in the world. 
IJIric Fugger, lord of Kirchberg and Weissenhome, a Tyrolese nobleman, who 
had previously distinguished himself as the patron of the eminent Scottish civilian, 
Scriiiiger, extended an apparently ample literary patronage to Henry son, admit- 
ting him to reside within his castle, amidst an ample assortment of valuable books 
and manuscripts, and bestowing on him a regular pension. Henryson after- 
wards dedicated his works to his patron, and the circumstance that Baro inscribed 
some of his commentaries on the Roman law to the same individual, prompts us 
to think it probable that Henryson owed the notice of Fugger to the recommen- 
dation of his kind preceptor.^ Dempster, who in bis life of Henryson, as usual, 
refers to authors who never mention his name, and some of whom indeed wrote 
before he had acquired any celebrity, maintains that he translated into Latin 
(probably about this period, and while he resided in Fugger’s castle) the Coni- 
inentarium Stoicorum Contrariorum ” of Plutarch ; and that he did so must be 
credited, as the work is mentioned in QuesnePs Bibliothec^a Thuana ; but the book 
appears to have dropped out of the circle of literature, and it is not now to be 
found in any public library we are aware of. In the year 1 552, he returned to 
Scotland, where he appears to have practised as an advocate. The protection and 
hospitality he had formerly received from the Tyrolese nobleman, was continued 
to him by Henry Sinclair, then dean of Glasgow, afterwards bishop of Ross, and 
president of the Court of Session ; — thus situated, he is said to have translated the 
Encheiridion of h'pictetus, and the Commentaries of Arrian ; but the fruit of his 
labours was never published, and the manuscript is not known to be in existence. 
Again Henryson returned to the continent, after having remained in his native 
country for a short period, and the. hospitable mansion of Fugger was once more 
open for his reception. About tliis period Baro, whom we have mentioned as Hen- 
ryson ’s instructor in law, published a Tractatus on Jurisdiction, which met an attack 
from the civilian Govea, which, according to the opinion expressed by Henryson, 
as an opponent, did more honour to his talents than to his equanimity and can- 
dour. Henryson defended his master, in a controversial pamphlet of some length, 
entering with vehemence into the minute distinctions which, at that period, dis- 
tracted the intellects of the most eminent jurisconsults. This work is dedicated 
to his patron Fugger. He was in 1554 chosen professor of the civil law at 
Bruges, a university in which one who wrote a century later states him to have 
left behind him a strong recollection of his talents and virtues. In 1 555, he 
published another work on civil law, entitled ** Comnientatio in Tit. X. Libvi 

^ Vide the dedication to Tractatus de Jurisdictioiie Heiirysoni, Meerman’s Thesaurus^ 
rol. ii. 
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Secundi Insiitutionum dc Testamentis Ordinandis.’^ It is a sort of running 
commentary on the title of which it professes to treat; was dedicated to 
Michael DUlospital, chancellor of France, and had the good fortune along with 
his previous Tractates, to be engrossed in the great Thesaurus Juris Civilis et 
Canonic! of Gerard Meerman, an honour which has attached itself to the works 
of few Scottish civilians. Henryson appears, soon after the publication of this 
work, to have resigned his professorship at Bruges, and to have returned to 
Scotland, where lucrative prospects were opened to his ambition. 

A very noble feature in the history of the Scottish courts of law, is the atten- 
tion with which the legislature in early periods provided for the interests of the 
poor. Soon after the erection of the College of Justice, an advocate was named 
and paid, for conducting the (!ases of those whose pecuniary circumstances did 
not permit them to conduct a law-suit ; and Henryson was in 1557 appointed 
to the situation of counsel for the poor, as to a great public office, receiving as 
a salary £20 Scots, no very considerable sum even at that period, but equal to 
one-half of the salary allowed to the lord advocate. When the judicial privileges 
which the lioman catholic clergy had gradually engrossed from the judicature 
of the country, were considered no longer the indispensable duties and privileges 
of churchmen, but more fit for the care of temporal judges, Henryson was 
appointed in 1 563 to the office of commissary, with a salary of 300 merks. 
Secretary Maitland of Lethingtoii having in January, 15G(i, been appointed an 
ordinary^ in place of being an extraordinary, lord of session, Henryson was 
appointed in his stead, filling a situation seldom so well bestowed, and generally, 
instead of being filled by a profound legal scholar, reserved for such scions of 
great families, as the government could not easily employ otherwise. Henryson 
was nominated one of the commission appointed in May, 1566, ** for viseing, 
correcting, and imprenting the Laws and Acts of parliament.” Of the rather 
carelessly arranged volume of the Acts of the Scottish parliament, from 1424> to 
1564, which the commission produced in six months c*ifler its appointment, he 
was the ostensible editor, and wrote the preface ; and it was probably as holding 
such a situation, or in reward for his services, that in June, 1566, he received 
an exclusive privilege and license to imprent or f^use imprent and sell, Uie 
Lawis and Actis of Parliament ; that is to say, the bukes of Law callit Regiam 
Majestatem, and the remanent auld Lawis and Actis of Parliament, consequent! ie 
maid be progress of time unto the dait of thir presentis, viseit, sychtit, and cor- 
rectit, be the lordis coramissaris speciallie deput to the said viseing, sychtiiig, 
and correcting thalrof, and that for the space of ten yeires next to cum.’'^ In 
November, 1567, he was removed from the bench, or, in the words of a con- 
temporary, taken ** off sessions, because he was one of the king’s council.”' 
lliis is the only intimation we have of his havihg held such an office ; and it is a 
rather singular cause of removal, as the king’s advocate was then entitled to sit 
on the bench, and was frequently chosen from among the lords of session. 
Henryson was one of the procurators for the church in 1573. The period oi 
his death is not known, but he must have been alive in 1579, as lord hWbes at 
that time petitioned parliament that he might be appointed one of the commis- 
sioners for deciding the differences betwixt the Forbeses and Gordons. > 

Henryson has received high praise as a jurisconsult, by some of his brethren ' 
of the continent, and Dempster considered him — Solis PapinianU in juris 
cognitione inferior” A monument was erected to his memory in the Grey Friars’ 
churchyard of Edinburgh, by his son Thomas Henryson, lord Chesters, wlio is 
said by Dempster and others to have displayed many of the legal and other 
qualifications of his father. 

* Reports from the Record (!!umniissiori, i. 257. 

■ Denmilii MS.— 'Haig and Bruiiton’s IJistorj of the College nl Justice, l.'i:!. 
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IIENUYSON, or HENDERSON. Robert, a poet of the iil'ieentli century, is 
described as having been chief schoolmaster of Dunferiuline, and this is almost 
llie only particular of his life that is sufficiently ascertained. According to one 
writer, he was a notary public, as well as a schoolmaster : and another is inclined 
to identify him with Henryson of Fordell, the father of James IJenrysoii who 
^vas king’s advocate and justice clerk, and who perished in the fatal battle ot 
Flodden. This very dubious account seems to have originated with Sir Robert 
Douglas ; who avers that Robert Henryson appears to have been a person of 
distinction in the reign of James the Third, and that he was the father of the 
king’s advocate. Douglas refers to a certain charter, granted by the abbot of 
Dunfermline in 1478, where Robert Henryson subscribes as a witness;' but in 
this charter he certainly appears without any particular distinction, ns he merely 
attests it in the character of a notary ptibli<^ A later writer is still more inac- 
curate when he pretends that the same witness is described as Robert Henryson 
of Fordell in this and other two charters which occur in the Chartulary of 
Dunfermline, he is des<;rihed as a notary public, without any other addition.** 
That the notary public, the schoolmaster of Dunfermline, and the proprietor of 
Fordell, were one and the same individual, is by no means to be admitted upon 
sucli slender and defective evidence. Henryson, or, according to its more 
iiiudem and less con*ect form, Henderson, was not at that period an uncommon 
surname. It is not however Improbable that tlie schoolmaster may have exer- 
cised the profession of a notary. While the canon law prevailed in Scotland,^ 
this profession was generally exercised by ec‘-c;lesiastif», and some vestiges of 
the ancient practice are still to be traced ; every notary designates himself a 
clerk of a particular diocese ; and by the act of 1584, uhich under the penalty 
of deprivation prohibited the clergy from following the profession of the law, 
they still retained the power of making testaments ; so that we continue to ad- 
mit the rule of the canon law, w'hich sustains a will attested by the parish priest 
and two or three witnesses.^ If therefore Henryson was a notary, it is highly 
probable that he was also an ccclesitistic, and if he was an ecclesiastic, he could 
not well leave any legitimate ofispring. The poet, in one of his works, describes 
himself as ane man of age and from fciir h'rancis Kinastoii we learn that 
“ being very old he died of a diarrha. or fluxe.” With respect to llie period ol 
his decease, it is at least certain that he died before Dunbar, who in his Lament, 
printed in tlie year 1508, commemorates him among other departed poets: 

III Duiilermling he lies taiie Broun, 

Witli gude Mr Robert lleiirysoun.’' 

TIjo compositions of Henryson evince a poetical fancy, and, for the period 
when he lived, an elegant simplicity of taste. He has carclulJy avoided that 
cumbrous and vitiated diction which began to prevail among the Scottish as 
well as the English poets. To his power of poetical conception he unites no 
inconsiderable skill in versification : his lines, if divested of their uncouth ortho- 
graphy, might often be mistaken for those of a much more modern poet. His 
principal work is the collection of Fables, thirteen in number, whicli are written 
in a pleasing manner, and are frequently distinguished by their arch simplicity ; 
but in compositions of this nature, brevity is a quality which may be considered 

* Douglas's Baronage of Sratland, p. 518. 

Sibbald’s Chruiiicle of Scottish Poctr\ , vol. i. p. 88. 

* Chartulary of Dunfermline, f. 64. a.~Koberl Henryson is a witness to other two charleie 
which occur in the same record, f. 63. li. b. His onl> mark of distinction is that of being de- 
signated Muffister, while the names of sevemi otlier witnesses appear without this title. H» 
harl perhaps taken the degree of master of arts. 

* ihcretid. Gregoiii IX. lib. hi. til. xxvi. cap. x. 
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ns almost indispensable, iioi* can it be denied that those of Henryson sometimes 
extend to too great a length. 'I'he collection is introduced by a prologue, and 
another is prefixed to the fable of the lion and the mouse. 

The tale of Vpoulands Mouse and the Burgesse Mouse may be regarded as 
one of his happiest ell'orts in this department. The same tale, which is borrowed 
from ^]sop, has been told by many other poets, ancient as well as modern. 
Babrias has despatched the story of the two mic,e in a few verses, but Henryson 
has extended it over a surface of several pages. Henry son's Tale of Sir Chaun- 
tecleire and the Foxe is evidently borrowed from Chaucer's Nonnes Preestes 
Tale. From these apologues some curious fragments of information may be 
gleaned. That of the Sheepe and the Dog, contains all the particulars of an 
action before the consistory court, and probably as complete an exposure of 
such transactions ^is the author could prudently hazard. The proceedings of the 
ecclesiastical courts seem about this period to have been felt as a common grievance. 

Another conspicuous production of Henryson is the Testament of Cresseid,® 
which is the sequel to (Chaucer's Troylus and Creseyde, and is commonly printed 
among the works of that poet It evidently rises above tlie ordinary standard 
of that period, and on some occasions evinces no mean felicity of conception. 
The silent interview between Troihis and Cresseid is skilfully delineated ; and the 
entire passage has been described as beautiful by a very competent judge of old 
poetry.*' It is unnecessary to remark that for “ the tale of Troy divine,” neither 
Chaucer nor Henry eion had recourse to the classical sources : this, like some 
oilier subjects of ancient history, had been invested with all the characteristifs of 
modern romance ; nor (;ould the Scottish poet be expected to deviate from the 
models which delighted liis contemporaries. Sir Troilus is commended for his 
knightly piety; a temple is converted into a kirk; Memiry is elected speaker 
of the parliament ; and Cresseid, on being afllicted with a leprosy, is consigned 
to a spittal-house, in order to beg with cup and clapper. The personages are 
ancient, but the insiiiutiuiis and iiiatiiiers are all modern. 

Henrysoifs tale of Orpheus is not free from similar incongruities, and pos- 
sesses fewer atlrucllons ; it is indeed somewhat languid and feeble, and may have 
been a lucubration of the author's old age. Sir Orpheus is represented as a king 
of I'hrace, and is first despatched to heaven in search of the lost Eurydice. 

Qulicii uiidit wiisthe saiigis lumciiUible, 
il» take Jiis luirp, tiuit on his breast cun hyng. 

Syne pussit to the heviii, as siiis the fable, 

To seke Iiis wyf, hot that uuailit no thing : 


* Tho Testament of Cresseid, com p) lit be Mr Robert Henrjsone, Sculismaister in Dun- 
fermeiing. Imprentital Edinburgh be Heiirie Churteris, 1593, 410 .—“ Ffor the author of 
this supplement,” sa>s Sir Fmiicis Kinastoii, “called the Testament of Cresseid, which may 
passe for the sixt and last booke ol this story, I luive very suflieieiitly bin informed by Sr. Tlio. 
Ereskin, late carlo of Kelly, and divers aged schollers of the Scottish nation, that it was made 
and written by one Mr Robert Henderson, sometime chiele schoolc-master, in Duinfcrmling, 
much about the time that Cliaucer was first printed and dedicated to King Henry the 8th by 
Mr Tliiniic, which was neere the end of his raigne. This Mr Henderson wittily observing 
that Chaucer in his 5th booke hud related the death of Troilus, but made no mention what 
became of Cresseid, he learnedly takes upon him, in a fine poeticall way, to expres the punish- 
ment and end due to a false unconstunt whore, which commonly terminates in extreme misery.” 
See the Loves of Troilus and Oeseid, written by Chaucer ; with a Commentary by Sir Fran- 
cis Kinaston, p. xxix. Lond. 179(), 8vo. Kiiiaston had translated into Latin rhyme two books 
of Chaucer’s poem, and liad published them under the title of Amorum Ttoili et Creaeidalibri 
duo primes Anglko-haiinij Oxuniue, 1635, 4lo. He completed his vei-siuti of the poem, together 
witli a commentary; and his manuscript at length came into the possession of Mr W^droii, 
who announced his intention of cummiltiiig it tu the press, but did not find encouragement to 
proceed beyond a short spi^cimen. 

• Scott’s Notes to 8ir Tristrem, p. 30:^. 
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By Wadlyng strete? he went but tarying, 

Syne come doun throu the spcrc of Saturn aid, 

Quhilk fuder is of all tliir steriiis cold. 

Having searched the sun and planets without success, he directs his coiii’se 
towards the earth, and in his passage is regaled with the music of the sphei'es. 
His subsequent adventures ara circumstantially, but not very poetically detailed. 
In enumerating the various characters whom he finds in the domains of Pluto, 
the poet is guilty of a glaring anachronism: here Orpheus finds Julius Caesar, 
Nero, and even popes and cardinals ; and it is likewise to be remarked that the 
heathen and Christian notions of hell are blended together. Hut such anachron- 
isms are very frequently to be found in the writers of the middle ages. Mr 
Warton remarks that Chaucer has been guilty of a very diverting, and what may 
be termed a double anachronism, by representing Cresseid and two of her 
female companions as reading the Thebaid of Statius.^ Like the fables of Hen- 
ryson, his tale of Oi'plieus is followed by a long moral ; and here he professes to 
have derived his materials from Boethius and one of his commentators. 

The Bludy Serk is an allegorical poem of considerable ingenuity. The poet 
represents the fair daughter of an ancient and worthy king as having been car- 
ried away by a hideous giant, and cast into a dungeon, where she was doomed 
to linger until some valiant knight should achieve her deliverance. A worthy 
prince at length appeared as her champion, vanquished the giant, and thrust him 
into his own loathsome dungeon. Having restored the damsel to her father, he 
felt that he had received a mortal wound : he requested her to retain his bloody 
shirt, and to contemplate it whenever a new lover should present himself. It is 
unnecessary to add that the interpretation of this allegory involves the high mys- 
teries of the Christian faith. 

The Abbay Walk is of a solemn character, and is not altogether incapable of 
impressing the imagination. Its object is to inculcate submission to the various 
dispensations of I’rovidence, and this theme is managed with some degree of 
skill. But the most beautiful of Henrysoii^s productions is Robene and Makync, 
the earliest specimen of pastoral poetry in the Scottish language. 1 consider it 
as superior in many respects to tlie similar attempts of Spenser and Browne ; it 
is free from the glaring improprieties wliich sometimes appear in the jmstorals of 
those more recent writers, and it exhibits many genuine strokes of poetical deli- 
neation. 'I'he shepherd's indideren<’.e is indeed too suddenly converted into love ; 
but this is almost the only instance in which the operations of nature are not 
faithfully represented. The story is skilfully conducted, the sentiments and man- 
ners are truly pastoral, and the diction possesses wonderful terseness and suavity. 

The Fables of Henryson were reprinted in 1832, for the Bannatyne Club,'** 
from the edition of Andrew Hart ; of which the only copy known to exist had 
been recently added to that great repository of Scottish literature, the Advo- 
cates’ Library. 

7 Watling-street is a name given to one of the great Roman wajs in Bntaiii. (Horsle)’a 
Roman Antiquities of Britain, p. 387. Lond. 173^ fol.) This paksage, which to some per- 
sons may appear so unintelligible, will be best explained by a quotation from Chaucer’s House 
of Fame, b. ii. 

Lo, quod he, caste vp thyiie eye, 

Se yonder, lo, the Galax}e, 

The whiche men clepe the Milky Way, 

For it is whyte ; ana some perfitiy 
Calleii it Watl^nge strete. 

8 In Shakspeare’s Troilus and Cressida, sa}s Mr Douce, “ Hector quotes Aristotle, Ul^’sses 
speaks of the bull>beariiig Milo, and Paiichirus of a man bom in April. Friday and Sunday, 
and even minced-pies with dates in them, are introduced.” (Illustrations of Shakspeare, vol. 
ii. p. 291.) 

• From the accurate memoir prefixed lo this volume, wc have, iiy the kind permission of (he 
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HEPBURN, James Bonavbntura, of ilie order of the Minims, said to have 
been an extensive linguist, lexicographer, grammarian, and biblical commenta- 
tor. When the historian and biogriipher happens witliin the range of his sub- 
jects, to find accounts of occurrences evidently problematicsil, and as evidently 
based on truths, while he can discover no data for the separation of trutli from 
falsehood, his critical powers are taxed to no inconsiderable extent. There are 
three several memoirs of the individual under consideration. The first is to be 
found in the llistoria Ecclesiastica (Mentis Scotorum, of Dempster, an author 
whose veracity we have already had oc^casion to characterize. Another is in the 
Lives of Scots Writers, by Dr George McKenzie, a work to which we have made 
cM'.casional allusions, and which shall hereafter receive due discussion ; and the 
third is in the European Magazine for 1795, from the pen of Dr Lettice. 
Dempster's account is short and meagre, except in the enumeration of the great 
linguist's works ; the second is ns ample ns any one need desire ; and the third 
adcls nothing to the two preceding, except the facetious remarks of the author. 
Among other authorities which might tiave given some account of his writings, 
or at least hinted at the exi8ten(‘>e of such a person, all w'e can discover bearing 
reference to any of his twenty-nine elaborate works, is the slight notice we shall 
presently allude to. According to McKenzie, Dempster says that he is men- 
tioned with great honour by Vincentius Blancus, a noble Venetian in his Book 
of Letters on reference to Dempster, the apparently extensive subject shrinks 
into De Literis in manubrio cultelli sanctl PetrL” Now we might have sus- 
pected that Dempster had intended to perpetrate a practif‘.al joke in the choice 
of a name, had we not, after considerable research, discovered that there is such 
a discussion on the pen knife of /St Peter in existence, from the pen of Vincenzo 
BJanchi, a Venetian to this rare work, however, we have not been so fortunate 
as to obtain access, tlie only copy of it, of which we have been enabled to trace 
the existence, being in the library of the British museum, and we must leave the 
infoniiation it may afford on the life of Hepburn to some more fortunate 
investigator. McKenzie farther slates that ** he is highly commended by that 
learned Dr of the canon law, James Gafterel, in his book of Unheard of Curiosi- 
ties on turning to this curious volume, we find the author highly recommend- 
ing ” Heurnius and his book, “ Antiquitatum Philosophiai Barbaricas.”® But 
unfortunately for the fame of our linguist, the author of that book was Otho 
Heurnius, or Otho Van Heurn, a native of Uti-echt, and son and siuxessor to the 
celebrated physician Ian Van Heurn. We now turn with some satisfaction to the 
only firm ground we have, on which to place the bare existence of Hepburn as 
an author. In the Bibliotheca Latiiio-Hebraica of liiibonatus,^ amidst the other 
numberless forgotten books and names, it is mentioned in a few words that 
“ Boiiaventura Hepbernus Scotus ord. min.” wrote a small Hebrew lexicon, 
printed in duodecimo : its desmption shows it to have been a small and trifling 

editor, Dr Irving, abridged the above article, lu the Lives of Scottish Worthies, Mr P. P. 
Ty tier h^ entered at considerable length into the merits of Heiii*} son’s poetry, of which he 
gives copious extracts. He says^— “ of the works of this remarkable man it is difiicult, when 
we consider tlie period in whieJi tliey w’ore written; to speak in terms of too warm enramium. 
In strength, and sometimes even in sublimity of painting, in pathos and sweetness, in the 
variety and beauty of his pictures of natural scenery, in the vein ot* quiel and playful humour, 
which runs through many of his piecMss, and in that fine natural taste, which rejecting the 
fiiults of his age, has dar^ to think for itself— he is altogether excellent.” 

* Vincenzo Bian^i Parere intorno alii caratteri che sono sopra il manico del collello di S. 
Pietro, 4to, Ven., 1620. 

Jacobi Gaiiarelli Curiositates inauditic, de figuris Pei'sarum talismanicis, cum notis, &c., 
ex ediUone Gregorii Michaelis, Hamb. IC^O, 2 vols., ]2mo, vide pp. 22, 36, 61, 134. 

Bibliotheca Latino-llebraica, sive de scriptoribus Latinis, qui ex diversis nationibus, 
^ntra Judieos, vel de re Hebraim utcumque scripsere, &c. auct. ei vend. D. Carolo Joseph. 
Imbonato, Mediolaiiensi, p. 14. 
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production, of a very ilitlerent description from the vast volumes nliich Demp- 
ster and McKenzie have profusely att.iched to his name. We liave been unable 
to procure access to this dictionary, or to ascertain its existence in any public; 
library. Without some more ample data or authority, we should deem ourselves 
worthy of the reproach of pedantry, were we to abbreviate the accounts presented 
to us, and tell the reader, ex cathedra y what he is to believe and what he is to 
discredit We have then before us the choice, cither to pass Mr Hepburn over 
in silence, or briefly to state the circaiiiisLances of his life, as they have been pre- 
viously narrated. To follow the former would be disrespetlfiil, not only to the 
veracious authors we have already mentioned, but also to the aiitliors of the va- 
rious respectable biographic.nl works who have admitted Hepburn on the list of 
the ornaments of literature ; and the latter method, if it do not furnish food fur 
investigation, may at least give some dmiisemenk 

James Jlonaventura Hepburn, w'as son to Thomas Hepburn, rector of Old- 
hamstocks in Lothian. M‘Kenzic states that he w:is born on the i4tli day of 
July, 1573, and, that we may not discredit the assertion, presents ns with a re- 
gister kept by the rector of Hldhamstocks, of the respective periods of birth of 
his nine sons. He received his university education at St Andrews, where, 
after his philosophical studies, he distinguished himself in the acquisition of the 
oriental languages. Although educated in the principles of the protestnnt reli- 
gion, he was induced to become a convert to the cliurch of Rome. After this 
change in his faith, he visited the contineiii, residing in Fiance and Italy, and 
thence passing through 'I'lirkey, Fersia, Syria, Falestine, h'gypt, ICthiopia, and 
most of the eastern countries,” gathering languages as he went, until he became 
fio perfect a linguist, that be could have travelled over the whole earth, and 
spoke to each nation in tlieir own language.’’ On returning from these la- 
borious travels, he entered the monastery of the Minims at Avignon, an order 
so called from its members choosing in humility to denominate themselves 
** Minimi Fratres Eremita*,” as being more humble still than the Miiiores, or 
Franciscans. He afterwards resided in the French monastery of the holy Trinity 
at Home. Here his eminent qualities attracted a ferment of attention from the 
learned world, and pope Haul the flfih, invaded his retirement, by appointing 
him librarian of the oriental books and manuscripts of the Vatican.*^ 

We shall now take the liberty of enumerating a few of the many weighty 
productions of our author’s pen, chiefly it is to be j>rcsumcd written during the 
six years in which he was librarian of the Vatican. Dictionarium Hehraicuiii 
— Dictionarium Clialdaicum — Peter Malcuth, seu gloria vel dccus Israelis, [con- 
tinet cent, homilias sive conciones] — Epitomen Chronicoruni Ronianorum — 
Gesta Hegum Israelis — (nrrammatica Arabma, (said to have been published at 
Rome in 1591, 4to.) He translated Coinmentarii Rabbi Kimcbi in Psalterium — 
Rabbi Abraham Aben Ezra Librum de Mysticis numeris — Ejusdem Librimi 
alium de septemplici niodo iuterpretandi sacram scripturain. 

We shall now turn our consideration to one work of Iho celebrated linguist, 
from which a little more information appears to be derivable. This is the 
**" Schema Septuagiiita Duorum Idiomatuin, sive virga aurea — quia Beata 
Virgo dicitur tot annis in vivis fuisse; et ille numerus discipulorum est Christi, 
et Roinana) Ecclesiae cardinalium, et tot mysieria in nomine Dei : Roinse, 1616,” 
McKenzie says, this was communicated to me by the late Sir John 31urray of 

^ It is singular that a peison in tho 17th century, living in Italy, professing so many laii- 
euagos in a country where linguists were rare, a librarian of the Vuticiiii, and one w'hose “ em- 
inent parts had divulged his fame through Uio whole city ’’—should have entirely escaped the 
vast researches of Andre in general littjrature, Eraboschi’s ample Investigation of Italian 
Literature, the minute Ecclesiastical Bibliographies of Dupiii and Labbe, and other works of 
the same description. 
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Glendoich, and since it is a singular piece of curiosity^ 1 shall give the render 
a particular account of it, with some reflections upon the diflerent languages 
that are here set down by our author.” Whether by the term communicated” 
the biographer means to intimate that he saw the production he criticises, is 
somewhat doubtful ; but at all events, our opinion of IVL^Kenzie^s veracity is such, 
that we do not believe he w'ould deliberately state that he had either been in- 
formed of or shown any particular work by Sir John Murray, and ihereaflter 
give a full and minute account of it, without some sort of foundation on 
which to erect his edifice of narrative. M'Kenzie proceeds to assure us that 
this is a large print, engraved at Rome in the year 1616, and dedicated to l*ope 
Paul V. That upon the top is the blessed virgin, with a circle of stars about 
her head, wrapt in a glorious vestment, upon which is her name in Hebrew, 
sending forth rays of eiilogiums in Latin, (ireek, and Hebrew, while over Her 
head appear the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Angels and the apostles are at 
her side, and the moon and stars beneath her feet. Then follow seven columns 
in which these encomiums are translated into the numerous dialects with which 
the mighty linguist was familiar. A great northern philologist, recently de- 
ceased, has lieeii held up to the wonder of the human race, as having been ac- 
quainted with thirty-two laiigiinges ; but in a period when few w^ere acquainted 
with more tongues than that of their native place, along with the Greek and 
Latin, and when the materials for more extensive acquisitions were with diffi- 
culty accessible, the craving appetite of Hepburn could not be satiated with 
fewer than seventy-two. W e have among these — The Cussian, the Virgiliaii, 
the Hetriiscan, the Saracen, the Assyrian, the Armenian, the Syro-Armenian, the 
Gothic, and also the Getic ; the Scythian, and the Mcpso-Gothic. Then he 
leaves such modern labourers as Champolioii and Dr Young deeply in the shade, 
from his knowledge of the Coptic, the Hieroglyphic, the Egyptian, the Mercurial 
Kgyptiac, the Isiac-Kgyptiac, and the Babylonish. He then turns towards the 
Chaldaic, the Palestinian, the I'urlush, the Rabbinical, the (ilerman Rabbinical, 
the Galilean, the Spanish-Rabbinical, the Afro-Rabbinical, and what seems the 
most appropriate tongue of all, the “ Mystical.”® Gradually the biographer rises 
with the dignity of his subject, and begins to leave the firm earth. He proceeds 
to tell us how Hepburn wrote in the “ Noachic,” the “ Adamean,” the Solo- 
monic,” the “ Mosaic,” the “ Hulo-Rabbinic,” the “ Seraphic,” the “ Angelical,’’ 
and the “ Supercelestial.” “ Now,” continues M‘Kenzie, with much complacency 
at the successful exhibition he has mode of his countryman’s powers, but certain- 
ly with much modesty, considering their extent, “ these are all the languages 
(and they arc the most of the whole habitable worlds in which our author has 
given us a specimen of his knowledge, and which evidently demonstrates that 
he was not only the greatest linguist of his own age, but' of any age that has 
been since the creation of the world, and may be reckoned amongst those pro- 
digies of mankind, that seem to'go beyond the ordinary limits of nature.” 

Hepburn dabbled in the doctrines of the Cabala, but whether in vindication 
or attack, the oracular observations of his biographers hardly enable us to as- 
certain. He died at Venice in October, 1620, a circumstance in which Demp- 
ster has the best reason to be accurate, as it is the very year in which he pens 
his account. McKenzie finds that others” (without condescending to mention 
who they are,) say that he died at Venice, anno 1621, and that his picture is 
still to be seen there, and nt^the Vatican at Rome.” Dr Lettice, in the refined 

® Perhaps the Cabalistic arrangement of the alphabet. 

Perhaps McKenzie may in naming this alphabet have had some confused idea in his 
mind, of an arrangement of the celestial bodies, by alteriiaie contortion, into something re- 
sembling the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, followed by some of the worshippers of the secret 
seieiires. The arrangement was called the celestial alphabet. Vide Cafferel. 

JU. If 
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spirit of a pliilosophical biographer, has dmwn of him tlio following diararter : 
“ Althougli Hepburn’s attainiiients in language were worthy of great admira- 
tion, 1 find no reason to believe that his iiiind was enlarged, or Ijis understand- 
ing remarkably vigorous. He does not appear to have possessed that quick 
sense of remote but kindred objects, that active faculty of combining and felicity 
of expressing related ideas, or that intuitive discernment betwixt heterogene- 
ous ones; those creative powers, in short, of thought or expression, by which 
original works of whatever kind are produc.ed ; those works in the contempla- 
tion of which alone, taste ever recognizes the tasciiiation of genius.” Did we 
possess the power of creating opinions out of notliiiig, whi<;li the Dr possessed, 
and to which he seems to refer, we shoiil<l have trie<l his canons of criticism, 
on a minute review of all llepburifs works, hut in the meantime, we can only 
say, we can scarcely agree witli him in thinking that the linguist lind not a quick 
sense of remote but kindred objects,” or that he had an^ defect in his dis> 
cerimient of heterogeneous ideas ; nor do we conceive that his biographer has 
allowed him too narrow an allowance of “ creative j»4>wer.” 

HERD, David, an ingenious and useful inquirer into o'.ir national antiquities, 
was born in the parish of St (-yrus, Kincardinesliire, about the year IT.'JsJ. Of 
his education, and early life in general, nothing has been ascertained. He 
probably served an appreiiticcshi]! under a country writer, and then, like many 
young men in his circumstance^, sought a situation of better promise in the 
capital. Tlirougbout a king liic, be appears to have lived uunnibitiously, and a 
bachelor, in Edinburgh, never rising above the character of a fVri(er\v clerk. 
He was for many years clerk to Mr l)avid liussel, a<;coiintant. A de(udcd taste 
for antiquities, and literary antiquities in particular, led Mr Herd to spend a 
great part of his savings on books ; and although the volumes whi(;h he pre- 
ferred were then much cheaper than now, his library eventually brought the 
sum of £ 254 , H)<v. lOd. The same taste brought him into association with the 
principal authors and artists of his own lime : Ruiuumait, the painter, was one 
of his intimate friends, and with Ruddiman, Hilbert IStuart, b’ergiisson, and 
Robert Rums, be was well acquainted. His information regarding Scottisli liis- 
tory and biography was extensive. Alany of his remarks appeared in the 
periodical works of his time, and the notes appended to several pojmlnr works 
were enriched by notes of his (xillecUng. Sir Walter Scott, for instance, was 
much indebted, in his Rorder Minstrelsy, to a manuscript of Air Herd’s, which is 
frequently quoted by tbo editor, both for ballads and for information respecting 
them. Air Herd was himself editor of what Scott calls the iirst classical c(»l- 
lection” of Scottish songs, which lirst .appeared in one volume in 17(i9, and 
secondly in two volumes, in 177:2. At his demise, which look place, June 25, 
1810, he was understood to have left considerable property, which fell to a 
gentleman in England, supposed to have been his natural sun, and who is said 
to have died a major in the army. 

HERIOT, Hboroe, founder of the excellent hospital in lidiiiburgh which 
bears his name, and jeweller to king James VI., w'as clescendcd from the Heriots 
of Trabroun in ICast-Lothian. This respectable family was connected with some 
of the most distinguished names in Scottish history. Thu mother of the illus- 
trious Buchanan was a daughter of the family, and it was through the patronage 
of James Heriot of Trabroun, his inateriial uncle, that the future poet and states- 
man was sent to prosecute his studies at the university of Paris. Elizabeth, 
daughter of James Heriot of 'IVabroun, was the inolher of Thomas Hamilton of 
Priestfield, first earl of lladdingloti, president of the court of session, and 
secretary and prime minister to James VI, Rut the family may, with more 
reason, boast of their connexion with the subject of this memoir, who, though 
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filling only the unarisio^uvatic rank of a tradesman, lias been tlie means of 
drawing forth from obscurity some persons of high talent, and many who have 
moved in the middle ranks with the greatest honour to themselves and benefit to 
society. 

(ieorge TIeriot, senior, was a goldsmitli in J^Minburgh and a person of wealth 
and consideration, lie filled some of the most responsible civic situations in 
the Scottish metropolis : his name often occurs in the rolls of the Scottish 
parliament as a commissioner for hMiiiburgh, in the parliaments and conventions 
of estates, and he was frequently appointed a commissioner by parliament for the 
consideralion of important questions.' 

George, his eldest son (the subject of oiir inquiry) is supposed to have been born 
in June, 15()3. Ife was destined to follow his father’s profession, at that time 
one of the most lucrtativc and honourable among the burgesses. The goldsmiths 
of Edinburgh were, in am;icnt times, classed with the hammermen ; at what 
time they were separated seems uncertain. They reiieived (in August, 1581) 
a charter of incorporation from the magistrates, in which many privileges, 
amounting in fact to a monopoly of their trade, were granted to them^and these 
were afterwards (IfiBfi) confirmed by a charter from James VI. They were, 
besides, for a long period, the only money lendei*s ; and the high rate of interest, 
with their frequent command over the resources of the court and tlie nobility, ren- 
dered them persons at once of wealth and power. 

At the age of twenty-three George TIeriot entered into a contract of marriage 
w ith Christian Marjoribanks, daughter of Simon Marjoribanks, a substantial bur- 
gess of Kdinburgli. On this occasion, his father presented him with 1000 
iijcrks to be ane begyning and pak to him,” and 500 more to purchase the 
iiiiplenients of his trade .and to fit out his shop. By his wife he received 1075 
iiierks, which appe.ar to have been lent out at ten per c^nt. interest, the usual 
rate of that period. 'I’heir union does not appear to have been of long dura- 
tion, although the dale of this J.idy’s death is unknown ; it is even doubtful if 
slie had any children — if she had, none of them survived her. 

Master lleriot w.is adiiiitted a member of the incorporation of goldsmiths on 
the twenty-eighth of May, 1588. In 1597 he was appointed goldsmith to the 
queen by a charter from James VI., and this (to use the expression of a contem- 
porary chronicler, Birrel,) ‘‘ was iiitiinat at the crossc be opin proclamatione and 
sound of trumpet ; and ane Clei, the French man, disc.hargit, qiiha was the 
queen’s goldsmithe hefor.'^ lleriot was soon after constituted goldsmith and 
jeweller to the king, with all the emoluments attacdied to that lucrative office. 
It would appear that he had already amassed a considerable fortune from his 
transactions with the court, but no notice of his work occurs in the treasurer’s 
books till Sepiemher, 1599, when we have the following: 

“ Payit at his majesties special command, with advyiss of the lords of secret 
couiisal, to George Heriot, younger, goldsmith, for a copburd propynit to Mon- 
sieur Vetonu, Frenche ambassadour, contening the peces following, viz. : twa 
basingis, twa laweris efieiriiig tlmirto, twa flacoiiis, twa chaiidilleris, sex couppis 
with coveris, twa couppis without coveris, ane lawer for water, ane saltfalt with 
ane cover ; all chissellit wark, and dowhill owirgilt, weyaiid twa staiic 14 pund 
and 5 unces at audit mark the unce, £4160. Item, for graving of 28 alniessis 
upon the said copburd £14,” Scots money. ; 

No other notice of him appears between this period and that of the removal of 
the court to England, whither he soon followed iL 

Heriot was now possessed of Large fortune, and determined upon forming a mar- 
riage connexion with a family of good rank The object of his choice was Alison 
^ Acts of tilt* Parliamenls of Scotliud (folio edition), iv. 181, 379. 
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Primrose, eldest daugliter of James Primrose, clerk to the Scottish privy council ; 
a geritleiiian whose industry and talents had raised him to that honourable office, 
and who w'os the grandfather of the first earl of Hoseberry. Heriot was also 
destined to survive this lady, who died, without leaving issue, on the 16th 
of April, 1612. ** The loss of a young, beautiful, and amiable partner, at a 

period so interesting,’’ Sir Walter Scott conjectures, was the probable reason 
of her husband devoting his fortune to a charitable institution/’ She was interred 
in the south aisle of the choir of Saint Gregory’s churrli, where her sorrowing 
husband erected a handsome monument, bearing a Latin inscription, to her 
memory. 

From the period of Heriot’s settlement at London little is known of his his- 
tory. Many of the accounts of jewels furnished by him to tlie queen have been 
preserved, and several are printed by Mr Constable in his memoir of Heriot 
These a(!counts, from 1605 to 1615, amount to many thousand pounds sterling, 
but there does not appear to have been the same liberality towards all the mem- 
bers of the royal family. We find the duke (then marquis) of lhic;kingliaiii, 
writing to his dcre dad, gossip and steward,” the king, from the Spanish 
court in the following manner relative to the prince : Hitherto you have beine 
so sparing [of jewels] that whereas you thought to have sent him sufficiently for 
his one [own] wearing, to present to his mistris, who, 1 am sure shall shortllc 
now louse that title, and to lend me, tluat 1 to the contrarie have bene forsed to 
lend him.” About the same period Charles writes the follow iiig letter from 
Madrid to his royal father : 

I confess that ye have sent inor jewells then (at my departure) 1 thought to 
had use of ; hut, since my cuniming, seeing manie jewels worne here, and that 
my braverie C 2 ui consist of nothing else, besydes that siiiue of iliem which ye 
have appointed me to give 1o the Infanta, in Steenie''s oppinion and myiie are 
not fitt to be given to her ; therefore 1 have taken this bouldncss to etiireate 
your majesty to send more for my own wearing, and for giving to my mistris, 
in which 1 think your majesty shall not doe amiss to take Carlyle’s advice.”*^ 
It is said that Heriot furnished these jewels, and that they were never paid for 
by James, but that their price was deducted from the purchase-money of the 
barony of Broughton when bought by the trustees of the hospital.^ If this is 
the case, it is the last transaction in which we have found Heriot engaged. He 
died at Loudon on the 1 2th of February, 1624, and was buried at St Martin’s in 
the Fields on the 20th of the same month. 

Of Heriot’s private character little unfortunately is known. He seems to 
have possessed those strict business-like habits of acc/Uracy for wlii<’h he is so dis- 
tinguished in the novel of the Fortunes of Nigel. With his relations he must 
have lived on amicable terms, for besides the munificent provision made in his 
will for the estcablishinont of an hospital, he left considerable sums to many of hii 
relations. Of these the nearest were two natural daughters. 

By his will, (dated 20tli January, 1623,) he left the whole of his fortune, af- 
ter deducting the legacies to his relations, servants, &c. to ‘‘ the provost, bail- 
lil&, ministers, and ordinary council, for the time being, of the said town of 
Edinburgh, for and towai*ds the founding and erecting of an hospital within the 
said town of Edinburgh, in perpetuity ; and for and towards purchasing of cer- 
tain lands in perpetuity to belong unto tlie said hospital, to be employed for the 

■ Stark’s Picture of Eilinburgli, p. 232. 

• Ellib’s Letters illustrative of English history, (first series) iii. 145, 6 . BucJilngham adds 
the following postscript in his usual style : 1 your doge (dog) sayes you have manie jewels 

ueyther fitt for your one (own,) your sones, nor your daughter, wearing, but very fitt to be- 
stow on those here who must nt’ee.ssiirilic have presents*, and this way will be least chargeable to 
\om' lOfUcsty in my poun* fjMiii.Hi/’ 
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iiiAintenance, relief, bringing up, and education of so many poor fatherless 
boys, freemen’s sons of the town of Edinburgh, as the means which 1 give, and 
the yearly value of the lands purchased by tlie provost, bailiffs, ministers, and 
council of the said toAvn shall amount, or tunne to.” The education of the boys 
is superintended by able masters, and they are not only taught to read, write, 
and c.ast accounts, (to which the statutes of the hospital originally confined the 
trustees,) but Latin, (ireek. Mathematics, &c. If the boys choose a learned pro- 
fession, they are sent to the university for four years, with an annual allowance 
of thirty pounds. Tlie greater number are bound apprentices to tradesmen in 
the city, and are allowed the annual sum of ten pounds for five years ; at the 
end of their apprenticeship they receive five pounds to purchase a suit of 
clothes, upon pr(^ucing a certificate of good conduct from their master. 

The foundation of the present magnificent structure (designed by the cele- 
brated architect Inigo Jones,) was laid on the 1st of July, 1G28, but from the 
disturbed state of the country continued unfinished till April, 1659. From the 
rise in the value of their property, the yearly revenue at the disposal of the 
trustees has very greatly increased, especially during the last half century. A 
body of statutes by which the institution is governed was drawn up by Dr Bal- 
(’.anquaJ, dean of Kochester, the well known author of a Declaration concerning 
the late tumults in Scotland,” 1639, published in name of king Charles 1. 

HERON, Robert, a miscellaneous writer, was born in the town of New 
Galloway, on the 6tli November, 1764. His father, John Heron, was a weaver, 
generally respected for his persevering industry and exemplary piety. By his 
grandmother, Margaret Murray, aunt of the late Dr Alexander Murray, he 
claimed no very distant relationship to that profound philologist. He was early 
instructed in his letters under the careful eye of a fond ][)arent, and was not sent 
to the school of the ])arisli until he had reached his ninth year. He soon be- 
oiiie remarkable for the love he showed for learning, and the unwearied anxiety 
with which he pursued his inquiries after every point connected with his studies. 
This being early pcrtMsived by his parents, they resolved to give him the benefit 
of a liberal education as far os their means would allow. He had scarcely re- 
mained two years at school when, at tlie age of eleven, he contrived to maintain 
and eduf^ate himself by mingling with his studies the labour of teaching and 
writing. From his own savings out of a very limited income, and a siimll as- 
sistance from his parents, he was enabled to remove to the university of Edin- 
burgh at the end of the year 1780. 

His hopes of preferment at that time being centered in the church, he first ap- 
plied himself to the course of study which that profession requires. While 
attending the college he was still obliged to devote a considerable portion of his 
time to private teaching, as well as writing occasional essays for newspapers and 
magazines, in order to provide for Ins subsistence. To quote his own words, 

he taught and assisted young persons at all periods in the course of education, 
from the alphabet to the highest branches of science and literature.” Being 
well grounded in a knowledge of the French language, he found constant em- 
ployment from booksellers in translating foreign works. His first literary pro- 
duction, published with his name, appeared in 1789, A Critique on the Genius 
and Writings of Thomson,” prefixed to a small edition of the Seasons. It was 
highly spoken of, and reflected much credit on the judgment and taste of the author. 
His next work was a version of Fourcroy’s Chemistry, from the French, followed 
by Savory’s Travels in Greece, DumourieFs Letters, Gcsner's Idylls in part, an 
abstract of Zimmerman on Solitude, and several abridgments of Oriental Tales. 

In 1790-1, he says he “ read lectures on the law of nature, the law of na- 
tions, the Jewish, (Grecian, Roman, feudal, and canon law — and then on the 
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several foniis of municipal jurisprudence established in modern Europe — these 
lectures, he says, were to assist gentlemen who did not study professionally, in 
the understanding of history. Though he devoted mu(*.h time and study to pre- 
pare these lectures, he was afterwards unfortunate in not being able to obtain a 
sufficient audience to repay him for their composition — they were consequently 
soon discontinued. A syllabus of the entire course was afterwards published. Still 
the sums of money he continued to receive from his publishers were amply sufficient 
to maintain him in a respectable manner, if managed with prudence and discretion ; 
but his unfortunate peculiarity of temper, and exti-avagant desire of supporting a 
style of living which nothing but a liberal and certain income would ad- 
mit of, frequently reduced him to distress, and finally to the jail. He might 
have long remained in confinement, but that some worthy friends interceded ; 
and, on their suggestion, he engaged himself to write a History of Scotland, for 
which Messrs Morrisons of Eertli were to pay him at the rate of throe guineas 
a sheet, his creditors, at the same time, agreeing to release him for fifteen 
shillings in the pound, to be secured on two thirds of the copyright ; before this 
arrangement was fully concluded, melancholy to relate, nearly the whole of the 
first volume of the History of Scotland was written in jail. It appeared in 
1793, and one volume of the work was published evei 7 year successively, until 
the whole six were completed. During that period he went on a tour through 
the western parts of Scotland, and from notes>taken on the road, he compiled 
a work in two volumes octavo, <^illed ** A Journey through the Western Parts 
of Scotland.” He also gave to the world, “ A Topographical Account of Scot- 
land,” A New and Complete System of Universal fieography,” “ A Memoir 
of Robert Burns,” besides many contributions to magazines and other periodical 
works. He w'as also engaged by Sir John Sinclair, to superintend the publica- 
tion of his Statistical Account of Scotland. By this time he had acquired great 
facility in the use of his ]»en, and, being extremely vain of the versatility of his 
genius, lie flattered himself there was no range in literature, however high, that 
was not within the scope of his powers. Impressed with these ideas, he made 
an attempt at dr<*imatic composition, and having some influence with the manager 
of the tlieatre, he contrived to get iiitrodiu’ed on the stage an after-piece, 
written, as he says, in great haste, called, St Kilda in Edinburgh ; or, News 
from Cianiperdowii — but as if to verify the adage, “ Things done in a haste are 
never done well,” so it turned out with St Kilda. Being devoid of every thing 
like interest, and violating in many parts the common rules of decency, it was 
justly condemned before it reached the second act. 

Our author’s vanity must have on this occasion received a deep wound, being 
present in the house at the time ; — overwhelmed with disappointment, he flew to 
his lodgings and confined himself to bed for several days. Still blinded by 
vanity in the midst of liis mental sufferings, he imputed the failure of his play to 
the machinations of his enemies. He therefore determined on “ shaming the 
rogues” by printing. It is needless to say, it neither sold nor was talked of. 
The most amusing part of this affair was the mode in which he persisted in forc- 
ing his production on the public. We shall present our readers with an ex- 
tract 'from his highly inflated preface. It commences with a quotation from 
Sti^rne’s Tristram Shandy. The learned bishop Hall tells us in one of his de- 
cades, at the end of his Divine Meditations, that it is an abominable thing for a 
man to commend himself^ and verily 1 think so ; and yet, on the other hand, 
when a thing is executed in a masterly kind of fashion, which thing is not likely 
to be found out, 1 think it is fully os abominable that a man should lose the hon- 
our of it This is exactly my situation.” In the following he quotes Swift : — 
** When a trm genius appears in the world, you may know him by this sign — 
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that tlie tlancea are all in confederacy against him.” Yet, though blinded by 
folly and weighed down by distress, still Ills filial affections were alive, and, al- 
though ho could not afford his parents any permanent support, he seemed an- 
xious to promote the education of tlieir family ; which the following extracts 
from his letters will sufficiently prove : 

1 hope by living more pious and carefully, by managing my income frugally, 
and appropriating a part of it to the service of you and my sisters, and by living 
with you in future at least a third part of the year, to reconcile your affections 
more entirely to me, and give you more comfort than I have yet done. Oh forget 
and forgive my follies; look on me as a son .who will anxiously strive to com- 
fort and please you, and, after all your misfortunes, to render the evening of 
your days as happy ns possible.’’ And again, — “ We will endeavour,” says he, 
“ to settle our dear Grace comfortably in life, and to educate our dear little 
Betty and Mary aright.” He brought his eldest brother, John, to Kdinhurgli, 
to study at the university, with the view of his entering the church ; he was a 
youth of promising abilities, but of weak constitution, and sank into an early 
grave in 1790. As the other children increased in years, faithful to his pro- 
mise, be brought his favourite sister, Mary, to live with liiin in Edinburgh to 
complete her education. His irregularities, and (mnsequcnl embarrassiiients, 
made her situation in town any tiling but an enviable one. Her mortilications, 
however, in this life were not of long duration, as she died at bis lodgings in 
1798. 'I'o a mind of bis cpiick sensibility this was a droadful shuck. Almost 
frantic with grief at the loss he experienced, be gave himself up to the wildest 
despair : every unkind action or word he made use of towards her rushed to 
Ills distracted memory, until life itself was almost insupportable. Neither the 
sympathy of friends, nor the consolations of religion, could mitigate his woes. 
At the same time his means of subsistence became every day more precarious ; 
his literary labours were censing to pay, so that, added to his other misfortunes, 
starvation and a jail were hourly staring iiim in the face. Shunning ns much 
as possible all his former companions, he might now be seen wandering about 
ilie suburbs of the city, witii wasted cheek and sunken eye, a miserable victim of 
want and care. By degrees, however, lie was recalled to a better state of mind, 
when, finding his views not likely to succeed any longer in Scotland, he was 
induced to go to London in 1799. For the first few years of his residence 
there, it appears he found good employment, and his application to study being 
very great, his profits and prospects were alike cheering. In a letter written to 
his father about the time we are speaking of, he says — 

** My whole income, earned by full sixteen hours a-day of close application 
to reading, writing, observation, and study, is but very little more than three 
hundred pounds a-year. But this is sufficient to my wants, and is earned in a 
manner which 1 know to be the most useful and honourable — tliat is, by teach- 
ing beneficial trutliB, and discountenancing vice and folly more effectually and 
more extensively than 1 could in any other way. This 1 am here always sure 
to earn, while 1 can give the necessary application ; and if I were able to exe- 
cute more literary labour I might readily obtain more money.” 

He for a time pursued his literary vocations with an unwearied industry, and 
there was scarcely a publication then in London of any note but contained some 
of his fugitive writings. He realized In consequence a good income, but, unfor- 
tunately, for no great length of time. His fonner bad habits returned, and while 
money continued to flow in, he indulged in the wildest extravagance. Wish- 
ing to, be thought an independent man of fortune, he would carry his folly 
so far 08 at times to keep a pair of horses, with a groom in livery. All 
this time his pen was laid aside ; and until warned of his fate by the appearance 
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of his last shilling, he seemed altogether devoid of redoction. Then he would 
betake himself to his work, as an enthusiast in every thing, confining himself for 
weeks to his chamber, dressed only in his shirt and morning gown, and com- 
monly oath a green veil over his eyes, which were weak, and inflamed by such 
fits of ill regulated study. 

In 1806, he addressed a letter to Mr Wilberforce on the jiistice and expedi- 
ency of the Slave Trade, He wrote a short system of Chemistry, and a few 
months previous to his death he published a small work called the Comforts of 
Life, which, it appears, met with a ready sale. 

The last years of his life were spent in the deepest misery. His friends 
and associates by degrees deserted him ; some ofiendcd at his total want of 
steadiness, others worn out by constant importunities, and not a few disgusted 
at the vanity and envy ho displayed on too many occasions ; added to all this, 
his employers found they could place no dependence on his promises, as he 
would only resume his pen when urged to it by stern necessity, so that he found 
at last, it was with great difiiciilty he could procure even a scanty subsistence. 
Deep ill debt, and harassed by his creditors, who were all exasperated at his 
constant want of faith, he was at last consigned to the jail of Newgate, where 
he dragged on a miserable existence for many months. From that vile prison 
he wrote the following pathetic appeal to the Literary Fund, which we derive 
from a most appropriate source, D^Israeli’s Calamities of Authors.^’ 

Ever since I was eleven yearn of age I have mingled with my studies the 
labour of teaching or writing to support and educate myself. During about 
twenty years, while 1 was in constant and occasional attendance at the university 
of Edinburgh, I taught and assisted young persons at all periods in the course 
of education, from the alphabet to the highest branches of science and literatirre. 
1 read lectures on the law of nature, the law of nations, the Jewish, the Grecian, 
the Roman, and the canon law, and then on the feudal law, and on the several 
forms of municipal jurisprudence established in modern Europe. 1 printed a 
Syllabus of these lectures, which wiis approved ; they were as introductory 
to the professional study of law, and to assist gentlemen who did not study it 
professionally, in the understanding of history. 1 translated Fourcroy's Chem- 
istry twice, Savary’s Travels in Greece, Dumourler’s Letters, GesneFs Idyls in 
part, an abstract of Zimmerman on Solitude, and a great diversity of smaller 
pieces. 1 wrote a journey through the western parts of Scotland, which 
has passed through two editions ; a History of Scotland in six volumes 8vo ; a 
typographical account of Scotland, which has been several times reprinted ; a 
number of communications in the Edinburgh Magazine ; many prefaces and 
critiques. A Memoir of the Life of Burns, which suggested and promoted the 
subscription for his family, has been reprinted, and formed the basis of Dr Cur- 
rie’s life of him, as 1 learned by a letter from Doctor to one of his friends; a 
variety ofjeux d^esprit, in verse and prose, and many abridgments of large works. 
In the beginning of 1799, 1 was encouraged to come to London. Here 1 have 
written a great multiplicity of articles in almost every branch of literature, my 
education in Edinburgh having comprehended them alL The London Review, 
the Agricultural Magazine, the Universal Magazine, the Anti-Jacobin Review, 
the Public Characters, the Annual Necrology, with several other periodical works, 
contain many of my communications. In such of these publications as have 
been received, I can show that my anonymous pieces have been distinguished 
with very high praise. 1 have written also a short system of Chemistry, and 1 
published a few weeks since a small work called the Comforts of Life, of which 
the first edition was sold in one week, and the second edition is now in rapid 
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sale. In the newspapers — The Oracle, The Porcupine, when it existed, The 
(ieneral Evening Post, The Morning Post, The British Press, The Courier, &c. 

1 have published my reports of the debates in parliament, and 1 believe a 
greater variety of fugitive pieces than 1 know to have been written by any one 
person. I have written also a great variety of compositions in Latin and 
French, in favour of which 1 have been honoured with the testimonials of liberal 
approbation. 

1 have invariably written to serve the cause of religion and morality, pious 
Christian education, and good order in the most direct manner. 1 have con- 
sidered what 1 have written as mere trifles, and I have incessantly studied to 
qualify myself for something better. 1 can prove that 1 have for many years 
read and written one day with another from twelve to sixteen hours a-day. As 
a human being 1 have not been free from follies and errors ; but the tenor of 
my life has been temperate, laborious, humble, quiet, and, to the utmost of my 
power, beneficent 1 can prove the general tenor of my writings to be candid, 
and ever adapted to exhibit the most favourable views of the abilities, disposi- 
tions, and exertions of others. For the last ten months I have been brought to 
the very extremity of bodily and pecuniary distress. 

** 1 shudder at the thoughts of perishing in a jail. 

*‘952, Chancery Laney Fed. Hd, 1B07. (In confinement. )'’ 

His life was now fast drawing to a close. With a mind bowed down by want 
and despair, and a body emaciated from increasing disease, he was incapable of 
fiU’tlier exertion ; and being removed to an hospital as his last and only hope, 
in one week after his entrance there, he breathed his lost, on the 1 3th of April, 
] S07, without a friend to console or assist him. Thus perished Robert Heron 
ill the prime of life, with talents and acquirements of a very rare descrip- 
tion, which, if governed by prudence, were eminently calculated to gain for 
him an lionournlile independence in the world. It is difficult to estimate the 
true depth of his genius by his iiiiscellaucous publications in prose ; his style 
w'as of a mixed desci*iption, — sometimes pompous and declamatory, at other times 
chaste and elegant But it must be considered ho was seldom allowed the 
choice of a subject, being all his life under the dictates of a publisher.^ He 
('.omposed with great rapidity, and seldom made any corrections but in his proof 
sheets. His appearance was at most times impressive and dignified ; his figure, 
above the middle size, stately and erect, and his countenance liad a benevolent 
expression, though pale and care-worn from study and confinement 

With all his faults he had still many redeeming virtues ; and above all a 
strong sense of Uie respect which is due to religion and morality. In a diary 
of his life, kept at various times, which contains a free confession of his senti- 
ments, he has recorded, that, in whatever manner he spent the day, he never 
closed his eyes at night without humbling himself in prayer before the throne 
of the Most High. 

The brief memoir of this accomplished scholar affords another striking in- 
stance of the impossibility of shielding genius from poverty and disgrace when 
blinded by passion, or perverted by eccentricity. 

HILL, (Dr) George, an eminent leader of the church of Scotland, and prin- 
cipal of St Mary^s college, St Andrews, was born in that city, in the month of 
June, 1750. His father, the llcv. John Hill, was one of tlie ministers of St 
Andrews ; and he went through his whole course of education in the univenity 
tliere. The elements of education he received very early, after which he was 

* A specimen of the writings of tliis extraordinary genius is given in the present work, 
under the head ** Robert Burns.'* 
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sent to the grammar school, then taught by Mr Dick, who afterwards obtained a 
chair in the university. While he continued at school, he made a rapid pro- 
gress, and was generally at the head of his class. At the age of nine years, he 
exhibited so much precocity of talent as to compose a sermon, superior in his 
falher^s opinion to many sermons he had heard from the pulpit ; and the late 
countess of Buchan was so much pleased with it, that she requested it might be 
dedicated to her, and carried it to London with her, with the Intention of having 
it printed. The intention, however, without any loss to the world we presume, 
was never brought into act He entered upon his academical course in the 
eleventh year of his age, and in all the different classes maintained a decided 
superiority. His tasks he performed always with ease; and he was highly 
respected by all the professors under whom ho studied. At fourteen years of 
ago, he had completed his pliilosophical course, and was made a master of arts ; 
and, having determined to devote himself to the church, entered upon the study of 
theology in his fifteenth year. During the second session of his theology, the earl 
of Kinnoul, having been appointed chancellor of the university of St Andrews, gave 
for the encouragement of learners, a number of prizes, to be bestowed on the 
most deserving in the various (dassos. These prizes his lordship distributed to 
the successful candidates with his own hand ; and young Hill, having gained one 
of them, though he had to contend with many that were greatly his seniors, 
attracted the particular notice of his lordship, who from tKat moment took a 
warm interest in his success in life, giving him directions for his conduct, and 
aid for the prosecution of his schemes, with the warmth of a parent rather than 
the cx)ld and stately formality of a patron. During his college vacations, he was 
in the habit of visiting frequently at Temple, his uncle. Dr MTJonnick, the 
biographer of Carstairs, by whom he was introduced to the metropolitan of the 
Scottish church, princip*al Robertson, and by the principal he was recommended 
as tutor to the eldest son of Rryce Campbell, M. H., and at that time one of the 
lords of the treasury. In consequence of this appointment, he repaired to Lon- 
don in November, i7(i7, not having cmmpleted his seventeenth year. Such n 
series of fortunate incidents occurs in llie lives of few individuals. Educated,” 
says his biographer, ** in the genuine principles of whiggisni, lie considered tlie 
great design of government to be the promotion of the liberty and the happiness 
of the people but in the close of the very same paragraph this writer intro- 
duces the subject of his panegyric saying to his mother, ** as 1 have seen nothing 
but mobbing and the bad eilects of faction since J came to England, 1 am very 
moderate, and think it the duty of an honest man to support almost any min- 
istry.” Mr Hill was, indeed, a whig of a somewhat odd kind ; the man whom he 
most admired was lord North, and the objects of his aversion and his vituperation 
were the American colonists, Messrs Beckford, Wilkes, and the other members of 
the opposition in the house of commons. 

Mr Hill, while at St Andrews, had been an ambitious member of those assobia- 
tions generally formed at colleges for the purpose of exercising the talent of 
speech, and he was not long in London till he found his way into the Robin 
Hood Debating Society, where he even then consulted his interest by defending 
the measures of administration. His account of this society gives no very high 
idea of its members. ** Last night 1 went to the Robin Hood Society and was 
very highly entertained there. We had speakers of all kinds, shoemakers, 
weavers, and quakert, whose constant topic was the dearness of ■ provisions. 
There were one or two who spoke very comically, and with a great deal of 
humour. But what surprised me much, 1 heard one of the easiest and most 
masterly speakers that ever 1 heard in my life. His dress was rather shabbj^y 
hut he is a constant attendant and by long practice has greatly improved. ' I 
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■poke once or twice^ and liad ilie honour of being listened to with great atten- 
tion, which is a compliment in a society of this kind, which is made up of people 
of all descriptions. It sits on Mondays from eight to ten. A ticket costs six- 
pence, for which you get a well lighted room and as much porter and lemonade 
as you choose to drink. There is a subject fixed, and if tlmt fail, the president 
gives another. 1 shall be a constant attendant, not only as it is one of the 
highest entertainments, but as the best substitute for the select clubs which 1 have 
left .** — ** 1 carried,** he says in another letter to his mother, ** my pupil to the 
Robin Hood Society, along with Mr Brodie, Mr Campbell’s parodiial clergyman 
at Calder, who was on a visit to London. 1 made a splendid oration, which had 
the honour of a loud clap, and was very much approved by Mr Brodie. It is 
a fine exercise for oratorical talents.’* On another occasion Mr Hill thus 
expresses himself: 1 am obliged to you for your observations on the knowledge 
of mankind. The true secret certainly for passing through life with comfort, and 
especially to a person in my situation, is to study the tempers of those about him and 
to accommodate himself to thenu 1 don’t know whether I am possessed of this 
secret, or whether there is something remarkable in the persons with whom 1 
converse, but I have found every body with whom I have had any connexion 
since 1 came to England or Wiiles, exceedingly agi'eeable. From all I have 
met with politeness and attention, and, from many, particular marks of favour 
and kindness. 1 may be defective in penetration and sagacity, and in judging 
of character, but 1 am sure I am pliable enough, more than 1 think sometimes 
quite right 1 can laugh or be grave, talk nonsense, or politics, or philosophy, 
just as it suits iny company, and can submit to any mortification to please those 
with whom 1 converse. 1 cannot fiattcr ; but 1 can listen with attention, and 
seem pleased with every thing that any body says. By arts like these, which have, 
perhaps, a little meanness in them, but are so convenient that one does not 
choose to lay them aside, 1 have had the good luck to be a favourite in most 
places.” This at eighteen, except perhaps in Scotland, will be looked upon as 
an amazing instance of precocious worldly sense. In the scramble for the good 
things of this world, had such a man failed, who could ever hope to succeed ? 

In a subsequent letter to his mother, referring to Uie circumstance of a younger 
brother entering upon his education, he observes, What is the learning of any 
one language, but throwing away so much time in getting by heart a parcel of 
words in one language, and another parc^el corresponding to the first in another ? 
It is an odd thing that some more rational and useful employment cannot be 
found out for boys of his age, and that we should still throw away eight or ten 
years in learning dead languages, after we have spunged out of them all that is 
to be found. God ceilaiiily never intended that so much of our time should be 
spent in learning Greek and Latin. The period allotted to us for action is so 
short that we cannot too soon begin to fit ourselves for appearing upon the stage. 
Mr Campbell cannot read Greek, and he is a bad Latin scholar ; yet he is a 
philosopher, a divine, and a statesman, because he has improved his natural 
parts by reading a great deal of English. 1 am, and perhaps all my life shall 
continue a close student ; but 1 hate learning. 1 have no more than is absolutely 
necessary, and as soon as 1 can 1 shall throw that little away.” Whatever was his 
Latinity, Mr Campbell’s interest was good and promised still to be better, in 
consequence of which Mr Hill’s friends were instant with him to go into the 
church of England, where, through the attention of Mr Campbell, he might be 
much better provided for than he could be in the church of Scotland, to which, 
notwithstanding, he still professed not only adherence, but a high degree of 
veneration. 

From this temptation he was delivered by tlie death of Mr Fryoe Campbelli 
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who was cut o/T in the prime of his days, and in the midst of his expectations. 
Mr Hill, however, was still continued with his pupil, who was now under the 
protection of his grandfather ; and as great part of his estates lay in Scotland, 
that his education might be corresponding to the duties which, on that account, 
he might have to perform, young Campbell was sent for two sessions to the 
university of Edinburgh, and that he might be under the eye of principal 
Robertson, he was, along with his tutor, boarded in the house of Jllrs Syme, the 
principal’s sister. During these two sessions, Mr Hill attended the divinity 
class and the meetings of the Speculative Society, where he acquired cx^nsiderable 
eclat from a speech in praise of the aristocracy. He also waited on the General 
Assembly, in the debates of which he took so much interest ns to express his wish 
to be returned to it as an elder. With Dr Robertson his intercourse was uninter- 
rupted, and by him he was introduced to the notice of the principal men in and 
about Edinburgh. By his uncle, Dr McCormick, he was introduced at Arniston 
house, and in that family (Dundas) latterly found his most efficient patrons. W^hile 
he was thus swelling the train of rank and fashion, it was his fortune to meet for 
the first time, dining at general Abercrombie’s, with the celebrated David Hume, 
of whom he thus wrote immediately after : ** I was very glad to be in company 
w'ith a man about whom the world has talked so much ; but 1 was greatly sur- 
prised with his appearance. 1 never saw a man whose language is more vulgar, or 
whose manners are more awkward. It is no affectation of rudeness as being a 
philosopher, but mere clownishness, which is very surprising in one who has 
been so much in high life, and many of whose writings display so much 
elegance.” During all this time, the ]irogress of his pupil was not commensu- 
rate to the expectations of his friends, and the expenses it occasioned ; and 
with the'a 2 >probation of his patron, lord Kinnoul, Mr Hill resigned his charge. 
Mr Morton, professor of (irreek in the university of St Andrews, at this time 
wishing to retire on account of the infirmities of age, Mr Hill became a candidate, 
was elected after some little opjiosition, and on the 21st of May, 1772, was 
admitted joint professor of Greek, being yet only in the twenty-second year of 
his age. He now went to London with his former pupil, and visited Cam- 
bridge, where Mr Campbell was to finish bis studies ; and, liaving received from 
lord Kinnoul and Dr Robertson amjde testimonials to the ability and faithfulness 
with which be had discharged his duty while residing in Edinburgh, the family 
parted with him, expressing their thankfulness, their respect, and regret. Return- 
ing to Scotland, he spent some time with his uiudc, preparing for meeting with 
bis class, which he did in the end of the year 1772. I he duties of this charge 
did not prevent him from various other pursuits. In the year 1774, Mr Camp- 
bell, in order to make the most of his parliamentary interest in the shire of 
Naim, gave to a number of his friends votes upon life-rent superiorities, and among 
others conferred one upon Mr Hill, who, while at Nairn performing his friendly 
office as one of Mr Campbell’s voters, nearly lost his life by sleeping in a room 
that bad been newly plastered. Ills groans, however, happened to be beprd, and 
a physician being in the bouse to give immediate assistance, he*r was soon 
recovered. The year following, he formed the resolution of entering the church, 
and having made application to the presbytery of Haddington, with which, 
through his brother-in-law Mr Murray of North Berwick, he considered himself 
in some sort connected, he was by that reverend court licensed to preach the 
gospel on the 3d of May, 1775. He was immediately after this employed as 
assistant to principal Tullidelph in the parochial church of St Leonard’s, which 
has always been united with the principalty of the college. In this situation, 
he continued till the death of principal Tullidelph in the year 1777. The same 
year he was offiered the parish of Coldstream by the earl of Haddington ; hut he 
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did not think it worth accepting. The following year, on the death of Vr 
Baillie, profeiaor of theology in the college of Glasgow, principal Robertson 
desired him to stand candidate for that chair ; but he seems to have taken no 
steps for that purpose, probably from the circumstance of his being only a 
preacher, which might have operated against him in case of a well supported can- 
didate coming forward. The same year, probably to be ready in case of a similar 
emergency, he again applied to the presbytery of Haddington, and was by them 
ordained to the lioly ministry. In the year 1779, through the interest of prin- 
cipal Robertson, and his uncle Hr McCormick, he was oiTered one of the churches 
of Edinburgh, with the prospect of a chair in the university in a short time. 
This also he declined with a view to some contemplated ari’angements of lord 
Kinnoul. In consequence of the death of principal Morison, Dr Gillespie was 
shortly after removed from the first charge in the city to the principally of the 
new college. Dr Adamson, the second minister, was promoted to Dr Gillespie’s 
benefice, and Mr Hill was elected by the town-council successor to Dr Adamson. 
Ill consequence of his holding the professorship of Greek, Mr Hill’s induction 
was protested against by a member of the presbytery of St Andrews, and the 
case was brought before the General Assembly in the year 1780, which dismissed 
it without ceremony, as it did also overtures on the subject from the synods of 
Fife, Rerth, and Stirling. Mr Hill was, accordingly, with the full concurrence 
of the congregation, admitted to the church in which his father had officiated, 
on the 2i2nd day of June, 1780. Since his settlement at St Andrews as a pro- 
fessor of (ircek, he had sat in the General Assembly ns an elder ; he now 
appeared in the more weighty character of* a minister, and on the retirement of 
Dr Robertson became the most iinjiortaiit member of the bouse, and confessedly 
the leader of the moderates. 

We have already noticed his acceptance of a life-rent superiority, by wbicli he 
became a freeholder in the county of Nairn in the year 1774. He continued to 
stand on the roll of freeholders for that county till the winter of 1784, when a 
new election came on; but Mr (JampbelJ, from being on the side of the ministry, 
was now violent on the side of the oijposition. In this case, for Mr Hill to have 
given his vote to Mr ('ainphell’s candidate would have been considered by the 
ministry as open rebellion against their claims on the cburcli, for which they 
might have selected another leader, and have, at the same time, withdrawn every 
mark of their favour from him. They might also have prosecuted him before 
the justiciary on a charge of perjury, as they had already done some others in 
similar circumstances. Under this complication of difficulties, Mr Hill as usual 
bad recourse to the earl of Kinnoul, and to bis brother-in-law Mr Murray of 
North Berwick. Lord Kinnoul most ingeniously gave him back his own views ; 
did not, as chancellor of the university think he was waiTaiited to allow him t(» 
desert his professional duties for the purpose merely of giving a political vote ; 
and stated, that though he himself could have greatly extended his interest by 
such votes as Mr Hill possessed, he had never granted one of them. A charge 
of perjury he admitted, might be brought against any person who received them, 
and whether it might be well founded or not, it was a charge to Avliich, in his 
opinion, no minister of the gospel should expose himseli. The judgment of his 
lordship we cannot but approve, though it is probable that if the candidate had 
been a ministerial one, the Greek class might have been allowed a few holidays 
without the smallest impropriety. Mr Murray, while he regretted (though he 
no doubt knew it from the first,) that his friend should ever have accepted such 
a vote, applauded his purpose of relinquishing it, and of refusing, under all cir- 
cumstances, to comply with the requisition to attend the election. Mr Hill’s 
biographer labours hard to clear him from any degree of blame in this affair. 
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but without eflbct : it carries its character full in its face, and holds up a most 
important lesson to all clergymen, to beware of intermeddling in political 
intrigues of any kind. 

In 1787 Mr Hill was honoured by the unirersity with the title of D.D., and 
in 17S8 was Appointed to succeed Dr Spens as professor of divinity in St Mary^s 
college. He had been the previous year appointed dean to the order of the 
thistle, a place that had been first created to gratify Dr Jardine for his services 
in support of Dr Robertson, but with no stated sala^ ; the dean only claiming a 
perquisite of fifty guineas on the Installation of every new knight. During Dr 
Hill*s incumbency, no instalment took place, and he of course derived no 
pecuniary benefit from the situation. He had been little more than three 
years in the divinity chair, when the situation of principal became vacant 
by the death of Dr Gillespie, and it was by lord Melville bestowed on 

Hill. This appointment in his letter of thanks he considered as peculiarly 
valuable, as being the best proof that lord Melville approved the mode in which 
he had discharged the duties of the divinity professorship. 1 will not attempt, 
he continues, to express by words the gratitude which 1 feel ; but it shall bo the 
study of my life to persevere as a clergyman in that line of conduct upon which 
you have generously conferred repeated marks of your approbation.” This was 
the termination of his univei-sity preferment ; but he was shortly afterwards 
nominated one of his majesty’s chaplains for Scotland, with a salary annexed ; 
and, on the death of his uncle Dr McCormick, he succeeded him as one of the 
deans of the chapel royal. The deanery of the thistle already noticed 
was unproductive ; but the above tw<r situations, while they added nothing to his 
labours, increased his income in a material degree. In his management of the 
(general Assembly Dr Hill copied closely after Dr Robertson ; except that the en» 
tire satisfaction of himself and his party with the law of patronage as it then stood, 
was marked by withdrawing from the yearly instructions to the commission, 
the accustomed order to embrace every opportunity of having it removed, and by 
still bolder attempts to do away with the form of moderating calls for presentees 
and to induct them solely upon the footing of presentations. In his progress Dr 
Hill certainly encountered a more formidable opposition than Dr Kobortsoii 
latterly had to contend with. In one case, and in one only, he was com- 
pletely defeated. This was an overture from the presbytery of Jedburgh con- 
cerning the imposition of the Test upon members of the established church of 
Scotland, which it was contended was an infringement of the rights of Scotsmen, 
and a gross violation of the privileges and independence of the Scottish church. 
In opposition to the overture it was imiintained by the moderates of the assembly 
tliat the Test Act was a fundamental article of the treaty of union ; and Dr Hill, 
in particular, remarked that there were no complaints on the subject except from 
one single presbytery, nor was there any ground to complain ; for, to a liberal 
and enlightened mind it could be no hardship to partake of the Lord’s Supper 
according to the mode sanctioned by a church whose views of the nature and 
design of that ordinance were the same with his own. For once the^ popular 
party gained a triumph, and the accomplished and ingenious leader was left in 
a minority. A series of resolutions moved by Sir Henry Moncrieff were adopted, 
and by the unanimous voice of the assembly a committee was appointed to follow 
out the spirit and purpose of these resolutions. Care, however, was taken to 
render the committee of no avail, and nearly thirty years elapsed without any 
thing further being done. We cannot enlarge on Dr Hill’s administration of 
the afiairs of the church, and it is the less necessary that no particular 
change was effected under him. Matters generally went on as usual, and 
the influence of political men in biasing her decisions were, perhaps, fully 
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more compicuous than under his predecessor. Of his expertness in business, 
and general powers of management, the very highest sense was entertained by 
the public, though differences of opinion latterly threatened to diride his sup- 
porters. 

In 1807 Dr Hill had a severe attack, from whifii it was apprehended 
he would not recover; contrary to all expectation he did recover, and the 
following year, on the death of Dr Adamson, he was presented to the first 
ecclesiastical charge in the city of St Andrews. Eight years after, namely, in 
1816, we find him as active in the General Assembly as at any former period of 
his life. Shortly after this time, however, he was attacked with slight shocks of 
apoplexy, which impaired his speech, and unfitted him for his accustomed exer- 
cises. He was no more heard in the assembly house ; but he continued to 
preach occasionally to his own congregjition till the year 1819, when he was 
laid aside from all public duty. He died on the 19th of December that year, 
in the seventieth year of his age, and thirty-ninth of his ministry. 

Dr Hill married in 1782, Miss Scott, daughter to Mr Scott, a citizen of Edin- 
burgh, who had chosen St Andrews as his place of retirement in his old age, 
after he had given up business. By this lady, who survived him. Dr Hill had a 
large family, several of whom are yet alive. His eldest son is a minister of 
the cliurch of Scotland, and for pulpit talents scarcely less celebrated than his 
father. In a life of principal Hill, it would be unpardonable to pass over his 
various publications, some of which possess high excellence. We cannot, however, 
afford room for criticism, and shall merely notice them in a general way. Single 
sermons seem to have been his first publications, though they are mentioned by 
his biographer in a very indistinct manner. One of these, preached before the 
sons of the clergy, seems to have been sent to the bishop of London, whose 
commendation it received. Another, from the text, Happy art thou, O Israel ; 
who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord was published in the year 
1792, as a sedative to the popular excitement produced by the French revolution. 
The sermon was an unmeasured panegyric on the existing order of things in Great 
Britain, and had, for a short time, an immense popularity. ‘‘ I believe it will 
be agreeable to you,” writes his bookseller, to inform you that I have had 
success with respect to your sermon, beyond my most sanguine imagination. 1 
have written a hundred letters upon the subject, and have got all the capital 
manufacturers in Scotland to enter into my idea. I have printed off ten thou- 
sand copies of the coarse, and one thousand copies of the fine. I have got letters 
of thanks from many capital persons, with proper compliments to you. ** * I 
congratulate you upon the extensive circulation of the sermon, for never was 
such a number of a sermon sold in this country before, and I flatter niyself it 
will, in a great measure, answer the purpose for which it was intended.” The 
following year he published a third sermon, Instructions afforded by the present 
war to the people of Great Britain.” This sermon, however, passed without any 
particular noti<ie. In 1795, he published a volume of sermons, which is said to 
have met witli limited success. Several years after, Dr Hill published T^®^ 
logical Institutes,” containing Heads of his Lectures on Divinity ; “a View of 
the Constitution of the Church of Scotland;” and “ Counsels respecting the 
duties of the Pastoral Office.” This last is an interesting and valuable work. In 
1812, he published, “ Lectures, upon portions of tlie Old Testament, intended to 
ilhiatrato Jewish history and Scripture charactera.” To this work is prefixed the 
following dedication : To the congregation which attends the author’s minis- 
try, this specimen of a Course of Lectures, in which he led them through the 
. Books of the Old Testament, is, with the most grateful sense of their kindness, 
and the most affectionate wishes for their welfare, respectfully inscribed.” There 
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is no mode of publication a minister can adopt so likely to be useful as this. It 
gives a most pleasing idea of a clergyman when he thus takes, as it were, a last 
farewell of his people, who cannot fail to peruse a work bequeathed to them 
under such circumstances, with peculiar interest. These lectures, we doubt not, 
were regarded among his parishioners more than all his other works. Of Dr 
llilPs character the reader has lieen furnished with materials for forming a judg- 
ment for himself. His precocious abilities, his talents for adapting himself to the 
uses ofihe world, his diligence in all his odices, and his powers of managing 
public business and popular assemblies, conspire to mark him out as a very ex- 
traordinary man. It may only be remarked that, for the most of tastes, his con- 
duct will in general appear too much that of a courtier. 

HOG, (Sib) Koger, lord llarcarso, a judge and statesman, was born in Ber- 
wickshire about the year 1(1^5. lie was the son of William Hog of Bogend, 
an advocate of respectable reputation, to whom is attributed the merit of having 
prepared some useful legal uorks, which liave unfortunately not been given to 
the public. The subject of this memoir passed as tan advocate in June 166 1, and 
continued in the enjoyment of a lucrative and successful practice, till a breach 
between Nisbet of Dirleton, and the powerful and vindictive Hatton, opened for 
him a situation on the bench oii the resignation of that judge in 1677 ; being 
marked out by the government ns a useful instrument, the appointment was ao 
companied with the honours of knighthood from Charles the second. At this 
period the judges of the Scottish courts, like ministerial oflicers, held their situa- 
tions by the frail tenure of court favour, and were the servants, not of the laus, 
but of the king. It was the good fortune of llarcarso to be, ip the earlier part 
of his career, particularly favoured by the ruling pouers ; and on the ISth No- 
vember, 1678, we accordingly find Sir John Lockhart of Castleliill summarily 
dismissed from the bench of the court of justiciary, and Harcarse appointed to 
fill his place. At this period he reiWcscnted the county of Berwick in the Scot- 
tish parliament, an election uliich, from the journals of the house, wc find to 
have been disinited, and hnally decided in his favour. A supreme judge of the 
civil and crimiiinl tribunals, and a member of the legislative body, Harairse must 
liave had didicull and dangerous duties to perform. The times were a labyrinth 
full of snares in which the most wary went astray : few of those who expe- 
rienced the sunshine of royal favour, passed with (credit before the public eye, 
and none were blameless. Among the ninny deeds of that bloody reign, which 
mankind might well wish to cover with a veil of eternal oblivion, was one dar- 
ing and unsuccessful attempt, with regard to which, the condui^t of Harcarse, in 
such an age and in such a situation, had lie been known for nothing else, is wor- 
thy of being coimriciuorated. In 1681, the privy council had called on &ir 
George McKenzie, as lord advocate, to c^ommence a prosecution for treason and 
perjury against the earl of Argyle, for his celebrated explanation of his under- 
standing of the contradictions of the test. To the eternal disgrace of that emi- 
nent man, he brought with him to the prosecution those high powero of argument 
and eloquence W'ith which he had so frequently dignified many a better cause. 
'Jlic relevancy of the indictment was the ground on which the unfortunate earl 
and his counsel, Sir (George Lockhart, placed their whole reliance, but they lean- 
ed on a broken reed, lii a midnight concLive, held it would appear after the 
minds of most of the judges were sufiiciently fatigued by the efiect of a long day 
of labour, the full depth of iniquity was allowed to the crime “ of interpreting the 
king's statutes other than the statute bears, and to the intent and cfiect that they 
■were made for, and as the makers of them understood.” Queensberry, who pre- 
sided as justice general, having himself been obliged to accompany the oath with 
a qualification, remained neuter, and to oppose the insult on sense and justice, 
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was left to Harcarse, and CoUington, a veteran cavalier. In order to do the busi- 
ness with certainty, and prevent his majesty’s interest from being sacrificed to 
opposition so unusual and captious, Nairn, an infirm and superannuated judge, was 
dragged from his bed at dead of night, and the feeble frame of the old man 
yielding to the desire of sleep while the clerk read to him a summary of ihe pro- 
ceedings, he was roused from his slumber, and by bis vote the relevancy of the 
indictment was carried by a majority of one. The course pursued by lord Hai^ 
carse in this trial escaped the vengeance of government at the time, but his con- 
duct was held in remembrance for a future* opportunity. In the year 1688, a 
question came before the court of session, in which the matter at issue was, whe- 
ther a tutory, named by the late marquis of Montrose, should subsist after the 
death of one of the tutors, who had been named, in the language of the Scottish 
law, as a sine qua non.” In a matter generally left to the friends of the pu- 
ImI, the unusual measure of the instance of the lord advocate was adopted by go- 
vernment, for the purpose of having the pupil educated in the Roman catholic 
faith. Waiichope lord Edmonstone and Harcarse voted for the continuance of 
the trust in the remaining tutors, and on a letter from the king, intimating to the 
court tiiat, for reasons best known to himself,” it was his royal will and plea- 
sure that they should cease to act as judges, both were removed from the bench, 
notwithstanding,” says Fountainhail, with some apparent astonishment, that 
Edmonston was brother to Wauchop of Nidrie, a papist.” The doctrine of the 
law, previously vaccilating, has since this decision been considered as properly 
fixed, according to the votes of the majority ; but an opposition to the will of 
government in such a matter can be attributed to no other motives but such as 
are purely conscientious. Other opinions on government and prerogative, 
maintained in a private conference with some of the leaders of the ministry, are 
alleged to have contributed to this measure ; but these were never divulged. At 
the period of his downfall, a public attack was made on the character of lord 
Harcarse, on the ground of improper judicial interference in favour of his son- 
in-law, Aytoun of Inchdarnie, by an unsuccessful litigant. These animadversions 
are contained in a very curious pamphlet, entitled Oppression under colour of 
Law ; or, my Lord Harcarse his new Fracticks: as a way-marke for peaceable sub- 
jects to beware of playing with a hot-spirited lord of Session, so far as is possible 
when Arbitrary Government is in the Dominion,” by Robert Fittilloch, advocate, 
London, 1689.^ The injured party is loud in accusation ; and certainly if all the 
facts in his long confused legal narrative be true, he had reason to be discon- 
tented. He mentions one rather striking circumstance, that while the case was 
being debated at the side bar of the lord ordinary, previous to its coming before 
the other judges, ** my lord Harcarse compeared in his purple gown, and de- 
bated the case as Inchdamie’s advocate a rather startling fact to those who 
are acquainted with the comparatively pure course of modern justice, and which 
serves with many others to show the fatal influence of private feeling on our ear- 
lier judges, by whom an opportunity of turning judicial influence towards family 
aggrandizement, seems always to have been considered a gift from providence not 
to be rashly despised. After the Revolution, the path of honour and wealth was 
again opened to lord Harcarse, but he declined the high stations proffered to 
him ; and the death of a favourite and accomplished daughter, joined to a disgust 
at the machinations of the court, prompted by his misfortunes, seems to have work- 
ed on a feeble frame, and disposed him to spend the remainder of his days iu 
retirement He died in the year 1700, in the 65th year of his age, leaving be- 
hind him a c.ollection of decisions from 1681 to 1692, published in 1757, in the 
form of a dictionary, a useful and well arranged compilation. The pamphlet of 
> Re-edited b> Mr Maidment, Advocate, in 1827. 
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the unsuccessful litigant, previously nlluded to, though dictated by personal and 
party spleen, has certainly been sufficient somewhat to tinge the judicial integ- 
rity of lord Harcarse ; but those who had good reason to know his qualities have 
maintained, that ** both in his public and private capacity, he was spoken of by 
all parties with honour, as a person of great knowledge and probity * it would 
indeed be hard to decide how far the boasted virtues of any age might stand the 
test of the opinion of some more advanced and pure stage of society, did we not 
admit that in a corrupt period, the person who is less vicious than his contem- 
poraries is a man of virtue and probity ; hence one who was a profound observer 
of human nature, an accurate calculator of historical evidence, and intimately 
acquainted with the state of the times, has pronounced Harcarse to have been 
a learned and upright judge.’’ ^ Some uiiknown poet has penned a tribute 
to his memory, of which, as it displays more elegance of versiiiration and pro- 
priety of sentiment than are generally to be discovered in such productions, 
we beg to extract a portion. 

Tliti good, tlie godly, generous, and kind. 

The best companion, father, husband, friend ; 

The stoutest patron to maintain a cause. 

The justest judge to square it by the laws ; 

Whom neither force nor flattery could incline 
To swerve from equity’s eternal line; 

Who, in the face of tyranny could own, 

He would his conscience keep, though lose his gown ; 

Who, in his private and retired state 
As useful was, as formerly when great ; 

Because his square and flrmly tempered soul, 

Round whirling fortune’s axis could not roll ; 

Nor, by the force of prejudice or pride, 

Be bent his kindness to forego or bide. 

But still in equal temper, still the same, 

Esteeming good men, and esteemed by them ; 

A rare example and encouragement 
<^f virtue with an aged life, all spent 
Without a stain, still flourishing and green, 

In pious acts, more to be felt than seen.” 

UOLYBUSH, John, a celebrated mathematician and astronomer, better known 
by the Latin tenns, de Sacrobosco, or de Sacrobusto, occasionally also receiv- 
ing the vernacular appellations of Holy wood and Haliifax, and by one writet 
barbarously named Sacerbuschius, The period when this eminent man flour- 
ished is not known with any thing approaching even to the usual certainty in 
such cases, and it is matter of doubt whether he existed in the 1 3ih or 14th cen- 
tury. Nor is his birth-place less dubious ; as in many other instances during the 
same period, England, Scotland, and Ireland have contended for the honour — the 
two former with almost equal success, the last with apparently no more claim than 
tlie absence of certain evidence of his belonging to any other particular nation. 
When a man has acquired a fame apart from his own country, and in any pursuit 
not particularly characteristic of, or connected with kis native land, the establish- 
ment of a certainty of the exact spot of his birth is of little consequence, and 
when easily ascertained, the fact is only useful for the purpose of pointing out 
the particular branch of biography (as that subject is generally divided) to which 
the individual belongs, and thus preventing omission and confusion. Entertain- 

* Memoir prefixed to his Decisions. 

* Laing’s Hist.«of Scot. iv. 123. 
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ing iuch an opinion, we shall just glance at the arguments adduced by the writers 
of the two nations in defence of their respective claims, and not pretending to 
decide a matter of such obscurity, consider It a sufficient reason why he should be 
a fit subject for commemoration in this work, that no decision can be come to 
betwixt the claimants. It will be very clear, where there are doubts as to the 
century in which he lived, that he is not mentioned by any authors who did not 
exist at least a century or two later. In an edition of one of his works, pub- 
lished at Lyons in 1606, it is said, ** Fatria fuit quae nunc Anglia Insula, olim 
Albion et Brettania appellata.” Although the apparent meaning of this sentence 
inclines towards an opinion that our author was an Englishman, the sen- 
tence has an aspect of considerable ignorance of the divisions of Britain, and 
confounds the England of later times, with the Albion or Britannia of the Ro- 
mans, which inrduded England and Scotland. Leland and Camden vindicate 
his English birth, on the ground that John of Halifax in Yorkshire forms a 
translation (though it must be admitted not a very apt one) of Joannes de Sacro- 
bosca On the other hand Dempster scouts the theory of Leland with consider- 
able indignation, maintaining that Halifax is a name of late invention, and that 
the mathematician derived his designation from the monastery of Holywood in 
Nithsdale, an establishment of sufficient antiquity to have admitted him witliin its 
walls. McKenzie repeats the assertions of'Detnpster with a few additions, stating 
that after having remained for some years in the monastery, he went to Paris, 
and was admitted a member of the university there. Upoii the 5th of "June, 
in the year 1221,'’ Sibbald in his manuscript History of Scottish Literature' as- 
serts, that besides residing in the monastery of Holywood, he was for some time 
a fellow student of the monks in Dryburgh, and likewise mentions, what McKenzie 
has not had the candour to allude to, and Dempster has sternly denied, that he 
studied the higher branches of philosophy and mathematics at the university of 
Oxford. Presuming Holybush to have been a Scotsman, it is not improbable 
that such a circumstance as his having studied at Oxford might have induced his 
continental commentators to denominate him an Englishman. M'Kenzie tells us 
that he entered the university of Paris under the syndic of the Scots nation 
for this he gives us no authority, and we are inclined not only to doubt the as- 
sertion, but even the circumstance that at that early period the Scottish nation 
had a vote in the university of Paris, disconnected with that of England — at 
all events, the historians of literature during that period are not in the habit of 
mentioning a Scottish nation or syndic, and instead of the faculty of arts being 
divided, as McKenzie will have it, into four nations, France, Scotland, Pi- 
cardy, and Normandy,” it is usually mentioned as divided into France, Britain, 
Picardy, and Normandy. That Holybush was admitted under a Scottish syndic, 
was not a circumstance to be omitted by Bulasus, from his elaborate and minute 
History of the University of Paris, where the mathematician is unequivocally de- 
scribed as having been an Englishman. There cannot be any doubt that Holy- 
bush became celebrated at the university for his mathematical labours ; that he 
was constituted professor of, or lecturer on that science ; that many of the first 
scholars of France came to his school for instruction ; and that if he was not the 
first professor of the mathematics in Paris, he was at least the earliest person to 
introduce a desire for following that brandi of science. McKenzie states that 
he died in the year 1256, as appears from his tombstone. The author of the 
History of the University of Paris, referring with better means of knowledge to 
the same tombstone, which he says was to be seen at the period when he writes, 
places the date of his death at the year 1340. The same well informed author 
mentions that the high respect paid to his abilities and integrity, prompted the 
^ Hist. Lit. Gcntis Scot. MS. Adv. Lib., p. 164. 



60 


HOME. 


university to honour him with a public funeral, and many demonstrations of 
grief. On the tombstone already referred to, was engraved an astrolabe, sur- 
rounded by the following inscription : — 

** De Sacrobosoo qui oomputista Joannes, 

Tempora discrevit, jacet hie a tempore raptus. 

Tempora qui sequeris, .momor esto quod morieris; 

Si miseres, plom, miserans pro me prccor oni/* 

The most celebrated work of Holy wood was a treatise on the Sphere, discuss- 
ing in the first part the form, motion, and surface of the earth — in the second 
those of the heavenly bodies, and, as was customary before the more full revival 
of philosophy, mingling his mathematics and astronomy with metaphysics and 
magic. Although the discoveries displayed in this work must be of great impor- 
tance, it is impossible to give any account of their extent, as the manuscripts of 
the author seem to have lain dormant till the end of the 1 5th or beginning of the 
16th century, when they were repeatedly published, with the comments and ad- 
ditions of able mathematicians, who mingled the discoveries of Holybiish with 
those which had been made since his death. The earliest edition of this work 
appears to have been that published at Padua in 1475, entitled Francisci Ca- 
puani expositio Sphaerm Joannis a Sacrobosco.'’ In 1485 appeared Splimra 
cum Theoricis Purbachii et Disputationibus Johannis Kegiomontani contra Cre- 
inonensium Deliramenta in Planetarum Theoricas,’* being a mixture of the dis- 
coveries of Holywood, with those of (George Purbach, (so called from the name 
of a town in Grermany, in which he was born,) and Regiomontanus, whose real 
name was Muller, two celebrated astronomers and mathematicians of the 1 5th 
century. During the same year there appears to have been published a com- 
mentary on Holywood by Cichus Ascolanus. In 1507, appeared an edition for 
the use of the university of Paris, with a commentary, by John lionaius. In 
1547, an edition was published at Antwerp, with figures very respectably exe- 
cuted, and without the name of any cximnientator. Among his other commenta- 
tors, were Morisanus, Clavlus, Yinetus, and many others of high name, whom it 
were useless here to enumerate. Some late authors have said that Melancthon 
edited his Computus EcclesiastJcus ; of this edition we have not observed a copy 
in any library or bibliography, but that great man wrote a preface to the 
Sphsera, prefixed to an edition published at Paris in 1 550. Besides these two 
works, Holybush wrote De Algorismo, and De Kalione Aitni. Dempster also 
mentions a Breviarium Juris, which either has never existed, or is now lost. 
McKenzie mentions a Treatise de Algorismo, and on Ptolemy's Astrolabe, frag- 
ments of which existed in MS. in the Bodleian library. In the catalogue of 
that institution the former is mentioned, but not the latter. 

HOME, Hbnrt, (Loro Kames,) a lawyer and metaphysician, son of George 
Home of Kames, was born at his father’s house in the county of Berwick, in 
the year 1696. The paternal estate of the family, which had once been con- 
siderable, was, at the period of the birth of the subject of this memoir, consider- 
ably burdened and reduced ' by the extravagance of his father, who appears to 
have pursued an easy hospitable system of living, unfortunately not compatible 
with a small income and a large family. With the means of acquiring a liberal 
education, good connexions, and the expectation of no permanent provision but 
the fruit of his own labours, the son was .thrown upon the world, and the history 
of all ages has taught us, that among individuals so circumstanced, science has 
chosen her brightest ornaments, and nations have found their most industrious 
and powerful benefactors. In the earlier part of the last century, few of the 
country gentlemen of Scotland could afford to bestow on their children the ex- 
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pensive education of an English university, and an intuitive horror at a contact 
with the lower ranks, frequently induced them to reject the more simple system 
of education provided by the universities of Scotland. Whether from this or 
some other cause, young Home was denied a public education, and received in- 
structions from a private tutor of the name of Wingate, of whose talents and 
temper he appears to have retained no happy recollection.^ The classical edu- 
cation which he received from this man appears to liave been of a very imperfect 
description, and although on entering the study of his profession, he turned his 
attention for some length of time to that branch of study, he never acquired a 
knowledge of ancient languages sufficiently minute to balance his other varied 
and extensive acquirements. Mr Home was destined by his family to follow 
the profession of the law, the branch first assigned him being that of an agent 
He was in consequence apprenticed to a w'riter to the signet in the year 1712, 
and he continued for several years to perform the usual routine of drudgery, 
unpleasant to a cultivated and thinking mind, but one of the best introductions 
to the accurate practice of the more formal part of the duties of the bar. The 
ample biographer of Home has detailed in very pleasing terms the accident to 
which he dates his ambition to pursue a higher branch of the profession than 
that to which he was originally destined. 'Ihe scene of action is represented as 
being the drawing room of Sir Hew Dalrymple, lord president of the court of 
session, where Home, on a message from his master, finds the veteran judge in 
the full enjoyment of elegant ease, with his daughter, a young beauty, per- 
forming some favourite tunes on the harpsichord. Happy the man,’’ the sen- 
timental youth is made to say to himself, whose old age, crowned with honour 
and dignity, can thus repose itself after the useful labours of the day, in the 
bosom of his family, amidst all the elegant enjoyments which affiuence, justly 
earned, can command ! such are the fruits of eminence in the profession of the 
law !” If Home ever dated his final choice of a profession from the occurrence 
of this incident, certain praises which the president chose to bestow on his 
acuteness and knowledge of Scottish law, may have been the part of the iater< 
view which chiefly influenced his determination. 

Having settled the important matter of his future profession, Mr Home ap- 
plied himself to the study of the laws, not through the lectureship which had 
just been established in Edinburgh for that purpose, bui by means of private 
reading, and attendance at the courts. He seems indeed to liave entertained an 
early objection to the discipline of* a class-room, and to have shown an indepen- 
dence of thought, and repugnance to direction in his mental pursuits, which 
have been by some of his admirers laid down as the germs of that originality 
which his works have exhibited. Perhaps the same feeling of self-assurance 
prompted him in the year 1723, to address a long epistle to Dr Samuel Clarke, 
“ from a young philosopher,” debating some of that learned divine’s opinions on 
the necessity, omnipotence, and omniscience of the Deity. A very concise and 

* T}'tler, in his life of Karnes, mentions an amusing scene which took place betwixt the 
scholar and master some time after their separation. When Home was at the height of 
his celebrity as a barrister, the pedagogue had contrived to amass a sum of money, which ho 
rautiously secured on land. Anxious about the security of his titles, he stalked one morning 
into the study of his former pupil, requesting an opinion of tlioir validity. The lawyer having 
carefully examined the several steps of the investment, assumed an aspect of concern, ana 
hoped Mr Wingate had not concluded the bargain; but Mr Wingate had concluded the bar- 
gain, and so he had the pleasure to listen to a long summary of objections, with which the 
technical knowledge of iiis former pupil enabled him to pose the uninitiated. When the 
lawyer was satisfied with the effect of his art, the poor man was relieved from the torture, wiUi 
an admonition, which it were to be wished all followers of “ tlie delightful task ” would hold 
in mind: “You may remember, sir, how you made me smart in days of yore for very small 
offences — ^now I think our accounts are closed. Take up } our papers, man, and go home with an 
easy mind; 3 our titles are excellent.” 
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polite answer was returned, for the brevity of which the writer excuses himselfi 

as it is according to his custom, and the time allowed him for such matters.** 
No encouragement was given to continue the correspondence, and the application 
was not repeated. He appears at the same time to have maintained a conference 
with Mr Andrew Baxter, on certain points of natural philosophy; but that 
gentleman finding it impossible to bend the young philosopher’s mind to the con- 
viction, that motion was not the efiect of repeated impulses, but of one impulse, 
the efiect of which continues till counteracted, (the doctrine generally received by 
the learned world,) seems to have lost all proper philosophical patience, and 
given up the controversy in a fit of anger. 

Mr Home put on the gown of an advocate in the year 1723, when there were, 
as there ever will be in such institutions, many eminent men at the Scottish bar ; 
but although many were respectable both for their talents and integrity, it could 
not .be said that more than one revered individual, Forbes of Culloden, was justly 
illustrious, for a distinguished display of the former, or an uncompromising and 
undeviating maintenance of the latter quality. The baneful corruptions of 
family and ministerial influence, which had long afiected the court, ceased to 
characterize it : but their shadows still hovered around their former dwelling- 
place, and many curious little private documents on which the world has ac- 
cidentally stumbled, have shown that the most respectable guardians of justice, 
have not administered the law uninfluenced by some of those little worldly mo- 
tives which afiect a man in the management of his own affairs. From the period 
when Mr Home commenced his practice at the bar, he seems to have for a time 
forgot his metaphysics, and turned the whole of his discriminating and naturally 
vigorous intellect to the study of the law; in 1728 he published the first of his 
numerous works, a collection of the Hemarkable Decisions of the Court of 
Session,” from 1710 to 1728, a work purely professional, which from the species 
of technical study being seldom embodied by an author so comparatively youth- 
ful, seems to have attracted much attention from the court and the leading 
lawyers of the time. It is probable that the hue and arrangement given to the 
pleadings, now the chief defect of that compilation, may liave rendered it at the 
time it was published attractive from the originality of the method. A small 
volume of essays upon several subjects in Scots Law,** which he published four 
years afterwards, afforded more scope for ingenuity and refinement of reasoning 
than could possibly be infused into other men's arguments ; and in the choice 
of the subjects, and the method of treating tliem, full advantage has been taken 
of Uie license. Such of the arguments and observations as stood the test of more 
mature consideration, were afterwards embodied by the author in one of his more 
extensive popular law books. 31r Home seems to have been one of those gifted 
individuals who could enjoy hilarity without dissipation, and gayety without fri- 
volity. In early life he gathered round him a knot of familiar and congenial 
spirits, with whom he enjoyed the fashionable and literary society of Edinburgh, 
then by no means despicable as a school of politeness, and just dawning into a 
high literary celebrity. Hamilton of Bangour, Oswald, and lord Binning, were 
among his early and familiar friends, and though he soon extended to more 
gifted minds the circle of his philosophical correspondence, an early intercoune 
with men so refined and learned must have left a lasting impression on his sus- 
ceptible intellect. 

in 1741, at the prudent age of forty-seven, Mr Home married Miss Agatha 
Drummond, a younger daughter of Mr Drummond of Blair, in Perthshire, a lady 
of whom we hear little, except that she had a turn for quiet humour, and that 
she perplexed her husband’s economitnl principles by an inordinate aifection for 
old china, being in other respects generally reported to have been a prudent and 
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docile wife. In 1741, Mr Home published the well known Dictionary of the 
Decisions of the Court of Session, afterwards continued and perfected by his 
friend and biographer, lord Woodhouselee ; a very laborious work, and of great 
practical utility, though now superseded by the gigantic compilation of Morison, 
and the elaborate digest of the late Mr Brown. During the rebellion of 1745, 
the business of the court of session was suspended for eleven months, and those 
lawyers whose minds were not engaged in the feverish struggles of the times, had 
to seek some occupation in their retirement ]V% Homo seems at no time to 
have busied himself in active politics, excepting such as came within the range of 
his judicial duties — and the early predilection of his family to the support of the 
iStuart dynasty, may have been an additional motive for his preserving a strict 
neutrality during that disorderly period. In the midst of his retirement, he ga- 
thered into a few short treatises, which, in 1747, he published under the title 
of Essays upon several subjects concerning British Antiquities, some facts and 
observations intended to allay the unhappy differences of the period, although it 
is rather doubtful whether the Highlanders or their intelligent chiefs found any 
solace for their defeiit and subjection to the laws, in discussionii on the authority 
of the Regiani Majcstatem, or nice theories of descent. The subjects discussed 
are of a highly useful and curious nature ; and had the author brought to the 
work an extensive collection of facts, and a disposition to launch into no theories 
but such as his own good sense dictated to be applicable and sound, the coun- 
try might have had to thank him for a just and satisfactory account of her an- 
cient laws and customs, and the rise of the constitution, which the talent of her 
bar has not yet produced. But these essays are brief and desultory, the facts 
are few and palt^, and the reasoning fanciful and unsatisfactory. The argu- 
ments against the Hereditary and Indefeasible right of Kings,” if they ever 
produced any good elfect, would certainly constitute a proof that the human 
mind, as exhibited in any arguments which might be used by his opponents, was 
then more perverted by prejudice, than it is generally believed to have been 
in any civilized country. To the truisms contained in that essay, the refine- 
ments on hereditary descent form a curious converse ; where the feudal system 
has its origin from the tendency of bodies in motion to continue in a straight 
line, and the consequent tendency of the mind to pursue its objects in a course 
equally direct, which proves that, as in tracing out a family, the mind descends 
by degrees from the father first to the eldest son, and so downwards in the 
order of age, the eldest son, where but one can take, is the first who presents 
himself.’’ 

The next production of Mr Home’s pen, was one of a nature more con- 
genial to his habits of thought : — in 175 1, he published Essays on the Principles 
of Morality and Natural Religion.” One of the grand leading aims of this work, 
is the maintenance of innate ideas, or principles of right and wrong, in opposi- 
tion to the opinions of Locke and Hume. After the clear logical deductions of 
these great men, the duty of an opponent was a task of difficulty ; while it is at 
the same time generally allowed by both parties in this grand question, that the 
view adopted by lord Karnes, while it agrees more happily with the general feel- 
ings of the world, cannot bear the application of the same chain of clear and subtile 
reasoning which distinguishes the position of his antagonists. Like too many of the 
best works on metaphysics, the l^ays on Morality give more instruction from 
the ingenuity of the arguments, and the aspects of the human mind brought be- 
fore the reader in the course of deducing them, than in the abstract truths pre- 
sumed to be demonstrated. It has been frequently noticed, to .the prejudice of 
most of the works of the same author, that, instead of arranging his arguments for 
the support of some general principle, he has subdivided his principles, and so 
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billed to bring his arguments to a common point. The failing, if cliarocteristie 
of lord Karnes, was not unusual at the period, and is one which time, and the 
adrantage of the labours of previous thinkers, tend to modify ; — in the work we 
are just considering, the line of argument maintained bids defiance to the adop- 
tion of any one general principle, while much confusion is prevented, by the 
author having given a definition of what he understands those laws of nature to 
which he refers our consciousness of good and evil to consist of. Although the 
author in the advertisement i^ows the purpose of his work to be to prepare 
the way for a proof of the existence of the Deity,'’ and terminates the whole 
with a very pious and orthodox prayer, he had the fortune to bring the church 
of Scotiaiid like a hornet’s nest about him, on the ground of certain principles 
tending to infidelity, which some of its active adherents had scented out in his 
arguments. A zealous clergyman of the name of Anderson published, in 1753, 
** An Estimate of the Profit and Loss of Religion, personally and publicly stated ; 
illustrated with references to Essays on Morality and Natural Religion *in which 
the unfortunate philosopher is treated with no more politeness than the opponent of 
any given polemical disputant deserves. This blast of the trumpet was followed 
up by an Analysis ” of the same subject, addressed to the consideration of 
the church of Scotland and the parties rousing themselves for battle, the hand 
of Uie respected Dr Blair, stretched forth in moderation of party rancour, and 
defence of his esteemed friend, protracted but did not prevent tlie issue. A mo- 
tion W 21 S made in the committee for overtures of the (veneral Assembly, How 
far it was proper for them to call before them, and censure the authors of in- 
fidel books.” After a stormy debate the motion was lost, but the indefatigable 
Mr Anderson presented in name of himself and those who adhered to his opin- 
ions, a petition and complaint to the presbytery of Edinburgh, praying that the 
author of the Essays on Morality, drc. might be censured ** according to the law 
of the gospel, and the practice of this and all other well governed churches.” 
Defences were given in, and the petitioner obtained leave to rej^Iy, but before 
the matter came to a conclusion he had breathed his last, and the soul of the 
controversy perishing along with him, lord Karnes was left to pursue his philoso- 
phical studies unmolested. The chief subject of this controversy, may be dis- 
covered in the curious and original views maintained by the author of the essays, 
on the subject of liberty and necessity. Full freedom to the will of mankind he 
maintains to be in opposition to the existence and operation of a Deity, who pre- 
judges all his actions, and has given him certain motives which he cannot avoid 
following ; while, to preserve common uniformity with the doctrine of an innate 
sense of right and ivrong previously maintained, the author is obliged to admit 
that man must have a consciousness of free-will, to enable him to act according to 
that innate sense : he therefore arrives at a sort of intermediate doctrine, which 
may be said to maintain, that while the will is not in reality free, it is the 
essence of our nature that it should appear to us to be so. ** Let us fairly own,” 
says the author, that the truth of things is on the side of necessity ; but that it 
was necessary for man to be formed with such feelings and notions of contin- 
gency, as would fit him for the part he has to act” “ It is true that a man of 
this l^lief, when he is seeking to make his mind easy after some Lad action, may 
reason upon the principles of necessity, that, according to the constitution of his 
nature, it was impossible for him to have acted any other part But this will 
give him little relief. In spite of all reasonings his remorse will subsist Na^ 
ture never intended us to act upon this plan : and our natural principles are 
too deeply rooted to give way to philosophy.*’ These discoveries are 

also of excellent use, as they furnish us with one of the strongest arguments for 
the existence of the Deity, and as they set the wisdom and goodness of his 
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provident^ in the most striking light. Nothing carries in it more express char- 
acters of design ; nothing <mn be conceived more opposite to chance, than a plan 
so artfully contrived for adjusting our impressions and feelings to the purposes 
of life.*’ Hie doctrine may appear at first sight anomalous ; but it displays equal 
ingenuity in its discovery, and acuteness in its support, and is well worthy of the 
deepest attention. A certain clergyman of the church of Scotland is said to 
have seen in Uiis theory an admirable exposition of the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, and to have hailed the author as a brother ; and certainly a little com- 
parison will show no slight analogy betwixt the twf> systems ; but other persons 
thought differently, and the reverend gentleman was superseded. These fiery 
controversies have carried us beyond an event which served to mitigale their ran- 
cour — the elevation of Mr Home to the bench of the court of session, where he 
took his seat in February, 1752, by the title of lord Karnes; an appointment 
which, as it could not be but agreeable and satisfactory to the learned and in- 
genious, seems to have met the general concurrence and approbation of the com- 
mon people of the country. Arguing from the productions of his pen, no one 
would hesitate to attribute to lord Karnes those qualities of acuteness, ingenuity, 
and plausible interpretation, necessary for the acquirement of distinction and 
success at the bar — but that he was characterized by the unprejudiced and un- 
wavering uprightness of the judge, whose conclusions are formed less on finely 
spun theories and sophisms than on those firm doctrines of right and wrong which 
can form a guide alike to the ignorant and the learned, would seem question- 
able, had we not the best authority to believe, tbnt his strong good sense, and 
knowledge of justice, taught him as a judge to desert, on most occasions, the 
pleasing speculations which occupied his mind as a lawyer. He rarely,” says 
Tytler, ** entered into any elaborate argument in support of his opinions ; it was 
enough that he had formed them with deliberation, and that they were the re- 
sult of a conscientious persuasion of their being founded on justice, and on a fair 
interpretation of the laws.” Unfortunately there are some exceptions to this 
general characteristic ; refined speculation seldom entirely deserts its favourite 
abode, and in some few instances lord Karnes was a special pleader on the bench. 

In 1755, lord Karnes was appointed a member of the board of trustees, for the 
encouragement of the fisheries, arts, and manufactures of Scotland, and likewise 
one of the cuimnissioiiers for the management of the annexed estates, on both of 
which important duties it would appear he bestowed the attention lus ever active 
mind enabled him to direct to many difierent subjects. In the midst of bis va- 
ried judicial and ministerial labours, two legal works appeared from the pen ol 
lord Kanies. The Statute Law of Scotland abridged, with Historical Notes,” 
published in 1759, was never known beyond the library of the Scots lawyer, 
and has now almost fallen into disuse even there. “ Historical Law Tracis,” 
published in 1757, was of a more ambitious sort, and acquired something be- 
yond professional celebrity. The matters discussed in this volume are exceed- 
ingly miscellaneous, and present a singular mixture of ** first principles” ot 
niorelity, metaphysics, &c., and Scots law. The author has here displayed, in 
the strongest light, his usual propensity for hunting all principles so far back into 
the misty periods of their origin, that, attempting to find the lost traces of the 
peculiar idea he is following, he pursues some fanciful train of thought, which 
has just as much chance of being wrong as of being right. 1 have often 
amused myself,” says the author, ** with a fanciful resemblance of law to the 
river Nile. When we enter upon the municipal law of any country in its present 
state, we resemble a traveller, who, crossing the Delta, loses his way among the 
numberless branches of the Egyptian river. But when we begin at the source, 
and follow the current of law, it is in that case no less easy and agreeable ; and 
m. 1 
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all its relations and dependencies ai*e traced with no greater difficulty than are 
the many streams into which that magnificent river is divided before it is lost in 
the sea.” If the philosopher meant to compare his searches after first principles 
to the investigation of the source of the Nile, the simile was rather unfortunate, 
and tempts one by a parody to compare his speculations to those of one who will 
discover the navigability or fertilizing power of a river, by a confused and end- 
less range among its various sources, when he has the grand main body of the 
river open to his investigations, from which he may find his way, by a sure and 
undoubted course, to its principal sources, should he deem it worth his while to 
penetrate them. This work exhibits in singularly strong colours the merits and 
defects of its author. While his ingenuity has led him into fanciful theories, and 
prompted him to attribute to the actions of barbarous governments subtile inten- 
tions of policy, of which the actora never dreamed, it has enabled him to point 
out connexions in the history of our law, and to explain the natural causes of 
anomalies, for which the practical jurisconsult might have long looked in vain. 
The history of criminal jurisprudence is a prominent piirt of this work. I'he 
author attempts to confute the well founded theories of Voltaire, Montesquieu, 
and many others, tracing the origin of punishment, and consequently the true 
principles of criminal jurisprudence, from the feelings of vindictiveness and in- 
dignation inherent in human nature when injured, — a principle we fear too 
often follow'ed to require a particular vindication or approval. We cannot pass 
from this subject without attracting attention to the enlightened views thrown 
out by lord Karnes on the subject of entails, views which he has seen the impor- 
tance of frequently repeating and inculcating, though with many others he spoke 
to the deaf adder, who heeded not the wisdom of his words. He proposed the 
entire repeal of the statute of IG 85, which, by an invention of the celebrated Sir 
Thomas Hope, had been prepared for the purpose of clenching the fetters of 
Scots entails, in a manner which might put at defiance such efforts as had en- 
abled the lawyers of England to release property from its chains. Hut the equity 
of the plan was shown in the manner in which the author proposed to settle the 
nice point of the adjustment of the claims on estates previously entailed. '1 he 
regulations enforced by these he proposed should continue in force in ns far as 
respected the interests of persons existing, but should neither benefit nor bind 
persons unborn at the time of the passing of the act proposed. Such an adjust- 
ment, though perhaps the best that could possibly be supposed, can only be put 
in practice with great difliculty ; the circumstance of an heir being expected to 
be born, nearer than any heir alive, and numberless others of a similar nature, 
would render the application of the principle a series of difficulties. Lord Kames 
communicated his views on this subject to lord Hardwick and lord Mansfield, 
and these great judges admitted their propriety ; it had been well had the warn- 
ing voice been heeded — but at that period the allegiance of Scotland might have 
been endangered by such a measure. The duke of Argyle was then the only 
Scotsman not a lawyer, who could look without horror on an attempt to infringe 
on the divine right of the lairds. 

In 1760, appeared another philosophically legal work from our author’s 
proliftc pen, entitled Principles of Equity,” composed with the ambitious view 
of reconciling the distinct systems of jurisprudence of the two nations — a book 
which might be of great use in a country where there is no law, and which, 
though it may now be applied to but little practical advantage in Scotland, it is 
rather humiliating to think, should have ever been considered requisite as a 
guide to our civil judges. But the opinions of this volume, which referred to 
the equity courts of England, received a kindly correction from a masterly 
hand. In tracing the jurisdiction of the court of chancery, lord Kames pro- 
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Burned it to be possessed of perfectly arbitrary powers, (soiiiething resembling 
those at one time enjoyed by the court of session,) enabling it to do justice a<> 
cording to the merits, in every case which the common law courts did not 
reach ; and with great consideration laid down rules for the regulation of its 
decisions, forgetting that, if' such rules could be applied to any court so purely 
arguing from circumstances and conscience, the rules of an act of parliament 
might have been ns well chosen, and rather more strictly followed, than those of 
the Scottish judge. But it appears that lord Karnes had formed erroneous ideas 
of the powers of the Pmglish equity courts ; and in a portion of Sir William 
Blackstone’s Conimeiitary, attributed to the pen of lord Mansfield, he is thus 
corrected: on the contrary, the system of our courts of equity is a laboured, 

connected system, governed by established rules, and bound down by precedents, 
from which they do not depait, although the reason of some of them may per- 
haps be liable to objection.’’ Tytler, on all occasions the vindicator of his 
friend, has attempted to support the theory of lord Karnes, by making Black- 
stone contradict himself: he has discovered the following passage in the Intro- 
duction to that author's works, — Equity depending essentially upon the parti- 
cular circumstances of each individual case, there can be no established rules 
and fixed precepts of equity laid down, without destroying its very essence, and 
reducing it to a positive law.” But in this passage, he it recollected, the author 
speaks of courts of pure equity like the Brietoriaii tribunals oi‘ the lloincans, un- 
trammelled by act or precedent, and left entirely to judicial discretion, a species 
df institution of whicb he does not admit the existence in lingland. But lot us 
not relinquish this subject, without bestowing our meed of approbation on the 
noble efforts which the learned author has made in this, and more effectually in 
others of his works, to reconcile the two countries to an assimilation in laws, 
'riicre is no more coiumoii prejudice, than the feeling, that the apprcarii of oiiu 
country to the laws and customs of another, is not an net of expediency, but 
an acknowledgment of inferiority, and it gencniliy requires n hnrsher struggle 
on the part of the weaker, than on that of the stronger people. It is irequciilly 
maintained that a love for ancient institutions, and a wish to continue tlieiii, 
however cumbersome, is the characteristic safeguard of freedom ; but luiglit it not 
be said, that the firmness of a nation consists in the obedience it pays to the 
laws while they exist, paying them not the less respect in their execution, that 
they look upon them as systems which should be altered by the legislative 
authority. Our law,” says lord Karnes, ** will admit of many iinproveiiieiUs 
from that of England ; and if the author be not in a mistake, through partiality 
to his native country, we cire rich enough to repay with interest all we have 
occasion to borrow a reflection which might produce good seed, if it would 
teach some narrow intellects to examine the merits of some petty deformities of 
Scottish law, for which antiquity has given them an affection. And if the proud 
legislators of a neighbouring country would desert for a moment the stale jest 
which forced itself into the words ‘^nolumus leges Anglim mutari,” and admit 
the possibility that the mighty engine of English jurisprudence might admit 
some improvement from the working of a more simple and in many things very 
efficacious machine, the high benefits of a participation in the excellencies of 
their own system, which they show so much anxiety to extend across tlie border, 
would be received with less jealousy and suspicion. 

Passing over the introduction to the Art of Thinking, published in 

1761, we turn with much pleasure to the contemplation of another of the 
philosophical productions of this eminent writer, the work on which his 
reputation chiefly depends. In 176d was published, in three octavo 

volumes, The Elements of Criticism.^’ I'he comspoiidence and previous 
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studies of the author show the elaborate and diversified matter of these volumes 
to have been long the favourite subject of his reflections. It had in view the 
aim of tracing the progress of taste as it is variously exhibited and acknow'ledged 
to exist, to the organic principles of the mind on which in its various deport* 
ments it is originally founded, displaying the art of what his biographer justly 
calls ** Philosophical Criticism/’ in opposition to that which is merely practical, 
or applicable to objects of taste as they appear, without any reference to the 
causes why the particular feelings are exhibited. But that lord Karnes was in 
this the inventor of a science,” as his biographer has termed him, is a state- 
ment which may admit of some doubt 

The doctrine of reflex senses propounded by Hutchinson, the father of the 
Scottish System of Philosophy, had many years previously laid a firm foundation 
for the system, afterwards so ably erected. Some years previously to the publi- 
cation of the Elements of Criticism, llume and Gerard had drawn largely from 
the same inexhaustible source, and, if with less variety, certainly with more 
correctness and logical accuracy of deduction ; and Burke, though he checked 
the principle of the sensations he has so vividly illustrated by arbitrary feelings 
assigned as their source, contributed much to the advancement of that high study. 
Nor is it to be denied, that the ancients at least knew the existence of this 
untried tract, if they did not venture far within its precincts, for few can read 
Cicero de Oratore, Longinus, or the Institutions of Quinctilian, without perceiv- 
ing that these men were well acquainted with the fundamental principles of the 
rules of criticism. But relinquishing the discussion of its originality, the Ele- 
ments of Criticism is a book no man can read without acquiring many new ideas, 
and few without being acquainted with many new facts : it is full of useful infor- 
mation, just criticism, and ingenious reasoning, laying down rules of composition 
and thought, which have become classical regulations for elegant writers. ^I'he 
author is, however, a serious transgressor of his own excellent rules ; his mind 
seems to have been so perpetu<ally filled with ideas, that the obstruction oc4;a- 
sioned by the arrangement of a sentence would cause a considerable interruption 
in their flow ; hence he is at all times a brief, unnielodious composer, and the 
broken form of his sentences frequently renders their meaning doubtful. 'I'he 
following specimen, chosen by chance, is an example of a good rule ill observed 
by its maker : In arranging a period, it is of importance to determine in what 
^ part of it a word makes the greatest figure, whether at the beginning, during 
the course, or at the close. The breaking silence rouses the attention, and 
' prepares for a deep impression at the beginning ; the beginning, however, must 
yield to the close : which, being succeeded by a pause, affords time for a word 
to make its deepest impression. Hence the following rule, that to give the 
utmost force to a period, it ought, if possible, to be closed with that word which 
makes the greatest figure. The opportunity of a pause should not be thrown 
away upon accessories, but reserved for the principal object, in order that it may 
make a full impression : which is an additional reason against closing a period 
with a circumstance. I'here are, however, periods that admit not such a struc- 
ture, and, in that cose, the capital word ought, if possible, to be placed in the 
front, which next to the close, is the most advantageous for making an impres- 
sion” (v. ii. p. 72). But were we to scrutinize with malicious accuracy, we 
might find sentences like the following, bidding defiance to form and sense. 
** Benevolence and kindly affection are too refined for savages, unless of the 
simplest kind, such as the ties of blood,” (Sketches of Hist, of Man, v. i. p. 
270 ;) or, Here it is taken for granted, that we see external objects, and that 
we see them with both eyes in the same place ; inadvertently, it must be 
acknowledged, as it flatly contradicts what he had been all along inculcating, 
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that external objects are not visible, otherwise than in imagination,’’ (Essays on 
Morals, p. 27G). It has been said, and not without reason, that the critical 
principles of lord Karnes are more artificial than natural, more the produce of 
refined reasoning than of feeling or sentiment. The whole of his deductions 
are, indeed, founded on the doctrine of taste being increased and improved, 
and almost formed by art, and his personal character seems not to have suggested 
any other medium for his own acquisition of it. lie joined the vulgar cry of 
the period on the barbarism of the Gothic architecture, probably because the 
general disrespect in which it was held prevented him from being anxious to 
discover any “ first principles” on which to erect for it a character of propriety 
and elegance. In his plans for the improvement of his grounds, we find him 
falling into practical abortions of taste, of which, had they been presented to 
him ns speculative questions, he might have seen the deformity. In a letter to 
the accomplished Mrs Montague, he says, a rill of water runs neglected through 
the fields, obscured by pretty high banks. It is proposed that the water be 
raised in different places by stone buildings imitating natural rocks, which will 
make some beautiful cascades. The banks to be planted witfi flowering shrubs, 
and access to the whole by gravel paths. The group will produce a mixture of 
sweetness and liveliness, which iiuikes fine harmony in gardening as well as in 
life and farther on, ‘‘ But amongst my other plans, 1 have not forgot the 
spot pitched upon by you for a seat ; and because every thing belonging to you 
should have something peculiar, the bottom, to be free from wet, is contrived to 
fold up, and to have for its ornament a plate of brass with this inscription, * rest, 
and contemplate the beauties of art and nature.’ ” The Elements of Criticism 
hud the good fortune to call forth a little of the virulence of Warburton, who 
seems to have complacently presumed that lord Karnes composed his three thick 
volumes with the sole and atrocious aim of opposing some of the theories of the 
learned divine ; and Voltaire, celtifying the author by the anomalous name of 

Makaims,’’ has bestowed on him a few sneers, sparingly sprinkled witli praise, 
provoked by the unfortunate Scotsman having spoken of the Henriade in slight- 
ing terms, and having Lauded Shakspeare to the prejudice of the French drama. 

In April, 17G3, lord Karnes was appointed a lord of justiciary, in the criminal 
court of Scotland. Some have accused him of severity as a judge ; but in the 
character of the man who can stretch the law against the criminal, there is some- 
thing so repugnant, and — acting in a court where judges decide very much from 
discretion, and from which the accused enjoys no appeal — something so truly 
abhorrent, that we would require much and strong evidence indeed, before we 
could attribute to a man of great benevolence, of much and tried pliilanthropy, 
and of general virtue, the characteristic of a cruel judge. Surrounded by judi- 
cial duties and immersed in professional and literary studies, he was still an 
active supporter of the useful institutions which he had some time previously 
joined, investigating along with the celebrated Dr Walker, the proper grounds 
for improving the cultivation and manufactures of the Western Isles, and the 
more remote parts of Scotland. In 1766, a new held was opened for his exer- 
tions, by his succession, through the death of his wife's brother, to the extensive 
estate of Blair Drummond, which made him a richer, but not a more illustrious 
man. The chief circumstance which renders this accession to his fortune inter- 
esting to the world, is the commeiiceiiient of a vast system of improvement, by 
floating into the Firth of Forth the surface of a moss, extending over portions 
of his own, and many contiguous estates, and shrouding what cultivation has 
made and is still making the finest land in Scotland. The next issue from 
the pen of lord Karnes, were, a small pamphlet on the Progi'ess of Flax Hus- 
bandry in Scotland, published in the year 1765, and in the ensuing year, a 
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continuation of his Ueniarkable Decisions from 1730 to 1753. He now began 
to approach that age which has been marked out as a period reached by a small 
proportion of the hiiinan race, but though stricken in years, and pressed upon 
by official duties, he did not flinch from a new and elaborate undertaking on a 
subject of many diveraified branches, some of which were totally disconnected 
with his previous literary labours. Lord Karnes appears to have had his mind 
perpetually filled with the matter he was preparing to discuss, and to have con- 
stantly kept open to the world the engrossing matter of his thoughts ; it is thus 
that, for some time previously to the publication of his Sketches of the JHistory 
of Man/’ (which appeared in 1774,) we find an ample correspondence with his 
literary friends, — with Dr Walker, Sir James Nasmith, Dr Reid, and Dr Jllack, 
affording some most interesting speculations on the gradations of the huiiian rac^, 
and the analogy between plants and animal subjects — which had long been 
speculated upon by our author* On these branches of philosophy, he has bestowed 
considerable attention in the Sketches of the History of Man, to little satisfac- 
tion. In reasoning a priori from the history of man in the world, and the 
various aspects of his tribe, the author erects a system in opposition to 
that of revelation, to which however he afterwards yields, as to the 
authority of the court, allowing it to be true, not by any means from the siipe- 
riority of the system to his own, but because holy writ has told it. Rut if the 
work be hereafter perused, to gratify an idle hour with its amusing details, few 
will search in it for much information on a subject which has received so much 
better illustration from Bluinenbach, Pritchard, and Lawrence. But the subjects 
of these sketches are multifarious ; Ossian’s poems are ingeniously introduced as 
part of the history of man, constituting a sort of barbaro-civilized period, when 
probably the same amount of polish and of rudeness which still exists, held sway, 
though without neutralizing each other, and both displayed in the extreme ; 
government is also discussed, and finan(;es. The political economy is old and 
narrow, looking upon national means too much in the light of an engine to be 
wielded, rather than as a self-acting power, which only requires freedom and 
room to enable it to act ; nevertheless it is sprinkled with enlightened views 
such as the following : ‘Mt appears to be the intention of I’rovidence, that all 
nations should benefit by commerce, os by sunshine ; and it is so ordered, that 
an unequal balance is prejudicial to the gainers, as well as to the losers : the 
latter are immediate sufferers ; but nut less so ultimately are the former.” 

In his latter days, the subject of uiur memoir produced four more extensive 
works, of which we shall only mention the names and dates : The (^entleiiiaii 
Farmer,” in I77fi, — Elucidations respecting the Common Law of Scotland,’’ 
in 1777 , — ** Select Decisions of the Court of Session from 1752 to 17()8,’’ pub- 
lished in 1780, — Loose Hints on Education.” The last of his works, was pub- 
lished in 1781, in the 85th year of the author’s age, a period when the weak- 
ness of the body cannot fail to communicate itself to the thoughts. The green 
old age of lord Karnes seems to have been iiiibittered by no disease but that of 
general decay. He continued his usual attention to the agricultural and manu- 
tacturing projects of the country ; gratified his few leisure hours in the society 
of his select literary friends, attended the court of session, and even performed 
the arduous duty of travelling on the circuits : he was indeed a singular specimen 
of a mind whose activity age could not impede. His correspondence continues 
till within a short time of his death, and before leaving the world, he could 
spare some consideration for assisting in the establishment of an institution, the 
pleasures and profits of which could not be reaped by him. The Royal Society 
of Scotland. During his short and lost illness, he expressed no dread except 
that he might outlive the faculties of his mind ; to the usual solicutations, which 
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friends nan never avoid making on such occasions, that he would submit himself 
to the care of a physician — Don’t talk of my disease,*’ he answered, I have 
no disease hut old age. 1 know that Mrs Drummond and my son are of a 
diderent opinion ; but why should 1 distress them sooner than is necessary. 1 
know well that no physician on earth can do me the smallest service : for 1 feel 
that I am dying ; and I thank God that niy mind is prepared for that event. I 
leave this world in peace and good-will to all niankiiul. Yf»u know the dread 1 
have had of outliving my faculties ; of that I trust there is now no great ]»roba- 
hility, as my body decays so fast. My life has been a long one, and prosper- 
ous, on the whole, beyond my deserts : but I would fain indulge the hope that 
it has not been useless to my fellow creatures.” 

A week before he died, lord Kaines took a final farewell of his old friends 
and professional companions, on that bench to which he had been so long an 
ornament. He parted from each as a private friend, and on finally retiring 
from the room, is said to have turned round on the sorrowful group and bid his 
adieu in an old favourite epithet, more expressive of jovial freedom than of 
refinement. He died on the ^7th of December, 1782, in the 87th year of his 
age. We have narrated the events of his life with so much detail, that a sum- 
mary of his character is unnecessary ; he is said to have been parsimonious, but 
if the epithet be applicable, the private defect will be forgotten in the midst of 
his public virtues. He possessed the dangerous and powerful engine of sarcasm ; 
but he used it to heal, not to wound. The followitig instance of his reluctance 
to give pain, to be found in a letter to Mr (yreech, is so characteristic of a truly 
worthy man, that we cannot abstain from quoting it. In the fifth volume of 

Dodsley's collection of poems, there is one by T D at page 226, which 

will make a good illustration of a new Rule of Criticism that is to go into the 
new edition of the Elements ; but, as it is unfavourable to the author of that 
poem, 1 wish to know whether he is alive ; for I would not willingly give pain.” 

HOME, John, an eminent dramatic poet, was born at Leith on the 22d of 
September, (O.S.) 1722. He was the son of Mr Alexander Home, town-clerk 
of Leith, whose father was the son of Mr Home of J^'Iass, in Berwickshire, a 
lineal descendant of Sir John Home of Cowdenknowes, from whom the present 
earl of Home is descended. John Home, who during his whole life retained a 
proud recollection of his honourable ancestry, was educated, first at the gram- 
mar school of his native town, and then at the university of Edinburgh. In 
both of these seminaries, he prosecuted his studies with remarkable diligence 
and success. While he attended the university, his talents, his progress in 
literature, and his peculiarly agreeable manners, soon excited the attention, 
and procured in no small degree the favour, both of the professors and of his 
fellow students. He here formed an acquaintance which lasted through life, 
with many of those eminent men, who elevated the literary character of Scot- 
land so highly during the eighteenth century. After qualifying himself by the 
ordinary course of studies, to undertake the duties of a clergyman in the Scot- 
tish church, he was licensed to preach on the 4th of April, 1745. 

The natural character of Home was ardent and aspiring. Under the meek 
garb of a Scottish licentiate, he bore a heart which throbbed eagerly at the 
idea of military fame, and the whole cast of' his mind was romantic and chival- 
rous. It might have been expected that, in the celebrated quarrel which divided 
the national mind in 1745, such a person would have been unable to resist the 
temptation of joining prince Charles. It happened, however, that the chivalry 
of Home was of a whiggish cast, and that his heart burned for civil freedom as 
well as for military glory. He therefore became a volunteer in a royal corps 
which was raised at Edinburgh to repel the attack of the Chevalier. This corps, 
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when the danger approached in all its reality, melted almost into thin air ; yet 
Home was one of a very small number mIio protested against the pusillaniirious 
behaviour of the rest. Having reluctantly laid down his arms, he employed 
himself next dciy in taking observations of the strength of the Highland forces^ 
which he appears to have comniiinicated to Sir John Cope : while thus engaged, 
he was near enough to the prince to measure his sbitiire against his own. In 
the early part of the succeeding year, he rea]>peared in arms ns a volunteer, 
and was present at the disgraceful affair of Falkirk, where he was taken 
prisoner. Being conveyed to Doune castle, then under the keeping of a nephew 
of Rob Roy, he was confined for some days, along with several companions in 
misfortune ; but the whole party at length escaped, by cutting their blankets 
into shreds, and letting themselves down upon the ground. He now took up 
his residence at Leith, and for some time prosecuted his professional studies, 
mixed, however, with a kind of reading to w'hich his inclination led, that of 
the historians and classics of fireece and Rome. 

His temper, says his friendly biographer Mackenzie, was of that warm 
susceptible kind, which is caught by the heroic and the tender, and which is 
more fitted to delight in the world of sentiment than to succeed in the hustle 
of ordinary life. His own favourite model of a character, and that on whicii 
his own was formed, was the ideal being Young Norval in his own play of 
Douglas, one endowed with chivalrous valour and roinniitic generosity, eager for 
glory beyond any other object, and, in the contemplation of future fame, en- 
tirely regardless of the present objects of interest and ambition. The same 
glowing complexion of mind, which gave birth to this creature of fancy, co- 
loured the sentiments and descriptions of Ills ordinary discourse ; he had a very 
retentive memory, and was fond of recalling the incidents of past times, and of 
dramatizing his stories by introducing the names and characters of the persons 
concerned in them. The same turn of mind threw a certain degree of elevation 
into his language, and heightened the naiTative in which that language was em- 
ployed ; he spoke of himself with a frankness which a man of that disposition is 
apt to indulge, but with which he sometimes forgot that his audience was not al- 
ways inclined to sympathize, and thence he was accused of more vanity than in 
trutli belonged to bis character. The same warm colouring was employed in 
the delineation of his friends, to whom he assigned a rank which others would 
not always allow. So far did he carry this propensity, that, as Dr Robertson 
used jokingly to say, he invested them with a sort of supernatural privilege 
above the ordinary humiliating ciixmmstances of mortality. ‘ He never,’ snid 
the Doctor, ^ could allow that a friend was sick till he heard of his death.’ 
To the same source was to be traced the warm eulogia which he was accustomed 
to bestow upon them. * lie delighted in bestowing as well as in receiving flat- 
tery,’ said another of his intimates ; * hut with him it had all the openness Lnd 
warmth of truth. He flatteml all of us, from whom his flattery could gain no 
favour, fully as much, or, indeed, more willingly, than he did those men of 
the first consequence and rank, with whom the circumstances of his future life 
associated him ; and he received any praise from us with the same genuine feeL 
Jiigs of friendship and attachment.’ There was no false coinage in this currency 
which he used in his friendly intercourse ; whether 'g^iven or received, it had 
with him the stamp of perfect candour and sincerity/’ 

Such was the enthusiastic young man who was destined for the strange glory 
of producing, in Scotland, a tragedy upon a Scottish story. In 1746, he was 
presented by Sir David Kinloch of Gilmerton, to the church and parish of 
Athelstaneford in East Lothian, then vacant by the death of the Rev. Robert 
Blair, the author of the Grave. Previous to this period, his passionate fondness 
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for Plutarch, had led him to commence a tragedy upon one of his heroes — Agis 

which he finished soon after he was settled in Athelstaneford. In 1749, he 

went to London, and offered his work to Garrick, for representation at Drury 
Tiane, of which that great actor had recently become manager. But the English 
Iloscius did not think it well adapted to the stage, and declined bringing it on, 
much to the mortification of the author, who, with the feeling natural to such a 
situation, wrote the following verses on the tomb of Shakspeare, in Westminster 
Abbey : 

I mage of Shakspeare ! to this place 1 come, 

To ease my bumping bosom at thy tomb; 

For neither Greek nor Roman poet fired 
My fancy first — thee chiefly I admired ; 

And, day and night revolving still thy page, 

I hoped, like thee, to sliako the British sUtge ; 

But cold neglect is now my only meed, 

And heav} falls it on so proud a head. 

If powers above now listen to my l>rc, 

(liarm them to grant, indulgent, my desire ; 

Let petrifaction stop this falling tear, 

And fix my form for ever marble here. 

After this unsuccessful journey to London, he turned his mind to the com* 
prsitioii of the tragedy of Douglas, wliich was founded upon the beautiful old 
ballad of Gil Morris. Having finished this in the intervals of bis professional 
labours, lie set out upon another expedition to the metropolis, February, 1755, 
with the favourable hopes of a circle of most intelligent friends, to whom be bad 
intrusted it for perusal. It was, however, ns ill received as Agis : Mr Garrick 
returned it witli the declaration that it was totally unfit for the stage. W^ith 
this opinion, which many excellent English critics still maintain, neither tlie 
poet nor liis friends were at all satisfied. 1 hose friends, looking upon it with the 
eyes of Scotsmen, beheld in it something quite superior to the ordinary run of 
I'lnglish tragedies ; and accordingly they recommended that it should be pre- 
sented upon the Edinburgh slage, which was then conducted by a gentleman 
named Digges, whom Mr Mackenzie describes as possessed of great powers, 
(though with many defects,) and of great popularity in Sc^otland. The recom- 
mendation was carried into effect; and all IMinburgh was* presently in a state 
of wild excitement, from the circumstance of a play being in preparation by a 
minister of the established church.^ The actors at the Edinburgh theatre bap- 


‘ If wc are to believe an autliority good in iiieatriral matters — the Edinburgh Weekly 
Chronicle newspaper, wliile under tlie management of Mr Edward Hislop, — Dr Carl}le, and 
othei-s of ills bretliren, not only attended the rchciarsfiis of Dmtglas, but themselves performed 
in the first of them ; “ It may not be generally known,” sajs the authority just referred to, 
“ tiiat the first rehearsal took place in tlie lodgings in I he Oanongalc occupied by Mrs Saiali 
Wurde, one of Digges’s coinpaii) ; and lliat it was reheai-sed by, and in presence of, tlie most 
distinguished literary charaetera Scotland ever could boast of. The following was the cast of 
the piece on the occasion : — 

Dramatis Personee. 


Lord Randolph, 
Gletuilvon, . 

Old Norval, 
Douglas, 

Lady Bandolph, 
Anna (tlie Maid), 


Dr Robertson, principal, Edinburgh. 
David Hume, nisturian. 

Dr Carlyle, minister of Musselburgh. 
John Home, the author. 

Dr Ferguson, professor. 

Dr Blair, minister. High Church. 


The audience that day, besides Mr Digges and Mrs Warde, were the right honourable 
Patrick lord Elibaiik, iurd Milton, lord Karnes, lord Monboddo, (the two last were then only 
hiwyors,) the Rev. John Steele and William Home, ministers. The company, all but Mrs 
Warde, dined afterwards at the Griskin Club, in the Abbey. The above is a signal proof of 
the strong passion for the drama which then obtained among the literati of this capital, since 
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pened to be, in general, men of fioiiie ability in tlieir profession, and the piny 
was thus cast : Digges, Young Norval; Hayiiian, Old Norval; Love, Glenalvon ; 
Mrs Warde, Lady Randolph, But the name Barnet was at this time used for 
Bandolph, and Norval was called Norman. The first representation, which took 
place December 14, 17 5G, was honoured by the presence of a large audience, 
comprising many friends of the author, clerical as well as otlicrwise. It was re- 
ceived with enthusiastic applause, and, in the conclusion, drew forth many tears, 
which were, perhaps, a more unequivocal testimony to its merits. The town was 
in an uproar of exultation, that a Scotsman should write a tragedy of the first 
rate, and that its merits were first submitted to them. 

But the most remarkable circumstance attending its representation was the 
clerical contest which it excited, and the proceedings of the churcli of Scotland 
regarding it. Owing to certain circumstances, — among which was reckoned the 
publication of lord Kaines’s ICssa^s on Natural and Kevealed Ileligion,” wliich 
were suspected of a tendency to infidelity, besides the issue of a work in 
England, entitled “ Englamrs Alarm,” in which Scotland was accused of cher- 
ishing gre.at corruptions in religion, — there obtained in the churck a more zealous 
disposition than usual to lop off heresies, and chastise peccant brethren. Hence 
the prosecution raised against Mr Home, which at any rate must have taken 
place, was characterized by an appearance of rancour which has often since been 
the subject of ridicule. 

The presbytery of Edinburgh commenced the proceedings by publishing a 
solemn admonition ; in which they expressed deep regret at the growing iiTO- 
ligion of the times, and warned all persons within their bounds, especially the 
young, against the danger of frequenting stage-pla^s. This document only pro- 
voked the mirth of the public ; it was replied to by a perfect torrent of jeujr 
d"^ esprit. The church, however, though unable to inflict any punishment upon 
the people at large for their admiration of the play, had the author and all his 

thin, iinfortuui'irely, much alxitecl. The rehearsal must liave been conducted with verj gn at 
seerec.) ; for wiial 'would the kirk, which took such decpoHeiice at thccom])ositioiiof the piece 
by one of its ministers, have said to the fact of no tower than four of these being engaged in 
rehearsing it, and two others attending the exhibition ? The circumstance of the gentle Anna 
having been personated by * Dr Blair, minister of tlie High Chundi,’ is u very droll one.’*— • 
Kduiburgh Weekly Clirofncle, January 21, 1829. 

This statement may not be accurate — it is only a quotation from a newspaper ; but .‘Lssiini^ 
Jug that it has sonic truth in it, we hesitato nut los^y that it is tar from being eitlier droll ** 
or creditable to the eminent persons to whom it refcn» : ** add Dr Johnson, upon one oc- 
casion, “ this merriment of parsons is very ofl’ciisivc.” 

As to Dr llubertsoirs share in these transactions, it is only fair to quote what is said by his 
biographer. Mr IStcwart's words are as follows: “The extraordinary merits of Mr Home’s 
performance, wliich is now become to Sixitsinen n subject of national pi ide, wero not suf- 
ficient to atone for so bold a departure from the austerity expected in a presbjteriun divine; 
■Hid the olience was not a little exasperated by tlie conduct ol some of Mr Home’s bretlirc 
who, partly from curiosity, and partly from a friendly wisii to share in the censure bestowed 
on the author, were led to witness the first representation of tlie piece on the Edinburgh 
stage. In tlie whole course of the ecclesiastical proceedings connected with these incidents, 

, Dr Robertson distinguished himself by the ablest and must animated exertions in defence of 
his friends ; and contributed greatly, by his persuasivo eloquence, to the mildness of that sen- 
tence in which the prosecution at Jast terminated. His arguments, on this occasion, had, it 
may be presumed, the greater weight, that he had never himself entered within the walls of 
a playhouse ; a remarkable proof, among numberless others wliich the history of his life af- 
fords, of that scrupulous circumspection in his private conduct, which, while it added so much 
to his usefulness as a clergyman, was essential to his influence as tlie leader of a party; and 
which so often enabled him to recommend successfully to others the same candid and indul- 
gent spirit that was congenial to his own mind.” — Account the JJfe and Writings of Ur 
Hohertsony by Uugald Stewart, Esq., p. 12. 

In this passage Mr Stewart discountenances, in general terms, the belief that the Principal 
gave the tragedy of Douglas any active patronage, by attending the representations or oUier- 
wise ; hut the statement that Dr Robertson “ had never himself entered within the walls of 
a playiiouse,” irahnot be considered as an absolute contradiction of his having been present at 
the rehearsal “ in the lodgings in the Canongatc occupied by Mrs Sunth Warde.” 
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clerical abettors completely in their power. Mr Home only escaped degrade 
tion by abdicating his pulpit, which he did in June, 1757. His friends who 
had been present at the representation, were c^ensiired or punished according to 
the degree of their supposed miscxinduct. Mr White, the minister of Libberton, 
nas suspended for a month, a mitigated sentence in consideration of his apology, 
which was — that he had attended the representation only once, when he en- 
deavoured to conceal himself in a comer, to avoid giving offence. 

The misfortune of the Scottish church, on this occasion, consisted only in a 
little want of discrimination. They certainly did not err in characterizing the 
stage as immoral ; for the stage, both then and since, and in almost all periods 
of its existence, has condescended to represent scenes, and give currency to 
language, which, in the general society of the period, could not be tolerated. 
Ihit though the stage seems thus to claim a privilege of lagging behind the 
moral standard of every age, and in general calculates itself for the gratification 
of only a secondary order of tastes, there was surely something to be said in 
favour of a man who, having devoted his leisure to the cultivation of an elegant 
branch of the belles lettres, had produced a work not calculated to encourage 
the immoral system complained of, but to correct it by introducing a purer taste, 

which could at least not be played, without for that night preventing the re- 
presentation of something more fatal to good manners. The church ought 
rather to have been rejoic;ed than saddened, at finding a stream of pure feeling 
disposed to turn itself into the Augean stable of the theatre ; because they might 
have calculated, since men cannot be withheld from that place of amusement, 
the next best course is to make the entertainment as innocent as possible. 

Mr Home had been Introduced some years before, by Sir David l^nlocb, the 
[tntron of his parish, to lord justice clerk Milton, who then acted as Sote» Minis-- 
ire for Scotland, under Archibald duke of Argyle. Being introduced by lord 
Milton to the duke, his grace said that, being now too old to be of any material 
service in improving his prospects, he would commit him to his nephew, the 
carl of Bute, who was succeeding to that nameless situation of trust and patron- 
age which had been so long held by himself. Accordingly, on Mr Home’s going 
to London in 1757, he was kindly received by lord Buie, who, having that in- 
llueiice with Garrick which liad been found wanting in the merit of the play 
itself, soon caused it i<i be brought out at Drury Lane. Notwithstanding Gar- 
rick^s unchanged opinion of its merit, it met with distinguished success. 

Lord Bute, besides procuring Mr Home this highest gratification which lie 
was capable of receiving, provided for his personal w'ants by obtaining for him 
the sinecure situation of conservator of Scots privileges at Caropvere. Thus se- 
cure ns to the means of subsistence, the poet reposed with tranquillity upon his 
prospects of dramatic fame. His tragedy of Agis, which had been written 
before Douglas, but rejected, was brought forward, and met with success, Gar- 
rick and Mrs Cibber palying the principal characters. The Siege of Aquileia 
was represented in 1750, but, owing to a want of interest in the action, did 
not secure the favour of the audience. In 17 GO, he printed his three tragedies 
in one volume, and dedicated them to the prince of W ales, whose society he had 
enjoyed through the favour of the earl of Bute, preceptor to the prince. When 
this royal personage became king, he signified his favour for Mr Home by 
granting him a pension of i^300 a-year from his privy purse — which, in ad- 
dition to an equal sum from his office of conservator, rendered him what in 
Scotland might be considered affiuent. About this period, he spent the greater 
part of his time in London, but occasionally came to Scotland, to attend his 
duties os an elder in the General Assembly, being appointed to that trust by 
the ecclesiastical establishment at Gampvcre, which then enjoyed a representa- 
tion in the great clerical council of the nation. In 1707, lie forsook almost 
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entirely the company of the earl of Bute and his oilier distinguished friends at 
London^ and planted himself down in a villa^ which he built near his former 
residence in East Lothian, and where he continued to reside for the next twelve 
years. To increase the felicity of a settled home, he married a lady of his own 
name in 1770, by whom he never had any children. 

Three tragedies, the Fatal Discovery, Alonzo, and Alfred, successively ap- 
peared in 1769, 1773, and 1778; but, though received at first with considera- 
ble applause, they took no permanent hold of the stage ; and thus seemed to 
confirm the opinion wliich many English critics had avowed in regartl to the 
sucfiess of Douglas — that it was owing to no peculiar powers of dramatic com- 
position in the author, but simply to the national rharai’ler of the piece, with a 
slight aid from its exhibition of two %’ery popular passions, maternal and filial ten- 
derness.^ The reception of the last mentioned play was so cool, that he ceased 
from that time to write for the stage. 

• ** As we sat over our tea,” says Boswell on this subject, “ Mr Ilome’s ot 

D.»Mg/rt.5 was mentioned. 1 put Dr Julnison in mind tlhit once, in a ('oflee-bouse at Oxibnl, 
lie c.dlcd to old Mr Sheridan, * How came you, sir, to givo Home a gold medal ♦ for writing 
that foolish pln\ ?* and defied Mr Sheridan to show ten good linos in it. Ho did not insisf 
that they sliuulcl bo together; but that then' were not ten good lines in the whole play. ll< 
now poi'sisted in this. I endeavoured to defend that pathetic and beautiful tragul), and re- 
peal^ the following passage : 

Sincerity, 

Thou fii-slof virtues, let no mortal leave 
Thy onward path, altho’ the earth should gajie, 

And from the gulph of hell df>struction cry, 

To take dissimulation's winding way. 

Johnson. ‘ That will not do, sir. Nothing is good but what is cunsi.st<'nt with tnilli (u pii*l.,i 
bility, which tliis is not. Juvenal indeed gives us u noble picture of inllexible \irtue . 

ICsto bonus miles, tutor l)onu>, arbiter idem 
Integer: ambigiia^ si quando cilabere testis 
Incerttnque rei, PJialai is licet impiui't, ut sis 
Falsus, et admoto dictet perjuria tauro, 

Summum crede nefas, aiiimam pnelVrn* pudori, 

Et, propter vitam, vita» pen.'eie c.ujssis.’ 

He repeated tlic lines witli great force and dignity ; then added, * And aftci this comes 
Johnny Home, with hS^ earth gaping and his r/6’5/rMC//o7i crying / — l^ioh T ^'-^iioswcU^s .tovrnul 

a Tour to the Hebrides. 

It nuLst be acknowledged Boswdl was not fortunate in the specimen he produced, and that 
the passage quoted by Johnson from Juvenal is infinitely superior. TJie eiiTiimstances at- 
tending the represenUitiou of Douglas W'ere not such as to dispose an English eiitic to alhiw 
its merit. In the first place, the national taste was in some degree committed in tlie judg- 
ment fiassed upon the play by the favourite actor and malinger; and it was not only galling 
to himself, but to all who relied upon his taste, that he sliould have been mistaken. In the 
next place, the Scots did nut use their triumph with discretion; tliey lalke«I of the merits of 
Douglas ill a strain quite preposterous, and of which no unfair specimen is to be found in tho 
anecdote of a Caledonian who, being present in the pit of Drury Lane one night of its per- 
formance, is said to have exclaimed, in the insolence of Jiis exultation, “ WJ^ar’s your Wully 
Shakspeare nou 1” Such ridiculous pretensions are now’ forgotten ; but they were advanced 
at the time, anil, from their extreme arrogance and absurdity, could not fail to exasperate a 
mind so ready to repel insult as Jolinson’s, and so keenly alive as his was to tlie honour of the 
national literature of England. The nntunil eonsequenee followed: he decried Douglas per- 
haps as much as it was overvalued by its admirers; and his acquaintance with far superior 
compositions, must have enabled him, as in the instance above quoted, to ])our derision upon 
it with an ellect which the more judicioits part of itsadmirers could not coiitend with, the 
more especially as the noise of undiscriminating applause with w’hich it w-as Jiailed, had in- 
duced them to assume higher ground than their sober judgment w’ould have led them to fix 
upon. And indeed, it may be a question whether the same cause that contributed to the first 
popularity of does not stili continue to operate, preserving to our only tragedy a 

higher rank than it really is entitled to occupy ; ii is rare that the parents of an only child 
do not love and admire him for virtues which all tho world else fails to discover that he is 
possessed of. 

• ** The. elder Sheridan, then manager of the theatre, at Dublin, sent Mr Home a gold medal in 
lestimony of his admiration of Dovglas ; and hia wife, a woman not less respectable for her 
virtuca than for geniiio and acroniplishnicnta, drew the idea of her admired novel of Sffdney 
Siddulph, M her introduction bears, from the genuine moral efTect of that excellent tragedy.*’— 
SJackenzie's Life of Home, p. 47. 
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Mr Home, as already mentioned, lived in terms of tlie greatest intimacy 
ivitli all tlic literary men of his time : he seems, however, to have cherished no 
friendship with so much ardour as that which he entertained for his philosophical 
namesake David Hume. During the course of a lengthened period of friendly 
intercourse with this individual, only two trifling dillerences had ever risen be- 
tueen them. One referred t(» tlie orthography of their name, which the 
dramatic poet spelt after the old and constant fashion of his family, while the 
philosopher had early in life assumed the spelling indicated by the pronuncia- 
tion. David Hume, at one time, jocularly proposed that they should deteriiiine 
this controversy by (tasting lots; but the poet answered, “ Nay, that is a most 
extraordinary proposal, indeed, Mr Pliilosopher, for, if you lose, you take your 
own name, whereas, if I lose, I take another niaifs name. 

The other controversy referred merely to their taste in wine. Mr .lohn 
Home had the old Scottish prepossession in favour of claret, and utterly de- 
tested port. When the former drink was expelled from the market by high 
duties, he wrote the following epigram, as it has been called, though we confess 
we are at a loss to observe anything in it but a narrative of supposed facts . — 

Firm aiul erect tlie Calodoiiinii stood. 

Old was his mutton, and Ins claret good ; 

‘ Lot him drink port,’ an English sUitcsmaii ciied — 

He drank the poison, and his spirit died.” 

Davi<l Hnmc, who to his latest breath continued the same playful being be 
had *. \‘'r been, made the following allusion to the two controversies, in a codicdl 
; lii‘. will, dated only eighteen days before his death, ** 1 leave to my friend 
]\rr John Homo of Kildiiff, ten dozen of my old clarci at his choice ; and one 
other beetle of th.at otlior liquor called port. I also leave him six dozen of 
port, provided that he attests, under his hand, signed dohii IlimWy that he has 
iiimsclf alone fiiiishc<I tliat bottle at two sittings, lly this concession he will 
at once terminate the only two diflerences that ever arose between us concern- 
ing temporal matters.” 

When this ec(;enti*i(*/ philosopher was rccouiincnded for his health to pay a 
visit to Bath, his faithful friend Home a(x*.oinpanied him, and was of gi'eat ser- 
vice, by his lively convei’^ation and kind attentions, in su]>porting him against 
the attacks of a virulent disease. Hie journey took plac^ in April, 177(), and 
Mr Mackenzie has preserved a curious diary by Mr Home, detailing the principal 
matters which passed between him and his fellow traveller in conversation. Many 
of the anecdotes told by the philosopher are exceedingly valuable as snatches of 
what is styled sc(;ret history. 

Mr Home spent the latter moiety of his long life in a state little removed 
from indolence. He removed to 1i!dinburgh in 1779, and thenceforward lived 
in the enjoyment of that high literary society which the character of his mind 
fitted him to enjoy, and in wliich his income fortunately permitted him to in- 
dulge. CaiMjless of money in the highest degree, he delighted in entertaining 
large companies of friends, and often had his house filled to a degree which 
would now he considered intolerable, with permanent guests. 

'I’he only ]»rodiicliun of his later years was a History of the Rebellion of 
1745 ; a transaction of which lie was entitled to say, pars fui. He had pro- 
jected something of the kind soon after tlie event, but did not proceed with it 
till after he had given up dramatic writing. If there was any literary man of 
the day from whom, rather than from any other, a good work upon this subject 
might have been confidently expected, it was Mr Home, who had not only taken 
a strong personal interest in the afiair, but possesssed that generous and chivab 
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roug colour of mind which was most apt to do it justice in narration. Unfor- 
tunately, before setting about thid work, he had met with an accident by a fall 
from his hone, in consequence of which his intellect was permanently aliected. 
As a pensioner of king George III., he was also prevented from giving that fUll 
expression to his sentiments which wns so necessary in the historian of such an 
event. This work, therefore, when it appeared in 1802, was found to be a 
miserable sketchy outline of the transaction, rather than a complete narrative — 
here and there, indeed, as copious as was to be wished, and also showing oo 
(Visional glimpses of the poetical genius of the author, but in general stale, 
fiat, and unprofitable.” The imperfections of the work have been partly ao 
counted for, without contradiction, by the circumstance of its having been sub- 
mitted to the inspection of the reigning family, with the understanding that they 
were at liberty to erase sucli passages as they did not wish to be made public 

Mr Home died on the 5th of September, 1 808, when he was just on the 
point of completing his eighty-sixth year. As a man, he was gentle and ami- 
able, a very warm friend, and incapable of an ungenerous feeling. As a poet, 
he deserves the credit of having written with more fervid feeling, and less of 
sti/fiiess and artificiality, than the other poets of his time ; his genius in this re- 
spect approaching to that of his friend Collins. The present age, however, has, 
by its growing indifiereiice to even his sole successful play, pronounced that his 
reputation on account of that exertion, was in a great inensure the result ol' 
temporary and local circumstances, and that, being ill based, it (vinnot last. 

HOPhj, (Sir) John, latterly earl of llopetouii, a celebrated military com- 
mander, was son to John, second earl of Hopetoun, by his second marriage with 
Jane, daughter of Hobert Olijdiant of iiossie, in the county of Perth. He was 
horn at Hopetoun in the county of Linlithgow, on the L7th of August, 

After finishing his education at home, he travelled on the continent, where lie 
had the advantage of the superintcnden(;e of Dr Gillies, author of the History oi’ 
(irecce, now historiographer to the king. Mr Hope entered the army as a vol- 
unteer at a period so early as his 15th year, and on the 28th of May, 1784, 
received a cornetcy in the 10th regiment of light dragoons. We shall briefly 
note his gradual rise as an offleer until he reached that rank, in which he could 
appropriate opportunities of distinguishing himself. On the 24th of December, 
1785, he was appointed to a lieutenancy in the 100th foot; on the 31st Oc- 
tober, 1789, to a company in the 17tli dragoons; on the 25th of April, 1792, 
to a majority in the 2nd foot; and on the 2Gtli of April, 1793, to a lieutenant- 
colonelcy in the 25th foot. It was the period when the claims of rank began 
to meet with less observance in the British army, and severer duties called for 
the assistance of active and persevering men ; and these had before them a sure 
road to honour. So early os 1794, lieutenant-colonel Hope was appointed to 
the arduous situation of adjutant-general to Sir Balph Abercromby when serving 
in the Leeward islands ; during the three ensuing years he was actively em- 
ployed in the campaigns in the West Indies, where he held the rank of 
brigadier-general ; during this service he is characterized in the despatches of 
the commander-in-chief, ns one who on all occasions most willingly came for- 
ward and exerted iiimself in times of danger, to which he was not called, from 
his situation as adjutant-general.'* 

In the parliament of 1796, Mr Hope was returned as member for Linlithgow- 
shire : as a legislator he has been very little known, and he soon relinquished a 
duty not probably according with his taste and talents. As a deputy adjutant- 
general he attended the expedition to Holland, in August, 1799, having, in the 
interval betwixt his services abroad, performed the duty of a colonelcy in the 
north Lowland feiicibles. In the sharp fighting at the landing at the Helder, 
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ivitli ivliioli the prooeedinjvg of the secret expedition to Holland commenced, 
colonel Hope had the misfortune to be so severely wounded as to render his 
farther attendance on the expedition impracticable. From the effects of his 
wound he recovered during the ensuing October, when he was appointed adju- 
tant-general to the duke of York, lieutensint-colonel Alexander Hope, his 
brother by his father’s third marriage, being appointed his suct^essor as deputy 
adjutant-general. In 1800, colonel Hope joined the expedition to Egypt 
under Sir Ralph Abercromby, who had been his commanding oiilcer at the at- 
tack on the Holder. He still acted as adjutant-general, and on the 13th of 
May he was appointed brigadier-general in the Mediterranean. Were we to 
follow this active officer’s footsteps through the progress of the Egyptian war, we 
should merely repeat what the best pens in Europe have been engaged in dis- 
cussing for thirty years, and what generally is known ; suffice it to say, that he 
was engaged in the actions of 8th and 13tli March, 1801, and that he received 
a wound on the hand at the battle of Alexandria. In June he was able to pro- 
ceed with the army to Cairo, where he lias received credit as an able negotiator, 
for the manner in which he settled the convention for the surrender of that 
place with the French commander, general Belliard. On the llthof May, 
1802, he was promoted to the rank of a major-general. On the 30th of June, 
1805, he was appointed deputy governor of Portsmouth : an office he resigned 
the same year, on being nominated to a command with the troops sent to the 
continent under lord (^athcart. On the 3rd of October, 1 805, he was made 
colonel of the 2nd battalion of the GOth foot, and on the 3rd of January, 1806, 
(‘oloiiel of the 92nd foot. On the 25th of April, 1 808, he was made a lieutenant- 
general.^ 

Lieutenant-general Hope was among the most eminent and persevering par- 
takers ill tliat exterminating war in the I’eninsiila, where, as in the conflicts of 
ancient nations, every thing gained was the price of blood. On the 8th of Au- 
gust he landed witii the British forces in Portugal ; — during the ensuing month 
lie was appointed British commandant at Lisbon ; and on the French gradually 
cvac.ualing the town, in terms of their convention, lie took possession of the cas- 
tle ol Belem on the 10th, and of the citadel on the 12th. The restless spirit 
ol the Portuguese, on the knowledge that the French were to leave the country, 
caused their long-smoiliered indignation to appear in insults, threats, and even 
attempts on the lives of the general offi<;ers ; to depart in safety was the ob- 
ject of the French, and general Hope liad the difficult task of preventing the 
oppressed people from making dangerous displays of public feeling, a duty he 
performed with moderation and energy, and which he was enabled finally to 
complete. 

Sir John Moore divided his forces into two columns, one of which under bis 
own command, marched by Almeida and Ciudad Rodrijro, while the other pro- 
ceeded to the Tagus under the command of general Hope. W hile thus separat- 
ed from his celebrated commander, both experienced the full danger and 
doubt which so amply characterized the disastrous campaign. The few Spanish 
troops who had struck a blow for their country, fleeing tow'ards the Tagus, 
brought to general Hope the traces of the approach of the victorious French! 
His column, consisting of three thousand infantry and nine hundred cavalry, 
were in want and difficulty. The inhospitable country afforded insufficient, sup- 
plies of provision, they were destitute of money, and of many necessary articles 


These dry details of military advancement, which we would willingly spare our readera 
iiecej^iry for the completeness of a biograph>, we huvt cxipied from the Annual 
and Obituary for 1824, a soiiice from which wc derive all the dates in this memoir, 
jiiogiiig It one likely to be depended on. ’ 
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of military store. To enable hi^ troops iti some measure to obtain supplies, he 
separated liis whole column into six divisions, each a day’s march distant from 
the others, and thus passing through an uncultivated country destitute of roads, 
whose few intiabitants could give no assistance and could not be trusted, and 
harassed by the neighbourhood of a powerful enemy, he had to drag his artil- 
lery and a large park of ammunition to join the conunander-in-chief, whose 
safety depended on his speedy approach. At Almaraz he endeavoured to dis- 
cover some path which luiglit guide him through the hills to Ciudad Kodrigo, 
but not finding one easily accessible, the jaded state of his few remaining 
horses compelled him to relinquish the attempt to ci*oss these regions. On 
reaching Talavera, to the other evils with which he had to contend was added 
the folly or perfidy of the Spanish functionaries : the secretary at war recom- 
mended to him a method of passing through 31adrid, which on consideration he 
found would have been the most likely of all methods to throw him into the 
hands of the French army, llesolving to make a last edbrt to obtain assistance 
from the nation for which the Tlritish troops were wasting their blood, he proceeded 
in person to Madrid ; but tlie uncontrolled confusion of the Spanish government 
threw additional clouds on his prospects, and he found tliat the safety of his men 
must depend on tlieir own ellbrts. Avoiding the path so heedlessly proposed, 
he passed Naval Carnero, and reached Escurial, where he halted to bring up 
his rear, and to obtain bullocks for dragging liis artillery and ammunition. 
Having crossed the mountains on the sixth day after leaving JMadrid, his situa- 
tion became more melancholy, and he fell into deeper difliculties. He received 
the intelligence of additional disasters among the Spaniards ; and his scouts 
traced the vicinity of parties of the enemy. “The general’s situation,” says 
colonel Napier in his History of the I’eiiinsular War, ‘‘ was now truly embar- 
rassing. If he fell back to the (iuadarama, the army at Salaniam^a would be 
without aininuiiition or artillery. If he advanced, it must be by a dank march 
of three days, with a heavy convoy, over a Hat country, and within a few hour’s 
march of a very superior mvalry. If he dtdayed where he was, even for a few 
hours, the French on tbe side of Segovia might get between him and the pass 
of (juadnrama, and then, attacked in front, Hank, and rear, he would bo re- 
<luced to the shameful necessity of abandoning his convoy and guns, to save his 
men in the mountains of Avila. A man of less intrepidity and calmness would 
liave been ruined; but Hope, as enterprising as he was prudent, without any 
hesitation ordered the cavalry to throw out parties cautiously towards the French, 
and to maintain a confident front if the latter approached ; then moving the in- 
fantry and guns from Villacnstin, and the convoy from Espinosa, by cross roads 
to Avila, he continued his march day and night until they readied Feneranda : 
the cavalry covering this movement closed gradually to the left, and finally oc- 
cupied Fontiveros on the 2nd of December.” Not without additional dangers from 
the vicinity of the enemy, to the number of ten thousand infantry, and two 
thousand cavalry, with forty guns, he at length reached Salamanca, and joined 
the commander-in-chief. He partook in the measures which the army thus re- 
cruited endeavoured to pursue, as a last effort of active hostility, passing ivith 
his division the Douro at Tordesillas, and directing his march upon Viliepando. 
In the memorable retreat which followed these proceedings, he had a laborious 
and perilous duty to perform. He commanded the left wing at the battle of 
Corunna; — of his share in an event so frequently and minutely recorded it is 
scarcely necessary to give a detailed account After the death of the commander- 
in-chief, and the wound which comjielled Sir David llaird to retire from the 
field, general Hope was left with the honour and responsibility of the supreme 

* Vol. i. p. 4^17. 
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command, and in the language of the despatches, to his ** abilities and exer- 
tions, in the direction of the ardent zeal and unconquerable valour of his majes- 
ty’s troops, is to be attributed, under providence, the success of the day, which 
terminated in the complete and entire repulse and defeat of the enemy.” 

It was the immediate decision of Sir John Hope, not to follow up a victory 
over so powerful an enemy, but taking advantage of the confusion of the French, 
to proceed with the original design of embarking the troops, a measure per- 
formed with true military alacrity and good order, not without the strenuous 
exertions of the general, who, after the fatigues of the day, personally searched 
till a late hour the purlieus of' the town, to prevent stragglers from falling into 
the hands of the enemy. General Hope wrote to Sir David Baird a sucdnct and 
clear account of the battle, in which his own name seldom occurs. As exhibiting 
the subdued opinion he expressed of the advantage gained, and as what is 
very probably a specimen of his style of composition, we quote the following 
passage from this excellent document : ** Circumstances forbid us to indulge 
the hope, that the victory with which it has pleased Providence to crown the 
efforts of the army, can be attended with any very brilliant consequences to 
Great Britain. It is clouded by the loss of one of her best soldiers. It 
has been achieved at the termination of a long and harassing service. The 
superior numbers and advantageous position of the enemy, not less than the 
actual situation of this army, did not admit of any advantage being reaped from 
success. It must be, however, to you, to the army, and to our country, the 
sweetest reflection that the lustre of the British arms has been maintained, 
amidst many disadvantageous circumstances. The army which had entered 
Spain amidst the fairest prospects, liad no sooner completed its junction, than, 
owing to the multiplied disasters that dispersed the native armies around us, it 
was left to its own resources. The advance of the British corps from Douro 
afforded the best hope that the south of Spain might be relieved, but this gener- 
ous edbrt to save the unfortunate people, also afforded the enemy the oppor- 
tunity of directing every effort of his numerous troops, and concentrating all his 
principal resources, for the destruction of the only regular force in the north 
of Spain.” 

The thanks of his country crowded thickly on general Hope, after the arrival 
of l;he despatches in England ; a vote of thanks to him and to the officers under 
his command was unanimously passed in the House of Lords, on the motion of 
the earl of Liverpool ; in 'the House gf Commons, on that of lord Castlereagh. 
As a reward for his services, his brother (the earl of Hopetoun) was created a 
baron of the united kingdom, by the title of baron Hopetoun of Hopetoun in 
the county of Linlithgow, and himself received the order of the bath, in which 
he was installed two years afterwards, along with twenty-two other knights. 
Soon after his return to Britain, Sir John was appointed to superintend the 
military department of the unsatisfactory expedition to the Scheldt. It was the 
intention of the planners of the expedition, that by landing on the north side 
of South Beveland, and taking possession of the island. Sir John might incom- 
mode the French fleet while it remained near Flushing, and render its retreat 
more difficult, while it might be subject to the attacks of the British ships. Sir 
John’s division landed near Ter-Goes, took possession of the important post of 
Baltz, and removed all impediments to the progress of the British vessels in the 
West Scheldt. For nine days Sir John occupied his post, waiting impatiently 
for the concerted arrival of the gun-boats ' under the command of Sir Home 
Popham, harassed by frequent attacks from the enemy, in one of whidi they 
brought down about twenty-eight gun-vessels, and kept up a cannonade for 
several hours, but were, after much exertion on the part of the general, com- 

vir « 
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pelled to retreat. The termination and edect of the expedition are well known, 
and need not be here repeated. At the termination of the expedition Sir John 
Hope was appointed commander-in-chief of the forces in Ireland, but he soon 
left this iinpleasing sphere of duty, to return in 1813, to the scene of his former 
exertions in the Peninsula. At the battle of Nivelle he commanded the left 
wing, and driving in the enemy's out-posts in front of their entrenchments on 
the Lower Nivelle, carried the redoubt above Orogue, and established himself on 
the heights immediately opjiosite Sibour, in readiness to take .advantage of any 
moveinciit made by the enemy’s right On the 10th of December, nearly the 
whole army of the enemy left their entrent^hments, and having drawn in the 
piquets, adi'anced upon Sir John Hope s posts on the high road from Bayonne 
to St Jean de Luz. At the fiist onset. Sir John took 500 prisoners, and repulsed 
the enemy, while he received in the course of the action a severe contusion on 
the head. The same movement w'as repeated by the enemy, and they were in a 
similar iiKDiiier rc])iilscd. The conduct of Sir John on this occasion has received 
the approbation of military men, as being cool, judicious, and soldierly ; and he 
received the praises of the duke of Wellington in his despatches. 

Ill this campaign, which began on the frontiers of Portugal, the enemy’s line 
of defence on the Bouro had been turned, and after defeat at Vittoria, Soult 
had been repulsed in his efforts to relieve St Sebastian and Pamplona, and the 
army of Prance had retreated behind the Pyrenees. After the fall of the latter 
place, the army entered France, after many harassing operations, in which the 
progress ^of the allies was stoutly impeded by the indomitable Soult. In the 
middle of February, 1814, the jiassage of the Adour was accomplished. While 
the main body of the army under the duke of Wellington, prosecuted the cam- 
paign in other quarters, Sir John Hope was left with a division to invest the 
citadel and town of llayonne on both banks of the river. Soon after these 
operations <;ommenccd, Sir John received information from two deserters, that 
the garrison w'as under arms, and prepared for a sortie before day-light next 
morning. By means of a feint attack at the moment they were so expected, 
and by the silent and stealthy movements of sonic of their men through the 
rough ground, many of the ccntiiiels were killed, and several lines of piquets 
broken. The nature of the spot, with a hollow way, steep banks, and inter- 
cepting walls, deprived those so attacked of the power of retreating, and the 
whole vicinity was a series of scattered battles, fought hand to hand, with deadly 
bitterness. The chief defence of the besiegers lay in the fortified convent of 
St Bernard, and in some buildings in the village of St Etienne ; to the latter 
post Sir John Hope proceeded with his staff, at the commencement of the attack. 
Through one of the inequalities of the ground already mentioned, which formed 
a sort of hollow way, Sir John expected to find the nearest path to the village. 
When almost too late, he discovered that the banks had concealed from him the 
situation of the enemy, whose line he was just approaching, and gave orders to 
retreat; before, however, being extrioted from the hollow way, the enemy 
approached within twelve yards’ distance, and began firing : Sir John Hope’s 
horse received three balls, and falling, entangled its rider. While the staff 
attempted to extricate him, the close firing of the enemy continued, and several 
British officers were wounded, among whom was Sir John himself, and the 
French soldiers pouring in, made them all prisoners. The French with diffi- 
culty extricated him from the fallen horse, and while they were conveying him 
to the citadel, he was severely wounded in the foot by a ball supposed to have 
come from the British piquets. From the effects of this encounter he suffered 
for a considerable peri^. 

On the 3rd of May, Sir John was created a British peer by the title of baron 
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Niddry of Niddry, county of Linlithgow. He declined being a partaker in the 
pecuniary grant, which, on the 9th of June ensuing, was moved by the chan* 
cellor of tlie exchequer, as a reward for the services of him and other distin- 
guished generals. On the death of his brother by his father’s prior marriage, 
he succeeded to the family title of earl of Hopetoun, and in August, 1819, he 
attained to the rank of general. He died at Paris, on the 27th August, 1823, 
in the 58th year of his age. From the Edinburgh Annual Register for 1823, 
we extract a character of this excellent and able man, which, if it have a small 
degree too much of the beau ideal in its composition, seems to be better fitted to 
the person to whom it is applied, than it might be to many equally celebrated. 

As the friend and companion of Moore,” says this chronicle, ** and as 
acting under Wellington in the Pyrenean campaign, he had rendered himself 
conspicuous. But it was when, by succession to the earldom, ho became the 
head of one of the most ancient houses in Scotland, and the possessor of one of 
its most extensive properties, that his character shone in its fullest lustre. He 
exhibited then a model, as perfect seemingly ns human nature could admit, of 
tlie manner in which this eminent and useful station ought to be filled. An open 
and magnificent hospitality, suited to his plac^ and rank, without extravagance 
or idle parade, a full and public tribute to the obligations of religion and 
private morality, without ostentation or austerity; a warm interest in the 
improvement and welfare of those extensive districts with which his possessions 
brought him into contact — a kind and generous concern in the welfare of the 
humblest of his dependents, — these qualities made him beloved and respected in 
an extraordinary degree, and will cause him to be long remembered.”' 

HOPE, (Sir) Thomas, an eminent lawyer and statesman of the fifteenth ceiu 
tury, and the founder of a family distinguished for its public services, was the 
son of Henry Hope, a considerable Scottish merchant, whose grandfather, John 
de Hope, was one of the gentlemen attending Magdalene de Valois, first consort 
of James V., at her coming into this country in 1537. 

Henry Hope, a younger brother of the subject of this memoir, follouing the 
profession of his father, was the progenitor of the great and opulent branch of 
the Hopes of Amsterdam; a house, for extent of 'commerce and solidity of 
credit, long considered superior, without exception, to any private mercantile 
company in the world. 

Thomas Hope, after having distinguished himself at school in no small degree, 
entered upon the study of the law, and made so rapid a progress in juridical 
knowledge, that he was at a very early age culled to the bar. However, like 
the generidity of young lawyers, he enjoyed at first a very limited practice ; in 
IfiOG, he burst at once upon the world on the following occasion. 

Six ministers of the church of Scotland having thought proper to deny that 
the king and his council possessed any authority in ecclesiastical afiairs, were on 
that account imprisoned for some months in Blackness castle, indicted for high 
treason, and on the 1 0th of January, 1606, put upon trial at Linlithgow, before 
a jury consisting chiefly of landed gentlemen of the three liOthians. As it was 
carefully promulgated that the king and court had openly expressed the highest 
displeasure against the ministers, and had declared that they would show no fiivour 

* The esteem and afiection in which the earl was held in the scenes of private life, and in 
his c^racter as a landlord, has, since his death, been testified in a remarkable maiiiicr by the 
erection of no fewer than tliree monuments to his memory, on tlio tops of as many hills^oiie 
in Fife, on the mount of Sir David Lindsay, another in Linlithgowshire, near Hopetoun 

House, and the tliird in the neighbourhood of Haddington. It is also intended to erect an 
equestrian statue of his lordship in some conspicuous part of tlie New Town of Edinburgh. 
A correct and masterly engraving of Lord Hopetoun, representing him standing beside his 
horse, has been published. 
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to any person that should appear in their behalf, none of the great lawyers chose 
to undertake their cause ; even Sir Thomas Craig, although^ ho wm procurator 
for the church, refused to be concerned in this affair, and Sir William Oliphant, 
who had at first promised to plead for them, sent word, the day before, that he 
must decline appearing. The ministers, thus abandoned, applied to Mr Hope, 
who, pitying their case, with the greatest cheerfulness and resolution undertook 
their defence ; and, notwithstanding the reiterated endeavours of the court to 
perplex and browbeat him, contradicted it in so skilful and masterly a manner, 
that ho made a deep impression on the jury. However, by an unlawful tamper- 
ing with tile jurors (some of the lords of council having procured admittance^ to 
them after they were locked up,) and assurance that no harm was intended against 
the persons or goods of the accused, nine of the fifteen jurymen were induced to 
bring in a verdict of guilty, and the ministers were sentenced to banishment forth 
of the kingdom, which was accordingly executed. 

By the commendable intrepidity, knowledge of the law, and singular abilities, 
manifested by Mr Hope at this important trial, he became so greatly the favour- 
ite of the presbyterians, ‘that they never afterwards undertook any important 
business without consulting him ; and he was retained in almost every cause 
brought by that party into the courts of justice, so that he instantly came into 
the first practice of any lawyer at that period. By this, in a few years he 
acquired one of the most considerable fortunes ever made at the Scottish bar ; 
which enabled him to purchase, between 1G13 and 1G42, the lands of Grantoun, 
Edmonstoun, and Cauldcolts in Mid Lothian, Prestongrange in East Lothian, 
Kerse in Stirlingshire, Mertoun in the Merse, Kinninmonth, Arnydie, Craighall, 
Geres, Hiltarvet, and others in Fife. 

It w'as the policy of king Charles I. to bestow honours and emoluments upon 
those who had most power to obstruct his designs, and hence, in 1G2G, the great 
presbyterlan barrister was made king’s advocate, with permission,^ revived in 
his favour, to sit in the bar, and be privy to the hearing and detennining of all 
causes, except those in which he was retained by any of tlie parties. He was 
also in 1C28 created a baronet of Nova Scotia. If the king expected by these 
means to gain him over from the presbyterians, he was grievously disappointed, 
for although Sir Thomas discharged the duties of his high office with attention 
and propriety, his gratitude, principles, and inclination, were all too powerfully 
engaged to his first friends and benefactors to admit of his deserting them : it 
was, on the contrary, with pleasure that he beheld that party increasing every 
day in numbers and consequence. It would draw out this account to too great a 
length, to enumerate all the various steps taken by them in pursuance of his 
advice ; it is enough to say that he acted as their confidant throughout the whole 
affair of the resistance of the Liturgy in 1637, and that he ivas intimately con- 
cerned in framing the bond of resistance, entitled the Nationid Covenant, which 
was subscribed by nearly the whole population of Scotland in^ the succeeding 
year. The king, with fatal weakness, nevertheless retained him in an office, 
which, of all others in the state, implied and required a hearty serviceof the royal 
cause. In 1643, when a parliament was required to meet in order to settle tlie 
Solemn League and Covenant with the English parliament. Sir Thomas, to get over 
the dilemma of illegality which must have characterized such meeting, as it 
could not legally take place till the next year, recommended a convention of 
estates upon the precedent of some such transaction in the reign of Janies V. ; 
and thus was achieved a measure which, more than any other, perhaps, was fatal 
to the royal cause : the army voted in this irre^lar meeting being of groat avail 
in the decisive battle of Longiiiarston-inoor, which was fought soon after. 

Charles, nevertheless, still persisting in his unfortunate policy, appointed Sir 
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Thomas Hope to be liis commissioner to the General Assembly, which met in 
August, 1643 ; an honour never before or since bestowed upon a commoner. 
The royalists were so inii^h incensed at the appointment of an enemy instead of 
a friend, that they very generally absented themselves from the assembly, and 
the held was therefore left in a great measure clear to the covenanters, who 
carried all before them. As the sanction of this body was necessary to the 
transaction above alluded to, the credit of the whole, direct or indirect, lies with 
Sir Thomas Hope. 

In 1645, Sir Thomas Hope was appointed one of the commissioners for 
managing the exchequer, but did not long enjoy that office, dying the next 
year, 1646. He had the singular happiness of seeing, before bis death, two of 
his sons seated on the bench while he was lord advocate ; and it being judged 
by the Court of Session unbecoming that a father should plead uncovered before 
his children, the privilege of wearing his hat, while pleading, was granted to 
him. This privilege his succ^essors in the office of king’s advocate have ever since 
enjoyed, though it is now in danger of being lost through desuetude. 

Tlie professional excellencies of Sir Thomas Hope are thus discriminated by 
Sir George Alackenzie, in his Characteres AdvoccUorum. “ llopius mira inven- 
tjone pollebat, totque illl fundebat argumenta ut anipliiicatione tenipus deesset ; 
non ornabat, sed argucbat, modo unifornii, sed sibi proprio. Nam cum argiimen- 
tum vel exceptionem protiilisset, rationem addebat ; et ubi diibia videbatiir, 
ralionis rationem. Ita rhetorit^a non illi defuit, sed inutilis apparuit” 

The following are the written or published works of Sir Thomas Hope. — I, 
Carmen Seculare in serenissinum Caroluin I. Britanniariim JVIonarcham, 
Edin. 1626. — 2, Psalini Davidis ct Canticum Solomonis Latino carmine reddi* 
turn, 31S. — 3, Major Praciicks. — 4, Minor Practicks, (a very well known work), 
— 5, Paratitillo in uiiivcrso Juris Corpore. — and 6, A Genealogie of the Earls 
of Mar, MS. 

In Wood’s Ancient and Modern account of the Parinh of Cramond^ from 
which the above facts are chiefly taken, is given a very perfect account of the 
numerous desf^endants of Sir 'I'hoinas Hope, including the noble race of Hope- 
toun, and many other races distinguished in the two past centuries, by official 
eminence and public service. 

UOKNEH, Francis, whose virtues, talents, and eloquence, raised him to an 
eminent rank in public life, while yet a young man, was born at Edinburgh on 
the 12th of August, 1778. His father, a native of England, but at that time an 
eminent linen merchant in Edinburgh, took delight in cultivating the excellent 
talents which his son early displayed, and doubtless contributed much to the 
formation of those intellectual habits, and sound and liberal principles, which 
marked the boy as well as the full-grown man. Francis was sent to the High school, 
where ho soon became a favourite with the late Dr Adam, who then presided over 
that eminent seminary as rector, and who was accustomed to say of his distinguished 
pupil, that ** Francis Horner was the only boy he ever knew who had an old 
head upon young shoulders.” Nor was this remark dictated by undue partiality, 
although some of the most eminent men of the present day were among young 
Horner’s class-fellows ; for he was never known to join in the fleld-sports or 
recreations of any of the boys, and he kept the rank of dux at school by his 
own industry and talents alone, having no private tutor to direct his studies. 
Francis indeed needed no adventitious aid ; but it has been thought by some of 
his medical friends that these early propensities to retirement and constant study 
contributed to sow the seeds of that pulmonary disease which assailed his youth, 
and finally led to an untimely grave. 

When rem^d to the univenity he enjoyed the instructions of several eminent 
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professors, and, in particular, attracted the notice of Dugald Stewart : but the 
theatre, perhaps, which tended more than any other to unfold his talents and 
views was the Speculative Society, an institution for improvement in public 
speaking, and in science in general, without peculiar reference to any of the 
learned professions, the members of which met weekly during the sitting of the 
college. There are few associations of this kind which have numbered so many 
young men of splendid talents on their roll of members. Lord Henry Petty, 
the second son of the first marquis of Lansdown, and Messrs Brougham and 
Jeffrey were amongst Mr Horner’s associates in the arena of debate, and con- 
tributed by their mutual influence on each other’s minds to invigorate and 
sharpen those intellectual powera which were afterwards to raise them to stations 
of the highest eminence and widest influence in society. Mr Horner first 
directed his attention to the Scottish bar, but like his two lastrmentioned friends 
with very limited suc(*.es8. The attainment of sufficient practice before the 
Scottish court can only be the result of undismayed perseverance and great 
industry ; real talent will ultimately reach its object there, but the necessary 
probation is apt to dishearten conscious merit. There was something also in the 
political character of the times inauspicious to young men of independent priii> 
ciples, who sought to make their way without friends or interest by dint of talent 
alone ; the aristocracy possessed overwhelming influence, and a considerable 
amount of prejudi(‘.e existed in the midst of the commonalty against the first 
manifestations of that more liberal spirit which now began to sIioav itself in 
various quarters, and more especially cliarncterized the debates of the Spoi'ulative 
Society. The intervention of a jury was also unknown in civil causes, and thus 
the principal field for forensic eloquence was denied to the youthful aspirant. 
These considerations appear to have so far weighed with Mr Horner as to induce 
him, though already admitted a member of faculty, to direct his attenlioii to llie^ 
English bar; and with this view he left his associates, now busily engaged with 
the early numbers of the Edinburgh lieview, and repaired to London, where he 
commenced the study of English jurisprudence. 

In the meantime his friend lord H. Petty, after having taken his degree at 
Cambridge, and visited the continent, returned to England, and was immediately 
elected one of the two representatives of Caine. In the new iiarliaiiient 
just then convoked, this young nobleman soon began to be considered a very 
able and formidable ally of the opposition ; and upon the final success of Mr 
Fox’s party, lord Henry Petty found himself, at the very early age of twenty- 
one, chancellor of the exchequer, a member of the privy council, and M. P. 
for the university of Cambridge. In this cormnaiidiiig situation he strongly 
recommended his young Scottish friend to tlie notice of his coadjutor, as a gen- 
tleman whose principles, character, and talents eminently fitted him for supporting 
the new ministry. Mr Horner was accordingly brought into parliament for iho 
borough of St Ives in 1S06. By the dismission of the Eoxo-Crenville admin- 
istration, Mr Horner was for a time deprived of his parliamentary seat ; but the 
talents and integrity which he had exhibited while in office, pointed him out to 
the friends of liberal principles as an ally too important to be consigned to 
oblivion. Accordingly, on the retirement of viscount Mahon from the represen- 
tation of Weudover, Mr Horner was immediately nominated for that place, and 
soon afbi^wards was appointed one of the commissioners fur investigating the 
claims on the late Nabob of Arcot, whose debts had been guaranteed by the East 
India Company, — an office of considerable emolunient but proportionate labour. 
This situation, however, he afterwards resigned, though receiving little or no 
emolument from professional business, which indeed he did not aim at acquiring. 
Once established, however, in |>arliament, Mr Horner continued gpidually to ac- 
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quire the confidence of the house, and that hold upon public opinion, urithout 
which no member of the British senate mn be an efficient statesman. His 
speeches were little remarkable for ornament, or in a high degree for what is 
generally called eloquence ; but he brought to the examination of every subject 
the power of a clear and matured understanding ; and as he made it a point 
never to address the house upon any subject of which he had not made himself 
fully master, he never failed to command attention and respect The excellence 
of the speaker consisted in accurate reasoning, logical airangement of the facts, 
and clear and forcible illustration. 

On the 1 st of February, 1810, Mr Horner entered upon that part of his parlia- 
mentary career in which he reaped his most brilliant reputation. The extraor- 
dinary depreciation of the paper-currency, and the unfavourable stale of the 
exchanges for the last two yeaw had attracted the attention of the best econo- 
mists of the day, and engaged Messrs Miishct, Ricardo, and Huskisson, and 
many others, in the investigation of the general princ;iples of circulation, and of 
the various results which are occasioned in diflerent countries by the variations 
in their respective c.urrencios. This was a subject upon which Mr Horner felt 
himself at full liberty to enter. He had early turned his attention to economi- 
cal subjects, and had given the result of his inquiries to the public in various 
articles whirk he contributed to the Edinburgh Review, which had attracted very 
considerable notice from their first appearance. Accordingly, pursuant to notice, 
be moved for a variety of accounts and returns, and during the spring of that 
year, called the attention of the house at different times to the important subject 
of the circulating medium and bullion trade. At the same time that Mr Horner 
was establishing his reputation as an economist, ho neglected not the other duties 
of a statesman. On tlie 1 0th of May, 1810, when Alderman Combe made a 
motion censuring the ministers for obstructing the address of the Livery of 
London to liis majesty in person, wo find Mr Horner supporting it in the fol- 
lowing constitutional terms: He considered it as a question of vital importance, 
respecting which ministei'S had attempted to defend themselves by drawing the veil 
from the infirmities of their sovereign. It was the riglit of the Livery of London, as 
it was of other subjects, to have access to his majesty’s person in the worst times, — 
even in those of Charles 11. these had not been refused. The most corrupt min- 
isters indeed, liad no idea it would ever be refused. How complete would have 
been tlieir triumph if they had discovered the practiise which of late had pre- 
vailed ! The obstruction of petitions was a subversion of the fundamental law 
of the land.” Towards the conclusion of the same session, the house marked 
its sense of Mr Homer’s superior information by placing his name at the head 
of the bullion <;ommlttee.” Mr Horner presided for some time as chairman 
of that committee during the examination of the evidence, and drew up the first 
part of the report ; the second was penned by 31r Huskisson ; and the third by 
Mr Henry Thornton. They reported * ** that there was an excess in the paper 
circulation, of which the most unequivocal symptoms were the high price of 
bullion,^ and next to that the low state of the continental exchange that the 
cause of this excess was to be found in the suspension of cash-payments, there 
being no adequate provision against such an excess, except in the convertibility 
of paper into specie ; and that the unfavourable state of the exchange originated 
in the same cause, and was farther increased by the anti-commercial measures of 
the enemy.” They added that they could see no sufficient remedy for the 
present, or security for the future, except the repeal of the law suspending the 

* Gold hod attained a maximum of 151 per cent, above the mint price. 

* The exchanges on Hamburg and Amsterdam had been depressed towards the latter end 
of 1809, from 16 to 20 per cent, below par-, while the exchange on Paris was still lower. 
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cash payments of the bank ; this, they thought, could not be safely done at an 
earlier period than two years from the time of their report ; but they recom- 
mended that early provision should be made by parliament for this purpose.’* 
This report excited much discussion both within and without the walls of the 
house. The press swarmed with pamphlets on the present state of the currency, 
and the remedies proposed ; — the journals teemed with dissertations on the same 
subject ; — the comparative merits of a metallic and a paper currency formed the 
topic of discussion in every company ; — ministers opposed the committee’s pro- 
position ; — and finally, Mr Vansittart, at the head of the anti-bullionists or 
practical men^ as they called themselves, got a series of counter-resolutions piissed 
after four nights’ keen discussion, in which the speeches of Mr Horner and seve- 
ral other members extended to three hours’ length. 

Although defeated in their struggle, the appearance which Mr Horner made 
in it, was so highly respectable as to deepen the impression which his talents 
and knowledge had already made on the house ; and from this period he appears 
to have exercised very considerable influence with all parties. Indeed, the 
urbanity of his manners, and the moderation with which he pressed his own 
views, were such as secured for him the respect, at least, of those from ^vhom he 
differed in opinion ; and while steadily and consistently supporting the party to 
which he belonged, he displayed a spirit of tolerance towards his opponents 
which totally subdued any thing like personal animosity on their part His 
efforts were then often more successful than those of more gifted men, who, with 
greater talents, have nevertheless greater prejudice, frequently amounting to 
personal dislike, to struggle against It has been supposed that had Mr Horner 
been in parliament after the death of Mr Ponsonby, he would have become the 
leader of the opposition. But for an honour so groat as this, providence had 
not destined him. Constant application to business and the increasing weight 
and multiplicity of his engagements, at last overpowered a constitution which 
never was very strong. Indications of pulmonary consumption soon appeared, 
and immediate removal to a warmer climate was deemed necessary by his physi- 
cians. Crossing, therefore, to the continent, he passed through France and 
entered Italy ; but the seeds of mortal disease had begun to spring before he 
took farewell of his own country, and he expired at Pisa, on the 8ih of Febru- 
ary, 1817, in the 38th year of his age. His remains were interred in the Pro- 
testant burying-ground at Leghorn, which also contains the ashes of Smollett. 

On the occasion of a new writ being moved for the borough of St Mawes, 
which Mr Horner had represented, the character of the deceased member was 
elegantly sketched by lord Morpeth, and eloquent and affecting tributes of respect 
paid to his memory by several of the most distinguished members of the house. 

A contemporary, who was acquainted with Mr Horner, both at school and at 
the university, thus expresses his opinion of him : ‘‘ The characteristics of Mr 
Horner’s mind, if 1 apprehend them rightly, were clearness of perception, 
calmness of judgment, and patience of investigation : producing as their conse- 
quences, firmness of conduct and independence of principles. Carrying these 
qualities into public life, he evinced greater moderation and forbearance than 
are often found in the narrow and comparatively unambitious strifes of a less 
extended scene. He entered parliament at rather an early age, and soon 
became not only a useful and conspicuous man of business, but drew more 
respect to his personal character, and was regarded by both orders of the House 
of Commons with greater confidence and interest, than any young member had 
attracted, perhaps, since the early days of Mr Pitt This will appear higher 
praise when it is added, with truth, that no man coming into that house under 
the patronage of a whig nobleman could have acted with greater liberality 
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towards extended ideas of popular right, — with more fniirness and fiminess to 
the persons of his opponents, — or with more n]»parent latitude of individual 
judgment, on some of the most trying occasions, in all those scenes that have 
oGCuri-ed in our recent parliamentary history. As a public speaker, he was not 
remarkable for the popular graces and attractions. If elu(|uciice consists in 
rousing the passions by strong metaphors, — in awakening the sympathies by 
studied allusions, — or in arresting attention by the sallies of a mind rich in 
peculiar associations, Mr Horner was not eloquent. But if eloquence bo the art 
of persuading by accurate reasoning, and a right adjustment of all the parts of 
a discourse, by the powers of a tact which is rather intellectually right than prac- 
tically fine, Mr Horner was eloquent. He spoke with the steady calmness of 
one who saw his way on principle, while he felt it simply and immediately, 
through sobriety of judgment and gor»d conduct ; and never seemed to be more 
excited by his subject, or more carried away in the vehemence of debate, than 
to make such exertions ns left one uniform impression on tiie minds of his 
iieareix that he spoke from an honest internal conviction and from a refil desire 
to be useful. In privtalo life, he was distinguisbed by an impressive gravencss 
which would have appeared heavy, had it not been observed in permanent con- 
jiiiictioii with an easy steadiness of conversation, and a simplicity of manners very 
far from any thing cold, affected, or inelegant. His sense of honour was hi<*h 
and decided. His taste for literature, like his taste for conduct, was correct. 
As Ills acts of friendship or of duty were done without enc>rt or finesse, so ditl 
he enjoy with quietness and relish those tender and deeply felt domestic/ atlec- 
tioiis which can sweeten or even adorn almost any condition of life. He was 
not fitted to win popularity, but his habitual moderation, — his unaflected respect 
for every thing respectable that was opposed to him,~aiid tlie successful pains 
which he took to inform himself well on the grounds and nature of every busi- 
ness in which he bore a part, gained him an influence more valuable to a man of 
judgment, than popularity.” 

Mr Horner sat to the celebrated Baebiirn for liis picture stmio years boforo 
his deiiiisu. The painter has produc/od a faithful likeness, but no engraving of 
it tins yet been executed. 

eminent antiquary, historian, and divine, was born at 
1 inkie House in Mid-Lothian, in the year l(i85. His parents were lOnglisli 
non-c/onforniists, who are supposed to have fled iiiU» Scotland on account of the 
persecution in the reign of (fliarles II. How it happened that they resided at 
1 inkie House) then the property of the earl of Dunferndine, as succ/essor to the 
estates of the abbey of Hunfermline, is not known. It is clearly ascertained that 
his progenitors belonged to Northumberland, and were of no mean standing. His 
parents returned to Northumberland immediately after the Kevolution, and it is 
understood that the subject of this notice received the initiatory part of his edu- 
cation at the Newcastle giaiiiraar school. He was thereafter sent to pursue his 
academical studies at Edinburgh ; and it would appear, that at a very early age, 
“ book of the college, he was admitted master of arts 

in 1701, being tlieii just sixteen years of age. After finishing his theological 
course, he returned to England, and preached for several years merely as a 
icentiate; but in 1721, he was ordained minister of a congregation of Protestant 
luenters at ]\lorpeth. His mind, however, was directed to other pursuits be- 
sides his profession, and his great attainments in geology, mathematics, and most 
of the other abstrae sciences, of whicJi he gave unquestionable proofs, would 
probably have gained him a wider and more permanent fame in the present day, 
tlian at a time when their principles were in general little understood, 
and less attended to. In 1722, he invented a simple and ingenious modi* of 
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determining the ayenige quantity of rain wliich fell, by means of a funnel, tlie 
wider cylinder of which was thirty inches in diameter, and terminated in a 
pipe three inches in diameter, and ten in length ; the latter being graduated in 
inches and tenths. Ten measures of the pipe being equal to one inch of the 
cylinder, one measure to one-tenth of an inch, one inch of the measure to 
one-hundred, and one-tenth to one-thousand part, — the depth of any parti- 
cular quantity of rain which fell might be set down in decimals with ease and 
exactness ; and the whole, at the end of each month or year, summed up 
without any trouble. Shortly after, and probably in consequence of this inven- 
tion, he was elected a fellow of the Royal Society, and commenced giving public 
lectures on hydrostatics, mcclianics, and v«arlous branches of natural philosophy, 
at Morpeth, Alnwick, and Newcastle. His valuable apparatus for illustrating and 
explaining his lectures, after passing through various liands after his death, were, 
in 1S:;21, deposited in the library belonging to the dissenters in Red Cross 
Street, London, being bequeathed to the public by Dr Daniel Williams. 13y manu- 
scripts afterwards found among Mr Horsley's papers, it appears that about the 
year 1728, he conceived the idea of writing a history of Northumberland, and 
from the extensive design of the work which he had sketched out, embracing its 
antiquities, traditions, geological structure, and his ability for the task, it is 
much to be regretted that he did not live to complete it A map of the same 
county, commenced by him, was afterwards (tomplefed by Mark, the sur- 
veyor employed by him, and published at Edinburgh in 1753. Mr Horsley 
also published a small book on experimental philosophy, in connexion with the 
course of lectures above noticed. His great work, however, by which bis name 
will most probably be transmitted to posterity, and to which he dedicated the 
gre<ater iiart of his short but busy career, is his ** Britannia Romatm,” or the 
Roman ntfairs of Britain, in three hooks. This work is in folio, and consists of 
live hundred and twenty pages, with plates exhibiting maps of the Roman posi- 
tions, copies of ancient coins, sculptures, inscriptions, &^c. It is dedicated to 8ir 
Richard Xi^llys, Bart., contains a lengthy preface, a chronological table of occur- 
rences during the Roman domination, a copious index of the Roman names of 
people and places in Uritnin, It was printed at London for John Os- 

borne and Thomas Longman, &'c., in 17J2 ; but Mr Horsley lived not to see 
the fate of a work wliicli bad unc,easingly engrossed his time, ilioiiglits, and 
means for several years. His death took place at Morpeth, on the 1 5th .lanu- 
ary, 1732, exactly thirteen d.ay8 after the date of his dedication to Sir Richard 
Ellys, and while yet in his 4(itii year. The enthusiastic ardour with which he 
devoted himself to this w^ork, may he gleaned from the following passage in the 
preface : — It is now four years silica 1 was prevailed with to complete this 
work, for which time 1 have pursued it with the greatest care and application. 
Several thousand miles were travelled to visit ancient monuments, and re-ex- 
amine them where there was any doubt or difficulty.'’ He also went to London 
to superintend the progress of his work tlirough the press, and engaged in an 
extensive correspondence on the subject with many of the most learned writers 
and antiquaries of Hie iay. The “ Britannia” is now a very rare work, and it 
would appear that the plates engraved for it are entirely lost. Mr Horsley was 
married early in life to a daughter of a professor Hamilton, who, according to 
Wood, in his Ancient and Modem State of Cramond, was at one time minister 
of that parish. By her he had two daughters, one of whom was married to a 
Mr Randall, clerk in the Old South Sea House, London ; the other to Samuel 
Halliday, esq., an eminent surgeon at Newcastle. From a passage in his manu- 
script history of Norchumberland, it would also appear that he had a son, but we 
find no other mention made of him, either in his own writings or elsewhere. 
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The greater part of Mr Horsley’s various unfinished works^ correspondence, and 
other manuscripts, fell after his death into the hands of the late John Cay, Es<}. 
of Edinburgh, great-grandson of Mr Robert Cay, an eminent printer and publisher 
at Newcastle, to whose judgment in the compiling, correcting, and getting up of 
the Britannia Koniana, Mr Horsley appears to have been much indebted. From 
tliese papers, ns printed in a small biographical work by the Rev. John Hodgson, 
vicar of Whelpington in Northumberland, published at Newcastle in 1831, the 
most of the facts contained in this brief memoir were taken. 

HUME, Alexander, a vernacular poet of the reign of James VL, was the 
second son of Patrick Hume, fifth baron of Polwarth. Until revived by the 
tasteful researches of Dr Leyden, the works of this, one of the most elegant 
of our early poets, lay neglected, and his name was unknown except to the 
antiquary. He had the merit of superseding those godlie and spiritual sangis 
and ballatis,” which, however sacred they may have once been held, are pro- 
nounced by the present age to be ludicrous and blasphemous, for strains where 
piety and taste combine, and in which the feelings of those who wish to peruse 
writings on sacred subjects, are not outraged. The neglect which h;is long 
obscured the works of this poet, has impeded inquiries as to his life and charac- 
ter. He is supposed to have been born in the year 1560, or within a year or 
two prior to that date. Late investigators have found that he studied at St 
Andrews, and that he may be identified with an Alexander Hume, who took the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts at St Leonard’s college of that university in the year 
1574. The outline of his farther passage through life is expressed in his own 
words, ill his epistle to Mr Gilbert Moncrieff, the king’s physician. He there 
nieiitions, that, after spending four years in France, he was seized with a desire 
to become a lawyer in his own country, and he there draws a pathetic picture 
of the miseries of a briefless barrister, sufiicient to extract tears from half the 
faculty. 

** To tliat effect, tliree yeai^ or near that space, 

1 haunted maist our highest pleading place 
And senate, where great causes reason’d war; 

My breast was bruisit with leaning on the bar; 

My buttons brist, I partly spitted blood, 

My gown was trail’d and trampid quhair I stood ; 

My ears were deif’d with maissars cryes and din 
Quhilk procuratoris and parties callit in.” 

Nor did the moral aspect of tlie spot convey a more soothing feeling than the 
physical. He found 

The puir abusit ane hundredtli divers wayes ; 

Postpon’d, deffer’d with shifts and mere dclayes, 

Consumit in gudes, ourset with grief and paine.” 

h rom the corrupt atmosphere of the law, he turned towards the pure precincts of 
the court ; but here he finds that 

“ From the rocks of Cyclades fm hand, 

I struck into Charybdis sinking sand.” 

He proceeds to say that, for reverence of kings he will not slander courts,” 
yet he has barely maintained his politeness to royal ears, in his somewhat vivid 
description of all that the calm poet experienced during his apprenticeship at 
court 

“ In courts, Montcrief, is pride, cnvic, contention, 

Dissimuloiicc, despite, disceat, dissention, 

Fear, whisperings, reports, and new suspition, 

Fraud, treason, lies, dread, guile, and sedition ; 
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fjroal greadines, and prodigulitiV; 

Lusts sensual, and partialitie.’’ 

wiLli a coniiniied list of similar qualifir^alions, whose .applicabHity is likely to be 
perceived only by a disappointed courtier, or a statesman out of place. Durint' 
the days of his following the bar and the court, it is supposed that Hume joined in 
one of those elegant poetical amusements called ** Flytings,” and that he is the 
person who, under the designation of Pol wart/* answered in fitting style to 
the abuse of Montgomery. That Alexander Hume was the person who so 
ofKciated* is, however, matter of great doubt ; Dempster, a contemporary, men- 
tions that the person who answered Montgomery was Patrick Hume, a name 
which answers to that of the elder brother; and though Leyden and Sibbald 
justly pay little attention to such authority, knowing that Dempster is, in general, 
as likely to bo wrong as to be right, every>Scotsman knows that the patrimo- 
nial designation Polwart/’ is more appropriately the title of the elder than of 
the younger brother; while Patrick Hume of I’olwarth, a more fortunate cour- 
tier, and less seriously disposed than his brother, has left behind him no mean 
specimen of his genius, in a poem addressed to James VI., entitled The Pro- 
mise.’’ Whichever of the brotikers has assumed Polwart’s share in the contro- 
versy, it is among the most curious specimens of the employments of the elegant 
minds of the age. 

If the sacred poet, Alexander Hume, was really the person who so spent his 
youthful genius, as life advanced he turned his attention to more serious matters ; 
that his youth was spent more unprofitably than his riper years approved, is 
displayed in some of his wi’itings, in terms more bitter than those which arc 
generally used by persons to whom expressions of repentance seem a becoming 
language. Ho entered into holy orders, and at some period was appointetl 
minister of Logic, a pastoral charge of which he performed with vigour the humble 
duties, until his death in 1 609. 

Jiefore entering on the works which he produced in his clerical retirement, 
it may be right to observe that much obscurity involves bis literary career, from 
the circumstance that three other individuals of the same name, existing at the 
same period, passed lives extremely similar, both in their education, and in their 
subsequent progress. Three out of the four attended St Mary’s college at St 
Andrews in company ; — presuming that the subject of our memoir took his degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1574, one of his tx>iiipanions must have passed in 1571, 
the other in 1572. It is supposed that one of these was minister of Dunbar in 
1582 ; the other is known to have been appointed master of the High school 
of Edinburgh in 1596, and to have been author of a few theological tracts, 
and of a Latin grammar, appointed by act of parliament, and by the privy 
council, to be used in all grammar schools in the kingdom : this individual has 
been discovered by Dr M*Crie, to have afterw'ards successively officiated as rector 
of the grammar schools of Salt-Preston and of Dunbar. The fourth Alex- 
ander Hume, was a student at St Leonard’s college, St Andrews, where he 
entered in 1578 : he too was a poet, but the only existing specimen of his com- 
position is the following simple tribute to the labours of Bellenden, inscribed 
on a blank leaf of the manuscript of the translation of Livy, 

•• F>ve buikes ar liere by Ballaiityne translated, 

Kestls yet ime hundred thretiie fyve behind ; 

Quilkis if the samyn war als weiU compleated, 

Wuld be ane volume of ane monstrous kind.' 

' The ingenious poet probtibly overlooks the fact of so many of Livy s books being losl, with 
Uie deliberate purpose of increasing the ellecl of his verses. 
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Ilk 'man perfyles not quhai Uiey oiicc iiitond, 

So frail and brittle ar our wretched dayes ; 

Let sumo man then begine quhair he doelh end, 

Give him the first, tak thame the second praise : 

No, no to Titus Liviua give all, 

That pcerlcs prince for feattis historical!.** 

M, A. Jlomef St Leonardes. 

A small manuscript volume bearing the name of Alexandier Hume, and entitled 
Kei'uni Scoticaruni Compendium,” is probably from the pen of one of these 
four, but of which, it may now be impossible to determine. 

Alexander Hume, minister of Logie, is, however, the undoubted author of 
Hymnes or Sacred Songs, wherein the right use of poesie may be espied : 
whereunto are added, the experience of the author’s youth, and certain precepts 
serving to the practice of sanctification.” This volume, printed by Waldegrave 
in 1599, was dedicated to ICli'zabeth Melvill, by courtesy styled lady Culross, a 
woman <»f talent and literary habits, the authoress of “ Ane godlie dream, com- 
pylit in Scottish meter,” printed at Aberdeen in 1644. The Hymns and Sacred 
Songs have been several times partially reprinted, and the original having fallen 
into extreme rarity, the whole has lately been reprinted by the llannatyne club. 
Til the prose introduction, the author addressing the youth of Scotland, exhorts 
them to avoid profane sonnets and vain ballads of love, the fabulous feats of 
J’almerine, and such like reveries .” — ** Some time,” he adds, “ I delighted in 
such fantasies myself, after the manner of riotous young men : and had not the 
Lord in his mercy pulled me aback, and wTought a grcait repentance in me, I 
had doubtless run forward and employed my time and study in that profane and 
unprofitable exercise, to my own perdition.” J'he first of his hymns he styles 
his ** Recantation it commences in the following solemn terms : 

Alacc, how long have I delay cil 
To leave tlie laits* of youth ! 

Ahicc how oft have 1 essayed 
To daunt my lascivo moutii, 

And makg my vayne polluted thoughl. 

My pen and speech propliainc, 

Extoll the Lord quhilk made of jiocht 
The heaven, iiic earth, and maine. 

SkarcG nature yet my face about, 
iJir virile net had spun, 

Quhen als oft as Phoibea stout 
Wt'is set agaiiis the Suii : 

Vea, als oft as the fieric flames 
Arise and shine abroad, 

I minded was with sangsaiul psalms 
To glorifie my God. 

But ay the cancred caniall kind, 

Quhilk lurked me within, 

Seduced my heart, withdrew my mind, 

And made me sdave to sin. 

My senses and my sauU I saw 
Debait a dcadlie strife, 

Intu my flesh I felt a law 
Gaiiistand tlie Law of life. 


’ Habits or manners. 
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Even as the falcon highj and hail 
Fur til fleeing in the skye, 

'With wanton wing hir game to gaif, 

Disdaines her caller’s cry ; 

So led aw'ay with liberty, 

And drowned in delight, 

1 wandred after vanities 
My vice I give tlic wight. 

But by far the most beautiful composition in the collection, is that entitled the 
Day Estival,” tlie one which Leyden has thought worthy of revival. This 
poem presents a description of the progress and effects of a summer day in 
Scotland, accompanied by the reflections of a mind full of natural piety, and 
a delicate perception of the beauties of the physical world. The easy flow of 
the numbers, distinguishing it from the harsher productions of the same age, 
and the arrangement of the terms and ideas, prove an acquaintance with Eng- 
glish poetry ; but the subject and the poetical thoughts are entirely the author’s 
own. They speak strongly of the elegant and fastidious mind, tired of the 
bar, and disgusted with the court, finding a balm to the wounded spirit, in being 
alone with nature, and watching her progress. The stylo has an unrestrained 
freedom which may please the present age, and the contemplative feeling thrown 
over the whole, mingled with the artless vividness of the descriptions, bringing 
the objects iiiiinediately before the eye, belong to a species of poetry at which 
some of the highest minds have lately made it their study to aim. We shall 
quote the commencing stanza, and a few others scattered in diflerent parts of 
the Poem : 

O jicrfcct light! which shed away 
Tiic diirkness fix>m the liglit, 

And loft one ruler o’er the day, 

Another o’er the night. 

Thy glory, when the day forth flies, 

More vively does appear 
Nor at mid-day unto our eyes 
The shining sun is clectr. 


The shadow of the earth anoiic 
Removes and drawls by ; 

S}ne in the cast, when it is gone, 

Appears a clearer sky : 

Whidi soon perceives the little larks, 

The lapwing, and the snipe; 

And tunes their songs, like nature’s derks, 
Our meadow, moor, and stripe. 

• • • • 

The time so tranquil is and still, 

That no where shall ye find. 

Save on a high and barren hiU, 

An air of passing wind. 

All trees and simples, great and small, 
That balmy leaf do bear. 

Nor they were painted on a wall 
No more they move or stir* 

Calm is the deep and purpour sea. 

Yea smootiier nor the sand t 
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The wallis that iireltering wont to be 
Are stable like the land. 

* « * afe 

What pleasure ’twere to walk and see, 

Endlong a river dear, 

The perfect form of every tree 
Within the deep iippear ; 

The siilmon out of Grooves and creels 
Up hauled into skouts, 

The bells jmd circles on the weills 
Through looping of the trouts. 

O then it were a seemly thing, 

While all is still and calme, 

The praise of God to play and sing 
With cornet and with shalme. 

RoAVCj in his manuscript History of the Ghurcdi of Scotland^ has told us that 
Hume was one of those godlie and faithful servants, who had witnessed against 
the hierarchy of prelates in this kirk.’’ He proceeds to remark, ** as to Mr 
Alexander Hooiiie, minister at liOgie beside Stirlin, 1 nixt mention him : he has 
left ane admonition behind him in write to tlie kirk of Scotland, wherein he 
aflirmes that the bishops, who were then fast rising up, had left the sincere 
ministers, who wold gladlie have keeped still the good old government of the 
kirk, if these corrupt ministers had not left them and it ; earnestlie entreating 
the bishops to leave and forsake that course wherin they were, els their defection 
from their honest brethren, (with whom they had taken the covenant,) and from the 
cause of God, would be registrate afterwards to their eternale shame.” The person 
who has reprinted Hume’s Hymns and Sacred Songs for the Uannatyne club, has 
discovered among the elaborate collections of Wodrow, in the Advocate’s Library, a 
small tract entitled, Ane afold Admonition to the Ministerie of Scotland, be 
ane deing brother,” which he, not without reason, presumes to be that mentioned 
by Howe ; founding the supposition on the similarity of the title, the applica- 
bility of the matter, and a minute circumstance of internal evidence, which 
shous that the admonition was written very soon after the year 1607, and very 
probably at such a period as might have enabled Hume (who died in 1609) to 
have denominated himself ** ane deing brother.” The whole of this curious 
production is conceived in a style of assumption, which cannot have been very 
acceptable to the spiritual pride of the S<;ottish clergy. It commences in the 
following terms of apostolical reprimand : — Grace, mercy, and peace from 
(k)d the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ. It is certainlie knawin, bre- 
theren, to the grei/Tof nionie godlie heartes and slander of the Gospell, that thair 
ar dissentionis among you : not concerning the covenant of God, or the scales of 
the covenant, but chieftie concerning twa poyntis of discipline or kirk govern- 
ment, wharanent you ore divydit in twa factionis or opinionis.” From this as- 
sumed superiority, the admonitionist stalks forth, bearing himself in lofty terms, 
never condescending to argue, but directing like a superior spirit ; and under 
the Christian term of humility, bretheren,” concealing an assumption of spiri- 
tual superiority, which the word sons ” would hardly have sufficiently ex- 
pressed. 

HUME, David, of Godscroft. llie scantiness of the materials for lives of liter- 
ary Scotsmen has, with us, often been a subject of remark and regret ; and we 
are sure that every one who has had occasion to make investigations into this de- 
partment of our national history will at onc^ acquiesce in its truth. Our states- 
men have been applauded or condemned — at all events they have been immor- 
talized — by contemporary writers ; the deeds of our soldiers have been celebrated 
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in works relative to our martial achievements ; and our divines have always^ and 
mure especially in the darker ages, preserved a knowledge of themselves and 
their transactions, — but literary men are nearly forgotten, and for what is known 
of them wo are principally indebted to the labours of continental biographers. It 
would be difficult to point out a more striking illustration of this than tl|^ well 
known individual whose name appears at the head of this article. His name is 
familiar to every one who is in the least degree conversant with Scottish history 
or poetry ; — ^he was descended from an honourable family — he acted a prominent 
part in some of the earlier transactions of his own time, and still almost nothing 
is known of his history. The indelhtigable Wodrow has preserved many scattered 
hints regarding him in his Jliographit^l Collections in the library of Glasgow col- 
lege, and except this we are not aware of any attempt at a lengthened biographi- 
cal sketch of him. In drawing up the following, we shall take many of our tacts 
from that biography, referring also to the exiiellent works of Dr M'Crie, and 
occasionally supplying deficiencies from the few incidental notifies of himself in 
Hume^s works. 

David Hume, it is probable, was born about, or a few years prior to, Iho 
period of the Reformation. His father was Sir David Hume, or Home, of Wed- 
derbiirn, the representative of an old and distinguished family in the south of 
Scotland. His mother was Mary Johnston, a daughter of Johnston of Elphin- 
stone. This lady died early, and her husband, after having married a second 
wife, who seems to have treated his family in a harsh and ungenerous manner, 
died of consumption while the subjec^t of this memoir was a very young man. 
The family thus left consisted of four sons — George, David, James, and John ; 
and four daughters — Isabell, Margaret, Julian, and Joan. 

Of the early education of David Hume, we have not been able to learn almost 
any thing. His elder brother and he were sent to the public school of Dunbar, 
then conducted by Mr Andrew Simson, and there is abundant evidence that he 
made very considerable progress in the actpiisition of classical knowledge. He 
has left a poem, entitled Daphn-Amaryllis, written at the age of fourteen, and 
he incidentally mentions the expectations George Buchanan formed of his fiiliiro 
eminence from his early productions. After receiving, it may be conjectured, llic 
best education that a Scottish university then afforded, Hume set out for France, 
accompanied by his relation, John Haldane of Glcneagles. His intention was to 
have also made the tour of Italy, and for that purpose he had gone to Geneva, 
when his brother's health became so bad as to make his return desirable. On 
receiving the letters containing this information, he returned to Scotland without 
delay, “and oiYived,'’ to use his own words in his History of the Family of Wed- 
derbum, much about the lime that Esnie, lord Aubigny, (who was afterwards 
made duke of Lennox,) was brought into Scotland — and that Morton began to 
decline in his credit, he being soon after first imprisoned, and then put to death 
that is about the beginning of 1581. 

Sir George Horae seems to have recovered his health soon afterwards, and 
David was generally left at his castle to manage his .aflairs, while he was engaged 
in transactions of a more difficult or hazardous nature. This probably* did not 
continue long, for the earliest public transaction in which we have found him 
engaged took place in 1583. When king James VI. withdrew from the party 
commonly known by the name of the Ruthven lords, and re-admitted the earl of 
Arran to his councils, Archibald, “ the good earl ” of Angus, a relation of Humels 
family, was ordered to confine himself to the north of Scotland, and accsordingly 
resided for some time at the castle of Brechin, the property of his brother-in-law 
the earl of Mar. At this period Hume seems to have lived in Angus’s house, in 
the capacity of a “ familiar servitour,” or confidential secretary. 
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When the lluthven party were driven into England, Hume accompanied his 
iiinster and relation ; and while the lords i*einaiiied inactive at Newcastle, request 
ed leave to go to London, where he intended pursuing his studies. To this 
Angus consented, with the ultimate intention of employing him as his agent at 
the English court. During the whole period of his residen<^ at the English 
capital, he maintained a regular correspondence with the earl, but only two of 
his letters (which he has printed in the History of the Houses of Douglas and 
Angus) have come down to us. 

The Ituthven lords returned to Scotland in 1585, but soon offended the 
clergy by their want of zeal in providing for the security ot the church. 'Iheir 
wralli was still farther kindled, by a sermon preached at this time before the 
king at Linlithgow, by John Craig, in which tlie offensive doctrine of obedience 
to princes was enforced. A letter was accordingly prepared, insisting upon the 
claims of the church, and transmitted to Mr Hume, to be presented to Angus. A 
very long conference took place betwixt the earl and iiiirne, which he has set 
down at great length in the above-mentioned work. 1 le begins his ow'n discourse 
by refuting the arguments of Craig, and shows, that although it is said in his text, 
“ I said ye are gods,” it is also said, “Nevertheless ye shall die “ which two,” 
Hume continues, “ being put together, the one shows princes iheir duty — Do 
justice as God doth ; the other threateneth punishment — Ye shall die if you do 
it noV* He then proceeds to show, that the opinions of Hodinus in his work 
De Repuhlica, and of his own countryman Blackwood [see Blackwood], are absurd; 
and having established the doctrine that tyrants may be resisted, he applies it to 
the case of the Huthven lords, and justifies the conduct of Angus as one of that 
party. He then concludes in the following strain of remonstrance Your 
declaration which ye published speaks much of the public cause and common 
weal, but you may perceive what men think your actions since they do not answer 
thereto by this letter, for they are begun to think that howsoever you pretend 
to the public, yet your intention was fixed only on your own particular, because 
you liave done nothing for the church or country, and have settled your own 
particular. And it is observed, that of all the parliaments that were ever held in 
tliis country, this last, held since you came home, is it in which alone there is no 
mention of the church, either in the beginning thereof, (as in all others there 
is,) or elsewhere throughout This neglect of the state of the church and coun- 
try, as it is a blemish of your fact obscuring the lustre of it, so is it accounted 
an error in policy by so doing, to separate your particular from the common 
cause of the church and country, which, as it hath been the mean of your parti- 
cular restitution, so is it the only mean to maintain you in this estate, and to 
make it sure and firm.” 

During the subsequent short period of this earl’s life, Hume seems to have re- 
tained his confidence, and to have acted the part of a faithful and judicious ad- 
viser. After Angus’s death, which took place in 1588, it is probable that he 
lived in retirement. Accordingly, we do not find any further notice of him till 
he appeared as an author in 1()U5. 

One of king James's most favourite projects was the union of the kingdoms of 
England and tScutland, and soon after his accession to the English throne, com- 
missioners were appointed to consider the grounds upon which this object could 
be safely and advantageously attained. It would altogether exceed our limits 
were we to give even a faint outline of the proceedings of these commissioners, 
and it is the less necessary as tlieir deliberations did not lead to the desired re- 
sult. The subject, however, met with the attention of the most learned of our 
countrymen. The first work written on this subject w'as from the pen of Robert 
Bunt, one of the most respectable clergymen of his day, and a senator of the col- 
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lege of justice, while ecclesiastics were permitted to hold that office. His work, 
which was published in 1604«, is in the form of a dialogue between three imagi- 
nary personages — Irenasus, Polyhistor, and Hospes, and is now chiefly interesting 
as containing some striking remarks on the state of the country, and the obstacles 
to the administration of justice. Pont was followed by David Hume, our autlior, 
who published next year his treatise, De LTnione Insulte Britannias, of which bishop 
Nicholson only says tliat ** it is written in a clear Latin style, such as the author 
ivas eminent for, and is dedicated to the king : it shows how great an advantage 
such a union would bring to the island in general, and in particular to the se- 
veral nations and people of England and Scotland, and answers the objections 
against the change of the two names into that of Britain — the alteration of the 
regal style in ivrits and processes of law — the removal of the parliament and other 
courts into England,” &c. The first part only of this work of Hume’s was pub- 
lished. Bishop Nicholson mentions that a M8. of the second part was in Sir 
Kobert Sibbald*s collection, and Wodrow also possessed what he considered a 
very valuable copy of it. It would be improper to pass from this part of our 
subject, without referring to Sir Thomas Craig’s work on the same subject, 
which still remains unprinted ; although in the opinion of his accomplished 
biographer, Mr Tytler, “ in point of matter and style, in the importance of the 
subject to which it relates, the variety of historical illustrations, the sagacity of 
the polititval remarks, and the insight into the mutual interests of the two cuun^ 
tries which it exhibits, it deserves to rank the highest of all his works.” 

In the year 1G08, Hume commenced a correspondence on the subject of epis- 
fopiicy and presbytery with .lames Law, then bishop of Orkney, and afterwards 
promoted to the archiepiscopal see of Glasgow. 'J'his epistolary warfare took its 
rise in a private conversation between Mr Hume and the bishop, when he came 
to visit the presbytery of Jedburgh in that year. The subject presented by much 
too large a field to be exhausted at a private meeting, and accordingly supplied 
materials for their communications for about three years. But here again we are 
left to lament that so little of it has been preserved. Calderwood has collected 
a few of the letters, but the gaps are so frequent, and consequently so little 
connexion is kept up, that they would be entirely uninteresting to a general 
reader. In Ifi 13, Hume began a correspondence of the same nature with bishop 
Cowper on his accepting the diocese of Galloway. The bishop set forth an 
apology for himself, and to this Hume wrote a reply, which, liow'ever, was not 
printed, as it was unfavourable to the views of the court. Cowper answered his 
statements in liis Dicaiology, but printed only such parts of Hume’s argument as 
could be most easily refuted. I'o this Hume once more replied at great length. 

Shortly before this period he undertook the “ History of the House of 
Wedderburn, (written) by a son of the family, in the year Hill,” — a work which 
has hitherto remained in manuscript. ** It has sometimes grieved me,” he 
remarks, in a dedication to the earl of Home, and to his own brother, ** when 
1 have been glancing over the histories of our country, to have mention made so 
seldom of our ancestors, — scarce above once or twir^, — and that too very shortly 
and superficially ; whereas they were always remarkable for bravery, magnanimity, 
clemency, liberality, munificence, hospitality, fidelity, piety in religion, and 
obedience to their prince ; and, indeed, there never was a family who had a 
greater love and regard for their country, or more earnestly devoted themselves to, 
or more frequently risked their lives for, its service. ^ It ought, in a more particular 
manner, to grieve you that they have been so long buried in oblivion, and do 
you take care that they be so no more. I giv® were, the prelude, or 

lay the ground-work of the history ; perhaps a pon more equal to the task, or at 
least, who can do it with more decency, will give it the finishing stroke.” 
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He does not enter into a minute inquiry into the origin of the family^ a species 
of antiquarianism of which it must be confessed our Scottish historians are sufii* 
ciently fond : — ** My intention,*’ he says, ** does not extend farther than to 
write those things that are peculiar to the House of Wedderbum.’* The work 
begins with David, first laird of Wedderburn,** who appears to have lived 
about the end of the fourteenth century, and concludes with an account of the 
earlier part of his brother’s life. 

During the latter period of his life, Hume appears to have devoted himself almost 
entirely to literary pursuits. He had appeared before the world as a poet in 
his Lusus Poetic!,** published in 1605, and afterwards incorporated into the 
excellent collection entitled Deliciae Poetarum Scotorum,” edited by Dr Arthur 
•Tohnston. He seems to have added to his poetical works when years and habits 
of study might be supposed to have cooled his imaginative powers. When prince 
Henry died, he gave vent to his grief in a poem entitled “ Henrici Principis 
Jiista,” which, Wodrow conjectures, was prolmbly sent to Sir James Semple of 
Belirees, then a favourite at <*ourt, and by whom it is not improbable that it was 
shown to his majesty. A few years afterwards (1617) he wrote his Regi Suo 
Cvraticulatio,** — a congratulatory poem on the king’s revisiting his native -country. 
In the same year he prepared (but did not publish) a prose work under the following 
title, **Cambdenia ; idest, ExaiiiennonnullorumaGulielmoCambdenoin ^Britannia* 
sua positorum, priecipue qum ad irrisionein Scoiicm gentis, et eoruin et I’ictoruni 
falsam originein.** In a very short preface to his readers,** says Wodrow, 
** Mr Hume observes that nothing more useful to this island was ever proposed, 
than the union of the two islands, and scarce ever any proposal was more op* 
posed ; witness the insults in the House of Commons, and Paget’s fury, rather than 
speech, against it, for which he was very justly fined. After some other things 
to the same purpose, he adds, that Mr Cambden hath now in his Britannia 
appeared on the same side, and is at no small labour to extol to Die skies 
England and his Britons, and to depress and expose Scotland, — how unjustly 
he does so is Mr Hume’s design in this worlc.” Cambden ’s assertions were also 
noticed by William Drummond in his Nuntius Scoto-Britannus, and in another of 
his works more professedly levelled against him, entitled A Pair of Spectacles 
fiir Cambden.” 

The last work in which we are aware of Hume’s having been engaged, is his 
largest, and that by which he is best known. The History of the House and Race of 
Douglas and Angus, seems to have been first printed at Edinburgh, by Evan Tyler, 
in 1644, but this edition has several discrepancies in the title-page. Some copies 
bear the date 1648, to be sold by T. W. in London,** and others have a title 
altogether difierent, A Generali History of Scotland, together with a particu- 
lar history of tlie houses of Douglas and Angus,” but are without date. After 
mentioning in the preface that, in writing sudi a work it is impossible to please 
all parties, — that some may say that it is an unnecessary work — others, that it is 
merely a party-statement, — and a third complain of “ the style, the phrase, the 
periods, the diction, and the language,” Hume goes on to say, in all these 
particulars, to satisfy all men is more than we can hope for ; yet thus much 
shortly of each of them to such as will give ear to reason : tliat I write, and of 
this subject, 1 am constrained to do it, not by any violence or compulsion, but 
by the force of duty, as I take it : for being desired to do it by those 1 would 
not refuse, I thought myself bound to honour that name, and in it and by it, our 
king and countrey. . . . Touching partiality, I deny it not, but am content to 
acknowledge my interest Neither do I think that ever any man did set pen to 
paper without some particular relation of kindred, countrey, or such like. The 
Romans in writing the Roniane, the Grecians in writing their Greek histories j 
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friends writing to, of, or for friends, may be iliouglit pnrtiall, as r^untreynien and 
friends. The vertuous may be deemed to be partiall townids tlie vertiious, and the 
godly towards the godly and religious : all writers have some such respect, which 
is a kind of partiality. 1 do not refuse to be thought to have some, or all of 
these respects, and 1 hope none wil think 1 do amisse in having them. Pleas- 
ing of men, 1 am so farre from shunning of it, that it is my chief end and scope : 
but let it please them to be pleased with vertue, otherwise they shal find nothing 
here to please them. If thou findest any thing here besides, blame me boldly ; 
and why should any be displeased that wil be pleased with it? would to God I 
could so please the world, I should never displease any. But if either of these 
(partiality or desire to please) carry me besides the truth, then shal 1 confesse luy 
self guilty, and esteem these as great faults, as it is faultie and blame-worthy to 
forsake the truth. But, otherwise, so the truth be stuck unto, there is no hurt in 
partiality and labouring to please. And as for truth, clip not, nor champ not my 
words (as some have done elsewhere), and I beleeve the wen'st affected will not 
charge mee with lying. I have ever sought the truth in all things carefully, and 
even here also, and that painfully in every point : where 1 find it assured, I 
have set it down confidently ; where I thought there was some reason to doubt, 
I tell my autbour : so that if I deceive, it is iny self I deceive, and not thee ; 
for I hide nothing from thee that I myself know, and as I know it, leaving 
place to thee, if thou knowesl more or better, which, if thou doest, imj»art and 
communicate it ; for so thou sliouldest do, and so is truth broiigljt to light, 
which else would lye hid and buried. 31y paines and travel in it have been 
greater than every one would think, in con’ccting my errours ; thine wBl not 
bee so much, and both of us may furnish matter for a third man to finde out the 
truth more exactly, than either of us hath yet done. Help, therefore, but carp 

not For the language, it is my mother-longue, that is, Scottish : and 

why not, to Scottish men ? why should I contemne it ? I never thought the 
difference so great, as that by seeking to speak English, I would hazard the 
imputation of affectation. Every tongue hatli its own vertue and grace. Some 
are more substantial!, others more ornate and succinct. They have also their 
own defects and faultiiiesses, some are hareh, some are effeminate, some are riide, 
some affectate and swelling. The lioinanes spake from their heart, the Grecians 
with their lips only, and their ordinary speech was complements ; especi^ly the 
Asiatick Greeks did use a loose and blown kind of phrase. And who is there 
that keeps that golden mean ? For my own part, I like our ow'n, and he that 
^ ivrites well in it, writes well enough to me. Yet 1 have yeelded somewhat to 
the tyrannie of custome and the times, not seeking curiously for words, but 
taking them as they come to hand. I acknowledge also n»y fault (it it be a 
fault), that I ever accounted it a mean study, and of no great commendation to 
1 earn to write, or to spealc English, and have loved better to bestow my jiains 
and time on forreign languages, esteeming it but a dialect of our own, and that, 
(perhaps) more corrupt.” The work commences with a preface coiicxjrning 
“ the Douglases in general, that is, their antiquity, to whidi is joined tlieir 
original, nobility and descent, greatness and valour of the family of the name 
of Douglas.’’ The history begins with Sholto Douglas, the first that bore 
tlie name, and the vanquisher of Donald Bane, in the reign of king ^ilvathius,— 
and concludes with the death of Archibald, ninth earl of Angus, who has been 
already noticed in the course of this memoir. AVith this work closes every trace 
of David Hume. It is supposed to have been written about 1625, or between 
that period and 1630, and it is not probable that he survived that period long. 
Supposing him to have been born about 1 560, he must then have attained to 
the age of three score years and ten. 
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liespeciing Hume’s merits tis a poet, different opinions exist. While in 
the opinion of Dr Irving he never rises above mediocrity, Dr 31‘Crie places 
him in a somewhat higher rank : The easy structure of his verse reminds us 
continually of the ancient models on which it has been formed ; and if de- 
ficient in vigour his fancy has a liveliness and buoyancy which prevents the 
reader from wearying of his longest descriptions.*^ These opinions are, after all, 
not irreconcilable ; the poetry of Hume possesses little originality, but the 
reader is charmed with the readiness and the frequency of his imitations of the 
Roman poets. 

As ail historian, Hume can never become popular. He is by much too 
prolix, — nor will this be wondered at when we consider the ago at which he 
wrote his principal historical work. To the reader, however, who is disposed 
to follow him through his windings, he will bo a most valuable, and in many 
<'ases, a most amusing author. As the kinsman of the earls of Angus, he had 
access to many important family papers, from which he has compiled the history 
prior to his own time. Ihit wlieii he writes of transactions within his own re- 
collection, and more especially those in vvhic:h he was personally engaged, there 
is so muiti judicious remark and honesty of intention, that it cannot fail to in- 
terest even a careless reader. 

Resides the works whic^h we have mentioned, Hume wrote Apologia Basi- 
lica, Seu Macdiiavelli Ingenium ICxamiiiatum, in libro cpiem insc.ripsil iVmceps, 
4to, Paris, lG:2(i.” Do Kpiscopatii, May I, 1009, Patric/io Simsono.” “ A 
treatise on things indifferent.*' ** Of obedience to superiors.” In the Bio- 
graphic Uiiiverselle there is a memoir of him, in whic;h it is mentioned that 
** Jacpies Peinpioye a concilier les diderends qiii s’estaieiit eJeve entre Du- 
mouliii et Tilenus au sujet de la justification,*’ and he is also there mentioned as 
having written Le Contr’ Assassin, ou Reponse a PApologie tics Jesuites,” 
Cieneva, 1012, 8vo, and ** L’Assassinat du Roi, ou Maximes Pratiquces eii la 
persoiine du defaut Henrie le Grand,” 1017, 8vo. 

JlIJMh], David, the celebrated metaphysician, historian, and political 
economist, was the second son of Joseph Hume of Ninewells, near Dunse 
in the county of Berwick, and was born at Edinhurgh on the 20th of April, 
1711, O. S. His mother was daughter to Sir David Falconer, a judge of 
the court of session under the designation of lord Newton, and for some years 
president of the college of justice. The family of Hume of Ninewells was an- 
cient and respectable, and the great philosopher has himself informed us, Hiat 
on the side both of father and mother, he was the descendant of nobility, a cir- 
cumstance from which he seems to have derived a quiet satisfaction, probably 
owing more to his respect for the manners and feelings of the country and age 
in which he lived, than to his conviction of the advantages of noble birth. It 
is to be regretted that little is known about the early life of Hume, and the 
habits of his boyish years. There are indeed very few instances, in which the 
inforiiiation which can he derived about the early habits and inclinations of a 
man who has afterwards distinguished himself, repays the labour of research, or 
even that of reading the statements brought forward ; while many who have 
busied themselves in such tasks have only shown that tlie objects of their atten- 
tion were by no means distinguished from other men, in the manner in which 
they have spent their childhood ; but it must be allowed that in the case of 
Hume, a narrative of the gradual rise and developemciit of that stoical contempt 
towards the objects which distract the minds of most men, that industry without 
enthusiasm, that independence without assumption, and strict morality founded 
only on reason, which distinguished his conduct through life, might have taught 
us a lesson of the world, and would at least have gratified a well grounded 
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curiosity. The absence of such information allows us, however, to make a 
general inference, that no part of the conduct of the schoolboy was sufficiently 
remarkable to be commemorated by his friends, and that, as he was in advanced 
life (independent of the celebrity produced by his works) a man of unobserva- 
ble and unassuming conduct ; he was as a boy docile, well behaved, and attentive, 
^vithoiit being remarkable cither for precocity of talent, or that carelessness and 
insubordination which some biographers have taken pains to bring home to the 
subjects of their memoirs. In early infancy Hume was deprived of his father, 
and left to the guidance of his mother and an elder brother and sister ; with 
the brother who succeeded by birthright to the family property, he ever lived 
on terms of fraternal intimacy and adection, and towards his two female relatives 
he displayed, through all the stages of his life, an unvarying kindness and un- 
reraitted attention, which have gone far, along with his other social virtues, in 
causing him to be respected as a man, by those who were his most bitter oppon- 
ents as a philosopher. 

The property of the respectable family of Ninewells was not large, and the 
limited share which fell to the younger brother precluded the idea of his sup- 
porting himself without labour. Having finished the course of study which such 
an institution was capable of providing, he attended for some time the university 
of Edinburgh, then rising in reputation ; of his progress in study he gives us 
the following account : 1 passed through the ordinary course of education with 

success, and was seized very early with a passion fur literature, which has been 
the ruling passion of my life, «and the great source of my enjoyments ; iny 
studious disposition, my sobriety, and iiiy industry, gave my family a notion that 
the law was a proper profession for me : but I found an insurmountable aver- 
sion to every thing but the pursuits of philosophy and general learning ; and 
while they fancied 1 was poring upon Voot and Vinnius, Cicero and Virgil 
were the authors 1 was secretly devouring.* ” Of this aversion not only to the 
practice^ but to the abstract study of the law, in a mind constituted like that of 
Hume, guided by reason, acute in tlie perception of differences and connexions, 
naturally prone to industry, and given up to the indulgence neither of passion 
nor sentiment, it is difficult to acx^ount We are ignorant of the method by 

‘ It is almost unnecessary to mention, tliat when we use the words of Hume about himself, 
we quote from that curious little memoir atlled “ My Own Life,” written by Hume on his 
death-bed, and published in 1777, by Mr Struhan, (to whom the manuscript consigned) 
previously to its publication in the ensuing edition of the History of England. In a work 
which ought to contain a quantity of original matter proportioned to the importance of the 
subjects treated, some apology or explanation may be due, for quoting from a^production which 
has been brought so frequently before the public ; but in the life of a person so well known, 
and into whose conduct there has been so much investigation, while we try to bring togetiier 
as much original matter as it is possible to obtain, we must frequently be contenteci with 
statements modeled according to our own views, mid in our own language, of facts which have 
already been frequently recorded. Independent of this necessity, the memoir of the author 
written by himself, is so characteristic of his mind and feelings, both in the method of the 
narrative, and in the circumstances detailed, that any life of Hume which might neglect re- 
ference to it, must lose a veiy striking cliain of oomiexion betwixt the mind of the author and 
the character of his works. Iict us here remark, that while (in the words of Hume himself) 
** it is difficult for a man to speak long of himself witiiout vanity.” This little memoir 
seems to have defied criticism to discover anything injudicious or assuming, either in the de- 
tails or reflectiona It is true, he has been dightly accused of speaking with too much com- 
placency of his own good qualities : but be it remarked, those qualities of disposition to study, 
sobriety, and industry, are such as a man of genius is ^dom disposed to arr^ate to himself 
at least without some hints of the existence of others more brilliant and distinguishing. We 
cannot help being of opinion, that the autiior*8 philosophical command over nis feelings has 
prompted him to avoid the extremes which the natural egotism and vanity of most men would 
have caused them to fall into on similar occasions, of cither alluding to very high qualities 
which the suiir^es of others had idJowcd that they possessed, or inning credit for humility, 
by not rec-ogiiizing the existence of qualities which they know their partial friends would be 
roudy to admit. 
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which he pursued his legal studies, and this early acquired disgust would at least 
hint, that like his friend lord Karnes, he commenced his career with the repul- 
sive drudgery of a writer^s office, in which his natural taste for retirement and 
reflection was invaded by a vulgar routine of commercial business and petty 
squabbling, and his acuteness and good taste offended by the tiresome formali- 
ties with which it was necessary he should occupy much valuable time, previous- 
y to exercising his ingenuity in the higher walks of the profession. But to 
those who are acquainted with the philosophical, and more especially with the con- 
stitutional writings of Mr Hume, the contemptuous rejection of the works of the 
civilians, and the exorbitant preference for the Homan poets, will appear at least a 
singular confession. To him any poet offered a mere subject of criticism, to 
be tried by the standard of taste, and not to gratify his sentiment ; while in the 
works of the civilians he would have found (and certainly did find) the acute 
philosophical disquisitions of minds which were kindred to his own, both in pro- 
fundity and elegance, and in the clear and accurtite Vinniiis, whom he has sen- 
tenced with such unbrotherly contempt, he must have found much which as a 
philosopher he respected, whatever distaste arbitrary circumstances might have 
given him towards the subject which that great man treated. 

In 1734, the persuasions of his friends induced Mr Hume to attempt the 
bettering of his income by entering into biisiness, and he established himself in 
the office of a respectable merchant in Bristol ; but the man who had rejected 
the study of the law, was not likely to be fascinated by the bustle of commerce, 
and probably in opposition to the best hopes and wishes of his friends, in a few 
months he relinquished his situation, and spent some years in literary retire- 
ment in France, living first at llheims, and afterwards at La Fleche in Anjeau. 

1 there,’’ he Stays, laid that plan of life which 1 have steadily and success- 
fully pursued. 1 resolved to make a very rigid frugality supply my deficiency 
of fortune, to maintain unimpaired my Independency, and to regard every ob- 
ject as contemptible, except the improvement of my talents in literature and 
with the consistency of a calm and firm mind, he kept his resolution. For 
some time previous to this period, Hume must have been gradually collecting that 
vast mass of observation and reflection which he employed himself during his 
retirement in digesting into the celebrated Treatise on Human Nature. In 
1737, he had finished the first two volumes of this work, and he then returned 
to London to superintend their publication. From this date commenced the 
earliest traces of that literary and social correspondence which furnishes many 
of the most characteristic commentaries on the mental habits of the philosopher. 
With Henry Home, afterwards lord Karnes, a near neiglibour of the family of 
Nine wells, and probably a connexion of the philosopher (for he was the first 
member of the fiiniily who adopted the name of Hume, in preference to the 
family name Home,) he contracted an early friendship, and a similarity of pur- 
suits continued the intercourse. To that gentleman we find the subject of our 
memoir writing in the following terms, in December, 1737 : I have been here 
near three months, always within a week of agreeing with my printers : and 
you may imagine 1 did not forget the work itself during that time, when 1 be- 
gan to feel some passages weaker for the style and diction than 1 could have 
Wjshed. The nearness and greatness of the event roused up my attention, and 
nfade me more difficult to please than when 1 was alone in perfect tranquillity 
in France.” The remaining portion of this communication, though given in 
the usual placid and playful manner of the author, tells a painful tale of the 
difficulties he had to encounter, and of hope deferred. “ But here,” he says, 
** 1 must tell you one of my foibles. 1 have a great inclination to go down to 
Scotland this spring to see my friends, and have your advice concerning my 
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philosophical discot^eries : but cnnnot overctmie a certain sliame-fiicedncBs I 
have to appear among you at my years without having got a settJeiueiit^ or so 
much as attempted any. How happens it, that we philosophers cannot as 
heaHily despise the world as it despises us ? 1 think in my conscience the 
contempt were as well founded on our side as on the other.’’ With this letter 
Mr Hume transmitted to his friend a manuscript of his Kssay on Miracles, a 
work which he at that period declined publishing along with his other produc- 
tions, looking on it as more likely to give offence, from the greater reference 
of its reasonings to reveialed religion. 

Towards the termination of the year 1738, Hume published his “Treatise of 
Human Nature ; being an attempt to introduce the experimental method of 
reasoning into moral subjects.” The fundamental principles on which the 
whole philosophy of this work is reared, discover themselves on reading the first 
page, in the division of all perceptions — in other words, of all the materials of 
knowledge which come within the comprehension of the human mind, — into 
impressions and ideas. Differing from almost all men who, using other terms, 
had discussed the same subject, he considered these two methods of acquiring- 
knowledge, to differ, not in quality, but merely in degree ; because by an ob- 
seiTation of the qualities of the mind, on the principle of granting nothing 
which could not be demonstnited, he could find no real ground of distinction, 
excepting that the one set of perceptions was always of a more vivid description 
than the other. The existence of impressions he looked on as prior in the 
mind to the existence of ideas, the latter being merely dependent on, or re- 
flected from the former, which were the fii*st inlets of all knowledge. Among 
perceptions he considered the various methods by which the senses make the 
mind acquainted with the external world, and along with these, by a classifica- 
tion which might have admitted a better an'angement, he ranked the passions, 
which he had afterwards to divide into those which were the direct consequents 
of the operations of the senses, as pain and pleasure, and those which the repe- 
tition of impressions, or some other means, had converted into concomitants, 
or qualifications of the mind, as hatred, jop, pride, &c. By ideas, Mr Hume 
understood those arrangements of the perceptions formed in the mind by 
reasonings or imagination; and although he has maintained the distinction 
between these and the impressions of the senses to be merely in degree, 
all that has been either blamed or praised in his philosophy is founded on 
the use he makes of this distinction. He has been accused, and not without 
justice, of confusion in his general arrangement, and disconnexion in the 
subjects he has discussed as allied to each other ; but a careful peruser 
of his works will find the division of subject we have just atteiqpted to explain, 
to pervade the whole of his extraordinary investigations, and never to be de- 
parted from, where language allows him to adhere to it. The ideas, or more 
faint perceptiom, are made by the author to be completely dependent on the 
impressions, showing that there can be no given idea at any time in the mind, 
to which there has not been a corresponding impression conveyed through the 
organs of sense. These ideas once existing in the mind, are subjected to the 
operation of the memory, and form the substance of our thoughts, and a por- 
tion of the motives of our actions. Thus, at any given moment, there are in 
the mind two distinct sources of knowledge, (or of what is generally called 
knowledge,) — the impressions which the mind is receiving from surrounding 
objects through the senses, and the thoughts, which pass through the mind, modi- 
fied and arranged from such impressions, previously experienced and stored up. 
Locke, in his arguments against the existence of innate ideas, and Dr Berkeley, 
when he tried to show that the mind could contain no abstract ideas, (or ideas 
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not connected with anything which the mind had experienced,) had formed the 
outline of a similar division of knowledge ; but neither of tliem founded on such 
a distinction, a system of philosophy, nor were they, it may be well conceived, 
aware of the extent to which the principles they suggested might be logically 
carried. The division we have endeavoured to define, is the foundation of the 
sceptical philosophy. The knowledge immediately derived from impressions 
is that which truly admits the term “ knowledge” to be strictly applied to it ; that 
which is founded on experience^ derived from previous expressions^ is something 
which always admits of doubt While the former are always certain, the mind 
being unable to conceive their uncertainty, the latter may not only be conceived 
to be false, but are so much the mere subjects of probability, that there are distinc- 
tions in the force which the mind attributes to tliem — sometimes admitting them 
to be doubtful, and making no more distinction, except in the greater amount of 
probabilities betwixt that which it pronounces doubtful, and that which it pronounces 
certain. As an instance — when a man looks upon another man, and hears him 
speak, he receives through the senses of hearing and sight, certain impressions, the 
existence of which he cannot doubt; on that man, however, being no longer the 
object of his senses, the impressions are arranged in his mind in a reflex form, 
constituting what Mr Hume has rolled ideas ; and although he may at first be con- 
vinced in a manner sufficiently strong for all practical purposes, that he has actually 
seen and heard such a man, the knowledge he has is only a mass of probabili- 
ties, which not only admit him to conceive it a possibility that he may not have 
met such a man, but actually decay by degrees, so as probably after a consider- 
able period to lapse into uncertainty, while no better line of distinction c:an be 
drawn betwixt the certainty and the uncertainty, than that the one is produced 
by a greater mass of probabilities than the other. The author would have been 
inconsistent, had he admitted the reception of knowledge of an external world, 
even through the medium of the senses : he maintained all that the mind had 
really cognizance of, to be the perceptions themselves ; there was no method of 
ascertaining with certainty what caused them. The human mind, then, is thus 
discovered to be nothing but a scries of perceptions, of which some sets have 
such a resemblance to each other, that we always naturally arrange them together 
in our thoughts. Our consciousness of the identity of any given individual, is 
merely a series of perceptions so similar, that the mind glides along them without 
observation. A man’s consciousness of his own identity, is a similar series of 
impressions. The mind,^’ says the author, is a kind of theatre, where se- 
veral perceptions successively make their appearance — pass, repass, glide away, 
and mingle in an infinite variety of postures and situations. There is properly 
no simplicity in it at one time, nor identity in different, whatever natural pro- 
pension we may have to imagine that simplicity and identity. The comparison 
of the theatre must not mislead us. They are the successive perceptions only 
that constitute the mind ; nor have we the most distant notion of the place where 
these scenes are represented, or of the materials of which it is composed.’” From 
such a conclusion, the passage to scepticism on the immateriality of the soul was a 
natural and easy step : but on such a subject we must be cautious as to the man- 
ner in which we make remarks on the observations made by Hume — we neither 
appear as among his vindicators, nor for the purpose of disputing his conclusions 
—our purpose is, as faithful biographers, to give, os far as our limits and our 
knowledge of the subject may admits a sketch of his leading doctrines, and if 
we have any thing to vindicate, it will be the author’s real meaning, which cer- 
tain zealous defenders of Christianity, have shown an anxiety to turn as batteries 
against it In his reasonings on the immateriality of the soul he is truly scepti- 

‘ Woiks (182G), i. 322. 
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cal ; that is, while he does not deny the immateriality of the soul, he endeavours 
to show that the mind can form no certain conception of the immaterial soul. 
Hehning on the argrument of a reasoning poet, who probably was not aware of 
the full meaning of his own words when he said — 

- ** Of God alxive, or man below, 

* Wliat can we reason, but from wlial we know.” 

The author of the treatise on Human Nature maintained that the mere 
succession of impressions, of which the mind was composed, admitted of no such 
impression as that of the immateriality of the soul, and consequently did not ad- 
mit of the mind comprehending in what that immateriality consisted. Let it be 
remembered, that this conclusion is come to in the same manner as that against the 
consciousness of the mind to the existence of matter ; and that in neither case 
does the author maintain certain opinions which men believe to be less certain than 
they are generally conceived to be, but gives to them a name diderent from that 
which language generally bestows on them — that of massea of probahilities, in- 
stead of certainties^ — the latter being a term he reserves solely for the impressions 
of the senses. Should it here be asked me,” says the author, whether 1 sin- 
cerely assent to this argument, which 1 seem to take such pains to inculcate, ami 
whether 1 be really one of those sceptic^s, wlio hold that all is uncertain, and that 
our judgment is not in any thing, possessed of any measures of truth and false- 
hood; 1 should reply, that this question is entirely superfluous, and that neither 
1, nor any other person, was ever sincerely and cmistantly of that opinion. Na- 
ture, by an absolute and uncontrollable necessity, has determined us to judge as 
well as to breathe and feel ; nor can we any more forbear viewing certain objects in 
a stronger and fuller light, upon account of their customary connexion with a pre- 
sent impression, than we <!an hinder ourselves from tliinking, as long as we are 
awake, or seeing the surrounding bodies, when we turn our eyes towards them 
in broad sunshine. Whoever has taken the pains to refute the cavils of this 
total scepticism, has really disputed without an antagonist, and endeavoured by 
arguments to establish a faculty which nature has antecedently implanted in the 
mind, and rendered unavoidable.^’" With this extremely clear statement, which 
shows us, that while Hume had a method of accounting for the sources of our 
knowledge differing from the theories of other philosophers, in the abstract cer- 
tainty which he admitted to pertain to any knowledge beyond the existence of 
an impression, liis belief in the ordinary admitted sources of human knowledge was 
not less practically strong than that of other people, — let us connect the conclud- 
ing words on the cliapter on the immortality of the soul : I'here is no foundation 
for any conclusion a priori y either concerning the operations or duration of any 
object, of which ’tis possible for the human mind to form a conception. Any 
object may be imagined to become entirely inactive, or to be annihilated in a 
moment : and ’tis an evident principle, that whatever we can imagine is pos^ 
sible. Now this is no more true of matter than of spirit — of an extended com- 
pounded substance, than of a simple and unextended. In both cases the meta- 
physical arguments for the immortality of the soul are equally inconclusive : 
and in both cases the moral arguments, and those derived from the analogy of 
nature, are equally strong and convincing. If my philosophy, therefore, makes 
no addition to the arguments for religion, 1 have at least the satisfaction to think 
it takes nothing from them, but that every thing remains precisely as before.”* 
W ithout pretending to calculate the ultimate direction of the philosophy of Hume, 
as it regards revealed religion, let us repeat the remark, that many persons 

* Works, vol. i. p. 240. 

» Works i. p. 819. 
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busied themselTes in increasing its terrors as an engine against the Christian 
faith, that they might have the merit of displaying a chivalrous resistance. The 
presumptions thus formed and fostered^ caused a vigorous investigation into the 
grounds of all belief, and many good and able men were startled to find that it 
was necessary to admit many of the positions assumed by their subtle antagonist, 
and that they must employ the vigorous logic they had brought to the field, in 
stoutly fortifying a position he did not attack. They found the metaphysical 
arguments inconclusive,*’ and ** the moral arguments, and those derived from the 
analogy of nature, equally strong and convincing :** and that useful and beautiful 
system of natural theology, which has been enriched by the investigations of 
Derhaiii, Tucker,^ and Paley, gave place to obscure investigations into first 
causes, and idle theories on the grounds of belief, which generally landed the 
philosophers in a circle of confusion, and amazed the reader with incomprehen- 
sibilities. One of the most clear and original of the chapters of the Treatise on 
Human Nature, has provided us with a curious practical instance of the pliability 
of the sceptical philosophy of Hume. In treating the subject of (»use and ofTect, 
Mr Hume, with fidelity to his previous division of perceptions, found nothing 
in the effect produced on the mind by any two phenomena, of which the one 
received the name of cause, the other that of effect, but two impressionSy and no 
connexion betwixt them, but the sequence of the latter to the former ; attribut- 
ing our natural belief that the one is a cause, and the other its effect, to the habit 
of the mind in running from the one impression to that which is its immediate 
sequent, or precedent ; denying that we can have any conception of cause and 
effect beyond those instances of which the mind has had experience, and which 
habit has taught it ; and, finally, denying that mankind can penetrate farther 
into the mystery, than the simple knowledge that the one phenomenon is 
experienced to follow the other. Men of undoubtedly pure religious faith 
have maintained the justness of this system as a metaphysical one, and it 
has found its way into physical science, as a check to vague theories, and 
the assumption of conjccturjil causes : in a memorable instance, it was however 
attacked as metaphysically subversive of a proper belief in Ihe Deity as a first 
cause. The persons who maintained this argument, were answered, that an op- 
posite supposition was morally subversive of a necessity for the constant exis- 
tence and presence of the Deity ; because, if “ a cause had the innate power within 
it of producing its common effect, the whole fabric of the universe had an innate 
power of existence and progression in its various changes, which dispensed with 
the existence of a supreme regulator.’’ 

The second volume of the Treatise on Human Nature, discusses the passions 
on the principles laid down at the commencement of the previous volume. The 
subjects here treated, while they are not of so strikingly original a description 
as to prompt us to enlarge on their contents, may be a more acceptable morsel 
to most readers, and certainly may be perused with more of what is termed 
satisfaction, than tlie obscure and somewhat disheartening investigations of the 
pure metaphysician. Of the usual subtilty and acuteness of the author they are 
of course not destitute ; but the theatre of investigation does not admit of much 
abstraction, and these qualities exercise themselves on subjects more tangible and 
comprehensible, than those of the author^s prior labours. 

The production of the Treatise on Human Nature, stands almost alone in the 
history of the human mind ; let it be remembered that the author had just 
reached that period of existence when the animal spirits exercise their strongest 

Not Josinhi but AbToham Tucker, who, under the assumed name of “Search,** wrote a 
book oil the light of nature, in 9 vols., 8vo. An unobtrusive and profound work, not very in- 
viting, and little read, which later philosophers have pillaged without compunction. 
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sway, and those whom nature has gifted with talents and observation, are cnnilt* 
ing in a brilliant world before them, of which they are enjoying the prospective 
felicity, without tasting much of the bitterness ; and that this extensive treatise, 
so varied in the subjects embraced, so patiently collected by a lengthened labour 
of investigation and reflection, and entering on views so adverse to all that rea- 
son had previously taught men to believe, and so repulsive to the common feel- 
ings of the world, was the first literary attempt which the author deigned tf» 
place before the public. Perhaps a very close examination of 'the early liabiis 
and conduct of the author, could the materials of such be obtained, would 
scarcely furnish us with a clue to so singular a riddle ; but in a general sense, 
we may not diverge far from the truth in supposing, that the circumstances of 
his earlier intercourse with the world, had not prompted the author to entertain 
a very charitable view of mankind, and that the bitterness thus engendered com- 
ing under the cognizance of his reflective mind, instead of turning him into a 
stoic and practical enemy of his species, produced that singular system which, 
holding out nothing but doubt as the end of all mortal investigations, struck a 
silent blow at the dignity of human nature, and at much of its happiness. In a 
very singular passage, he thus speaks of his comfortless philosophy, and of the 
feelings it produces in the mind of its Cain-like fabricator. 1 am first 
afiViglited and confounded with that forlorn solitude in which I am placed in iiiy 
philosophy, and fancy myself some strange uncouth monster, who, not being 
able to mingle and unite in society, has been expelled all human commerce, 
and left utterly abandoned and dis<x>n8o]aie. Fain would 1 run into tlio crowd 
for shelter and warmth, but cannot prevail with myself to mix with such de- 
formity. I call upon others to join me, in oi*der to make a company apart, but no 
one will hearken to me. Every one keeps at a distance, and dreads that storiii 
which beats upon me from every side. 1 have exposed myself to the enmity of 
all metaphysicians, kigiciaiis, mathematicians, and even theologians ; and can 1 
wonder at the insults I must sutler ? 1 have declared my disapprobation of their 
systems ; and can 1 ho surprised if they should express a hati'ed of mine and of 
iny person ? When I look abroad, 1 foresee on every side dispute, contradiction, 
anger, calumny, and detraction. When 1 turn my eye inward, 1 find nothing 
but doubt and ignorance. All the world conspires to oppose and contradict me : 
though such is my weakness, that I feel all my opinions loosen and fall of them- 
selves, when unsupported by the approbation of others. Every step I take is 
with hesitation, and every new reflection makes me dread an error and absurdity 
in my reasoning.^’^ In the same spirit be writes to his friend, Mr Henry Home, 
immediately after the publication of the treatise ; ** Those,’* he says, who arc 
accustomed to reflect on such abstract subjects, are commonly full of prejudices ; 
and those who are unprejudiced, ai'e unacquainted with metaphysical reasonings. 
My principles are also so remote from all the vulgar sentiments on the subjec^t, 
tliat were they to take place, they would produce almost a total alteration in 
philosophy; and you know revolutions of this kind are not easily brought 
about. 

Hume, when the reflection of more advanced life, and his habits of unceasing 
thought had made a more clear arrangement in his mind, of the principles of 
his philosophy, found many things to blame and alter in bis treatise, not so 
much in the fundamental arguments, as in their want of arrangement, and the 
olMCure garb of words in which he had clothed them. On the feelings he 
entertained on this subject, we find him afterwards writing to Dr John Stewart, 
and we shall here quote a rather mutilated fragment of this epistle, which has 

* Works, i. |>. 335. 

" 'I' j IkrV Lift; of Karots. 
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hitherto been unprinted, and is interesting os containing an illustration of his 
arguments on belief : — ** Allow me to tell you that 1 never asserted so absurd a 
proposition, as tlmt any thing might arise without a cause. 1 only maintained 
that our certainty of the falsehood of that proposition proceeded neither from 
intuition nor demonstration, but from another source. That Cesar existed, that 
there is such an island as Sicily ; for these propositions, 1 affirm, we have no 
demonstration nor intuitive proof. Would you infer that 1 deny their truth, or 
even their certainty ? and some of them as satisfactory to the mind, though, 
perhaps, not so regular as the demonstrative kind. Wliere a man of sense mis- 
takes my meaning, 1 own I am angry, but it is only with myself, for having 
expressed my meaning so ill as to have given occasion to the mistake. Tliat 
you may see I would no way scruple of owning my mistakes in argument, I shall 
acknowledge (what is infinitely more material) a very great mistake in conduct ; 
viz. my publishing at all the Treatise of Human Nature, a book which pretended 
to innovate in all the subliinest parts of philosophy, and which I composed before 
1 was five and twenty. Above all, the positive air which pervades that book, 
and which may be imputed to the ardour of youth, so much displeases mo, that 
1 have not patience Ui review it. 1 am willing to be unheeded by the public, 
though human life is so short that 1 despair of ever seeing the decision. I wish 
1 had always confined myself to the more easy paths of erudition ; but you will 
excuse me from submitting to proverbial decision, let it even be in Greek.” 

The effect produced on the literary world by the appearance of the Tretitise 
on Human Nature, was not ilattering to a young author. Never litersiry 
attempt,^’ says Mr Hume, was more unfortunate than iiiy Treatise on Human 
Nature. It fell dead-born from the press, without reaching such distinction, ns 
oven to excite a murmur among the zealots. But being naturally of a cheerful 
and siingiiine temper, 1 very soon recovered the blow, and prosecuted with great 
ardour my studies in the country.” The equanimity, and contempt for public 
opinion which Hume has liere arrogated to himself, seems to be considered as 
somewhat doubtful, by his principal biographer,^ on the ground of the following 
curious statement in Dr Kenrick^s Loudon Keview : — ** iiis disappointment at 
the public 'reception of his Essay on Human Nature, had indeed a violent effect 
on his passions in a particular instance ; it not having dropped so cfea(f-born 
from the press, but that it was severely handled by the reviewers of those times, 
in a publication entitled. The Works of the Learned ; a circumstance which so 
highly provoked our young philosopher, that he Hew in a violent rage to 
demand satisfaction of Jacob Robinson, the publisher, whom he kept, during 

’ Ritchie’s life of Hume, p. 29. It is not creditable to the lilerature of the countrj*, lliat 
while the memoirs of Karnes, Reatlie, and others, have been written very elaborately, and pub- 
lished in a splendid manner, this life by Mr Hitdue is tlie only deUtiled memoir of Hume we 
possess : the fault, perhaps, lies chiefly with the family ix)iini xions of the philosopher, who, to 
all appliaitioiis fur the materials which tliey possess for an extended memoir, have invariably 
returned for answer, that, as their distinguished kinsman wrote his own life, and no doubt put 
into it all that he desired to be known respecting himself, they do not consiilor themselves at 
liberty to publish ail} more: an miswcr certainly, but one in which it might be diflicult to 
disceni a reason. Mr Kitchic, though a candid writer, is strikingly inferior to his tusk. As 
an instance of his inability even to understand the comnioiiest prop^itiuns of Hume, we shall 
adduce the following: — The philosopher commencing a tiaiii of argument with the word 
“ England,” maintiuns that, were all the gold of tlie country rendered as common as silver, 
and silver ns common as copper, money would not be more plentiful, or interest lower ; our 
sliillitigs would then be yellow, and our halfpence white ; and we should have no guineas. No 
other difference would ever be observed ; no altenition on commerce, manufacture, navignlion, 
or interest ; unless tliat w'e imagine tiiat Uie colour of the metal wiis of any consequence. Mr 
Ritchie summons great powers of aigumeiit against this heresy : “ If England, ” he sa}S, 
“ were the only inhabited couiihy in the world, Mr Hume’s inference would be just; but 
while thu precious metals arc in high and universal request among foreign nations, a super- 
abundant quantity of tliem in this coiintr\ must ever have an csBcntial edict on our internal 
and external oconom\ l” 
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the paroxysm of his anger, nt his sword’s point, trembling behind the counter, 
lest a period siiould be put to the life of a sober critic by a raring philosopher.” 
The degree of credit to be attributed to this anecdote, must just be measured by 
the amount to which we may choose to beliere the anonymous contributor to a 
periodical not celebrated for its regard to truth, who writes just after the death 
of the person concerned, and forty years after the period of the event he nar- 
rates. We have perused with much interest the article in “ The Works of the 
liearned” here alluded to, and it is certainly not likely to engender calm feel- 
ings in the mind of the author reviewed. It is of some length, attempting no 
philosophical confutation, but from the ingenuity with which the most objection- 
able passages of the I'rcatise are brought forward to stand in naked grotesque- 
ness without connexion, it must have come from some one wh(» has carefully 
perused the book, and from no ordinary writer. The vulgar raillery with which 
it is filled might point out Warburton, but then the critic does not call the 
author a liar, a knave, or a fool, and the following almost prophetic passage 
witii which the critic concludes (differing considerably in tone from the other 
parts), could not possibly have emanated from the head and heart of the great 
defender of the church : ‘‘It bears, indeed, incontestible marks of a great 
capacity, of a soaring genius, but young, and not yet thoroughly practised. The 
subject is vast and noble, as any that can exercise the understanding ; but it 
requires a very mature judgment to handle it as becomes its dignity and iinpor- 
tanc.e ; the utmost prudence, tenderness, and delicacy, are requisite to this 
desirable issue. Time and use may ripen these qualities in our author ; and we 
sliall probably have reason to consider this, compared with his latter produc- 
tions, in the same light as we view the juvenile works of Milton or the firat 
manner of a 'Raphael^'* 

The third part of Mr Hume’s Treatise of Human Nature, was published in 
1740 : it treated tlie subject of morals, and was divided into two parts, the for- 
mer discussing “ Virtue and Vice in general,” the second treating of “ Justice 
and Injustice.” The scope of this essay is to show that there is no abstract and 
4:ertain distinction betwixt moral good and evil, and while it admits a sense of 
virtue to have a practical existence in the mind of every human being', (however 
it may have established itself,) it draws a distinction betwixt those virtues of 
wbicli every man’s sense of right is capable of taking cognizance ; and justice, 
which it maintains to be an artificial virtue, erected certainly on the general 
wish of mankind to act rightly, but a virtue which men do not naturally follow, 
until a system is invented by human means, and based on reasonable principles 
of general utility to the species, which shows men what is just, and wliat is 
unjust, and can best be followed by the man, who has best studied its general 
artificial form, in conjunction with its application to utility, and who brings the 
most acute perception and judgment to assist him in the task.^ The greater 
plainness of the subject, and its particular reference to the hourly duties of life, 
made this essay more interesting to moral philosophers, and laid it more widely 
o])en to criticism, than the Treatise on the Understanding, and even that on the 
Passions. The extensive reference to principles of utility, produced discussions 
to which it were an idle and endless work here to refer ; but without any disre- 
spect to those celebrated men who have directly combated the principles of this 
work, and supported totally diHerent theories of the formation of morals, those 

• Thus this portion of the s}-6tem liore a considprable resemblance to the theory so elabo- 
rately expounded in the Leviatlion of Hobbes, with this grand distinction, that Hume, while 
maintaining the necessity that a system of justice should be framed, does not maintain that it 
had its origin in tlie niitural injustice of mankind, and their hatred of each other, nor does ho 
atti’ibutc th& formation of the s>stem to a complicated social contract, like that which occurred 
to the mind of the Mulmc£>bury pliilosoplicr. 
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^vho have twisted the principles of the author into excuses for vice and immo- 
rality, and the destruction of all inducements to the practice of virtue, deserve 
only the fame of being themselves the fabricators of the crooked morality of which 
they have endeavoured to cast the odium upon another. When Mr Hume says, 
** The necessity of justice to the support of society is the sole foundation of that 
virtue : and since no moral excellence is more highly esteemed, we may con- 
clude, that this circumstance of usefulness has, in general, the strongest energy, 
and most entire command over our sentiments. It must, therefore, be the source 
of a considerable part of the merit ascribed to humanity, benevolence, friendship, 
public spirit, and other social virtues of that stamp ; as it is the sole source of 
the moral approbation paid to fidelity, justice, veracity, integrity, and tliose other 
estimable and useful qualities and principles — it was not difficAilt for those 
benevolent guardians of the public mind, who sat in watch to intercept such 
declarations, to hold such an opinion up to public indignation, and to maintain 
that it admitted every man to examine his actions by his own sense of their 
utility, and to commit vice by the application of a theory of expediently appro- 
priated to the act. It is not necessary to be either a vindicator or assailant of 
Mr Hume's theory, to perceive that what he has traced back to the original 
foundation of expediency, is not by him made ditlei*ent in its practice and effects, 
from those which good men of all persuasions in religion and philosophy admit. 
While he told men that he had ti-iaced the whole system of the morality they 
practiced, to certain principles different from those generally admitted, he did 
not tell men to alter their natural reverence for virtue or abhorrence towards 
vice ; the division betwixt good and evil had been formed, and while giving his 
opinion how it had been formed, he did not dictate a new method of regulating 
human actions, and except in the hands of those who applied his theories of 
the origin of virtue and vice, to the totally different purpose of an application 
to their practice in individual cases, he did no more to break down the barriers 
of distinction betwixt them, than he who first suggested that the organs of sight 
merely presented to the mind the refleclions of visible objecits, may be supposed 
to have done to render the mind less certain of the existence of external objects. 
“ There is no spectacle,"^ says the author, ** so fair and beautiful as a noble and 
generous action ; nor any which gives us more abhorrence than one which is 
cruel and treacherous. No enjoyment equals the satisfaction we ref:eive from the 
company of tliose we love and esteem ; as the greatest of all punishments is to 
be obliged to pass our lives with those we hate or contemn. A very play or 
romance may afford us instances of this pleasure which virtue conveys to us, and 
the pain which arises from vic^ and it would be difficult to find in this ela- 
borate essay, tiny remark to contradict the impression of the author’s view's, 
which every candid mind must receive from such a declaration. 

The neglect with which his first production was received by the public, 
while it did not abate the steady industry of its author, turned his attention for 
a time to subjects which might be more acceptable to general readers, and in 
the calm retirement of his brother's house at Ninewells, where he pursued his 
studies with solitary zeal, he prepared two volumes of unconnected disserta- 
tions, entitled “ Essays Moral and Philosophical,” which he published in 1742. 
These essays he had intended to have published in weekly papers, after the 
method pursued by the authors of the Spectator ; but,” he observes, in an ad- 
vertisement prefixed to the firat edition, ** having dropped that undertaking, 
partly from laziness, partly from want of leisure, and being willing to make 
trial of niy talents for writing before 1 ventured upon any more serious composi- 
tions, 1 was induced to commit these trifles to the judgment of the public.” A 

« Works, ii. 237. 
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few of the subjects of these essays are the following : “Of the Delicacy of Taste 
and Passion,” “ That Politics may be reduced to a Science,” “ Of the Independ- 
ency of Parliament, ” Of the Parties in Great Britain,” “ Of Superstition and 
Enthusiasm,” “ Of Liberty and Despotisin,” “ Of Eloquence,” “ Of Simplicity and 
Refinement,” ** A character of Sir Robert Walpole,” &c. Of these miscellaneous 
productions we cannot venture the most passing analysis, in a memoir which 
must necessarily be brief: of their general character it may be sufficient to say, 
that his style of writing, which in his 'Freatise was far from approaching the 
purity and elegance of composition which he afterwards displayed, had nmde a 
rapid advance to excellence, and that the reading world quickly discovered from 
the justness and accuracy of his views, the elegance of his sentiments, and the 
clear precision with which he stated his arguments, that the subtile calinilator of 
the origin of all human knowledge could direct an acute eye to the proceedings 
of the world around him, and that he was c^apable of making less abstract «'.alcu- 
latioiis on the motives which affected mankind. A few of these essays, which lie 
seems to have denounced as of too light a nature to acx:ompany his other works, 
were not republished during his life ; among the subjects of these are “ Impu- 
dence and Modesty,” “ IjOvc and Marriage,” “ Avarice,” &c. Although these 
have been negatively stigmatized by their author, a general reader will find 
much gratification in their perusal : the subjects are handled with the careless 
touch of a satirist, and in drawing so lightly and almost playfully pictures of 
what is contemptible and ridiculous, one can scarcely avoid the conviction that 
such is the aspect in which the author wishes to appear; but on the other hand 
there is such a complete absence of all grotesqueness, of exaggeration, or at- 
tempt at ridicule, that it is apparent he is drawing a jncture of what he knows 
to be unchangeably rooted in human nature, and that knowing raillery to be 
useless, he is content as a philosopher merely to depict the deformity which can- 
not be altered. Among the essays he did not re-publish, is the “ Character of 
Sir Robert Walpole,” a singular specimen of the author’s ability to abstract him- 
self from the political feelings of the time, C4ilmly describing the character of a 
living statesman, whose conduct was perhaps more feverishly debated by his 
friends and enemies than that of almost any minister in any nation, as if he 
were a person of a distant age, with which the author had no sympathy, or of a 
land with which he was only acquainted through the pages of the traveller. 
It was after the publu:ation of this work that llume first enjoyed the gratifica- 
tion of something like public applause. ** The work,” he says “ was favoura- 
bly received, and soon m<ade me entirely forget my former disappointment.” 
He still rigidly adhered to his plans of economy and retirement, and continued 
to reside at Ninewells, applying himself to the study of Greek, which he had 
previously neglected. In 1745, he was invited to become tutor to the marquis 
of Annandale, a young nobleman whose state of mind at that period rendered a 
superintendent necessary ; and though the situation must have been one not 
conducive to study, or pleasing to such a mind as that of Hume, he found that 
his circumstances would not justify a refusal of the invitation, and he continued 
for the period of a year in the family of the marquis. 

During his residence in this family, the death of Mr Cleghorn, professor of 
moral philosophy in the university of Edinburgh, caused a vacancy, which Mr 
Hume very naturally considered he might be capable of filling. The patrons 
of the university, however, and their advisers, took a different view of the mat- 
ter, and judged that they would be at least more safe, in considering a person 
of his reputed principles of philosophy, as by no means a proper instructor of 
youth : nor were virulence and party feeling unmixed with cool judgment in 
fixing their choice. “ I am informed,” says Hume, in one of his playful letters 
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addressed to his friend Mr Sharp of lloddam, “ that such a popular clamour has 
been raised against me in Edinburgh, on account of scepticism, heterodoxy, and 
other hard names which confound the ignorant, that niy friends find some dif- 
ficulty in working out the point of my professorship, which once appeared so 
easy. Did 1 need a testimonial for my orthodoxy, 1 should certainly appeal to 
you ; for you know that 1 always imitated Job’s friends, and defended the cause 
of providence when you attacked it, on account of the headaches you felt after 
a debauch, but as a more particular explication of that particular seems super- 
fluous, I shall only apply to you for a renewal of your good offices, with your 
friend lord Tin wold, whose interest with Yetts and Allan may be of service to 
me. There is no time to lose ; so that I must beg you to be speedy in writing 
to him, or speaking to him on that head.’’ The successful candidate was Mr 
James Balfour, advocate, a gentleman who afterwards became slightly known to 
the literary world os the author of “ A Delineation of the Nature and Obligations 
of Morality, with reflections on Mr Hume’s Inquiry concerning the principles of 
Morals,” a work which has died out of ‘remembrance, but the candid spirit of 
which prompted Hume to write a complimentary letter to the (then) anonymous 
author. The disappointment of not being able to obtain a situation so desir- 
able as affording a respectable and permanent salary, and so suited to his studies, 
seems to have preyed more heavily than any other event in his life, on the spirits 
of Mr Hume ; and with the desire of tbeing independent of the world, he seems 
for a short time to have hesitated whether he should continue his studies, or at 
onc^ relinquish the pursuit of philosophical fame, by joining the army. 

During the ensuing year, his desire to be placed in a situation of respectabil- 
ity was to a certain extent gratified, by his being appointed. secretary to lieu- 
tenant-general St Clair, who had been chosen to command an expedition avow- 
edly against Canada, but which terminated in a useless incursion on the coast of 
France. In the year 1747, general St Clair was appointed to superintend an 
embassy to the courts of Vienna and Turin, and declining to accept a secretary 
from government, Hume, for whom he seems to have entertained a partiality, ac- 
companied him in his former capacity. He hero enjoyed the society of Sir 
Henry Erskine and captain (afterwards general) Hrant, and mixing a little with 
tile world, and joining in the fashionable society of the places which he visited, 
he seems to have enjoyed a partial relaxation from his philosophical labours. 
Although he mentions that these two years were almost the only interruptions 
which his studies had received during the course of his life, he does not seem to 
have entirely neglected his pursuits as an author ; in a letter to his friend Henry 
Home, he hints at the probability of his devoting his time to historical subjects, 
and continues, “ 1 have here two things going on, a new edition of my Essays, 
all of which you have seen except one of the Protestant succession, where I treat 
that subject as coolly and indiflerently as 1 would the dispute betwixt Cesar and 
Pompey. The conclusion shows me a whig, but a very sceptical one.” 

Lord Charlemont, who at this period met with Mr Hume at Turin, has given 
the following account of his habits and appearance, penned apparently with a 
greater aim at effect than at truth, yet somewhat characteristic of the philoso- 
pher : Nature I believe never formed any man more unlike his real character 
than David Hume. The powers of physiognomy were ba'ffled by his counte- 
nance ; neither could the most skilful in that science pretend to discover the 
smallest trace of the faculties of his mind, in the unmeaning features of his 
visage. His face was broad and fat, his mouth wide, and without any other ex- 
pression than that of imbecility. His eyes vacant and spiritless ; and the cor- 
pulence of his whole person was far better fitted to communicate the idea of a 
10 Tytler’s Life of Karnes. 
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turtle^ating alderman than of a refined philosopher. His speech in English 
was rendered ridiculous by the broadest Scottish accent, and his French, was, if 
possible, still more laughable ; so that wisdom, most certainly, never disguised 
herself before in so uncouth a garb. Though now near fifty years old,^^ he was 
healthy and strong ; but his he^th and strength, far from being advantageotis to 
his figure, instead of manly comeliness, had only the appearance of rusticity. 
His wearing a uniform added greatly to his* natural awkwardness, for ho wore 
it like a grocer of the train-bands. Sinclair was a lieutenant-general, and 
was sent to the courts of Vienna and Turin as a military envoy, to see that their 
<](iota of troops was furnished by the Austrians and Piedmontese. It was there- 
fore thought necessary that his secretary sliould appear to be an ofiicei^ ; and 
Hume was accordingly disguised in scarlet 

The letter to Mr Home we have quoted above, gives an idea of tlie literary 
employments of the author during the intervals of his oflicial erigngcnieiits at 
Turin, and on his return to Hritain he exhibited the fruit of his labour in a 
second edition of his “ Essays, IMoral and Political,” which was publisiied in 
1748, with four additional essays, and in a re-(M)nstruction of the first part of 
his Treatise of Human Nature, which he published immediately after, under the 
title Philosophical Essays concerning the Human Understanding,” and formed 
the first part of tlic well-known corrected digest of the Treatise of Human 
Nature, into the “ Inquiry concerning Human Nature.” In the advertisement 
the author informs the «public that ‘‘most of the principles and reasonings in 
this volume were published in a work in three volumes, ciilled A Treatise of 
Human Nature, a work which the author had ju’ojcc'ted before he left college, 
and which he wrote and published not long after. I'he philosophy of this work 
is essentially the same as that of which he had previously sketched a more rude 
and complicated draught. The object, (or more properly speaking, the con- 
clusion arrived at, for the person wlio sets out without admissions, and inquires 
whether any thing can be ascerfairied in philosophy, can scarcely be said to 
have an object in view',) is the same system of doubt which he? previously ex- 
pounded ; a scepticism, not like that of Hoyle and others, which merely went to 
show the uncertainty of the conclusions attending particular species of argument, 
but a sweeping argument to show that by the structure oflhe understanding, the 
result of all investigations, on all subjects, must ever he doubt.” The Inquiry 
must be to every render a work far more pleasing, and we may even say, in- 
structive, than the Treatise. bile many of the more startling arguments, as- 
sinniiig^ the appearance of paradoxes, sometimes indistinctly connected with 
the subject, are omitted, others are laid down in a clearer form ; the whole is 
siil^jected to a more compact an'angement, and the early style of the writer, 
which to many natural bciauties, united a considerable feebleness and occasional 
harshness, makes in this w’ork a very near approach to the elegance and 
classic accuracy, which much perseverance, and a refined taste enabled the au- 
thor to acquire in the more advanced period of his life. Passing over, as our 
limits must compel us^ any attempt at an analytical comparison of the two works, 
and a narrative of the changes in the author’s opinions, we must not omit the 
circumstance, that the Essay on Miracles, which it will be remembered the au- 
thor withheld from his Treatise, was attached to the Inquiry, probably after a 
careful revision and correction. Locke had hinted in a few desultory observtu- 
tions the grounds of a disbelief in the miracles attributed to the early Christian 
church, and Dr Conyers Middleton, in his Free Inquiry into the miraculous 
powers supposed to have subsisted in the Christian church from the earliest ages, 

His lordship must liave made a mis-calculation. Hume was then only in his 38th year 
** Hardy’s Life of lord Ciiarlemont, p. 8. 
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publislied very nearly ni the same period with the Essay of Hume, struck a 
more decided blow at all supernatural ^ency beyond what was justified by the 
sacred Scriptures, and approached by his arguments a dangerous neighbourhood 
to an interference with wliat he did not avowedly attadc. Hume considered the 
subject as a general point in the human understanding to which he admitted no 
exceptions. The argument of»this remarkable essay is too well known to require 
nti explanation ; but the impartiality too often infringed when the works of this 
philosopher are the subject of consideration, requires that it should be kept in 
mind, that he treats the proof of mirades, as he does that of the existence of 
matter, in a manner purely sceptical, with this practical distinction, — that siippos- 
ing a person is convinced of, or chooses to say he believes in the abstract exist- 
ence of matter, independent of the mere impressions conveyed by the senses, 
there is still room to doiHit that miracles have been worked. It would have 
been entirely at variance with the principles of scepticism to have maintained that 
miracles were not, and could not have been performed, according to the laws 
of nature ; but the argument of Mr Hume (Mirtainly leans to the pradical con- 
clusion, that our uncertainty as to what we are said to have experienced, ex- 
pands into a gi'eater uncertainty of the existene.e of miracles, which are contrary 
to the course of our experience ; because belief in evidence is founded entirely 
on our belief in experience, and on the circumstance, that what we hear from 
the testimony of others coincides with die current of that experience ; and when- 
ever testimony is contradictory to the cuiTent of imr experience, the latter is 
the more probable, and should wo be inclined to believe in it, we must at least 
doubt the former. Thus the author concludes “ That no testimony is sufiicient 
to estabJisli a miracle, unless the testimony be of such a kind that its falsehood 
would he more miraculous than the fact which it endeavours to establish : and 
even in that case tliere is a mutual destruction of arguments, and the superior 
only gives us an assurance suitable to tliat degree of force which remains after 
deducting the inferior.’’ The application of his argument to the doctrines of 
Christianity he conceives to be, that ** it may serve to confound those dangerous 
friends, or disguised enemies to the Christian religion, who have undertaken to 
defend it by the principles of liuinan reason ; our most holy religion is founded 
on faith, not on reason ; and it is a sure method of exposing it to put it to such 
a trial as it is by no means fitted to endure.” Considering the matter, apart 
from the reference it has been considered to have to holy writ, the Essay on 
Miracles is the most sound and conclusive exposition of the proper principles of 
ordinary belief which has ever been penned. The arguments cannot be too 
well considered by the liistorian or the reader of history ; and were they belter 
appreciated by men, and cautiously infused into the minds of the young, before 
slovenly habits of thought on such subjects have taken root in the mind, history 
might gradually be purged of its fable, the natural hankering after the marvel- 
ous might be checked, and when the false appetite for exaggeration had begun 
to decay, those who call themselves writers of history might cease in their at- 
tempts to gratify a craving no longer felt 

'Jiie work by Dr Campbell in confutation of this essay, at first concocted in 
the form of a sermon, and afterwards expanded into a treatise, which was 
published in 17(i2, is well known and appreciated ; but it may not be useless 
to repeat the remark, that the excellent arguments of the author have had the 
more weight, because he treated the subject not like a petulant child, but like a 
philosopher. The work, in a state of manuscript, wjis shown to Hume by Dr 
Blair. Hume was much pleased with the candour of ibe transaction ; he re- 
marked a few passages hardly in accordance with the calm feelings of the other 
13 Works, iv. 136, 163. 
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portions of the work, which at his suggestion the author amended ; and he per- 
sonally wrote to Dr Campbell, with his usual (^m politeness, thanking him for 
treatment so unexpected from a clergyman of the church of Scotland; and, 
with the statement that he had made an early resolution not to answer attacks 
on his opinions, acknowledged that he never felt so violent an inclination to de- 
fend himself The respect which Campbell admitted himself to entertain for 
the sceptic is thus expressed : 

The Essay on Miracles deserves to be considered as one of the most dan- 
gerous attacks that have been made on our religion. The danger results not 
solely from the merit of the piece : it results much more from that of the au^ 
thor. The piece itself, like every other work of Mr Hume, is ingenious ; but 
its merit is more of the oratorical kind than of the philosophical. I'he merit of 
the author f I acknowledge, is great. The many useful volumes he has published 
of history^ as well as on criticism^ politics, and trade, have justly procured 
him, with all persons of taste and discernment, the highest reputation as a 
writer. ^ * In such analysis and exposition, which 1 own, 1 have at- 

tempted without ceremony or reserve, an air of ridicule is unavoidable ; but this 
ridicule, 1 am well aware, if founded on misrepresentation, will at last rebound 
upon myself.” 

Dr Campbell was a man of strong good sense, and knew well the description 
of argument which the world would best appreciate, approve, and comprehend, 
in answer to the perplexing subtilties of his opponent. He struck at the root 
of the system of perceptions merging into experience, and experience regulat- 
ing the value of testimony, which had been erected by his adversary, — and ap- 
pealing, not to the passions and feelings in favour of religion, but to the com- 
mon convictions which we deem to be founded on reason, and cannot separate 
from our minds, maintained that testimony has a natural and original intluence 
on belief, antecedent to experience,’’ from which position ho proceeded to slu>w, 
that the miracles of the gospel had received attestation suflicient to satisfy the 
reason. With his usual soundness and good sense, though scarcely with the 
profundity which the subject required, Dr Faley joined the band of confutors, 
while he left Hume to triumph in the retention of the effects attributed to ex- 
perience, maintaining that the principle so established was counteracted by our 
natural expectation that the Deity should manifest his existence, by doing such 
acts contrary to the established order of the universe, as would plainly show 
that order to be of his own fabrication, and at his own command. 

Before leaving the subject of the Inquiry concerning Human Understanding, 
we may mention that Mr Coleridge in his Biographia Literaria, has accused 
Hume of plagiarizing the exposition of the Principles of Association in that 
work, from the unexpected source of the Commentary of St Thomas Aquinas, on 
the Farva Natiiralia of Aristotle, and the charge, with however much futility it 
may be supported, demands, when coming from so celebrated a man, the consi- 
deration of the biographer. Mr Coleridge’s words are, ** In consulting the 
excellent Commentary of St Thomas Aquinas, on the Farva Naturalia of Aris- 
totle, I was struck at once with its close resemblance to Hume^s Essay on Asso- 
ciation. The main thoughts were the same in both, the order of the thoughts 
was the same, and even the illustrations differed only by Hume’s occasional sub- 
stitution of modem examplea I mentioned the circumstance to several of my 
literary acquaintances, who admitted the closeness of the resemblance, and that 
it seemed too great to be explained by mere coincidence ; but they thought it 
improbable that Hume should have held the pages of the angelic doctor worth 
turning over. But some time after, Mr Ppyne, of the King’s Mews, showed Sir 
M Edit. 1797, Advert, p, viii. 



HUME. 


117 


James Mackintosh some odd volumes of St Thomas Aquinas, partly, perhaps, from 
having^ heard that Sir James (then Mr) Mackintosh, had, in his lectures, passed a 
high encomium on this canonized philosopher, but chiefly from the facts, that 
the volumes had belonged to Mr Hume, and had here and there marginal marks 
and notes of reference in his own hand-writing. Among these volumes was that 
which contains the Parva Naturaliay in the old Latin version, swathed and 
swaddled in the commentary afore mentioned.’’ When a person has spent much 
time in the perusal of works so unlikely to be productive, as those of Aquinas, 
the discovery of any little coincidence, or of any idea that may attract attention, 
is a fortunate incident, of which the discoverer cannot avoid informing the world, 
that it may see what he has been doing, and the coincidence in question is such 
as might have excused an allusion to the subject, as a curiosity. Hut it was 
certainly a piece of (no doubt heedless) disingenuousness on the part of Mr 
('oleridge, to make so broad and conclusive a statement, without accompanying 
it with a comparison. “ We have read,” says a periodical paper alluding to this 
subject, ** the whole commentary of St Thomas Aquinas, and we challenge Mr 
Coleridge to produce from it a single illustration, or expression of any kind, to 
be found in Hume’s essay. The whole scope and end of Hume’s essay is not 
only different from that of St Thomas Aquinas, but there is not in the commen- 
tary of the ‘angelic doctor’ one idea which in any way resembles, or can be 
made to resemble, the beautiful illustration of the prince of sceptics.^ The 
theory of Hume on the subject as corrected in his Inquiry, is thus expressed : 
‘‘ To me, there appear to be only three principles of connexion among ideas, 
namely, resemblance^ coniiguitj/y in time or place, and cattse or effect. That 
tliese principles serve to connect ideas, will not, 1 believe, be much doubted. 
A picture naturally leads our thoughts to the original. The mention of ono 
npartmeiit in a building naturally introduces an inquiry or discourse concerning 
the others ; and if we think of a wound, we can scarcely forbear reflecting on 
the pain which follows it”^® From a comparison of this, with what Mr 
Coleridge must have presumed to be the corresponding passage in Aquinas,'^ it 
will be perceived that a imtural wish to make the most of his reading had 
prompted him to propound the discovery. Had no other person besides Aquinas 
endeavoured to point out the regulating principles of association, and had Hume 
with such a passage before him pretended to have been the first to have discovered 
them, there might have been grounds for the accusation ; but the methods of 
connexion discovered by philosophers in different ages, have been numerous, 
and almost always correct, as secondary principles. It was the object of Hume 
to gather these into a thread, and going back to principles as limited and ulti- 
mate as he could reach, to state as nearly as possible, not all the methods by 
which ideas were associated, but to set bounds to the abstract principles under 
which these methods might be classed. Aquinas, on the other hand, by no 
means sets bounds to the principles of association ; he gives three methods of 
association, and in the matter of number resembles Hume ; but had he given 
twenty methods, he might have more nearly embraced what Hume has embraced 
within his three principles. The method of association by resemblance is the 

Blackwood’s Magazine, v. iii. 656. 

Works, iv, p. 26. 

” The pas^e is as follows : ** similiter etiam quandoque reminiscitur aliquis incipiens ab 
aliqua re, cujus memoratur a qua procedit ad ^iam triplici ratione, Quandoque quidem 
ratione similUudinis, siciit quando aliquis memoratur de Socnite, ct per hoc oocurrit ei Plato, 
qui est similis ei in sapientia : quandoque vero ratione contrarietalis, sicut si aliquis memore- 
tur Hectoris, et per hoc oocurrit ei Achilles. Quandoque vero ratione propinquUatiM cujus- 
cunque, sicut cum aliquis memor est patris, et per hoc oocurrit ei Alius. Et eadem ratio est 
de quacunque alia propinquitate vel societatis, vcl loci, vel tem^Joris, et propter hoc fit 
remiiiiscentia, quia motus horum se invicem consequuntur.” 
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only one stated by both : with regard to the second principle by Aquinas, contra- 
riety, from the illustration with which he has accompanied it, he appears to mean 
local or physical opposition, such as the opposition of two combatants in a battle, 
and not the interpretation now generally bestowed on the term by philosophers. 
But supposing him to have understood it in the latter sense, Hume has taken 
pains to show that contrariety cannot easily be admitted as a fourth ultimate 
principle : thus in a note be says, For instance, contrast or contrariety is also 
a connexion among ideas, but it may perhaps be considered as a mixture of 
causation and resemblance. Where two objects are contrary, the one destroys 
the oilier ; that is, is the cause of its annihilation, and the idea of the annihila- 
tion of an object, implies the idea of its former existence/’ Aquinas, it will be 
remarked, entirely oiniis “ cause and effect,” and liis “ contiguity ” is of a 
totally different nature from that of Hume, since it embrac:es an illustration 
which Hume would liave referred to the principle of cause and effect.” 

‘‘ I had always,” says Hume, in reference to the work we liave just been 
noticing, “ entertained a notion that my want of success in publisliiiig the 
Treatise of Human Nature, had proceeded more from the manner than the mat- 
ter, and that I had been guilty of a very usual indiscretion, in going to the 
press too early. I, therefore, cast the first part of the work anew, in the Inquiry 
concerning Human Understanding, which was published while I was at 'I'liriii. 
Bui this piece was at first little more succ^essfui than the Treatise of Human 
Nature. On my I’ctiirn from Italy, I had the mortification to find all England 
in a ferment, on account of Dr I^lJddleton’s Free Inquiry, while my performance 
was entirely overlooked and neglected.” 

About this period, Hume suffered the loss of a mother, who, according to hig 
own account, when speaking of his earlier days, was “ a woman of singidar 
merit, who, though young and handsome, devoted herself entirely to the rearing 
of her children and the philosopher seems to have regarded her with a strong 
and devoted affection. He was a man whose disposition led him to unite him- 
self to the world by few of the ordinary ties, but the few which imperceptibly 
held him, were not broken without pain ; on these occasions the philosopher 
yielded to the man, and the cold sceptic discovered the feelings with which 
nature had gifted him, which at other moments lay chained by the bonds of bis 
powerful reason. A very different account of the effect of this event, from what 
we have just now stated, is given in the passage we are about to quote (as copied 
in the Quarterly Review,) from the travels of the American Silliman. Without 
arguing as to the probability or improbability of its containing a inie statement, 
let us remark that it is destitute of proofs a quality it amply requires, being 
given by the traveller forty years after tlie death of the philosopher, from the 
report of an individual, ^vhile the circumstance is not one which would have 
probably escaped the religious zeal of some of Mr Hume’s commentators. 

It seems that Hume received a religious education from his mother, and 
early in life was the subject of strong and hopeful religious impressions ; but as 
he approached manhood they were effaced, and confirmed infidelity succeeded. 
Maternal partiality, however, alarmed at first, came at length to look with less 
and less pain upon this declension, and filial love and reverence seem to have 
been absorbed in the pride of philosophical scepticism; for Hume now applied him- 
self with unwearied and unhappily with successful efforts, to sap the foundation of 
his mother’s faith. Having succeeded in this dreadful work, he went abroad 
into foreign countries ; and as he was returning, an express met him in London, 
with a letter from bis mother, informing him that she was in a deep decline, and 
could not long survive : she said she found herself without any support in her 
distress : that he had taken away that source of comfort upon which, in all cases 
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of afflh^tion, she used to rely, and that she now found her mind sinking into 
despair. She did not doubt but her son would afford her some substitute for her 
religion, and she conjured him to hasten to her, or at least to send her a letter, 
containing such consolations as philosophy can afford to a dying mortal. Hume 
was overwhelmed with anguish* on receiving this letter, and hastened to Scot- 
land, travelling day and night ; but before he arrived, his mother expired. No 
perinaiient impression seems, however, to have been made on his mind by this 
most trying event ; and whatever remorse he might have fell at the monicnl, lie 
soon relapsed into his wonted obdurficy of heart.” 

On the appearance of this .anecdote, Mr (now baron) Iliime, the pliilosoplior’s 
nephew, communicated to the editor of the Quarterly Review the following 
anecdote, of a more pleasing nature, connected with the same circumstance ; and 
while it is apparent that it stands on better ground, we may mention that it is 
acknowledged by the reviewer as an authenticated contradiction to the statement 
of Silliman. “ David and he (the hon. Mr Boyle, brotlier t>f tlio earl ot 
(Rasgow) were both in London, at tlte period when David^s mother died, Mr 
Boyle, hearing of it, soon after went into his apartment, for tliey lodged in the 
siiiue house, where he found him in the deepest allliction, and in a flood of tears. 
After the usual topics of condolence, Mr Boyle said to liim, ‘ JMy friend you owe 
tin’s uncommon grief to your having thrown off the principles of religion ; for if 
you had not, you ivoiild have been consoled with the firm belief, that the good 
lady, who was not only the best oi’ mothers, but the most pious of (Christians, was 
completely happy in tlie realms of the just.’ To which David replied, ' Though 
1 throw out my speculations to entertain the learned and metaphysical world, 
yet, in other things, 1 do not think so differently from the reat of mankind as 
you imagine.’ ^ 

llume returned, in 174*9, to the retirement of his brother’s house at Nine- 
wells, and during a residence there for two years, continuod his remodeling 
of his Treatise of Human Nature, and j»repared for the press his celebrated 
Political Discourses. The former production appeared in 1751, under the title 
of an “ Impiiry coiicerning the Principles of Morals,” published by Millar, tlie 
celebrated boolcseller. Hume considered this the most perfect of his works, and 
it is impossible to resist admiration of the clearness of the arguments, and the 
beautiful precision of the theories ; the world, however, did not extend to it 
the balmy influence of popularity, and it appeared to the author, that all his 
literary efforts were doomed to the unhappy fate of being little regarded at first, 
and of gradually decaying into oblivion. “ In my opinion,” be says, “ (who 
ought not to judge on that subject,) [it] is, of all my writings, historical, pliilcH* 
sophical, or literary, incomparably the best. It came unnoticed and unobserved 
into the world.” 

In 1752, and during the author’s residence in Edinburgh, appeared his 
‘‘Political Discourses.” The subjects of these admirable es8a}6 were of interest 
to every one, the method of treating them was comprehensible to persons of 
common discernment ; above all, they treated subjects on which the prejudices 
of few absolutely refused conviction by argument, and the author bad the oppor- 
tunity of being appreciated and admired, even when telling tnitlis. The book 
in these circumstances, was, in the author’s words, “ the only work of mine 
that was successful on the first publication. It was well received abroad find at 
home.” The chief subjects were, “ Commerce, money, interest, the balance 
of trade, the populousness of ancient nations, the idea of a perfect common- 
wealth.” Sir Josiah Child, Sir William Petty, Hobbes, and Locke, had pre- 
viously given the glimmerings of more liberal principles on trade and manufac- 
ture than those wliich they saw practised, and hinted at the cciamnoii prejuduMis 
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on the use of money and the value of labour ; but Hume was the first to sketch 
an outline of some branches of the benevolent system of political economy 
framed by his illustrious friend, Adam jSiniih. Ho laid down labour as the only 
criterion of all value, made a near approach to an ascertainment of the true 
value of the precious metals, a point not yet fully fixed among economists ; dis- 
covered the baneful effects of commercial limitations as obliging the nation to 
trade in a less profitable manner than it would choose to do if unconstrained, and 
predicted the dangerous consequences of the funding system. The essay on the 
populousness of ancient nations, was a sceptical analysis of the authorities on that 
subject, doubting their accuracy, on the principle of political economy that the 
number of the inhabitants of a nation must have a ratio to its fruitfulness and 
their Industry. The essay was elaborately answered by Dr Wallace, in a Disser- 
tation of the Numbers of Mankind, but that gentleman only produced a host of 
those authorities,” the efficacy of which Mr Hume has doubted on principle. 
This essay is an extremely useful practical application of the doctrines in the 
Essay on Miracles. Mr Hume’s ^ idea of a perfect commonwealth,’ has been 
objected to as an impracticable system. The author probably had the wisdom 
to make this discovery himself, and might have as soon expected it to be appli- 
cable to practice, as a geometrician might dream of his angles, straight lines, and 
points, being literally accomplished in the measurement of an estate, or the 
building of a house. The whole represents men without passions or prejudices 
working like machines ; and Hume no doubt admitted, that while passion, pre- 
judice, and habit, forbade the safe attempt of su(*h projects, such abstract struc- 
tures ought to be held up to the view of the legislator, as the forms into which, 
80 far as he can do it with safety, he ought to stretch the systems under his 
admin istratioiu Plato, More, Harrington, Hobbes, and (according to some 
accounts,) Berkeley^ ^ had employed their Ingenuity in a similar manner, and 
liume seems to have considered it worthy of his attention. 

In February, 1752, David Hume succeeded the celebrated Ruddimaii, as 
librarian to the Faculty of Advocates. The salary was at that time very trifling, 
somewhere we believe about £40, but the duties were probably little more tlian 
nominal, and the situation was considered an acquisition to a man of literary 
habits. It was, with this ample field of authority at his command, that he seems 
to have finally determined to write a portion of the History of England. In 
1757^ circumstances with which we are not acquainted induced him to relinquish 
this appointment. 

In 1752, appeared the first (published) volume of the History of England, 
embracing the period from the accession of the house of Stuart, to the death of 
Charles the First; and passing over intermediate events, wo may mention that 
the next volume, containing a continuation of the series of events to the period 
of the Revolution, appeared in 1755, and the third, containing the History of 
the house of Tudor, was published in 1759. ** I was, I own,” says the author 

with reference to the first volume, “ sanguine in ray expectations of the success 
of this work. I thought that I was the only historian that had at once neglected 
present power, interest, and authority, and the cry of popular prejudices ; and 
ns the subject was suited to every capacity, 1 expected proportional applause. 
But miserable was my disappointment ; 1 was assailed by one cry of reproach, 
disapprobation, and even detestation ; English, Scottish, and Irish, whig and 
tory, churchman and sectary, freethinker and religionist, patriot and courtier, 
united in their rage against the man, who had presumed to shed a generous tear 
for the fate of Charles 1. and the earl of Straftbrd ; and after the first ebullitions 
of their fury wer e over, what was still more mortifying, the book seemed to sink 
111 the anonymous adventures of Giovimni de Lucca. 



HUME. 


121 


into oblivion.” Of the second he says, “This perfonnance happened to give 
less displeasure to the nrhigs, and uas better received. It not only rose itself, 
but helped to buoy up its unfortunate brother.” Of the History of England it 
is extremely diflicult to give a fair and unbiased opinion, bemuse, while the 
author is, in general, one of the most impartial writers on this subject, it is 
scarcely a paradox to say, that the few partialities in which he has indulged, 
have done more to warp the mind than the violent prejudices of others. Ere- 
vioiis to his history, those who wrote on political subjects ranged themselves in 
parties, and each man proclaimed with open mouth the side for which he was 
about to argue, and men heard him as a special pleader. Hume looked over 
events with the eye of a philosopher; he seemed to be careless of the extent of 
the good or bad of either party. On neither side did he abuse, on neither did 
be laud or even justify. The side which he adopted seldom enjoyed approba- 
tion or even vindication, and only in apology did he distinguish it from that to 
which he was inimical. From this peculiarity, the opinions to wliich he leaned 
ac<|iiired strength from the suHrage of one so apparently impartial and uncon- 
cerned. Notwithstanding the prejudices generally attributed however to Hume 
ns an historian, we cannot set him down as an enemy to liberty. No man had 
grander views of the power of the human mind, and of the higher majesty of 
intellect, when compared with the external attributes of rank ; and the vxritings 
of a republican could not exceed in depicting this feeling, the picture he lias 
<lrawn of the parliament of (yharles the First, and of the striking circumstances 
of the king’s (’oiuleiiiiiat ion. The instances in viliich he has shown 
himself to be inconsistent, may, perhaps, be more attributed to his habits, than 
to his opinions. His indolent benevolence prompted a sympathy with the 
oppressed, and he felt a reluctance to justify those v\ho a&suiiicil the nsj^ec^t of 
active assailants, from wlmtcver cause* ; while in matters of religion, viewing all 
persuasions in much the same aspect, unprejudiced himself, he felt a contempt 
for those who indulged in prejcidice, and was more inclined to censure than to 
vindicate those who acted from religious impulse. AVith alibis parlialilies, how- 
ever, let those who study the character of the author while they road his history 
recollect, that he never made literature bow to rank, that he never llattered a 
great man to obtain a favour, and that, though long poor, he was always inde- 
pendent. Of the seeming contradiction between bis life and opinions, we quote 
the following applicable remarks from the Edinburgh it c view: 

“ i*ew tilings seem more unaccountable, and indeed absurd, Ilian that riuiue 
should have taken part with high church and higli nionarcby men. The perse- 
cutions which lie sutlered in his youth from the presbyterians, may, perhaps, have 
indueiiced his ecclesiastical partialities. lUil that he should have sided with the 
'J'udors and the Stuarts against the people, seems quite inconsistent with all the 
great traits of his character. His unrivaled sagacity must have looked with 
contempt on the itreposterous arguments by which the jus divinurn was main- 
tained. His natural benevolence must have suggested the cruelty of subjecting 
the enjoyments of thousands to the caprice of one unfeeling individual : and his 
own practical independence in private life, might have taught him the value of 
those feelings which he has so mischievously derided. Mr Fox seems to have 
been struck with some surprise at this strange trait in tlie character of our philo- 
sopher. In a letter to Mr Laing he says, * He was an excellent man, and of 
great powers of mind ; but bis partiality to kings and princes is intolerable. 
Nay, it is, in my opinion, quite ridiculous : and is more like the foolish admira- 
tion which women and children sometimes have for kings, than the opinion, 
right or wrong, of a philosopher.’ ” 

It would be a vain task to enumerate the controversial attacks on Hume’s 
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Jliatory of Eng^land. Dr Hurd in liis Dialogues on the English Constitution 
stoutly combated his opinions. Miller brought the force of his strongly thinking 
mind to a consideration of' the subject at great length, but he assumed too much 
the aspect of a special pleader. Dr Birdi and Dr 'lowers entered on minute 
examinations of particular portions of the narrative, and tlie late major Cart^ 
wright, with more fancy than reason^ almost caricatured the opinions of tlnisa 
who considered that Hume had designedly painted the government of the ludors 
in arbitrary colours, to relie\e that of the Stuarts. Mr Laing appeared as the 
champion of the Scottish patriots, and Dr M*(!rie as the vindi«itor of the pros- 
byterians ; and within these few past years, two elaborate works have fully 
examined the statements and representations of Hume, — the British Empire of 
Mr Brodie, and the extremely impartial Constitutional History of Hallam. 

In the interval betwixt the publication of the first and second volumes of the 
History, Hume produced the “ Natural History of Beligion.” 'Ihis production 
is one of those which Warburton delighted to honour. In a pamphlet which 
Hume attributed to Hurd, he thus politely notices it: “ 'I he few excepted out 
of the whole race of mankind are, we see, our philosopher and his gang, with 
their pedlars' ware of matter and inotLoii, who ]»cnetrnte by their disquisitions 
into the secret structure of vegetable and animal bodies, to extract, like the 
naturalists in (Gulliver, sunbeams out of cucumbers ; just as wise a project as this 
of raising religion out of the intrigues of matter and motion. W e see what 
the man would be at, through all his disguises, and no doubt, he would be much 
mortified if we did not; though the disiovery we make, is only this, that, of all 
the slanders against revelation, this before us is the tritest, the dirtiest, and the 
most worn in the drudgery of free-thinking, not but it may pass with his friends, 
and they have my free leave to make their best of it. What 1 quote it for, is 
only to show the rancour of heart which possesses this unhappy man, and 
which could induce him to employ an insinuation against the Christian and the 
Jewish religions ; not only of no weight in itself, but of none, 1 will venture to 
say, even in his ow-n opinion.” Hume says, he ** found by Warburton ’s 
railing” that his ‘‘books were beginning to be esteemed in good company;” 
and of the particular attention which the prelate bestowed on the sceptic, such 
specimens as the following are to be found in the correspondence of the former : 
“ 1 am strongly tempted too, to have a stroke at Hume in parting. He is the 
author of a little book, called Philosophical Essays : in one of which he argues 
against the hope of a God, and in another (very needlessly you will say,) against 
the possibility of miracles. He has crowned the liberty of the press, and yet he 
has a considerable post under gcweriinient 1 have a great mind to do justice 
on his arguments against miracles, which 1 think might be done in few words. 
But does he deserve notice ? Is he known among you ? Pray answer me these 
questions ; for if his own weight keeps him down, 1 should be sorry to contri- 
bute to his advancement to any plar4$ but the pillory.”^*^ 

Of the very diderent manner in which he esteemed a calm, and a scurrilous 
critic, we have happily been able to obtain an instance, in a copy of a curious 
letter of Hume, which, although the envelope is unfortunately lost, and the 
whole is somewhat mutilated, we ciin perceive from the circumstances, to have 
been addressed to Dr John Stewart, author of an Essay on the Laws of Motion. 
It affords a singular instance of the calm and forgiving spirit of the philosopher : 
“ 1 am so great a lover of peace, that 1 am resolved to drop this matter alto- 
gether, and not to insert a syllable in the preface, which c.an have a reference to 
your essay. The truth is, 1 could take no revenge but such a one as would have 

Warburton’s works, vii. 851, 868. 

Letters from u kite Rev. Prelate, to one of his Friends, 1808, p. 11. 
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been a great deal too cruel, and much exceeding the oflence ; for though most 
authors think, that a contemptuous manner of treating their writings is but 
slightly revenged by hurting the personal character and the honour of their 
antagonists, 1 am very far from being of that opinion. Besides, as 1 am as certain 
as 1 can be of any thing, (and 1 am not such a sceptic as you may perhaps 
imagine,) that your inserting such remarkable alterations in the printed copy 
proceeded entirely from precipitancy and passion, not from any formed inten- 
tion of deceiving the society, 1 would not take advantage of such an incident, 
to throw a slur on a man of merit, whom I esteem though 1 might have reason 
to complain of him. When 1 am abused by such a fellow as Warburton, whom 
1 neither know nor care for, 1 can laugh at him. But if Dr Stewart approaches 
any way towards the same style of writing, 1 own it vexes me ; because 1 con- 
clude that some unguarded circumstani^s of my conduct, though contrary to my 
intention had given occasion to it. As to your situation with regard to lord 
Kanies, 1 am not so good a judge. 1 only know, iliat you had so much the 
better of the argument that you ought upon that account to have been more 
reserved in your expressions. All raillery ought to be avoided in philosophical 
argument, both because (it is) iinphilosopiiical, and because it cannot but be 
offensive, let it be ever so gentle. What then must we tliink with regard to so 
many insinuations of irreligion, to which lord Karnes’s paper gave not the least 
occasion ? 'J'his spirit of tlio inquisitor is, in you, the effect of passion, and what 
a cool moment would easily correct. But when it predominates in the charac- 
ter, what ravages lias it committed on reason, virtue, truth, sobriety, and every 
thing that is valuable among mankind! ” — ^We may at this period of his life con- 
shier Hume as having readied the age when the mind has entirely ceased to 
bend to circumstances, and cannot be made to alter its habits. Speaking of him 
in this advanced period of his life, an author signing himself G. N. and detailing 
some anecdotes of llume, with whom he says he was acquainted, states (in the 
Scots Magtazine), that ** his great views of being singular, and a vanity to show 
himself superior to most people, led him to advance many axioms that were dis- 
sonant to tlie opinions of otlicrs, and Jed him into sceptif;al doctrines, only to 
show how minute and puzzling they were to other folk ; in so far, that 1 have 
often seen him (in various companies, according as he saw some enthusiastic 
person tliere), combat either their religious or politiciii principles ; nay, after 
he had struck them diiiiib, take up the argument on their side, with equal good 
humour, wit, and jocoseness, all to show his pre-eniinency.” The same person 
mentions his social feelings, and the natural disposition of his temper to flow 
with the current of whatever society he was in ; and that while he never gam- 
bled he had a natural liking to whist playing, and was so accomplished a player 
as to be the subject of a shameless proposal on the part of a needy man of rank, 
for bettering their mutual fortunes, which it need not be said was repelled. 

But the lale lamented Henry McKenzie, who has attempted to embody the 
character of the sceptic in the beautiful fiction of La Koche, has drawn, from 
his intimate knowledge of character, and his great acquaintance with the philoso- 
pher, a more pleasing picture. J-lis words are, “ The unfortunate nature of his 
opinions with regard to the theoretical principles of moral and religious truth, 
never influenced his regard for men who held very opposite sentiments on those 
subjects, which he never, like some vain shallow sceptics, iiilroduced into social 
discourse ; on the contrary, when at any time the conversation tended that way, 
he was desirous rather of. avoiding any serious discussion on matters whidi he 
wished to confine to the graver and less dangerous consideration of cool philo* 
Sophy. He had, it might he said, in the language which the Grecian historian 
applies to an illustrious Homan, two minds ; one which indulged in the meta- 
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physical scepticism iviiiclt his genius could invent, but which it could not always 
disentangle ; another, simple, natural, and playful, which made his conversation 
delightful to his friends, and even frequently conciliated men whose principles of 
belief his philosophical doubts, if they had not power to shake, had grieved and 
odended. During the latter period of his life 1 was frequently in his <x)mpany 
amidst persons of genuine piety, and I never heard him venture a remark at 
which such men, or ladies — still more susceptible than men — could take oHence. 
His good nature and benevolence prevented such an injury to his bearers ; it 
was unfortunate that he often forgot what injury some of his writings might do 
to his readers.”-^ 

Hume was now a man of a very full habit, and somewhat given to indolence 
in all occupations but that of literature. An account of himself, in a letter to his 
relation Mrs Dysart may amuse from its calm pleasantry, and good humour ; 

My compliments to his solicitorship. Unfortunately 1 have not a horse at 
present to carry my fat carcase, to pay its respects to Ins superior obesity. Hut 
if be finds travelling requisite either for bis health or the <»ptain^s, we shall he 
glad to entertain him here as long as wc can do it at another’s expense, in 
hopes that we shall soon be Jible to do it at oiir own. Pray, tell the solicitor that 
1 have been reading lately, in an old author chilled Strabo, that in some cities of 
ancient Gaul, there was a fixed legal standard esUildislied for corpulency, and 
that the senate kept a measure, beyond which, if any belly presumed toiiuu’ease, 
the proprietor of that belly nas obliged to pay a fine to the public, proportion- 
able to its rolundily. ill would it fare with his worship and 1 (me), if such a 
law should pass our parliament, for 1 am afraid we are already got beyond the 
statute. 1 wonder, indeed, no harpy of the treasury has ever thought of this 
method of raising money. Taxes on luxury are always most approved of, and 
no one will say that the carrying about a portly belly is of any use or necessity. 
’I'is a mere superfluous ornament, and is a proof loo, that its proprietor enjoys 
greater plenty than he puts to a good use ; and, therefore, 'tis tit to reduce him 
to a level witii his fellow subjects, by taxes and iiiipositions. As the lean 
people arc the most active, unquiet, and ambitious, they every where govern the 
world, and may certainly op])ress the^r antagonists whenever tliey please. 
Heaven forbid that wliig and tory should ever be abolished, for then the nation 
might be split into fat and lean, and our faction 1 am afraid would be in a 
piteous taking. The only comfort is, if they oppress us very much we should 
nt last change sides with them. 1 besides, who knows if a tax were imposed on 
fatness, but some jealous divine might pretend that the church was in danger. 1 
cannot but bless the memory of Julius Cassar, for the great esteem he expressed 
for fat men, and his aversion to lean ones. All the world allows iliat the emperor 
was the greatest genius tliat ever was, and the greatest judge of mankind.” 

In the year 1750, the philosophical calm of Hume appeared in danger of 
being disturbed by the fulmiiiations of the church. I'he outcry against his 
doubting philosojdiy bec.ame loud, scepticism began to be looked on as synotii- 
mous with infidelity, and some <»f the fiercer spirits endeavoured to urge on the 
church to invade the sacred precincts of freedom of opinion. The discussion of 
the subject commenced before the committee of overtures on the 27th of May, 
and a long debate ensued, in which some were pleased to maintain, that Hume, 
not being a (Christian, was not a fit person to be judged by the venerable court. 
For a more full narrative of those proceedings, we refer to the life of Henry 
Home of Karnes, who w as subjected to the same attempt at persecution. In an 
analysis of the works of the two authors, published during the session of the 
assembly, and circulated among the members, the respectable author, with a 
21 M'Kenzie’s Life of Home, p. 20. 
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laudable anxiety to find an enemy to the religion he professed, laid down the 
following, as propositions which he would be enabled to prove were the avowed 
opinions of Mr Hume : — ** ist, All distinction between virtue and vice is merely 
imaginary — 2nd, Justice has no foundation firther than it contributes to public 

advantage — 3d, Adultery is very lawful, but sometimes not expedient 4th, 

Religion and its ministers are prejudicial to mankind, and will always be found 
either to run into the heights of superstition or enthusiasm — 5th, Christianity 
has no evidence of its being a divine revelation — 6tli, Of all the modes of (J)hris- 
tianity, popery is the best, and the reformation from thence was only the work 
of iiindinen and enthusiasts.” The overture was rejected by the committee, and 
tlie indefatigable vindicators of religion brought the matter under a diderent 
shape before the presbytery of Edinburgh, but that body very properly decided 
on several grounds, among which, not the least applicable was, to prevent their 
entering further into so abstruse and metaphysical a subject,” that it ** would be 
more for the purposes of edili(».tion to dismiss tiie process/’ 

In 1759, appeared Dr Robertson’s History of Scotland, and the similarity of 
the subjects in wliicli he and Hume were engaged, produced an interchange of 
information, and a lasting friendship, honourable to both these great men. 
Hume was singularly destitute of literary jealousy ; and of the unadected welcome 
which he gave to a work treading on his own peculiar path, we e.ould give many 
instances, did our limits permit. He never withheld a helping hand to any 
author w'ho might be considered his rival, and, excepting in one instance, never 
peevishly mentioned a living literary author in his works. The instance we 
allude to, is a remark on Mr Ty tier’s vindication of queen Mary, and referring 
the reader to a copy of it below, ^ it is right to remark, that it seems more 
dictated by contempt of the arguments, than spleen towards the person of the 
author. 

Any account of the literary society in which Tluine spent his hours of leisure 
and conviviality, would involve us in a completo literary history of Scotland 
during that period, unsuitable to a biogrtiphical dictionary. With all the emi- 
nent men of that illustrious period oJ' Scottish literature, he was eiiiirieiitly 
acquainted ; as a philosopher, and as a man of dignified and respected intellect, 
ho stood at the head of the list of great names ; but in the less ailm employments 
in which literary men of all periods ocx:upy themselves, he was somewhat shunned, 
as a person too lukewarm, indolent, and goo<l-humoured, to support literary war- 
fare. An amusing specimen of his character in this respec^t, is mentioned by 
3in^eiizie in bis life of Home. When two numbers of a periodical work, entitled 
“ The Edinhurgh Review,” were published in 1755, the bosom friends of Hume, 
who were the conductors, concealed it from him, bec;ause, “ 1 have heard,” says 
MHvenzie, that they were afraid both of his extreme good nature, and his 
extl*cmc nrtlessncss ; that, from the one, their criticisms would have been weak- 
ened, or suppressed, and, from the other, tlieir secret discovered and it was 
not till liume had repeated his astonishment that persons in Scotland beyond the 

” “ But there is H person that has written an Inquiry, historical and criliciil, into the evidence 
against Mary, queen of Scots ; and has attempted to ndule the foregoing narrative. He quotes 
a iitiiigie passage of the narrative, in which Mar> is said simply to refuse uiisweriiig; and then 
a single passage from Goodidl, in whidi she boasts simply that she will answer; and he very 
civilly, and almost directly, cidls the author a liar, on acixiunt of iliis pretended contradiction. 
That whole Inquiry, from beginning to end, is composed of such scandalous articles ; and from 
this instjince, tlie reader may judge of the cjiiidour, fair dealing, veracity, and good manners of 
the inquirer. There are, indeed, three events in our history, which may be regarded as touch- 
stones of party- men. An English whig, who asserts the reality of the popish plot; an Irish 
Catholic, who denies the massacre in Kill ; and a Scottish Jacobite, who maintains the inno- 
cence of queen Mary, must be considered us men beyond the reach of argument or reasont 
and must be left to their prejudices,” 
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sphere of the literary circle of Edinburg^h, could have produced lo able a work^ 
that he was made acquainted with the secret. In whimsical revenge of the want 
of coniidence displayed by his friends, Uume gravely maintained himself to be 
the author of a humorous work of Adam Ferguson, “ The History of Sister Peg,” 
and penned a letter to the publisher, which any person who might peruse it 
without knowing the circumstances, could not fail to consider a sincere acknow- 
ledgment Hume was a member of the Philosophical Society, which afterwards 
merged into the lioyal Society of Edinburgh, and acted as joint secretary along 
witli Dr Miinro junior. He was also a member of the illustrious Poker Club, 
and not an uncongenial one, so long as the members held their unobtrusive dis- 
cussion in a tavern, over a small quantity of claret ; but when this method of 
managing matters was abolished, and the institution merged into tlie more conse- 
quential denomination of The Select Society,^’ amidst the exertions of many 
eloquent and distinguished men, he was only remarkable, along with his friend 
Adam Smith, for having never opened his mouth. 

In I7(il, Mr Hume published the two remaining volumes of the History of 
England, treating of the period previous to the accession of the house of Tudor : 
he tells us that it was received with tolerable, and but tolerable sium'css.” 
Wliitaker, Hallam, Turner, and others, have examined their respective portions 
of this period of history with care, and pointed out the inaccuracies of Hume ; 
but the subject did not possess so much poli(ic:al interest as the later periods, 
and general readers have not been much disposed to discuss the question of bis 
general accuracy. Men such as the first name we have mentioned have attacked 
him with peevishness on local and obscure matters of antiquarian research, 
which a liistoriati can hardly be blamed for neglecting : others, however, who 
seem welbinformod, have found serious objections to Ifis accuracy. In an article 
on the Saxon Chronicle, which appeared in the Retrospective Review, by an 
apparently well-informed writer, lie is charged in these terms : “ It would be 
perfectly startling to popular credulity, should all the instances be quoted in 
which the text of Hume, in the remoter periods more especially, is at the most 
positive variance with the authorities he pretends to rest upon. In a series of 
historical inquiries which the writer of this article had some years since particu- 
lar occasion to superintend, aberrations of this kind were so frequently detected, 
that it became necessary to lay it down ns a rule never to admit a quotation 
from that popular historian, when the authorities he pretends to refer to were 
not accessible for the purpose of previous comparison and coiihrmation.” 

Hume, now pretty far advanced in life, liad formed the resolution of ending 
his days in literary retirement in his own country, when in 17 03, lie was 
solicited by the earl of Hertford to attend him on his embassy to I’aris, and 
after having declined, on a second invitation lie acc^epted the situation. In the 
full blaze of a wide-spread reputation, the philosopher was now surrounded by 
a new world of literary rivals, imitators, and admirers, and he received from a 
circle of society ever searching for what was new, brilliant, and striking, num- 
berless marks of distinction highly tlattering to his literary pride, though not 
unmixed with adectation. In some very amusing letters to his friends written 
during this period, he show's, that if he was weak enough to feel vain of these 
distinctions, he had sincerity enough to say so. 

The fashionable people of I’aris, and especially the ladies, practised on the 
patient and good-humoured philosopher every torture which their extreme 
desire to render him and themselves distinguished could dictate. ** From what 
lias been already said of him,” says lord Cliarleinont, “ it is apparent that his 
conversation to strangers, and particularly to Frenchmen, could be little de- 
lightful, and still more particularly one would suppose, to French women ; and 
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yet no lady’s toilette was complete without Hume’s attendance. At the opera, 
his broad unmeaningr face was usually seen entre deux jolts minois. The ladies 
in France gave the ton, and the ton was deism.’’ Madame D’Kpinay, who 
terms him “ (lirand et gros historiographe d’Angleterre,” mentions that it was 
the will of one of his entertainers that he should act the part of a sultan, en- 
deavouring to secure by his eloquence the adection of two beautiful female slaves. 
The pliilosoplier was accordingly whiskered, turbaned, and blackened, and 
placed on a sofa betwixt two of the most celebrated beauties of Paris. Accord- 
ing to the instructions he had received, he bent his knees, and strutik his breast, 
(or as Madame has it, ‘‘ le ventre,”) but his tongue could not be brought to as- 
sist iiis actions further than by uttering “ Eh bien ! ines demoiselles — J lIi bien ! 

vous voiJa done Eh bien ! vous voila — vous voila ici ?” exclamations which he 

repCiited until he had exhausted the patience of those he was expected to 
entertain.**^ 

In 1765, lord Hertford being appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, Mr 
Hume, according to his expectation, was appointed secretary to the embassy, 
and he officiated as charge d’atlaires, until the arrival of the duke of Hichtnond. 
Hume, who had a singular antipathy to England, and who had previously en- 
joyed himself only in the midst of his social literary circle at Edinburgh, in- 
sensibly acquired a relish for the good-humoured politeness and the gayety of 
the French, and on his return home in 1766, he left behind him a number of 
regretted friends, among whom were two celebrated females, the niandiioness 
De llarbantane and the countess De Boufflers, who conducted a friendly, and 
even extremely intimate correspondeiiiMi with the philosopher to the day of his 
death.* ‘ 

In the order of time we come now to the discussion of an incident connected 
with his residence on the continent, which forms a very remarkable epoch in 
the life of Hume, — we mean his controversy with llousseau. Before making 
any statements, however, it is right to warn our readers, that an account of this 
iiiemornble transaction, sufficient to give him an acquaintance with all its 
peculiarities, would exceed our limits, which permit of but a slight glance at the 
incidents, and that indeed it is quite impossible to form a conception of the 
grotesqueness of some of the incidents, and the peculiarities of character so 
vividly displayed, without a perusal of the original docuinerits, which are easily 
accessible, and will well repay the trouble of perusal. 

When in 1762, the parliament of Paris issued an arret against llousseau, on 
account of his opinions, Hume was applied to by a friend in Paris to discover 
for him a retreat in England ; Hume willingly undertook a task so congenial, 
but it did not suit the celebrated exile at that time to take advantage of his of- 
fer. llousseau, taking every opportunity to complain of the misfortunes he suf- 
fered, the transaction with Hume w'as again set on foot at the instigation of the 
marcdiioness Ue Verdlin ; Hume wrote to Rousseau, oflering his services, and 
the latter returned him an answer overflowing with extravagant gratitude. 
Rousseau had, it appeared, discovered an ingenious method of making himself 
interesting : he pretended extreme poverty, and had oilers of assistance repeated- 
ly made him, which he publicly and disdainfully refused, while he had in reality 
as Hume afterwards discovered, resources sufficient to provide for his support. 
In pure simplicity, Hume formed several designs for imposing on Rousseau’s ig- 
norance of the world, and establishing him comfortably in life, without allowing 
him to know that he was assisted by others ; and the plan finally concluded and 
acted on was, that he should be comfortably boarded in the mansion of Mr 

^ Memoirs et CorruspoiularM'e de Madame D’Epiiiay, iii. 284. 

** General Corre8|)ondeiice of David Hume, 4to, 1828, passim. 
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Davenport, at Wooton, in the county of Derby, a gentleman who kindly under- 
took to lull the suspicions of the irritable philosopher by accepting of a remun- 
eration aniouiiting to jl^30 a year. Housseau arrived in London, and appearing 
ill public in his Armenian dress, excited much notice, both from the public in 
general, and from literary men. Hume, by his interest with the government 
obtained for him a pension of £100 a year, which it suited those in authority 
to wish should be kept secret. Rousseau expressed much satisfaction at this 
condition, but he afterwards declined the grant, hinting at the secrecy as an 
impediment to his acceptance of it ; liis zealous friend procured the removal of 
this impediment, and the pension was again offered, but its publicity adbrded a 
far more gratifying opportunity of refusal. Immediately after he had re- 
tired to Wooton, with his housekeeper and his dog, nothing occurred appar- 
ently to infringe his amimble intercourse with Hume; but that individual was 
little awnro of the storm in preparation. The foreign philosopher began to dis- 
cover the interest of his first appeiirance in Britain subsiding. He was not in 
a place where he could be followed by crowds of w'ondering admirers, the press 
was lukewarm and regardless, and sometimes ventured to bestow on him a sneer, 
and above all no one sought to persecute him. The feelings which these un- 
pleasing circumstances occasioned, appear to have been roused to sudden action 
by a sarcastic letter in the name of the king of Prussia, of which Rousseau pre- 
sumed D^ Alembert to have been the author, but which was claimed by Horace 
Walpole, and which made the circle of the European journals ; and by an anony- 
mous critique of a somewhat slighting nature, which had issued fnun a Jh’itish 
magazine, but which appears not to have been remarked or inuc|i known at the 
period. Of these two productions it pleased Rousseau to presume David Hume 
the instigator, and he immediately framed in his mind tlie idea of a black pro- 
ject for his ruin, countenanced and devised by his benefactor under the mask of 
friendship. Rousseau then wrote a fierce letter to Hume, charging hiiii in 
somewhat vague terms with a number of horrible designs, and in the general 
manner of those who bring accusations of unutterable things, reterring him to 
his own guilty breast for a more full explanation. Hume naturally requested a 
farther explanation of the meaning of this ominous epistle, and he received in 
answer a narrative which occupies forty printed pages. It were vain to enum- 
erate the subjects of complaint in this celebrated uofaiment. There was an ac- 
cusation of terrible alfectation on the part of Hume, in getting a portrait of the 
unfortunate exile engraved ; he had insulted him by procuring dinners to be 
sent to his lodgings in London, (a circumstance which Hume accounted for on 
the ground of there having been no convenient chop house in the neighbour- 
hood.) He had also flattered him (an attention which Hume maintains was not 
unacceptable at the period,) with a deep laid malignity. Hume had also 
formed a plan of opening all his lettei's, and examining his correspondence, 
(an accusation which Hume denied.) Hume was intimate with the son of an in- 
dividual who entertained towards Rousseau a nioiial hatred. A narrative of the 
treatment which Rousseau had met with at Neufchatcl, and which he wished to 
have published in England, was delayed at the press ; but we shall give in 
Rousseau’s own words (as translated) the most deadly article of the charge, pre- 
mising, that the circumstances were occasioned by Hume’s having attempted to 
impose on him a coach hired and payed for, as a retour vehicle : — “ As we 
were sitting one evening, after supper, silently by the fire-side, I caught his eye 
intently fixed on mine, as indeed happened very often ; and that in a manner 
of which it is very difficult to give an idea. At that time he gave me a stead- 
fast, piercing look, mixed with a sneer, which greatly disturbed me. To get 
rid of the embarrassment 1 lay under, 1 endeavoured to look full at him in my 
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turn ; but in fixing my eyes against his, I felt the most inexpressible terror, 
and was obliged soon to turn them away. The speech and physiognomy of the 
good David is that of an honest man ; but where, great God ! did this good man 
borrow those eyes he fixes so sternly and unaccountably on those of his friends? 
The impression of this look remained with me, and gave me much uneasiness. 
My trouble increased even to a degree of fainting ; and if 1 had not been re- 
lieved by an effusion of tears 1 had been suffocated. Presently after this I was 
seized with the most violent remorse ; 1 even despised myself ; till at length, in 
a transport, which 1 still remember with delight, 1 sprang on his neck, 
embraced him eagerly, while almost choked with sobbing, and bathed in tears, 
1 cried out in broken acM^nts, No, no, David Hume cannot be treacherous. If 
he be not the best of men, he must be the basest of mankind. David Hume 
politely returned my embraces, and, gently tapping me on the back, repeated 
several times, in a good-natured and easy tone. Why, what, my dear sir ! nay, 
my dear sir ! Oh, my dear sir! He said nothing more. 1 felt my heart yearn 
within me. We went to bed ; and I set out the next day for the country.” 

The charge terminates with accusing Hume of wilful blindness, in not being 
aware, from the neglect with which Rousseau treated him, that the blackness of 
his heart had been discovered. Soon after the controversy w'as terminated, a 
ludicrous account of its amusing circumstances was given to the public ; the ex- 
treme wit, and humorous pungency of which will excuse our insertion of it, 
while we may also mention, that with its air of raillery, it gives an extremely 
correct abstract of the charge of Rousseau. It is worthy of remark, that the 
terms made use of show the author to have been colloquially acquainted with the 
technicalities of Scottish law, although it is not likely that a professional person 
would have introduced terms applicable only to civil transactions, into the model 
of a criminal indictment. We have found this production in the Scots Maga- 
zine. Mr Ritchie says it appeared in the St .Tames’s Chronicle : in which it may 
have been first published, we do not know. 

HEADS OF AN INDICTMENT LAID BY J. J. ROUSSEAU. PHILOSOPHER, AGAINST 

D. HUME, £8(j. 

1. That the said David Hume, to the great scandal of philosophy, and not 
having the fitness of things before his eyes, did concert a plan with Messrs 
Froachin, Voltaire, and D^Alembert, to ruin the said J. J. Rousseau for ever by 
bringing him over to England, and there settling him to his heart’s content. 

2. That the said David Hume did, with a malicious and traitorous intent, 
procure, or cause to.be procured, by himself or somebody else, one pension of 
the yearly value of £100, or thereabouts, to be paid to the said J, J. Rousseau, 
on account of his being a philosopher, either privately or publicly, as to him 
the said J. J. Rousseau should seem meet. 

3. That the said David Hume did, one night after lie left Paris, put the said 
J. J. Rousseau in bodily fear, by talking in his sleep ; although the said J. J. 
Rousseau doth not know whether the said David Hume was really asleep, or 
whether he shammed Abraham, or what he meant. 

4. That, at another time, as the said David Hume and the said J. J. Rousseau 
were sitting opposite each other by the fire-side in London, he the said David 
Hume did look at him, the said J. J. Rousseau, in a manner o^ which it is dif- 
ficult to give any idea ; that he the said J. J. Rousseau, to get iTd of the embar- 
rassment he was under, endeavoured to look full at him, the said David Hume, 
in return, to try if he could not stare him out of countenance ; but in fixing his 
eyes against his, the said David Hume's, he felt the most inexpressible terror* 
end was obliged to turn them away, insomuch that the said J. J. Rousseau doUi 
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in his heart think and believe, as much as he believes anything, that he the said 
David Hume is a certain composition of a white-witch and a rattle-snake. 

5. That the said David Hume on the same evening, after politely returning 
the embraces of him, the said J. J. Rousseau, and gently tapping him on the 
back, did repeat several times, in a good-natured, easy tone, the words, “ Why, 
what, my dear sir! Nay, my dear sir! Oh my dear sir!” — From whence the 
said J. J. Rousseau doth conclude, as he thinks upon solid and sufiiGieiit grounds, 
that he the said David Hume is a traitor ; albeit he, the said J. J. Rousseau doth 
acknowledge, that the physiognomy of the good David is that of an honest man, 
all but those terrible eyes of his, which he must have borrowed ; but he the said 
J. J. Rousseau vows to (vod he cannot cont^eive from whom or what. 

6. That the said David Hume hath more inquisitiveness about him than be- 
cometh a philosopher, and did never let slip an opportunity of being alone with 
the governante of him the said J. J. Rousseau. 

7. That the said David Hume did most atrociously and flagitiously put him 
the said J. J. Rousseau, philosopher, into a passion ; as knowing tliat then he 
would be guilty of a number of absurdities. 

6. That the said David Hume must have published Mr Walpole's letter in 
the newspapers, because, at that time, there was neither man, woman, nor child 
in the island of Great Rritain, but the said David Hume, the said J. J. Rousseau, 
and the printers of the several newspapers aforesaid. 

9. That somebody in a certain magazine, and somebody else in a certnin 
newspaper, said something against him the said John James Rousseau, which he, 
the said J. J. Rousseau, is persuaded, for the reason above mentioned, could he 
nobody but the said David Hume. 

1 0. That the said J. J. Rousseau knows, that he, the said David Hume, did open 
and peruse the letters of him the said J. J. Rousseau, because he one day saw 
the said David Hume go out of the room after his own servant, who had at that 
time a letter of the said J. J. Rousseau's in his hands ; which must have been in 
order to take it from the servant, open it, and read the contents. 

11. That the said David Hume did, at the instigation of the devil, in a most 
wicked and unnatural manner, send, or cause to be sent, to the lodgings of him, 
the said J. J. Rousseau, one dish of beef steaks, thereby meaning to insinuate, 
that he the said J. J. Rousseau was a beggar, and came over lo England to ask 
alms : whereas, be it known to all men by these presents, that he, the said John 
James Rousseau, brought with him the means of sustenance, and did not come 
with an empty purse ; as he doubts not but he can live upon his labours, with 
the assistance of his friends; and in short can do better without the said David 
Hume than with him. 

12. That besides all these facts put together, the said J. J, Rousseau did not 
like a c.ertain appearance of things on the whole. 

Rousseau, with his accustomed activity on such occasions, loudly repented his 
complaints to the world, and filled the ears of his friends with the villany of his 
seeming benefactor. The method which Hume felt himself compelled to adopt 
for his own justification was one which proved a severe punishment to liis op- 
ponent ; he published the correspondence, with a few explanatory observations, 
and was ever aftowards silent bn the subject. Some have thought that he ought 
to have remained silent from the commencement, and that such was his wish 
we have ample proof from his correspondence at that period, but to have con- 
tinued so in the face of the declarations of his enemy, he must have been more 
than human ; and the danger which his fame incurred from the acts of a man 
who had the means of making what he said respected, will at least justify him. 
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Hume had returifed to Edinburgh with the renewed intention of Uiere 
spending his days in retirement, and in the affluence which his frugality, perse- 
verance, genius, and good conduct had acquired for him; but in 1765, at the 
solicitation of general Conway, he acted for that gentleman as an under- 
secretary of state. It is probable that he did not make a better under>secretary 
than most men of equally diligent habits might have done, and nothing occurs 
worthy of notice during his tenure of that office, which he resigned in January, 
1768, when general Conway resigned his secretaryship. 

We have itothing to record from tliis period till we come to the closing scene 
of the philosopher’s life. In the spring of 1775, he was struck with a disorder 
of the bowels, which he soon became aware brought with it the sure prognosti- 
cation of a speedy end. I now,” he says reckon upon a speedy dissolution. 
I have suffered very little pain from my disorder ; and what is more strange, 
have, notwithstanding the great decline of my person, never suflered a moment's 
abatement of my spirits, insomuch, that were I to name the period of my life, 
which 1 should most choose to pass over again, I might be tempted to point to 
this latter period. 1 possess the same ardour as ever in study, and the same 
gayoty in company. 1 consider, besides, that a man of sixty-five, by dying, 
cuts offfndy a few years of infirmities, and though 1 see many symptoms of my 
literary reputation breaking out at last with additional lustre, 1 know that I 
could have but few years to enjoy it. It is difficult to be more detached from 
life than 1 am at present.” 

The entreaties of his friends prevailed on Hume to make a last effort to re- 
gain his health, by drinking the Bath waters, and he left Edinburgh for that 
purptMse ill the month of April, after having prepared his will, and written the 
memoir <»f himself, so often referred to. As he passed through Morpeth, he 
met bis aflectioiiate friends John Home the poet and Adam Smith, who had 
come from London for the purpose of attending him on his journey, and who 
would have passed him had they not seen his servant standing at the inn door. 
'I'lie meeting of these friends must have been melancholy, for they were strongly 
attached to each other, and tlie intimacy betwixt the philosopher and the 
enthusiastit; poet Home, seemed to have been strengthened by the striking con- 
trast of their temperaments. The intercourse of the triends on tlieir journey was 
supported by Hume with cheerfulness, and even with gayety ; and he never 
morosely alluded to his prospects of dissolution. On one occasion, when Home 
was officiously preparing his pistols, (for he was usually inspired with a mili- 
tary eiitlnisiasiii,) Hume said to him, “ you shall have your humour, John, and 
fight with as many highwaymen as you please, for 1 have too little of life left to 
be an object worth saving.” Of this journey a journal was found among the 
papers of Home, in the handwriting of the poet, which has been fortunately 
given to the world by Mr McKenzie. Hegretting that we cannot quote the whole 
of this interesting document, we give a characteristic extract. 

“ Newcastle, Wednesday^ 2ii7t Aprile, 

** Mr Hume not quite so well in the morning ; says, that he had set out merely 
to please his friends ; that he would go on to please them ; that Ferguson and 
Andrew Stuart, (about whom we had been talking) were answerable for short- 
ening his life one week a piece ; fur, says he, you will allow Xenophon to be 
good authority ; and he lays it down, that suppose a man is dying, nobody has 
a right to kill him. He set out in this vein, and continued all the stage in this 
cheerful and talking humour. It was a fine day, and we went on to Durham — 
from that to Dailin^on, where we passed the night 

** In the evening Mr Hume thinks himself more easy and light than he has 
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been any time for three months. In the course of our coiiversation we touched 
upon the national adairs. He still maintains^ that the national debt must be 
the ruin of Britain, and laments that the two most civilized nations, the British 
and French, should be on the decline ; and the barbarians, the Goths and 
Vandals of Germany and Russia, should be rising in power and renown. The 
French king, he says, has ruined the state by recalling the parliaments. Mr 
Hume thinks that there is only one man in France fit to be minister, (the arch-* 
bishop of Toulouse,) of the family of Brienne. He told me some curious anec- 
dotes with regard to this prelate, that he composed and corrected without 
writing ; that Mr Hume had heard him repeat an elegant oration of an hour 
and a quarter in length* which he had never written. Mr Hume talking with 
the princess Beauvais about French policy, said that he knew but one man in 
France capable of restoring its greatness ; the lady said she knew one too, and 
wished to hear if it was the same ; they accordingly named eacli their man, and 
it was this i>relate.” 

The journey had the effect of partly alleviating Mr Hume’s disorder, but it 
returned with renewed virulence. While his strength permitted such an at- 
tempt, he called a meeting of his literary friends to partake with him of a fare- 
well dinner. The invitation sent to Dr Blair is extant, and is in tliese terms : 

Mr John Hume, alias Home, alias the late lord conservator, alias the late 
minister of the gospel at Athelstaneford, has calculated matters so as to arrive 
infallibly with his friend in St David’s Street, on Wednesday evening. He has 
asked several of Dr Blair’s friends to dine with him tlierc on 'rhursday, being 
the 4th of July, and begs the favour of the doctor to make one of the number.” 
Subjoined to the card there is this note, in Dr Blair’s haiid writing, Mem, 
This the last note received from David Hume. He died v>n the 25Lh of Au- 
gust, 1776.” This mournful festival, in honour as it were of the departure of 
the most esteemed and illustrious member of their brilliant circle, was attended 
by loi*d Elibank, Adam Smith, Dr Blair, Dr Black, professor Ferguson, and 
John Home. On Sunday the 2Gth August, 1776, Mr Hume expired. Of tlie 
manner of his death, after the beautiful picture which has been drawn of the 
event by his friend Adam Smith, we need not enlarge. I'he calmness of his 
last moments, unexpected by many, was in every one’s mouth at the period, and 
it is still well known. He was buried on a point of rock overhanging the old 
town of Edinburgh, now surrounded by buildings, but then bare and wild — the 
spot he had himself chosen for the purpose. A conflict betwixt a vague horror 
at his imputed opinions, and respect for the individual who had passed among 
them a life so irreproachable, created a sensation among the populace of Edin- 
burgh, and a crowd of people attended the body to its grave, which for some 
time was an object of curiosity. According to bis request, Hume’s Dialogues on 
Natural Religion were published after his death, a beautifully classic piece of 
composition, bringing us back to the days of Cicero. It treats of many of the 
speculations propounded in his other works. 

HUME, Patrick, first earl of Marchinont, a distinguished patriot and states* 
man, was born, January 13th, 1641. His original place in society was that of 
the laird of Folwarth, in Berwickshire, being the eldest son of Sir Patrick Hume 
of Polwarth, the representative of an old baronial family, by Christian Hamil- 
ton, daughter of Sir Alexander Hamilton of Innerwick. The subject of our 
memoir succeeded his father in 1648, while as yet a mere child; and was 
accordingly indebted to his excellent mother for the better part of his early 
education. He appears to have been, by her,' brought up in the strictest tenets 
of the presbyterian religion, which flourished, without any constraint upon its 
private exercise, daring all his early years, till it was discountenanced by govern- 
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ment after the Restoration. Sir Patrick, however, was not only an admirer of 
the form of worship enjoined by that religious system, but a aealous maintainor 
of its pretensions to a divine right, as the only true church of Christ ; and this^ 
it is said, was what first inspired him with the feelings of a patriot Having 
been sent to parliament in 1665, as representative of the county of Berwick, he 
soon distinguished himself by the opposition which he gave, along with the duke 
of Hamilton and others, to the headlong measures of the government In 1673, 
the king sent a letter to parliament desiring a levy of soldiers and money to 
support them, and the duke of Lauderdale moved that it be referred to the lords 
of the articles, who were always at the beck of goveriiinent. This proposal, 
thougli strictly in accordance with the custom of the Scottish parliament, was 
opposed by the duke of Hamilton, who asserted that the royal wishes ought to 
be considered by the whole assembled representatives of the nation. On Sir 
Patrick Ilume expressing his concurrence with the duke, he was openly pointed 
out to parliament by Lauderdale, as a dangerous person. Hereupon, Sir Patrick 
said, he hoped this was a free parliament, and it concerned all the members to be 
free in what concerned the nation.’^ In the ensuing year, he was one of tliose 
who went with the duke of Hamilton to lay the grievances of the nation before 
the king, whose delusive answer to their application is well known. It was not 
possible that a person who maintained so free a spirit in such an age could long 
escape trouble. In 1675, having remonstrated against the measure for establish- 
iiig garrisons to keep down the people, he was committed by the privy council 
to the tolbooth of lOd inburgh, as a factious person, and one who had done 
that which might usher in confusion.” After suHering conhnement for six 
months in Stirling castle, he was liberated through the intercession of friends, 
but not long after was again conHned, and altogether suffered imprisonment for 
about two years. The order for his liberation, dated 17th April, 1679, states 
that ** he had been imprisoned for reasons known to his majesty, and tending to 
secure the public peace and adds, ** the occasions of suspicion and public 
jealousy being over, he is ordered to be liberate.” To continue our irieinoir in 
the w'ords of Jllr (George Cravvfurd,^ who had received information from Sir 
Patrick’s own mouth, Finding after this that the ministers of state were most 
earnestly set on his destruction, and that he could not live in security at home, 
he went to England, and entered into a strict friendship with the duke of 
Monmouth, the earl of Shaftesbury, and the lord Russel, who was his near relo^ 
tion. With them he often met, and had many conferences on the state of Scot- 
land, and what might be done there to secure the kingdom from popery and 
arbitrary power, in the event of a popish successor. But, as his lordship pro* 
tested to me, there never passed among them the least intimation of any design 
against the king’s life, or the duke of York’s ; that was what they all had an 
abhorrence of. But he said, he thought it was lawful for subjects, being under 
such pressures, to try how they might be relieved from them ; and tlieir design 
never went further.” 

Notwithstanding the pure intentions of this little band of patriots, the govern- 
ment, as is well known, w^as able to fasten upon them the charge of having 
conspired the deaths of the king and his brother ; and to this infamous accusa- 
tion, lord Russell fell a victim in England, and Mr Baillie of Jervis wood, in 
Scotland. It was on the 24th of December, 1684, tliat the latter individual 
suffered ; before that time, Sir Patrick Hume, though conscious of innocence, 
had gone into hiding, being justihed in that step by a degree of personal 
inhriuity, which unfitted him for enduring imprisonment The place selected for 
his concealment was the sepulchral vault of his family, underneath the parl&h 
‘ Lives and Characters of the Officers of the Crown, and of the State in Scotland. 
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church of Polwailh, about two miles from Redbraes castle, the house in which 
he generally resided. Here he lived for many weeks of the autumn of 1684^ 
without fire and hardly any light, and surrounded by the ghastly objects which 
usually furnish forth such a scene. He was enabled, however, by the firmness 
of his own mind, and the affections of his amiable family, to suffer this dreary 
self-imprisonment without shrinking. No one knew of his concealment but his 
family, and one ** Jamie Winter,” a carpenter, of whose fidelity they had good 
reason to be assured. Having been provided with a bed through the aid of this 
humble friend, Sir Patrick depended for food and other necessaries upon the 
heroic devotedness of his daughter Grizel, who, though only tw'elve years of age, 
nightly visited this dismal scene, without manifesting the least agitation either on 
account of real or imaginary dangers. Supported by such means. Sir Patrick 
never lost his cheerfulness of temper, but, on the contrary, could laugh heartily at 
any little incident detailed to him by his daughter. I'he noble child had no other 
means of obtaining his food, except by secreting part of what she had upon her 
own plate at the family meals. Her having one day secured an entire sheep’s- 
head, which her younger brother Alexander thought she had swallowed in a 
moment, supplied one of those domestic jests with whicJi the fugitive father was 
entertained. While in this lonely pLa<^, Sir Patrick had no other reading than 
Buchanan’s psalms, which he conned so thoroughly, that he ever after had the 
most of them by heart. As the winter advanced, lady Polwarth contrived a 
retreat underneath the floor of a low apartment at Redbraes, and thinking that 
this might serve to concetil her husband in the event of any search taking place, 
had liim removed to his own house, where he accordingly lived for some time, 
till it was found one morning, that the place designed for concealment, had 
become half filled with water. 

Warned by this incident, and by the execution of his friend Mr Baillie, he 
resolved to remain no longer in his native country. It was projected that he 
should leave the house next morning in disguise, attended by his grieve or farm- 
overseer, John Allan, who was instructed to give out that he was going to attend 
a horse-market at Morpeth. The party stole away by night, and had proceeded 
a considerable distance on their way, when Sir Patrick, falling into a reverie, 
parted company with his attendant, and did not discover the mistake till he found 
himself on the banks of the Tweed. This, however, was a most fortunate misad- 
venture, for, soon after his parting with Allan, a company of soldiers that had 
been in search of him at Redbraes, and followed in the expectation of overtaking 
him, came up, and would have inevitably discovered and seized him, if he had not 
been upon another track. On learning what had happened, he dismissed his 
servant, and, leaving the main-road, reached London through bye-ways. On 
this journey he represented himself as a surgeon, a character which he could 
have supported efiectually, if culled upon, as he <^ried a case of lancets, and 
was acquainted with their use. From London he found his way to France, and 
thence after a short stay, walked on foot to Binissels, intending to converse with 
the duke of Monmouth. Finding the duke had gone to the Hague, he pro- 
ceeded to Holland, but did not immediately obtain a conference with that ill- 
fated nobleman. lie had an audience, however, of the prince of Orange, who, 

looking on him (to use the words of Crawfurd,) as a confessor for the protes- 
tont religion, and the liberties of his country, treated him with a very particular 
respect” 

On the death of Charles 11. , in February, 1685, and the accession of the duke 
of York, whose attachment to the catholic faith rendered him, in their eyes, 
unfit to reign, the British refugees in Holland concerted two distinct but relative 
expeditious, for the salvation of the protestaut leligion, and to maintain tlie 
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natural and native riglits and liberties of tlie free people of Britain and Ireland, 
and all the legal fences of society and property there established.” One of these 
expeditions was to land in England, under the duke of Monmouth, whose prose- 
cution of his own views upon the crown, under the favour of the protestan^ 
interest, is well known. The other was to be under the conduct of the earl of 
Argyle, and was to land in Scotland, where it was expected that an army would 
be formed in the first place from his lordship's Highland retainers, and speedily 
cnfonxsd by the malcontents of Ayrshire, and other parts of the Lowlands. Sir 
Patrick Hume has left a memoir respecting the latter enterprise, from which it 
clearly appears that Monmouth gave distinct pledges (afterwards lamentably 
broken,) as to the deference of his own personal views to the sense of the party in 
general, — and also that Argyle acted throughout the whole preparations, and in 
the expedition itself, with a wilfulness, self-seeking, and want of energy, which 
wore but poorly compensated by the general excellence of his motives, and the 
many worthier points in bis character. Sir Patrick Hume and Sir John Cocli- 
rane of Ochiltree, alike admirable for the purity and steadiness of their political 
views, were next in command, or at least in the ac'Jual conduct of affairs, to the 
earl. The sword of the former gentleman is still preserved, and bears upon 
both sides of its blade, the following inscription in German : 

** Got bewarr dicaufrcchte Schotton,” 

that is, God preserve the righteous Scots. It was not destined, however, that 
fortune should smile on this enterprise. The patriots sailed on the 2nd of May, 
in three small vessels, and on the 6th arrived near Kirkwall in the Orkney 
islands. The imprudent landing of two gentlemen, who were detained by the 
bishop, served to alarm llie government, so that when the expedition reached 
tiie country of Argyle, be found that all liis friends, upon whom he depended, 
had been placed under arrest at the capitaL After trlding away several weeks 
in his own district, and affording time to the government to collect its forces, 
he formed the resolution of descending upon Glasgow. Meanwhile, Sir I’atrick 
Hume and others were forfaulted, their estates confiscated, and a high reward 
offered for their apprehension. While Argyle was lingering at Hothesay, Sir 
Patrick conducted the descent of a foraging party upon Greenock, and, though 
opposed by a party of militia, succeeded in his object. Allowing as largely as 
could be demanded for the personal feelings of this gentleman, it would really 
appear from his memoir that the only judgment or vigour displayed in the whole 
enterprise, resided in himself and Sir John Cochrane. When the earl finally 
resolved at Kilpatrick to give up the appearance of an army, and let each man 
shift for himself, these two gentlemen conducted a party of less than a hundred 
men across the Clyde, in the face of a superior force of the enemy, and were 
able to protect themselves till they reached Muirdykes. Here they were assailed 
by a large troop of cavalry, and were compelled each man to fight a number of 
personal contests in order to save his own life. Yet, by a judicious disposition of 
their little force, and the most unflinching bravery and perseverance, Hume and 
Cochrane kept their ground till night, when, apprehending the approach of a 
larger body of foot, they stole away to an unfrequented part of the country, 
where they deliberately dispersed. 

Sir Patrick Hume found protection for three weeks, in the house of Mont- 
gomery of Lainshaw, where, or at Kilwinning, it would appear tliat he wrote 
the memoir above alluded to, which was first printed in Mr Rose’s observations 
on Fox’s historical work, and latterly in the Marchmont papers, (1831.) The 
better to confound tlie search made for him, a report of his death was circulated 
by his friends. Having escaped by a vessel from the west coast, he proceeded 
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by Dublin to Bourdeaux, where we find he was on the 15th of November. He 
now resumed his surgical character, and passed under the name of Dr Peter 
IVallace. Early in 1686, he appears to have proceeded by Geneva to Holland, 
where his family joined him, and they resided together at Utrecht for three 
years. The picture of this distressed, but pious and cheerful family, is very 
afiectingly given by lady Murray, in the well-known memoirs of her mother, lady 
Ghrizel Baillie. They were reduced to such straits through the absence of all 
regular income, that lady Hume could not keep a servant, and Sir Patrick was 
obliged — ^but this must have been a labour of love — to teach his own children. 
They were frequently compelled to pawn their plate, to provide the necessaries of 
life until a fresh supply reached them. Yet, even in this distress, their house 
was ever open to the numerous refugees who shared in their unhappy fate. Not 
forgetting political objects. Sir Patrick, in 1688, wrote a letter powerful in 
style and arguments, to put the presbyterian clergy in Scotland on their guard 
against the insidious toleration which king .Tames proposed for the purpose of 
efiecting the ascendancy of popery. In this document, which has been printed 
among the Marchmont papers by Sir G. 11. Hose, we find him giving an animated 
picture of the prince of Orange, whom he already contemplated as the future 
deliverer of his country, and no doubt wished to point in that character to the 
attention of Scotsmen ; ** one,” says he, bred a Calvinist, who, for religious 
practice, excels most men so high in quality, and is equal to the' most part of 
whatever rank of the sincere and serious in that communion ; for virtue and 
good morals beyond many ; those infirmities natural to poor mankind, and con- 
sistent with seriousness in religion, breaking out as little, either for degree or 
frequency, from him, as from most part of good men, and not one habitual to 
him : one of a mild and courteous temper ; of a plain, ingenuous, and honest 
nature ; of a humane, gay, and afiable carriage, without any token of pride or 
disdain ; one educated and brought up in a republic as free as any in the world, 
and inured to the freedom allowed by and possessed in it. Ills greatest enemy, 
if he know him, or my greatest enemy, if he read this, must find his own (con- 
science witnessing to his face, that what 1 have said is truth, and that 1 am one 
of more w'orth tlian to sully my argument with a flaunting hyperbole even in 
favour of a prince.” The modern reader, who is acquainted with the picture 
usually drawn of the same personage by the English historians, will probably be 
startled at the gayety and affability here attributed to the prince ; but, besides 
the unavoidable prapossession of Sir Patiidc for a person who, it would appear, 
had treated him kindly, and stoo<l in the most endearing relation to all his 
favourite objects in religion and politics, it must be allowed that, at an age 
which might be called youth (thirty-eight), and previous to his undertaking the 
heavy and ungrateful burden of royalty in Britain, William might have been 
better entitled to such a description than he was in the latter part of his life. 

Before this time, the eldest son of Sir Patrick Hume, and his future son-in-law 
Baillie, had obtained commissions in the horse-guards of the pnnee of Orange, 
in whose expedition to England all three soon after took a part These gentle- 
men were among those who sufiered in the storm by which a part of the princess 
fleet was disabled ; tliey had to return to port with the loss of all their luggage, 
which, in the existing state of their affairs, was a very severe misfortune. The 
little party appears to have speedily refitted and accompanied the prin(*.e at his 
landing in Devonshire, as we find 8ir Patrick writinj^ a diary of the progress to 
London, in which he seems to have been near the prince all the way from Exeter. 
In the deliberations held at London respecting the settlement of the new govern- 
ment, Sir Patrick bore a conspicuous part ; but it was in Scotland that his sseal 
and judgment found a proper field of display. In the convention parliament. 
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which sat down at Edinburgh, March 14, 1689, he appenred aa representative 
«if the county of Berwick ; and, an objection being i^e on the eeore of his 
forfaulture, he was unanimously voted a member by the house. The decision of 
this assembly in favour of a settlement of the crown upon William and Ids con- 
sort Mary, soon followed. 

The career of public service was now opened to the subject of our memoir, at 
a period of life when his judgment must have been completely matured, and 
after he had proved, by many years of suffering under a tyrannical government, 
how worthy he was to obtain honours under one of a liberal complexion. In 
July, 1690, his attainder was rescinded by act of parliament; he was soon 
after sworn a member of the privy council ; and in December, 1690, he was 
created a peer by the title of lord Polwarth. The preamble of the patent is a 
splendid testimony to the eminent virtues he had displayed in asserting the 
rights and religion of his country. King William at the same time vouchsafed 
to him an addition to his armorial bearings, an orange proper ensigned, with 
an imperial crown, to be placed in a surtout in his coat of arms in all time 
coming, as a lasting mark of his majesty’s royal favour to the family of Polwarth, 
and in commemoration of his lordship's great affection to his said majesty.” 

From this period, the life of lord Polwarth is chiefly to be found in the his- 
tory of bis country. He was appointed in 1692, to be principal sberiif of Ber- 
wickshire, and in 1693, to be one of the four extraordinary lords of session. 
Though there is no trace of his having been bred to the law, his conduct in 
these tuo employments is said to have been without blemish. His reputation, 
indeed, for decisions conformable to the laws, for sagacity and soundness of 
judgment, is, perhaps, one of the most remarkable parts of the brilliant fame 
which he has left behind him. In 1696, he attained the highest oflice in Scot- 
land, that of lord chancellor, and in less than a year after, he was promoted in 
the peerage by the titles, earl of Marchmont, viscount of Blassonberry, lord 
Polwarth, .Kedbraes, and Greenlaw, to him and to his heirs male whatsoever. 
He was soon after named one of the commission of the treasury and admiralty ; 
and in 1698 was appointed lord high commissioner to represent the king’s per- 
son in the parliament which met at Edinburgh in July of that year. To pur- 
sue the words of Sir George Hose, who gives a sketch of the life of the earl in 
his preface to the Marchmont papers, ** his correspondence with king William 
and his ministers, whilst he exercised these high functions, exhibits an earnest 
and constant desire to act, and to advise, as should best promote at once the 
honour of his master and benefactor, and the weal of the state ; and be bad the 
good fortune to serve a prince, who imposed no duties upon him which brought 
into conflict his obligations to the sovereign and to his country.” 

The earl of Marchmont was acting as commissioner at the General Assembly 
of 1702, when the death of his affectionate sovereign interrupted the proceedings, 
and plunged him into the deepest grief. He was appointed by queen Anne to 
continue to preside over the assembly till the conclusion of its proceedings ; but 
the principles of this great man were too rigid to allow of his long continuing 
in office under the new government. In his letter to queen Anne, written on 
the death of king William, he was too little of a courtier to disguise the feeliz^ 
which possessed him as a man, although he roust have known that every uvaed 
he used in admiration or lamentation of her predecessor must have been 
grating to her ears. In the first session of the parliament after her accession, 
he presented to it an act for the abjuration of the pretender ; and, though it was 
in conformity to, and in imitation of the English act passed immediately on her 
ascending the throne, and was read a first time, the high coromissiofier a^oiinied 
the house in order to stop the measure. In a memorial to the queen of the lit 
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of July, 1702, {Marchmont Papers) will be found a full vindication of liis con- 
duct in this matter, and a statement of that held by his friends, and the com- 
missioner, the duke of Queensberry, differing essentially from Lockhart’s. He 
was on this dismissed from his offic.e of chancellor, the place being conferred on 
the earl of Seafield. 

Having thus sacrificed his ofBce to his principles, he pursued the latter in 
the ensuing parliaments with the consistency and fervour which might have been 
expected from such a man. The protestant succession in the house of Hanover, 
and the union of the two divisions of the island under one legislature, were the 
two objects on which he now centered his attention and energies. It is hardly 
necessary to remind the reader that the general temper of the Scottish people 
was perversely opposed to both of these measures, and that it was only the 
minority of such consistent whigs as lord Marchmont, who, reposing more upon 
great abstract principles than narrow views of immediate advantage, saw them in 
their proper light, and gave them the weight of their influence. An attempt of 
the earl to introduce an act for the Hanover succession, at a time when his fel- 
low statesmen were chiefly bent on asserting by the act of Security the useless 
independence of their country, was so ill received that there was even some talk 
of consigning this noble patriot to the state-prison in Edinburgh castle. After- 
wards, however, when the government of queen Anne was obliged to adopt the 
measure of a union, his lordship had the pleasure of contributing his aid — and 
most willingly was it rendered — towards what had been the grand object of his 
political life. The selection of the Scottish commissioners, upon which the whole 
matter hinged, was eflected in obedience to a sagacious advice tendered by lord 
Marchmont — namely, that they should be ** the most considerable men, pro- 
vided they were whigs, and therefore friends to the Hevolution ; but such alone, 
with disregard to their feelings respecting an incorporating union, as hostile to 
it or not.” The reasonings he employed to enforce this principle of selection 
are to be found in the Marchmont Papers ; and we learn from Lockhart to how 
great an extent they were acted on. Speaking of the (commissioners, this 
gentleman says, that ** all were of the court or whig interest except himself,” an 
ardent Jacobite, an exception only made in the hope of gaining him through 
his uncle, the whig lord Wharton. It is universally allowed that this principle, 
though the author of it has not heretofore been very distinctly known, achieved 
the union. 

We are now to advert to a circumstance of a painful nature respecting the 
earl of Marchmont, but which we have no doubt has taken its rise either from 
error or from calumny. As a leader of the independent party in the Scots par- 
liament — called the Squadrone Volante — it is alleged that his lordship was one 
of those individuals who were brought over to the government views by bribery ; 
and Loidchart actually places the sum of 1104/. 15s. Id, against his name, as 
his share of the tw^enty thousand pounds said to have been disbursed by the 
English exchequer, for the purpose of conciliating the diief opponents of the 
measure. Sir George H. Rose has made an accurate and laborious investigation 
into the foundation of these allegations, from which it would not only appear 
that lord Marchmont has been calumniated, but that a very incorrect notion has 
hitherto prevailed respecting the application of the money above referred to. 
We must confess that it has always appeared to us a most improbable story, that, 
even in the impoverished state of Scotland at that time, noblemen, some of whom 
were known to entertain liberal and enlightened views, and had previously 
maintained a pure character, were seduced by such trifling sums as those placed 
against them in the list given by Lockhart Sir George Rose has shown, to our 
entire satisfaction, that the sum given on this occasion to the earl of Marchmont 
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was a payment of arrears due upon offices and pensions — in other wordi^ the 
payment of a just debt ; and that he is not blamable in the matter, unless it 
can be shown ttiat receiving the payment of a debt can under any circumstances 
be disgraceful to the creditor. The beat proof of his lordship’s innocence 
is to be found in his conduct at the union, and for years before it. It is clear 
from his letters to the English statesmen, that the union was an object which he 
constantly had at heart, and that so far from being drawn over by any means 
whatever to their views, he had in reality urged them into it with all his 
strength and spirit, and all along acted with them in the negotiations by which 
it was ejected. Money does not appear to have been so abundant on this oc- 
casion,) as to make it probable that any was spent, except upon opponents. 

The earl of Marchmont ofiered himself as a candidate at the election of the 
Scots representative peers in 1707, and again on the dissolution of parliament 
in 1708, but in each case without success. He could scarcely calculate on the 
countenance of queen Anne’s government ; for, if he had rendered it eminent 
services, he had also taught it how uncompromising was his adherence to his 
principles. Thus his parliamentary life ceased with the union. But his letters 
written subsequently to it give evidence that his mind was engaged deeply in all 
the events aOectiiig the weal and honour of his country. Nor was his patriotism 
deadened by the insult and injury he received from the court, when, at the ac- 
cession of the tory ministry in 1710, he was deprived of his office of sheriff of 
Berwickshire, which was conferred on the earl of Home. 

In 1703, lord Marchmont had the misfortune to lose his amiable and affec- 
tionate spouse, of the family of Ker of Cavers, to whose virtues he has left a very 
affecting testimony. In 1709, he suffered a hardly less severe calamity in the 
death of his eldest son lord Pol worth, a colonel of cavalry, who, beginning his 
service in king William’s body-guard, served through his wars and the duke of 
Marlborough’s with reputation, and died childless, though twice married. He 
was treasurer depute in 1696. His amiable and honourable character fully jus- 
tified his father’s grief. The second brother Robert, also a soldier, died many 
years before him. 

The accession of George I. gave to lord Marchmont what he called the desire 
of his heart, a protestant king upon the throne. He was immediately re-ap- 
polnted sheriff of Berwickshire. In 1715, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, 
acting on the feelings and principles of his youth, he forbade a meeting of the 
gentlemen of the county, which had been proposed in the professed view of ob- 
taining a redress of hardships, but which would have embarrassed the newly 
established government ; and his lordship took the necessary precautions to render 
his prohibition effectual. When he saw the protestant succession secure, he 
gave up all thoughts of active life, and removed to Berwick-upon-Tweed, to spend 
the remainder of his days in retirement He retained his cheerful disposition 
to the last. A short time before his death, he was visited by his daughter, lady 
Grizel Baillie, and his grand-children, who, with a number of his friends, had a 
dance. Being then very weak in his limbs he was unable to cH)me down stairs, 
but desired to be carried down to see them ; and, as pleasingly recorded by his 
grand-daughter, lady Murray, he was so much delighted with the happy faces 
he saw around him, that he remarked, ** though he could not dance, he could 
yet beat time with his foot” 

On the Ist of August, 1724, this illustrious patriot breathed his last at Beiv 
wick, in the eighty-third year of his age, leaving one of the most irreproachable 
diaracters which have come down to us from that time, if not from others of 
greater general virtue. He had become so reconciled to the prospect of death, 
that, though no doubt sensible of the solemn change which it was to produce, he 
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could make it the lubject of a gentle mirth. Being obterred to omile, he was 
harked the reason by his grandscm, the ingenious loi^ Binning, to whom he an- 
swered, 1 am diverted to think what a disappointment the worms will meet 
with, when they come to me expecting a good meal, and find nothing but 
bones.^ Lord Marchmont, be it remarked, though at one time a handsome 
man, had always been of a spare habit of body, and was now much attenuated. 
His character has already been sufficiently displayed in his actions, and the 
slight commentaries we have ventured to make upon them. It is impossible, 
however, to refrain fn>m adding the testimony of Fox, who, in his historical 
work, says of him, as Sir Patrick Hume, that ** he is proved, by the whole 
tenor of his life and conduct, to have been uniformly zealous and sincere in the 
cause of his country.” 

Hume, Alexander, secmsd earl of Marchmont, the eldest surviving son and 
successor of tlie first earl, having maintained the historical lustre of the family, 
deserves a place in the present work, though only perhaps in a subordinate way. 
He was born in i()75, and in his boyhood shar^ the exile and distress of his 
family. Before his elder brother's death, he was distinguished as Sir Alexander 
Oampbell of (Jessnock, having married the daughter and heiress of that family. 
He was brought up as a lawyer, and became a judge of the court of session be- 
fore he was thirty years of age. He was a privy councillor and a baron of the 
court of Exchequer, and served in the Scottish parliament, first for Kirkwall, 
and then for Berwickshire, when the act of union passed. Emulating his 
father’s feelings, he zealously promoted that measure, and took a very active 
share in the arduous labours that were devolved upon the sub-committee, to which 
tlie articles of the union were referred. 

But the principal historical transaction in which this nobleman was concerned, 
was the introduction of the family of Hanover to the British throne. A report 
having been circulated that the electoral family was indifierent to the honours 
opened up to them by the act of succession, lord Polwartli, (for he had now at- 
tained this designation,) proceeded in 1712, to Hanover, and entered into a 
correspondence with the august family there resident, which enabled him fully 
to contradict the rumour. He took a leading part in suppressing the rebellion 
of 1715, by whidi that succession was sought to be defeated, and, in 1716, was 
rewarded for his services, by being appointed ambassador to the court of 
Denmark. 

After acceding to the family honours in 1723, the earl of Marchmont was 
honoured with several important places of trust under government, till joining 
the o^^osition against the excise scheme of Sir Robert Walpole, he forfeited the 
favour of the court and his place as a privy councillor, which he then held. 

It appears,” says Sir George Heniy Rose,^ ** that the distinguished members of 
the Scottish nobility who joined in this act of hostility to the ministers, were 
less induced so to do by any particuiar objections to that measure of finance, 
than by the hope, that their junction with the English who resisted it, might 
lead to the subversion of lord Hay’s government of Scotland, a rule which they 
felt to be painful and humiliating. They knew it moreover to be sustained by 
means, many of which they could not respect, and which they believed to 
tend to degrade and alienate the nation. That they judged rightly in appre- 
hending that the system adopted by Sir Robert Walpole and bis virtual viceroy, 
for the management of the public affairs in North Britain, was ill calculated to 
conciliate to the reigning family the afibetioas of the people, was but too su^ 
ficiently proved by subsequent events. He sat as one of the sixteen Scots peers 
in the parliament of 1727 ; but at the general election in 1754, the ha^ of 
1 Prefiice to Marchmont Papers, 
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power was upon him; and, being exduded, he, together with the dukes of 
Hamilton, Queensberry, and Montrose, the earl of Stair, and other Soottidi 
noblemen, entered into a concert with the leading English members of the op- 
position, in order to bring the machinations unsparingly used to control the elec- 
tion of the peers in Scotland, to light, and their authors to punishment, ^ir 
Robert Walpole's better fortune, however, prevailed against it, as it did against a 
similar project in 1739.’’ The earl of Marchmont died in January, 1740, and 
was succeeded by his eldest surviving son Hugh, who was destined to exhibit 
the extraordinary spectacle of a family, maintaining, in the third generation, the 
same talent, judgment, and worth whic^ had distinguished the two preceding. 

Hume, Hugh Campbell, third and last ear] of Marchmont, was born at Edin- 
burgh on the 15th February, 1708, and soon became remarkable for the preco- 
city of his intellect, and the versatility of his genius. His mind was equally directed 
to the acquisition of scholastic erudition and political knowledge, and on all sub- 
jects he was supposed to be excelled by few or none of his time. In 1734, when 
only twenty-six years of age, he was chosen member for the county of Berwick, 
and entered the House of Commons as lord Pol worth, at the same time that his 
younger and twin brother, Mr Hume Campbell, came forward as representative 
for the burghs of the district The injustice and neglect which Sir Bobert Walpole 
had shown to lord Marchmont, was speedily avenged by the trouble which these 
young men gave to his government The former soon attained the first place 
in the opjiosition ; and how keenly his attacks were felt by the ministry is 
shown in a remark made by the latter person, to the effect that there were few 
things he more ardently desired than to see that young man at the head of his 
family,'’ and thus deprived of a se<at in the house, lliis wish was soon gratified, 
for his father dying in 1740, lord Polwartli succeeded as earl of Marchmont, 
nor did he again enter the walls of parliament until the year 1750, when a 
vaciiucy occurring in the representation of tlie Scottish peerage, he was almost 
utianiinously elected. From his talents as a speaker, his extensive information, 
and active business habits, he acquired gi'eat influence in the upper house, and 
was constantly re-chosen at every general election, during the long period of 
34 years. He was appointed first lord of police in 1747, and keeper of the 
great seal of Scotland, in January, 1764, the latter of which he held till his 
death. The estimation in which his lordship was held by his contemporaries 
may be judged of by the circumstance of his living on terms of the strictest 
intimacy with the celebrated lord Cobham, (who gave his bust a place in the 
Temple of Worthies at Stow,)’ Sir WiUiaiii Wyndham, lord Bolingbroke, the 
duchess of Marlborough, Mr Pope, and other eminent persons of that memorable 
era. The duchess appointed him one of her executors, and bequeathed him a 
legacy of £2,500 for his trouble, and as a proof of her esteeiiu Mr Pope like- 
wise appointed him one of his executors, leaving him a large-paper edition of 
Thuaiius, and a portrait of lord Bolingbroke, painted by Richardson. The poet 
likewise immortalized him, by introducing his name into the well-known inscrip- 
tion in the Twideenhara grotto : — 

** Then the bright flame vrius shot through Marchmonl’s soul I’* 

His lordship's library contained one of the most curious and valuable collections 
of books and manuscripts in Great Britain ; all of which he bequeathed at his 
death to his sole executor, the right honourable George Rose. 

His lordship was twice married; first, in 1731, to Miss Western of London, 
by whom he had four children, a son (who died young), and three daughters ; 
the youngest of whom was afterwards married to Walter Scott, Esq. of Harden. 
Upon the death of his wife, in 1747, he next year inarried a Miss Elizabeth 
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Crompton, whose father was a linen draper in Gheapside, by whom he had one 
son, Alexander, lord Polwarth, who died without issue, in the 31st year of his 
age. The circumstances attending this second marriage were very peculiar, and 
his lordship’s conduct on the occasion, seems altogether so much at variance with 
iiis general character, as well as with one in his rank and circumstances in life, 
that we reckon them worthy of being recorded here ; — and in doing so, we think 
we cannot do better than adopt the account of them given by the celebrated 
David Hume, in a familiar epistle to the late Mr Oswald of Dunnikier, and pub- 
lished in the latter gentleman’s correspondence. The letter is dated, London, 
January 29th, 1748 : — Lord Marchmont has had the most extraordinary 
adventure in the world. About three weeks ago, he was at the play, when he 
espied in one of the boxes a fair virgin, whose looks, airs, and manners, had 
such a powerful and wonderful efiect upon him, as was visible by every by-stander. 
His raptures were so undisguised, his looks so expressive of passion, his inquiries 
so earnest, that every person took notice of it. He soon was told that her name 
was Crompton, a linen draper’s daughter, that had been bankrupt last year, and 
had not been able to pay above five shillings in the pound. The fair nymph 
herself was about sixteen or seventeen, and being supported by some relations, 
appeared in every public place, and liad fatigued every eye but that of his lord- 
ship, which, being entirely employed in the severer studies, had never till that 
fatal moment opened upon her charms. Such and so powerful was their eifect, 
as to be able to justify all the Fliaraiiionds and Cyriisses in their utmost extrava- 
gancies. He wrote next morning to her fa'ther, desiring to visit his daughter on 
honourable terms : and in a few days she will be the countess of Marchmont 
All this is certainly true. They say many small fevers prevent a great one. 
Heaven be praised that I have always liked the persons and company of the 
fair sex ! for by that means 1 hope to esca]»e such ridiculous passions. But 
could you ever suspect the ambitious, the severe, the bustling, the impetuous, 
the violent Marchmont, of becoming so tender and gentle a swain — an Arta- 
nienes — an Oroondates ! ” 

His lordship died at his seat, at Hemel Hempstead, in Hertfordshire, on the 
1 0th of January, 1794, and leaving no heirs male, all the titles of the family 
became extinct ; but his estate descended to his three daughters. According to 
Sir George H. Hose, who, from his family connexion with the earl of Marchmont, 
liad the best means of knowing, this nobleman ** was an accomplished and scientific 
horseman, and a theoretical and practical husbandman and gardener. He 
pursued his rides and visits to his farm and garden as long as his strength 
would suffice for the exertion ; and some hours of the forenoon, and frequently 
of the evening, were dedicated to his books. His most favourite studies appear 
to have been in the civil law, and in the laws of England and Scotland, in the 
records and history of the European nations, and in ancient history ; and the 
traces of them are very unequivocal. The fruits of his labours in extracts, 
observations, comparisons, and researches, all made in his own hand-writing, 
are not more to be admired than wondered at, as the result of the industry of 
one who was stimulated neitlier by poverty nor by eagerness for literary cele- 
brity. His Dutch education had given him method, which was the best possible 
auxiliary to an ardent and powerful mind, such as his was.” 

In the publication which we have entitled the Marchmont Papers, are many 
of earl Hugh, of which the most important feature is a diary, which he kept 
during three different periods of peculiar interest in the reign of George the 
Second. The first extends from the latter end of July, 1744, to the end of 
that year, and embraces the events whidi led to the formation of what was called 
the Broad Bottom Administration, when lord Carteret, who just then became earl 
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of Granville, was compelled to retire by the Pelhanis, the king consenting thereto 
very reluctantly, and when the dukes of Devonshire, Bedfoi^, and Dorset, and 
the earls of Harrington and Chesterfield, came into office. The second period 
begins in September, 1745, when news had just been received in London that 
the Pretender was near Edinburgh, and that it would probably be soon in his 
occupation. It closes in the February following, with the extraordinary events 
of that month, the resignation of the Pelham ministry, and its re-establishment 
after the earl of Bath’s and the earl of Granville’s interregnum of three days. 
The third period commences in July, 1747, and terminates in March, 174B, 
soon after the earl of Chesterfield’s resignation, and the duke of Bedford’s 
appointment to succeed him as secretary of state. 

HUME, Patrick, is noticed by various writers ns the name of an individual 
who adorned the literature of his country at the close of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. Who or what he was, is not known : it is only probable, from the regu- 
larity with which certain first names occur in genealogies in connexion with sur- 
names, that he belonged to the Folwarth branch of the family of Home, or Hume, 
as in that branch there were six or seven successive barons bearing the name of 
Patrick. This learned man is only known to have written the notes connected 
with the sixth edition of Milton’s Paradise Lost, which was published in folio 
by Tonson in 1695, and is one of the most elegant productions of the British 
press that have ever appeared. It has been a matter of just surprise to 
several writers of Scottish biography, that absolutely nothing should have been 
handed down respecting this person, seeing that his notes evince a high degree 
of taste, and most extensive erudition, and are in fact the model of almost all 
commentaries subsequent to his time. His notes,” says an anonymous writer/ 

are always curious ; his observations on some of the finer passages of the poet, 
show a mind deeply smit with an admiration for the sublime genius of their au- 
thor ; and there is often a masterly nervousness in his style, which is very re- 
markable for this age.” But the ignorance of subsequent ages respecting 
the learned commentator is sufficiently accounted for by the way in which his name 
appears on the title-page, being simply in initials, with the affix (piT^oTotvirvig, 
and by the indifference of the age to literary history. It would appear that the 
commentary, learned and admirable as it is, speedily fell out of public notice, 
as in 1750, the Messrs Foulis of Glasgow published the first book of the 
Paradise Lost, with notes by Mr Callender of Craigforth, which are shown to 
be, to a great extent, borrowed from the work of Hume, without the most dis- 
tant hint of acknowledgment 

HUNTER, (Dr) Hbnkt, a divine highly distinguished in literature, was born 
at Culross, in the year 1741. His parents, though in humble life, gave him a 
good education, which was concluded by an attendance at the univenity of 
Edinburgh. Here his talents and application attracted the notice of the profes- 
sors, and at the early age of seventeen he was appointed tutor to Mr Alexander 
Boswell, who subsequently became a judge of the court of session, under the 
designation of lord Balmouto. He afterwards accepted the same office in the 
family of the earl of Dundonald at Culross abbey, and thus had the honour of 
instructing the late venerable earl, so distinguished by his scientific inquiries and 
inventions. In 1764, having passed the necessary trials with unusual approba^ 
tion, he was licensed as a minister of the gospel, and soon excited attention to 
his pulpit talents. So highly were these in public esteem, that, in 1766, he 
was ordained one of the ministers of South Leith, which has always been con- 

1 Blackwood’s Magazine, iv. 662, where there is a series of extracts from Hume’s Com- 
mentary, in contrast with similar passages from that published by Mr Callender of Craig- 
tbrth. 
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sidered as one of the most respectable appointments in the Scottish churdi. He 
had here ingratiated himself in an uncommon degree with his congregation^ 
when a visit to London^ in 1769, opened up to his ambition a still wider field 
of usefulness. The sermons which he happened to deliver on this occasion in 
several of the Scottish meeting-houses, drew much attention, and the result was 
an invitation, which reached him soon after his return, to become minister of 
the chapel in Swallow Street. This he declined ; but in 1771, a call from the 
London Wall congregation tempted him aivay from his Scottish flock, who 
manifested the sincerest sorrow at his departure. This translation not only was 
an advancement in his profession, but it paved the way for a series of literary 
exertions, upon which his fame was ultimately to vest Several single sermons 
first introduced him to the world as an author. These were on the ordination 
of O. Nicholson, M. A., 1775, 2 Cor. iv. 7, 8 ; On the study of the Sacred 
Scriptures, Acts xviii. 1 1 , in the work called the Scottish Preacher, vol. iv. ; at 
the funeral of the Kev. George Turnbull, 1783 ; On the opening of a meeting- 
house at Walthamstow, in 1787, Kev. xxi. 3, 4; On the Revolution, 1788; 
The Believer’s Joy, Acts viii. 39 ; also in the fourth volume of the Scottish 
Preacher. These sermons, with some miscellaneous pieces, were collected and 
published, in two volumes, after the author’s death. Dr Hunter first appeared 
as a general writer in 1783, when he published the first volumes of his ** Sacred 
Biography, or the history of the Patriarchs and of Jesus Christ,” which was ulti- 
mately extended to seven volumes, and has become a standard work, the seventh 
edition having appeared in 1814. Before this work was completed, the notice 
attracted by the system of Lavater throughout civilized Europe, tempted him to 
engage in an English version of the ** Physiognomy ” of that philosopher, whom 
he previously visited at his residence in Switzerland, in order to obtain from Uie 
conversation of the learned man himself, as perfect an idea as possible of his 
particular doctrines. It is said that Lavater at first displayed an unexpected 
coolness on the subject of Dr Hunter’s visit, being afraid that an English 
translation might injure the sale of Die French edition, in which he had a 
pecuniary interest This, however, seems to have been got over ; for Lavater 
eventually treated his English visitor in a manner highly agreeable. As their 
professions were alike,’’ says an anonymous writer, so their sentiments, their 
feelings, and their opinions, are altogetlier alike. A complete acquaintance 
with the French language enabled Dr Hunter to enjoy Lavater’s conversation 
freely ; and he ever afterwards talked with enthusiasm of the simplicity of 
manners, Die unaffected piety, the unbounded benevolence, and Die penetrating 
genius, of this valued friend. The bare mention of that barbarous cruelty which 
massacred the virtuous Lavater, was sufficient to make him shrinlc back with 
horror.” — ^I'he first number of this work was published in 1789, and it was not 
completed Dll nine years after, when it ultimately foiined five volumes, in quarto, 
bearing the tlDe of ** Essays on Physiognomy, designed to promote the know- 
ledge and love of mankind, by John Caspar Lavater.” Dr Hunter’s abilities as 
a translator were of the first order, and, in this instance, drew forth the entire 
approbation of the original author. The work was, moreover, embellished in a 
style, which, at that Dme, might be considered as unrivaled. It contained 
above eight hundred engravings, executed by and under the direcDon of Mr 
Holloway, and such was altogether the elaborate elegance of the publicaDon, 
that it could not be sold to the public under thirty pounds per copy. We ore 
only left to regret that so much talent, so much taste, and such a large sum of 
money as this price would indicate, should have been spent upon an inquiry 
which the acute and precise sense of the immediately succeeding generation has 
pronounced to be in a great measure a delusion. 
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At the time of the French rerolution. Dr Hunter republished a treatise by 
d^bert Fleming, whose life, with an account of the work in question, has 
^eady been given in this Biographical Dictionary. The pamphlet contained 
some prophetical intimations, which Dr Hunter supposed to bear a reference to 
the events in die neighbouring kingdom. It is needless to remark the weakness 
which alone could dictate such a proceeding in this generally able and enlight- 
ened man. Dr Hunter also published a Sermon preached, February 3, 1793, 
on the execution of Louis XVI.’’ 

In 1795, he attempted a translation from the German, selecting for this pur- 
pose Euler’s celebrated “ Letters to a German princess.” This work met with 
tlie entire approbation of the public, and has proved a very useful addition to 
the stock of our native scientific literature. The first edition was in quai’to, and 
a second, in octavo, appeared in 1802. The work has since been reprinted in 
a smaller size, with notes by Sir David Brewster. The merit of Dr Hunter as 
a translator was now univemally acknowledged, and work accordingly pressed 
Upon him. While still engaged in his version of Lavater, he commenced, in 
1796, the publishing of a translation of St Pierre's Studies of Nature, which was 
completed in 1799, in five volumes octavo, afterwards republished in three. 
** His translation,” says the anonymous writer above quoted, “ of the beautiful 
and enthusiastic works of St Pierre, was universally read and admired : here, if 
in any instance, the translator entered into the spirit of the author, for the glow 
of benevolence which gives life to every page of ‘ Les Etudes de la Nature' was 
entirely congenial to the feelings of Dr Hunter.” Saurin’s Sermons, and Son- 
niiii’s Travels to Upper and Lower Egypt, complete the list of Dr Hunter’s 
labours as a translator; and it is but small praise to say, that few men have 
reached the same degree of excellence in that important branch of literature. 
During the progress of other labouix. Dr Hunter published more than one 
volume of original sermons, and a volume entitled Lectures on the Evidences 
of Christianity,” being the completion of a plan begun by the Bev. John Fell. 
He also commenced the publication, in parts, of a popular History of London 
and its Environs,” which, however, he did not live to complete. 

In the year 1790, Dr Hunter was appointed secretary to the corresponding 
board of the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge in the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland. He was likewise chaplain to the Scots corporation in Lon- 
don, and both these institutions were much benehted by his zealous exertions in 
their behalf. It must be obvious from the frequent and involved succsession of 
his literary productions, that Dr Hunter spent a most industrious life, and was 
upon the whole the most busy as he approached that stage of existence when the 
generality of men begin to find ease not only agreeable but necessary. It is 
probable that this unceasing exertion, which no doubt was more occasioned by 
necessity than by choice, tended to break down his constitution, which was fur- 
ther weakened in his latter years by the agitation and distress of mind conse- 
quent on the death of three beloved children. Having retired to Bristol wells 
for the recovery of his health, he died there, of inflammation in the lungs, Oc- 
tober 27, 1802, in the sixty-second year of his age. 

** If Dr Hunter,” says his anonymous biographer,^ ** was conspicuous as an 
, author, he was still more to be admired as a man. An unbounded flow of bene- 
volence, which made him enjoy and give enjoyment to every society, joined to a 
' uurmth of feeling, which made him take an interest in every occurrence, ren- 
, diired him Uie delight of all his acquaintance. His social talents were of the 
highest order. An easy flow of conversation, never loud, never overbearing, 
and completely free from affectation ; an inexhaustible fund of pleasant anec* 
f s Obituary of Gentleman’s Magnzinc, Ixxii. 1072. 
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dotes and occmsional flashes of wit and humour, made every company he 
pleased with him and with themselves. He was particularly happy in adaptidH 
his conversation to those he conversed with ; and while to a lady his discourfl 
appeared that of a polished gentleman, the scholar was surprised by his ap|s 
quotations from the classics, and the ease with which he turned to any subject 
that was brought before him. * * His private charities were as numerous 

as the objects of compassion which occurred to him ; nor should his unbounded 
and cheerful hospitality be forgot among his other virtues.'* [He is said to have 
carried this virtue beyond the bounds which a regard to prudence and economy 
should have prescribed.] “ 'I'hc crowded attendance and the universal regret of 
his congregation are the best proofs of the effect of his pulpit eloquence. His 
enlightened and liberal views of religion made his meeting-house the resort cd 
the leading Scotsmen in London ; and it was here that the natives of the southern 
part of the island had an opportunity of observing a specimen of that church 
which produced a Uobertson and a Blair. * * Dr llunter was of a spare 

habit of body, and remarkably active ; and his usual cheerfulness and flow of 
good humour continued till within a few weeks of his death.^’ He left a family, 
consisting of a wife, two sons, and a daughter. 

HUNTER, William and John, two eminent physicians, fall to be noticed here 
under one head, in order that we may, without violating alphabetical arrange* 
ment, give William that priority to which his seniority and precedence in public 
life render necessary. 

W'lLLiAM Hunter was born, May 2.3, 1718, at Kilbride in tho county of 
l^nark. His great-grandfather, by his father’s side, was a younger son of 
Hunter of Jiunterston. His father and mother lived on a small estate in the 


above county, called falderwood, which liad been some time in the possession 
of their family. They had ten children, of whom the subject of our present 
memoir was the seventh, while John was the tenth. One of his sisters married 
the reverend James Jlaiilie, professor of divinity in the university of (Glasgow, 
and became the mother of Matthew Baillie, the late celebrated physician, whose 
labours in morbid anatomy have been of such essential service in promoting the 
study of pathology. William Hunter was sent to the college of (ilasgow at the 
age of fourteen, where he pursued his studies with diligence, and obtained the 
esteem of the professors and bis fellow students. He was at this time designed 
for the church ; — but hesitated, from conscientious motives to subscribe all the 
articles of its faith. There is perhaps no position so painful as that of a nia^ 
whose mind is overshadowed by doubts on doctrinal points of religion, having 
firmness in himself to investigate narrowly the foundation of the principles he 
should embrace, and rectitude enough to acknowledge with candour the difflcul- 
ties by which he is embarrassed. Such was the state of mind of William Hunter 


when he became acquainted with the eminent Dr Cullen, who was then e8tabli8he4 
in practice at Hamilton. After much deliberation, under his persuasioti. 
he determined to relinquish his theological studies, and devote himself 
sively to the profession of medicine. Accordingly, having obtained the cohmH 
of his father, in the year 1737, he went to reside with Dr Cullen ; in whiH 
family he lived nearly three years ; a period which afterwards, when he JmB 
engaged in the anxieties and turmoil that are ever attendant on the life 
medical man, he looked back upon with peculiar pleasure. It was tlie oasii ^ 
which, in after years, his memory loved to dwell. Between these two gt6|P 
individuals a partnership was now formed, and it was agreed that Williflli 
Hunter should take charge of the surgical, and Dr Cullen of the medical cisel 
that occurred in their practice. To carry their mutual wishes more efficient^ 
into operation, it was arranged that William Hunter should proceed to EdifiS 
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and Uien to London^ for the purpose of pursuing his medical studies in 
"jpeh of these cities, after which, that he should return to settle at Hamilton. 

In November, 1740, William Hunter went to Edinburgh, where he remained 
until the following spring, attending the lectures of the medical professors there^ 
among whom he had the advantage of attending Dr Alexander Monro, who was 
one of the most talented and able professors, who, perhaps, ever adorned that 
university. In the summer of 1741, he proceeded to London, and resided with 
Mr, afterwards Dr Smellie, then <111 apothecary in Pall Mall. He took with him 
a letter of introduction from Mr Foulis, the printer at Glasgow, to Dr James 
Douglas. At first, Mr Hunter commenced the study of anatomy under the 
tuition of Dr Frank Nicholls, who was the most eminent teaclier of anatomy 
then in London, and who had formerly professed the science at Oxford. It 
appears that Dr Douglas had been under some obligation to Mr Foulis, who had 
collected for him several editions of Horace, and he naturally, therefore, paid 
attention to young Hunter, whom he at once recognized to be an acute and 
talented observer. Dr Douglas was at that time intent on a great anatomical 
work on the bones, which he did not live to complete, and was looking out for 
a young man of industry and ability whom he might employ as his dissector. 

J lo soon perceived that his new acquaintance would be an eligible assistant to 
him, and after some preliminary conversation invi lied. him into his family, for the 
double purpose of assisting him with hie dissections, and directing the education 
of his sun. The pecuniary resources of young Hunter were at this time very 
slender, and the situation was to him therefore highly ndvailtageous^ but it was 
with difHculty that he could obtain the consent of his father for him lo accept 
it, who being now old and infirm, awaited with impatience his return to Scot- 
land. Ultimately, however, he was prevailed on to acquiesce in the wishes of 
his son, which he did with reluctance ; he did not, however, long survive, as he 
died on the 30th of the October following, aged seventy-eight Mr Hunter’s pre- 
vious arrangements with Dr Cullen formed no obstacle to his new views ; for he had 
no sooner explained his position, than Dr Cullen, anxious fur his advancement, 
readily canceled the articles of agreement, and left his friend to pursue the 
path which promised to lead him to fame and to fortune. At liberty now to 
take advantage of all the means of instruction by which he was surrounded, 
be pursued his studies with assiduity. By the friendly assistance of Dr Douglas 
he was enabled to enter himself ns a surgeon’s pupil at 8t George's hospital, 
under Mr James Wilkie, and as dissecting pupil under Mr Frank Nicholls. He 
also attended a course of experimental philosophy, which was delivered by 
Desaugulieis. He soon became very expert as a dissector, insomuch that Dr 
Douglas went to the expense of having several of his preparations engraved. 
But he did not enjoy his liberal patronage and aid long, for many months 
had not elapsed when his kind benefactor died, an event which happened 
April 1, 174^, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. Dr Douglas left a 
^Widow and two children ; — but his death made no alteration in respect to Mr 
Hunter, who continued as before to reside in his family, and perform the same 
duties which he had previously done. 

In the year 1743, the first production from the pen of Mr Hunter was coni- 
' municated to the Boyal Society. It was an Cssay on the Structure and 
Diseases of Articulating Cartilages,” a subject which liad not been at that time 
' sufficiently investigated, and on which his observations threw considerable light 
His favourite scheme was now to commence as a lecturer on anatomy ; — but he 
did not rashly enter on this undertaking, but passed some years more in acquir- 
the necessary knowledge, and in making the numerous preparations which 
‘^'are necessary to exhibit in a complete course of anatomy. There is, jierhnps, 
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no branch of medical science which demands more patient and assiduous toil 
than this, more especially at that period, when there were so few aids to 
anatomical knowledge. He communicated his project to Dr Nicholls, who had 
declined lecturing, in favour of Dr Lawrenc^e, who gave him little encour- 
agement, and he retired, as many others similarly situated have done, to meditate 
on his own secret hopes, and to await a fit opportunity for commencing his 
designs. It thus happens in the lives of many young men, that wiser heads 
caution them against embarking in schemes they have long cherished, and in 
which, after all, they are destined to be successful. The ardour and persever- 
ance of youth often accomplish undertakings which appear wild and romantic 
to the sterner and colder judgment of the aged, 'i'o William Hunter the 
wished-for opportunity soon occurred, whereby he was enabled to put his plans 
to the test of experience. A society of navy surgeons at that time existed, 
which occupied rooms in Covent Carden, and to this society Mr Samuel Sharpe 
had been engaged as a lecturer on the operations of surgery. This course Mr 
Sharpe continued to repeat, until finding that it interfered too much with his other 
engagements ; he resigned in favour of William Hunter, who gave his first 
anatomical course in the winter of 1 74(1. It is said that when he first began to 
speak in public he experienced much solicitude ; but. the applause he met with 
inspired him with that confidence which is so essential an element of all good 
oratory. Indeed, he gradually became so fond of tea(‘hiiig, that some few years 
before his death, he acknowledged that he was never happier than when engaged 
in lecturing. Tiie profits of the first two courses were considerable ; but having 
with much generosity contributed to supply the pecuniary wants of his friends, 
he found himself so reduced on the return of the next season, that he was 
obliged to postpone his lectures, because he had not money to defray the 
necessary expenses of advertising. An anecdote is mentioned by his biographer 
Symmons, very characteristic of the early difliciiltics which are experienced by 
many men of genius. Mr Watson, one of his earliest pupils, accompanied him 
home after his next introductory lecture. He had just received seventy guineas 
for admission fees, which he carried in a bag under his cloak, and observed to 
liis friend, that it was a larger sum than he had ever been master of before.” 
His previous experience now taught him more circumspection ; — he became 
more cautious of lending money, and by strict ec.(uioiuy amassed that great 
fortune, which he afterwards so liberally devoted to. the interests of siaence. 
His success as a lecturer before the society of navy surgeons was so dec.ided, that 
its members requested him to extend liis course to anatomy, and gave him the 
free use of their room for his lectures. This coiiiplinient he could nut fail to 
have duly appreciated, and it may be regarded as the precursory sign of that 
brilliant career which he was soon afterwards destined to pursue. 

In the year 1747, he was admitted a member of the Incorporation of Sur- 
geons, and after the close of Jiis lectures in the spring of the following year, he 
set out with his pupil, Mr James Douglas, on a tour tlirough Holland ^nd Turis. 
At Leyden, he visited the illustrious Albiniis, whose admirable injections inspired 
him with the zeal to exfx$l in this useful department of anatomy. Having made 
this tour, he retui’ned to prepare his winter course of lectures, which he cum 
luenced at the usual time. 

Mr Hunter at this time practised surgery as well as midwifery ; but the 
former branch of the profession be always disliked. His patron, Dr Douglas, 
had acquired considerable reputation as an accoucheur, and this probably in^ 
duced him to direct his views to this line of practice. Besides this, an ad- 
ditional inducement presented itself, in the circumstance of his being elected 
one of the surgeon accoucheurs to the Middlesex hospital, and afterwards to the 
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British Lying-in Hospital. The introduction of male practitioners in this de- 
partment of the profession, according to Astruc, took place on the confine- 
ment of niadanie la Yalliere in 1663. She was anxious for concealment, and 
called in Julian Clement, an eminent surgeon, who was secretly conducted into 
the house where she lay, covering her face with a hood, and where the king is 
said to have been hidden behind the curtains. He attended her in her 
subsequent accouchinens, and his sucC/ess soon brought the class of male practi- 
tioners into fashion. Nor was this a matter of minor import, for hereby the 
mortality among lying-in women has been materially reduced. Mowbray is 
Siiid to have been the first lecturer on obstetrics in London, and ho delivered 
his course of lectures in the year 1725. To him succeeded the Chamberlains, 
after whom, Smellie gave a new air of importance and dignity to the science. 
It is said that the manners of Smellie were by no means prepossessing — indeed 
they arc described to have been unpleasing and rough ; therefore, although a 
man of superior talent, he necessarily found a difficulty in making his way 
among the refined and the more polished circles of society. Herein, Hunter had 
a decided advantage, for while ho was recognized to be a man of superior 
abilities ; his manners and address were extremely conciliating and engaging. 
I'he most lucrative part of the practice of midwifery was at this time divided be- 
tween Sir IMchard Manningham and Dr Sandys ; — the former of whom died, 
and the latter retired into the country just after Mr Hunter became known as 
an accoucheur. 

The field was now in a great measure left open to him, and in proportion as 
his reputation increased, he became more extensively consulted. His predecessor 
Dr Sandys, had been formerly professor of anatomy at Cambridge, where he 
had formed a valuable collection of preparations, which on his death having fal- 
len into the hands of Dr Bloomfield, was now purchased by Mr Hunter for the 
sum of JC200. There can be no doubt that the celebrity of Mr Hunter as an 
anatomist contributed to increase his practice as an accoucheur, as it was 
reasonably expected that his minute knowledge of anatomy would give him a 
correspondingly great command in difiicult and dangerous rases. Acting now 
principally as an accoucheur, he appears to have entirely relinquished the sur- 
gical department of his profession ; and desirous of practising ns a physician, 
obtained in 1750, tiie degree of doctor of medicine from the university of 
Glasgow. The degree of doctor of medicine at that and other universities of 
Scotland, was at this period granted, on the candidate’s paying a certain sum 
of money and presenting a certificate from other doctors of medicine of his 
being qualified to practise the healing art — but so much was the facility of ob- 
taining these degrees abused that this method of granting them has been very 
properly abolished. Shortly, after obtaining his diploma, Dr Hunter left the 
family of Mr Douglas, and went to reside in Jermyn Street, Soho Square. 

The following summer he revisited his native country, for which, amidst the 
professional prosperity of a town life, he continued to entertain a cordial af- 
fection. He found on his arrival that his mother was still living at Long Cal- 
derwood, whidi was now become his own property, in consequence of the death 
of his brother James, who died in the 28th year of his age. It is w^orthy of 
notice, that this young man had been a writer to the signet in Edinburgh ; but 
disliking the profession of the law, he went to London, with the intention of 
studying anatomy under his brother William — so that it would almost appear, 
that in the family of the Hunters there was an hereditary love for medical 
science. Ill health, however, which bows down the intellectual power of the 
Bti'ongest of mankind, preyed upon his constitution ; so that he could not carry 
his plans into execution, and he therefore returned to his birth place, where 
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he died. At this period, Dr Cullen was progressing to that f;(iiie which he 
subsequently attained; and Avas residing at Glasgow, where Dr Hunter again 
met him, to take a retrospect over the eventful changes which had signalized 
the progress of their separate lives. Such a meeting could not, under the 
peculiar circumstances, fail to be interesting to both ; for there scarcely < 5 an 
be any gratification superior to that of meeting in after life, the friend ot 
early youth, pursuing successfully the career which at one time was commencef) 
together, and who is still opening up the paths to new discoveries, in which 
both sympathize and delight, Avhile, at the same time, the same sentiments 
of personal friendship remain undimiiiished in all their original strength and 
sincerity. 

On the return of Dr Hunter to London, he continued corresponding with Dr 
Cullen on a variety of interesting scientific siibjec^ts, and many of the letters 
have been recently published by Dr Thomson, in his life of this eminent physi- 
cian, a work which should be familiar to all who take any interest in the history 
of medical science. 

On the return of Dr Hunter to London, on the resignation of Dr Layard, who 
had officiated as one of the physicians to the British Lying-in Hospital, we find 
the governors of that institution voting their “ thanks to Dr Hunter for the ser- 
vices he had done the hospital, and for his continuance in it as one of the physi- 
cians.” Accordingly he Avas established in this office Avithout the usual form of 
an election. He Avas admitted in the folloAving year licentiate of the Royal College 
of Physicians, and Avas soon after elected a member of the Medical Society. His 
history of an aneurism of the aorta appears in the first volume of their “ Ob- 
servations and Enquiries,” published in 1757. In 1762, we find him in the 
“ Medical Commentaries,” supporting his claim of priority in making numerous 
anatomical discoveries over that of Dr Monro Secundus, at that time professor of 
anatomy in the university of hMinburgh. It is not easy to adjust the claims of 
contemporary discoverers in numerous branches of science ; and though, on this 
ocf^asion, a AA’ordy AAtir of considerable length Avas AA^aged conixsrning the real au- 
thor of the great doctrine ot' the absorbent action of the lymphatic system, yet 
the disputants seem to have left the field, each dissatislied with the conduct of his 
antagonist, and each equally confident of being entitled to the honour of being 
regarded as the real discoverer. It is not Avorth while to rake up the ashes oif 
any such controversy ; but it is no more than justice to assert, that Dr Hunter 
vindicated his claims in a manly and honourable tone, at the same time acknow- 
ledging that “ the subject was an unpleasant one, and he was therefore seldom 
in the humour to take it up.” 

In 1762, Avhen the queen betvime pregnant. Dr William Hunter was consult- 
ed, and two years afterwards had the honour to be appointed physician extra- 
ordinary to her majesty. We may noAv regard him as having attained the 
highest rank in his profession ; and avocations necessarily increasing very consi- 
derably, he found himself under the necessity of taking an assistant, to relieve 
him from the fatigues to which he Avas now subjected. Accordingly he selected 
Mr HeAvson, an industrious and accomplished young man, to be his assistant, and 
afterwards took him into partnership with him in bis lectures. This connexion 
subsisted until the year 1770, Avhen, in consequence of some misunderstanding, 
it Avns dissolved, and Cruickshank succeeded to the same situation. In the year 
1767, Dr William Hunter became a fellow of the Royal Society, to Avhich the fol- 
loAving year he communicated his observations on the bones, commonly supposed 
to be elephants’ bones, Avhich were found near the river Ohio in America. At this 
period the attention of men of science had been directed to the large bones, 
tusks, and teeth, Avbich had been found on the banks of the above river, and the . 
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French Academicians came to the conclusion that they were, in all probability, 
the bones of elephants. From the diiferent character of the jaw-bone, and other 
anatomical signs. Dr William Hunter, however, came to the conclusion that they 
did not belong to the elephant, but to an animal incoynUum, probably the same 
as the mammoth of Siberia.^ Nor was this the only subject of natural history on 
which Dr Hunter exercised his ingenuity, for in a subsequent volunie of the 
transactions, we find him offering his remarks on some bones found in the rock 
of Gibraltar, which he proves to have belonged to some quadruped. Further, 
we find an account published by him of the Nylghau, an Indian animal not be- 
fore described. Thus, amidst the anxious duties of that department of the pro- 
fession in which he excelled, we find his active mind leading him into investiga- 
tions on subjects of natural history, which are eminently interesting to all who 
delight in examining into the mysteries, and beauties, and past history of the 
surrounding world. 

In the year 17(i8, Dr William Hunter became fellow of the smuety of arts, 
and the same year at the institution of an academy of arts, he was appointed by 
his majesty professor of anatomy. His talents were now directed into a new 
sphere of action ; in which he engaged witli unabated ardour and zeal. He 
studied the adaptation of the expression of anatomy to sculpture and paint- 
ing, and his observations are said to have been charac:terized by much ori- 
ginality and just critical acumen. 

Ill January, 1781, he was unanimously elected successor to Dr John Fother- 
gill, as president of the Royal College of Physicians of London, the interests of 
which institution he zealously promoted. In 1780, the Royal Medical Society 
of Paris elected him one of their foreign associates, and in 1782 he received a 
similar mark of distinction from the Royal Academy of Sciences in that city. 
Thus, in tracing the life of this eminent physician, we find honour upon honour 
conferred upon him, in acknowledgment of the essential services which he ren- 
dered to the cause of science. Rut his chef d^aiuvre yet remains to be noticed ; 
it was consummated in the invaluable ** Anatomy of the Human Gravid Uterus,” 
one of the most splendid medical works of the age in which he lived. It was 
commenced in 1751, but not completed until 1775, owing to the author’s de- 
sire to render it as complete ns possible. It contains a series of thirty-four folio 
plates, from superior drawings of subjects and preparations, executed by the 
first artists, exhibiting all the principal changes which occur during the nine 
months of pregnancy. Here we find the first representation that was given of 
the retroverted uterus, and the inetnbr«ina decidua reflexa discovered by himself. 
He did not live however to complete the anatomical description of the figures, 
which his nephew the late lamented Dr Baillie did in 1794.^ He dedicated 
this valuable work to the king ; and it needs only to be added, in testimony of 
merit, that notwithstanding the march of medical knowledge, it has not been 
superseded by any rival author. It remains now, and will go down to posterity, 
as a stcindard work complete in its designs, and admirable in its execution. Rut 
this was not the only service which Dr William Hunter rendered to the profes- 
sion ; it remains for us yet to record the circumstances under which he founded a 
museum which has justly called forth the admiration of every medical man by 
whom it has been visited. When Dr William Hunter began to reap the fruits 
of his professional skill and exertions, he determined on laying aside a fund 
from which he would derive support, if overtaken by the calamities of sickness, 
or the infirmities of age. This he very shortly accomplished ; and it is said, 
that on one occasion he stated that having borrowed from this fund a sum to de- 

^ Philosophical Transactions, vol. 58. 

* Anatomical Description of the Gravid Uterus and its contents, 1794 
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fray some expenses of his museum^ he felt very much dissatisfied and uneasy un- 
til it was replaced. 11 is competency having been obtained, and his wealth con- 
tinuing to accumulate, he formed a laudable design of founding a school of 
medicine, and for this purpose addressed a memorial to Mr Grenville, then 
minister, in which he requested the grant of a piece of ground in the Mews for 
the site of an anatomical theatre. He undertook to expend .£7000 on the 
building, and to endow a professorship of anatomy in perpetuity ; but the scheme 
did not meet the reception it deserved, and fell to the ground. It is said that 
the earl of Shelburne, afterwards in conversation with the learned doctor, ex- 
pressed his approbation of the design, and desired his name to be put down 
as a subscriber for XlOOO. Hut Dr Hunter had now it would appear de- 
termined on other arrangements, having purchased a spot of ground in Great 
Windmill Street, whicii he determined to appropriate to the proposed use. He 
there built a(;cording]y a house and anatomical theatre, and removed from .ler- 
inyn Street to these premises in 1770. Medical men engaged in active practice, 
who have a taste for the study of morbid anatomy, have little didiculty in ob- 
taining specimens ; and by his own exertions and those of his pupils, many of 
whom engaged zealously in the cause, he soon succeeded in bringing together a 
vast number of morbid preparations, to augment the number of whi<*h he pur- 
(‘based numerous collections that were at various times exposed to sale in London. 
The taste for collecting, which all acquire who commem^ founding a museum, 
** increased by what it fed on,'’ and he now, in addition to the anatomical spe- 
cimens, sought to accumulate fossils, curious books, coins — in short, whatever 
might interest either the man of letters, the physician, the naturalist, or 
the antiquary. We are informed that in respect to books he bet^aiue possessed 
of the most magnificent treasure of Greek and Latin books that has been ac- 
cumulated since the days of Mead;’’ — furthermore, Mr Combe, a learned friend 
of the doctor’s, published a description of part of the coins in the collection, un- 
der the following title : — ** Nummorum Veterum ropuloriim et Urbiuni qiii in 
Museo Gulielnii Hunter asservantur, descriptio, figuris illustrata.. In the pre- 
face to this volume, which is dedicated by Dr William Hunter to her majesty, 
some account is given of the progress of the collection, which had been accumulat- 
ing since 3770, at an expense of upwards ot £120,0001 In 1781, a valuable 
addition to it was received, consisting of shells, corals, and other curious subjects 
of natural history, which had been collected by tbc late Dr Fothergill, who gave 
directions by his will that his collection should be appraised after his death, tind 
that Dr William Hunter should have the refusal of it at X500. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and Dr Hunter purchased it eventually for £1200. To 
complete the history of this museum, we may here add, that on the death of 
Dr William Hunter, he bequeathed it, under the direction of trustees, for 
the use of his nephew Dr Matthew Baillie, and in case of his death to Mr 
Gruickshank, for the term of thirty years, at the expiration of which it was to 
be transmitted to the university of Glasgow. 'I’he sum of £8000 was further- 
more left as a fund for the support and augmentation of the collection, and each 
of the trustees was left £20 per annum for the term of thirty years — that is, during 
the period that they would be executing the purposes of the will Before the ex- 
piration of the period assigned. Dr Baillie removed the museum to Glasgow, where 
it at present is visited by all who take an interest in medical or general science. 

We have followed Dr William Hunter through the chief and most re- 
markable events by which his life was characterized, and now pausing to 
contemplate his having arrived at the summit of his ambition, — ^lionoured by 
the esteem of his sovereign, complimented by foreign academies, and con- 
sulted by persons of all ranks — with an independence of wealth which left 
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him no desires for further accumulation of riches — we must acknowledge that 
the cup of human enjoyment, while it mantles to the brim, must sUll contain 
some bitter drop — that there is in this world no happiness without alloy. Ill 
health now preyed, with all its cankering evils, upon his constitution, and he 
meditated, indeed seriously made up his mind, to retire from the scenes 
of his former activity to his native country, where he might look back 
upon the vista of his past life and die in peace. With this view he requested 
his friends Dr Cullen and Dr Baillie to look out for a pleasant estate for 
him, which they did, and fixed on a spot in Annandale, which they recom- 
mended him to purchase. The bargain was agreed on, at least so it was con- 
cluded, but when the title deeds were submitted to examination they were found 
to be defective — and accordingly the whole project fell to the ground, for 
although harassed by ill health. Dr Hunter found that the expenses to 
support the museum were so enormous, that he preferred still remaining in his 
practice. He was at this time, dreadfully afflicted with gout, which at one time 
affected his limbs, at another his stomach, but seldom remained in one part 
many hours. Yet, notwithstanding this, his ardour ond activity remained un- 
abated ; — but at length he could no longer baffle the destroying power which 
preyed upon his being. The attacks became more frequent, and on Saturday, 
March 15, 1783, after having for several days experienced a return of wander- 
ing gout, he complained of great headache and nausea, in which state he retired 
to bed, and felt for many days more pain than usual, both in his stomach and 
limbs. On the Thursday following, he found himself so much recovered, that he 
determined to give the introductory lecture to the operations of surgery, and it 
was to no purpose that his friends urged on him the impropriety of the attempt. 
Accordingly he delivered the lecture, but towards the conclusion, his strength 
became so much exhausted that he fainted, and was obliged to be carried by his 
servants out of the lecture room. We now approach the death-bed scene of this 
eminent man, and surely there can be no spectacle of deeper or more solemn 
interest than that presented by the dissolution of a man, who adorned by intel- 
lectual energy and power, the path which it was in this life his destiny to tread. 
The night after the delivery of the above lecture, and the following day, his 
symptoms became aggravated, and on Saturday morning he informed his medical 
adviser, Mr Combe, that he had during the night had a paralytic stroke. As 
neither his speech nor his pulse were aflected, and as he was able to raise him- 
self in bed, Mr Combe was in hopes that his patient was mistaken ; but the 
symptoms that supervened indicated that the nerves which arises in the lumbar 
region had become paralyzed ; for the organs to which they are distributed, lost 
the power of performing their functions. Accordingly he lingered with the 
symptoms, which in all similar cases exist, until Sunday the 30th March, when 
he expired. During his last moments he maintained very great fortitude and 
calmness, and it is reported that shortly before his death, he said, turning round 
to Mr Combe, ** If 1 had strengUi enough to hold a pen 1 would write how easy 
and pleasant a thing it is to die.” Such a sentiment as this, breathed by one 
under the immediate dominion of death, strikes us with peculiar wonder and awe, 
for it is seldom in such an hour that suffering humanity can command such 
stoical complacency. During the latter part of his illness, his brother John — 
with whom he had previously been on unfriendly terms — requested permission to 
attend him, and felt severely the parting scene. His remains were interred on 
the 5th April, in the rector's vault of St James’s church, Westminster. 

The lives of all eminent men may be viewed in a double relation, — they may 
be contemplated simply with a reference to their professional and public career 
—or they may be viewed in connexion with the character they have dis- 
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played in the retired paths of domestic life. It would appear that Dr Hunter 
deroted himself exclusively to the pursuits of his profession ; nor did he contract 
any tie of a gentler and more endearing nature to bind him to the world. — His 
habits Mere temperate and frugal. When he invited friends to dine with him 
he seldom regaled them with more than two dishes, and he was often heard to 
say, that a man who cannot dine on one dish deserves to have no dinner.” 
After the repast, the servant handed round a single gbass of wine to each of his 
guests; which trifles show the economical disposition he possessed, and which 
enabled him to realize £70,000 for the purpose of completing a museum for the 
benefit of posterity. He was an early riser, and after his professional visits was 
to be found always occupied in his museum. He was in person regularly 
shaped, but of slender make, and rather below the middle stature.” There are 
several good portraits of him, one of which is an unfinished painting by Toffony, 
which represents him in the act of giving a lecture on the muscles at the royal 
academy surrounded by a group of academicians. Another by Sir Joshua Bey- 
nolds, and of which a correct and elegant fac-simile is given in connexion with 
the present work, is preserved in the Hunterian Museum at Glasgow. 

The professional character of Dr Hunter is deservedly held high in the estima> 
tion of all who are acquainted with the history of medicine. His anatomy of 
the Gravid Uterus is alone a monument of his ability; but, besides this, 
he made discoveries for which his name deserves the highest possible respect. 
His claims to being the discoverer of the origin and use of the lymphatic vessels 
were, it is true, warmly contested ; but many who have taken pains to examine 
the merits of the controversy, among whom w'e may mention the celebrated 
Blumenbach, agree in awarding to him the honour of the discovery. He had 
the merit also of first describing the varicose aneurism, which he did in the Ob- 
servations and Inquiries published by the Medical Society of London. His dis- 
covery and delineation of the membrana decidua reflexa in the retroverted 
uterus, deserves also honourable mention; in short, both the sciences of 
anatomy and midwifery were materially advanced by his labours. He was a 
good orator, and an able and clear lecturer ; indeed the extent of his knowledge, 
more especially in physiology, enabled him to throw a charm of interest over the 
dry details of descriptive anatomy. His general knowledge was, as we have 
seen, very extensive; and his name and talents were respected in every part of 
Europe. Among the MSS. which he left behind him, were found the commence- 
ment of a work on biliary and urinary concretions, and two introductory lec- 
tures, one of which contains the history of anatomy from the earliest period 
down to the time when he wrote ; also, considerations on the immediate con- 
nexion of that science with the practice of physic and surgery. Among other 
of his works, which are highly esteemed by the profession, we may notice his 
“ Essay on the Origin of the Venereal Disease,” which he communicated to the 
Royal Society ; and also his Reflections on the Symphisis Pubis.” 

By his will Dt Hunter bequeathed an annuity of £100 to his sister, Mrs 
Baillie, during her life, and the sum of £2000 to each of her daughters. The 
residue of his estate and effects went to his nephew. 

We may conclude our memoir of this eminent physician by relating the fol- 
lowing anecdote, which is said to have occurred in his visit to Scotland, before 
he had acquired the celebrity he so earnestly desired. As he and Dr Cullen were 
riding one day in a low part of the country, the latter pointed out to him his 
native place. Long Calderwood, at a considerable distance, and remarked how 
conspicuous it appeared. Well,” said he, with some degree of energy, ** if 1 
live 1 shall make it more conspicuous.” We need not add any comment on his 
Imving lived to verify fully this prediction. Such are the achievements which 
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Miiduity and peneverance are ever enabled to accomplislu The mond deducible 
from the lives of all eminent men teaches the same lesson. 

John Hunter, younger brother of the preceding, was one of the most profound 
anatomists and expert surgeons of the age in which he livedo We have 
already seen how much his brother did to promote the interests of medical 
science, and we shall find in the sequel, that the subject of our present memoir 
accomplished still more, and attained even to a higher and prouder eminence^ 
insomuch that his name is, as it were, consecrated in the history of his profession, 
and respected and esteemed by all who are in the slightest degree acquainted 
with the science. The exact date of his birth has been a subject of some dispute : 
— ^by Sir Everard Home it is placed in July 14, 17:^8 ; and this day has been 
celebrated as its annivenary by the College of Surgeons of London ; — Dr Adams, 
however, has dated it on the 13th of February, on the authority of the parish 
register shown to him by the Kev. James French, the minister of the parish. 
This evidence is sufficiently satisfactory ; and we, therefore, consider that the 
latter is the correct date of his birth. He was, as we have already stated, 
the youngest of the family, and born when his father had nearly reached the 
age of seventy. Being the youngest, he was a great favourite with both of his 
parents ; indeed, they allowed him to enjoy without restraint all the pleasures 
and pastimes which are the delight of early life, without imposing on him those 
tasks which are essential to an early and good eduo^iition. 'I'en years after his 
birth his mother was left a widow, and he was then the only son at home, one 
or both of his sisters being now married. Herein, therefore, wo may find every 
apology for the indulgence of his mother, who, doubtless, regarded him with an 
eye of no ordinary interest and affection. He was, accordingly, not sent to 
school until he had arrived at the age of seventeen, when he was placed at a 
grammar school — but not having the patience to apply himself to the cultivation of 
languages, and furthermore disliking the restraint to which he was subjected, he 
neglected his studies, and devoted the greater part of his time to country amuse- 
ments. Numerous are the instances of men of genius, who, like Hunter, 
neglected their education in youth ; but who, subsequently, by assiduous appli- 
cation and diligence, recovered their lost time, and attained to high eminence. 
Such was the case with Horne Tooke, Dean Swift, and others, whose names are 
honourably recorded in the history of literature. Care ought to be taken, how- 
ever, to impress it on the minds of youth, that the general rule is otherwise, 
and that early applic«*iiion is necessary in by far the majority of cases, to 
produce respectable attainments in mature life. About this time, Mr Buchanan, 
who had lately come from Loudon to settle at (ilasgow as a cabinet-maker, paid his 
addresses to Mr HunteFs sister Janet, and having many agreeable qualities she ac- 
cepted his offer, and contrary to the advice of her relations, was married to him. Mr 
Buchanan was a man of agreeable and fascinating address, and, besides other pleas- 
ing and companionable qualities, displayed the accomplishments of a good singer ; 
— so that his company was continually in request, and he yielded too freely to the 
pleasures and festivities of society. His business being in consequence neglected, 
his circumstances became embarrassed, and John Hunter, who was now seventeen, 
went to Glasgow on a visit to his sister, for whom he had the greatest adection, 
to comfort her in her distress, and endeavour to assist in extricating her husband 
from the difficulties in which he was involved. There is a report that Mr 
Hunter was destined to be a carpenter, and one of his biog^phers ventures to 
affirm that a wheel-wright or carpenter he certainly was however, the only 
g^iitid for such a statement seems to have been, that when orders were pressing 
he occasionally did assist his brother-in-law, by working with him at his trade. 
The occupation of a carpenter is, in towns distant from the metropolis, often 
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oombined with that of a cabinet maker ; — and thence arose the report to which 
s)re hare just alluded. His assistance could only have been very slight, and it 
being eventually impossible for Mr Buchanan to retrieve himself from his diffi- 
cultieSy he relinquished his business^ and sought a livelihood by teaching 
music^ besides which, he was appointed clerk to an Episcopal congregation. 
Tims the marriage of his sister, proved so far, in a worldly sense, unfortunate ; 
and the predictions of her relations were too tnily verified Her brother John 
soon became tired of witnessing embarrassments he could not relieve, and finding 
that his sister preferred grieving over her sorrows alone, to allowing him to be 
the constant witness of her grief, he returned to Long Calderwood, after an 
absence which had so far had a beneficial edect on him, that it weaned him 
from home, reconciled his mother to his absence, and in all probability 
suggested to him reflections and motives for future activity, which never other- 
wise might have occurred. It is no wonder that the village amusements to 
which he had been accustomed, now lost their wonted charms ; — it is no wonder 
that he felt restless and anxious to enter on some useful occupation, for already 
he had witnessed what were the bitter fruits of idleness and dissipation. He had 
often heard of his brother William's success in London, and he now wrote to 
him requesting permission to pay him a visit, at the same time odering to assist 
him in his anatomical labours ; — and in case these proposals were not accepted, 
he expressed a wish to go into the army. 

His brother William returned a very kind answer to his letter, and gave him 
an invitation to visit him immediately, which he cheerfully accepted, and accmni- 
panied by a Mr Hamilton who was going there on business, they rode together 
on horseback, and in September, 1748, he arrived in London. About a 
fortnight before the winter session of lectures for that year, his brother, anxious 
to form some opinion of his talents for anatomy, gave him an arm to dissect the 
muscles, with some necessary instructions for his guidance, and the performance, 
we are informed, greatly exceeded expectation. William now gave him 
a dissection of a more difficult nature, — an arm in which all the arteries were 
injected, and these as well as the muscles were to be exposed and preserved. 
His execution of this task gave his brother ve^y great satisfaction, nor did he 
now hesitate to declare that he would soon become a good anatomist, and, fur- 
thermore, he promised that he should not want for employment. Here we may 
observe, that the manipulation in dissecting requires a species of tact, which, like 
many other acquirements, is best obtained in early life ; and now under the 
instruction of his brother, and his assistant Mr Symonds, he had every oppor- 
tunity for improvement, as all the dissections carried on in London at this time 
were confined to that school. 

In the summer of 1749, the celebrated Cheselden, at the request of Dr Hunter, 
permitted John to attend at the Chelsea hospital, where he had ample oppor- 
tunities for studying by the sick-bed, the progress and modifications of disease. 
At this time surgical pathology was in a rude state ; and, among other absurd 
doctrines, the progress of ulceration was held to be a solution of the solid parts 
into pus, or matter. When the mind, however young, enters fresh and vigor- 
ous into the field of inquiry, untrammelled by early prejudices, it is apt to 
observe phenomena in new relations, and to discover glimmerings of paths 
which lead to the knowledge of unsuspected truths. Such, at this time, we may 
consider to have been the state of John Hunter’s mind ; — acute in all its per- 
ceptions ; discriminate in all its observations ; and free to embrace fearlessly 
whatever new theories his reflections might suggest Here, therefore, in 
learning the first rudiments of surgery, he first began to suspect the validity of 
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the doctrines whicli were promulgated, which some few years afterwards^ it was 
his good fortune to combat, and overthrow. 

In the succeeding season, Mr Hunter was so far advanced in the knowledge 
of practical anatomy as to relieve his brother from the duty of attending in the 
dissecting-room. Tliis now became the scene of the younger brother’s employ- 
ment during the winter months, whilst William confined himself to delivering 
lectures in the theatre. In the summer he resumed his attendance at the Chelsea 
hospital, and in the following year, 1751, he became a pupil at St llartholomew’s 
hospital, whore he was generally present at the performance of the most remark- 
able operations. At this time Mr Pott was one of the senior surgeons at the 
latter institution, and no man operated more expertly, or lectured with better 
efiect than he did ; and although his pathological doctrines were subsequently, 
and with justice, arraigned by his present pupil, his name is nowhere mentioned 
by him but with the highest respect. 

In the year 1753, Mr Hunter entered as a gentleman commoner in St Mary’s 
Hall, Oxford ; probably with the view of subsequently becoming a fellow of 
the College of Physicians. But his matriculation was not afterwards persevered 
in, and the following year he entered as surgeon’s pupil at St George’s hospi- 
tal. His object in taking this step, which might appear to have been siipertlu- 
ous, is obvious. He desired to obtain the appointment of surgeon to some 
public hospital ; and he well knew, that while his chance of success at Chelsea 
hospital was very remote, he was precluded from competing for the appointment 
at St Bartholomew’s, from the circumstance of his not having served an appren- 
ticeship to any surgeon of that hospital, a qualification expressly required by 
every candidate for that offit^e. He accordingly calculated that the chances 
were more in his favour at St George’s, where he hoped to obtain sufficient 
interest among the medical officers to facilitate his wishes. To this hospital he 
was, in two years afterwards, appointed house-surgeon. Tliis, we may observe, 
is a temporary office, the person holding which may be regarded as a resident 
pupil, who resides in the house, and is expected to be always in readiness to 
attend to any accident that may be brought to the house, or may occur in the 
vicinity. 

In the winter of 1755, he was admitted to a partnership in the lectures of his 
brother, a certain portion of the course being allotted to him, and he being 
required to lecture during the occasional absence of his colleague. Probably 
from the neglect of his early education he was little qualified to compete with 
his brother as a lecturer, a task he always performed with very great difficulty. 
For making dissections, and anatomical preparations, he was unrivalled in skill ; 
and this was of no mean importance when we remember, that this art was at 
that time very little known, and that such exhibitions were of great utility during 
the public lecture. “ Mr Hunter worked for ten years,” says Sir Fverard 
Home, ** on human anatomy, during which period he made himself master of 
what was already known, as well as made some addition to that knowledge. He 
traced the ramifications of the olfactory nerves upon the membranes of the nose, 
and discovered the course of some of the branches of the fifth pair of nerves. 
In the gravid uterus, he traced the arteries of the uterus to their termination in 
the placenta. He was also the first who discovered the existence of the lympha- 
tic-vessels in birds.” The difficulty of unraveling all the complex parts of the 
human frame, induced him to extend his inquiries, and examine into the struc- 
ture of the inferior animals, nature having, as Dr Jeofiroy St Hilaire has more 
recently demonstrated, preserved one type in the organization of all animate 
beings. He applied to the keeper of the tower, and the men who are the pro- 
prietors of the menageries of wild beasts, for the bodies of the animals which 
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died under their care, besides which he purcliased such rare animals as came in 
his way, and many were presented to him by his friends, which he very judi- 
ciously intrusted to the showmen to keep until they died, the better to secure 
their interest in assisting him in his labours. 

Ill health is too often the penalty of unremitting applicsition, and Mr Hunter’s 
health now beciiiiie so much impaired by excessive attention to his pursuits, that 
in the year 1760, when he had just completed his thirty-second year, he became 
affected by symptoms w'hich appeared to threaten consumption, and for which a 
milder climate was deemed advi«ible. 

In October, 1760, he was appointed by Mr Adair, surgeon on the staff, and 
the following spring he embarked with the army for Belleisle, leaving Mr Hew- 
son to assist his brother during his absence. Both in Belleisle and Poitugal he 
served as senior 6iirge<in on the sta6', until the year 1763, and during this period 
amassed the materials for Iiis valuable work on gun-shot w'ounds. Nor is tin's 
all ; taking advantage of the ojijiortunitics presented to him, he examined the 
bodies of many of the recently killed, with the view of tracing the health, struc.- 
tures of certain parts, as well as the nature of particular secretions. After the 
peace in 1763, Mr Hunter returned to l^'ngland, “ which,” says one of his 
biographers, ‘‘ 1 have often heard him 8*ay he had loft long enough to be satis- 
fied, how preferable it is to all other countries.” 

Mr Ilewson had now supplied the place of Mr Hunter in superintending dis- 
sections and assisting in the anatomical theatre during the space of two years, 
and it was scarcely to be expected that he would resume his connexion with liis 
brother. During his absence, the interest he had previously acquired in the 
profession, naturally became diminished ; for it is the fiiite of all who are either 
by necessity or choice induced to leave their native country, to find on their re- 
turn, the friendship of some alienated, and that death, or worldly circumstances 
liave compelled others to leave the circle of their former aerjunin lance. Here 
then we find Mr Hunter at the <*ige of thirty-six, with very limited means, and 
with few friends, settling in London to (M)ninience the great professional struggle 
which all are destined to encounter who enter on this particular path of life, 
which is generally found to be crowded with competitors wlioin good fortune 
has already signalized with success. Scarcely can any situation of greater 
anxiety be conceived, than that of an able and nctive-minded man sitting 
down to practise medicine in a city in which he is comparatively a stranger, 
and which is already supplied with numerous rival practitioners, on whom the 
public has already pronounced a favourable verdict. Such at this time was the posi- 
tion of Mr Hunter, as one of his biographers simply but emphatically expresses 
it, the practice of surgery now and for a long time afterwards afforded no 
opening for him ; Hawkins, Buniield, Sharpe, Totter, embraced almost the 
whole of family practice, whilst Adair and 'roinkins carried from him the chief 
of the practice derived from the army.” Disheartening, and indeed gloomy as 
these prospects now were, he returned with unabated ardour to his scientific 
pursuits, and laid the foundation of that eminence which he afterwards attained. 
If the difficulties of this world be met with philosophy, and with a firm resolu- 
tion to overcome them, they may generally be suniiounted, and they then leave 
the moral victor both the wiser and the happier for the conflict. So was it 
with John Hunter, who, flnding the emoluments from his half-pay and private 
practice insufficient to support him, determined on teaching practical anatomy 
and operative surgery. With the pecuniary means which he was thus enabled 
to raise, he purchased about two miles from London a piece of ground near 
Brompton, at a place called Earl’s Court, and there built a bouse for the pur- 
pose of experiments, which ho could not carry on successfully in a large town. 
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Here, in tlio course of his inquiries he made several important discoveries. He 
ascertained the changes which animal and vegetable substances undergo in the 
stomach, when acted on by the gastric juice ; he also, by feeding animals with 
madder, which tinges growing bones with a red colour, discarded the principles 
observable in the growth of bones ; and, furthermore, succeeded in explaining 
the process by which a dead piece is separated from the living bone. During 
his absence from England, liis name had in some degree been kept up before 
the attention of the public, by his brother’s essays in the Medical Commentaries, 
where we find several allusions to his experiments and observations. In conse- 
quence of these scientific researches, while he was yet, as a practitioner, over- 
looked by the public, the Royal Society, much to its honour, elected him a fel- 
low, in which title he preceded his brother, who was ten years older, 
and had been known ten years earlier in the metropolis. The adjudgment of 
this honour, and the recognition of the merit which it necessarily carried along 
with it, must in Mr Hunter’s circumstances, have been to him peculiarly grati- 
fying. It was to him a proud incentive to further exertion ; and a strong in- 
diiceiiient to bear up against the difhcultios, which, ns we have explained, at this 
time retarded his professional advancement. 

The love of science leads us at all times to resources which lie beyond the 
neglect and in justice of the world, and the mind of Hunter, untutored as it was 
in early life, now sought relief, occupation, and improvement in the paths 
which it opened up. Among other instructive amusements, he engaged in 
watching the peculiar habits and instincts of various animals, for which purpose 
he kept several, which should have been domiciled in menageries, in his own 
house. Sir Everard Home relates the following anecdote : two leopiirds 
which were left chained in an out-house, had broken from their coniinement 
and got into the yard among some dtigs, which they immediately attacked ; the 
howling this produced alarmed the whole neighbourhood. Mr Hunter ran into 
the yard to see what was the matter, and found one of them climbing up the 
wall to make his escape, the other surrounded by tlie dogs ; he immediately laid 
hold of them both and carried tliem back to their den. 13ut as soon as they 
w'ere secured, and he had time to reflect on the risk of his own situation, he was 
so much agitated that he was in danger of fainting.” Incredible as to some this 
anecdote may appear, we liesitate not to accord our implicit belief, knowing 
how remarkable a control men have exercised even over the most savage ani- 
mals, when themselves actuated by great courage and strong power of re-' 
solution. 

This year, by a strong exertion in dancing, Mr Hunter unfortunately broke 
the tendo A chillis, (the strong and broad tendon felt at the back of the foot,) 
in consequence of which lie introduced an improvement on the mode of treating 
this accident, which was superior to that recommended by Dr Alexander Munro, 
who had himself at a more advanced period of life experienced a similar mis- 
fortune. 

We have no account from Sir Everard Home of Mr Hunter’s town residence, 
until his brother, having completed his house in Windmill Street, assigned over 
to him the lease of his liouse in Jerinyn Street. It is presumed by one of his 
biographers, that on his iirst arrival in London he lodged, for the purpose of 
being near to his brother’s dissecting rooms, in Covent Garden, and another 
informs us that on his return from abroad he resided in (iolden Square. Be 
this as it may, he appears to have lived in Jermyn Street until the expiration 
of the lease in 1783, a period of fifteen years. Whatever may have been the 
slight difference which existed between him and his brother, the latter appears 
still to have interested himself in his welfare, as we find that, chiefly through his 
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interest, he was, in 17G8, (on the authority of Dr Symmons,) elected surgeon to 
St George’s hospital. He had now acquired the desired means for giving 
his talents and industry full scope ; for, as fellow of the Royal Society, he gained 
the earliest notice of every scientific discovery and improvement which might 
take place in Europe ; and as surgeon to this hospital, he had the means of ex- 
tending his observations, and confirming his pathological doctrines. His whole 
time was now devoted to the examination of facts, and the patient accumulation 
of such knowledge as he could gradually attain ; nor did he, as many others 
have done, ciiptivuted by love of fame, rush prematurely before the notice of the 
public. ** With the exception,’’ says one of his biographers “ of what was published 
in his name by his brother William, in the year 1764, there does not appear 
to be any thing by John up to the year 1772. If there were any publications, 
they must have terminated like many more by others ; they must have experienced 
the fate of abortions, or at least 1 know nothing of thenu” Herein he showed 
very considerable wisdom, and well would it have been for many authors, had 
they, like .fohn Hunter, persevered even in obscurity in maturing their knowledge 
before surrendering tliemselves to a tribunal, whose verdict will always in the end 
be found to have been dictated by the severest and most rigid principles of 
justice. 

The surgeons of most of the public hospitals in this country have the privi- 
lege of selecting, on their own terms, house-pupils, who rt^side with them a year 
or two after the completion of their education. Among many who became 
pupils of John Hunter, and afterwards acquired celebrity in their profession, 
we may notice the famous Dr Jenner, who boarded in his house in 1770 and 
1771, and lived in habits of intimacy with him until his death. In every 
ftonversatioii” says a friend of Dr Jeiiner’s “ as well as in a letter I received from 
him, he spoke with becoming gratitude of his friend and master.” Even the 
slightest recollection, or testimony of esteem, from such a man as Dr Jenner, 
in favour or illustration of the character of John Hunter must be received with 
interest. In 1771, Mr Hunter published the first part of his Treatise on the 
'Teeth, a very valuable work, the merit of which has not been surpassed by any 
later production. It may be observed m passavt, that this was the only work 
he sold to the booksellers, all his others being published on his own account, or 
communicated to miscellaneous collections, chiefly period iciils. Between the 
appearance of the first and second part of his treatise, Dr h'othergill published 
his paper on that painful afiection of the facial nerve, denominated Tic Do- 
louretix. 

While thus rising in eminence, Mr Hunter became attached to the daughter of 
Mr Boyne Home, surgeon of Burgoyne’s regiment of light horse, who was also the 
father of the celebrated Sir Everard Home. 'The young lady received his addresses 
favourably ; but the feelings of human nature, impassioned as they may be, 
must succumb to the cold reality of worldly circumstances; wherefore, their 
marriage was necessarily delayed until he had obtained a sufficient competency 
to maintain her in that rank of society, which for their mutual happiness was 
desirable. When the passions are staked on the success of such an attachment, 
and are in fact concentrated in the welfare of a being so chosen, disappointment 
annihilates all moral energy, and reduces the prospqpts of life into painful ruin ; 
— but when hope is allowed to feed itself on encouragement, and the future 
alliance definitively fixed, there is an object for exertion ; — a stimulus to action 
which will not allow of rest, until the means of gaining the promised end have 
been accomplished. This John Hunter appears to have duly felt, and his 
exertions therefore were correspondingly increased ; and during this time, when 
he could suspend his professional and scientific toils, nothing gave him greater 
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gratification than the pleasure of enjoying her siMiiety. “ The expenses of his 
pursuits,’’ says Sir Kverard Home, “ had been so great, that it was not for some 
years after his first engagement >vith this lady, that his afiairs could be siifliciently 
arranged to admit of his marriage, lliis happy period at length arrived, and 
he was married to Miss Home in 1771.” 

Whilst he was paying,” continues Sir Everard, his addresses to my sister, 

1 was a boy at Westminster school. During the holidays 1 came home, and Mr 
Hunter, who was frequently there, always showed me particular kindness ; ho 
made my father an o^r to bring me up to his profession, a proposal whick 1 
readily accepted. I was struck with the novelty and extent of his researches, 
had the highest respect and admiration for his talents, and was ambitious to tread 
the paths of science under so able n master.” 

The year after his marriage, at the request of Sir John Pringle, he read to 
the Royal Society a communication showing that after death the gastric juice has 
the power of dissolving the coats of the stomach. This paper he was persuaded 
to read to the society, before he had entirely completed the investigations which 
he further meditated; — but it appears that he did not afterwards return to the 
subject, cionsidering that the fac!t on which any further inquiries might bo formed 
had been sufficiently demonstrated. 

In the winter of 1773, he formed a plan for giving a course of lectures on the 
theory and principles of surgery, with the view of vindicating his own principles, 
which he frequently heard misquoted or ascribed to others, and of teaching them 
systematically. The first two winters, he read his lectures gratis to the pupils of 
iSt George’s hospital, and the winter following ciharged the usual terms of other 
teachers in medicine and surgery. “ For this, or for continuing them,” says 
one of his biogrnjdiers, there ccmld be no pecuniary motive. As he was 
under the necessity of hiring a room and lecturing by candle Hgbt, his emoln- 
metits must have been trifling, 'ilie lectures not being considered a part of 
medical education, his eJass was usually small ; and of the few that heard him, 
the greater part acknowledged their difficulty in understanding him, which was 
often proved by their incapacity of keeping up their attention. The task itself 
was so formidable to him, that he was obliged to take thirty drops of laudanum 
before lie entered the theatre at the beginning of each course. Vet he certainly 
felt greiat delight in finding liiiiiself understood, always waiting at the close of 
each lecture to answer any questions ; and evincing evident satisfaction when 
those questions were pertinent, and he perceived that his answers were satisfao 
lory and intelligible.” In addition to this. Sir Everard Home, after stating the 
fact of his having recourse to laudanum — tlie elixir vitm of the opium eater — 
‘‘ to take off the eflects of uneasiness,” adds, ‘‘ he trusted nothing to memory, 
and made me draw up a short absti'act of each lecture, which he read on the fob 
lowing evening, as a recapitulation to connect tlie subjects in the minds of the 
students.” Amidst all his avocations, both as a lecturer and practitioner, he still 
pursued with an unabated zeal and industry his researches into comparative ana- 
tomy. No opportunity for extending his knowledge on this interesting depart- 
ment of science did he permit to escape him. In the year 1773, at the request 
of Mr Walsh, lie dissected the torpedo, and laid before the Royal Society an 
account of its electrical organs. A young elephant which had been presented to 
the queen by Sir Robert Darker, and died, afforded him an opportuiiiry oi 
examining the structure of that animal; after which two other elephants in the 
queen’s menagerie likewise died, which he also carefully dissected. The year 
following, 1774, he published in the Philosophical Transactions an ac.count of 
certain receptacles of air in birds, showing how these communicate with the lungs 
and are lodged in the fleshy parts, and in the bones of these animals ; likewise 
in. X 
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a i»npei‘ on the jviJIaroo trout, rniniiionly c;nlie(l in Ireland tlie gizzard trout, 
in 1775, several animals of tlio species called the gyiiinotiis electricus of Siiri- 
iiaiii, were brouglit alive into this country, and by the curious phenomena they 
exhibited the attention of the scientific world was greatly excited. After making 
numerous experiments on theliving animals, Mr Walsh purchased those which died, 
and gave his friend Mr 1 iiinter an opportunity of examining them. I'his he readily 
accepted, and drew up an account of their electric^il organs, which he published 
in the Philosophical 'I'ransactions. In the same volume of that valuable work 
will be found his paper containing experiments respecting the powers of animals 
and vegetables in producing heat. Thus, in the paths of natural history did lie 
find a recreation from the more serious, and often irksome duties of his profes- 
sion ; — and by his skilful dissections, and acute observations, enriched our 
knowledge in this interesting and fascinating department of science. While 
thus engiiged, Mr Hunter foui.d a great difiicjilty in showing to advantage the 
natural appearances of many parts of animals which he wished to be preserved. 
In some instances the minute vessels could not be seen when the ]ireparation was 
immersed in spirits ; in others, Hie natural colour of the parts preserved, and 
even the character of the surface, aded and underwent a change after being 
some time immersed in this l)<|uid, — a circumstance which, to lliis day, 
diminishes very much the value of almost all the morbid preparations which are 
preserved in })rivate and public musea. The only method, therefore, of accom- 
plishing the object be had in view, was to have them carefully and <,orrectiy 
drawn at the time of the dissection. The expense of engaging draftsmen, the 
difiiculty of procuring them, and above all their ignorance of the subject to be 
delineated, were considerable objections to tludr employment Acconlingly, he 
engaged a young and talented artist named Hell, to live with him for ten years, 
during wliich period it was agreed that he should be employed both as a drafts- 
man and ill making anatomical preparations. This young man soon imbibed the 
spirit of bis master; be worked assiduously with his knife, his forceps, and his 
pencil ; he engaged himself during part of his time in copying out Mr Hunter’s 
lectures, and in less than ten years became a skilful an.atomisl and surgeon. 
Jly his labours, Mr llunter’s collection bec^ime enriched with many very accurate 
and spirited drawings ; and a variety of curious and delicate anatomical prepara- 
tions. 'I'liis skilful artist, by the interest of his friend Sir Joseph Haiikes, 
obtained tlie appointment of assistant surgeon in the honourable East India 
(Company for the scttleiiient of Hencoolen in Sumatra, whither he set out with 
the view both of improving his fortune, and collecting spct;imciis of natural 
history, lie was in both successful beyond his most sanguine expectations, fie 
sent home some very rare specimens of animals and corals, and two papers since 
published in the rhilosophical I'ransactions, — one giving a description of the 
double horned rhinoceros, and the oilier of an uncommonly formed fish. LIii- 
fortunately lor the c^use of science, lie died of fever in 1792, being one of the 
many who have been summoned from this world, amidst early promises of future 
excellence and success. 

In January, 1776, Mr Hunter was appointed surgeon extraordinary to his 
majesty, — an honour which contributed still farther to advance his professional 
interests. About this time the attention of the public was much directed to the 
efforts of the Humane Society. Dr Cogan was the first who introduced the sub- 
ject from Holland ; and after him. Dr Hawes did not suffer it to rest until it 
experienced the royal patronage. Here again we find Mr Hunter zealously en- 
gaged ill endeavouring to ascertain the best mode of restoring apparently drowned 
persons, the consequence of which was the production of a paper which he read 
to tlie lioyal Society, entitled “ Proposals for the Hecovory of I'crsons ap^iarentJy 
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Drowned.” The able author of this paper draws the distinction between the mere 
suspension of the functions by which life is supported, and absolute death, which 
he illustrates by reference to various animals, in whom, under certain conditions, 
the actions of life are temporarily suspended. It further contains a description 
of tlie signs of life and death, which are of vast importance ; indeed, notwith- 
standing the progress that has since been made, both in C-ilermany and Uritain, in 
medical jurisprudence, this paper contains iiifunnation which has by no means 
been superseded. 

In the autumn of this year, Blr Hunter was taken extremely ill, and the 
nature of his complaints induced both his friends and himself to apprehend that 
his life was in imminent danger. However, the anticipated calamity was averted ; 
ho rallied, and was restored to his friends and the public, to whom bis subse- 
(pient services were of such vast importance. When on his sick bed, he reflected 
on his own w'orldly affairs, such ns he wa? about +o leave them; — he perceived 
that all his fortune had been expended in bis pursuits ; that his family had no 
prckvision excepting what might .arise from the sale of his collection ; and he 
iiatiirnlly, on this account, suffered mudi solicitude and anxiety. No sooner did 
he leave his sick chaiiibor, than lie tioramenc m arranging his collection, so that 
it might, in whatever event, comiiiand its value, and with this view he began to 
make a catalogue of the collection ; but the delicacy of his health obliged him 
to desist from his labours, and persuaded by bis friends and relatives, he retired 
for a time to Hath. During his absence, Mr Everard Home was employed to 
draw out descriptions of the preparations, leaving blanks for those with wliicJi 
he was unacquainted. His cmuplaints were considerably ameliorated by bis 
residence at Hath ; and though he returned to town before he was quite convales* 
cent, lie continued to amend, and w'as soon recovered. 

In 1778, he published the second part of his Treatise on the Teeth, and also, 
in the Philosophical 'rransa<;tiong, a paper on the heat of animals and vegetables. 

I bad MOW,” says 8ir JOveraid Home, “ lived six years with Mr Hunter and 
completed my education ; his expenses IkwI always exceeiled his income. 1 had 
tJierefore no emolument to expect from reiimitiing in liis house, which made it 
ne(;essary for me to take up some line for my own support, and admiral Kep- 
pel’s action with the French fleet was the means of procuring me a very eligible 
siliiatiun.” 

'J ims Mr Hunter was now deprived of the valuable assistance of his former 
pupil. And here w'e may pause to observe, both from the reflections which he 
made during his late illness, Jiiid the statement of Sir E. Home, that his expendi- 
tiire had always exceeded his income, how slow are the emoluiuents of men 
whose scientific labours are nevertheless an advantage and honour to their 
country. Mr Hunter Iiad now arrived at the age of fifty years, thirty of 
which had been devoted to his profession ; he had been eleven years mem- 
ber of the Iloyal Society, and nine years an hospital surgeon; — ho was 
respected and esteemed by the most nccoinplislied men of science, and his 
claims to honourable distinction recognized by the nobility and by royalty 
itself ; but still bis pecuniary circumstances were at so low an ebb, that, bail 
he died during his late illness, his wife and children would have been left. 
(M)mparatively destitute. His expenses do not appear to have been great; his 
family had increased, hut only two survived, and these were still of an age to be 
little expensive ; his own personal expenses were not considerable ; and yet five 
years after this period (says one of his biographers), when he purchased a lease- 
hold in Leicester Square, he assured us that he was under the necessity of mort- 
gaging before he could pay for it, and for some time afterwards he used to 
regret that all lie could (;ollect in fees ** went to carpenters and bricklayers ; 
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uliilst tli« sum expended was scarcely sufficient to furnish tlie library of a 
literary character/’ But the calamities and poverty of men of j^enius are so 
proverbial, that the hand of humanity willingly draws a veil over their suderings ; 
and yet there is something higher than riches to be oblained in this world, and 
amidst all the difficulties he has to encounter, happy is he who can command the 
power of contributing even in the slightest degree to the well-being and happi* 
ness of the human race. It is this high hope, tliis internal moral conviction, 
which always has, and ever will support genius along the difficult and thorny 
track which it is ever its destiny to tread/ In 1760, Mr Hunter laid before the 
Hoyal Society an acc^ount of a woman who had the small pox during pregnancy, 
and in whom the disease seems to have been coiniiiunicated to the fertus. 'J he 
following year he was elected fellow of the Royal Society of Sciences and Belles 
Lettres at Gottenburg. 

During this 2 >eriod, he read before the Royal St)ciety many valuable com- 
munications ; among which we may notice, a paper on the Organ of Hearing 
in Kish, and six Croonian lectures on Muscubr Motion. In these lectures he 
c.ollccted all the observations that had been made on the muscles, respecting 
tiieir powers and effects, and the stimuli by which they are excited ; and to 
these he added comparative observations concerning the moving powers of 
plants ; but these lectures were not published in tlie Philosophif;al 'J'ransactioiis, 
as they were not considered by the author to be sufficiently complete disser- 
tations. 

Sir ICvcrard Home inforiiis us, that in the year 1783, Mr Hunter was chosen 
into the Royal Society oi‘ Medicine and Royal Aitadeiiiy of Surgery in I’aris. 
In this year, continues the same writer, the lease of his house in .iermyn Street 
ex^iired, and his collection being now too large to be contained in bis dwelling 
house, he purchased tlie lease of a large house on ihe east side of Leicester 
Square, and the whole lot of ground extending to (Jastle Street, in which there 
was another house. In the middle space between the two houses he erected a 
building for his collection. Upon tliis building be expended above three thou- 
sand pounds, and, iiiifurtunately for his family, the lease did not extend beyond 
twenty-four years. * * * ^^ * '• During the execution of this exten- 

sive plan 1 returned to England from Jamaica, where, at the close of the war, I 
had been apjiointed staff surgeon. * # # ♦ 1 found Mr Hunter now ad- 

vanced to a considerable practice, and a still greater share of public confidence. 
His collection had increased with his income. In this he was materially assisted 
by his friendship with Sir Jose^di Bankes, who not only allowed him to take any 
of his own specimens, but ^irocured him every curious animal production in his 
power, and afterwards divided between him and the British Museum all the 
specimens of animals lie had collected in his voyage round the world. Drawing 
materials from such amjile sources, standing alone in this branch of science, and 
high in the public estimation, he had so much attention paid to him, that no new 
animal was brought to this country which was not sliown to him ; many were 
given to him, and of those which were for sale he had commonly the refusal ; 
under these circumstances his collection made a progress which would otherwise 
have been impossible. In Ajiril, 1785, his new rooms were completed, and 1 
devoted the whole of the summer to the object of assisting him in moving liis 
))reparations, and arranging them in their proper order.”*"* 

The surgical practice of Mr Hunter now daily increased, and lie performed 

^ Vide Exposition of the false medium and barrier excluding men of genius from the 
public*. London, Effingham Wilson, 181^. . . 

2 Life of John Hunter by Sir Everard Home, prefixed to his TreatiS3 on tlie Blood, Inflam- 
mation, and Gun shot wounds. 
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with great skill and judgment numerous operations, which were at that time new 
in the art of surgery ; but whatever may have been the multiplicity of his pro> 
fessioiiiil engagements, his mind was still devoted to eifecting improvements in 
roedic^ai education, and with this view, assisted by his friend the celebrated Dr 
Fordyce, he instituted a medical society, called the liyccum Medicum Londinense, 
the meetings of which were held in his own lecture-rooms, and which acquired 
no inconsiderable reputation, both from the numbers and character of its mem- 
bers. Institutions of this kind have been of eminent importance in fostering 
and eliciting talents that have done honour to medical science ; and this under 
the patronage it enjoyed did not fail to flourish. 

In the year 178G, in consequence of the death of Mr Middleton, Mr Hunter 
was appointed deputy surgeon general to the army ; shortly after which he pub- 
lished his work on the venereal disease, and another entitled Observations 
on <;orLain parts of the Animal Kconomy;” both which works rank high in the 
estimation of the profession. Sir Everard Home mentions the curious fact, that 
he chose to have his works printed and published in his own house, but ** find- 
ing,’’ be adds, “ this measure to bear hard upon tiie booksellers in a way which 
had not been explained, and w'liich w'as not intended, the second editions were 
sold by Mr Johnson in St Paul’s Ehurch-yard, and Mr Nicoll, Pall Mall.” In 
the spring of this year he had another very severe illness, which confined him to 
bed, and rendered him incapable of any kind of business. In this state,” says 
his biographer, 1 was obliged to take upon myself tbe charge of his pa- 
tients, as well as of his other affairs ; and these were so extensive, that my resi- 
dence in liis house became absolutely necessary. His recovery was very slow, 
and his health received so severe a shock, that he was never afterwards entirely 
free from complaint or capable of his usual bodily exertion. After his recovery 
from this illness, he was subjected to affections of the heart upon every occasion 
which agitated his mind. In this infirm state he was unable to attend jmtieiifs 
upon sudden calls in the night, or to perform operations without assislaiice ; and 
for these years I continued to live with him until within a year of his dciitli, 
and then took a house Avithin a few doors, which, in no respects detached me 
from his pursuits, or prevented me from taking a part in his private practice. 
The uncertainty of the continuance of life under this aflection ; the mental agi- 
tation, and frequent depression Avith Avhicli it is almost invariably attended, 
render the victims of such generally anxious and unhappy ; tbe canker 
worm is felt to be preying Avitlun the living frame, and there is no hope of 
restoration to permanent health. But notwithstanding all this, his energies re- 
mained unabated, and he still toiled Avith his Avon ted alacrity in the pursuit of 
knoAvledge. In the year 1787, he submitted to the Royal Society a paper 
giving an account of tiie experiment he had made to determine the eflect of ex- 
tirpating one ovarium, on the number of tbe young ; also another communica- 
tion, in wbicli be proves the wolf, jackal! , and dog to be of the same species; 
and another on the anatomy of the Avhale tribe. In return for these labours, 
having been twelve years a felloAv, he received the gold Copleyan medal. Dis- 
tinctions of this kind, although abstractly no stimulus to men Avho are actuated 
by higher motives in pursuit of knowledge, when conferred on men of such emi- 
nent abilities, not only do honour to tlie individual to Avhom they are presented, 
hut to the institution by Avhicli they are aAvarded ; and certainly, on reviewing 
the labours of John Hunter, there Avas perhaps no man Avho ever lived, better 
entitled to this honour. In the July of this year, he Avas chosen a member of 
the American Philosophical Society ; and the same year, on account of hts con- 
tinued ill health, he applied to the governors of St George’s hospital to allow 
him an assistant surgeon, to Avhicli request they readily n<x:eded ; and Sir 
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EiVerard Home was appointed to the office. In the year 1789, he succeeded 
Mr Adair as inspector general of hospitals, and surgeon general of the army, 
and about the same time was admitted a member of the lioyal College of Sur- 
geons in Ireland. 

In the year 1792, Mr Hunter found that the period which he allotted to lec- 
turing interfered so much with his other avocations, that he gave his materials 
for the lectures into the hands of Sir Kverard Home, who relieved him of this 
duty. He now therefore began to prepare for the press his “ Treatise on the 
Blood, Inflammation, and Cun-shot w*ounds,’* the data for which he had been 
collecting for many years. In his dedication to the king, he states that his ap- 
pointment as surgeon on the start* in the expedition against Belleisle aftorded 
him the opportunities of attending to gun-shot wounds, of seeing the errors and 
defects in that branch of military surgery, and of studying to remove them. 
He further adds, that it drew his attention to inflammation in general, and 
enabled him to make the observations which form the bases of tliat doctrine, 
which has since his time exc>ited so much controversy among physiologists. By 
a series of very interesting experiments, and by a very ingenious mode of 
reasoning, he came to the conclusion maintained by this doctrine, which holds, 
that the blood ns existing in its fluid state is alive, and that its death causes the 
idianges which are observed to take place when it is abstracted from the body. 
Ill the Old Testament we read, ye shall eat the blood of no maiuier of flesh ; 
for the life of Jill flesli is the blood,” (Levit. xvii. 14.) 'J'he same doctriiiir 
too seems promulgated in the Alcoran — and appears to have been maiiit'iined 
by the celebrated Harvey ; — but notwithstanding these flicts, there is no reason 
to presume th«at the idea was plagiarized by John Hunter : on the contrary, his 
opinion was with him original, Jiiasimicli as it was elicited by the exjieriments 
which he himself performed. This would by no means be an approprialo place 
to discuss the general merits of this physiologicvil doctrine ; but we do not err 
in stating that it is supported by \ery plausible evidence, and is maintained by 
many eminent men of science. The nature and seat of the living principle 
which raises man above the iiiaiiiniate beings by which he is surrounded, is 
manifestly beyond the reach of human investigatitm ; but it must be satisfactory 
to those who have not time nor inclination even to examine the evidenc-e which 
has been on either side adduced, to find, that such luen ns .lohn Hunter and 
Abenielhy recognized the existence of something beyond tlie mere mechanisiii 
of the human frame ; that they in their acute reasonings urged the existence of 
an internal and self-sustaining principle, which modifies the different conditions 
of matter, and must be therefore superior to its decay. 

In the year 1792, Mr Hunter was elected an honorary member of the Chi- 
riirgico-riiysical Soiuety of Edinburgh, and likewise connected himself with the 
Veterinary College, then just projected in London. ‘‘ 'J'ho origin of this insti- 
tution,” says Hr Adams, ‘‘ was at Odiham in Hampshire ; the Agricultural 
Society of which had oflered a premium for the best account of the glandeins. 
Mr Sergeant Bell was the fortiincite r.andidate, and the society was so well 
pleased with his piece, that in a little time after, a Veterinary College was pro- 
jected, over which that gentleman should preside. As soon as the proposal was 
known to Mr Hunter he eagerly joined it, urging the advantages which might 
be derived from it, not only to quadrupeds, but to man, by extending our 
knowledge of physiology and more especially of pathology. In order to forward 
the plan, severul gentlemen, the duke of Bedford at their head, deposited £500 
on the chance of its being never returned. Mr Hunter w'as one of the number. 
It was proposed that he should examine Mr Sergeant Bell, to which he readily 
assented. It will e<ifeily he conceived by those who arc not at all acquainted 
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ivitli the continental pathology of those days, that the examination proved unsntis* 
factory. Mr Hunter would have gladly introdu(%d another gentleman ; but this 
did not at all lessen his zeal in promoting the object of the institution.*' Such 
was the origin of his connexion with the London Veterinary College, of which 
he now became one of the vice-presidents. 

In the transactions of the Society for improving Medical Knowledge, of which 
Mr Hunter was one of the original and most zealous members, he published 
about this period papers on the Treatment of Infiained Veins, on Introsuscep- 
tioii, and on a mode of conveying food into the stomach in cases of paralysis of 
the (Psophagiis. He likewise finished his Observations on the Economy of Bees, 
and presented them to the Iloyal Society. These observations he iinished at 
PaiTs Court, which was his place of retirement from the toils of his profession, 
but by no means a retreat from those intellectual Labours which diveraitied the 
whole tenor of his life. “ It was there,” says Sir Everard Home, “ he ferried 
on his experiments on digestion, on exfoliation, on the transplanting of teeth 
into the combs of cocks, and ail his other investigations on the animal economy, 
as well in health as in disease. 'I'he common bee was not alone the subject of 
his observation, but the w'asp, hornet, and the less known kinds of bees were 
also objects of his attention. It was there he made the series of preparations of 
the external and internal changes of the silk worm ; also a series of the incuba- 
tion of the egg^, with a very valuable set of drawings of the whole series. The 
growth of vegetables was also a favourite subject of inquiry, and one on which 
he was always engaged making experiments. In this retreat he had collected 
many kinds of animals and birds, and it was to him a favourite amusement in 
Ills walks to attend to their a<'.tions and to their habits, and to make them 
familiar with him. Ttie fiercer animals were those to which he was most partial, 
and he had several of the bull kind from all parts of the world. Among these 
was a beautiful small bull he had received from the queen, with which he used 
to wrestle in play, and entertain himself with its exertions in its own defence. 
Ill one of tliese contests the bull overpowered him and got him down, and had 
not one of the servants accidentally come by, and frightened the animal away, 
his frolic would probably have cost him liis life."'* Tlie pleasure which a man 
of high intellectual endowments, and refined sensibility, lakes in watching the 
habits, and in a manner sympathizing with the feelings exhibited by the lower 
classes of animals, (‘.onstitutes one of the most amiable and noble features which 
his disposition can pourtray, and doubtless must give rise to some of the finest 
and most generous feelings of which human nature is susceptible. Man is in all 
cases the representative, or rather the repetition of mere man, and in the siider- 
iiigs of one of his own species he sees reflected as in a mirror the miseries he 
himself may possibly have to endure ; wherefore the chords of pity are by a 
latent feeling of scli-iiiterest vibrated, and he enters into coinmiseratioii with his 
fellow man ; but to extend his thoughts and feelings beyond the possible range 
of his own experience to the commonly despised, or perhaps niaitreated lower 
animals, manifests a high and generous tone of feeling independent of all such 
collateral selfishness, and in perfect consonance with the most elevated principles 
of Christian philosophy. Here then we have before us the instance of a philo- 
sopher whose profound knowledge had already, in no trifling degree, contributed 
to the advancement of sc.icnce and the benefit of tlie huiuaii race, familiarizing 
himself, and with child-like simplicity playing, with animals, which, although of 
a lower order of classification, possess senses as acute, feelings as strong, and 
nec^essities as urgent as our own, and which by their complex and equally perfect 
organization, prove themselves to be as much the subjects of divine care, — and 

» Ibid. 
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in their own splieres as important in carrying out and completing the great 
scheme of tlie iinivei'se. 

We have thus already traced the life of John Hunter from youth to 
middle age ; from obscurity to eminence ; from adversity to prosperity ; and 
it remains for us now to notice those accessions of disease which rendered the 
tenure of his life one of extreme uncertainty. We have already stated 
that in the spring of 1760, he was conhned to bed by a serious illness, — an 
acute attack of gout, which returned the three following sjirings, but not the 
fourth. In the spring of 1773, he became affected with very severe spasmodic 
symptoms, owing to disease of the heart. His next illness took place in 1776, 
and this appears to have been oc^;asioned by inflammation in the arteries of the 
brain, which gave rise to morbid appearances that were recognized after death. 
It is said that this attack was occasioned by mental anxiety, arising from the 
circumstance of his being obliged to pay a large sum of money for a friend for 
whom he had become security, and which his circumstances rendered extremely 
inconvenient. After, on this occasion, taking certain refreshments, and feeling 
relieved, he ventured on attempting a journey of eight miles in a post-chaise ; 
but he became so much worse that he was obliged to go to bed, and was after- 
wards brought home in a post-chaise. The determination of bl(»od to the head, 
in particular, gave rise to many very remarkable symptoms. When he went to 
bed he felt giddy, and experienced a sensation of being suspended in the air. 
This latter painful feeling increased. The least motion of his head upon the 
pillow seemed to be so great that he scarcely dared attempt it. If he but moved 
his head half round, it appeared to be moving from him with great velocity. T he 
idea he had of his own size was that of being only two feet long; and when he 
drew up his foot or pushed it down, it seemed to be moving a vast way. His 
sensations became extremely acute or heigbiened ; he could not bear the least 
light, a curtain and blanket were obliged to be hung up before it, and the bed 
curtains closely drawn. He kept his eyes flrmly closed, but if a candle was only 
passed across the room he could not bear it His hearing was also painfully 
acute ; as was likewise his sense of smell and of taste ; every thing he put into 
his mouth appearing of a higher flavour than natural. After being bled, and 
subjected to other reducing treatment, he recovered from this severe attack ; 
but liis constitution had received a shock, which nothing could surmount. An 
organic disease lurked within, which every excitement would aggravate, if not 
lead to direct and suddenly fatal consequences. He had no particular illness, 
however, from this period until 1785, although,” says Sir Kverard Home, 
he appeared much altered in liis looks, and gave the idea of being much older 
than could be accounted for from the number of years which had elapsed.” The 
physiognomy of deatii is often impressed on the features of the living, for some 
time before the fatal event occuix which severs them from their relations with 
the world. So was it with John Hunter ; — but in the beginning of the April 
of this latter year, he became attacked with a dreadfully severe spasmodic disease, 
which, like liis similar attacks, was induced by nientnl anxiety. His feet, bis 
hands, and then his chest became successively aflccted ; and in eflect the exten- 
sion of the spasm became so considerable that he repeatedly swooned. “ I was 
with him,” says his accomplished brother-in-law, “during the whole of 
this attack, and never saw any thing equal to the agonies whiefi he suflered ; 
and when he fainted away I thought him dead, as the pain did not seem to 
abate, but to carry him oft’, having first completely exhausted him.” Suck were 
the intense suflerings he endured : nevertheless, he rallied, and partially 
recovered, nor did any thing of the kind particularly recur until the December 
of 1769, when at the house of a friend he became afllicted by a total loss of 
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memory. He did not know in what part of the town he was ; nor even the 
name of the street when told it ; nor where his own house was, nor had he any 
conception of any place existing beyond the room he was in, yet in the midst 
of all this was he perfectly conscious of the loss of memory. He was sensible of 
impressions of all kinds from the senses, and thei'efore looked out of the window, 
although rather dark, to see if he could be made sensible of the situation of the 
house ; at length this loss of memory gradually went off, and in less than half an 
hour his memory was perfectly recovered. About a fortnight afterwards when 
visiting a patient, an attack, somewhat of a similar nature recurred ; and during 
this illness he was attended by Dr Pitcairn and Dr Baillie. Amidst all the 
diseases and sufferings to which the living body is subjected, the changes which in 
an especial manner affect the mind, are interesting to all — whether professional 
or non-professional. His mental impressions during this attack were lively, 
indeed, often disagreeably so. His dreams had so much the strength of reality 
that they often awakened him ; but the remembrance of them remained 
perfect 

The sensation,'^ says Sir Everard Home, “ which he had in his head was not 
pain, but rather so unnatural as to give him the idea of having no head. The 
organs of sense (as in- the former illness,) were painfully acute. He could not 
endure the light; and every thing had a yellow cast Sounds were louder 
than natural, and every object had lost its true direction, leaning, as nearly as he 
could guess, to an angle of fifty or sixty degrees. His recovery from this attack 
was less perfect than from any other ; he never lost the obliquity of vision ; 
and his memory became much impaired. The recurrence too of the spasms 
became more frequent The slightest exertion induced them. He never went 
to bed without their being brought on by the act of undressing himself ; — they 
came on during the middle of the night ; — the least excitement in conversation 
was attended by them ; and even operations in surgery if requiring any nicety, 
otunsioned them. It is remarked by Sir Everard Home, that as his mind was 
irritated by trifles, these produced the most violent effects on his disease. His 
coachman,’’ says he, ** being beyond his time, or a servant not attending to his 
directions, brought on the spjisms, while a real misfortune produced no such 
effect He thus continued to drag on a painful and precarious existence, 
witli the grave every moment threatening to open beneath his feet At length 
the fatal event so long anticipated by his friends occurred ; it was sudden ; and 
occasioned, as his former fits had been, by mental excitement The circum- 
stances by which this was occasioned, are thus detailed by Dr Adams, who had a 
personal knowledge of them. ** A law,’^ says he, ** concerning the qualifica- 
tions required for the admission of pupils, had been carried contrary to the 
wishes of Mr Hunter. At this time he was applied to by a youth ignorant of 
the new regulation and consequently unprovided with any documents. His for- 
mer residence was at a great distance, and he was anxious not to lose time during 
an expensive stay in London, in fitting himself for professional service. Mr 
Hunter, to relieve himself from the irksomeness of pleading or explaining, 
requested the case might be drawn up in the form of a letter addressed to him- 
self’. This he proposed to bring with him at the meeting of the next board. 
Notwithstanding this great caution, however, he felt the probability of a contest 
which he might prove unable to support. On the succeeding day the writer of 
this, (Dr Adams,) had a very long conversation with him, in which we were 
insensibly led to bis complaint ; a subject of all others the most interesting to 
his friends, and on which he never was backward in conversing. He was willing 
to hear every argument against the probable existence of an organic infirmity ; 
but it was«ea8y to see that his own opinion remained the same. Nor did he fail 
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on this occasion, to revert to the eflect which it had on his temper. On the foi* 
lowing day, I am informed from good authority, he told a baronet, who called 
on him in the morning, that he was going to the hospital ; that he was fearful 
some unpleasant rencounter would ensue, and if such should be the case, he knew 
it must be his death.’’ Notwithstanding this presentiment, he chose to hazard the 
event, for the purpose of defending a youth, against what appeared to him an 
oppressive and unjust regulation. The generosity of sudi a motive is the best 
apology for the indiscretion in attending the meeting, at which such fatal conse- 
quences were, even by himself, apprehended. “ On the IGth October,” says Sir 
Everard Home,” when in his usual state of health, he went to St George’s 
hospital, and meeting with something which irritated his mind, and not being 
perfe<1;ly master of tlie circumstances, he withheld his sentiments ; in which 
state of restraint he went into the next room, and turning round to Dr Robin- 
son, one of the physicians to the hospital, he gave a deep groan, and dropped 
down dead.” His body was conveyed from the hospital in a sednn chair, and 
underwent a careful medical examination, by which it appeared that among 
other morbid changes that had occurred, the arteries both of the heart and brain 
had undergone ossification. His funeral was attended by a fev* of his oldest 
medical friends, and his remains interred in the vault under the pariah chiirf'Ji 
of St Martin’s in the Fields. He expired, it may be added, in 'lis sixtv-fifth 
year, the same age, at which his brother Dr Williaai Hunter died. 

We have now noticed seriutim the principal events which t-hnA'ictcHzed tlio 
life of this eminent surgeon, and throughout them we notice tlie niaoi csiation 
of great mental energy, combined vith iMmsidei-able jM)wer8 of originalily. 
His early education, had it is true been grievously iicg'^cted ; h..t this very 
fact left him at liberty to explore more fraely new ami unlroddon paths, which 
men shackled by 8(dio]astic dogmas, and bowing with urdue reverence to pi’e- 
existing authorities, seldom have the courage to attempt. With such men the 
deviation from established rules is regarded ns a sjiecies rtf heterodoxy ; and 
their learning, tlierefore, chains them down to a fixed and never improving 
system. Thus it ^\ns with the majority of physicians who embraced, and Uieii 
promulgated ex cathedra the doctrines of Galen, Boerhaave, Stahl, and others ; 
but it was otherwise with John Hunter ; he was of no scJiool ; he went with an 
unprejudiced mind to nature, and examined into all her operations with that 
freedom and independence wliich can alone advance the true interests of philo- 
sophy. He read very little. ** I have learned,” says one of his biographers, 
** from a gentlciiinii who w'as very intimate with him, that when he had made a 
discovery, it was his custom to relate it to Mr ('ruickshanks, who fi*equently in- 
formed him that Haller had made the same observation before.” In every de- 
partment of science, and even in general literature, such coincidences of 
observation will often occur ; and these too frequently have given rise to charges 
of wilful plagiarism, of which the suspected author was never guilty. John 
Hunter was a man of truly original observation ; and distinguished himself as 
much by the practical application of his knowledge, as by the ingenious theories 
wliich he adopted. As a surgeon, he was a bold but judicious, a quick yet 
skilful operator ; and suggested many improvements in the mode of performing 
difRcult operations. He discovered the method of operating for popliteal aneu- 
rism by taking up the femoral artery on the anterior part of the thigh without 
interfering with the tumour in the ham, by which the pain, and danger, and 
future 'sufferings of the patient are materially mitigated. This indeed ranks 
among the most important of the improvements which have recently been intro- 
duced into the practice of suigery. It may be added, that John Hunter always 
held the showy part of surgery in the lowest estimation, “ To perforin an 
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operation/’ said he, is to mutilate a patient whom we are unable to cure ; it 
should therefore be considered as an acknowledgment of the imperi^ction 6f 
our art’’ How didbrent a sentiment is this from that entertained by some 
eminent surgeons, who, with much surgical skill but little humanity, xeoom* 
mend operations at the risk of the patient’s life, and liandle the knife, when 
in the public theatre, rather with the view of exhibiting their own dexterous 
manipulation, than with that of relieving the condition of the unfortunate 
being who writhes beneath the torture whicii is so coolly and ostentatiously 
inflicted. 

In the former part of our memoir we adye]i;ed to the difliculties which this 
eminent surgeon experienced for some years in struggling against those 
pecuniary adversities, which seem in an especial manner to oppress men of 
superior mental endowments. But the subsequent tenor of his career teaches 
a lesson which cannot too strongly be inculcated ; — that resolution, industry, 
and perseverance, will in the end batfle the evil genius which seems at flrst to 
throw thorns and impediments around our path. During the first eleven years of 
his practice, which, it must be admitted, was for him a long and tedious mental 
probation, l«is income never amounted to a thousand pounds a year ; however, 
the four succeeding years it exceeded that sum ; and for several years previous 
to Ills ucath, it increased to five, and was at that period six thousand pounds 
a year Whatever difflculties, therefore, at first beset his progress were event- 
ually surmounted ; he attained the highest rank in his profession ; he was uni- 
versally ceteemed and extolled as a man of general science ; he had as much 
pv2icti(!e as he could aiten bO ; his er^oluments were considerable ; and if we 
raise up the curtain oi domestic life, we shall find him cheered by the society of 
a wife whom be loved ; whose superior mental accomplishments rendered her a fit 
companion even for a man of his elevated scientific rank ; besides all which, he 
was the parent of tuo children, in whom, it was natural that his best hopes and 
wannest affections should be centered. Nor,” says Dr Adams, was he in- 
sensible of these blessings ; he has often told me, that if he had been allowed to 
bespeak a pair of children, they should have been those with which providence 
had favoured him.” But the cup of human enjoyment seldom mantles to the 
brim without containing some drops of alloying bitterness ; and there is no 
doubt but that professional anxieties, and ill health rendered his temper irritable 
and impetuous. He was, says Sir Everard Home, readily provoked, and when 
irritated not easily soothed. His disposition was candid and free from reserve, 
even to a fault. He hated deceit, and as he was above every kind of artifice, 
he detested it in others, and too openly avowed his sentiments. His mind was 
uncommonly active ; it was naturally formed for investigation, and that turn 
displayed itself on the most trivial occasions, and always with mathematical 
exactness. What is curious, it fatigued him to be long in mixed company 
which did not admit of connected conversation, more particularly during the 
last ten years of his life. He required less relaxation than other men ; seldom 
sleeping more than four hours in the night, but almost always nearly an hour 
after dinner : this probably arose from the natural turn of his mind being so 
much adapted to bis own occupations, that they were in reality his amusements, 
and therefore did not fatigue. 

We have already seen how much time, even amidst his arduous professional 
toils and miscellaneous pursuits, he devoted to comparative anatomy, and in 
collecting preparations to illustrate every department of that interesting science. 
The museum which he succeeded in founding, remains to this day a monument 
of his industry, perseverance, and ingenuity. Here we find arranged in a 
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reg^iilar order of progressive classification every species of animate being, or link 
in the chain of organization, from the lowest vegetable, in which life can be 
scarcely recognized, up to man ; but no account or description, however minute, 
can do adequate justice to such a collection. By his will he left it, under the 
discretion of his executors, to be sold for the benefit of his family, in one entire 
lot, to the government of Gre«it Britain ; or in case of refusal, to any other 
government or state which would ofier such a price for it, as all parties might 
<x>nsider reasonable. Six years after his death, it w'as purchased by the British 
parliament for fifteen thousand pounds, and given to the College of Surgeons, 
on condition that twenty-four lectures ^ould be delivered annually to members 
of the college, and that under certain regulations it should be open to the 
public. We thus find that, while his eider brother completed a museum which 
does honour to the university in which it is preserved, the younger, by his in- 
dustry and perseverance, completed another, w'hidi has been pronounced by the 
most competent judges to be an honour to his country. How practical a lesson 
does this afibrd of the prodigious achievements which may be accomplished, by 
the sustained perseverance and labours of a single individual ! 

In personal appearance, John Hunter was much below the ordinary mid- 
dle stature ; but his body was well formed for muscular exertion, and when 
in health be was .always extremely active. His (countenance was open, and 
although impressed with lines of thought, was by no means habitually severe ; 
on the contrai'y, its expression soon softened into tenderness, or became lighted 
up by mirth, according as the impression swept across liis mind. When Lavater 
saw his print, he said ** That man thinks for himself,’* an opinion which the 
whole tenor of his actions will be seen to have verified. An admirable portrait 
of him was painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, of which a spirited engraving was 
executed by Mr Sharpe. A bust also of him was modeled by a Mr Ba(X)n, 
in the modeding of which be was assisted by a cast taken during life. He was 
quick in manner, and ** in conversation,” says Sir Kverard Home, ** spoke too 
fi*eely and harshly of his contemporaries but this, we are given to understand, 
arose rather from his conviction that surgery was still in its infancy, than from 
any uncharitable motive, or wish to depreciate his (contemporaries. From almost 
the earliest periods in society, medical men have been stigmatized for displaying 
the odium medicum but the fact is, that men educated to the practice of an 
art, the principles of which are not cognizable to the public, are apt to treat 
with intolerance the pretensions of men whom they have reason to know, not- 
withstanding they may have crept into a (certain degree of favour, are ignorant 
perhaps of the most elementary principles of their profession. The observations 
of John Hunter, even in casual occasions, were often remarkably pointed, and 
significant of his very acute and discriminating mental powers. On one occasion, 
having been heard to express regret that we must all die, a physician present 
took advantage of the opportunity to inquire whether it was true that his brother 
had in his last moments expressed how ** pleasant a thing ft is to die to which 
he immediately replied, “ His poor work when it comes to that,” evidently in- 
sinuating a doubt as to the moral correctness of any such sentiments, which, as 
we have before hinted, we regard as a rash declaration, incompatible with the 
sufierings, condition, and mysterious, yet infinitely important prospects of any 
man on the brink of that future world, which, seriously regarded, must suggest 
reflections of a very difierent, and far more solemn nature. Few men were 
more generous than John Hunter, and the only fault which can impugn his 
memory is, that in executing his designs for the benefit of scien(ce, he neglected 
^00 much the interests of his wife and children. It is to he regretted that the 
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ambition of being serviceable to mankind, should hurry any man away from 
the more immediate consideration of the wants and condition of his own family; 
for not all the advantages conferred on posterity, nor all the fhme that is 
trumpeted abroad in his honour, can compensate for a single pang of that 
widowed bosom which, from such neglect, may have to endure the ' keen and 
bitter sorrows of unpitied poverty. We say this without disparagement to 
the many excellent qualities which distinguished the character of John 
Hunter, — a name which will be ever highly esteemed in the annals of British 
surgery. 

We cannot, however, conclude this memoir without pausing to notice more 
fully the estimable qualities of the lady to whom it was his good fortune to be 
united. She possessed personal attractions of the highest order ; “ into what- 
ever assembly she entered,^’ says one who appears to have been acquainted with 
her, “ the delicacy of her face, with the commanding grace of her person, gave 
her a peculiar air of distinction, and seldom failed to attract attention. But 
she, never ascribed to her own merit the notice she received in society ; feeling 
herself the wife of a celebrated man, she was fond of imputing the attention she 
received to the influence of his character ; doing injustice to herself from a 
generous pride of owing every thing to him ; and she never appeared so much 
gratified by attention as when she supposed it was shown to her for his sake.'’* 
The same competent authority states, that'' during her husband’s life they lived 
in a liberal and hospitable manner. Mr Hunter was too much devoted to 
science to attend much to his worldly affairs, and too careless of money to be 
rich. He did not leave his family in affluence, yet so circumstanced that his 
widow always supported a most respectable appearance, and was visited by the 
first society.” We repeat that we do not think that any man’s devotion to 
science affords the slightest apology or ground of excuse for leaving those to 
whom he should be bound by the most sacred ties of attachment, in neglected 
circumstances. On the death of her husband, Mrs John Hunter withdrew from 
society, and spent her life almost entirely In retirement. After a lingering ill- 
ness, which she bore with much patience and resignation, she died on 7th 
January, 1821, in the 79th year of her age, leaving behind her a son and 
daughter, the former a major in the army, and the latter the widow of general 
Campbell, son of the late 8ir James Campbell of Inverneil. 

Besides her many amiable domestic qudifications, to which all who knew her 
bore testimony, she was exceedingly accomplished ; and occasionally during her 
husband’s lifetime, mingled in society with Horace Walpole, Mrs Carter, Mrs 
Vesey, and other characters well known in the literary world. She sang and 
played with admirable taste, and had a talent for poetry which she chiefly dis- 
played in the production of songs and poems, which were characterized by 
much refinement of thought, sensibility of feeling, and delicacy of expression. 
Among the former, " The Son of Alknomook ” and " Queen Mary’s Lament,” 
became extremely popular ; among the latter, her verses " On November, 
1784,” a beautiful address to fancy, under the title of "La Douce Cbimere,” 
with several other minor poems, display much feeling and imagination.^ We 
cannot conclude this memoir more appropriately than by transcribing the follow- 
ing little poem of hers, not that we have selected it as a specimen of her 
general poetical power, but because it was for the first time published in the 
Scots Magazine for March, 1821, and may not, on that account, be generally 
known : 

* Hf'gister of Deaths, Scots Magazine, 1824. 

* She collected her poems and songs and published them in a small volume in the year 1806* 
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THE LOT OF THOUSANDS. 

How maiijr lift the head, look gajr, and amiJe, 

Ago&nit their oouacienoea 7-^Young. 

When hope lies dead within the heart, 

By secret sorrow close concealed, 

We shrink, lest looks or words impart 
What must not be revealed. 

’Tis hard to smile when one could weep, 

To speak when one would silent be ; 

To wake when one sliould wish to sleep, 

And wake to agon}'. 

Yet such the lot by thousands cast. 

Who wander in this world of enre, 

And bend beneath the bitter blast, 

To save them from despair. 

But nature waits Jier guests to greet. 

Where disappointment cannot come ; 

And time guides with unerring feet 
The weary wanderers home; 

HUTTON, (Dr) James, an eminent philosophical character, was born in 
Edinburgh on the 3rd June, 172G. His father was a respectable merchant, who 
for many years held the office of city treasurer, and was admired by all who 
knew him, for his sound judgment and strict integrity. He died while James 
was very young; the care, therefore, of lier son’s education devolved upon Mrs 
Hutton, whose great maternal kindness was only exceeded by her desire to give 
her son a liberal education. She sent him first to the High school of Edinburgh, 
atid afterwards to the university, where he entered as a student of humanity in 
1740. Professor M'Laurin was then the most celebrated teacher in that semi- 
nary, but though Dr Hutton admire<l his lectures, he did not seem much disposed 
towards the science which he taught I'o professor Stevenson’s prelictions on 
logic may be attributed the first direction given to young Hutton’s genius, not 
so much for having made him a logician, but for liaving accidentally directed 
his mind towards the science of chemistry. Tlie professor having casually men- 
tioned in one of his lectures, in illustration of some general doctrine, the fact, 
that gold is dissolved in aqua regia, and that two acids, which can each of them 
singly dissolve any baser metals, must unite their strength before they can at- 
tack the most precious ; thj phenomenon struck so forcibly on the mind of 
Hutton, that he began to search with avidity after books which might explain 
its cause, and afford him an opportunity of pursuing a study altogether new. He 
at first found some embarrassments in his pursuit from the superficial works 
that came to his hands, and it was from Harris’s Lexicon Techni that he first 
derived his knowledge of chemistry, and which by a sort of elective attraction 
drew his mind all at once to a favourite study, that decided his prospects in 
life. 

Though he pursued his academical studies with closeness and regularity, and 
evinced a taste and capacity for instruction, his friends did not see much profit 
likely to arise from scientific pursuits, and accordingly persuaded him to adopt 
some profession, which, though much against his inclination, he agreed to, and 
was accordingly placed as an apprentice with Mr George Chalmers, writer to 
the signet, in 1743. The dry routine of a laborious profession in a less ardent 



HUTTON. 


175 


mind might have checked, if not for ever destroyed, those seeds of genius which 
were as yet scarce called into life ; but so strong was Mr Hutton’s propensity for 
scientific study, that, instead of copying papers, and making himself acquainted 
with legal proceedings, he was oftener found amusing himself with his fisllow 
apprentices in chemical experiments ; so that Mr Chalmers was forced to ac- 
knowledge that the business of a writer was one in which he had little chance 
to succeed. With a fatherly kindness, he therefore advised young Hutton to 
embrace some other employment more suitable to his inclinations, and relieved 
him at once from the obligations he came under as his apprentice. How much 
is science indebted to that liberal-minded man ! Having now to fix upon another 
profession, he selected that of medicine, as being the most nearly allied to 
chemistry, and began to study under Dr George Young, and at the same time 
attended the lectures at the university from 1744 to 1747. The schools of 
medicine in Edinburgh at that time had not arrived at the high perfection for 
which they are now so justly celebrated, and it was thought indispensably neces- 
sary that a physician should finish his education on the continent. Mr Hutton 
accordingly proceeded to Paris, where he applied himself closely to anatomy 
and cdiemistry. After remaining for two years in France, he returned home by 
the way of the Low Countries, and took the degree of doctor of medicine at 
Leyden in 1749. 

On arriving in London, about the end of that year, he began seriously to re- 
ilect upon his prospects in life, and he soon saw, that however much he wished 
to establish himself in his native city as a physician, there were many obstacles 
which seemed insurmountable. He was a young man whoso merit was unknown, 
and whose connexions, though respectable, had no power to assist him, the 
business being then in the hands of a few eminent practitioners who had been 
long known and established. All this seems to have made a deep impression 
on his mind, and he expressed himself with n^uch anxiety on the subject in cor- 
responding with his friends in Edinburgh. Amongst these there was one, a 
young mail nearly of his own age, whose habits and pursuits were congenial 
with his own, and with whom he had tried many novel experiments in chemis- 
try ; amongst the best was one on the nature and properties of sal ammoniac. 
This friend, whose name was .Tames Davie, had, in Mr Hutton’s absence, 
puslied his inquiries on the subject to a considerable extent ; the result of which 
afibrded him a well-grounded hope of being able to establish a profitable manu- 
factory of that salt from coal-soot. Mr Davie communicated the project to his 
friend in London, who, with a mind as yet undecided on any fixed pursuit, re- 
turned to Edinburgh in 1750, and abandoning entirely his views on the practice 
of medicine, resolved to apply himself to agriculture. What his motives were 
for taking this step it is difiicult to ascertain. His father had left him a small 
property in Berwickshire, and being of an independent and unambitious mind, 
despising avarice and vanity alike, he most probably looked upon the business 
of a farmer as entitled to a preference above any other. But not being dis- 
posed to do any thing in a superficial way, he determined to gain a knowledge 
of rural economy in the best school of the day. l^or this purpose he went into 
Norfolk, and took up his residence in the house of a farmer, from whom he ex- 
pected to receive sufficient instruction. He appeal’s to have enjoyed his 
situation very much, — the natural simplicity of his disposition aiHx>rdlng well with 
the plain, blunt characters around him. 

It has been remarked of Dr Hutton, that to men of an ordinary grade of 
mind, he appeared to be an ordinary man possessing little more spirit perhaps 
than is usually to be met with. This circumstance made his residence in Norfolk 
quite agreeable, as even there he could for a time forget his great acquit e- 
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ments, and mingle with the simple characters around him, in so cordial a manner^ 
os to make them see nothing in the stranger to set them at a distance from 
him, or induce them to treat him ivith reserve. In years after, when surrounded 
by his literary friends^ the philosopher loved to describe the happy hours he 
spent while under the humble roof of honest John Dyhold, from whom he had 
learned so many good practical lessons in husbandry. From his residence in 
Norfolk, he made many journeys on foot through other parts of England to ob- 
tain information in agriculture, and it was in the course of these rambles that, to 
amuse himself on the road, he first began to study mineralogy and geology. In 
a letter to Sir John Hall of Douglas, a gentleman possessed of much taste for 
science, he says, while on his perambulations, “ that he was become very fond of 
studying the siirfiu^e of the earth, and was looking with anxious curiosity, into 
every pit, or ditch, or bed of a river, that fell in his way, and that if he did not 
always avoid the fate of Thales, his misfortune was certainly not owing to the 
same cause.” This letter was written from Yarmouth in 1763. With the view 
of still further increasing his knowledge of agriculture, he set out for Flanders, 
where good husbandry was well underetood, long before it was introduced into 
Britain, and travelling through Holland, Brabant, Flanders, and Picardy, he 
returned about the middle of summer, 1754. Notwithstanding all he had seen 
to admire in the garden culture that prevailed in Holland, and the husbandry 
in Flanders, he says, in a letter to his friend Sir John Hall, from London, “ Had 
I a doubt of it before 1 set out, I should have returned fully convinced that they 
are good husbandmen in Norfolk.” Many observations made on that journey, 
particularly on mineralogy, are to be found in his Theory of the Earth. As he 
was now sufficiently initiated in a knowledge of agriculture, he wished to 
apply himself to the practice in his own country ; and for that purpose, returned 
to Scotland at the end of summer. He at first hesitated on the choice of a 
situation where he might best carry his improved plans of farming into effect, 
and at last fixed upon his own patrimony in Berwick^ire. From Norfolk h e 
brought with him a plough and ploughman, who set the first example of good 
tillage. It was a novel sight for the surrounding farmers to see the plough 
drawn by two horses, without an accompanying driver. The new system was, 
however, found to succeed in all its parts, and w'as quickly adopted, so tliat Dr 
Hutton has the credit of introducing the new husbandry into a country where it 
has, since his time, made more rapid improvements than in any other in Europe. 
He resided on his farm until the year 1768, occasionally making a lour into the 
Highlands, with his friend Sir George Clerk, upon gealogical inquiries, as he 
was now studying that branch of science with unceasing attention. 

While residing on his fann for the last fourteen years, he was also engaged 
in the sal ammoniac work, which had been actually established on the founda- 
tion of the experiments already made by his friend and himself, but the busi- 
ness remained in Mr Davie’s name only till 1765, when a copartnership was 
regularly entered into, and the manufactory carried on in the name of both. 

As his farm, from excellent management, progressively improved, it became a 
more easy task, and to a mind like his, less interesting ; so that finding a good 
opportunity of letting it to advantage, he did so, and became a resident in 
Edinburgh in the year 1768, from which time he devoted his whole life tc 
scientific pursuits. I'his change of residence was accompanied with many ad- 
vantages he seldom enjoyed before ; — ^having the entire command of his own 
time, he was enabled to mix in a so<;iety of friends whose minds were congenial 
with his own ; among whom were Sir George Clerk, his brother Mr Clerk of 
Eldin, Dr Black, Mr Russel, professor of natural philosophy, professor Adam 
Ferguson, Dr James Lind, and others. Surrounded by so many eminejit 
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c}iar«it:ten, by all of whom he wai beloved and respected, from the vast fund of 
information he possessed, he employed his time in mnturingf his views and 
searching into the secrets of nature with unwearied zeal. In one of these ex- 
periments he discovered that mineral alkali is contained in zeolite. On boiling 
the gelatinous substance obtained from combining that fossil with muriatic acid, 
he found that, after evaporation, the salt was formed. Dr Playfair thinks this 
to be the first instance of an alkali being discovered in a stony body. The ex- 
periments of M. Klaprath and Dr Kennedy have confirmed the conclusion, and 
led to others of the same kind. With a view of completing his Theory of the 
Karth, he made many journeys into diderent parts of England and W'ales, and on 
visiting the salt mines of Cheshire, he made the curious observations of the con- 
centric circles marked on the roofs of these mines, to which he has referred in 
his Theory, as affording a proof that the salt rock was not formed from mere 
aqueous deposition. 

In 1777, Dr Hutton’s first publication was given to the world in the shape of 
a pamphlet, on the Nature, Quality, and Distinctions of Coal and Culm.’’ 
7'his was ocxsasioned by a question which the board of customs and privy coun- 
cil wished to have settled, in order to fix on the proportion of duty the one 
should bear with the other when carried coastwise. Dr Hutton’s pamphlet was 
considered so ingenious and satisfactory, that an exemption of the small coal of 
Scotland from paying duty on such short voyages was the consequence. He 
took a lively interest in promoting the arts of his native country, and devoted 
much of his time and attention to the project of an internal navigation between 
the Firths of Forth and Clyde. He read several papers in the Philosophical 
Society, before its incorporation with the Royal Society, (none of which were 
then published, with the exception of one in the second volume of the Transac- 
tions of the Royal Society,) ** on certain natural appearances of the ground on 
the hill of Arthur’s Seat.” His zeal for the support of science in this city in- 
duced him to come forward and communicate to the Royal Society a Sketdi of 
a Theory of the Earth, the perfecting of which had occupied his unceasing atten- 
tion for a period of thirty years, during which time he had never ceased to 
study the natural history of the globe, with a view of ascertaining all the dianges 
that have taken place on its surface, and discovering the causes by which they 
have been produced ; and from his great skill as a mineralogist, and having 
examined the great leading facts of geology with his own eyes, and carefully 
studied every learned work on the natural history of the earth, it must be ac- 
knowledged that few men could enter better prepared on so arduous a task. 
As this Theory is so well known, and has been the subject of so much contro- 
versy, our limits will not permit us entering upon it here ; we therefore refer our 
readers to the book itself. 

Dr Kirwan of Dublin, and others, considered Dr Hutton’s Theory both eccen- 
tric and paradoxical, and have charged him with presumption in speculating on 
subjects to which the mere human understanding is incompetent to reach, while 
some gave a preference to the system of Berkeley, as more simple and philoso- 
phical : but notwithstanding all the attacks which the new doctrines of Hutton 
were subjected to, he had the proud satisfaction of being fortified in his opinions 
by many great and good men, who were bound to him by the closest ties of 
friendship. Dr Black, Mr Clerk of Eldin, and professor Playfair, as occasion 
required, were willing and ready to vindicate his hypothesis. But setting aside 
all these considerations, there existed in the work itself many faults, which con- 
tributed not a little to prevent Dr Hutton’s system from making a due impression 
on the world. In the opinion of his greatest defender, professor Playfair, ** It 
was proposed too briefly, and with too little detail of facts for a system which 
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involved 80 much that Has new and opposite to the opinions generally received. 
The desiaription which it contains of the phenomena of geology^ suppose in the 
reader too great a knowledge of the things desrjibed. The reasoning is some* 
times embarrassed by the care taken to render it strictly logical, and the tran- 
sitions from the author's peculiar notions of arrangement, are often unex- 
pected and abrupt These defects, run more or less through all Dr Hutton’s 
writings, and produce a degree of obscurity astonishing to all who knew 
him, and who heard him every day c*onverse, with no less clearness and 
. precision than animation and force.” In the same volume of the Transactions 
appeared a paper by him, ** A I'heory of Rain,” which he afterwards published 
in his ** Physical Dissertations.” Having long studied meteorology with great 
attention, this ingenious theory attracted almost immediate notice, and was 
valued fur adbrding a distinct notion of the manner in which cold acts in causing 
j a precipitation of humidity. It met, however, from M. De Luc with a vigorous 
and determined opposition ; Dr Hutton defended it with some warmth, and the 
controversy was carried on with much sharpness on both sides. 

In his observations in meteorology, he is said to be the first who thought of 
ascerunhing the medium temperature of any climate by the temperature of its 
springs. With this view he made a great number of observations in difierent 
parts of Great Britain, and found, by a singular enough coincidence between 
two arbitrary measures quite independent of each other, that the temperature of 
springs along the east coast of this island varies a degree of Fahrenheit’s ther- 
mometer for a degree of latitude. This rate of change, though it cannot be 
general over the whole globe, is probably not far from the truth for all the 
northern parts of the temperate zone. In explaining the diminution of tem- 
perature as we ascend in the atmosphere. Dr Hutton was much more fortunate 
than any other of the philosophers who have considered the same subject. It is 
well known that the condensation of air converts part of the latent into sensible 
heat, and that the rarefaction of air converts part of the sensible into latent heat ; 
this is evident from the experiment of the air gun, and from many others. If, 
therefore, we suppose a given quantity of air to be suddenly transported from 
the surface to any height above, it will expand on account of the diminution of 
pressure, and a part of its heat becoming latent it will be rendered colder than 
before. Thus, also, when a quantity of heat ascends by any means whatever 
from one stratum of air to a superior stratum, a part of it becomes latent, so 
that an equilibrium of heat can never be established among the strata ; but those 
which are less, must always remain colder than those which are more compressed. 
This was Dr Hutton’s explanation, and it contains no hypothetical principle 
whatsoever. After those publit^tions already mentioned had ap[)eared, he 
resolved to undertake journeys into difierent parts of Scotland, in order to ascer- 
tain whether that conjunction of granite and schistus, which his theory supposed, 
actually took place. His views were first turned towards the Grampians, which 
the duke of Athol learning, invited him to accompany him during the shooting 
season into Glentilt, a tract of country situated under these mountains. On 
arriving there, he discovered in the bed of the river 'I'ilt, which runs througli 
that glen, many veins of red granite traversing the black micaceous schistus, and 
producing by a contrast of colour an efiect that might be striking even to an 
unskilful observer. So vivid were the emotions he displayed at this spectacle, 
that his conductors never doubted his having discovered a vein of gold or silver. 
Dr Hutton has described the appearances at that spot, in the third volume of the 
Edinburgh Transactions, p^ 79, and some excellent drawings of the glen were 
made by Mr Clark, wliose pencil ^vas not less valuable in the sciences tlian in 
the ai'ts. 
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He puriued bii observations with unabated ardour, and in tbe two next yean, 
with his friend Mr Clark, made several excursions into Galloway, tbe island of 
Arran) and the neigfhbourhood of Jedburgh. In all of these he discovered 
the same conjunction, though not in so complete a manner, as among the Gram . 
pians. In 1788, he made some other valuable observations of the same kind. 
'I'he ridge of the Lammermoor hills in the south of Scotland consists of primary 
micaceous schistus, and extends from St Abb*s head westward, till it joins the 
metalliferous mountains about the source of die Clyde. The sea-coast affords a 
transverse section of this Alpine tract at its eastern extremity, and exhibits the 
change from the primary to the secondary strata, both in the south and in tlie 
north. In the latter part of this summer. Dr Hutton accompanied the duke of 
Athol to the Isle of Man, with the view of making a survey of that island ; what 
he saw there, however, was not much calculated to illustrate any of the leading 
features in geology. He found the main body of the island to consist of primi- 
tive schistus, much inclined, and more intersected with quartzose veins than the 
corresponding schistus in the south of Scotland. The direction of the primitive 
strata corresponded very well with that in Galloway, running nearly from east 
to west. This is all the general information he obtained, from that excursion. 

Notwithstanding tliis assiduous attention to geology, he found leisure tospeculate 
on others of a difierent nature. A more voluminous work from his pen made its 
appeaiance soon after the Physical Dissertations : — An Investigation of the 
Principles of Knowledge, and the Progress of Reason, from Sense to Science and 
Philosophy,’^ in three volumes quarto. In this treatise he formed a general 
system of physica and metaphysics. His opinions on the former subjects were 
very singular. He deprives matter of those qualities which are usually deemed 
most essential, HoWAMy^ impenetrability, and the vis inertim. He conceived it to 
be merely an assemblage of jmwers acting variously upon each other, and that 
external things are no more like the perceptions they give, than wine is similar 
to intoxication, or opium to the delirium it produces. It would be vain in us 
to attempt to analyse this singular work, which cannot fail to recall to the mind 
the opinions of the ingenious Dr Berkeley ; the two systems agree in many mate- 
rial points, but differ essentially in others, but being little skilled in the subtile 
mazes of metaphysics, we would rather be inclined to apply to both the caustic 
lines of Pope : 

“ Phjsic, of metaph) sic begs defence, 

And metuphysic calls for aid on sense.” 

Ill deference to the opinions of so great a man as Dr Hutton, we shall inform 
our readers of4he view taken of the moral tendency of his work by his friend 
professor Playfair, who no doubt scrutinized very deeply its metaphysical specu- 
lations, as he in part, if not altogether, became a convert of the Huttonian 
system. Indeed,” says he, ** Mr Hutton has taken* great pains to deduce 
from his system, in a singular manner, the leading doctrines of morality and natu- 
ral religion, having dediiuited the third volume of his book almost wholly to tliat 
object It is worthy to remark, that while he is thus employed his style assumes 
a better tone, and a much greater degree of perspicuity than it usually possesses. 
Many instances might be pointed out, where the warmth of its benevolent and 
moral feelings, bursts through the clouds that so often veil from us the clearest 
ideas of his understanding. One, in particular, deserves notice, in which he 
treats of the importance of the female character to society in a state of high 
civilization. A felicity of expression, and a flow of natural eloquence, inspii^ 
by so interesting a subject, make us regret that his pen did not more frequently 
do justice to his thoughts.’’ Dr Hutton was seized witli a severe and dangerous 
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illness in the summer of 1793, and, although before this time he had enjoyed a 
long continuance of good health, such was the painful nature of his complaint 
that he was reduced to great weakness, and confined to his room for many 
months, where, on his regaining some degree of strength, he amused himself in 
superintending the publication of the work just mentioned. During his recovery 
he was roused from his quiet into further exertion by a severe attack made on his 
Theory of the Earth, by Dr Kir wan, in the Memoirs of tlie Irish Academy, ren- 
dered formidable by the celebrity of the author. Before this period. Dr Hutton 
had often been urged to publish the entire work on the '1 heory of the Earth, 
which he had constantly put o/T — so much so, that there seemed some danger of 
its not appearing in his life-time. The very day, however, after Kirnan’s paper 
was put in his hands, he began the revisal of his manuscript and resolved imme- 
diately to send it to press. The work was accordingly published in tuo volumes 
octavo, in 1795. He next tturned his attention to a work on husbandry, on which 
he had written a great deal, the fruit both of his vast reading and practical 
experience. He proposed to reduce the whole into a systematic form urrder the 
title of Elements of Agriculture.” The time, however, was fast approaching 
which was to terminate the exertions of a mind of such singular activity and 
ardour in the pursuit of knowledge. In the course of the winter, 1796, he 
became gradually weaker, and extremely emaciated from the pain he suilered from 
a recurrence of his former complaint, though he still retained the full activity and 
acuteness of his mind. Saussure^s Voyages aux Alps,” which had just readied 
him that winter, was the last study of one eminent geologist, as they were the 
last work of another. On Saturday the 26th March, 1797, although in great 
pain, lie employed himself in writing and noting down his remarks on some 
attempts which were then making towards a new mineralogical^ nomenclature. 
In the evening he was seized with shivering fits, and as these continued to increase, 
he sent for his friend Dr Kussel. Before he could arrive, all assistance was in 
vain. Dr Hutton had just strength left to stretch out his hand to the physician, 
and immediately expired. 

Dr Hutton was possessed of an uncommon activity and ardour of, mind, upheld 
in science by whatever was new, beautiful, or sublime; and that those feelings oper- 
ated# with more intense power in early life, may acxiount for the want of stability 
he displayed, and the difficulty he felt in settling down to any one fixed pursuit. 
Geology and mineralogy were to him two of the most sublime branches of 
physical science. The novelty and grandeur offered by the study to the imagina- 
tion, the simple and uniform order given to the whole natural history of the 
earth, and above all, the views opened of the wisdom that governs the universe, 
are things to which hardly any mind could be insensible, but to him they were 
matters, not of transient delight, but of solid and permanent happiness. 

He studied with an indefatigable perseverance, and allowed no professional, 
and rarely any domestic arrangement, to interrupt his uniform course. He 
dined early, almost always at home, ate sparingly, and drank no wine. The 
evening he spent in the society of friends, who were always delighted and 
instructed by his animated conversation, which, whether serious or gay, was 
replete with ingenious and original observation. When he sought relaxation 
from the studies of the day, and joined the evening party, a bright glow of 
cheerfulness spread itself over every countenance ; and the philosopher who had 
just descended from the sublimest speculations in metaphysics, or risen from the 
deepest research in geology, seated himself at the tea-table, as muf:h disengaged 
from thought, and as cheeiful and joyous, as the youngest of the company. 

Professor Stewart, in his life of Mr Smith, has alluded to a little society that 
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then nourished in Edinburgh, called the Oyster Club. Of this, Dr Black, Dr 
Hutton, and Mr Smith were the founders. When time and opportunity admitted, 
tliese distinguished men could unbend one to the other, and on such o€'>CBeions 
Dr Hutton delighted in blending the witty and ludicrous in his conversation. 
Hound them soon formed a circle of choice spirits, who knew how to value their 
familiar and social converse ; and it would be vain to look for a company more 
sinc^erely united, where every thing favourable to good society was more per- 
fectly cultivated, and every thing opposite more strictly excluded. 

Dr Hutton was never married, but lived with his sisters, three amiable women, 
who managed his domestic affairs. Though he cared little for money, he had 
accumulated considerable wealth, owing to his moderation and unassuming man- 
ner of life, as well as from the great ability with which his long-tried friend, Mr 
Davie, conducted their joint concern. Miss Isabella Mutton remained to lament 
her brother's loss, and by her his collection of fossils wore given to Dr Black, 
who presented them to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, under the condition that 
they should be completely arranged, and kept for ever apart, for the purpose of 
illustrating tbe Huttoiiian Theory of the Earth. 


INGLIS, or ENGLISH, (Sir) James, an ingenious writer of the early part of 
the sixieentli century, is chiefly known ns the supposed author of the ** Coiii- 
playnt of Scotland,” a very curious political and iaiiciiul work, published ori- 
ginally at St Andrews in 15<18 or 1549, and the earliest Scottish prose work in 
existence. 

Of this learned person, Mackenzie has given an account in his Lives of Scottish 
Writers ; but it is so obviously made up of a series of mere conjectures stated as 
facts, that we must reject it entirely. According to more respectable authority, 
Itiglis was a dignified priest (which accounts for the Sir attached to his name), 
and appears from authentic documents to have been, in 1515, secretary to queen 
Margaret, widow of Janies IV. Care must be taken to distinguish him from 
his contemporary John Inglis, who served James lY. as a manager of plays and 
entertainments, and who is stated to have been pi’esent with Sir David Lindsay 
^in the church of Linlithgow, wlien that sovereign was warned by a supposed ap- 
parition against his expedition into England. Sir James Inglis was, neverthe- 
less, a writer of plays, being the subject of the following allusion in Sir David 
Lindsay^s Testament of the Papingo : 

“ And in the court bin prestmt in ihir dayis, 

Tluit ballattis brevis lustely, and layis, 

Quhilkis to our prince daily thay do present, 

Quho can say more than Schir James English 8U}s, 

In ballattis, farcis, and in ple,asaunt plaies; 

Redd in cunnyng, in practyck rycht prudent ; 

But Culross liath made his pen impotent.” 

It will be observed that Inglis is here indirectly spoken of as one of the 
poets who haunted the court of James V. Even in the preceding reign, how- 
ever, he appears to have been on an intimate footing at court, as a man of 
learning. James IV. whose devotion to alchymy is well known, writes a letter 
(extant in the Epistolie Reguni Scotorum,”) to Mr James Inglis, to the follow- 
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ing effect : We have thankfully received your letter, by which you inform us 
that you are in possession of the abstruse books of the Sound Philosophy ; 
which, as certain most deserving persons have begged them of you, you with 
difficulty preserve for our use, having heard that we are addicted to the study of 
that art’’ Of the ballads and plays composed by Inglis, not a vestige now re- 
mains, unless a poem attributed to him in the Maitland MS. and as such printed 
by Hailes and Sibbald, entitled “ A General Satire,” be held as a specimen of 
one of those kinds of composition, and be really a production of his pen. 

In a charter of 19th February, 1527, Inglis is styled chancellor of the 
royal chapel of Stirling ; and he appears to have been soon after raised to die 
dignity of abbot of Culross, a promotion which, if we may believe his friend 
Lindsay, spoiled him as a poet. It was eventually attended with still more fatal 
effiscts. Having provoked the wrath of a neighbouring baron, William Blackater 
of Tulliallan, the abbot of Culross was by that individual cruelly slain, March 1, 
1 530. The causes of this bloody deed do not appear ; but the sensation created 
by it throughout the community was very great. Sir William Lothian, a priest 
of the same abbey, who was an accomplice of the principal assassin, was publio 
ly degraded on a scaffold at bxliiiburgh, in presence of the king and queen, 
and next day he and the laird of I'lilliallan were beheaded. 

It would hardly be worth while to advert so minutely to a person, who, 
whatever was his genius, is not certainly known as the author of any existing 
composition, if the name were not conspicuous in works of Scottish literary 
history, and must therefore cxtnlinue to be inquired for in such compilations as 
the present. Inglis, if the same individiml as this abbot of Culross, could have 
no pretensions to the honour put upon him by some writers, of having written the 

Complaynt of Scotland for that curious specimen of our early literature was 
undeniably written in 1548, eighteen years after the death of the abbot. In 
the obscurity, however, which prevails regarding the subject of the present 
notice, we cannot deny that he may have been a different person, and may have 
survived even to the date assigned for his death by Mackenzie — 1554 ; in which 
case he could have been the author of the Complaynt That a Sir James Inglis 
existed after 1530, and had some connexion with Culross, appears pretty cer- 
tain from the passage in the Testament of the Papingo, which is understood to 
have been written in 1538. But, on the other hand, there is no authority for 
assigning the authorship of the Complaynt to any Sir James Inglis, except that 
of Dr Mackenzie, which rests on no known foundation, and, from the general 
character of that biographical writer, is not entitled to much respect. Some 
further inquiries into this subject will be found under the head James Weo- 

OERBURN. 

INNES, Thomas, an historian and critical antiquary, known to the students of 
early Scottish history by the title of “ Father Innes,” was a priest of the Scot- 
tish college at Paris, during the earlier part of the 1 8th century. It is not 
creditable to the literature of our country during the period just mentioned, that 
the meritorious labours of this highly acute investigator have been so little 
noticed, and that no one has thought it worth while to leave memorials sufficient 
to enable posterity to know any thing of his life and character. His labours to 
discover the true sources of Scottish history proved an ungrateful task ; they were 
unacceptable to the prejudices of the time, and have hardly been appreciated 
until the memory of the individual who undertook them had quietly sunk into 
oblivion. In these circumstances any scrap of information which we can pro- 
cure on the subject is peculiarly valuable. We perceive from a few words in 
the preface to his Critical Essay, that he received the rudiments of education in 
Scotland, and that he must have left his native country early in life for a per- 
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inctnent residence abroad, probably, if we may judge from slight circumstances, 
along with the exiled monarch James 11. His words are — Though an honour- 
able gentleman of my own country, and another learned English gentleman, 
were so kind as to revise the language, and to alter such exotic words or ex- 
pressions as it was natural should drop from me, 1 doubt not but Uie English 
reader will still meet in this essay with too many marks of my native language 
n\\^ foreign education.^ But the most interesting, and indeed the principal notic:e 
which we have been able to obtain of this individual, is from the diary of the 
industrious VVodrow for the year 1724, where we find the laborious antiquary 
worming his way through libraries in search of materials. It may be remarked, 
that the work on the Early History of the Church of Scotland, which is men- 
tioned by Wodrow as the subject on which he was engaged, was intended as a 
se(!ond part to the “ Critical Essay,” but has, unfortunately for our information 
on a very interesting subject, not been given to the world. The passage we 
refer to is as follows : — 

There is one father Innes, a priest, brother to father Innes of the Scottish 
college at Paris, who has been at Edinburgh all this winter, and mostly in the 
Advocates’ library, in the hours when open, looking books and MSS. He is not 
engaged in politics as far as can be guessed; and is a monkish, bookish person, 
who meddles with nothing but literature. 1 saw him at Edinburgh. He is 
upon a design to write an account of the first settlement of Christianity in Scot- 
land, as Mr Kuddiiiian informs me, and pretends to show that Scotland was 
Christianized at first from Home ; and thinks to answer our ordinary arguments 
against this from the difierence between the keeping of easter from the custom 
of Home ; and pretends to prove that there were many variations as to the day 
of easter even at Rome, and that the usages in Scotland, pretended to be from 
the Greek church, are very agreeable to the Romish customs that he thinks 
were Used by the popes, about the time that (he) gives account of our difierences 
as to easter. 

This father Innes, in a conversation with my informer, * * made an 
observation which 1 fear is too true. In conversation with the company, who 
were all protestants, he said he did not know what to make of those who had 
departed from the catholic church ; that as far as he could observe generally, 
they were leaving the foundations of Christianity, and scarC/O deserved the name 
of Christians. He heard that there were departures and great looseness in 
Holland. That as he came through England, he found most of the bishops there 
gone ofi' from their articles, and gone into Doctor Clerk’s scheme. That the 
dissenters were many of them falling much in with the same method, and (min- 
ing near them. That he was glad to find his countrymen in Scotland not taint- 
ed in the great doctrine of the Trinity, and sound. 

From the period when we find him rummaging in the Advocates’ library, we 
know nothing of Innes, until the publication of his essay in 1720, when he ap- 
pears to have been in London, and makes an apology for verbal inaccuracies, on 
the ground that he writes “ to keep pace with the press.” He seems previously 
to this event to have performed an extensive bibliographical tour,” as the 
manuscripts he quotes are dispersed through various parts of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and the continent. 

A running sketch of the state of the knowledge of early Scottish history pre- 
viously to the appearance of this work, may not be unacceptable to those who 
have not paid particular attention to that subject, ns explanatory of the obstacles 
which the author had to overcome. It is well known that Scotland had a full 

* The name is in a secret hand. 

* Wodmw’s Analecta, M>'., Ad. Lib. v. 436. 
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share of the fabulous early history which it is a proud and pleasing task for 
savages to frame, and which generally protrudes itself into the knowledge pos- 
sessed by civilized ages, from the unwillingness of mankind to diminish their 
own claims to consideration, by lessening the glory of their ancestors. The 
form and consistence of that genealogy which traced the first of Scottish kings 
to a period some centuries before the Christian era, seems to liave been concocted 
by the Highland sen<achies, who sang the descent of our itionnrchs at their 
coronation. Andrew Wyntoun and John Fordun soberly incorporated the long 
line thus framed into their chronicle of the Scottish nation from the commence- 
ment of the world. Major followed their example with some variations, and 
Geoffry of Monmouth and Geodry Keating, respectively incorporated the whole 
with English and Irish history, the latter much about the same period when 
Innes wrote, busying himself with tracing the matter to a period anterior to the 
deluge. 'J'he rich and grotesque garb of fable which the whole assumed under 
Hector Ba^e is known to many, if not in the original crabbed Latin, at least in 
the simple translation of Bellenden. It is discreditable to the memory of 
Buchanan, that, instead of directing his acute mind to the discovery of truth, he 
adopted, in many respects, the genealogy just sanctioned, and prepared lives for 
the monarchs created by fiction, suited as practical comments on his own politi- 
cal views. The fables had now received the sanction of a classical authority — 
Scotland was called xacr’ “ the ancient kingdom and grave English- 

men wondered at the hnnry antiquity of our line of monarchs. At length, when 
the antiquity of the race of England had been curtailed, some thought it unfit 
that that of Scotland should remain untouched — and several English antiquaries, 
such as Humphry Lhiiyd, bishop Usher, bishop Lloyd, and bishop Nicholson, 
bestowed some calm hints on its improbability, which were speedily drowned by 
the fierce replies of the Scottish antiquaries, headed by Sir George M‘Kenzie. 

Such was the state of historical knowledge in Scotland when Innes wrote ; and 
a Scotsman dared to look the line of ancestry claimed by his monarch calmly in 
the face, and, after due consideration, to strike from it forty crowned heads. 
The essay is divided into four parts, in which the author successively treats, — 
of the progress of the Homans in Scotland — of the history of the Maeats, the 
Strathclyde Britons or Welsh, who existed in the southern part of Scotland — of 
that of the Caledonians or Ticls, who inhabited the whole of the northern por- 
tion previously to the arrival of the Scots from Ireland — and of the Scots, the 
ancestors of the present Highlanders. Examining the foundation on whic^ 
Bcpce supports his forty supernumerary kings, he shows, by very good negative 
evidence, that two chroniclers, oii which tliat author lays the burden of much of 
his extraordinary matter, named Yeremund and Campbell, never existed, and 
shows tliat the genealogists had, by an ingenious device, made Fergus the first 
king of the Scots, Fergus the second^ and had placed another Fergus sufficiently 
far behind him in chronology, to admit a complement of kings to be placed be- 
twixt the two. Besides the detection of the fabulous part of our history, this 
work supplies us with an excellent critical dissertation on the various early in- 
habitants of the country ; and the author has, with much pains and care, ^dded 
an appendix of original documents, which have been highly useful to inquirers 
into Scottish history* The language in which the whole is clothed is simple, 
pleasing, and far more correct than that of most Scotsmen who wrote during the 
same period ; while there is a calm dignity, and a philosophical correctness in 
the arguments, previously unknown to the subject, and which, it had been well 
if those who have followed the same track had imitated. Pinkerton, who would 
allow no man to be prejudiced on the subject of Scotland with impunity except 
himself, never can mention the work of Innes without some token of respect 
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This work,” he says, ** forms a grand epoch in our antiquities, and was 
the first that led the way to rational criticism oh them : his industry, coolness, 
judgment, and general accuracy, recommend him as the best antiquary that Scot- 
land hsu yet produced.”^ While concurring, however, in any praise which we 
observe to have been elicited by this too much neglected work, we must remark, 
that it is blemished by a portion of it being evidently prepared with the politi- 
cal view of supporting the doctrine of the divine right of kings, which Innes as 
a Jacobite probably respected, and as an adherent of the exiled house, felt him- 
self called on to support.^ He is probably right in presuming that Buchanan 
knew well the falsehood of many of the facts he stated, but it was ns unnecessary 
that he should answer the arguments which Buchanan, in the separate treatise, 

De Jure Regni apud Scotos,” may have been presumed to have derived from 
such facts, as it was for Buchanan to erect so great a mass of fable ; while the 
dissertation he has given us on the fruitful subject of the conduct of queen Mary, 
is somewhat of an excrescence in a dissertation on the early inhabitants of Scot- 
land. 

The political bias of this portion of the work is avowed in the preface, where 
the author observes that the statements of Buchanan, far from doing any real 
honour to our country, or contributing, as all historical accounts ought to do, to 
tlie beneHt of posterity, and to the mutual happiness of king and people, do 
rather bring a reproach upon the country, and furnish a handle to turbuledt 
spirits, to disturb the quiet and peace, and by consequence the happiness of the 
inhabitants yet even this subject is handled with so much calmness that it 
may rather be termed a defect, than a fault 

llesides the great work which he wrote, Innes is supposed to have been the 
compiler of a book of considerable interest and importance. It is pretty well 
known that a manuscript of the life of king James II., written by himself, 
existed for some time in the Scots college of Paris, where it was carefully 
concealed from observation. This valuable work is believed, on too certain 
grounds, to have been reduced to ashes during the French Revolution ; but an 
abstract of it, which was discovered in Italy, was published by Mr Stanyers 
Clarke in 180G, and is supposed by well informed persons to have been the 
work of father Innes.*" We have been enabled to trace this supposition to no 
better source than a presumption from the circumstances in which Innes was 
placed, and to the absence of any other name which can reasonably be assigned. 
There is, indeed, a document extant, which might adbrd ground for a contrary 
supposition. In 1740, Carte, the historian, received an order from James 
lildgar, secretary to the Pretender, addressed to the Messrs Innes, permitting 
him to inspect the life writ by Mr Dicconson, in consequence of royal orders, 
all taken out of and supported by the late king’s manuscripts ; but it has been 
urged, on the other hand, that there were at least two copies of the compilation, 
one of which may have been transcribed by Mr Dicconson, while in that pub- 
lished, there are one or two Scotticisms, which point at such a person as Innes. 
Little can be made of a comparison betwixt the style of this work and that of 

* Pinkerton’s Inquiry, Introduction, 55 — 7. 

* We cannot avoid coupling with this feature, the circumstance of our having heard it 
whispered in the antiquarian world, that a correspondence between limes and the court of St 
Germains, latdy discovered, shows this to have been the avowed purpose of the author. This 
we have heard, however, in so vaguea mamier, that we dare not draw any conclusions against 
the fair intentions of Innes, farther than os they may be gatliered from his own writings. 

* Preface, 16. 

* In the Bdinburgh Review we diswver the following note It is the opinion of the pre- 
sent preserver of the narrative, that it was com oiled from original documents by Thomas 
Innes, one of the superiors of the college, and autnor of a work entitled * A Critical Essay on 
the Ancient Inhabitants of SwUand.’— Jrf. on h'oxh Life qf James tl. Ed. Rev, xii. S80. 
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tlie essay, without an extremely minute examination, as Innes indulged in few 
peculiarities ; but there is to be found in it a general resemblance, certainly more 
close than what could be caused by mere identity of period. 

We are enabled to give but one other notice bearing on the life of this indi- 
vidual. In the portion of the life of James 11., transcribed into the chevalier 
Ramsay's History of Turenne, there is a certihcate by the superiors of the Scots 
college at Paris, dated 34th December, 1734, signed by ** Louis Inesse, late 
principal, Alexander Whiteford, principal, and Thomas Inesse, sub-principal.’’ 
The Louis Innes >vho had acted as principal, must be the brother to the historian 
mentioned by Wodrovv. 

IRVINE, Christophbu, an antiquary, philologist, and physician, lived in 
the seventeenth century, and was a younger son of the family of Irvine of Bon- 
shaw in Lanarkshire. Like his relation, who rendered liimself infamous in the 
cause of royalty by seizing Donald Cargill, Christopher Irvine was a devoted 
adherent of the Stuarts and of episcopacy. He was turned out of the college 
of Edinburgh in 1638^ or 1639, in consequence of his resisting the national co- 
venant ; and by some connexion, the nature of which is not known, with the 
Irish troubles, which happened not long after, ho lost a plentiful patrimony. 
Of these circumstances he himself informs us, in the address appended to one of 
his works, as well as of the facts, that after his travels, the cruel saints were 
pleased to mortify him seventeen nights with bread and water and even after 
having recalled an act of banishment which they had formerly passed against 
him, subjected him to the fate of absolute starvation, with only the dubious al- 
ternative of teaching grammar.” Having adopted the latter course, we have 
ascertained from anotlier source ^ that he was schoolmaster first at Leith, and af- 
terwards at i’reston. In the course of his exertions in this capacity, he was led 
to initiate his pupils in Scottish history ;*and it was out of the information col- 
lected for that purpose, along with some notes he received from Mr Alexander 
Home and Mr i'hoiiias Crawford, formerly professors of humanity in Edinburgh 
university, that he compiled liis Nomenclature of Scottish History, the work by 
which he is best known. Some time during the commonwealth, he appears to 
have resumed the profession to which he was bred, and practised first as a 
surgeon, and finally as a physician in Edinburgh, at the same time that he held 
a medical appointment in the army of general Monk, by which Scotland was 
then garrisoned. 

We have not been ablo to discover any earlier publication of Christopher 
Irvine than a smal^aOd very rare volume, entitled Bellum Grammaticale, which 
apperired at Edinburgh in 1650, but of the nature of which, not having seen it, 
we cannot speak. His second performance was a small volume, now also very 
rare, having the following elaborate title : ** Mediciiia Magnetica ; or the rare 
and wonderful art of curing by sympathy, laid open in aphorisms, proved in con- 
clusions, and digested into an easy method drawn from both ; wherein the con- 
nexion of the causes and effects of these strange operations, are more fully dis- 
covered than heretofore. All cleared and confirmed, by pithy reasons, true 
experiments, and pleasant relations, preserved and published as a master-piece 
in this skill, by C. de Iryngio, chirurgo-medicine in the army. Printed in the 
year 1656.” The dedication, which is dated from Edinburgh, .lune 3, 1656, 
and is signed C. Irvine,” is addressed to general Monk, as chief captain of 
those forces among whom for diverse years I have served and prospered ;” and 
speaking of the kindness of the commander toward his inferiors, he continues — 
“ This is observed by all; this hath been my experience so oft as 1 had need of 
favour and protection.” We may from these passages argue, that, at the period 
* Sibbald’s BiblJoihccsi Scotica, MS. Adv. Lib. 
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when he composed this book, Irvine himself was a man of respectable standings 
as to yean, and had not found it inconsistent with his loyalist principles to take 
office under Cromwell. The work itself is a true literary curiosity. The mon- 
strous and fanciful doctrines which crowd the pages of Paracelsus and Cardan, 
and which had begun at that period to sink before the demand for logical proof 
and practical experience, which more accurate minds had made, are here re- 
vived, and even exaggerated ; while the imagination of the writer seems to have 
laboured in all quarters of nature, to discover grotesque absurdities. The book, 
it will be remarked, is a treatise on animal magnetism. We would give his 
receipt for the method of manufacturing ** an animal magnet,” did we dare, but 
propriety compels us to retain our comments for the less original portion of the 
work. The principles of the author, de omnibuut rebm etquibusdam aliiis, are 
laid down in an hundred aphorisms,” which are of such a nature as the fol- 
lowing : Neither souls, nor pure spirits, nor intelligencies can work upon 
bodieHy but by means of the spirit ; for two extremes cannot be joined together 
without a mean, therefore,” it is justly and conclusively argued, demons ap- 
pear not but after sacrifices used.” — He that can join a spirit impregnat with the 
virtue of one bodie with another, that is now disposed to change, may produce 
many miracles and monsters.” — Ho that can by light draw light out of things, 
or multiply light with light, he knoweth how to adde the universal spirit of life 
to the particular spirit of life, and by this addition do wonders,” &c. Nor Is his 
method of supporting his aphorisms by proof less original and conclusive. The 
readers of lliidibras will recollect tiie story taken from llelemont, of the man 
who, having lost liis nose, procured a new one to be cut from the limb of a por- 
ter, on whose death the unfortunate nose grew cold and fell ofK The reason- 
ing of Mr Christopher Irvine on this m<atter is peculiarly metaphysical. Is 
not,” he says, all our doctrine here confirmed clearer than the light? was not 
the iiisititious nose as animated at the first, so still informed with the soul of the 
porter ? Neither had it any from the man whose nose now it was made, but only 
iiourisliment ; the power of the assimilation which it liath from its proper form, 
it took it not from him but from the porter, of whom it was yet truly a part ; 
and who dying, the nose became a dead nose, and did immodiately tend to cor- 
ruption. liut who doth not here see, most openly and evidently, a concatena- 
tion ? otherwise, how could the nose of one that was at llolonia, enform the nosq 
of one that was at Brussels, but by means of a concatenation ?” The curiosity of 
the matter, presenting a specimen of the speculations in which several Scottish 
philosophers at that period indulged, may excuse these extracts. 

The work to which Irvine’s name is most frequently attached, is the His- 
torian Scoticae Nomenclatura liatino-Vernacula an explanatory dictionary of 
the Latin proper names made use of in Scottish history, published at Edinburgh 
in 1682, and re-published in 1819. The editor of the reprint observes, that he 
intended, along with the present edition, to have given the public a short 
sketch of the life of the author; but this intention he has been obliged to ralin- 
quish from want of materials. To numerous enquiries, in many directions, no 
satisfactory answer was procured, and the editor mentions with regret, that ho 
knows nothing more of this eminent literary character, and profound philologist 
Chan can be collected from his address to the reader.” The dedication is to the 
duke of York ; and if we had not been furnished with vast specimens of the ca- 
pacity of royal stomachs at tliat period for flattery, we might have suspected 
Mr Christopher of a little quizzing, when he enlarges on the moderation, the 
generosity, the kindness to friends, the forgiveness to enemies, displayed by the 
prince, and especially on his having so firmly on solid grounds established the 
protestant religion.” Among the other eulogiums is oue which may be inter- 
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preted as somewhat apologetical on the part of the author, in as far as respects 
his own conduct. ** The neglected sufferer for loyalty is now taken into care 
and farour, and they that have recovered better principles ^ are not reproached 
nor passed bp ; their transgressions are forgot, and time allowed to take off 
their evil habitJ*^ The Nomenclature is a brief general biographical and to- 
pographical dictionary of Scotland. With a finn adherence to the fabulous 
early history, the author shows vast general reading ; but, like most authors of 
the age, he seems to have considered Scotland the centre of greatness, and all 
other transactions in the world as naturally merging into a connexion with it. 
Thus in juxtaposition with Argyle, we find Argivi, Argos, and Arii.^’ And 
the Dee is discussed beside the Danube. 

From the address attached to this volume, we learn that its publication was 
occasioned by his recent dismissal from the king’s service. ** And now,’* he 
•ays, being, as it seemeth by a cruel misrepresentation, turned out of my pub- 
lic employment and livelyhood, which the defender of the sincere will return, 1 
have at the desire of the printer, in this interval, revised, &c.” Taking the 
dedication in connexion with this circumstance, there can be little doubt ns to 
the particular object of that composition ; and from another document it would 
appear that he was not unsuccessful in his design. An act of parliament, dated 
three years later than the publication of the Nomenclature, and ratifying an a(;t 
of privy council, which had reserved to Irvine the privilege of acting as a physi- 
cian, independent of the College of Physicians of Edinburgh, just established, 
proceeds upon a statement by the learned man himself, that he has been bred 
liberally in these arts and places that fit men for the practice of physick and 
chirurgery, and has received all the degrees of the schools that give ornament 
and authority in these professions, and has practised the same the space of theriie 
years in the eminentest places and among very considerable persons in this 
island, and has, by vertue of commissions from his royal master, excrced the 
dutie of cherurgeon of his guards of horse twenty-eight years together, and has 
had the charge of chief physician and chirurgeon of his arriiie.’*^ lie then states, 
that he wishes to practise his profession in peace, in the city of Edinburgli, of 
whidi he is a burgess, and hopes the council would be pleased not to jiufier him, 
by any new gift or patent to be stated under the partial humors or affronts of 
(a) new incorporation or college of physicians, composed of men that are alto- 
gether his juniors (save doctor Hay) in the studies of phylosophie and practise 
of physick.” 


J 


JACK, or JACHA5US, Gilbert, an eminent metaphysician and medical 
writer, and professor of philosophy at Leyden ,*was born at Aberdeen, as lias 
been asserted, (although there seems but slight ground for fixing the date so 
precisely,) in the year 1578. Early in life, and apparently before he had com- 
menced a regular series of literary study, he lost his father, and was committed 
by his mother to the private tuition of a person named Ihoinas Cargill. He af- 
temiards studied under Robert Howie : and as that individual was made prinr 
cipal of Marischal college, on its erection into a university, in 1593, it is pro- 
bable that Jack obtained a portion of his university education at Aberdeen, 
although he is mentioned by Freher as having studied philosophy at St Andrew, 
■ Acts of the Scottish parliament, viii. 630*631. 
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where he was under the tuition of Robert Hay^ an eminent theologiat' By 
the adrice of his tutor, who probably detected in his mind the dawnings of high 
talent, Jack continued his studies in the universities on the continent. He re- 
mained for some time at the colleges of Herborn and Helmstadt ; when, incited 
by the high fame of the university of Leyden, he removed tliither, and sought 
employment as a private teacher, in expectation of eventually obtaining a pro- 
fessorship. His ambition was at length gratified, by his appointment, in 1G04, to 
what has been in general terms called the philosophical chair of that celebrated in- 
stitution. Scotland, which seems to have acquired a permanent celebrity from the 
numerous persevering and ambitious men it has dispersed through the world, was 
at no time so fruitful in its supply of eminent men as during the life-time of the 
subject of our memoir. Adolphus Vorstiiis, a person known to fame chiefly 
from his tributes to the memory of some eminent friends, and colleague of Jack 
in the university of Leyden, in a funeral oration to his memory, from which 
the materials for a memoir of Jack are chiefly derived, mentions that at the 
period we allude to, there was scarcely a college in Europe of any celebrity, 
which did not number a Scotsman among its professors : and whether from the 
meagre tuition in our own universities, or other causes, most of the Scotsmen 
celebrated for learning at that period — and they were not a few — began their 
career of fame abroad. In the works, or correspondence of the continental 
scholars of the seventeenth century, we frequently meet with names of Scotsmen 
now forgotten in their native country, and that of Jack frequently ocMsura, ao 
conipanied with many indications of respect. He is said to have been the first 
who taught metaphysics at Leyden, a statement from whicli we may at least 
presume, that he ojjeiied new branches of inquiry, and was celebrated for the 
originality of the system he inculcated. During his professorship at Leyden he 
studied medicine, and took his degree in that science in Kill. 

In 1612, appeared his first work, ^ institution es riiysiccc, Juventutis Lugdti- 
nensis Studiis potissimum dicaim,^’ republished with notes in IGUi. This trea- 
tise is dedire.tod to Matthew Overbegiiius (Overbeke), and is in the usual manner 
prefaced by laudatory addresses, which are from the pens of men of celebrity — 
Daniel Heiiisius, C^reek professor of Leyden, (who appropriately uses his pro- 
fessional language,) (iaspard Barlasus, the professor of logic at Leyden, and 
Theodore Schrevelius (probably father to the Lexicogi’apher Cornelius). This 
work, notwithstanding its title, will be readily understood to be generally 
metaphysiccal, and the portion tending to that species of discussion is that from 
which a modern student will derive most satisfaction. It consists of nine books. 
The first is introductory, containing definitions, &c., the second is Do Natura, the 
third De Motu, the fourth De Tempore, the fifth De (Jiclo, the sixth De Cor- 
pore Misto, the seventh De Meteoris, the eighth De Anima, and the ninth De 
Anima llationali. Apart from the doctrines now called vulgar errors, for an 
adherence to which the limited bounds of our own knowledge must Conch us to 
excuse our foreQithers, this work may be perused with interest and even profit. 
To have departed from the text of Aristotle might have been considered equal 
in heresy, to a denial of any of the evident laws of nature ; but if Jack was like 
others, a mere commentator on the great Iftwgiver of philosophers, he frequent- 
ly clothes original views in correct, clear, and logical language ; his discussions 
on time and motion might not be ungrateful to a student of Hutcheson or Reid ; 
and though almost unknown to his country, and forgotten in his native city, he 
is no contemptible member of the class of common-sense philosophers of 

* Froheri Theatrum virorum eruditionc clarorum, li. 1353. Jactis utri usque linguae fun. 
damentis, ad academiam An Jreanam ablegatus, phiJosophia operam navavit, preceptorc usus 
Roberto Havreo Thcologo exifrio. 
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whom Scotland has boasted* In 1724, Jack published another work, entitled 
“ Institiitiones Medicae,” republished in IGJl. About this period his celebrity 
had reached the British isles ; and, like his illustrious friend and comrade Vos< 
sius, the author of the History of Pelagianism, he was invited to fill the chair or 
civil history at Oxford, a proffer he declined. This eminent man died on the 
17tli day of Apiil, 1628, leaving behind him a widow and ten children, lie 
seems to have been on terms of intimate and friendly familmrity with the 
greatest men of the age. He is said to have been a hard student, to have pos- 
sessed vast powers of memory, and to have been more attentive to the ele- 
gancies of life, nud to his personal appearance, than scliolars then generally 
were. 

JACK, or JACHEUS, Thomas, a classical scholar of eminence, and author of 
the “ Onomasticon I’octiciiiii.” The period of the birth of this author is unknown : 
Dr'M^Crie has with his usual industry made investigations into his history, but 
excepting the circumstances to be discovered from the dedication to his work, 
none but a few barren facts have been found, wiiich must have ill repaid the 
labours of the search. He was master of the grammar school at Glasgow, but at 
what period he entered that seminary is unknown. He relinquished the situa- 
tion in 1574, and beciime minister of the neighbouring parish of Eastwood, 
from wliich, in the manner of the time, he dates his book “ ex sytva vulgo dictji 
orientali his work is entitled “ Onomasticon Poeticum, sive propriorum quibiis 
ill suis moniuneiitis usi sunt vcteres Poetm, brevis doscriptio Poetica it is 
neatly printed in quarto, by Waldegrave, 1592, and is now very rare. It may 
be dos(a*ibed as a versified topographical dictionary of the localities of classical 
poetry, expressing in a brief sentence, seldom exceeding a couple of lines, some 
diaracteristic, wliicli may reiniiid the student of the subject of Ills readings. He 
mentions that he has found tlie system advantageous by experiment ; and most of 
our readers will be reminded of the repeated attempts to teach the rules of 
grammar, and other matters necessary to be committed to memory, in a simibir 
Jiiaiiner. The subject did not admit of iniicli elegance, and tlie chief merit oi‘ 
the author will be acknowledged in the pcrseveraic*^ which has amassed so lufiny 
references to subjecls of classical research. A quotation of the lii’st few lines 
may not be unacceptable : 

“ Caucjiseus vatos Abaris veutura prolUlur, 

Argivum l)issextus AUkis rex, marlis in armis 
Acer, Ilypurmriestm L}nceoque pareiitibos orlus-, 
iliiio et Abanliaduin series dal jura l*elasgis. 

Ex nube Ixion Centaurum gigiiit AlKinlem! 

ASiicas Gumitem quo nomine ciarus habebat 
Aigypti ad fines Abatos jacet Insula dives : 

Quum amuin armavit lino mitura temici, 

Armifera* Thracis quondam urbs Abdern Celebris.” 

This passage contains the accounts of Abaris, Abantiada^., Abas, Abatos, and 
Abdera. 

In the dedication, which is addr^sed to James, eldest son of Claud Hamilton, 
commendator of Paisley, a pupil of the author, Jack complacently mentions, 
that he liad been induced to publish by the recommendation of Andrew Melville 
and Buchanan, and that the latter eminent person had revised the work, and sub- 
mitted to a counter revision of works of his own. Prefixed to the Onomasticon are 
encomiastic verses by Robert Pollock, Hercules Pollock, Patrick Sharpe, Andrew 
Melville, and Sir Thomas Craig. Dr M‘Crie has discovered that 'I'honias Jack, as 
minister of Rutherglen, was one of those who, in 1582, opposed the election of Ro- 
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bert Montgomery as arcbbifthop of Glasgow. He appears to hare been a member 
of tlie General Assembly in 1590 ; he Is mentioned in 1 593, os a minister within 
the bounds of the presbytery of Paisley, and must have died in 1596, as appears 
from the Testament Testamentar of Euphame Wylie, relict of umquhill Mr 
Thomas Jak, min'* at Eastwod.” 

JAMES 1., king of Scots, and illustrious both in political and literary history, 
was born at Dunfermline in the year 1394. He was the third son of Kobert 

III. , king of Scots, (whose father, Robert II., was the first sovereign of the 
Stuart family,) by his consort Annabella, or Annaple Drummond, daughter of Sir 
John Drummond of Stobhall, ancestor of the noble family of Perth. It appears 
that John Stuart, for such was the real name of Kobert III., had married Anna- 
ple Drummond at a period antecedent to the year 1358 ; as in 1357 , he and his 
wife received a charter of the earldom of Athol from David II. The unusual 
period of thirty-seven years at least, must thus have elapsed between the mar- 
riage of the parents and tlie birth of their distinguished son. Their eldest child, 
David, born in 1373, and created duke of Rothesay, was starved to death by his 
unclb the duke of Albany in 1402 ; a second son, John, died in infancy. The 
inheritance of the crown was thus opened upon prince James at the age of eight 
years, but under circumstances which rendered the prospect less agreeable than 
dangerous. The imbecility of Robert 111. had permitted the reins of govern- 
ment to be assumed by his brother the duke of Albany, who meditated a trans- 
ference of the sovereignty to his own family, and scrupled at no measures whicii 
might promise to aid him in his object. 'J'here was the greatest reason to ap- 
prehend that prince James, as well as his elder brother the duke of Rothesay, 
would be removed by some foul moans, through the machinations of Albany ; 
al'ler which, the existence of the king^s female children would present but a 
trilling obstacle to his assuming the rights of heir presumptive. 

The education of prince James ivas early confided to Wardlaw, bishop of St 
Andrews, the learned and excellent prelate, who, in founding the university in 
his metropolitan city, became the originator of that valuable (dass of institutions 
in ScoLland. Sinclair, carl of Orkney, and Sir David Elomiiigof Cumbernauld, 
were among the barons ^vho superintended the instruction of the prince in mar- 
tial and athletic exercises. For the express purpose of saving him from the 
fangs of his uncle, it was resolved by the king, in 1405, to send him to the 
court of Charles VI. of France, where he might at ontie be safer in person, and 
receive a superior education to what could be obtained in his own country. 
With this view the young prince was privately conducted to East Lothian, and 
embarked on board a vessel at the isle of the llnss, along with the earl of Orkney 
and a small party of friends. It would appear that ho thus escaped his uncle by 
a very narrow chance, as Sir David Fleming, in returning irom the place of 
embarkation, w'os set upon tit Long-Uermaudstone by the retainers of that 
wicked personage, and cruelly slain. 

James pursued his voyage towards France, till, cruising along the coast of 
Norfolk, his vessel was seized by a squadron of armed mercliantinen, commanded 
by John Jolyff, and belonging to the port of Clay. Though this event took 
place in the time of a truce between the two countries, (April 12, 1405,) Henry 

IV. of England reconciled his conscience to the detention of the prince, for 
which, indeed, it is highly probable he had made some arrangements previotfsly 
with the duke of Albany, his faithful ally, and the imitator of his conduct 
When the earl of Orkney presented a remonstrance against such an unjustifiable 
act, asserting that the education of the prince was the sole object of his voyage 
to France, he turned it oft’ with a jest, to the effect, that he was as well ac- 
quainted with the French language, and could teach it as well as the king of 
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France/ so that the prince would lose nothing by remaining where he was. 
He soon showed, however, the ,value which he attached to the possession of the 
prince’s person, by shutting him up in the castle of Pevensey in Sussex. The 
aged king of Scotland sank under this new calamity; and, dying April 4 >, 1406, 
left the nominal sovereignty to his captive son, but the real power of the state to 
his flagitious brother, the duke of Albany, who assumed the title of governor. 

Having no design against the mind of his captive, Henry furnished him in a 
liberal manner with the means of continuing his education. Sir John Pelham, 
the constable of Pevensey castle, and one of the most distinguished knights of 
the age, was appointed his governor; and masters were provided for instructing 
him in various accomplishments and branches of knowledge. To quote the 
words of Mr Tytler,^ In all athletic and manly exercises, in the use of his 
weapons, in liis skill in horsemanship, his speed in running, his strength and 
dexterity as a wrestler, his 6rm and fair aim as a joister and tourneyer, the 
young king is allowed by all contemporary writers to have arrived at a pitch of 
excellence which left most of his own age far behind him ; and as he advanced 
to maturity, his figure, although not so tall as to be majestic or imposing, was, 
fiom its make, peculiarly adapted for exc^ellence in such accomplishments. His 
chest was broad and full, his arms somewhat long and muscular, his flanks thin 
and spare, and liis limbs beautifully formed; so as to combine elegance and 
lightness with strengtii. In throwing the hammer, and propelling, or, to use the 
Scottish phrase, ‘ putting ’ the stone, and in skill in archery, we have the testi- 
mony of an ancient chronicle, that none in his own dominions could surpass 
him. # # # To sliill in warlike exercises, every youthful candidate 

for honour and for knighthood was expected to unite a variety of more 
pacific and elegant accomplishments, which were intended to render him a de- 
lightful companion in the hall, as the others were calculated to make him a 
formidable enemy in the field. The science of music, both instrumental and 
vocal ; the composition and recitation of ballads, roundelays, and other minor 
pieces of poetry ; an acquaintance with the romances and the writings of the 
popular poets of the times — were all essential branches in the system of educa- 
tion which was then adopted in the castle of any feudal chief; and from Pelham, 
who had himself been brought up as the squire of the duke of Lancaster, we 
may be confident that the Scottish king received every advantage which could 
be conferred by skilful instructors, and by the most ample opportunities of cul- 
tivation and improvement. Such lessons and exhibitions, however, might have 
been thrown away upon many, but James had been born with those natural ca- 
pacities which fitted him t<i excel in them. He possessed a fine and correct 
musical ear; a voice which was rich, flexible, and sufficiently powerful for 
chamber music ; and an enthusiastic delight in the art, which, unless controlled 
by strong good sense, and a feeling of the higher destinies to which he was 
called, might have led to a dangerous devotion to it. * * Cut off for a long 

and tedious period from Ills crown and his people, James could afford to spend 
many hours each day in the cultivation of accomplishments to which, under other 
circumstances, it would have been criminal to have given up so much of his 
time. And this will easily account for that high musical excellence to which he 
undoubtedly attained, and will explain the great variety of instrumenU upon 
which he performed. * * He was acquainted with the Latin language, as 

far, at least, as was permitted by the rude and barbarous condition in which it 
existed previous to the revival of letters. In theology, oratory, and grammar — 

^ It will be recollected tliat French was the common language of the court of England, and 
oi’all legal and public business, tiJl the age following Uiat of Henry IV. 

^ Lives of fecottish Worthies, ii. S63. 
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in the civil and (;anon laws, he waa instructed by the best masters ; and an ac- 
quaintance with Norman-French was necessarily acquired at a court where it was 
still currently spoken and highly cultivated. Devoted, however, as he was to 
these pursuits, James appears to have given his mind with a still stronger bias 
to the study of English poetry, choosing Chaucer and (vower for his masters in 
the art, and entering with tlie utmost ardour into the great object of the first of 
these illustrious men — the improvement of the English language, the production 
of easy and natural* rhymes, and the refinement of poetical numbers from the 
rude compositions which had preceded him.’’ 

Thus passed years of restraint, unmarked by any other incident than removal 
from one place of captivity to another, till the death of Henry IV. in L414. 
On the very day after this event, the ‘‘ gallant ” Henry V. ordered his royal pri- 
soner to be removed to close confinement in the Tower. In general, liowever, the 
restraint imposed upon the young king was not inconsistent with his enjoyment 
of the pleasures of life, among which one of the most agreeable must have been 
the intercourse which he w<as allowed to hold with his Scottish friends. It is the 
opinion of Mr Tytler, that the policy of the English kings in this matter was 
much regulated by tlie terror in which they held a mysterious person residing 
at the Scottish court, under the designation of king Richard, and who was the 
object of perpetual conspiracies among the enemies of the house of Lancaster. It 
is at least highly probable that Albany kept up that personage as a kind of bug- 
bear, to induce the Eiiglisli monarch to keep a close guard over his nephew. 

The duke of Albany died in 1419, and was succeeded as governor by his 
eldest son Murdoch, who ^vas as weak as his father had been energetic and am- 
bitious. About the same time, a large party of Scottish knights and their re- 
tainers proceeded, under the command of the earl of Buchan, second son of 
Albany, to assist the bVench king in repelling the efforts which Henry V. of 
England was making to gain the sovereignty of France. In the hope, perhaps, 
of gaining Iiis deliverance, James was persuaded by king Henry to accompany 
him to France, and to join with him in taking the opposite side to that which 
was assumed by this party of his subjects. But of this part of Ills life no clear 
account is preserved ; only the ('consideration wliicli he attained with the English 
king is amply proved by his acting {i4i22) ns chief mourner at his funeral, 
'^'iiis, however, was an event which he had little reason to regret, as it opened a 
prospect of his obtaining Iiis liberty, a circumstance which would scarcely have 
taken place during the life of Henry ; or, at least, while that prince lived, James 
could not look forward to any deliiiite period for the termination of his cap- 
tivity. 

The duke of Bedford, who was appointed protector of England on the death 
of Henry, adopting a wiser policy with regard to Scotland tlian that monarch 
had pursued, offered to deliver up the Scottish king on payment of a ransom of 
forty thousand pounds, to be paid within six years by half yearly payments, and 
that hostages should be given for the faithful liquidation of the debt. The 
English, disavowing the term ransom as derogatory, in this instance, to the na- 
tional character and dignity, alleged that the pecuniary consideration was de- 
manded as payment of the king’s maintenance while in England ; but as Henry 
V. allowed only £700 a-year for this purpose, and the term of James’s captivity 
was about nineteen years, giving thus an amount of something more than 
£13,000 altogether, it is pretty evident that they did not intend to be losers by 
the transaction — though, as the money was never paid, they certainly were not 
gainers. After a goo(l deal of delay, and much discussion on both sides, the ar- 
rangement for the liberation of the king was finally adjusted by the Scottish 
commissioners, who proceeded to London for that purpose, on the 9lh of March, 
III. 2 B 
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1 123 ; and amongst other securities for the stipulated sum^ tendered that of the 
burghs of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen. Previously to his leaving 
England, James married Joanna, daughter of the duchess of Clarence, niece of 
Richard II. To this lady the Scottish monarch had been long attached. Her 
beauty had inspired his muse, and was the frequent theme of his song. Amongst 
the poems attributed to the royal poet, there is one, entitled A Sang on Ab- 
sence,” beginning “ Sen that tlie eyiie that workis my weilfair,” in which he 
bewails, in strains breathing the wannest and most ardent attachment, the ab- 
sence of his mistress ; and in the still more elaborate production of the King’s 
Quain,” he thus speaks of her : — 

“ Of liir arr/i}’, the form gif I s:ill write 
Toward her goldiii iuiire and rich atyre, 

In fret wise couchit with perlis white ; 

And grete balas Icmyng sis the fire, 

Witli irisiny ane cineraiit and saphirc ; 

And on liir hide a chaplet fresh of hewe 
Of plum3‘s partit rede, and white, and blue.** 

In tliis beautiful poem the enamoured king describes himself as hsiving first 
fallen in love with liis future queen, as she was walking in the gardens 
under the tower at Windsor in which he was coiifined. 

It is probable that he lost no time in making his fair enslaver aware of the 
conquest she had made, and it is also likely that her walks under the lower w'ere 
not rendered less frequent by the discovery. The splendour of Joanna’s dress, 
as described in this poem, is very remarkable. She seems to have been covered 
with jewels, and to have been altogether arrayed in the utmost magnificence ; 
not improbably, in the consciousness of the eyes that were upon her. The 
result, at all events, shows that the captive princ^e must have found means sooner 
or later of communicating with the fair idol of his affections. 

The marriage ceremony was performed at the church of St Mary’s Overy in 
Southwark ; the king receiving with his bride as her marriage portion, a dis- 
charge for ten thousand pounds of his ransom money ! 

James w'as in the thirtieth year of his age when he was restored to his liberty 
and his kingdom. Proceeding first to Edinburgh, where he celebrated the 
festival of Easter, he afterwards went on to Scone, accompanied by his queen, 
where they were both solemnly crowned ; Murdoch duke of Albany, as earl of 
Fife, performing the ceremony of installing the sovereign on the throne. 

Immediately after the coronation, James convoked a parliament in Perth, 
and by the proceedings of that assembly, gave intimation to the kingdom of the 
commencement of a vigorous reign. Amongst many other wise and judicious 
ordinations, this national council enacted, that the king’s peace should be firmly 
held, and no private wars allowed, and that no man should travel with a greater 
number of reteiners than he could maintain ; that a sufficient administration of 
law be appointed throughout the realm ; and that no extortion from churchmen or 
farmers in particular be admitted. James had early been impressed with the 
necessity of arresting with a vigorous and unsparing hand, the progress of that 
system of fraud and rapine to which the country had been a prey during the 
regencies that preceded his ac^ssion to the throne, a policy which, perhaps, 
though both necessary and just, there is some reason to believe he carried too 
far, or at least prosecuted with a mind not tempered by judicious and humane 
considerations. When first informed, on his arrival in the kingdom, of the law- 
lessness which prevailed in it, he is said to have exclaimed, By the help of 
liod, though I sliculd myself lead the life of a dog, T shall make the key keep 
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the castle, and the bush secure the cow.^ Thau such a resolution as this, nothing 
could have been wiser or more praiseworthy, and he certainly did all he could, 
and probably more than he ought, to accomplish the desirable end which the 
sentiment proposes ; but he seems to have been somewhat indiscriminating in his 
vengeance. This indiscrimination may be only apparent, and may derive Its 
character from the imperfectness of the history of that period ; but as we judge 
of the good by what is upon record, we are bound to judge of the bad by the 
same rule ; and it would be rather a singular mischance, if error and misrepresen- 
tation were always and exclusively on the side of the latter. It is, at any rate, 
certain, that a remarkable humanity, or any remarkable inclination to the side of 
mercy, were by no means amongst the iiiimher of James’s good qualities, numer- 
ous though these assuredly were. With the best intentions towards the improve- 
ment of his kingdom, and the bettering of the condition oi his subjects, James 
had yet the misfortune to excite, at the commencement of his reign, a very general 
feeling of dissatisihctioii with his government. 

This, amongst the aristocracy, proceeded from the severity with which he 
threatened to visit their offences ; and amongst the common people, from his 
having imposed a tax to pay the ransom money stipulated for his release from 
ciiplivity. This lax was proposed to be levied at the rate of twelve pennies in 
the pound on all sorts of produce, on farms and annual rents, cattle and grain, 
and to continue for two years. The tax was with great difficulty collected 
the first year, but in the seexmd the popular impatience and dissatisfaction became 
so general and so marked, that the king thought it advisable to abandon it; and the 
consequence was, as already remarked, that the debt was never discharged. The 
reluctance of the nation to pay the price of their prince’s freedom may appear 
ungenerous, and as implying an indifference towards him personally ; hut this is not 
a necessary, nor is it the only conclusion which may be inferred from the circnirn- 
starice. It it probable that they may have considered the demand of England unrea- 
sonable and unjust, and it certainly was both, seeing that James was no prisoner of 
war, but had been made captive at a time when the two kingdoms were at pencM) 
with each other. To make him prisoner, therefore, and make him pay for it too, 
seems indeed to have been rather a hard case, and such it whs probably esteemed 
by his subjects. The policy which James proposed to adopt, was not limited to 
the suppression of existing evils or to the prevention of their recurrence in time 
to come, but extended to the punishing of offences long since committed, and 
of which, in many instances, though we are told the results, we are left unin- 
formed of the crime. At the outset of his reign he had ordered the arrest of 
Walter, eldest son of.Murdoch, duke of Albany, the late regent, together with 
that of Malcolm Fleming of Cumbernauld, and 'j'tiomas Boyd of Kilmarnock ; 
and soon afterwards, taking advantage of the circumstance of a meeting of par- 
liament at Perth, which he had convoked probably for the purpose of bringing 
them within his reach, he ordered the arrest of Murdoch himself, his second son, 
Alexander Stewart, the earls of Douglas, Angus, and March, and twenty other 
gentlemen oi* note. 

The vengeance, how'cver, which gave rise to this proceeding, was followed 
out only in the case of Albany ; at least his punishment only is recorded in the 
accounts given by our historians of this transaction, while all the others are 
allowed to drop out of sight without any further notice of them in connexion 
with that event. Indeed the whole of this period of Scottish history is exceed- 
ingly obscure ; much of it is r.onfused, inconsistent, and inexplicable, and is 
thereiore indebted almost wholly to conjecture for any interest it possesses, and 
perhaps no portion of it is more obscure than that which includes the occurrence 
which has just been alluded to. The king’s vengeance is said to have been 
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exclusively aimed at Albany. Then, wherefore the arrest of the otheif? 
Because, it is said they were the friends of the late regent, and might have 
defeated the eilds of justice had they been left at liberty, or at least might have 
been troublesome in the event of his condemnation. But how is this to be 
reconciled nvith the fact, that several of those arrested with Albany were of the 
jury that found him guilty on his trial, which took place a few weeks afterwards P 
All that we certainly know of this matter, is, that Murdoch was committed a close 
prisoner to Garlaveroc castle, while his duchess, Isabella, shared a similar fate 
in Tantallon, and that the king immediately after seized upon, and took posses- 
sion of his castles of Falkland in Fife, and Downe in Menteith ; that soon after- 
wards, Albany, with his two sons, Walter and Alexander, together with the aged 
earl of Lennox, were brought to trial, condemned to death, and beheaded. The 
principal offence, so far as is known, for on this point also, there is much 
obscurity, charged against those unfortunate persons, was their having dilapi- 
dated the royal revenues while the king was captive in England. The fate of 
the two sons of the regent, who w'ere remarkably stout and handsome young 
men, excited a good deal of commiseration. The moment their sentence was 
pronoiim^d, lliey were led out to execution. Their father and Lennox were 
beheaded on the following day. The scene of this tragedy was a rising ground 
immediately adjoining Stirling castle. 

It is not improbable, that circumstances unknown to us may have warranted 
this instance of sanguinary severity on the part of the king ; hut it is unfortu- 
nate for his memory, that these circumstances, if they did exist, should be 
unknown ; for as it now stands, ho c^annot be acquitted of cruelty in this case, 
as well ns some others, otlicrwise than by alleging, that he was incapable of 
inflicting an unmerited punishment, — a defence more generous than satisfactory. 
The parliaments, however, which James convoked, continued remarkable for the 
wisdom of their decrees, for the number of salutary laws which they enacted, 
and for the anxiety generally which they discovered for the prosperity of the 
kingdom. Amongst the most curious of their laws is one which forbids any man 
who has accused another, from being of the jury on his trial ! It is not easy to 
conceive what were the notions of jurisprudence which permitted the existem^ 
of the practice which this statute is meant to put an end to. The allowing the 
accuser to be one of the jury on the trial of the person he has accused, seems an 
absurdity and impropriety too palpable and gross to be apologized for, even by 
the rudeness and barbarity of the times. Another curious statute of this period 
enacts, that no traveller shall lodge with his friends, but at the common inn. 
The object of this was to encourage these institutions, only about this time Brsi 
established in Scotland. They seem, however, very soon to have become popular, 
as it was shortly afterwards enjoined by act of parliament, that no one should 
remain in taverns after nine o^clock at night. This of course was meant only 
to apply to those who resided near the spot, and not to travellers at a distance 
from their homes. 

The subjugation of the Highlands and Isles next occupied the attention of 
the stern and active monarch. These districts were in the most lawless state, 
and neither acknowledged the authority of the parliament nor the king. With 
the view of introducing a better order of things into these savage provinces, and 
of bringing to condign punishment some of the most turbulent chieftains, James 
assembled a parliament at Inverness, and specially summoned the heads of the 
clans to attend it The summons was obeyed, and about fifty chieftait^i of 
various degrees of note and power aiTived at Inverness at the appointed time, 
and were all made prisoners ; amongst the rest, Alexander, lord of the Isles. 
Several of them were instantly believed after a surmiiary trial, the others were 
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distributed throughout the diiferetit prisons of the kingdom, or kept in ward at 
the castles of the iiobHity. The greater part of them were afterwards put to 
death, and the remainder finally restored to liberty. With a degree of cruelty 
which the case does not seem to warrant, the countess of lioss, the mother of the 
lord of the Isles, was made a prisoner along with her son, and was long detained 
in captivity in the island of Inch Combe in the Firth of Forth. Alexander, after 
a year's confinement, was allowed to return to his own country, on condition that 
he would in future refrain from all acts of violence ; his mother in the mean 
time being held a hostage for his good conduct 

Equally regardless, however, of his promises and the predicament of his 
parent, he, soon after regaining his liberty, with a large body of followers 
attacked and burned ilte town of Inverness. James, to revenge this outrage, 
instantly collected an army and marched against the perpetrator, whom he over- 
took in the neighbourhood of Lochaber. A battle ensued, in which the lord 
of the Isles, who is said to have had an army of ten thousand men under him, 
was totally defeated. Humbled by this misfortune, Alexander soon after made 
an attempt to procure a reconciliation with the king, but failing in this, he 
finally resolved to throw liimself upon the mercy of the sovereign. With this 
view he came privately to Edinburgh, and attired only in his shirt and drawers, 
he placed himself before the high altar of llolyrood church, and on his knees, 
in presence of the queen and a number of nobles, presented his naked sword to 
the king. For this act of liuiniliatiori and humble submission, his life was spared ; 
but he was ordered into close confinement in the castle of Tantallon. Some 
curious and interesting considerations naturally present themselves when contem- 
plating the transactions just spoken of. Amongst these a wonder is excited to 
find the summons of the king to llie fierce, lawless chieftains of the Highlands 
so readily obeyed. To see them ualk so tamely into the trap which was laid 
for them, when they must have known, from the previous character of the king, 
that if they once placed themselves within his reach, they might be assured of 
being subjected to punishment. Supposing, again, that they were deceived as to 
liis intentions, and had no idea that lie meant them any personal violence, but 
were inveigled within his power by Aiiililess assurances ; it then becomes matter 
of astonishment, that in the very midst of their clans, in the heart of their own 
country, and in the immediate neighbourhood of their inaccsessible retreats, the 
king should have been able, without meeting with any resistance, to take into 
custody and carry away as prisoners, no fewer than fifty powerful chieftains, and 
even to put some of them to death upon the spot. 'I'his wonder is not lessened 
by finding that the lord of the Isles himself could bring into the field ten thou- 
sand men, while the greater part of the others could muster from five hundred 
to five thousand each ; and it might be thought that, however great was their 
enmity to each other, they would have made common cause in such a case as 
this, and have all united in rescuing their cihiefs from the bands of him who must 
have appeared their common enemy ; but no such effort was made, and the 
whole Highlands as it were looked quietly on and permitted their chief men to 
be carried away into captivity. In the midst of these somewhat inexplicable 
CiOnsiderations, however, there is one very evident and remarkable circumstance ; 
this is the great power of the king, which could thus enable him to enforce so 
sweeping an act of justice in so remote and barbarous a part of his kingdom ; 
and perliaps a more striking instance of the existence of that extraordinary power, 
and of |error inspired by the royal name, is not to be found in the pages of 
Scottish history. 

The parliament of James, directed evidently by the spirit of the monarch, 
continued from time to time to enac!t the most salutary laws. In 1427 it was 
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decreed, that a fine of ten pounds should be Imposed upon burgesses who, being 
summoned, should refuse to attend parliament, xvithoiit showing satisfactory <aiuse 
for their absence ; and in the same year several acts were juissed for the punish- 
ment of murder and felony. The first of these acts, however, w.ns repealed in 
the following year, by introducing a new feature into the legisl'iliire of the king- 
dom. The attendance of small barons or freeholders in parliament was dispensed 
with, on condition that each shire sent t^o commissioners, whose expenses were 
to be paid by the freeholders. Another singular decree w'ns also passed this 
year, enjoining the successors and heirs of prelates ainl barons to take an oath 
of fidelity to the queen. This was an unusual proceeding , but not can unwise 
one, os it was evidently a provision for the event of the king’s death, should it 
happen during the minority of his heir and successor. It did so happen ; and 
though history is silent on the 8ubje<;t, there is reason to believe that the queen 
enjoyed the advantage which the act intended to secure to her. 

In the year 14 !jJ 8, James wisely strengthened the Scottish alliance with France, 
by betrothing his eldest daughter, Margaret, but yet in her infancy, to the 
dauphin, afterwards Louis XI., also at tiiis time a mere child. This contract, 
however, was not c>arried into effect until the year I i3(), when the dauphin had 
attained his thirteenth year, and liis bride her twelfth. The marriage eventually 
proved an exc>eedingly unhappy one. The husband of the Scottish princess was 
a man of the worst dispositions, and unfortunately there were others about him 
no less remarkable for their bad* qualities. One of these, Jamet de Villy, 
impressed him, by tales which were afterwards proven to be false, with a suspi- 
cion of the dauphiness’s ffdelity. Though innocent, the unhappy princess was 
80 dee|dy afiected by the infamous accusations which were brought against her, 
that she took to bed, and soon after died of a broken heart, exclaiming before 
she expired, ^^Ah! Jamet, Jamet, you have gained your purpose;” such mild 
but affecting expressions being all that her hard fate and the malice of her ene- 
mies could elicit from the dying princess. Jamet was afterwards proven, in a 
legal investigation which took place into the cause of the death of Margaret, to 
be a “ scoundrel” and common li^r.” The death of this princess took place 
nine years after the marriage, and seven after the death of her father ; who, 
had he been alive, would not, it is probable, have permitted the treatment of his 
daughter to have passed without some token of his resentment. 

The short remaining portion of James’s life, either from the defectiveness of 
the records of that period, or because they really did not occur, presents us with 
few events of any great importance. Amongst those worthy of any notice, are, 
a commercial league of one hundred years, entered into between S(u>tland and 
Flanders ; the ])a8sing of a sumptuary' law, forbidding any one but lords and 
knights, their eldest sons and luurs, from wearing silks and furs ; a decree 
declaring all Scotsmen traitors who travel into England without the king^s leave. 
Another enjoined all barons and lords having lands on the western or northern 
seas, particularly those opposite to the islands, to furnish a certain number of 
galleys, according to their tenures ; an injunclitui which was but little attended to. 
In 1431, Janies renewed the treaty of peace with England, then just expiring, 
for five yean. In this year also, a desperate encounter took place at Inverlochy, 
between Donald Ealloch, and the earls of Mar and Caithness, in which the 
former was victorious. The earl of Caithness, with sixteen squires of his family, 
fell in this sanguinary engagement Another conflict, still more deadly, took 
place about the same time in Strathnavern, between Angus Duff^ chief of the 
Mackays of that district, and Angus Moray. There were twelve hundred men 
on either side, and it is said, that on the termination of the fight there were 
’ scarcely nine left alive. 
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James, in the mean time, proceeded with his system of hostility to the 
nobles, availing himself of every opportunity which presented itself of humbling 
them, and of lessening their power. He threw into prison his own nephews, 
the earl of Douglas, and Sir John Kennedy, and procured the forfeiture of the 
estates of the earl of March. The reasons for the first act of severity are now 
unlcnown. That for tiie second was, that the earl of March’s father had been 
engaged in rebellion against the kingdom during the regency of Albany. The 
policy of James in arraying himself against his nobles, and maintaining an at- 
titude of hostility towards them during his reign, seems of very questionable pro- 
priety, to say nothing of the apparent character of unmerited severity which it 
assumes in many instances, lie no doubt found on his arrival in the kingdom, 
many crimes to punish amongst that class, and much feudal tyranny to suppress; 
but it is not very evident that his 8uc(;ess would have been less, or the object 
which he aimed at less surely accomplished, had he done this with a more lenient 
hand. Jly making the nobles his friends in plar.e of his enemies, he would as- 
sui'edly have established and maintained the peace of the kingdom still more 
effectually than he did. They were men, rude ns they were, who would have 
yielded a submission to a personal ailection for their prince, which they would, 
and did refuse to his authority ns a ruler. James erred in aiming at governing 
by fear, when he should liave governed by love. A splendid prc»of of his error 
in this particular is presented in the conduc.t of his great grand-son, James IV. 
who pursued a directly opposite ctmrse with regard to his nobles, and with 
results infinitely more favourable to the best interests of the kingdom. Only 
one event now of any iiioiiient occurs until the premature death of James ; this 
is the siege of lloxburgh. To revenge an attempt which had been made by 
the English to intercept his daughter on her way to France, he raised an army 
of, it has been computed, two hundred thousand men, and marching into England, 
besieged the castle of lioxburgh ; but after spending fifteen days befiwetbat strong- 
hold, and expending nearly nil the missive arms in the kingdom, he w^as com- 
pelled to abandon the siege, and to return with his army without having efiected 
any thing at all commensurate with the extent of his preparations, or the pro- 
digious force which accompanied him. I'lie melancholy catastrophe in which 
his existence terminated was now fast approaching, — the result of his own harsh 
conduct and unforgiving disposition. 

'rhe nobles, wearied out with his oppressions, seem latterly to have been re- 
strained only by a want of unanimity amongst themselves from revenging the in- 
juries they had sustained at his liaiids, or by a want of individual resolution to 
strike the fatal blow'. At length one appeared who possessed the courage neces- 
sary for the performance of this desperate deed. This person was Sir Hobert 
Graham, uncle to the earl of Strathern. He also had been imprisoned by 
James, and was therefore his enemy on personal as well as general grounds. 

At this crisis of the dissatisfaction of the nobles, (iraham ofiered, in a meeting 
of the latter, to state their grievances to the king, and to demand the redress of 
these grievances, provided those who then heard him would second him in so 
doing. The lords accepted his offer, and pledged themselves to support him. 
Accordingly, in the very next parliament Graham rose up, and having advanced 
to where the king was seated, laid his hand upon his shoulder, and said ** 1 ar- 
rest you in the name of all the three estates of your realm here assembled in 
parliament, for as your people have sworn to obey you, so are you constrained 
by an equal oath to govern by law, «*iiid not to wrong your subjects, but in jus- 
tice to maintain and defend them.^’ Then turning round to the assembled 
lords, ** Is it not thus ns 1 say he exclaimed ; — but the appeal remained unan- 
swered. Either awed by the royal presence, or thinking that Graham liad gone 
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too far, the lords meanly declined to afibrd him the support which they had 
promised him. That Graham had done a rash thing, and had said more than 
his colleagues meant he should have said, is scarcely an apology for their 
deserting him as they did in the hour of trial. They ought. at least to have af- 
i'oi'ded him some countenance, and to have acknowledged so much of his reproof 
as they were willing should have been administered ; and there is little doubt 
that a very large portion of its spirit was theirs also, although they seem to have 
lacked the courage to avow it. Graham was instantly ordered into confinement, 
and was soon after deprived of all his possessions and estates, and banished the 
kingdom. Brooding over his misfortunes, and breathing vengeance against him 
who was the cause of them, the daring exile retired to the remotest parts of the 
Highlands, and there arranged and perfected his plans of revenge. He first 
wrote letters to the king, renouncing his allegiance and defying his wrath, up- 
braiding him with being tlie ruin of himself, his wife, and his children, and 
concluded with declaring that he would put him to death with his own hand, if 
opportunity should ofler. . The answer to these threats and defiances was a pro- 
clamation which the king iiiiiiiediately issued, promising three thousand demies 
of gold, of the value of half nn English noble each, to any one who should 
bring in Graham dead or alive. 

The king’s pro<ilaniation, however, was attended with no effect. The ob- 
ject of it not only remained in safety in his retreat, but ])ro<;ceded to mature 
the schemes of vengeance which he meditated against his sovereign. He 
opened a correspoudeiH‘.c with several of the nobility, in which lie unfolded tlie 
treason which he designed, and offered to assassinate the king with his 
own hand. 

The general dislike which was entertained for James, and which was by no 
means confined fo the aristocracy, for his exactions had rendered liis govern- 
ment obnoxious also to the common people, soon procured for Graham a 
powerful co-operation ; and the result Wtas, that a regular and deep-laid con- 
spiracy, and which included even sonic of the king’s most familiar domestics, 
was speedily formed. In the mean lime, the king, unconscious of the fate which 
was about to overtake him, had removed with his court to Perth to celebrate the 
festival of Christinas. While on his way thither, accoi'diiig to popular tradition, 
he was accosted by a soothsayer, who forewarned him of the disaster which was 
to happen him. ** JVly lord king,” she said, for it was a proplietess who spoke, 

if ye pass this water,” (the Forth) ‘‘ ye shall never return again alive.” Tho 
king is said to have been much struck by the oracular intimation, and not the 
less so that he had read in some prophecy a short while before, that in that year 
a king of Scotland should he slain. The monarch, however, did* not himself 
deign on this occasion to interrogate the soothsayer as to what she meant, hut 
deputed the task to one of the knights, whom he desired to turn aside and hold 
some conversation with her. This gentleman soon after rejoined the king, and 
representing the prophetess as a foolish inebriated woman, recommeiided to his 
majesty to pay no attention to what slio had said.. Accordingly no further 
notice seems to have been taken of the circumstance. The royal party crossed 
the water and arrived in safety atl’erth ; the king, with his family and domestics, 
taking up his residence at the Dominicans’ or Blackfriars’ monastery. The 
conspirators, in the mean time, fully informed of his motions, had so far com- 
pleted, their arrangements as to have fixed the night on which he should be as- 
sassinated. This was, acimrding to some authorities, the night of the second 
Wednesday of lent, or the 27 th day of February ; by others, the first Wednes- 
day of lent, or between the twentieth or twenty-first of that month, in the year 
1437 ; and the latter is deemed the more accurate date. Janies spent the earlier 
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part of the erening in playing chess with onh of his knights, whom, for his remark- 
able devotion to the fair sex he humorously nicknamed the King of Love. The 
king was in high spirits during the progress of the game, and indulged in a number 
of jokes at the expense of his brother king ; but the dark hints whidi he had 
had of his fate, seemed, as it were in spite of himself, to have made an impres- 
sion upon him, and were always present to him even in his merriest moods, and 
it was evidently under this feeling that he said — more in earnest than in joke, 
though he endeavoured to give it the latter character — ^to his antagonist in the 
game, “ Sir King of Love, it is not long since 1 read a prophecy which foretold 
that in this year a king should be slain in this land, and ye know well, sir, that 
there are no kings in this realm but you and I. I therefore advise you to look 
carefully to your own safety, for I give you warning that I shall see that mine 
is sufHcieiitly provided for.” Shortly after this a number of loids and knights 
thronged into the king's chamber, and the mirth, pastime, and joke went on 
with increased vigour. In the midst of the revelry, however, 'the king received 
another warning of his approaching fate. ‘‘ My lord,” said one of his favourite 
squires, tempted probably by the light tone of the conversation which was going 
forward, “ I have dreamed that Sir Robert lTi*aham should have slain you.” 
The earl of Orkney , who was present, rebuked the squire for the impropriety of 
his speech, but the king, differently affected, said that he himself had dreamed 
«*i terrible dream on the very night of which his attendant spoke. 

Ill the mean time, the night woi'e on, and all still remained quiet in and 
around the monastery ; hut at this very moment, (Graham, with three hundred 
fierr^e 11 igl danders, was lurking in the neighbourhood, waiting the midnight 
hour to break in upon the ill-fated monarch. The mirth and pastime in the 
king’s chamber continued until supper was served, probably about nine o’clock 
at night. As the hour of this repast approached, however, all retired ex- 
cepting the earl of Athol and Robert Stuart, the king's nephew, and one of his 
greatest favourites, — considerations which could not bind him to the unfortu- 
nate monarch, for he too was one of the conspirators, and did more than any 
one of them to facilitate the murderous intentions of his colleagues, by destroy- 
ing the fastenings of the king's chamber door. After supper the amusements of 
the previous part of the evening were resumed, and chess, music, singing, and 
the reading of romances, wiled away the next two or three hours. On this fatal 
evening another circumstance occurred, which might have aroused the suspicions 
of the king, if he had not been most unaccountably insensible to the frequent hints 
and indirect intimations which he had received of some iiniuinent peril hang- 
ing over him. The same woman who had accosted him before crossing the firth 
again appeared, and knocking at his chamber door at a late hour of the niglit, 
sought to be admitted to the presence of the king, “ Tell him,” she said to the 
usher who came forth from the apartment when she knocked, ** that I am the 
same woman who not long ago desired to speak with him when he was about to 
cross the sea, and that I have something to say to him.” The usher immediate- 
ly conveyed the message to the king, but he being wholly engrossed by the 
game in which he was at the instant engaged, merely ordered lier to return on 
the morrow. Well,” replied the disappointed soothsayer, as she at the first 
interview afiected to be, ** ye shall all of you repent tliat I was not permitted 
just now to speak to the king.” The usher laughing at what he conceived to 
be the expressions of a fool, ordered the woman to begone, and she obeyed. 
The night was now wearing late, and the king, having put an end to the 
evening's amusements, called for the parting cu^i. This drunk, the party brelce 
up, and James retiied to his bed-chamber, where he found the queen and her 
ladies amusing themselves with cheerful conversation. The king, now in his 
in. 2 c 
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night-gown and slippers, placed himself before the fire, and joined in the 
badinage which was going forward. At litis moiiient the king was suddenly 
startled by a great noise at the outside of his chamber door, or rather in the 
passage which led to it The sounds were those of a crowd of armed men 
pressing hurriedly forward. There was a loud clattering and jingling of arms 
and armour, accompanied by the gleaming of torches. The king seems to have 
instantly apprehended thiiiger, a feeling which either he had coiiiniunicated to 
the ladies in the apartment, or they had of themselves conceived, for they im- 
mediately rushed to the door with the view of securing it, but they found all the 
fastenings destroyed, and a bar which should have been there removed. 

This being intimated to the king, he called out to the ladies to hold fast the 
door as well as they could, until he could liiid something wherewith to defend 
himself ; and he dew to the window of the apartment and endeavoured to wrench 
away one of the iron stauncliioiis for this purpose, but the bar resisted all his 
efforts. In this moment of liorror and despair, the unhappy monarch next seized 
the tongs, which lay by the fireside, and by their means, and with some desperate 
efforts of pei'sunal strength, he tore up a portion of the floor, and instantly descend- 
ing through the aperture into a mean receptacle which was underneath the cham- 
ber, drew the boards down after him to their original position. In the mean time 
the ladies had contrived to keep out the conspirators, and, in this effort, it is said, 
Catharine Douglas had one of her arms broken, by having thrust it into the wall 
in place of the bar which had been removed. 'J'he assassins, however, at length 
forced their way into the apartment ; and here a piteous scene now ensued. 'I'iie 
queen stood in the middle of the floor^ bereft of speech and of all poucr of 
motion by her terror, while her ladies, several of whom were severely hurt and 
wounded, filled the apartment with the most lamentable cries and shrieks. 

One of the ruffians on entering inflicted a severe wound on the queen, and 
would have killed her outright, but for the interference of one ol‘ the sons of Sir 
Robert Graham, who, perceiving the dastard about to repeat the blow, exclaimed 

What would ye do to the queen ? for shame of yourself, she is but a woman ; 
let us go and seek the king.” The conspirators, who were all armed with 
swords, daggers, axes, and other weapons, now proceeded to search for the king. 
They examined all the beds, presses, and other probable places of concealment, 
overturned forms and chairs, but to no purpose ; the king could not be found, nor 
could they conceive how he had escaped them. The conspirators, baulked in 
their pursuit, dispersed themselves throughout the different apartments to extend 
their search. This creating a silence in the aptartment immediately above the king, 
tlie unfortunate monarch conceived the conspirators had entirely withdrawn, and 
in his impatience to get out of his disagreeable situation, called out to the ladies 
to bring him sheets for that purpose. In the attempt which immediately followed 
to raise him up by these means, IClizabeth Douglas, another of the queen’s wait- 
ing-maids, fell into the hole in which the king was concealed. At this moment, 
I'liomas Chambers, one of the assassins, and who was also one of the king^s 
domestics, entered the apartment, and perceiving the opening in the floor, he 
immediately .proceeded towards it, and looking down into the cellar, with the 
assistance of his torch discovered tiie king. 

On descrying the object of liis search. Chambers exultingly called out to his 
companions, “ Sirs, the bride is found for whom we sought, and for whom we 
have caroled here tall night” 'J'he joyful tidings instantly brought a crowd of 
the conspirators to the spot, and amongst the rest, Sir John Hall, who, with a 
large knife in his hand, hastily descended to the king’s hiding-place. The 
latter, however, who was a man of great personal strength, instantly seized the 
assassin and threw him down at his feet ; and his brother, who followed, sharod 
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the same treaUiient — the king bolding them both by their throats, and with such a 
powerful grasp, that they bore maria of the violence for a month afterwards. 
The unfortunate monarch now endeavoured to wrest their knives from the assas- 
sins, and in the attempt had his hands severely cut and mangled. 

Sir Robert Graham, who had hitherto been merely looking on, now seeing 
that the Halls could not accomplish the murder of the king, also descended, and 
with a drawn sword in his hand. Unable to cope with them all, and exhausted 
with the fearful struggle which he had maintained with the two assassins ; wea- 
ponless and disabled in his hands, the king implored Graham fur mercy. 

Cruel tyrant,” replied the regicide, thou hadst never mercy on thy kindred 
nor on othem who fell within thy power, and therefore, thou shalt have no 
mercy from me.” ** Then I beseech thee, for the salvation of my soul, that thou 
wilt permit me to have a confessor,” said the miserable prince. Thou shalt 
have no confessor but the sword,” replied Graham, thrusting his victim through 
the body with his weapon. The king fell, but the stroke was not instantly fatal. 
He continued in the most piteous tones to supplicate mercy from his murderer, 
offering him half his kingdom if he would but spare his life, 'flie heart-rending 
appeals of the hapless monarch shook even Graham’s resolution, and he was 
about to desist from doing him further injury, when his intentions being per- 
ceived by the conspirators fVom above, they called out to him that if he did not 
ccmp'cte the deed, he should himself sutler death at their hands. Urged on by 
this throat, the three assassins again attacked the king, and finally despatched 
him, having inflicted sixteen deadly wounds on his chest, besides others on 
ditierent })arts of his body. As if every circumstance which could facilitate his 
death had conspired to secure that event, it happened that the king, some 
days before he was murdered, liad directed that an aperture in the place where 
he had concealed himself, and by which he might have escaped, should be built 
up, as the balls with which he played at tennis in the court yard were apt to be 
lost in it. After completing the murder of the king, the assassins sought for the 
queen, whom, dreading her vengeance, they proposed to put also to death ; but 
siie had escaped. A rumour of the tragical scene that was enacting at the 
monastery having spread through the town, great numbers of the citizens and of 
the king’s servants, with arms and torches hastened to the spot, but too late, to 
the assistance of the murdered monarch. The conspirators, however, all escaped 
for the time, excepting one, who was killed by Sir David Dunbar, who had him- 
self three fingers cut off in the contest This brave knight had alone attacked 
the flying conspirators, but ^vas overpowered and left disabled. 

In less than a month, such was the activity of the queen’s vengeance, all 
the principal actors in this appalling tragedy were in custody, and were after- 
wards put to the most horrible deaths. Stuart and Chambers, who were the first 
taken, were drawn, hanged, and quartered, having been previously lacerated all 
over with sharp instruments. Graliam was carried through the streets of Edin- 
burgh in a cart, in a state of perfect nudity, with his right hand nailed to an 
upright post, and surrounded with men, who, with sharp hooks and knives, and 
red hot irons, kept constantly tearing at and burning his miserable body, until 
he was completely covered with wounds. Having undergone this, he was again 
thrown into prison, and on the following day brought out to execution. 
The wretched man had, when released from his tortures, wrapped himself in a 
coarse woollen Scottish plaid, which adhering to his wounds, caused him muck 
pain in the removal. When this operation was performed, and it was done 
with no gentle hand, the miserable suflerer fainted, and fell to the gpround with 
the agony. On recovering, which he did not do for nearly a quarter, of an hour, 
he said to those around him, that the rude manner in which the mantle had 
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been removed, had given him greater pain than any he had yet Buffered. To 
increase the horrors of his situation, his son was disembowelled alive before his 
face. 

James I. perished in the forty-fourth year of his age, after an actual reign of 
thirteen years. His progeny were, a son, his successor, and five daughters. 
These were, Margaret, married to the dauphin ; Isabella, to Francis, duke of 
Bretagne ; Eleanor, to Sigismund, archduke of Austria ; Mary, to the count 
de Boucquan ; and Jean, to the earl of Angus, afterwards earl of Morton. 

JAMES IV., king of Scots, was the eldest son of James III. by Margaret, 
daughter of Christiern, king of Denmark ; and was born in the month of 
March, 1472. Of the manner of his education no record has been preserved ; 
but it was probably good, as his father, whatever might be his faults, appears to 
have been a monarcli of considerable taste and refinement. In the year 148B, 
a large party of nobles rebelled against James 111. on account of various arbi- 
trary proceedings with which they were displeased ; and the king, on going to 
the north to raise an army for their suppression, left his son, the subject of the 
present memoir, in the keeping of Shaw of Satichie, governor of Stirling castle. 
While the king was absent, the confederate nobles prevailed on Shaw to sur- 
render his charge ; and the prince was then set up as their nominal, but, it 
would appear, involuntary leader. The parties met, July 11, at Sauchie, near 
Stirling ; and the king fell a victim to the resentment of his subjects. The 
subject of the present memoir then mounted the throne, in the sixteenth year of 
his age. 

Neither the precise objects of this rebellion, nor the real nature of the 
prince’s concern in its progress and event, are distinctly known. It is certain, 
however, that James IV. always considered himself as liable to the vengeance of 
heaven for his share, voluntary or involuntary, in his father^s death ; and ac- 
cordingly wore a penitential chain round his body, to which he added new 
weight every year ; and even contemplated a still more conspicuous expiation 
of his supposed offence, by undertaking a new crusade. Whatever might be the 
guilt of the prince, the nation had certainly no cause to regret the death of James 
111., except the manner in which it was accomplished, while they had every 
thing to hope from the generous young monarch who was his successor. 

James possessed in an eminent degree every quality necessary to render a sove- 
reign beloved by his subjects ; and perhaps no prince ever enjoyed so large a 
portion of personal regard, of intense affection, as did James IV. of Scotland. His 
manner was gentle and affable to all who came in contact with him, whatever might 
be their rank or degree. He was just and impartial in his decrees, yet never in- 
dicted punishment without strong and visible reluctance. He listened willingly 
and readily to admonition, and never discovered either impatience or resentment 
while his errors were placed before him. He took every thing in good part, 
and endeavoured to amend the faults pointed out by his advisers. He was 
generous, even to a fault ; magnificent and princely in all his habits, pursuits, 
and* amusements. His mind was acute, and dignified, and noble. He excelled 
in all warlike exercises and manly accomplishments ; in music, horsemanship, 
and the use of sword and spear. Nor was his personal appearance at variance 
with this elevated character. His form, which was of the middle size, was ex- 
ceedingly handsome, yet stout and muscular, and his countenance had an ex- 
pression of mildness and dignity that instantly predisposed all who looked upon 
it to a strong attachment to its possessor. 

His bravery, like his generosity, was also’in the extreme : it was romantic. 
Altogether, he was unquestionably the most chivalrous prince of his day in 
Burope. A contemporary poet bears testimony to this part of his character 
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** And ye Christian prlncee, whosoever ye be, 

If ye be destitute of a noble captayne, 

Take James of Scotland for his audacitie 
And proved manhood, if ye will laude attayne ; 

Let him have the forwarde, have ye no disdayne, 

Nor indignation ; for never king was borne 
That of ought of wurr can showe the unicorne. 

For if that he take once his speare in hand, 

Agunst these Turkes strongly with it to ride, 

None shall be able his stroke for to withstande 
Nor before his ftico so hardy to abide ; 

Yet this his manhood increaseth not his pride. 

But ever sheweth be mcktics and humiiitie, 

In word or dede, to hye and lowe degree. ** 

A neglected education left him almost totally ignorant of letters, but not 
without a high relish for their beauties, lie delighted in poetry, and possessed 
a mind attuned to all its iiner sympathies. 

The design of the rebel lords in taking arms against their sovereign, James 
111., being merely to free themselves from his weak and tyrannical government, 
without prejudice to his heirs, his son James IV. was, immediately after the 
death of his father, proclaimed king, and was formally invested with that dig- 
nity at Scone. However violent and unlawful were the proceedings which thus 
prematurely elevated James to the throne, the nation soon felt a benefit from 
the change which these proceedings effected, that could scarcely have been 
looked for from an administration originating in rebellion and regicide. The 
several parliaments which met after the accession of the young king, passed ' a 
number of wise and salutary laws, encouraging trade, putting down turbulence 
and faction, and enjoining the strict execution of justice throughout the 
kingdom. 

The prince and his nobles placed the most implicit confidence in each other, 
and the people in both. This good understanding with the former, the king 
encouraged and promoted, by inviting them to frequent tournaments and other 
amusements, and warlike exercises, in accordance with his own chivalrous spirit, 
and adapted to their rude tastes and habits. These tournaments were exceed- 
ingly splendid, and were invested wjth all the romance of the brightest days of 
chivalry. Ladies, lords, and knights, in the most gorgeous attire crowded 
round the lists, or from draperied balconies, witnessed the combats that took 
place within them. James himself always presided on these occasions, and often 
exhibited his own prowess in the lists ; and there were few who could success- 
fully compete with him with spear, sword, or battle axe. Stranger knights 
from distant countries, attracted by the chivalric fame of the Scottish court, fre- 
quently attended and took part in these tournaments, but, it is said, did not in 
many instances prove themselves better men at their weapons than the Scottish 
knights. One of the rules of these encounters was, that the victor should be put 
in possession of his opponent’s weapon ; but when this was a spear, a purse of 
gold, a gift from the king, was attached to the point of it These trophies were 
delivered to the conqueror by the monarch himself. The people were delighted 
with these magnificent and warlike exhibitions, and with their generous and 
diivalrous author. Nor were the actors themselves, the nobles, less gratified 
with them, or less affected by the high and princely spirit whence they emanated. 
They brought them into frequent and familiar contact with their sovereign, and 
nothing more was necessary in the case of James to attach them warmly and de- 
votedly to his person. His kind and affable manner accomplished the rest 
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By fiuch means he was not only without a single enemy amongst the aristo- 
cracy, but all of them would have shed the last drop of their blood in his 
defence, and a day came when nearly all of them did so. In short, the wisest 
policy could not have done more in uniting the affections of prince and peers, 
than was accomplished by those warlike pastimes, aided as they were by the 
amiable manners of the monarch. 

Not satisfied with discharging his duty to his subjects, from his high place on 
the throne, James frequently descended, and disguising his person — a practice 
to which his successor was also much addicted — roamed through the country un- 
armed and unattended, inquiring into his own reputation amongst the common 
people, and endeavouring to learn what faults himself or his government were 
charged with. On these occasions he lodged in the meanest hovels, and en- 
couraged the iiiiriates to speak their minds freely regarding their king; and 
there is little doubt, that, as his conduct certainly merited it, so he must have 
been frequently gi'alified by their replies. The young monarch, however, was 
charged with stepping aside occasionally in his rambles from this laudable 
though somewhat romantic pursuit, and paying visits to any of his fair acquain- 
tances whose residence happened to be in his way; and it is alleged that he con- 
trived they should very often be so situated. 

Unfortunately for his courtiers, James conceived that he possessed, and not 
improbably actually did possess considerable skill in surgery and medicine, but 
there is reason to believe, that the royal surgeoifs interfcrenr.e in cases of ail- 
ment was oftener dreaded than desired, although Lindsay says, that thair 
was none of that profession (the medieval) If tliey had any dangerous cure in 
hand but would have craved his adwyse.” Compliments, however, to a king’s 
excellence in any art or science arc always suspicious, and this of Lindsay^s is 
not associated with any circunistaiices which should give it a claim to exemption 
from such a feeling. 

One of the greatest faults of the young monarch was a rashness and im- 
petuosity of temper. This frequently led him into ill-timed and ill-judged hos- 
tilities with the neighbouring kingdom, and, conjoined with a better quality, 
his generosity, induced him to 8e(X)nd the pretensions of the impostor Perkin 
Warbeck to the crown of England. That adventurer arrived at Jameses court 
(1496), attended by a numerous train of followers, all attired in magnificent 
habits, and sought the assistance of the Scottish king to enable him to recover 
what he represented as his birth-right. Prepossessed by the elegant man- 
ner and noble bearing of the impostor, and readily believing the story of his 
misfortunes, which was supported by plausible evidence, the generous monarch 
at once received him to his arms, and not only entertained him for some time 
at his court, but, much against the will of his nobles, mustered an army, and, 
with Warbeck in his company, marched at the head of it into England, 
to reinstate his protege in what he believed to be bis right, at the point 
of the sword, — a project much more indicative of a warm and generous heart, 
than of a prudent head. The entciqmse, as might have been expected, was un- 
successful. James had counted on a rising in England in behalf of the pre- 
tender, but being disappointed in this, he was compelled to abandon the attempt 
and to return to Holyrood, The king of England did not retaliate on James 
this invasion of his kingdom ; but he demanded from him the person of the im- 
postor. With this request, however, the Scottish king was much too magnanimous 
to comply ; and ho not only refused to accede to it, but furnished Warbeck with 
vessels and necessaries to carry him to Ireland, whither he now proceeded. 
James is fully relieved from the charge of xi*edulity which might appear to lie 
against him for so readily confiding in Warbeck*8 representations, by the extreme 
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plausIMlity which was attached to them, and by the strongly corroborative cir- 
cumstances hy which they were attended. He is also as entirely relieved from 
the imputation of conniving in the imposture — an accusation which has been 
insinuated against him — by the circuinstanf^ of his having given a near relation 
of his own, Catharine Gordon, a daughter of lord Huntly’s, in marriage to the 
impostor, which it cannot for a momeiit be believed he would have done had he 
known the real character of Warbeck. 

The species of roving life which the young monarch led, was now about 
to be circumscribed, if not wholly terminated, by his entering into the married 
state. This he avoided as long as he possibly could, and contrived to escape 
from it till he had attained the thirtieth year of his age. Henry of England, 
however, who had always been more desirous of James's friendship than his hos- 
tility, and had long entertained views of securing the former by a matrimonial 
connexion with his family, at length succeeded in procuring James’s consent to 
marry his daughter Margaret, an event whicli took place in 1503. 

Whatever reluctance the monarch might have had to resign his liberty, he was 
not wanting in gallantry to his fair partner when she came to claim it. He 
first waited upon her at Newbattle, where ho entertained her with his own per- 
formance on the clarichords and lute, listened to specimens of her own skill in 
the same art on bended knee, and altogether conducted himself like a true and 
faithful knight. He also exhibited a ciire and elegance in his dress on this oc- 
casion, sufliciently indicative of his desire to please. He was arrayed in a black 
velvet jacket, bordered with crimson velvet, and furred with white ; and when 
he afterwards conducted his bride from Dalkeith to lildinburgh, which he did, 
strange to tell, seated on horseback behind him, he appeared in a jacket of 
cloth of gold, bordered with purple velvet, furred w ith black, a doublet of violet 
satin, scarlet hose, the collar of iiis shirt studded willi precious stones and pearls, 
with long gilt spurs projecting from tlu heels of his boots. 

Hy the terms of the marriage contract, the young queen, who was only in 
her fourteenth year when she was wedded to James, was to be conducted to 
Scotland at tlie expense of her father, and t(» be delivered toiler hiis'jahd or to 
persons appointed by him, at Laniberton kirk. The latter was to receive with 
her a dowry of thirty thousand pieces of gold ; ten thousand to be paid at 
Edinburgh eight days after the marriage, other ten thousand at Coldingham a 
year afterwards, and the last ten tliousand at the expiry of the year following, 
'i'he marriage was celebrated with the utmost splendour and pomp. Feastings, 
tourneyiiigs, and exhibitions of shows and plays, succeeded each other in one 
continued and uninterrupted round for tiiuny days, James himself appearing in 
the lists at the tournaments in the character of the Savage Knight.” Hut 
there is no part of the details of the various entertainments got up on this oc- 
casion that intimates so forcibly the barbarity of the times, as ih.e information 
that real encounters between a party of Highlanders and Horderers, in which the 
(M)mbatants killed and mangled each other with their weapons, were exhibited 
for the amusement of the spectators. 

A more grateful and more lasting memorial of the happy event of James's 
marriage than any of these, is to be found in Dunbar's beautiful allegorical 
poem, the “ Thistle and the Hose,’’ composed on that occasion, and thus aptly 
and embleniatically entitled from the union being one between a Scottish king 
and English princess. In this poem, Dunbar, who then resided at the court, 
hints at the monarch’s character of being a somewhat too general admirer of the 
fair sex, by recommending him to reserve all his affections for his ^ueeii. 

“ Nor hauld no other flower in sic deiUy 
As the fresche rose, of cullor reid and white ; 
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For gif thou dois, hurt is tliine lionesty, 

Considde'ring that no iiower is so perfyf.” 

It is said to have been at the rude but magnificent court of this monarch, tiint 
the character of a Scottish courtier first appeared ; this class, so numerous at 
all the other courts of Europe, having been hitherto unknown in Scotland. These 
raw courtiers, however, made rapid progress in all the acquirements necessary to 
their profession, and began to cultivate all their winning ways, and to pay all 
that attention to their exterior appearance, on which so much of the hopes of the 
courtier rests. A finely and largely rutiled shirt, the especial boast and delight 
of the ancient Scottish courtier, a fiat little bonnet, russet hose, perfumed 
gloves, embroidered slippers that glittered in the sun nr with candle light, a 
]iandkerc*.hief also periuined and adorned with a golden tassel at each corner, 
with garters knotted into a huge rose at the knee — were amongst the most re- 
markable parts of the dress of the hangers-oii at the court of .lames IV, In one 
important particular, however, these gentlemen seemed to have wonderfully re- 
sembled the courtier of the present day. Na Kindness at Court without Sil- 
ler,” is the title of a poem by Sir llichard Maitland of Letliington, who had 
every opportunity of linowing personally what was the character of that of 
his native sovereign. 

*()ne of tile stipulations of the marriage treaty between the king and the 
daughter of Henry the VII., having secured an inviolable peace between tbe two 
iiionarchs and their subjects, the nation enjoyed for several years after that event 
the most profound tranquillity. This leisure .lames employed in improving the 
civil polity of his kingdom; in mtiking efi’orts to introduce civilization, and an 
obedience to the laws, into the Highlands and Isles, by establishing courts of jus- 
ti(ie at Inverness, Dingwall, and warioiis other places throughout those letnote 
districts ; in enlarging and improving his navy, and, in short, in doing every 
thing that a wise prince could do to promote the prosperity of his kingdom. In 
all these judicious proceedings, James was cordially supported by his parliament, 
a deportment of the legislature in which he was perhaps more fortunate than 
any of his predecessors had ever been, and certainly more than were any of lits 
immediate successors. The acts of the parliament of James arc distinguislied 
by the most consummate wisdom, and by a constant aiming at the improvement 
and prosperity of the kingdom, whether by suppressing violence, establishing 
rules for the dispensation of justice, or in encouraging commerce ; and they 
are no less remarkable f<»r a spirit of cordiality towards the sovereign, amount- 
ing to a direct and personal affection, which breathes throughout the whole. 
How much of this good feeling, and of this happy co-operation in good works, 
depended upon the king, and how much upon the parliaments themselves, it 
would not be easy to determine, but it is certain, that much of the merit which 
attaches to it must be aivarded to the sovereign. 

This peaceful and prosperous state of the kingdom, however, after enduring 
for upwards of nine years, at length drew to a close, and finally terminated in 
one of the most disastrous events recorded in the pages of her history. Henry 
Vll. died, and was succeeded by Henry VIII. Besides the change which 
this occurrence effected in the relationship between the sovereigns of England 
and Scotland, the feelings and policy of the new monarch towards the latter 
kingdom were totally dissimilar to those of bis predecessor. He seems, indeed, 
to have brought with him to the throne a feeling of hostility towards Scotland ; 
and this feeling, the sensitive, warm tempered, and impetuous monarch, against 
whom it was entertained, was not long in discovering. The consequence was, 
that, after some slight mutual offences, which, under any other circumstances, 
might liave been easily atoned for, war was proclaimed between the two king- 
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doms, and both made the most formidable preparations for deciding their differ- 
ences on the field of battle. James summoned the whole array of liis kingdom, 
including all the western isles and the most remote parts of the Highlands, to 
assemble on the Burrow muir within twenty days, each, as was usual on such oc- 
casions, to come provided with forty days' provisions. Though the impending 
war was deprecat^ by James’s council, and was by all considered imprudent, 
yet such was his popularity, such the general affection for the high-spirited and 
generous monarch, that no less than one hundred thousand men appeared in 
arms at the place of muster ; disapproving, indeed, of the object for which they 
were brought together, but determined to shed the last drop ofi their blood in 
their sovereign's quarrel — because it was his, and because he had determined on 
bringing it to the issue of the sword. Deeply imbued with the superstition of 
the period, James spent much of his time, immediately before setting out with his 
army, in the performance of religious rites and observances. On one of these 
occasions, and within a few days of his marching on his expedition, a circum* 
stance occurred which the credulity of the times has represented as supernatural, 
but in which it is not difficult to detect a design to work on the superstitious 
fears of the king, to deter him from proc.eeding on his intended enterprise. 
While at his devotions in the church of Linlithgow, a figure, clothed in a blue 
gown secured by a linen girdle and wearing sandals, suddenly appeared in the 
church, and calling loudly for the king, passed through the crowd of nobles, by 
whom he was surrounded, and finally approached the desk at which his majesty 
was seated at his devotions. Without making any sign of reverence or respect 
tor the royal presence, the mysterious visitor now stood full before the king, 
and delivered a commission as if from the other world. He told him that his 
expedition would terminate disastrously, advised him not to proceed with it, and 
cautioned him against the indulgence of illicit amours. The king was about to 
reply, but the spectre had disappeared, and no one could tell how. The figure 
is represented as having been that of an elderly grave-looking man, with a bald 
uncovered head, and straggling grey locks resting on his shoulders. There is 
little doubt that it was a stratagem of the queen's, and that the lords who sur- 
rounded the king's person were in the plot. Some other attempts of a similar 
kind were made to alarm the monarch, and to deter him from his purpose, hut 
in vain. Neither superstition nor the ties of natural affection could dissuade 
him from taking the field. Hesisting all persuasion, and even the tears and en- 
treaties of his queen, who, amongst the other arguments whibh her grief for the 
probable fate of her husband suggested, urged that of the helpless state of theii 
infant son ; the gallant but infatuated monarch took his place at the head of his 
army, put the vast array in marching order, and proceeded on that expedition 
from which he was never to return. The Scottish army having passed the 
Tweed began hostilities by taking some petty forts and <^tle 8 , and amongst the 
latter that of Ford ; here the monarch found a Mrs Heron, a lady of remarkable 
beauty, and whose husband was at that time a prisoner in Scotland. Captivated 
by this lady's attractions — while his natural son, the archbishop of St Andrews, 
who accompanied him, acknowledged those of her daughter— James spent in her 
society that time which he should have employed in active service with his army. 
The consequence of this inconceivable folly was, that his soldiers, left unem- 
ployed, and disheartened by a tedious delay, gradually withdrew from his camp 
and returned to their homes, until his army was at length reduced to little 0101*6 
than thirty thousand men. A sense of honour, however, still detained in his ranks 
all the noblemen and gentlemen who liad first joined them, and thus a dispro- 
portionate number of the aristocracy remained to fall in the fatal field which 
was soon afterwards fought. In the mean time the earl of Surrey, lieulenaiit- 
111. 2 D 
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general of the northern counties of England, advanced towards the position oo 
copied by James’s forces, with an army of thirty- one thousand men. 

On the 7th of September, 1513, the latter encamped at Woolerhaugh, within 
five miles of Flodden hill, the ground on which the Scottish army was encamped. 
On the day following they advanced to Banmore wood, distant about two miles 
from the Scottish position, and on the 9th presented themselves in battle array 
at the foot of Flodden hill. The Scottish nobles endeavoured to prevail upon 
the king not to expose his person in the impending encounter, but he rejected 
the proposal with disdain, saying, that to outlive so many of his brave country- 
men would be more terrible to him than death itself. Finding they could not 
dissuade him from his purpose of sharing in the dangers of the approaching 
fight, they had recourse to an expedient to lessen the chances of a fatal result. 
Selecting several persons who bore a resemblance to him in figure and stature, 
they clothed them in a dress exactly similar to that worn by the monarch, and 
dispersed them throughout the ranks of the army. The English army, when it 
presented itself to the Scots, was drawn up in three large divisions ; Surrey 
commanding that in the centre, Sir Edward Stanley and Sir Edmund Howard 
those on tlie right and left, while a large body of cavalry, commanded by Dacre, 
was posted in the rear. The array of the Scots was made to correspond to this 
disposition, the king himself leading on in person the division opposed to that 
commanded by Surrey, while the earls of Lennox, Argyle, Crawford, Montrose, 
Huntly, and Home, jointly commanded those on his right and left. A body 
of cavalry, corresponding to that of Dacre’s, under Bothwell, was posted imme- 
diately behind the king’s division. Having completed their dispositions, the 
Scots, with their long spears levelled for the coming strife, descx^nded from the 
hill, and were soon closed with the enemy. The divisions commanded by 
Huntly «ind Home, on the side of the Scots, and by Howard on the side of the 
English, first met, but in a few minutes more all the opposing divisions came in 
contact with each other, and the battle became general. 

The gallant but imprudent monarcli himself, with his sword in his hand, and 
surrounded by a band of his no less gallant nobles, was seen fighting desperately 
in the front of his men, and in the very midst of a host of English bill-men. 
After various turns of fortune, the day finally terminated in favour of the 
English, though not so decisively as to assure tliem of their success, for it was 
not till the follovting day, that Surrey, by finding the field abandoned by the 
Scots, ascertained that he had gained the battle. In this sanguinary conflict, 
which lasted for three hours, having commenced at four o’clock in the afternoon 
and continued till seven, there perished twelve earls, thirteen lords, five eldest 
sons of peers, about fifty gentlemen of rank and family, several dignitaries of 
the church, and about ten thousand common men. Amongst the churchmen 
who fell, were the king’s natural son, the archbishop of St Andrews, Hepburn, 
bishop of the Isles, and the abbots of Kilwinning and Inchafiray. James him- 
self fell amidst a heap of his slaughtered nobles, mortally wounded in the head 
by an English bill, and pierced in the body with an arrow. It was long be- 
lieved by the common people that the unfortunate monarch had escaped from 
the field, and that he had gone on a pilgrimage to Palestine, where tradition 
represented him to have ended his days in prayer and penitence for his sins, 
and especially for that of his having borne arms against his father. This beliei 
was strengthened by a rumour that he had been seen between Kelso and Bunse 
after the battle was fought That he actually fell at Flodden, however, has 
been long sincb put beyond all doubt, and the fate of his body is singular. It 
appears to have been carried to London, and to have been embalmed there, but 
by whom or by whose orders is unknown. In the reign of Elizabeth, some 
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«ixty or seventy years afterwards, the shell in which the body was deposited, 
and still containingr it, was found in a garret amongst a quantity of lumber by a 
slater while repairing the roof of a house. The body was still perfectly en- 
tire, and emitted a pleasant fragrance from the strong aromas which had been 
employed in its preservation. Looking on it as a great curiosity, though un- 
aware whose remains it was, the slater chopped oft* the head, carried it home 
with him, and kept it for several years. Such was the fate of the mortal part 
of the noble-minded, the high-souled monarch, James IV. of Scotland. He was 
in the forty-first year of his age, and the twenty-sixth of his reign, when he fell 
on Flodden field. 

At this distance of time, every thing relating to that celebrated, but calamitous 
contest — the most calamitous recorded in the pages of Scottish history — possesses 
a deep and peculiar interest ; but of all the memorials which have reached us of 
that fatal event, there is not one perhaps so striking and impressive as the pro- 
clamation of the authorities of Edinburgh. The provost and magistrates were 
in the ranks of the king's army, and had left the management of the town's af- 
fairs in the hands of deputies. On the day after the battle was fought, a 
rumour had reached the city that the Scottish army had met with a disaster, 
and the following proclamation — the one alluded to — was in consequence is- 
sued. The hopes, fears, and doubts which it expresses, now that all such feel- 
ings regarding the event to which it refers have long since passed away, cannot 
be contemplated without a feeling of deep and melancholy interest. The 10th 
day of September the year above written, (1513) we do zow to witt. Foras- 
meikle as thair is aiie grait rumour now laitlie rysin within this toiin, touching 
oure soverane lord and his army, of the quhilk we understand thair is cum in na 
veritie as yet. Quhairfore we charge straitely, and commandis in oure said 
soverane lord the kingis name, and the presidentis for the provost and bail- 
lies within this burgh, that all manner of personis, nychtbours within the samyn, 
have riddye thair fensabill geir and wappenis for weir, and compeir thairwith 
to the said presidents at jowing of the commoun bell, for the keipiiig and defense 
of the toun aganis thaine that wald invaid the samin. And als chairgis 
that all wemen, and especiallie vagaboundis, that thai pass to thair labouris 
and be nocht sene upoun the gait ciamorand and cryand, under the pane of 
banisiiig of thair personis, but favouris, and Uiat the uther women of gude re- 
pute pass to the kirk and pray quhane tyme requiris for our soverane lord, and 
his army and nychtbours being thairat, and hald thame at thair previe labouris 
of the gait within thair housis as efteris.” 

James left behind him only one legitimate child, James V. His natural issue 
were, Alexander, born eight months after his father's death, and who died in 
the second year of his age ; Alexander, archbishop of St Andrews ; Catharine, 
wedded to the earl of Morton ; James, earl of Murray ; Margaret, wedded to the 
heir of Huntly ; and Jean, married to Malcolm, lord Fleming. 

JAMES V. of Scotland, son of James IV., and of Margaret, eldest daughter 
of Henry VII., king of England, was born at Linlithgow in the month of April, 
1512. This prince, on the death of his father, was not more than a year and a 
Imlf old* The nation had, therefore, to look forward to a long minority, and 
to dread all the evils which in these turbulent times were certain to attend a pro- 
tracted regency. 

Scarcely any event could have been more disastrous to Scotland, than the 
premature death of James IV. The loss of the battle of Flodden, the immense 
number of Scottish noblemen and gentlemen who fell in that fatal held, were 
calamities of no ordinary magnitude ; but the death of James himself was more 
fatal to the peace and prosperity of the kingdom than all. Hy the latter event. 
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Scotland was thrown open to foreign Influence and intrigue, and left to the 
flsrocious feuds of its own turbulent and warlike chieftains, who did not fail to 
avail themselves of the opportunity which the death of the monarch aflbrded 
them, of bringing their various private quarrels to the decision of the sword. 
It might have been expected, that the overwhelming disaster of Flodden fleld, 
which brought grief and mourning into almost every house of note in the land 
by the loss of some member of its family, would have extinguished, for a time at 
least, all personal animosities between them, and that a common sympathy would 
have prevented the few that were left from drawing their swords upon each other ; 
but it had no such eflect. Sanguinary contests and atrocious murders daily 
occurred throughout the whole country. They invaded each other’s territories 
with Are and sword, burned with indiscriminating vengeance the cottage as well 
as the castle ; despoiled the lands of corn and cattle ; and retired only when 
driven back by a superior force, or when there was nothing more left to destroy 
or carry away. For us, who live in so totally diflerent and so much happier times, 
it is not easy to conceive the dreadful and extraordinary state of matters which 
prevailed in Scotland during such periods as that of the minority of James V., when 
there was no ruler in the land to curb the turbulence and ambition of its nobles. 
In their migrations from one place to another, these proud chieftains were con- 
stantly attended by large bodies of armed followers, whom they kept in regular 
pay, besides supplying them with arms and armour. Thus troops of armed men, 
their retainers being generally on horseback, were constantly traversing the coun- 
try in all directions, headed by some stern chieftain clad in complete armour, 
and bent on some lawless expedition of revenge or aggression ; but he came thus 
prepared as well to the feast as to the fray, for he did not know how soon the 
former might be converted into the latter, 'i'here existed always a mutual dis- 
trust of each other, which kept them in a constant dread of treachery, and no 
outward signs of friendship could throw them for a moment ofl' their guard. 
Thus they were compelled to have frequent recourse to stratagem to destroy an 
enemy ; and numerous instances of the basest and most cowardly assassinations, 
accomplished by such means, occur in the pages of Scottish history. The num- 
ber of armed retainers by which the chieftain was attended, was proportioned to 
his means. The Douglases are said to have seldom gone abroad with fewer than 
fifteen hundred men at arms behind them ; and Robertson of Strowan, a chief 
of no great note, in the year 1 504, was attended by a band of no less than 
eight hundred followers when he went to ravage the lands of Athol. The earl 
of Angus on one occasion entered Edinburgh with five hundred men in his 
train, all ** well accompanied and arrayed with jack and spear,” for which they 
found yuflicient employment before they left the city. Angus had come to 
Edinburgh with this formidable force to prevent the success of an attempt which 
the earl of Arran, tlien also in the town, was at that instant making to deprive 
the queen dowager of the regency. So soon as Arran got notice that Angus 
was in the city, he ordered the gales to be shut to secure him, but unaware, that 
he had also shut up with him five hundred well-armed followers. In the 
morning some of Angus’s friends waited upon him, and informed him of the 
measures which Arran had taken for his apprehension, they also told him that 
if he did not instantly appear on the open street where he might defend himself, 
he would be taken prisoner. 

Angus lost no time in buckling on his armour, and summoning his followers 
around hiiiL He then formed in battle array, immediately above the Nether- 
bow, and after a fruitless attempt on the part of Gavin Douglas, archbishop of 
St Andrews, to prevent bloodshed, the retainers of the two hostile noblemen 
encountered each other ; and after a sanguinary conflict of long continuance. 
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on the public street, in which great numbers were killed and wounded on both 
sides, Arran^s party gave way, and he himself with difficulty escaped through 
the North Loch. This encounter was afterwards distinguished by the name of 
Cleanse the Causey, from its heaving been fought upon the street or causey. 
Such was the condition of Scotland during nearly the whole period of the minor- 
ity of James ; and by merely substituting one noble name for another, and shift- 
ing from time to time the scene of their endless squabbles and skirmishes, adding 
an interminable and scarcely intelligible story of intrigues, duplicity, and decep- 
tion, we have the history of the kingdom for the fifteen years immediately suc- 
ceeding the battle of Flodden field. During this period, we occasionally find the 
queen and her second husband, the earl of Angus, and sometimes the duke f)f 
Albany, cousin of the late king, in possession of the nominal regency. At length 
the young monarch comes upon the stage ; and it is no^ until that event occurs, 
that the interest of the story is resumed. It then becomes a connected and 
intelligible tale, and is at once relieved of the cumbrous and fatiguing narration 
of occurrences, digressive, episodical, and parentlietical, with which it was pre- 
viously disfigured and obscured. 

In the mean time, the young monarch, unconscious of the storm that was 
raging without, was pursuing his studies in the castle of Edinburgh, where he 
had been placed fur safety, under the tuition of Gavin Dunbar. The apartments 
appropriated to the youthful sovereign in this ancient fortress, seem to have been 
in but a very indiffierent condition ; his master, Dunbar, though afterwards 
refunded, having been obliged to repair, at his own cost, in the first instance, 
the chamber in which the king received his lessons, one particular room having 
been set apart for that purpose. Indeed, during the whole of Albany’s regency, 
the wants of the young monarch seem to have been very little attended to : even 
his personal comfort was so much neglected, that it was with great difficulty he 
could procure a new doublet or a new pair of hose ; and he at one time must have 
gone without even them, but for the kindness of his natural sister, the countess 
of Morton, who, from time to time, supplied him with articles of wearing apparel. 
The treasurer, too, frequently refused to pay the tailor for the making of his 
clothes, when the material instead of the dress happened to be sent him. 
Though placed in the castle for security, this consideration does not seem to 
have precluded the indulgence of going abroad occasionally. A mule was 
kept for him, on which he rode out during the intervals of his study, and when 
the town and surrounding country were reckoned sufficiently quiet and peaceful 
as to admit of his d<}ing so with safety. The appearance, character, and temper 
of the young monarch during his nonage, are spoken of in warm terms by his 
contemporaries. In personal appearance he is said to have borne a strong 
resemblance to his uncle Henry Ylll. of England ; who, tyrant though he was, 
had certainly a very noble and kingly presence. James’s countenance was oval, 
of a mild and sweet expression ; his eyes blue, and beaming at once with gen- 
tleness and intelligence without effeminacy ; a head of yellow hair completes 
the picture. He was of an exceedingly affectionate disposition, and of a gener- 
ous though somewhat hasty temper. ‘‘ There is not in the world,” says the 
queen his mother, in a letter to SuiTey, “ a wiser child, or a better-hearted, or 
a more able.” This is the language of a p<arent indeed ; but, when corroborated 
as it is by other evidence, there is no occasion to suspect it of partiality. James 
was about this time in the eleventh or twelfth year of his age. With hii other 
good qualities he discovered a shrewdness and sagacity superior to his years, 
Surrey, speaking of him to Wolsey, says, “ he speaks mre, for so young a 
thing.” 'J'he young monarch was much addicted to all manly sports and exer- 
cises, and in all excelled.* He rode gracefully, was passionately fond of the 
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chase, and took mucli delight in hawks, hounds, and all the other appurtenances 
belonging to that amusement. He also sang and danced well, and eren in his 
boyish years felt much of that ** stern joy” which noble minds feel in possessing 
and handling implements of war. He was delighted with arras and armour ; and 
could draw a sword a yard long before the hilt, when buckled to his side, as 
well as a full grown man. His own weapon was of this length when he was 
only twelve years of age. .Tames was altogether at this period of his life a noble 
and princely boy. His amusements were all of a manly character. His mind 
was generous and elevated, his mein and carriage gallant and dignified. In 
short, imagination cannot conceive a more striking image of a youthful monarch 
in a rude and warlike age, than is presented to us in the person and character 
of James the V. of Scotland. There is some reason, however, to believe, that 
the royal colt was a little wild, and that he was fully as fond of tilting with the 
spear, or making the forest of Kttrick ring with his bugle notes, as of studying 
his humanities, for his Latinity was found to be sadly defective. 

He seems to have kept Stirling castle, the place where he last resided before 
assuming the reins of government, in something like an uproar while he lived 
in it, with his sports and amusements. He was generally joined in these by his 
domestics ; and as they were pretty numerous, we may readily conceive what a 
noise and turmoil they would create, led on in their wild and obstreperous frolics 
by their bold and lively young leader. Pelting each other with eggs is known to 
have been a favourite pastime, and it is one certainly, which must have given 
rise to many of the most ludicrous scenes. Although the estates of the kingdom 
had fixed the eighteenth year of his age as that which should terminate the 
minority of James, and put him in full and uncontrolled possession of the 
sovereignty of the kingdom, he was called upon to take his seat on the throne 
at a much earlier period of life. 

The lords themselves, whose feuds and quarrels had filled the country with 
slaughter and rapine, saw no other way of terminating the frightful scene but by 
calling on the king, young as he was, to assume the royal dignity. 'J'he 
ambition of his mother, who hoped to possess herself of the real power and 
authority, also contributed to facilitate the event ; and, accordingly, the boy 
king, for he was only twelve years of age, was brought, escorted by a numerous 
train of nobles, from Stirling castle to Holyrood house. On first learning the 
resolution which the lords had come to of investing him with the royal cJiarac- 
ter, he expressed much delight, and seemed filled with the most joyful antici- 
pations. “ He was weill content,” says Lindsay, ‘‘ to leive correctioun at the 
scooles, and pas to his lordis at libertie.” 

Amongst the first things which the young monarch did on arriving at Holy- 
rood, was to change all the officers of the royal household, from the treasurer 
down to the carvers. Three noblemen, the earl of Lennox, the lords Hamilton 
and Angus, and archbishop Beatoun, were appointed as his guardians and ad- 
visers. For a year after his arrival in Edinburgh and assumption of the royal 
dignity, the king and his guardians lived happily, and Lindsay says, merrily 
together ; but at the end of that period, a benefice vaiket,” a temptation came in 
the way, and destroyed the harmony of the association ; each claimed it from the 
king, and each thought he had a better right to it than his fellow. Angus 
said, that he was always scarce of hay and horse corn when he came to Edin- 
burgh, and that therefbre it should be given to him. The vacant benefice was 
attached to Holyrood house. Whether it was the force of this appeal, or the 
superior influence of Angus over the royal mind that decided the point, is left 
unexplained; but that nobleman carried off the prize, to the great disappoint- 
ment and displeasure of the other three, who shortl]f after retired in disgust 
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from the court. Lennox, who had got nothing at all, returned, in despair of 
gaining any thing by the royal farour, to his own country; and Hamilton, 
though he had procured the abbacy of Paisley for his son, thinking that he had 
not got enough, followed his example. Beatoiin, who lived then in a house of 
his own in the Friars Wyiid, refrained afterwards from going near the court, 
but when expressly sent for. 

Although James was now placed upon the throne, and surrounded with all 
the insignia of royalty, he neither of himself assumed nor was permitted to as- 
sume the functions of the royal state. He was much too young to be capable 
of holding the reins of government, and there were those around him who were 
not desirous that he should. Nor does it appear that the young monarch cared 
much about the matter, so long as he was permitted to enjoy himself ; and there 
is no reason to believe that the defection of his grave guardians sank very deep 
into his mind. As the king advanced in years, however, this indifference to the 
power and authority of his elevated station giTidually gave way to the natural 
ambition of enjoying them ; and he at length determined to rid himself of the 
thraldom under which he was kept by the earl of Angus, who had for several 
years exercised the royal authority in his name. The house of Douglas, how- 
ever, was too powerful, <and their indiience too extensive, to admit of his eject- 
ing his emancipation by any open effort, he therefore determined to have recourse 
to secret measures in the first instance. 

The young king was now in the seventeenth year of his age, and when he 
carried his design into execution, was residing at Falkland, a favourite hunting 
place of the kings of Scotland. Here he was attended as usual by the earl of 
Angus and several of his kindred, all of whom were united in the design of 
keeping the king as it w'ere to themselves. A Douglas was captain of his 
guard ; a Douglas was treasurer ; and a Douglas was guardian and adviser, 
(rrcat numbers of that name, besides, filled subordinate situations in the royal 
household, and the king’s guard, consisting of a hundred gentlemen, were all in 
the interest of the earl of Angus and his family. I'hus encompassed, the young 
monarch had no other resource than to endeavour to elude their vigilance. He 
was under no personal restrciint, nor was he debarred from any enjoyment or 
amusement with which he chose to occupy himself. On the contrary, they all 
led an exceedingly merry and joyous life together ; were almost daily out 
hunting and hawking and feasting with the neighbouring noblemen and gentle- 
men, and amongst the rest with the archbishop of St Andrews, who entertained the 
king and his attendants with great ** mirrines” for several days together ; but 
it was necessary that a Douglas should always be present on these occasions. 
Hunting, hawking, or feasting, still a Douglas must be there. An opportunity 
such as the young monarch had long and anxiously looked for of escaping from 
tliis annoying surveilatice at length presented itself, and he availed himself of it 
The earl of Angus left Falkland for a few days, to transact some private business 
of his own in the Lothians, leaving the king in charge of his uncle, Archibald 
Douglas, and his brother George. These two, however, availing themselves 
probably of the earl’s absence, also left the palace on different errands ; the 
former, it is hinted, to visit a mistress in Dundee, and the latter to arrange 
some business with the archbishop of St Andrews. There was still, however, a 
fourth left, whom it was necessary the king should dispose of before he could 
effect his escape ; this was James Douglas of Farkhead, the captain of the guard, 
to whom the absentees in the last resort had confided the safe keeping of the 
young monarch. In order to get rid of him, the king gave out that he intended 
to go a^hunting early on the following morning, and having sent for James 
Douglas to his bed-room, he called for liquor, and drinking to his guest, re- 
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marked that he should see good hunting on the morrow. Douglas, little dream* 
ing of the equivoque, saw the king safely to bed, and retired to his own by 
the advice of his master, much earlier than usual, that he might be up by times 
in the morning, the king having ordered dejeune to be served at four oMock. 
It is not improbable that his majesty, moreover, had made him take an extra cup 
before they parted. As soon as all was quiet in tlie palace, the king got up, 
disguised himself by putting on the di*ess of one of his own grooms, and de- 
scended to the stables, where Jockie Hart,’’ a yeoman of the stable, with 
another trusty servant, also in the secret, were ready prepared with saddled 
horses for the intended flight. 

They all three instantly mounted, and escaping all notice from the wardens, 
took the road for Stirling at full gallop. On reaching the castle, which he did 
by break of day, the king ordered the gates to be shut, and that no one should 
be permitted to enter without his special order. This done, he retired to bed, 
much fatigued with his long and rapid ride. His escape from Falkland was not 
discovered until the following morning. George Douglas had returned to the 
palace at eleven o'clock at night, about an hour after the king’s depaiture, but 
having learned from the porters that his majesty was asleep in his own apart- 
ment, he, without further inquiry, retired to bed ; and it was not until he was 
roused at an early hour of* the morning, by Patrick Carmichael, baillie of 
Abernethy, who had recognized the king in his flight, and who came with all 
manner of despatch to inform him of it, that he knew any thing at all about the 
matter. He would not at first believe it, but rushed in great alarm to the king’s 
chamber, which he found locked, and it was only when he .had burst up the 
door and found the apartment unoccupied, that he felt assured of the dreadful 
truth. The king must have already acquired some little reputation for that gal- 
lantry amongst the ladies which afterwards so much distinguished him, for on 
this occasion he was at first suspected to have gone off on a nocturnal visit to a 
lady at Bambrigh, some miles distant from Falkland. 

Immediately after his arrival in Stirling, the king summoned a great number 
of his lords to join him there, to assist him with their advice and counsel. 
The summons was readily obeyed, bbth from personal attachment to the king, 
and a jealousy and dislike of his late guardian the earl of Angus. In a few 
days, James was surrounded with nearly a score of the noblest names in the 
land, all ready to perish in his defence, and to assert and maintain his rights at 
the point of the sword. 

He seems to have resented highly the restraint in which he had been kept 
by Angus and his kindred, for it was now, he said, addressing the assembled 
lords, ** 1 avow that Scotland shall not hold us both till 1 be revenged on him 
and his.” The earl of Angus and all his immediate friends were now put to 
the horn, and the former deprived of all his public offices. It is therefore at 
this period that the actual reign of James commences, and not before. He was 
now freed from the influence of the Douglases, surrounded by his nobles, who 
paid him a ready and willing homage, and was in every respect an independent 
and absolute sovereign, capable and at liberty to judge and to act for himself. 

James’s appearance and character were as interesting as his situation at this 
period of his life. He was now, as stated before, in the seventeenth year of his 
age, of a robust constitution, which enabled him to encounter any bodily 
fatigue. His speech and demeanour were mild and conciliating. His stature 
was of middling height, but handsomely formed, and the fient a pride, nae 
pride had he.'^ He spoke at all times affably to the meanest of his subjects, 
and would partake of the humblest repast of the humblest peasant in his 
dominions, with a glee and satisfaction which evinced the most amiable kindness 
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of digposition. These qualities rendered him exceedingly beloved by the com- 
mon people, of ^vhom he was always besides so steady and elective a friend, as 
procured for him the enviable title of King of the Poor. 

Amongst the first cares of James, after his becoming possessed of the actual 
sovereignty of the kingdom, was to subdue the border thieves and marauders, 
who were carrying matters with a high hand, and had so extended their busi- 
ness during the lawless period of his minority, and so systematiKed their pro- 
ceedings, that Armstrong of Kilnockie — the celebrated Johnnie Armstrong of 
the well-known old ballad — one of the most noted leaders of these predatory 
bands, never traveled abroad, even on peaceful purposes, without a train of six 
and twenty gentlemen well mounted, well armed, and always haiidsuniely dressed 
in the gayest and most chivalrous garb of the times. As James, however, knew 
that he would have little chance of laying hold of these desperadoes if he sought 
them with openly hostile intentions, their predatory habits and intimate know- 
ledge of the localities of the country rendering it easy fur them to evade any 
such attempt, he had recourse to stratagem. He gave out that he intended to 
have a great hunting match on the borders, and really did combine both sport 
and business in the expedition which followed. As was usual with the Scottish 
kings on hunting occasions, he summoned ail the noblemen and gentlemen in 
the country, who could find it convenient, to attend him with their dogs on a 
certain day at Edinburgh, and, what was not so customary, to bring each a month’s 
vicliials along with him. Such a provision ivas filways required when an army 
of ooiiimon men were called together, but not in the case of convocations of men 
above that rank. The expedition in this case, however, was to be both warlike 
and sportive ; and the former might prevent the latter from affording them a 
sudiciency of game for their subsistence, 'ihe summons of the king lor the bor- 
der Jiunting was so willingly obeyed, that a host amounting to twelve thousand 
assembled in Edinburgh against the appointed time ; and amongst these, 
some chieftains from very distant parts of the country, such as Iluntly, 
Ar^ylc, and Athol, all of whom brought their large, derco Highland deer dugs 
along with them to assist in titc chase. It was in the month of June, 152d, 
that this prodigious host of sportsmen, headed by the king in person, set out to- 
wards the borders. The greater part of them were well armed, and were thus 
prepared for any thing that might occur. On all such occasions pavilions, tents, 
bedding, &<:. for the accommodation of the sportsmen, wore despatched some 
days previous to the ground selected for the first day’s amusement, and were 
afterwards moved from place to place as the scene of action was shifted. The 
king’s pavilion was very splendid, and might readily be distinguished from all 
others by its superior richness and elegance. His dogs, too, were elevated 
above all the dogs of meaner men, ns well by their extrinsic ornaments as by 
their intrinsic merits. Their collars were gilt, or were of purple velvet adorned 
^vith golden studs, while the royal hawks were provided with collars and 
bells of the same metal. The c.avalcade having reached Meggotland, on the 
southern border of Peeblesbire, a favourite hunting place of James’s, and which 
was always reserved exclusively for the king’s hunting — the sport began, and in 
a few days no less than three hundred and sixty deer were slain. Soon after 
this, Armstrong of Kilnockie, little dreaming of the fate that awaited him, made 
his appearance among the sportsmen, at a place called Cacrlanrig, it is said by 
invitation, but whether it was so or not he seems to have cah^ulated on at least a 
civil, if not a cordial reception from the king, being in total ignorance of the 
real object of the king’s visit to the borders. Armstrong was not altogether 
unreasonable in such an expectation, for his robberies had always been confined 
to England, and he was rather looked upon as a protector than otherwise by his 
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own countrymen, none of whose property he was ever known to have meddled 
with. He always quartered upon the enemy,’’ and^hought that by doing so 
he did good service to the state ; but not being constfhed in the various* treaties 
of peace which occasionally took place between the sovereigns of the two king- 
doms, he did not always feel himself called upon to*recognize them, and accord- 
ingly continued to levy his blade-mail from the borders, all the way, it is 'said, 
unto Newcastle. Though the king had made peace with England, Johnnie 
Armstrong had not; and he therefore continued to carry on the war in defiance 
of all those treaties and truces to which he was not a party. On this occasion 
the daring borderer, expecting a gracious reception from the king, and desirous 
of appearing before his sovereign in a manner becoming what he conceived to 
be his own rank, presented himself and his retainers, all magnificently ap- 
pareled, before his majesty. The king, who did not know him personally, at 
first mistook him for some powerful nobleman, and returned his salute ; but on 
learning his name, he instantly ordered him and all his followers to be taken 
into custody and hanged upon the spot What wants that knave that a king 
should have,” exclaimed Janies, indignantly struck with the splendour of Arm- 
strong’s and his followers’ equipments, and, at the same time, turning round 
from them on his heel as he spoke. Tlie freebooter at first pled hard for liis 
life, and endeavoured to bribe the king to spare him. He oflered his own ser- 
vices and that of forty men at any time, when the king should require it, free of 
all expense to his majesty. He further offered to bring to him any subject of 
England — duke, earl, lord, or baron, against any given day, either dead or 
alive, whom his majesty might desire either to destroy or to have as a captive. 
Finding that all he could say and all he could oder had no effect in moving the 
king from his determination. The bold borderer, seeing the die was cast, and 
his fate sealed, instantly resumed the natural intrepidity of his character,— 
** 1 am but a fool,” he said, raising himself proudly iip^ ** to look for grace in a 
graceless face. But had 1 known, sir, that you would have taken iny life this 
day, 1 should have lived upon the borders in despite of both king Henry and 
you ; and I know that the king of England would down-weigh my best horse 
with gold to be assured that 1 was to die this day.” No further colloquy took 
place ; Armstrong and all his followers were led od’ to instant execution. A 
popular tradition of the borders, where his death was much regretted, says, that 
the tree on which Armstrong was executed, though it (X)ntiniied to vegetate, 
never again put forth leaves. After subjecting several other notorious offenders 
to a similar fate, the king returned to Edinburgh on the 24*th of «luly.. In the 
following summer,, he set out upon a similar expedition to tlie north, with that 
which he had conducted to the south, and for similar purposes — at once to en- 
joy the pleasures of the chase and to bring to justice the numerous and daring 
thieves ^nd robbers with which the country was infested. 

This practice of converting the amusement of hunting into a means of dis- 
pensing justice throughout the kingdom, was one to which James had often re- 
course, for on these occasions he took care always to be attended with an armed 
force, eufficiently strong to enforce the laws against the most powerful infringer ; 
and he did not spare them when within his reach. For thieves and robbers he 
had no compassion ; common doom awaited them all, whatever might be their 
rank or pretensions. In this particular he was stern and inflexible to the last 
degree ; and the times required it. There was no part of his policy more bene- 
ficial to the kingdom than the resolute, incessant, and relentless war which he 
waged against all marauders and plunderers. 

On the expedition which he now undertook to the north, he was accompanied 
by the queen' mother, and the papal ambassador, then at the Scottish court. The 
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earl of Athol, to whose country ^he royal party proposed first proceeding, hav- 
ing received intelligence of tlie visit ^wlfich he might expect, made the most 
splendid preparation for their reception. On the arrival of the illustrious 
visitors, they found a magnificent palace, constructed of boughs of trees, and 
fitted Avith glass AvindoAvs, standing in the midst of a jmooth level park or 
meadow. At each of the four corners of this curious structure, there Avas a 
reg'ulaijy formed tower or block-house ; and the Avhole Avas joisted and floored 
to the height of three Tories. A large gate between two towers, with a 
formidable portcullis, all of green Avobd, defended the entrance ; while the 
Avhole Avas surrounded Avith a ditch sixteen feet deep and thirty feet wide, filled 
Avith Avater, and stocked Aviih various kinds of fish, and crossed in front of the 
paiaf*,e by a commodious draAv-bridge. The Avails of all the apartments Avere hung 
with the most splendid tapestry, and the floors so thickly strewn with flowers, that 
no mail Avould have known, says Lindsay, but he had been in ane greine gar- 
deiiie.” The feasting which followed was in keeping with this elaborate and 
costly preparation. Kvery delicacy Avhich the season and the country could 
supply Avas furnished in prodigious quantities to the royal retinue. The choicest 
Avines, fruits, and confections, A\'ere also placed before them Avith unsparing 
liberality ; and the vessels, linen, beds, &c., Avith Avhich tliis fairy mansion was 
supplied for the octuisiOn, were all of the finest and most costly description. 
Tile royal party remained here for tliree days, at an expense to their noble host 
of as many thousand pounds. Of all the party there Avas not one so surprised, 
and so much gratified* with this unexpected display of magnificence and abun- 
dance of good living, as his reverence the pope’s ambassador. The holy man 
Avas absolutely overwhelmed Avith astotiisbiiient and delight to find so many good 
tilings in tlie heart of a Avild, uncivilized, and barbarous country. Ilut liis aston- 
islmieiit was greatly increased when, on the eve of their departure, he saw a 
liarty of Highlanders busily employed in setting fire to that structure, within 
which he had fared so well and been so comfortably lodged, and Avbich had cost 
so much time, Ipbour, and expense in its erection. 1 marvel, sir,” he said, 
addressing the king, that ye should sufier yon fair palace to be burned, that 
your grace has been so Avell entertained in.” ** It is the custom of our High- 
landmen,” replied James, smiling, that be they never so well lodged at night 
they will burn the house in the morning.” The king and his retinue noAV pro- 
ceeded to Diiiikeld, Avbere they remained all night From thence they Avent 
next day to Ferth, afterwards to Dundee and St AndreAvs, in all of which places 
they Avere sumptuously entertained — and finally returned to Edinburgh. 

James, aaIio had now passed his twentieth year, Avas in the very midst of that 
singular career of frolic and adventure in which he delighted to indulge, and 
Avhich forms so conspicuous a feature in his character. Attended only by a 
single friend or two, and his person disguised by the garb of a gentleman of 
ordinary rank, and sometimes, if traditionary tales tell truth, by that of a peiion 
of a much lower grade, he rode through the country in searcji of adventures, or 
on visits to distant mistresses ; often on these o(;casions passing AvHole days and 
nights on horseback, and putting up contentedly with the coarsest and scantiest 
fare which chance might throw in the way. Sleeping in barns on clean pease 
strae,” and partaking of the gude Avife^s” sheep head, her oaten cakes, and 
ale, or whatever else she might have to offer, Avas no uncommon occurrence in 
the life of James. Such visits, however, Avere not always prompted by the most 
innocent motives. A fair maiden would at any time induce the monarch to ride 
a score of miles out of his way, and to pass half the night exposed to all Its in- 
deniency for an hour's interview. 

James was no niggard in his gallantries : where money Avas required, he gave 
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it freely and liberally ; where it was not, his muiiifH;ence took the shape of 
presents, — such as rings, chains, &c. of gold and other desci'iptions of jewellery. 
Ill one month he gave away in this way to the value of upwards of four hun- 
dred pounds. Tile roving monarch, however, made even his vagrancies subser- 
vient to his great olnect of extirpating thieves and robbers. During his wan- 
derings he frequently fell in witli numerous bands of them, or sought them out ; 
and on such occasions never hesitated to attack them, however formidable they 
might be, and however few his own followers. 

As the roving propensities of the king thus frequently put his life in 
jeopardy, and as his dying without lawful issue would have left the country in 
all probability, a prey to civil war, the nation became extremely anxious for his 
marriage, an event which, after many delays, arising from political objections to 
the various connexions from time to time proposed, at length took place. The 
Scottish ambassadors in France concluded, by James’s authority, a marriage treaty 
with Marie de Jiourboii, daughter of the duke of Veiidome. On the final set- 
tlement of this treaty, the young monarch proceeded to Vendome, to claim in 
person his affianced bride ; but here his usual gallantry failed him, for on 
seeing the lady he rejected her, and annulled the treaty. 

Whether it was the result of cliance, or that James had determined not to re- 
turn home without a wife, this occurrence did not doom him, for any length 
of lime, to a single life. From Vendome he proceeded to Paris, was 
graciously received by Francis I., and linally, after a month or two’s resi- 
dence at that monarch’s court, married his daugliter Jlagdaleiic. The ceremony, 
which took place in the church of Notre Dame, was celebrated with great pomp 
and splendour. Tlie whole city rang with rejoicings, and the court with sounds 
of revelry and iiierrinient. 'I'lie marriage was succeeded by four months of coii- 
liiiuod feasting, sporting, and merry making. At the end of thcat period James 
and his young bride, who was of an exceedingly sweet and amiable disposition, 
returned to Scotland ; the former loaded with costly presents from his ththor-in- 
law, and the latter with a dowry of a hundred thousand crowns, besides an an- 
nual pension of thirty thousand livres during her life. * 

Tlie royal pair arrived at Leith on Whitsun-eve, at ten o’clock at night On 
first touching Scottish ground, the pious and kind-hearted young queen dropped 
on her knees, kissed the land of her adoption, and after thanking (jod for the 
safe arrival of her husband a^id herself, prayed for happiness to the country and 
the people. The rejoicings which the royal pair had left in France were now 
resumed in Scotland. Magdalene was every where received by the people with 
the strongest proofs of welcome and regard, and this ns much from her own gen- 
tle and ailable demeanour as from her being tlie consort of their sovereign. 

Never queen made such rapid progress in the affij<aions of a nation, and few 
ever acquired during any periml so large a proportion of personal attachment 
ns did this amiable lady. I'he object, however, of all this love, was not destined 
long to enjoy it She was in a bad state of health at. the time of her marriage, 
and all the liappiness which that event brought along with it could not retard 
the progress of the disease which was consuming her. Siie daily became worse 
after her arrival in Scotland, and finally expired within forty days of lier land- 
ing. James was for a long time inconsolable for her loss, and for a time buried 
himself in retirement, to indulge in the sorrow which he could not rostrain. 

Policy required, however, that the place of the departed queen should, as 
soon as propriety would admit, he supplied by another ; and James fixed upon 
Mary of (hiise, daughter of the duke of that name, and widow <»f the duke of 
Lotiguevilie, to be the successor of Magdalene. An embassy having been de- 
patched to France to settle preliminaries, and to bring the queen consort to 
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S(*.otlatid; she arrWed in the latter kingdom in June, 1538. Mary landed at 
Balcotnie in Fife, where she was received by the king, surrounded by a great 
number of his nobles.' From tbenc^ the royal party proceeded to Dundee, St 
Andrews, then to Stirling ; ironi that .to Linlithgow ; and lastly to Edinburgh. 
In all of these places the royal pair were received with every demonstration of# 
popular joy, and were sumptuously entertained by the magistrates and other au- 
thorities of the difiereiit towns. James, by a long and steady perseverance in 
tlie administration of justice, Avithout regard to the Avealth or rank of the cul- 
prits, and by the Avholesome restraint under which he held the turbulent nobles, 
liad now secured a degree of peace and prosperity to the country Avhich it had 
not enjoyed for many years before. His power was acknowledged and felt in 
the most remote parts of the Lowlands of Scotland, and even a great part of the 
Highlands. But the western isles, and the most northern extremity of the 
kingdom, places then difficult of access, and comparatively but little known, 
were still made the scenes of the most lawless and atrocious deeds by the fierce 
and restless chieftcains, and their clans, by whom they Avere inhabited. James, 
however, resolved to carry and establish his authority even there. He resolved 
to beard the lion in' his den to bring these desperadoes to justice in the 
midst of their barbarous hordes ; and this bold design he deieriiilncd to execute 
in person. He ordered twelve ships, Avell provided Avith artillery to be ready 
against the fourteenth day of May. The personal preparations of the king, 
and those made for his accoiiiiiiodation in the ship in which he was himself to 
embark on this expedition, Avere extensive and multifarious. His cabin Avas 
hung with green cloth, and his bed Avith black damask. Large quantities of 
silver plate, and culinary utensils, Avith stores for cooking, Aiere put on board ; 
and also a vast number of tents and pavilions, for the accommodation of bis 
suite, when they should land in the isles. The monarch liiiiiself was equipped 
in a suit of red velvet, ornaiueiitcd Avitli gold embroidery, and the ship in 
which be sailed was adorned Avith splendid dags, and numerous streamero of red 
and yellow serge. 

'Mio ex])edition, Avhich had been delayed for fourteen days beyond the time 
appointed, by the advanced state of the queen’s pregnancy, finally set sail fur its 
various destinations in the beginning of June. 

'riie royal squadron, on reacliing the Avestern shores, proceeded deliberately 
from island to island, and from point to point of the mainland, the king 
landing on each, and suiimioning the various chieftains to his presence. Some 
of these he executed on tlie spot, others he carried away with him as hostages 
fur the future peaceful conduct of their kinsmen and followers ; and thus, after 
making the terror of his name and the sternness of his justice felt in every glen 
ill the iliglilaiids, he bent Ins Avay again hoineAvards. James himself landed at 
DiimlKirton, but the greater part of his ships, including those on board of which 
were the captured chieftains, AAcre sent round to Leith. 

Having now reduced the whole country to such a state of tranquillity, 
and so effectually accomplished the security of private property every where, 
that it is boasted, that, at this period of his reign, flocks of sheep were as safe in 
Ettrick forest as in the province of Fife, he betook himself to the improvement of 
his kingdom by peaceful pursuits. He imported superior breeds of horses to 
improve the native race of that animal. He promoted the fisheries, and invited 
artisans and mechanics of 'all descriptions to settle in the country, encouraging 
them by the offer of liberal Avages, and, in many (^es, by bestowing small an- 
nual pensions. With every promise of a long and happy reign, and in the 
midst- of exertions which entitled him to expect the latter, the cup was suddenly 
dashed from his lips. Misfortune on misfortune croAvded on the ilbstiirred 
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monarch, and hurried him to a premature grave. Two princes who were borti 
to him by Mary of Guise, died in their infancy within a few days of each othei^ 
a calamity which sank deep in the heait of their royal parent. His uncle, tljte 
king of England, with whom he had hitherto been on a friendly footing, for 
• reasons now not very well known, invaded his dominions with an army of 
twenty thousand men, under the coniinand of the duke of Norfolk. James gave 
orders to assemble an army of thii-ty thousand men on the Burrow muir, and with 
this force he marched to oppose them. The hostile annies met at Solway moss, 
but with little disposition on the part of the leaders of the Scottish .army t4> 
maintain the credit of their sovereign by their arms. James had never been 
friendly to the aristocracy, and they now retaliated Upon him by a lukewarm*> 
ness in his cause in the hour of need. The unfortunate monarch himself in- 
creased this spirit of defection at this critical juncture by appointing Oliver Sin- 
clair, a mean favourite, and a man of no ability, to the command of his army. 
The intelligeiH'C of this appointment excited the utmost indignation in 'the Scot- 
tish army. All declared that they would rather submit to be taken prisoners by 
the English than be commanded by such a general ; and the whole army was 
thrown into such a slate of coimnotion by this infatuated proiMieding of their 
sovereign, that the Englisli general perceived the disorder, and taking advan- 
tage of it, attacked the Scottish army with a few hundred light horse. 'I'he for- 
mer making no resistance were instantly put to flight. James was at Carlave- 
rock, about twelve miles distant, when this disaster took place. When in- 
formed of the disgraceful flight of his army, ho sank into a state of dejection 
and melancholy from which nothing could rouse him. His proud spirit could 
not brook the disgrace which had befallen his arms, and the conduct of his 
nobles excited a degree of irritation which soon tlirew him into a violent fevdr. 
In this state of desponden<;y ho retired to Falkland. Here he took to bed and 
refused all sustenance. While in this condition intelligence was brought him 
that the queen, then at Linlithgow, was delivered of a girl. It c.aine with a 
lass and it will go with a lass,^’ said the dy^ng monarch, reckoning it another 
misfortune, that it was not a male heir that had been given to liim. 

A little before his dcatli, which was now fast approaching, he was heard mut- 
tering the words Solway moss,’’ the scene of that disaster which was now hur- 
rying him to the grave. On the day of his death, whicli happened previous to 
the 13th of December, 1542, but within two or three days of it, although the 
precise day is not known, he turned round to the lords who surrounded his bed, 
and with a faint but benignant smile, held out his liand to them to kiss, and in 
a few minutes thereafter expired. James died in Hhe 31st year of his age, 
leaving the unfortunate Mary, then an infant, to siiC/Cjeed to his dignities and to 
more than his misflu'tunes. Ik'sidcs Mary, his only surviving legitimate chilB, 
James left six natural children. These were — James, abbot of Kelso and Mel- 
rose ; the regent Murray ; Robert, prior of Holyroodhouse ; John, prior of 
Coldingham ; Janet, wife of the earl of Angus ; and Adam, prior of the Char- 
treux at Perth. 

JAMES VI. of Scotland, and I. of England, was born in the castle of Edin- 
burgh, June 19, 1 566. He was the son of the reigning sovereign Mary, by her 
husband, Henry, lord Darnley, who was nominally associated with her in the 
government, and was the eldest son of the existing earl of Lennox. Both by 
his father and mother, Janies was the great-grandson of Henry VII. of England, * 
and, failing queen Elizabeth and bis own mother, stood nearest to tlie throne of 
that kingdom, at the same time that he was heir-apparent to the Scottish crown. 
’J'lie character of his parents and their i^revious history are so well known, tbit 
it is unnecessary to touch upon them here. It may only be mentioned, that 
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while the royal infant bought with him into the world pretensions the most 
brilliant that could have befallen a mortal creature, he also carried in his con- 
stitution a weakness of the most lamentable nature, affecting both his body and 
his mind. About three months before his birth, his father headed a band of 
conspiratbrs, who broke violently into the privacy of his mother’s chamber, and 
in her presence slew her favourite counsellor, David lliccio. The agitation of* 
tjie mother on that occasion, took effect upon the child, who, though intended 
apparently to be alike strong in mental and bodily constitution, showed through 
life many dehciencies in' both respects, though, perhaps, to a less extent than has 
been represented by popular history. 

It is well known that a confederation of the Scottish nobles dethroned Mary 
about a year after the birth of her son. While this ill-fated princess was con- 
demned to imprisonment in liochleven castle, her son was taken to Stirling, apd 
there crowned at the age of thirteen months and ten days. The real govern- 
ment was successively administered by the regents Moray, Lennox, Mar, and 
Morton, under the secret direction of the English queen, by whom, in time, 
her rival Mary was put to death. James, after a weakly infancy, was placed 
undei'the care of the celebrated lluchanan, whose religious principles and dis- 
tinguished scholarship seemed to qualify him peculiarly for the task of educating 
a protestant prince. It would apppar that the young king received at the hands 
of his master a great deal more learning, classif^l and theological, than he was 
able to digest, and thus became liable to as much of tiie fault of pedantry, as 
consists in a hoarding of literature for its own sake, or for purposes of 
ostentation, accompanied by an inability to turn it to its only true use in the 
ordinary purposes of life. A pliability of temper, subject alike to evil and to 
good influences ; a sly acuteness in penetrating tl;e motives of men, without the 
po\>er to make it of any practical advantage; and a proneness to listen to the 
flattering counsellors who told him he was a king, and ought to have the power 
of one, were other characteristics of this juvenile monarcli ; whose situation, it 
must at the same time be acknowledged, was one of such difficulty, as to render 
a fair development of the best faculties of the mind, and the best tendencies of 
the heart, hardly to be expected. 

Though made and upheld as n king, in consequence of a successful rebellion 
against tlie monarchical principle, Janies was early inspired with a high sense 
of his royal powers and privileges, probably by some of those individuals who 
are never wanting around the persons of young princes, let their education 
be ever so carefully conducted. Even before attaining the age of twelve, he 
had become the centre of a little knot of courtiers, who clusterad about him at his 
residence in Stirling castle, and plotted schemes for transfeinring the reins of 
government into his own hands. Morton permitted himself to be surprised in 
1578 by this party, who for some time conducted the affairs of state in the 
name of the king, ns if he had been in full possession of his birth-right. 
Morton, however, soon after regained nearly all his wonted ascendancy, and it 
was not till two or three years later that the king became completely emanci- 
pated from this powerful agent of the P^nglish queen. A young scion of nobility, 
named captain Stuart, from his commanding the king’s guards, and P^me, earl of 
Lennox, the king’s cousin, were his chief instruments in obtaining the sovereign 
poweP, and in raising that prosecution against Morton, which ended in his exe- 
cution, June 2, 1581. The former is represented as a profligate adventurer, 
who studied only how, by flattering the king and enforcing his despotic views, to 
promote his own interest Lennox was a gentler and wonthier person, but was 
obnoxious to popular odium, on account of his professing the catholic faith. 
The protestant and English interest soon rallied, and, in August, 1 582, took 
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place the celebrated Raid of Ruthven, by ivhich a few presbyterian nobles, 
headed by the earl of (jowrie; were enabled to take possession of the royal 
person, and use his authority for some time in behalf of liberal government and 
tlioir own religious principles, wiiile Stuart c*ind Lennox were forbidden his 
presence. 

It was not till June, 158.3, that James emancipated himself from a control 
which, however well he appeared to bear it, was far from agreeable to him. 
Lennox had now been banished to France, where he died of a broken lieart ; 
Stuart was created earl of Arran on the ruins of the Hamilton family, and 
became almost sole counsellor to the young monarch. The nobles who had seized 
the king at Kuthven, were pardoned ; hut Gowrie, having soon after made a 
second and unsuccessful attempt, Avas bcheiided at Stirling. During the interval 
between June, 1 583, and November, 1 585, the government Avas of a decidedly 
antkpopulnr and anti-presbyterian character, — Arran being permitted to act 
entirely as he pleased. I he presbyterian nobles, hoAvever, who had lied into 
England, were, at the latter period, enabled by Elizabeth to invade their OAvn 
country, with such a force as overturned the poAver of the miAvorthy lavourite, 
and re-establislied a system agreeable to the clergy and people, and more 
closely respondent to the Avishes of h'Jizabeth. In this way James grew up to 
man’s estate. 

In 1584, Avlien eighteen years of age, he made his first appearance ns an 
author, by publishing a small thin quarto, entitled Essajes of a IVeiitico in 
the Divine Art of I’oesie, Avitli the Reulis and Fauteles to be pursued and 
avoided.” This Avork consists of a mixture of poetry and prose ; the poems 
being chiefly a series oi* sonnets, Avhicli bear very much the appearance of school 
exercises ; Avhile the prose consists of a co<le of laws for the construction of verse 
according to the ideas of that age. 3’here is little in the king’s style or his 
ideas to please the jiresent age ; yet, compared Avith the efforts of contemporary 
authors, these poems may be said to bear a respectable appearance. 

The main eflect of the late revolution Avas to re-establish the Pmglish influ- 
ence, which had been deranged by the ascentlancy of captain Stuart. In June, 
1586, James entered into an arrangement Avith Elizabeth, by \ihich, in con- 
sideration of a pension of live thousand pounds, rendered necessary by his penu- 
rious circumstances, he engaged to support England against the machinations of 
the catholic poAvers of Europe. It Avas also part of this treaty, that a correspondence 
Avhich he had entered into Avith liis mother, should be broken oft’; and he even 
submitted so far to the desires of his new superior, as to write a disrespectliil 
letter to that unhappy princess, Avho replied in an eloquent epistle, threatom’ng 
to denounce him as a usurper, and load him Avith a parent’s curse. James, in 
reality, during the A\hole of his occupancy of the Scottish throne, Avas a mere tool 
in the hands of one p<arty or another ; and liad no personal influence or indeperi- 
dence whatever till the advanced age of Elizabeth gave him near hopes of the 
English crown. Great care is therefore to be taken in judging of his actions, 
lest that be attributed to his own vicious Avill, AAhich was only the dictate of a poli- 
tical system, of which he Avas the apparent head, but the real slave. In the Avinter 
of 1586-7, he had to endure the painful reflection, that his mother Avas threat- 
ened with, and ultimately brought to Uie scaffold, without his being able to 
make the least movement in her favour. It is but justice to him to say, that so 
far from his manifesting the levity on this subject attributed to him by several 
Avriters, he appears from documents of respectable authority,^ to have manifested 
the highest indignation, and a degree of grief hardly to be expected from him, 

* See the Life of James I., forming two volumes of Constable’s Miscclljiny, by the ecUlor 
of Uie present work. 
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considering that he was not conscious of liaving ever seen his parent Mary, 
in her last prayer in the hall of Fotheringay, while stretched before the block, 
entreated the ikvour of God towards her son ; which shows tliat she had not 
ultimately found proper cause for putting her threat into execution. 

In 1588, while the shores of England were threatened with the Spanish 
armada, James fulfilled, as far as he could, the treaty into which he had entered 
with Elizabeth, by using his best exertions to suppress the movements of a power- 
ful catholic party among his own subjects, in support of the invasion. In re- 
turn for this, Elizabeth permitted him to take a wife ; and his choice ultimately 
fell upon the princess Anne of Denmark, second daughter of the deceased Fre- 
derick the second. He was married by proxy in August, 1589; but the princess 
having been delayed in Norway by a storm, which threatened to detain her for 
the winter, he gallantly crossed the seas to Upslo, in order to consummate the 
match. After spending some months at the Danish court, he returned to Scot- 
land in May, 1590; when the reception vouchsafed to the royal pair was fully 
such as to justify an expression used by James in one of his letters, that a king 
with a new married wyfe did not come hame every day.^’ 

The king had an illegitimate cousin, Francis, earl of Both well, who now for 
some years embittered his life by a series of plots and assaults for which there it 
no parallel even in Scottish history. Bothwell had been spared by the klng^s 
goodness in 1589, from the result of a sentence for treason, passed on account 
of his concern in a catholic conspiracy. Soon after James returned from Den- 
mark, it was discovered that he had tampered with professing witches to take 
away the king’s life by necromancy. Ue at first proposed to stand a trial for 
this alleged* offence, but subsequently found it necessary to make his escape. 
Uis former sentence was then permitted to take effect, and he became, in the 
language of the times, a broken man. Repeatedly, however, did this bold ad- 
venturer approach the walls of Edinburgh, and even assail the king in his 
palace ; nor could the limited powers of the sovereign either accomplish his 
seizure, or frighten him out of the kingdom. He even contrived at one time to 
regain his place in the king’s council, and remained for several months in the 
enjoyment of all his former honours, till once more expelled by a party of his 
enemies. The king appears to have purposely been kept in a state of power- 
lessness by his subjects ; even the strength necessary to execute the law upon the 
paltriest occasions was denied to him ; and his clergy took every opportunity of 
decrying his government, and diminishing the respect of his people, -^lest, in 
be(x>ming stronger or mure generally reverenced, he should have used his in- 
creased force against Uie liberal interest, and the presbyterian religion. If he 
could have been depended upon as a thorough adherent of these abstractions, 
there can be no doubt that his Scottish reign would have been less disgraced by 
the non-execution of the laws. But then, was his first position under the re- 
gents and the protestant nobles of a kind calculated to attach him sincerely to 
that party ? or can it be decidedly affirmed that the zeal of the clergy of those 
rough and difficult times, was sufficiently tempered with human kindness, to 
make a young prince prefer their peculi^ system to one which addressed him 
in a more courteous manner, and was more favourable to tlmt regal power, the 
feebleness of which had hitherto seemed the clause of all his distresses and all his 
humiliation ? 

In 1585, while under the control of Arran, he had written a paraphrase and 
commentary on the Revelation of St John, which, however, was not completed 
or published for some years after. In 1591, he produced a second volume of 
verse, entitled Poetical Exercises in the preface to which, he iiiforma the 
reader, as an apology for inao(;uracies, that ** scarcelie but at stolen moments had 
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ho leisure to blenk upon any paper, and yet nocht that with free unvexed 
spirit."’ He also appears to have at this time proceeded some length with his 
translation of tlie Psalms into Scottish verse. It is curious that, while the king 
manifested, in his literary studies, both the pure sensibilities of the poet and the 
devout aspirations of the saint, his personal manners were coarse, his amuse- 
ments of no refined character, and his speech rendered odious by common 
swearing. 

It is hardly our duty to enter into a minute detail of the vacillations of the 
Scottish church, during this reign, between presbytery and epis(;opacy. In pro- 
portion as the king was weak, the former system prevailed ; and in proportion 
as he gained strength from the prospect of the Kiiglish succession, and other 
causes, the episcopal polity was re-imposed. We are also disposed to overlook 
the troubles of the catholic nobles — Hiintly, Krrol, and Angus, who, for some 
obscure plot in concert with Spain, were persecuted to as great an extent as the 
personal favour of the king, and his fear of displeasing the English papists, 
would permit, 'fhe leniency shown by the king to these grandees procured him 
the wrath of the church, and led to the celebrated tumult of the 17th of De- 
cember, 159(), in which the clergy permitted themselves to make so unguarded 
an appearance, as to furnish their sovereign with the means of checking their 
power, without ollendiiig the people. ' 

In February, 1594, a sou, afterwards the celebrated prince Henry, wzis 
born to the king at Stirling castle ; this was followed some years alter by the 
birth of a daughter, Elizabeth, whose fate, as the tjueen of Dohemia, and ances- 
tress of the present royal family of Dritain, gives rise to so many varied redco 
tions. James wrote a treatise of counsel for his son, under the title of Hasili- 
con Doron,” which, though containing some passages odeiisive to the cJergy, is a 
work of much good sense, and conveys, upon the whole, a respectable impression 
at once of the author's abilities, and of his moral temperament, it was pub- 
lished in 1599, and is said to have gained him a great accession of esteem 
among the English, for whose favour, of course, he was anxiously solicitous. 

Few incidents of note occurred in the latter part of the king’s Scottish reign. 
The principal was the famous conspiracy of the earl of Gowrie and liis 
brother, sons of the eai*l beheaded in 1584, which was developed — if we 
may speak of it in such a manner — on the 5lh of August, KiOO. This alfair 
has of late been considerably elucidated by Robert Pitcairn, Esq., in liis la- 
borious work, the Criminal Trials of Scotland,” though it is still left in some 
measure as a question open to dispute. The events, so far as ascertained, wera 
as follows. 

Early on the morning of the 5th of August, KiOO, Alexander, Master of 
Ruthven, with only two followers, Andrew Henderson and Andrew Huthven, 
rode from Perth to Falkland, where king James was at that time residing. He 
arrived there about seven o" clock, and stopping at a house in the vicinity of the 
palace, sent Henderson forward to learn the motions of the king. His mes- 
senger returned quickly with the intelligence, that his majesty was just depart- 
ing for the chase. Huthven proceeded immediately to the palace, where he met 
James in front of the stables. They spoke together for about a quarter of an 
hour. None of the attendants overheard the discourse, but it was evident from 
the king’s laying his hand on the master’s shoulder, and clapping his back, that 
the matter of it pleased him. The hunt rode on, and Huthven joined the train; 
first, however, despatching Henderson to inform his brother that his majesty was 
coming to Perth with a few attendants, and to desire him to cause dinner to be 
prepared. A buck was slain about ten u’cloc'k, when the king desired the duke 
of Lennox and the earl of Mar to accompany him to Perth, to speak with the 
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earl of Goivrie. The master of Ruthyeii now despatched his other attendant to 
give the earl notice of the king’s approach ; and immediately afterwards James 
and he set off at a rate that threw behind the royal attendants, who lost some 
time in changing horses. When the duke of Lennox overtook them, the king, 
with great glee, told him that he was riding to Perth to get a p 09 e (treasure). 
He then asked tho duke’s opinion of Alexander Ruthven, which proving favour- 
able, he proceeded to repeat the story which that young man had told him, 
of. his having the previous evening surprised a man with a large sum of money 
on his person. The duke expressed his opinion of the improbability of the tale, 
and some suspicion of Ruthven’s purpose ; upon which the king desired him to 
tbllow when he and Ruthven should leave the hall — an order which he repeated 
after his arrival in the earl of Gowrie’s house. 

Meantime, Henderson, on his arrival at Perth, found the elder Ruthven in 
his chamber, speaking upon business with two gentlemen. Gowrie drew him 
aside the moment he entered, and asked whether he brought any letter or mes- 
sage from his brother. On learning that the king was coming, he took the 
messenger into his cabinet, and inquired anxiously in what manner the master 
had been received, and what persons were in attendance upon his majesty. 
Returning to the chamber, he made an apology to the two gentlemen, and dis- 
missed them. Henderson then went to his own house. When he returned, in 
about an hour, the earl desired him to arm himself, as he had to apprehend a 
Highlander in the Shoe-gate. The master of the household being unwell, the 
duty of carrying up the earl’s dinner devolved upon Henderson. He performed 
this service about half past twelve ; and afterwards waited upon the earl and 
some friends who were dining with him. They had just sat down when 
Andrew Ruthven entered, and whispered something in the earl’s ear, who, how- 
ever, seemed to give no heed. As the second course was about to be set upon 
the table, the master of Ruthven, who had left the king about a mile from Perth, 
and rode on before, entered and announced his majesty approach, 'i'his was 
the first intelligence given the inhabitants of Gowrie house of the king’s visit, 
for Gowrie had kept not only his coming, but also the master’s visit to Falk** 
land, a profound secret. The enrl and his visitors, with their attendants, and 
some of the citizens among whom the news had spread, went out to meet the 
king. 

The street in which Gowrie house formerly stood runs north and^south, and 
parallel to the Tay. The house was on the side next the river, built so as to 
form three sides of a square, the fourth side, that which abutted on the street, 
being formed by a wall, through which the entry into the interior court,, or 
close, was by a gate. 'J'he scene of the subsequent events was the south side of 
the square. The interior of this part of the edific/e contained, in the first story, 
a dining-room, looking out upon the river, a hall in the centre, and a room at 
the further end looking out upon the street, each of them occupying the whole 
breadth of the building, and opening into each other. The second story con- 
sisted of a gallery occupying the space of the dining-room and hall below, and 
at the street end of this gallery, a chamber, in the north-west corner of which 
was a circular closet, formed by a turret which overhung the outer wall, in which 
were two long narrow windows, the one looking towards the spy-tower, (a strong 
tower built overdone of the city-gates,) the other looking out upon the court, but 
visible from the street before the gate. The access to the hall and gallery was 
by a large turnpike stair in the south-east corner of the court. The hall like- 
wise communicated with the garden, which lay between the house and the river, 
by a door opposite to that which opened from the turnpike, and an outward 
stair. The access to the chamber in which was the round closet, was either 
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ihrougli tlio gallery, or by means of a smaller turnpike (called the black turn- 
pike) which stood half-way betwixt the principal one and the street 

The unexpected arrival of the king caused a considerable commotion in 
Gowrie’s establishment. Craigingelt, the master of the household, was obliged 
to leave his sick bed, and bestir himself. Messengers were despatched through 
Perth to seek, not for meat, for of that there seems to have been plenty, but for 
some delicacy fit to be set upon the royal table. The baillies and other digni- 
taries of Perth, as also some noblemen who were resident in the town, came 
pouring in, — some to pay their respects to his majesty, others to stare at tlie 
(Miurtiers. Amid all this confusion, somewhat more than an hour elapsed before 
the repast was ready. To judge by the king’s narrative, and the eloquent ora- 
tions of Mr Patrick Galloway, this neglect on the part of the earl seems to have 
been regarded as not the least criminal part of his conduct : and with justice ; 
for his royal highness had been riding hard since seven o’clock, and it was past 
two before he could get a morsel, which, when it did come, bore evident marks 
of being hastily slubbered up. 

As soon as the king was set down to dinner, the earl sent for Andrew Hen- 
derson, whom he conducted up to the gallery, where the master was waiting for 
them. After some short conversiition, during which Gowrie told Henderson to 
do any thing his brother bade him, the younger Ruthven locked this attendant 
into the little round idoset within the gallery chamber, and left him there. 
Henderson began now, according to his own account, to suspect that something 
wrong was in agitation, and set himself to pray, in great perturbation of mind. 
Meanwhile, the earl of Gowrie returned to take his place behind the chair of 
his royal guest. When the king had dined, and Lennox, Mar, and the other 
iiobleiiien in waiting, had retired from the dining-room to the hall to dine in 
their turn, Alexander Ruthven came and whispered to the king, to find some 
means of getting rid of his brother the earl, from whom he had all along pre- 
tended great anxiety to keep the story of the found treasure a secret. The 
king filled a bumper, and, drinking it off, desired Gowrie to carry his pledge 
to the noblemen in the hall. While they were busy returning the health, the 
king and the master passed quietly through the ball, and ascended the great 
stair which led to the gallery. I'hey did not, however, pass altogether unob- 
served, and some of the royal train made an atten pt to follow them, but ivere re> 
pelled by Ruthven, who alleged the king’s wish to be alone. Prom the gallery 
they passed into the chamber at the end of it, and the door of this room 
Ruthven appears to have locked behind him. 

When the noblemen had dined, they inquired after their master, but were 
informed by Gowrie that he had retired, and wished to be private. The earl 
immediately called for the keys of the garden, whither he was followed by Len- 
nox and part of the royal train ; whilst Mar, with the rest, remained in the 
house. John Ramsay, a favourite page of the king, says in his deposition, that, 
on rising from table, he had agreed to take charge of a hawk for one of the 
servants, in order to allow the man to go to dinner. He seems, while thus 
engaged, to have missed Gowrie’s explanation of the king’s absence, for he 
sought his majesty in the dining-room, in the garden, and afterwards in the 
gallery. He had never before seen this gallery, which is said — we know not 
upon what authority — to have been richly adorned with paintings by the earl’s 
lather, and he staid some time admiring it. On coining down stairs, he found 
the whole of the king’s attendants hurrying towards the outer gate, and was told 
by 'rhomas Cranstone, one of the earl’s servants, that the king had rode on 
before. Rnuisiiy, on hearing this, ran to the stable where his horse was. Len- 
nox and Mar, wlio had also heard the rejiort of the king’s departure, asked the 
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porter, as they were passing the gate, whether the king were indeed forth. The 
nian replied in the negative. Gowrie checked him with considerable harshness, 
and affirmed that the king had passed out by the back gate. ** That is impos- 
sible, my lord,’* answered the porter, ** for it is locked, and the key is in my 
pocket” Gowrie, somewhat confused, said he would return and learn the truth 
of the matter. He came back almost instantly, affinning positively that the king 
had ridden out by the back gate, llie greater part of the company were now 
assembled on the High Street, in front of the house, waiting for their horses, 
and discussing how they were to seek the king. At this moment, the king’s 
voice was heard, crying — “ I am murdered ! Treason 1 My lord of Mar, help ! 
help ! ” Lennox and Mar, with their attendants, rushed through the gateway 
into the court, and up the principal stair. Sir Thomas Erskine and his brother 
James, seized the earl of Gowrie, exclaiming, Traitor ! this is thy deed ! ” 
Some of the earl’s servants rescued their master, who was, however, thrown down 
in the scuffle, and refused admittance to the inner court On recovering his feet, 
he retired a short way ; then drawing his sword and dagger, he cried, ** 1 will 
be in my own house, or die by the way.” 

During these proceedings, the king liad found himself rather critically circum- 
stanced. Alexander liuthven, having locked the door of the gallery chamber, 
led the way to the round closet. James was not a little astonished when, instead 
of the captive he expected, he saw a nian armed at all points except his head. 
He was more astonished when the master, putting on his hat, drew the man’s 
dagger, and presented it to his breast, saying, ** Sir, you must be my prisoner ! 
remember my father’s death ! ” James attempted to remonstrate, but was inter- 
rupted with Hold your tongue, sir, or by Christ you shall die!” But here 
Henderson wrenched the dagger from Kuthven’s hand, and the king, then 
resuming his remonstrances, was answered that his life was not what was sought 
The master even took off his hat when tlie king, who, amid all his perturbation, 
forgot not his princely demeanour, reminded him of the impropriety of wearing 
it in his presence. He then requested James to give him his word not to open 
the window, nor call for assistance, whilst he went to bring his brother, the 
earl, who was to detennine what further should be done. Kuthven then left the 
closet, locking the door behind him ; but, according to Henderson’s belief, went 
no farther than the next room. This is more than probable ; for, by the nearest 
calculation, Ramsay must have been at that time still in the gallery. The mas- 
ter re-entered, therefore, almost instantly, and telling the king there was now 
but one coui'se left, produced a garter, with which he attempted to bind his 
majesty’s hands. James freed his left with a violent exertion, exclaiming, ** 1 
am a free prince, man ! 1 will not be bound !” Ruthven, without answering, 
seized him by the throat with one hand, while he thrust the other into his mouth, 
to prevent his crying. In the struggle which ensued, the king was driven 
against the window which overlooked the court, and, at that moment, Hender- 
son thrust his arm over the master’s shoulder and pushed up the window, which 
affiirded the king an opportunity of calling for assistance. The master, there- 
upon, said to Henderson, ** Is there no help in thee ? Thou wilt cause us all 
to die and tremblingly, between excitement and exertion, he attempted to 
draw his sword. The king, perceiving his intent, laid hold of his hand ; and 
thus clasped in a death-wrestle, they reeled out of the closet into the chamber. 
The king had got Kuthven’s head under his arm ; wliilst Kuthven, finding him- 
self held down almost upon his knees, was pressing upwards with his hand 
against the king’s face, when, at this critical moment, John Ramsay, the page, 
who had heard from the street the king’s cry for help, and who had got before 
Mar and Lennox, by running up the black turnpike formerly mentioned, while 
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they took tlie principal staircase, rushed against the door of the chamber and 
burst it open. The king panted out, when he saw his page, ** Fy1 strike him 
low ! he has secret armour on.’* At which Ramsay, casting from him the hawk 
wliich still sat upon his hand, drew his dagger and stabbed the roaster. The 
next moment, the king, exerting all his strength, threw him from him down 
stairs. Ramsay ran to a window, and called upon Sir Thomas Erskine, and one 
or two who wore with him, to come up the turnpike. Erskine was first, and 
as Ruthven staggered past him on the stair, wounded and bleeding, he desired 
those who follotved to strike the traitor. This was done, and the young man'* 
fell, crying, ** Alas ! I had not the wyte of it.” 

The king was safe for the mean time, but there was still cause for alarm. 
Only four of his attendants had reached him ; and he was uncertain whether 
the incessant attempts of Mar and Lennox’s party to break open the door by 
which the chamber coimnunicated with the gallery, were made by friend or foe. 
At this moment the alarm bell rang out, and the din of the gathering citizens, 
who were as likely, for any thing the king knew, to side with their provost, 
(cowrie, as with himself, was heard from the town. There was, besides, a still 
more immediate danger. 

Gowrie, whom we left attempting to force his way into the house, was met at 
the gate by the news that his brother had fallen. Violet Ruthven, and other 
women belonging to the family, were already wailing his death, screaming their 
curses up to the king’s party in the chamber, and mixing their shrill execrations 
with the fierce din which shook the city. I'he earl, seconded by Cranstone, 
one of his attendants, fort;ed his way to the foot of the black turnpike, at which 
spot lay the master’s body, ** Whom have we herei*” said the retainer, for the 
face was turned downwards. Up the stair ! ” was Cowrie’s brief and stem 
reply. Cranstone, going up before his master, found, on rushing into the cham- 
ber, the swords of Sir Thomas Erskine, and Herries, the king’s physician, drawn 
against him. They were holding a parley in this threatening attitude, when 
Go wide entered, and was instantly attacked by Ramsay. The earl fell after a 
smart contest. Ramsay immediately turned upon Cranstone, who had proved 
fully a matc:h for the other two, and having wounded him severely, forced him 
finally to retreat. 

All this time they who were with the duke of Lennox had kept battering at 
the gallery-door of the chamber with liamniers, but in vain. The partition was 
constructed of boards, and as the whole wall gave way equally before the blows, 
the door could not be forced. The party with the king, on the other hand, 
were afraid to open, lest they should thus give admission to enemies. A servant 
was at last despatched round by the turnpike, who assured his majesty that it 
was the duke of Lennox and the earl of Mar who were so clamorous for admis- 
sion. The hammers were then handed through below the door, and the bolts 
speedily displaced. When these noblemen were admitted, they found the king 
unharmed, amid his brave deliverers. The door, however, which entered from 
the turnpike, had been closed upon a body of Gowrie’s retainers, who were 
calling for their master, and striking through below the door with their pikes 
and halberds. The clamour from the town continued, and the voices from the 
court were divided, — part calling for the king, part for their provost, the earl of 
Gowrie. Affairs, however, soon look a more decided turn. They who assaulted 
the door grew tired of their ineffectual efforts, and withdrew ; and almost at the 
same moment the voices of baillies Ray and Young were heard from the street, 
calling to know if the king were safe, and announcing that they were there, 
with the loyal burgesses of Perth, for his defence. The king gratified them by 
showing himself at the window, requesting them to still the tumult. At the 
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command of tlie magistrates the crowd became silent, and gradually dispersed. 
In the course of a few hours, peace was so completely re-established, that the king 
and his company were able to take horse for Falkland. 

This birdVeye view of the occurrences of the fifth of August, will be found 
correct in the main. Although some details have been necessarily omitted, they 
are sufficient to establish a preconcerted scheme between the brothers against the 
king, but of what nature, and to what purpose, it would be diffit^ult, without 
further evidence, to say. Of all the people that day assembled in Gowrie's 
house, not one seems to have been in the secret. Henderson, to whom an 
important share in the execution of the attempt had been assigned, was kept in 
ignorance to the last moment, and then he counteracted, instead of furthering 
their views. Even with regard to Cranstone, the most busy propagator of the 
rumour of the king’s departure, it is uncertain whether he may not have spread 
the report in consequence of the asseverations of his master ; and we have his 
solemn declaration, at a time when he thought himself upon his death-bed, that 
he had no previous knowledge of the plot. The two Kuthvens of Freeland, 
Eviot, and Hugh Moncrieff, who took the most active share in endeavouring to 
stir the citizens up to mutiny to revenge tlie earl and his brother, may have been 
actuated, for any evidence we have to the contrary, solely by the feelings of 
reckless and devoted retainers, upon seeing their master^s fall in an affray whose 
origin and cause they knew not. To this evidence, partly negative, and partly 
positive, may be added the deposition of William Kynd, who said, when examined 
at Falkland, that he had heard the earl declare , — ** He was not a wise man, who, 
having intended the execution of a high and dangerous purpose, should commu- 
nicate the same to any but himself ; because, keeping it to himself, it could not 
be disexivered nor disappointed.” Moreover, it does not sufficiently appear, 
from the deportment of the master, that they aimed at the king’s life. He 
spoke only of making him prisoner, and grasped his sword only when the king 
had made his attendants aware of his situation. At the same time, it was 
nowliere discovered that any measures had been taken for removing the royal pri- 
soner to a place of security ; and to keep him in a place so oj>en to observation 
as Gowrie-house, was out of the question. Without some other evidence, there- 
fore, than that to which we have as yet been turning our attention, we can 
scjircely look upon these transactions otherwise than as a fantastic dream, which 
is incoherent in all its parts, and the absurdity of which is only apparent when 
we reflect how irreconcilable it is with the waking world around us. 

The letters of Logan of llestalrig, which were not discovered till eight 
years afterwards, throw some further light upon the subject, though not 
so iiiucli as could be wished. Of tlieir authenticity little doubt can be enter- 
tained, when we consider the number and respectability of the witnesses 
who swore positively to their being in Logan’s handwriting. It appears from 
these letters that Gowrie and Logan had agreed in some plot against the king. 
It appears, also, that Logan was in correspondence with some third person who 
had assent^ to the enterprise. It would almost seem, from Logan’s third let- 
ter, that this person resided at Falkland : ** If 1 kan iiocht win to Falkland 
the first nycht, 1 sail he tymelie in St Jobnestoun on the morne.” And it is al- 
most certain from the fifth letter, that he was so situated as to have oral com- 
munication with Gowrie, the master of Ruthven : “ Pray let his lo. be qwik, and 
bid M. A. remember on the sport be tald me.” It does not appear, however, 
that any definite plan had been resolved upon. The sea excursion, which Mr 
Lawson, in his History of the Gowrie Conspiracy, supposes to have been con- 
templated with the design of conveying Janies to Fast castle, was only meant to 
idford facilitieB for a meeting of the conspirators with a view to deliberation. 
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Logan’s iiftU letter is dated as late as ilic Inst of July, and yet it does not ap- 
pear that the nriter knew at that time of the Perth project, 'i'aking these facts 
in conjunction with the hare-brained character of Gowrie’s attempt, it seems 
highly probable, that although some scheme might be in agitation with Logan, 
and perhaps some other conspirators, the outrage of the fifth of August was the 
rash and premature undertaking of two liot-blooded fantastical young men, who 
probably wished to distinguish themselves above the rest of their assofuates in 
the plot. 

'J'he very scanty information that we possess respecting the character and 
previous habits of these two brothers, is quite in accordance with this view of 
the matter, and goes a good way to corroborate it. They are allowed, on all 
hands, to have been men of graceful exterior, of winning manners, well ad- 
vanced in the studies of the times, brave, and masters of their weapons. It is 
not necessary surely to prove at this time of day, how compatible all these 
qualifications are with a rash and headlong temper, completely subject to the 
control of the imagination — a turn of mind bordering upon frenzy. A man of 
quick perception, warm feeling, and ungoverned fancy, is, of all others, the 
most fascinating, when the world goes smoothly ; but he is of all others the 
most liable, having no guiding reason, to err most extravagantly in the serious 
business of life : being unstable as water,^ he is easily irritated and lashed 
into madness by adverse circumstances. How much GowTie was the dupe of his 
imagination, is evident from the fondness with which he clung to the delusions 
of the cabala, natural magic, and astrology. Armed (according to his own be- 
lief) with powers beyond the common race of man, doomed by his stars to 
achieve greatness, he laughed at danger, and was ready to neglect the cahaila- 
tions of worldly prudence alike in his aims, and the means by which he sought 
their attainment. The true st'ite of his brother’s mind is pouilrayed, incidental- 
ly, by Logan, in his first letter ; — ** Bot incase ye and M. A. R, forgader, be- 
cawse he is somqhat consety, for Godis saik be very var with his rakelese toyis 
of Padoa ; fibr he laid me ane of the strangest taillis of ane nobill man of I’adoa 
that ever I hard in ray lyf, resembling the lyk purpose.’’ This suggests at once 
the very picture of a young and hot-blooded man, whose brain had been dis- 
tracted, during his residence in Italy, with that country’s numerous legends of 
wild vengeance. Two such characters, brooding conjointly over real or fancied 
wrongs, were capable of projecting schemes, against which the most daring 
would remonstrate ; and irritated by the coldness of their friends, were, no 
doubt, induced to undertake the execution alone, and almost unassisted. 

It only remains to inquire what was the object which Gowrie proposed to 
himself, in his mad and treasonable attempt, and upon whose seconding he was 
to depend, suppose his design had succeeded.^ These two inquiries are in- 
separably connected, and have been rendered more interesting, by a late attempt 
to implicate the presbyterian party in the earl’s guilt. We are not a little as- 
tonished that such an attempt should have been made at this late period, when 
we recollect, that notwithstanding all the ill odour in which the presbyterian 
clergymen stood at court, not one of the thousand idle rumours to which 
Gowrie’s enterprise gave birth, tried to direct suspicion towards them. The sole 
grounds upon which such an accusation can rest for support, are the facts, — that 
Gowrie’s lather was a leader among the presbyterians, and his son strictly 
educated in that iaith ; that shortly after his arrival in Italy, he wrote one letter 
to a presbyterian minister ; and that some of the Edinburgh clergymen mani- 
fested considerable obstinacy in throwing discredit upon the reality of the con- 
spiracy. The two former are of themselves so weak, that we pass them over, 
the more willingly, that we shall immediately point out the motives irom which 
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Gowrie acted, and the eort of assistance upon which he really relied. The con- 
duct of the clergymen admits of an easy explanation. James, whose perception 
was nearly as acute as his character was weak, was fully jiensible of the ridicule 
to which he had exposed himself, by allowing hi^ desiro of money to lead him 
into so shallow a derice as Kuthven’s. In addition to this, he wished, upon all 
occasions, to appear as much of the hero as possible. The consequence was, 
that his edition of the stUry was so dressed up, as to render it inconsistent ; first, 
w'ith his well-known character ; secondly, with the most distant possibility of his 
having been deceived with the master’s pretences ; and, tliirdly, with the deposi- 
tions of the witnesses. Inconsistencies so startling were sufficient to justify some 
preliminary scepticism ; and if ever there was an occasion, where it was allowa- 
ble openly to call a king’s word in question, it was when James demanded, not 
merely that his party should hypocritically profess a belief which they did not en- 
tertain, but that they should, daringly and blasphemously, mix up this falbehood 
in the solemn services of devotion. A short time, however, was sufficient to 
c*.onvince the most incredulous of the truth of the conspiracy, stripped of the 
adventitious circumstiinces which the king linked with it ; and the obstinate re- 
cusancy of Brace the clergyman is sufficiently accounted for, by James’s insisting 
upon prescribing the manner in which he was to treat the matter, and by that 
individiial’iB overstrained notions of the guilt incurred by a minister, who allowed 
any one to dictate to him concerning the mode in which be was to conduct pub- 
lic worship. 

But Gowrie relied upon the support of no faction, religious or political. 
His sole motive seema to have been a fantastic idea of the duty incumbent upon 
him to revenge his father’s death. He is reported, on one occasion, when some 
one directed his attention to a person who had been employed as an agent 
against his father, to have said, ^^Aqtdla non captatmuscasy liuthven also ex- 
pressly declared to the king, when he held him prisoner in tlie closet, that his 
only object was to obtain revenge for the death of his father. The letters of 
Logan (except in one solitary instance, where a scheme of aggrandisement is 
darkly hinted at, and that as something quite irrelevant to the purpose they had 
on hand) harp on this string alone, proving that Gowrie and his friends seek 
only for the revange of that cawse.” The only members of the conspiracy 
who are known to us, are men likely enough to engage in sweb a cause, but 
most unlikely to be either leaders or followers in a union, where the parties 
were bound together by an attachment to certain political principles. The three 
conspirators are, the earl and his brother, such as we have already described 
them, and Logan of Kestalrig, a broken man — a retainer and partisan of Both- 
well a maintainer of thieves and sorners — a man who expressly objects to com- 

municating their project to. one who he fears vill disswade us fra owr purpose 
w* ressounes pf religion, quhilk I can never And if any more evidence 

were required to show how little Gojvrie relied upon the presbyteriaiis, we 
might allude to his anxiety that Logan should sound his brother, lord Home — 
a catholic. 

In short, every thing leads us to the opinion we have already announced, 
that th^ Kuthvens were instigated to their enterprise by feelings of private re- 
venge alone, and that they did not seek to make any political party* subservient 
to their purposes. It is to this isolated nature of their undertaking^its utter 
want of connexion with the political movements of the period—- that we*attnbtAe 
the circumstance of its history having so long remained unknown, ^and are satis- 
fied' that mueh of that history must ever remain a riddle. It is with it, as with 
the adventures bf the Iron Mask, and that whole class of events which seem 
political, merely because they befall persons who rank high in 'the state. They 

III. 2 G 
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generally appear more mysterious than they really are ; because, if no chance 
unveils them at the time, they stand too far apart from all 9 ther transactions, 
to receive any reflected light from theni.^ 

On the 9th of November, 1600, ivos born Charles, James’s second son, after- 
wards Charles 1. of England. With that country the king now carried on a 
close correspondence ; first, with the earl of Essex, whom, on hearing of his 
imprisonment, he besought Elizabeth to spare, and afterwards, with the earl of 
Northumberland, Sir Robert Cecil, and other influential men, on the subject of 
his title to the English succession, which was generally acknowledged by the 
distinguished men isoniiected with the English court. 

On the 28th of March, 1603, lillizabetli expired, having named James as her 
successor, who was acctirdingly proclaimed king of England. His claim to the 
succession arose from his relationship to Margaret, daughter of Henry VJl., 
who married .Tames IV. of Scotland, great-grandfather of James VI. Immedi- 
ately after Elizabeth’s decease, Sir Robert Carey, who had formerly been kindly 
entertained by James, set off on a private expedition to Scotland, to convey to 
the new sovereign the message, leaving London on Thursday morning, and 
stopping at his estate of Witherington on the way, from which he issued orders 
for proclaiming James at several places in the north of England, he reached 
Edinburgh on Saturday night, when the king had gone to bed, but, gaining ad- 
mission, saluted liim as king of England. Next morning Carey was created 
gentleman of the bed-chamber, and was at last elevated by Charles 1. to the 
title of earl of Monmouth. The regular messengers to .Tames, announcing liis 
succession, soon arrived. One of the attendants, Galled Davis, the king recog- 
nized as the author of a poem on the immortality of the soul, which seems to 
have given him high salisiiiction, and promised him his patronage, which he af- 
terwards faithfully bestowed. Indeed, James, as a patron of literary merit, is 
entitled to respectful observation. He bad already acted a munificent part in 
the foundation of the university of Edinburgh. 

On the Sunday after his accession, the king attended at the High churidi, 
and, after sermon, addressed the audience on bis affection for his Scottish sub- 
jects ; and after committing his children to the care of trusty nobles, and 
making arrangements for the management of Scottish business, he set off, with 
a small number of attendants, from his ancient kingdom, over which he had 
reigned for thirty-five years. The reception he met with on the way was very 
magnificent, especially at Sir Kobert Cecil’s, Sir Anthony Mildmay’s, and Mr 
Oliver Cromweirs.^ In his progress, many petitions were presented and 
granted — volumes of poems were laid before him by the university of Cambridge, 
and the honour of knighthood was conferred on no fewer than two hutidred and 
thirty-seven individuals. Even in these circumstances, however, he displayed 
his notions of royal prerogative, by ordering the recorder of Newark to execute 
a cut-purse, apprehended on the way. On reaching London, he added to the 
privy council six Scottish favourites, and also lord Montjoy, and lords Thomas 
and Henry Howard, the son and brother of the late duke of Norfolk ; and, on 
the 20th of May, created several peers. Numerous congratulations flowed in 
upon the king. The marquis de Rosni, afterwards duke of Sully, anived on 
the 1 5th of June. The following sketch of James as he appeared on this oc- 
casion to the marquis, is strong and striking : — He was upright and conneien- 
tibus ; he had eloquence and even erudition — ^but less of these than of penetra- 

this account of the conspiiticy and summary of the evidence, we use a masterly oonden- 
^tion of the matter of Mr Pitcaim’s documents which appeared in the Edinburgh Uttawry 
Joiynal. 

* Unde of the Protector. 
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lion and of the show of learning. He loved to hear discourses on niatten of 
state, and to have great enterprises proposed to him, which he discussed in a 
spirit of system and method, but without any idea of carrying them into eilect— 
for he naturally hated war, and still more to be personally engaged in it — wtis 
indolent in all his actions, except hunting, and remiss in aifairs,-^! indications 
of a soft and timid nature, formed to be governed.” The king entertained tlie 
marquis and his attendants at dinner ; when he spoke with contempt of Eliza- 
beth — a circumstance which probably arose from the control which he was con^ 
seious she had exercised over him, and especially the idea, which he expresses 
in one of the documents in the negotiations on an alliance with Spain, that she 
was concerned in the attempts of his Scottish enemies against him — and also of 
a double marriage he desired, between the French and English royal families. 

The queen followed James a few weeks after his arrival, having on the eve 
of her departure quarreled with the earl of Mar, to whom James had committed 
the care of prince Henry, and whose letter to her, advising her not to treat 
him with disrespect, excited the passion of that high-spirited woman. She was 
crawned, along with her husband, on the 25th of July, by arclibishop Whitgift, 
with all the ancient solemnity of that imposing c»)reinoiiy. He soon after, by 
proclaniatioii, called upon his subjects to solemnize the 5th of August in honour 
of his escape from the Ijowrie conspiracy. 

At the coumieiiceinent of the following year was held the famous Hampton- 
court cuiiierence. Hn the tirst day, a few select individuals only were admitted 
to the king ; on the following, four puritan ministers, chosen by the king him- 
self, appeared — and his majesty presided as nuHlerator. He conversed in Latin, 
and engaoed in dispute with Hr Ileynolds. lii aiisner to an objection against 
the Apocrypha shirted by that learned divine, the king interpreted one of the 
cliapters of Ecclesiasiicus, according to his own ideas. He also pronounced an 
unmeasured attack on presbytery, which he said, agreed as well with monarchy 
as God and the devil.” — Stay,” he added, ‘‘ I pray, for one seven years, 
before you demand ; and then, if you find me grown pursy and fat, 1 may per- 
chance hearken unto you. Fur that government will keep me in breath,, and 
give me work enough,” On tliis occasion, Bancroft, bishop of London, flattered 
him as “ such a king, as, since Christ's time, the like had not been,” — and 
Whitgift professed to believe that his majesty spoke under the special influence 
of the Holy Spirit. With such flattery, is it to be greatly wondered at, that 
the king esteemed himself an accomplished theological disputant P Indeed, the 
whole conference seems to have been managed in a most unreasonable manner. 
It was followed by a proclainatiun enforcing conformity, and a iminber of 
puritans, both clergy and laity, severely suflered. 

In March, 1604, the king, the queen, and the prince, rode in splendid pro- 
cession from the Tower to Whitehall ; and, at the meeting of parliament, a few 
days after, James delivered his first speech to that assembly. One part of it ex- 
cited general disapprobation — that in which he expressed himself willing to 
favour the Roman catholics — a feeling on his part which probably arose from 
the prospects aflbrded liiiu of friendship with countries so powerful as France 
and Spain, and also, perhaps, from some degree of attachment to the Romish 
faith, os that of his royal ancestors. At this meeting of parliament, the king 
also brought forward his favourite proposal of a union betwixt England and 
Scotland, the result of which was the appointment of a committee for drawings 
up articles of union ; one of the most zealous members of which was Sir Frafleis 
Bacon. To this great man James showed great attachment ; and, even if Sir 
FrAii had not proved himself to be devoted with peculiar ardour to the king, 
it may be supposed that he w'ould liare been regarded by the latter with peculiar 
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pride, from that splendid series of publications which he had already begun to 
publish, and of which ** The Advancement of Eeaming,’* Vith a very flat- 
tering dedication to the king, came forth in 1605. ' 

A great' part of the summer following the meeting of parliament, the king 
devoted to his favourite sport of hunting — his attachment to which continued 
through life, even when corpulence, arising from excess in drinking, which was 
a noted fault of James, had unfitted him for every active exercise. About this 
time, we find him engaged in <*irranging a marriage between Sir Philip Herbert 
and lady Susan Yere ; writing from Koyston to the council, that hunting was 
the only means to maintain his health, desiring them to take the charge and 
burden of afiTairs, and foresee that he should not be interrupted ner troubled with 
too much business ; and inquiring into the case of Haddock, called the sleeping 
preacher^ from his being said to deliver excellent sermons, and speak excellent 
Greek and Hebrew in the midst of sleep, although very stupid when awake, 
who was brought by the king, to confess that the whole was an imposture. But 
James was soon placed in a more serious situation, by the celebrate Gunpowder 
Plot, which was discovered on the 5th of November, for that day parliament 
had been summoned. A letter was *found* supposed to have been written by the 
sister of lord Monteagle, who, though approving of the conspiracy, and the wife 
of one of the conspirators, wished to preserve her brother from the meditated 
ruin. On examination, barrels of gunpowder were found deposited bcdow the 
place where parliament was just about to meet, and the very train and match 
for the discliarge of their contents were in readiness. The conspirators were, 
with considerable difiiculty, discovered, and were found to comprehend some 
Jesuits ; and to have been united by their common attachment to the Homan 
catholic religion, which in h^nghind had been lately ti^ated with increased 
severity. Indeed there is much reason to believe that the plot in some degree 
depended on Spanish influence. At the meeting of parliament, a few days after- 
wards, James expatiated at great length on this terrible conspiracy ; but still 
expressed himtelf indulgent to the English catholics. Shortly after appeared 
A Discourse on the Gunpowder Plot,^’ which is supposed to have been the 
composition of the lung. The cuinspirators were condemned, and acts against 
the catholics were passed in parliament; but James continued to discover his 
unwillingness to treat them with severity. 

In July, 1606, he received a visit from the king of Denmark, who was wel- 
comed with imposing splendour. Prince Vandemont, a bVench relative of 
James, also paid a visit about this time to his royal kinsman. In November, 
the king again supported, before the parliament, his favourite scheme of a 
union between his fi^cottisli and English kingdoms. The folly wing passages give 
a curious example of his mode of conversation. The circumstances are given by 
I'nrrington, as having occurred about this time: — He engaged much of 
learning, and showed me his own in such a sort as made me remember my 
examiner ht Cambridge aforetime. He sought much to know my advances in 
philosophy, and introduced profound sentences of Aristotle, and sucb-like writers, 
whicJi 1 had never read, and which some are bold enough to say, others do not 
understand.’' — “ The prince did now press my reading to him part of a canto 
in Ariosto, praised ray utterance, and said he had been informed of many as to 
my learning, in the time of the queen. He asked me what I thought pure wit 
was made of, and when it did best hevxme ; whether a king should not be the 
best clerk in his own txmntry ; and if this land did not entertain good opinion 
of his learning and good wisdom. His majesty did next press for my opinion 
touching the power of Satan in matlen of witchcraft, and asked me witk..much 
‘gravity, if 1 did truly understand wliy the devil did work more with ancient 
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ivomen than Hit majetty asked much concerning my opinion of the 

new weed tobacco, and said it would, by its use infuse ill quidities on the 
brain, and that no learned man ought to taste it, and wished it forbidden. 
After discoursing on religion, at length he said 1 pray you, do me justice in 
your report, and in good season 1 will not fail to add to your understanding, in 
such points as 1 may find you lack amendment.” Before this time the king 
had published not only his Demonology,” but also A Counterblast to 
Tobacco.” 

In 1607, he published an answer to a work by Tyrone, and soon after his 

Triplici nodo triplex Cuneiis,” — a defence of an oath which was imposed on 
foreigners by an act of parliament, after the Gunpowder Plot. In 1609, he re- 
published it, with a deditntion to all Christian kings and princes, answers having 
been previously made to it by Bellarinine, and other writers. This has been 
considered as among the best of the king’s productions, and is characterized by 
a late historian of his court, as a learned defence of protestant principles, an 
acute exposure of the false statements and false reasonings of Bellarinine, and a 
vigorous but not intemperate manifesto against papal usurpation and tyranny ; 
yet a vain and useless ostentation ' of pbrts and knowledge : and a truer 
judgment, by admonishing the royal author of the incompatibility of the polemi- 
cal character with the policy and dignity of a sovereign, would have spared him 
the numerous mortifications and inconveniences which ensued.”'^ 

One great cause of the king^s unpopularity was his excessive favour for a 
Scotsman of the name of Carr. In February, 1610, at the meeting of parlia- 
ment, he did not appear in person, but he had the mortification soon after, of 
having his plan of a union disapproved by parliament, and a supply to himself 
refused. They were accordingly summoned to meet the king at Whitehall, 
where he explained to them his singular views of royal prerogative. The same 
year, Henry was appointed prince of Wales, on which occasion the ceremonies 
were continued for three days. 

In 1611, James, when on a hunting expedition, received a book on the Na- 
ture and Attributes of God, by Conrad Vorstiiis. The king selected several 
doctrines which he considered heresies, and wrote to the Dutch government, 
signifying his di8approbation-,»-.Y orstius having lately received a professorship 
of divinity at Leyden, as successor of Arminius. He also ordered the book to 
be burned in London. Soon after, Bartholomew Legate was brought into bis 
presence, ^accused of professing Arianism in the capital, after which he continued 
for some time in Newgate, and was then burned at Smithfield. About the same 
time a similar example of barbarous intolerance occurred. But it was in the same 
year that our English translation of the Bible was published — an undertaking 
wliich the king had set on foot, at the suggestion of Dr Reynolds, in 1604, 
u hich had been executed by forty-seven divines, whom James furnished with in- 
slruction» for the work ; and the fulfilment of which has been justly remarked 
as an event of very high importance in the history of the language, as well as of 
the religion of Great Britain. About the end of this year, the king founded a 
college^'at Chelsea, for controversial theology, with a view to answer the papists 
and puritans. His own wants, however, now led him to create the title of 
baronet, which was sold for £1000 ; and a man might purchase the rank of 
baron for £5000^- of viscount for £10,000, and of an earl for £20,000. 
He also sufiered about this time, by the death of the earl of Salisbury, whom he 
visited in his illness. But a domestic loss awaited him — which, however, it is said, 
occasioned him slighter suffering than might have been expected, although the 
nation felt it as a painful stroke. During preparations for the marriage of the 
* Aiken’s Court of James. 
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princess, the king’s daughter, to the elector palatine, who arriieed in England 
for the purpose on the 16th of October, 1613, prince Henry was cut oif by 
death, on the 6th of November, having been taken ill the very day before the 
elector’s arrival. This young prince was eminently distinguish^ by piety 
and honour, amiable manners and literary habits. His death-bed was cheered 
by the practice and consolations of the religion to which, amidst the seductions 
of a court, he had adhered in life, and he died, lamented by his &mi]y and 
country, in the nineteenth year of his age. 

In February, 1613, the princess Elizabeth was married to the elector pala- 
tine — not, it is said, without the dissatisfaction of her father. The preparations, 
however, were of the most splendid kind ; so that means were again adopted to 
supply the royal wants, as also in the following year. 

In 1615, .Tames paid a visit to the university of Cambridge, where he re- 
sided ill Trinity college, and was received with many literary exhibitions, in 
the form of disputations, sermons, plays, and orations. In this year he wrote 
his Remonstrance for the right of kings, and the independence of their crowns,” 
in answer to a speech delivered at Paris in January by cardinal Perron, who 
sent it to James. This year also o<k:urred the celebrated trials for the murder 
of Overbury, in the examinations previous to which James personally engaged. 
He had now lost his enthusiastic attachment to Carr, the person chiefly accused 
of this foul deed, whom he had created earl of Somerset, and who had lately 
been replaced in his aflections by VilHers, the royal cup-bearer, whom he 
knighted, and appointed a gentleman of the bed-chamber, and whom he gi*adu- 
ally advanced, until he was created duke of Buckiiighaiii* 

In 1017, after some changes in the court, Janies paid a visit to Scotland, 
leaving Bacon as principal administrator in his absenc.e. On this oct^sibn 
literary exhibitions were presented to him by the universities of Edinburgh and 
St Andrews, and he also amused himself with his favourite sport. But he soon 
pro(;eeded to eiiforf;e the customs of the ICnglish hierarchy on the Scottish 
people — a measure which, notwithstanding coiisidercable encourugeuient from a 
General Assembly, which had been convoked with a view to the proposed altera- 
tions, the nation in general deemed an infringement of a promise he had made 
many years before, and which they succeeded, to a considerable degree, in 
resisting. 

The following year was marked by another act of cruelty. Sir Walter Ral- 
eigh, who had been confined in tlie Tower for twelve years, on the charge of 
having been engaged in a Spanish conspiracy, but had at last obtained release 
from his imprisonment, was condemned and executed, in consequence of his 
marked misconduct in an expedition to explore a mine in Guiana, which he had 
represented to the king as well fitted to enrich his exchequer. His execution, 
it will scarcely be doubted, was owing to the influence of Gondomor, the Sjianisb 
ambassador, and enemy of Raleigh at the English court, in prospect of a mar- 
riage between prince Charles and the Spanish infanta. Soon after the queen 
died, — a woman who seems to have been by no means destitute of estimable 
qualities, but still more remarkable for the splendour of her entertainments, to 
which Ben Jonson and other writers contributed largely of their wit Indeed 
that eminent dramatist seems to have been a person of considerable consequence 
at the English court At this time James’s own literary character was exhibited 
to the world in a folio edition of his works, edited, with a preface well supplied 
with flattery, by the bishop of Winchester. Soon after, on an application from 
prince Maurice for the appointment of some English divines, as members of a ooun- 
cii for the settlement of the controversy between the Arminians and Gomanists, 
which was held at Dort in November, 1618, five learned men were nominated on 
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commissioii, directed by James to recommend to the contending parties the 
avoidance, in public instruction, of the controverted topics. His favour to the 
church of England was manifested about the same time by his treatment of the cele- 
brated Selden, who had written a work on the history of tithes,” in which he 
held the injustice of considering the alienation of what had once been church- 
lands to any other than ecclesiastical purposes, to be in every case an act of sacri- 
lege. For this work the king required an explanation, and it was shortly after- 
wards prohibited by the high commission court. The nation in general was 
displeased with the rigour of the king’s administration ; with the plan, which he 
had not yet abandoned, of a marriage between his son and the infanta of Spain ; 
and with the favouritism which he manifested, especially towards Villiers, whose 
connexions called on him for bountiful provisions, which the king, at his re- 
quest, with gross facility, conceded. 

In 1620, the circumstances of his son-in-law, the elector palatine, began to 
occupy the particular attention of the king. That prince, after having been 
chosen king by the Bohemians, who had thrown off the Austrian sway, and re- 
ceived support from various states of liermany, being at last in a very perilous 
condition, and on the 8th November, 1620, defeated at the battle of Prague. 
After much delay, in which he carried on a diplomatic interference, James at last 
agreed to send a supply of chosen men. But he soon resigned this active in- 
terference in his beh.alf ; he called in vain for a benevolence from his wealthy 
subjects, to enable him, as he said, to give him a vigorous support, in the event 
of future urgency ; and, finally, summoned a parliament, which had not met 
for many years, to deliberate on the subject. It met in January, 1621, — a par- 
liament memorable for the investigation it made into the conduct of lord Bacon, 
and the sentence it pronounced on that distinguished man, who had published 
only a short time before, the second part of his immortal ** Novum Organum.” 
The king, however, had previously promised him either freedom from such a 
sentence, or pardon after it, and Bacon accordingly was soon released from im- 
prisonment, and, in three years after, fully pardoned by the king. This parlia- 
ment also granted supplies to James, but in the same year refused farther sup- 
plies to the cause of the palatine. James adjourned it in spite of the remon- 
strance of the house of commons ; and on the same day occurred a well-known 
conversation of the king and the bishops Neale and Andrews : My lords,” said 
the king, cannot 1 take my subjects’ money when 1 want it, without all this 
formality in parliament ?” “ God forbid, sir,” said Neale, “ but you should — 

you are the breath of our nostrils.” — Well, my lord,” rejoined his majesty to 
Andrews, ** and what say you ?” He excused himself on the ground of igno- 
rance in parliamentary matters. “ No put-oif, my lord,” said James, “ answer 
me presently.” “ Then, sir,” said the excellent prelate, “ I think it lawful for 
you to take my brother Neale’s money, for he offers it” The king, however, 
had himself recommended to this parliament the investigation of abuses, and 
especially inveighed against corruption and bribery in courts of law. In this 
year he conferred the seals, which Bacon had resigned, upon Williams, afterwards 
bishop of Lincoln, who induced him to deliver the earl of Northumberland from 
imprisonment ; and soon after, he very creditably interfered for the continuanc:e 
of archbishop Abbot in his office, after he had involuntarily committed an act of 
homicide. 

Parliament meeting again in February, 1622, the commons prepared a re- 
monstrance to the king on the dissatisfaction which was generally felt with the 
position of affiiirs, boffi at home and abroad, and calling on him to resist the 
measures of the king of Spain — to enforce the laws against popery — marry his 
ton to a protestant — support protestantism abroad, and give his sanction to the 
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bills which they should pass with a view to the interest of the nation. On hear* 
ing of this prooeedingr, the king addressed an intemperate letter to the speaker^ 
asserting as usual, tlie interest of his prerogative-royal,” It was answered by 
the commons in a manly and loyal address, to which the king replied in a let- 
ter still more intemperate than the former. The commons, notwithstanding, 
drew up and recorded a protest, dainiing the right of delivering their sentiments, 
and of deciding freely, without exposure to impeachment from their speeches in 
parliamentary debate, and proposing that, should there be objection made to any 
thing said by a member in the house, it should be officially reported to the 
king, before he should receive as true any private statement on the subject. 
This protest the king tore out of the journal of the house, ordered the deed to 
be registered, and imprisoned several of the* individuals concerned, who, how- 
ever, were soon afterwards liberated. But James still maintained his own au- 
thority; he strictly prohibited the -general discussion of political subjects, and 
enjoined on the clergy a variety of rules, guarding them against preaching on 
several subjects, some of i^hich must be regarded os important parts of the sys- 
tem which it is the duty of the clergy to proclaim. 

On the 1 7th of Febiwry, 1623, prince Charles and the marquis of Bucking- 
ham set off on a visit to Spain, with a view to the marriage of the former with 
the infanta — although the king had resisted the proposal of this journey, which 
had been urgently made by the prince and Buckingham. On the circumstance 
being known in England, the favourite was loudly blamed, and the prince sus- 
pected of an attachment to popery. The travelers proceeded in disguise, 
visited Paris for a single day, and reached Madrid on the 6th of March. The 
earl of Bristol, the English ambassador, met them with surprise. James corre- 
sponded with them in a very characteristic mqnner, and sent a large supply of 
jewels and other ornaments, as a present for the infanta. ' The Spaniards were 
generally anxious for the consummation of the marriage.- But the pope, un- 
willing to grant a dispensation, addressed to Charles a letter entreating him to 
embrace the Homan catholic religion, ito which the prince replied in terms ex- 
pressive of respect for the Romish church. > . 

Accordingly, all was prepared for Uie marriage, which was appointed to tako 
place on the 29th of August. But before the day arrived, pope tiregory had 
died — a circumstance which destroyed the force of the matrimonial articles; 
and the prince left Spain in the mi^t of general demonstrations of attachment 
to his penon, and inclination towards the intended marriage. On his way to 
England, however, he discovered a coldness towards the measure, and shortly 
after his arrival in October, the king acceding to the proposal of the favourite, 
who was displeased at his reception in Spain, a letter was sent to the earl of 
Bristol, ordering him not to grant the proxy which was required according to 
the treaty, after the papal dispensation was obtained, before security should be 
given by Spain for the restoration of the Palatine. But even after the king of 
Spain had agreed to this proposal, James, persuaded by the favourite, expressed 
a wish that ihe matter should be broken offi But the low state of pecuniary 
resources into which these negotiations had reduced the English king, induced 
him to call a parliament, which met February, 1624, to which he submitted the 
matters about which he was now particularly interested. It offered supplies to 
the king for a war with Spain. War was declared, and the favourite of the 
king became the hivourite of a large proportion of the nation. About the same 
time, an accusation of Buckingham, for his conduct in regard to Spain and 
Bohemia, was presented secretly to the king by the marquis Inojosa It threw 
his majesty into excessive agitation; and on setting out for Windsor, he repulsedl 
the duke, as ho offered to enter the royal carriage. The duke inquired, with 
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ienTBy in what respect he had transgressed, but received only tears and reproaishes 
in return. On receiving an answer by Williams, to the charges against the 
duke, he aguin received him into favour, and soon after broke off oil friendly 
negotiations mth Spain. He resisted, however — though not successfully — the 
proposal of Bucldngham and Charles, that he should impeach the lord treasurer, 
on the ground of corruption in office. He also resisted — with much better 
reason — the petition of Buckingham, that the earl of Bristol should be forced to 
submit, exclaiming 1 were to be accounted a tyrant to engage an innocent 
man to confess faults of which he was not guilty/’ The earl, however, was pre- 
vented from appearing in the presence of the king, who also cautioned the par- 
liament against seeking out grievances to remedy, although they might apply a 
cure to obviously existing ones. 

June, 1624, was occupied by the king and Buckingham in carrying on 
measures for a marriage between prince Charles and Henrietta Maria, sister of 
Louis XllL and daughter of Henry IV. ; and on the 10th of November, a dis- 
pensation having been with some difficulty obtained from the pope, the nuptial 
articles were signed at Paris; But in the spring of 1G25, the king, whose con- 
stitution had previously suffered severely, was seized with ague, of which he died 
at Theobald’s on the 27th of March, in the 59th year of his age. He was buried 
in Westminster abbey, and the funeral sermon was preached by Williams. 

On the character of James, so palpable and generally known, it is not neces- 
sary to offer many observations. Much of his conduct is to be attributed in a 
great measure to his political advisers, who were often neither wise nor faithful. 
His own character embraced luany combinations of what may be almost denomi- 
nated inconsistencies. He was peculiarly subject to the* influence of favour- 
ites, and yet exceedingly disposed to interfere with the course of political 
affairs. Indeed, to his warm and exclusive attachments, combined with his ex- 
travagant ideas of his own office and authority, may be traced the principal er- * 
rors of his reign. He was, accordingly, irresolute, and yet often too ready to 
comply ; sensible to feeling, and yet addicted to severity ; undignified in man- 
ner, and yet tyrannical in government. Erring as was his judgment, his 
learning cannot be denied, though the use he often made of it, and especially 
the modes in which he showed it in the course of conversation, have been, with 
reason, the subjects of amusement His superstition was great, but perhaps not 
excessive for the age in which he lived ; and it is said, that in his later days 
he put no faith in witchcraft His religion was probably in some degree sin- 
cere, though neither settled nor commanding. Neither his writings nor his 
political courses, it is to be feared, have done much directly to advance the in* 
terests of liberal and prudent policy ; but in both there are pleasing specimens 
of wisdom, and both may teach us a useful lesson, by furnishing a melancholy 
view of the nature and tendency of tyranny, even when in some degree con- 
trolled by the checks of parliamentary influence and popular opinion. 

JAMESONE, Gkoroe, the first eminent painter produced by Britain, was bom* 
at Aberdeen towards the end of the 16th century. The year 1586 has been given 
as the precise era of his birth, but this we can disprove by an extract which 
has been furnished to us from the burgh records of his native town, and which 
shows that the eldest child of his parents (a daughter) was born at such a period 
of this year, as rendered it impossible that he could have been bom within some 
months of it^ It is alone certain that the date of the painter’s birth was 

^ The marriage of the parents of Jamesone is thus entered in these burgh records: 

** Thair is promess of marriage betwix 
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posterior to 1586. Of the private life of this distinguished man few parti* 
culars are known; and of these few a portion rest on rather doubtful au- 
thority. Previously to his appearance, no man had so far succeeded in at- 
tracting the nation^ attention of Scotland to productions in painting, as to ren- 
der an artist a person whose appearance in the country was to be greatly 
marked : at that period of our history, too, men had other matters to occupy 
their minds ; and it may well be l)elieved, that, in passing through the Aery or- 
deal of the times, many men who in peace and prosperity might have had their 
minds attracted to the ornamental arts, were absorbed in feelings of a very dif- 
ferent order, which hardly allowed them an opportunity of knowing, far less of 
indulging in the elegant occupations of peace, llie father of Jamesoiie was 
Andrew Jamesone, burgess of guild of Aberdeen, and his mother was Marjory 
Anderson, daughter of David Anderson, one of the magistrates of that city. 
What should have prompted the parents of the young painter to adopt the very 
unusual measure of sending their son from a quiet Areside in Aberdeen, to study 
under Peter Paul liubens in Antwerp, must remain a mystery. The father is 
said to have been an architect, and it is probable that he had knowledge enough 
of art to remark the rising genius of his child, and was liberal enough to per- 
ceive the height to which the best foreign education might raise the possessor of 
that genius. If a certain Flemish building projecting into one of the nar- 
row streets of Aberdeen, and known by the name of “ Jamesone's house,” be 
the production of the architectural talents of the elder Jamesone, as the period 
of the style may render not unlikely, he must have been a man of taste and 
judgment. Under Rubens, Jamesone had for his fellow scholar Sir Anthotiy 
Vandyke, and the early intercourse of these two artists had the eAect of making 
the portraits of each be mistaken for those of the other. In 1620, Jamesone 
returned to Aberdeen, and established himself as a portrait-painter. He there, 
* on the 1:2th of November, 1621, married Miss Isobel J'osh,^ a lady with whom he 
seems to have enjoyed much matrimonial felicity, and who, if we may judge by 
her husband’s representation of her in one of his best pictures,^ must have been a 
person of very considerable attractions ; he had by her seveml children, of whom 
the sons seem to have all met early deaths, a daughter being the only child ho left 
behind him.^ 

Soon after the aliove entry, there occurs one regarding the baptism of their eldest child, the 
sister of the painter, in tliese terms : 

** The penult day July, 1586. Ando. Jamesone, Maijore Andersono, dochtar in mareage, 
cullit Elspett ; James Iiubertsoii, Edward Donaldson, Eispall Cutlet, Eispatt Mydilton, wit- 
nesses.** 

* The marriage is thus entered in the burgh records: ** 12th November, 1624, George 
Jamesoune, Isobell 'rosche.” 

* This picture represents the painter himself, and his wife and daughter. The grouping is 
very neat, and the attitudes of the hands as free from stiffness as those of almost any picture 
of the age. The daughter is a fine round-cheeked spirited-looking girl, apparently awut 12 
years old. Walpole sa)S this picture was painted in 1623. From the oate of Jamesone *s 
marriage, this must be a mistake. This picture was engraved by Alexander Jamesone, 
a descendant of tlie ' pidnter, in 1728, and a very neat line engraving of it is to be found in 
Dallaway’s edition of Walpole's Anecdotes. 

* The following entry in the council records of Aberdeen relates to the birth of one of 

Jamesone’s children : 1629 yieris — George Jamesone and — ■ -Toche, ane gone, bap- 

tised be Mr Robert Baron the 27th day of July, collit William*, Mr Patrick Done, Robert 
Alexander, Andrew Meldrum, William Gordone, god-fothers.*’ The next noUce of him 
which we find in the same authority shows, that on the 2d January 1630, he was present at 
the baptism of a child of ** JarnOs Toshe,” probably a relatiqn of his wife, at which, it may 
be mentioned, William Forbes, bishop of Edinburgh, officiated. ^ In October of tlie same year 
we find him again demanding a similar duty for his own family : October, 1630 yeires, 
George Jamesone and IsobeJl Tosiie, ane sone, baptised the 27th day, c^lit Pauli ; Pauli 
Menzies of Kinmundie provest, Mr Alexander Jaifray, bailzie, Mr David Wedderbume, 
Mr Robert Patrie, Patrick Jack, Patrick Fergusson, Andrew Strachan, godfiilhera. *’ This 
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A curious eyidence of the locality of Jamesone^s residence in Aberdeen is to be 
found in an epigram on that city, by the painter’s intimate friend Arthur 
Johnstone, author of the Latin version of the Psalms. It is interesting, as 
proving that Jamesone possessed what was then seldom to be found in Scotland, 
a habitation, which added to the mere protection from the inclemency of the 
seasons, some attempt to acquire the additions of comfort and taste. The epf*' 
gram proceeds thus : — 

I'Janc quoqutt Lanaris metis omat, amcBiiior illis, 

Hiiic ferrugineis Spada colorut aquis : 

I tide suburbanum Jamesoni despids horium 
Quern domini picium suspidor esse manu. 

In A Succinct Survey of the famous city of Aberdeen, by Philopoliteiiis,’* the 
passage is thus '' done ” into what the author is pleased to term ** English 

** The Woolman hill, which all the rest outvies 
In pleasantness, this city beautifies ; 

There Is the well of Spa, that healthful font, 

Whose yme-hewed water coloureth the mount ; 

Not far from thence a garden’s to be seen 
Which unto Jamesone did appertain : 

Wherein a little pleasant house doth stand, 

Painted as 1 guess with its master’s hand.” ‘ 

Jamesone appears to have been in Edinburgh during the visit of king Charles 
the First in the year 1633. I'o gratify the taste of that prince he was employed 
by the magistrates to paint portaits, as nearly resembling probable likenesses 
as he could devise, of some of the real or supposed early kings of' Scot- 
land. These productions had the good fortune to give satisfaction, and the un- 
happy king, who had soon far different matters to occupy his attention, sat for 
his portrait, and rewarded the artist with a diamond ring from his own finger. 
It is alleged that the painter was on this occasion indulged with a permission to 
remain covered in the presence of majesty, a circumstance which is made to 
account for his having always represented himself (and he was not sparing in 

is a curious evidence of Jamesone’s respectability as a citizen. Paul, afterwards Sir Paul 
Meiizies, a man of coiisidorable note in Aberdeenshire, and provost of the city, appears to 
have been namc-fiither, and Alexander Jaflrey, another of the sponsors, was himself after- 
wards provost. The extractor of tiiese entries remarks, that the chief magistrate appears to 
have acted as sponsor only at the baptisms of the children of very influenti^ citizens. 

^ With farther reference to this piece of pleasure ground, and an anxiety to collect every 
scrap of matter which i^oncerns Jamesone, we give the following entiy^ regarding a petition, 
of uate the I5th of January, 1645, given in to the town council of Aberdeen by ** Mr John 
Alexander, advocate in Edinburgh, makand mention that where that piece of ground callit 
tlie play-field bes)d Wolman-Tiill (quhilk was set to umquhiil George Jamesone, paiiiter, 
burges of Edinburgh in liferent, and buildet be him in a ganien) is now unprofitable, and 
that the said John Alexander, sorie in law to the said umquiiill George Jamesone, is desirous 
to have the same peice of ground set to him in few heritublie to be houlden of the provest, 
bailzies, and of the burgho of Aberdene, for payment of a reasonable tew dutie }eirlie their- 
for;” prating the magistrates to set to him in feu tack the foresaid piece of ground; the 
request is granted by the magistrates, and farther official mention is made of the transaction 
of date the 10th November, 1646, where the “ marches ” of the garden are set foith in full. 
This piece of ground was the ancient ** Play.field ” of the burgh, which remained disused, 
after the Reformation liad terminated the pageants and m}Steries there performed. Persons 
ronnected with A^rdeen will know tlie spot when they are informed, that it is the piece of 
flat ground extending from the well of Spa to Jack’s bme, bounded on the east by the Wool, 
man hill, and the bum running at its foot ; on the south, by the Denbuni, and the ridge of 
ground on which Skene street now stands; on the west by Jack’s brae, and on the norm by 
the declivity occupied by the Gilcomston brewery. The appropriation of the spot to the 
garden of the painter is still noted by the name of a fountain, called The Garden Neuk 
Well.”—- Conncj/ Jiecord of Aberdeen, liii. p. 37, 98. 
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portraits of himself,) with his hat on : neither is the permission characteristic of 
the monarch, nor its adoption by the artist ; and the peculiarity may be better 
attributed to a slavish imitation of his master Rubens, in a practice which had 
been sanctioned by the choice of Carracci and Guido. 

^ It is probable that the patronage and notice of the monarch were the cir- 
cumstances which introduced the paintings of Janiesone to the notice of the 
nobility. He appears, soon after the period we have alluded to, to have com- 
menced a laborious course of portrait-painting, then, as now, the most lucrative 
branch of the art ; and the many portraits of their ancestors, still in possession 
of families dispersed through various parts of Scotland, attest the extent of his 
industry. The Campbells of Glenorchy, then an opulent and powerful family, 
distinguished themselves by their patronage of Jainesone. What countenance 
he may have obtained from other quarters we do not know, and the almost utter 
silence regarding so great a man on the part of contemporaries, makes a docu- 
ment which Walpole has rescued from oblivion, relative to his labours for the 
family of Glenorchy, highly interesting. From a MS. on vellum, containing 
the genealogy of the house of Glenorchy, begun in 1598, are taken the fol- 
lowing extracts, written in 1635 , page 52 : — Item, the said Sir Coline Camp- 
bell, (eighth laird of Glenorchy,) gave unto George Jamesone, painter in Edin- 
burgh, for king Robert and king David Bruysses, kings of Scotland, and Charles 
1., king of Great Brittane, France, and Ireland, and his majesties quein, and 
for nine more of the queins of Scotland, their portraits, qiihilks are set up in the 
hall of Balloch (now Tayrnouth), the sum of twa hundreth thrie scor pounds.’’ — 
Mair the said Sir Coline gave to the said George Jamesone for the knight of 
Lochow’s lady, and the lirst countess of Argylle, and six of the ladys of Glen- 
urquhay, their portraits, and the said Sir (3oline his own portrait, quhilks are 
set up in the chalmer of deas of Balloch, ane hundreth four scoire punds.”*’ 
There is a further memorandum, intimating that in 1635 , Jainesone painted the 
family tree of the house of Glenorchy, eight feet long by five broad. What 
may have become of the portraits of Robert and David Bruce, and of the nine 
queens, which must have taxed the inventive talents of the artist, we do not 
know. Their loss may be, however, of little consequence, as we can easily ar- 
gue from the general effect of Jamesone^s productions, that his talent consisted 
in giving life and expression to the features before him, and not in design. 
The other paintings have, however, been carefully preserved by the family 
into whose hands they fell. They consist of portraits of Sir Duncan Campbell, 
the earl of Airth, John earl of llothes, James marquis of Hamilton, Archibald 
lord Napier, William earl of Marischal, chancellor Loudoun, lord Binning, the 
earl of Mar, Sir Robert Campbell, Sir John Campbell, and the genealogi<nl 
tree mentioned in the memorandum. All these are, we believe, still to be seen 
in good preservation in Tayrnouth castle, where in 1769 they were visited by 
Pennant, who thus describes the genealogical tree : That singular performance 
of his, the genealogical picture, is in good preservation. The chief of the Ar- 
gyle family is placed recumbent at the foot of a tree, with a branch; on the 
right is a single head of his eldest son. Sir Duncan Campbell, laird of Lochow ; 
but on the various ramiftcations are the names of his descendants, and along the 
body of the tree are nine small heads, in oval frames, with the names on the 
margins, all done with great neatness : the second son was first of the house of 
Breadalbane, which branched from the other above four hundred years ago. 
In a corner is inscribed ‘ The Geiieoli^ie of the House of Glenorquhie, qiihair- 
of is descendit sundrie nobil and worthie houses. Jomeson faciebai, 1635 .”?^ 
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After a life ivhich must have been spent in great industry, and enjoying inde* 
pendence, and even wealth, Jamesone died at Edinbuigh in 1644, and was 
buried without a monument in the Grey Friars’ church there. 

Walpole, who obtained his information from a relation of the painter, says, 
By his will, written with his own hai^ in July, 1641, and breathing n spirit 
of much piety and benevolence, he provides kindly for his wife and diildren, 
and leaves many legacies to his relations and friends, particularly to lord Rothes 
the king’s picture from head to foot, and Mary with Martha in one piece : to 
William Murray he gives the medals in his coffer; makes a '.handsome provision 
for his natural daughter ; and bestows liberally on the poor. That he should be 
in a condition to do all this, seems extraordinary, his prices having been so 
moderate ; for, enumerating the debts due to him, he charges lady Haddington 
for a whole length of her husband, and lady Seton, of the same dimensions, 
frames and all, but three hundred marks : and lord Maxwell for his own picture 
and his lady’s to their knees, one hundred marks, both sums of Scots money 
The average remuneration which Jamesone received for his portraits is calculated 
at twenty pounds Scots, or one*pound thirteen shillings and four pence sterling. 
People have wondered at the extreme smallness of the sum paid to so great an 
«*irtist ; but, measured by its true standard, the price of necessary provisions, it 
was in reality pretty considerable, and may easily be supposed to have enabled 
an industrious man to amass a comfortable fortune. Walpole continues, Mr 
Jamesone (the relation from whom the facts of the account were received), has 
likewise a memorandum written and signed by this painter, mentioning a MS. 
in his possession, * containing two hundred leaves of parchment of excellent 
write, adorned with diverse historys of our Saviour curiously limned,’ which he 
values at tw'o hundred pounds sterling, a very large sum at that time ! What is 
become of that curious book is not known.” It is probable that the term 
sterling ” affixed to the sum, is a mistake. It was seldom if ever used in Scot- 
land at the period when Jamesone lived. We are not given to understand that 
the limning ” was of the painter’s own work, and w'e are not to presume he 
was in possession of a volume, superior in value to the produce of many years 
labour in his profession. The manuscripts, though mentioned with an estimation 
so disproportionate to that of the works of its proprietor, was probably some 
w'orthless volume of monkish illuminations, of which it would waste time to trace 
the ownership. The description might apply to a manuscript ** Alirror of the 
Jjife of Christ,” extant in the Advocates’ Library. 

We have already mentioned a considerable number of the portraits by Jame- 
sone as extant in Taymouth castle. An almost equal number is in the possession 
of the Alva family ; and others ore dispersed in smaller numbers. Carnegie of 
Soiithesk possesses portraits of some of his ancestors, by Jamesone, who was con- 
nected with the family. Mr Carnegie, town clerk of Aberdeen, possesses 
several of his pictures in very good preservation, and among them is the original 
of the portrait of the artist himself, which has been engraved for this work. 
Another individual in Aberdeen possesses a highly curious portrait by Jamesone 
of the artist’s uncle, David Anderson of Finzeauch, merchant- burgess of Aber- 
deen, an eccentric character, the variety of whose occupations and studies pro- 
cured him the epithet of Davie do a’ thing.” Some of Jamesone’s portraits 
hang ill the hall of Mariscbal college in a state of wretched preservation. Sir 
Paul Menzies, provost of Aberdeen, presents us with a striking cast of counte- 
nance boldly executed ; ^ut in general these are among the inferior productions 
of Jamesone. They are on board, the material on which he painted his earlier 
productions (and which he afterwards changed for fine canvas), and are remark- 
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able for the stiflTiioss of the hands, and the awkward arrangement of the dress ; 
two defects, which, especially in the case of the former, he afterwards overcame. 
There is in the same room a portrait of Charles I. of some merit, which the ex- 
hibitor of the curiosities in the university generally attributes to Vandyke. It 
is probably the work of Jamesone, but^t may be observed, that there is more 
calm dignity in the attitude, and much less expression, than that artist general- 
ly exhibits. Walpole and others mention as extant in the King^s . college of 
Aberdeen, a picture called the Sibyls,’’ partly executed by Jamesone, and 
copied from living beauties in Aberdeen : if this curious production still exists in 
the same situation, we are unaware of its being generally exhibited to strangers. 
There is a picture in King’s college attributed to Jamesone, which we would 
fain bestow on some less celebrated hand. It is a view of King’s college as ori- 
ginally erected, the same from which the engraving prefixed to Oreiifs account 
of tlie cathedral church of Old Aberdeen, is copied. It represents an aspect 
much the same as that which Slezer has given i^ his Theatrum Scotim, and, like 
the works of that artist, who could exhibit both sides of a building at once, it 
sets all perspective at defiance, and most unreasonably contorts the human figure. 
In characterizing the manner of Jamesone, Walpole observes that his excel- 
lence is said to consist in delicacy and softness, with a clear and beautiful 
colouring ; his shades not charged, but helped by varnish, with little appear- 
ance of the pencil.” This account is by one who has not seen any of tho 
artist’s paintings, and is very unsatisfactory. 

It is indeed not without 1*60800, that the portraits of Jamesone have frequently 
been mistaken for those of Vandyke. Both excelled in painting the human 
countenance, — in making the flesh and blood project from the surface of tho 
canvas, and animating it with a soul within. That the Scottish artist may have 
derived advantage from his association with the more eminent foreigner it were 
absurd to deny ; but as they were fellow students, candour will admit, that the 
advantage may have been at least partly repaid, and that the noble style in 
which both excelled, may have been formed by the common labour of both. 
It can scfirc^ely be said that on any occasion Jamesone rises to the high dignity 
of mental expression represented by Vandyke, nor does he exhibit an equal 
grace, in the adjustment of a breast plate, or the hanging of a mantle. His 
)nctures generally represent hard and characteristic features, seldom with much 
physical grace, and representing minds within, which have more of the fierce or 
austere than of the lofty or elegant ; and in such a spirit has he presented be- 
fore us the almost breathing forms of those turbulent and austere men connected 
with the dark troubles of the times. The face thus represented seems generally 
to have commanded the whole mind of the artist. The background presents 
nothing to attract attention, and the outlines of the hard features generally start 
from a ground of dingy dark brown, or deep grey. The dress, frequently of a 
sombre hue, often fades away into the back ground, and the attitude, though 
i’requently easy, is seldom studied to impose, llie features alone, with their 
knotty brows, deep expressive eyes, and the shadow of the nose falling on the 
lip — a very picturesque arrangement followed by Vandyke — alone demand the 
attention of the spectator. Yet he could sometimes represent a majestic form 
and attitude, as the well-known picture of Sir Thomas Hope testifies. We shall 
notice one more picture by Jamesone, as it is probably one of the latest which 
came from his brush, and exhibits peculiarities of style not to be met with in 
others. This portrait is in the possessioti of Mr Sken0 of Hubislaw, and 
represents his ancestor Sir George Skene of Fintray, who was bom in 1619 , 
The portrait is of a young roan past twenty; and it will be remarked, that the 
subject was only twenty-five years of age when the artist died. The picture is 
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nutlienticated from the circumstance of a letter beings extant from the laird of 
Skene to Sir George Skene, requesting a copy of his portrait ** by Jamesone,^’ 
and in accordance with a fulhlmant of this request, a copy of the portrait we al- 
lude to is in the family collection at Skene» Jamesone has here indulged in 
more fullness and brilliancy of colouring than is his general fsustom : the young 
man has a calm aspect ; his head is covered with one of the monstrous wigs then 
just introduced; he is in a painter^s attitude, even to the hand, which is 
beautifully drawn, and far more graceful than those of Jamesone generally are. 
On the wiiole, this portrait has more of the characteristics of Sir Peter Lely, 
than of Vandyke. 

Jamesone has been termed the Vandyke of Scotland,” but he may with 
equal right claim the title of the Vandyke of Britain. Towards the latter end 
of h^lizabeth^s reign, Hilliard and Oliver had become somewhat distinguished as 
painters in miniature, and they commanded some respect, more from the in- 
feriority of others, than from their own excellence ; but the first inhabitant 
of Great Britain, the works of whose brush could stand comparison with foreign 
painters, was Jamesone. 

A Latin elegy was addressed to the memory of Jamesone by David Weddeiv 
hum ; and his friend and (ellow townsman Arthur Johnston, (whose portrait had 
been painted by .lamesone), has left, in one of his numerous epigrams, a beauti- 
ful poetical tribute to his memory. After his death, the art he had done so 
much to support, languished in Scotland. His daughter, who may have in- 
herited some portion of plastic genius, has left behind fruits of her industry in 
a huge mass of tapestry, which still dangles from the gallery of the church of 
St Nicholas in Aberdeen. This lady’s second husband was Gregory, the mathe- 
matician. A descendant of the same name as the painter has already been al- 
luded to, as an engraver in the earlier part of the 18th century, and John 
Alexander, another descendant, who returned from his studies in Italy in 1720, 
acquired celebrity as an inventor of portraits of queen Mary. 

JAKUINE, George, A.M., for many years professor of logic in the university 
of Glasgow, was born in the year 1742, at Wandal, in the upper ward of 
Lanarkshire, where his predecessors had resided for nearly tw'O hundred years. 
The barony of Wandal formerly belonged to the Jardines of Applegirth ; a 
younger son of whom appears to have settled there about the end of the six- 
teenth century, and to have also been vicar of the parish during the time of 
episcopacy. The barony having passed from the Applegirth to the Douglas 
family, JVlr Jardine's forefaihera continued for several generations as tenants in 
the lands of Wandal, under that new mce of landlords. His mother was a 
daughter of Weir of Birkwood in the parish of Lesiimhagow. 

After receiving his elementary education at the parish school, he, in October, 
1760, repaired to Glasgow college, and entered as a member of a society, 
where, with very little interruption, he was destined to spend tlie whole of his 
life. After going through the preliminary classes, where his abilities and dili- 
gence attracted the attention and acquired for him the friendship of several of 
the professors, he entered the divinity hall under Dr Trail, then professor of 
theology, and in due time obtained a license as a preacher from the presbytery 
of Linlithgow. He did not, however, follow out that profession, having, from 
the good wishes of several of the proiessors of Glasgow college, reason to hope 
that he might eventually be admitted to a chair, which was the great object of 
his ambition. 

In 1771, he was employed by boron Mure of Caldwell, to accompany his 
two sons to France, and to superintend their education at an academy in Paris. 
The baron, who was at that time one of the most influential men in Scotland, 
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and who lived much in the literary circle of Edinburgh, obtained from hit 
friend David Hume, letters of introduction to several of the French philosophers 
of that day; by means of which Mr Jardine had the advantage of being 
acquainted with Helvetius and with D'Alembert, who were then in the zenith of 
their fame, and whose manners he used to describe as presenting a striking 
contrast, — Helvetius having all the style and appearance of a French nobleman 
of the first fashion, while D'Alembert preserved a primitive simplicity of dress 
and manner, at that time quite unusual in Paris. During his residence there, 
he lived a good deal in the society of Dr Gemm, the uncle of Mr Huskisson, 
who was then settled as a physician in Paris, and noted not only for his emi- 
nence in his profession, but for his talents as a philosopher. Dr Geinm was an 
ardent friend to liberty, and at that time did not scruple to anticipate, to those 
with whom he was intimate, the fall of the French monarchy as an event at no 
great distan<». Mr Jardine had ample reason to be satisfied with the disposi- 
tion and abilities of his two pupils, the late Mr Mure of Caldwell, and James 
Mure, Ksq., counsellor at law, who is still alive ; and he continued to the end 
of his life in habits of the most intimate and confidential friendship with both 
these gentlemen. 

Soon after his return from France, in July, 1773, a vacancy occurred in the 
humanity chair of Glasgow, by the death of Mr Muirhead ; for which a very 
keen competition arose between him and Mr Richardson, the result of which 
was doubtful until the very morning of the election, when, notwithstanding 
every exertion made in behalf of Mr Jardine, by lord Frederic Campbell, the 
lord rector, Mr Richardson carried the election by a majority of one vote. 
Upon this occasion, Mr Clow, the professor of logic, who bad always befriended 
Mr Jardine, though, from a prior engagement, he, on this occasion, felt himself 
obliged to support the other candidate, told him not to be discouraged, for that 
there might ere long be an opportunity of his being admitted into their society. 
The expectations which Mr Clow thus kindly threw out, he very soon realized, 
for, towards the end of the following session, he intimated to the college, that, 
from his advanced age, he required to be relieved from the labour of teaching, 
and expressed a wish that Mr Jardine might be associated with him in the pro- 
fessorship. About this time, too, Dr Moor, professor of Greek, gave in his resig- 
nation ; and in June, 1774, upon the same day, the faculty of Glasgow college 
elected Mr Young to the (ireek chair^ and appointed the subject of ^is memoir 
assistant and successor to Mr Clow. 

By this arrangement, the charge of the three junior classes of Glasgow 
college came, at the same time, to devolve upon three men in the vigour of life, 
who all entered most zealously into the business of their respective departments, 
in which they soon introduced very material improvements : — in particular, they 
contrived to infuse a spirit of emulation among their pupils by the institution 
of prizes publicly distributed at the end of each session, to those who had dis- 
tinguished themselves during the course — an institution which was gradually 
extended to other classes at Glasgow, and which has now been generally intro- 
duced into the other universitiesb 

The business of the logic class had hitherto consisted in an explanation of the 
Dialectics of Aristotle, followed up, towards the end of the course, by an exposi- 
tion of the most abstruse doctrines of metaphysics and ontology, embracing the 
general attributes of being, existence, essence, unity, necessity, &c., and other 
similar abstract conceptions of pure intellect For the first year or two, the new 
professor followedAhe same trade ; but he soon discovered, from the examination of 
his students, that by far the greater number of them comprehended very little of the 
doctrines explained ; that a few only of superior abilities could give any account of 
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them at all, and that the most of the young men remembered only a few peculiar 
phrases or technical expressions which they delivered by rote, unact^impanied by 
any distinct notion of their meaning. Besides, even when these abstract doctrines 
were understood, intelligent persons who sent their sons to the logic class, could 
not fail to observe, that the subjects to which their attention w'as directed had no 
relation to any profession or employment whatever, and tliat little could be 
derived from prelections on such topics, which was likely either to adorn con« 
versation, or to qualify the student for the concerns of active life. Mr Jardine 
soon perceived, therefore, the necessity of a thorough and radical change on the 
subjects of his lectures, and after a simple analysis of the diderent powers of the 
understanding, with the means of their improvement, accompanied with a short 
account of Aristotle’s logic, he devoted by far the greater part of the course to 
the original progress of language ; the principles of general grammar ; the 
elements of taste and criticism ; and to the rules of composition, with a view to 
the promotion of a correct style, illustrated by examples. His course of lectures 
was, accordingly, entirely new-modelled, and he soon found that a great pro- 
portion of the students entered with awakened interest upon the consideration of 
these subjects, instead of the listless inattention which Imd been bestowed on the 
abstract doctrines of metaphysics. 

But the g^atest improvement which he introduced into the mode of conduct- 
ing the business of the class, was a regular system of examinations and exercises. 
He was of opinion with Dr Barrow, that communication of truth is only one 
half of the business of education, and is not even the most important half. The 
most important part is the habit of employing, to some good purpose, the acqui- 
sitions of memory by the exercise of the understanding ; and till this be acquired, 
the acquisition will not be found of much use.” The mere delivery of a lecture, 
especially to very young persons, he held of very little advantage, unless they 
were placed in the situation of those who were bound to give an account of it ; 
and the exposition of the rules of composition to be of little avail, unless accom- 
panied by the application of those rules by the student himself. Accordingly, 
at a separate hour in the forenoon, the students were examined each day on the 
lecture of the morning, and written essays were required from time to time on 
subjects more or less connected with those embraced in the lectures. These 
were regularly criticised by the professor in the presence of the class ; and after 
the principles of criticism had been explained, they were, towards the end of 
the session, distributed among the students themselves, who were required to 
subjoin a written criticism upon each other’s performances, under the superin- 
tendence of the professor ; and prizes were bestowed at the end of the session, 
according to the determination of the students, to those who excelled in these 
daily examinations and exercises. This system of practical instruction is 
explained in all its details in a work published by Mr Jardine before he relin- 
quished the cliarge of the logic class, entitled Outlines of I’hilosophical Edu- 
cation,” in which is to be found a full exposition of a system of academical 
discipline, which was pursued in the l(^ic class of Glasgow, during the period 
of fifty years it was under his direction, and which are found by experience to 
be attended with the most beneficial efibcts. 

The details of this system were, of course, attended with no small additional 
labour to the professor ; for, besides two and occasionally three hours each day 
of public teaching, he had every evening to examine and correct the essays of 
the students, which were in such numbers as to occupy a large portion of his 
time. He was reconciled, however, to this tedious and laborious occupation by 
a thorough conviction of its great practical utility, which each year’s additional 
experience tended more and more to confirm. He had the satisfaction, too, of 

III. 2 1 



250 


JARDINE. 


knowing that his labours were not without success^ both from his students them* 
selves, many of whom did not hesitate to ascribe their advancement in aftei'-life 
to the active and industrious habits acquired in the logic class, and also from the 
opinion of the public at large, which was very dearly evinced by the progressive 
increase of the number of students ; the average of which, when he entered upon 
the office, in the public class was about fifty, but which increased to nearly two 
hundred. This was, no doubt, partly owing to general causes, applicable to the 
times, but to a certain extent it was assuredly to be attributed to the great esti" 
mation in which this class was held by the public at large. Few teachers have 
ever enjoyed so large a portion of the respect and affection of their pupils. This 
was owing not a little to the warm interest which they could not fail to perceive 
he took in their progress, — to his strict impartiality, which admitted of no pre- 
ference or distinction of any sort except that of talents and industry, — and to a 
kindly, affectionate, and almost paternal regard, which marked the whole of his 
demeanour to his students — who, dispersed, as they afterwards came to be, into 
all quarters of the globe, have very generally concurred in expressions of cordial 
esteem to their old preceptor. With such a hold upon the regard and affection 
of his class, he scarcely ever required to have recourse to the ordinary means of 
enforcing academical discipline. 

From 1774, when he first entered upon his office, till 1824, when he gave 
up teaching, the business was systematically carried on in the way here described, 
with such improvements from time to time as were suggested by his experience ; 
and he possessed such an excellent constitution, aided by a temper remarkably 
cheerful, that during the whole fifty years he was scarcely a single day absent from 
his class on account of indisposition. His predec^essor, Mr Clow, survived till 1788, 
having the year before his death resigned to his successor the whole privileges 
of the office, with his seat in the faculty ; and, notwithstanding the very labo- 
rious duties which he had imposed on himself by his mode of teaching, he still 
contrived to devote a portion of his time to the extrication of the patrimonial 
nflairs of the college, and the arrangement of their accounts, which his business 
habits enabled him to undertake without much difficulty, and which, chiefly by 
his exertions, were brought from a state of comparative confusion into a very 
satisfactory arrangement. In 1792, likewise, when the royal infirmary was 
erected at Glasgow, he bestowed very great lauour in promoting the undertaking , 
and for more than twenty years afterwards officiated as secretary, taking on 
himself the chief management of the afiaiis of the institution, from which he only 
retired a short time before his death, when he received the thanks of the mana- 
gers for the unwearied attention he had bestowed on their business for nearly 
thirty years. 

The private life of Mr Jardine did not present any great variety of incident. 
During the session he lived in college in terms of great friendship with several 
of his colleagues, particularly with the late professors Millar and Voung, whose 
views in college affiiirs generally coincided with his own ; and in summer he 
resided at a small property which he purchased in the neighbourhood of Hamil- 
ton, which he took great delight in adorning, and entered with much relish 
upon the employments of a country life, which formed an excellent relaxation 
after his winter labours. His residence in that quarter naturally occasioned a 
connexion with the presbytery of Hamilton, who, for upwards of thirty years, 
returned him as their representative to the General Assembly, which he regularly 
attended, taking a considerable share in the business, and generally coinciding in 
opinion with the late Sir Henry MoncrielT Wellwood, with whom he lived for a 
great many years in habits of the most unreserved friendship. One of the last 
public appearances which he made was in May, 1825, upon the question of 
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pluralities, to which he had, on all occasions, been a determined adversary ; 
when he opened the second day’s debate by a forcible speech on the impolic*y 
of unfting professonhips with church livings ; which, considering his great age, 
was viewed at the time as a very remarkable effort, and was listened to with 
profound attention. 

In 1824, after having taught for fully half a century, he thought himself 
fairly entitled to retire from his labours. Those who attended the class during 
that last session did not perceive any abatement either of his zeal or energy ; and 
during that winter he was not absent from his class a single hour. But he fore- 
saw that the time could not be far distant when these exertions must cease, and 
he preferred retiring before he was actually compelled to do so by the infirmi- 
ties of age. At the end of that session, he accordingly requested his colleagues 
to select a person to fill his place ; declaring that he left the arrangement 
entirely to them, and that he would not interfere either directly or indirectly 
in the appointment, farther than by expressing an earnest wish that they might 
select one who would take a zealous interest in the prosperity of the class, and 
would continue the same system of active employment on the part of the stu- 
dents which had been found to be attended with so much benefit Their choice 
fell upon the Rev. Robert Buchanan, minister of Peebles, who had himself 
carried off the first honour at this class, whose literary attainments are of a high 
order, and who zealously continues to follow out the same system of daily 
examinations and regular exercises, which was introduced by his predecessor. 

Upon the occasion of his retirement from public teaching, a number of those 
who had been his pupils determined to show their respect by giving him a public 
dinner in the town hall of Glasgow, which was attended by upwards of two 
hundred gentlemen, many of whom came from a great distance to evince their 
respect for their venerable instructor. Mr Mure of Caldwell, his earliest pupil, 
was in the chair, and the present earl of Ormelie, who had been peculiarly 
under his charge at Glasgow college, and to whom he was very much attached, 
came from a great distance to officiate as croupier. 

Mr Jardine survived about three years after his retirement from public duties ; 
during which time he resided as usual during winter in college, and continued 
to take an active interest in the affairs of the society. While attending the 
General Assembly in May, 1826, he was seized with a bilious attack — almost 
the first illness he ever experienced — >from which he never completely recovered, 
and he sank under the infirmities of age on the 27th of January, 1827, having 
just completed his 85th year ; contemplating his dissolution with the composure of 
a Christian, and expressing his gratitude to the author of his being for the many 
blessings which had fallen to his lot ; of which he did not consider as the least 
the numerous marks of esteem and regard evinced by his old pupils, with whom 
he was ever delighted to renew a kindly intercourse. His death was deeply 
regretted by the society of which he had been so long a member, and by the 
inhabitants of (Basgow, where he was very generally respected and esteemed. 

In 1776, Mr Jardine married Miss Lindsay of Glasgow, whom he survived 
about twelve years, and by whom he had one son, now an advocate at the Scot- 
tish bar, and recently appointed sherifi' of Ross and Cromarty. 

JOHNSTON, (Sir) Archibald, of Warriston, (a judge by the designation of lord 
Warriston,) an eminent lawyer and statesman, was the son of James Johnston of 
Beirholm in Annandale, a descendant of the family of Johnston in Aberdeen- 
shire, and who for some time followed a commercial life in Edinburgh, being 
mentioned in a charter of 1608, as the king’s merchant.” The mother of the 
subject of our memoir was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Craig, the first 
great lawyer produced by Scotland, and whose life has already been given in the 
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present work. Of the date of the birth of Archibald Johnston, and the circum* 
stances of his education, no memorial has been preserved : he entered as advo- 
cate in 1633. In the great national disturbances which commenced in 1637, 
Johnston took an early and distinguished part; acting, apparently, as only 
second to Sir Thomas Hope in giving legal advice to the covenanters. The 
second or general supplication of the nation to Charles I. for relief from his 
episcopal innovations was prepared by the earl of Rothes and Archibald John- 
ston ; the former being preferred on account of his distinction as an active and 
influential partisan, and the latter from the general cliaracter given of him by 
his friends, as singularly well acquainted with the history and constitution of the 
genuine presbyterian church of Scotbnd. This document, which was presented 
to the privy council on the 24th of September, 1637, in the presence of a band 
of the supporters of its principles, which made the act more solemn than a regal 
pageant, leaves for the politicians of all ages a flne specimen of that calmness 
in reasoning and statement which men of judgment and principle know to be 
necessary for the preservation of order in a state, when they are representing 
grievances, however deep, to a governor, however unreasonable ; and of that 
firmness of position, which, when supported by a hold of popular opinion, must 
either be allowed to prevail, or leave to him who obstructs it the odium of the 
confusion which may follow. After the supplimnts, who had increased to a vast 
body of men, spreading over the whole of the southern part of Scotland, had 
united themselves under a representative constitution, termed the Tables,^ a 
renewal of the national covenant was judged a useful measure for n combination 
of effort, and the insurance of a general union and purpose. Johnston and 
the celebrated Alexander Henderson were employed to suit the revered obliga- 
tion to which their ancestors had sworn, to the new purpose for which it was 
applied, by including the protestations against the liturgy of the ejiiscopal 
church, under the general declarations which it previously bore against the doc- 
trine of the church of Rome, and adducing authorities in support of the new ap- 
]dicalion. The obligation was signed in March, 1638, under circumstances too 
well known to be rec^apitulated.* 

Johnston, although from his secondary rank, he did not then assume the au- 
thority of a leader, was, from his knowledge and perseverance, more trusted to 
ill the labours of the opposition tlicin any other man, and his name continually 
recurs as the agent in every active measure. To the unyielding and exasperat- 
ing proclamation, which was read at the market-cross of Edinburgh on the 22nd 
of February, 1638, he prepared and read aloud, on a scaffold erected for the 
purpose, the celebrated protestation in name of the Tables, while the dense 
crowd who stood around prevented the issuers of the proclamation from depart- 
ing before they heard the answer to their cliallenge. On the 8th of July, the 
king issued another proclamation, which, though termed ** A proclamation of 
favour and grace,’' and though it promised a maintenance of the religion pre- 
sently professed witldn the kinydmn without innovation, an interim suspension of 
the service book, a rectiticatioii of the high commission, and the loudly called 
for general assembly and parliament, was, with reason, deemed more dangerous 
than a defiance. Johnston had a protestation prepared for the delicacy of this 
trying occasion, which, with the decorum from which he seems on no occasion 
to have departed, he, “ in all humility, with submissive reverent^,” presented in 
presence of the multitude. ’ When , on the 22nd of September, the parliament and 

’ V’or such niattfi-s i^miicctcd with iJiis periud as are here, to prevent repetition, but slight- 
ly alliuled to, vide the inemoint of Hendeisoii ; of Montrose*, and of the first duke of Hainil- 
luii. 111 this colleclioii. 

^ ll.ifours Auiial''', ii. 276. 
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general asBembly were proclaimed, he prepared another protestation in a similar 
tone to the former, which he read in his own name, and in that of the earl of 
Montrose, for the nobles ; Oibson younger of Durie for the barons ; George Por- 
terfield, merchant in Glasgow, for the burghs ; and Henry Pollock, minister of 
Edinburgh, for the clergy. It will be easily conjectured that, at the period 
when he was thus publicly employed, Johnston was privately acting as a partisan 
of the covenant, and an enemy of prelacy and arbitrary power, by all the means 
which a political agent invariably uses. At such a period the more we can 
trace the private proceedings and feelings of the public man, the better can we 
hold him up as a biographical example. As the only curious document con- 
nected with our subject at this period of his existence, we give the following 
somewhat mutilated letter to Johnston, from a person who does not cJioose to 
sign his name ; it is characteristic of the feeling of the party, and of the occu- 
pation of the subject of our memoir; and if to a speculative politician it may 
breathe an illiberal spirit, let him I’eiiiember that there never existed a party, 
however pure, which did not wish to suppress the opposite party, and that not 
having power and numbers on their side, the opponents of the covenant were in 
the situation of disturbers of society, in as far as they wished to impose rules on 
the whole kingdom. 

** For Mr ArchiUild Johnston of Warriston, advocate. 

** Dear Christian brother and courageous Protestant, — Upon some rumour of the Frilate 
of St Andrews, his coming over the water, and finding it altogether inconvenieiit that he or 
any of tJiai kynd should show themselves peacably in publicke, some course was taken liow 
bee might bo enterleyned in such places as he should come unto t we are now informed tluit 
iiee (will) iiot(X)me, but that Broughen is in Edinburgh or thereabout; it is the adv)ce of 
3 'our friends here, that in a private way some course may be taken fur his ten-or and disgiacc 
if he ofler to show himself in punlick. Think upon the best r . . .by the advyce of }’Our 
friends there. J fear tiint ilieir publick appearance at Glasgow sliall.be prejudicial! to our muse. 
We are going to take order (with) his cheefe suppoitors there, Glaidstiiines, Skrymgoor, and 
Hall} burton . . . Wishing you both protection and direction from \our maister, 1 con- 

liiiew, joure owne w'hoine }ou know. G.” 

“ 28/A October, 1(538.”'’ 

Such was the feeling iti wbicb the leaders of the Covenant prepared them- 
selves for the renowned Genenil Assembly held at Glasgow in November and De- 
cember, 1()38. On tliat occ^ion Johnston was, by a unanimous vote, chosen 
clerk of the assembly. On its being discovered that his precursor had been 
enabled to procure only two of the seven volumes of minutes of the general as- 
semblies held since the Reformation, the moderator, probably in pursuance of a 
preconcerted measure, called upon all those who were aware of the existence of 
any others, to give information on the subject to the assembly. Johnston here- 
upon produced the other five volumes — how obtained by him we know not — by 
which service he greatly increased the confidence previously placed in him. On 
the day before the session terminated, the assembly elected him procurator for 
the church, and, as was afterwards ratified by act of parliament, lie received for 
the former of these offices 500, and for the latter 1000 tnerks yearly.* 

Johnston was one of the commissioners appointed by the Sexits to cxmduct 
the treaty at Berwick. The General Assembly, which was the consequence of 
that pacification, passes over, and the unsatisfactory parliament whicli followed, 
is coiniiienced, ere we again observe Johnston’s name coiineclcd with any public 
afiairs, beyond the usual routine of bis duties. The parliament commenced its 

® Woilrow*s ik.Jl(.'riioti, Advoc. Lib., vol. Ixvi. No. 68 

* Bulf. All. ii. ;i01,3]3; Scots Worthies, 27J *, Act. Pari. v. 3J6. 
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sittings on the 31st of August, 1639. On the 14th of November, Sis Thomas 
Hope, in his official capacity as lord advocate, produced a warrant from the 
king addressed to the commissioners, which, on the ground that the royal 'pre- 
rogative was interested in the proceedings, ordered a prorogation to the 3nd of 
June, 1640. The warrant was read by Sir Alexander Gibson of Durie, one of 
the clerks of session, on which the lord advocate took the usual protest, calling 
on the clerk actually to dissolve the meeting. On this, the clerk, who was per- 
forming an unpleasing office, answered, that he had already read the said 
wairant containing the said prorogacioun, and was readie to read the same as 
oft as he should be commanded, but could not other ways prorogat the parliii- 
ment.” The earl of Rothes added to his embarrassment, by challenging him to 
do nothing but as he would be answerable to the parliament, upon payne of 
his life.” And the junior clerk, Mr William Scott, being called on to dissolve 
the meeting, sagaciously declined officiating in the presence of his senior. 
Johnston then came forward, and, in name of the three estates, read a declara- 
tion, purporting that his majesty, having, in compliance with the wish of his 
faithful subjects, called a free assembly and {larliament, and submitted mat- 
ters ecclesiastical to the former, and matters civil to the latter; the com- 
missioner had (it was presumed) without the full permission of the king, 
attempted to dissolve the parliament — a measure which, the estates main- 
tained, could not be constitutionally taken, without the consent of the parliament 
itself. With that respect for the person of the king which, as the advo- 
cates of peaceful measures, the covenanters at that period always professed 
to maintain, the document proceeds to state that the estates are constrained to 
the measure they adopt by our ^al to acquit ourselfs according to our place, 
both to the king’s majesty, whose honour at all tymes, but especially convened 
in parliament, we ought to have in high estimation, and to the kingdom which 
we represent, and whose liberties sail never be prostituted or vilified by us.” 
Having denounced the prorogation as unconstitutional, this remarkable state- 
paper thus proceeds — But becaus we know that the eyes of the world ar upon 
us, that declarations have been made and published against us, and malice is 
prompted for hir obloquies, and wateth on with opin mouth to snatch at the 
smallest shadow of disobedience, disservice, or disrespect to his majesty’s com- 
mandments, that our proceedings may be made odious to such as know not the 
way how thes commandments are procured from his majesty, nor how they are 
made knowin and intimat to us, and doe also little consider that we are not now 
private subjects bot a sitting parliament, quhat national prejudices we have sus- 
tenit in tynie past by misinfbrmation, and quhat is the present state of the king- 
dom so arguing, the presenters of the declaration, that they may put far from 
them ** all shaw or appearance of what may give his majesty the least discontent,’* 
resolve, in the mean lime, merely to vindicate their rights by their declaration, 
and, voluntarily adjourning, resolve to elect some of each estate, as a perman- 
ent committee, endowed with the full powers of a parliamentary coininittee, to 
await his majesty’s gracious answer to our humble and just demands, and far- 
ther to remonstrat our humble desires to his majesty upon all occasions ; that 
hereby it may be made most manifest, against all contradiction, that it wes never 
our intention to denie his majesty any parte of the civill and temporal obedience 
which is due to all kings from their subjects, and from us to our dread soverane 
after a special nianer, but meerlie to preserve our religion, and the liberties of 
the kingdome, without which religion cannot continue long in safetie.” — “ And 
if it sail happen,” continues this prophetic declaration, “ (which God forbid) 
that, efter we have made our remonstrances, and to the uttermost of our power 
and duetie used all lawfull nieanes for his majesty’s information, that our inali* 



JOHNSTON. 


255 


cious enemies, who are not considerable, sail, by their suggestions and lyes, pre- 
vaill against the informations and general! declarations of a whole kingdom, we 
tak and men to witness, tiiat we are free of the outrages and insolencies 
that may be committed in the mean tyme, and that it sail be to us no imputation, 
that we are constrained to tak such course as may best secure the kirk and 
kingdome from the extremitie of confusion and miserie.” 

It is to be remarked, that this act of the covenanters did not assume the authu* 
rity of a protest ; it was a statement of grievances to which, for a short time, they 
would submit, supplicating a remedy. The assertion that the crown had not 
the sole power of proroguing parliament, may be said to be an infringement of 
prerogative ; but this very convenient term must owe its application to practice, 
and it appears that the royal power on this point had not been accurately fixed 
by the, constitution of the Scottish parliament. The choice of the lords of 
articles by the commissioner — a step so far a breach of ** privilege ” (the op- 
posite term to prerogative), that it rendered a parliament useless as an indepen- 
dent body — was likewise remonstrated against, along with the application of 
supplies without consent of parliament. 

The earls of Dunfermline and Loudon were sent as commissioners to represent 
the declaration to the king. They behaved themselves,'’ says Clarendon, 
** in all respects, with the confidence of men employed by a foreign state, 
refused to give any account but to the king himself ; and even to the king 
himself gave no other reason for what was done, but the authority of the doers, 
and the necessity that required it ; that is, that they thought it necessary : 
but then they polished their sturdy behaviour with all the professions of submis- 
sion and duty which their language could aflbrd.” 

As connected with this mission, some historians have alluded to, and others 
have narrated, a dark intrigue, of which Johnston was the negative instrument ; 
a matter which lias never been cleared up. We shall give it in the words of 
Burnet, the nephew of Johnston, and who had therefore some reason to know 
the facts. ** After the first pacification, upon the new disputes that arose, when 
the earls of Loudoun and Dumfermling were sent up with the petition from the 
covenanters, the lord Saville came to them, and informed them of many parti- 
culars, by which they saw the king was highly irritated against them. He took 
great pains to persuade them to come with their army into England. They 
very unwillingly hearkened to that proposition, and looked on it as a design 
from the court to ensnare them, making the Scots invade England, by which 
this nation might liave been provoked to assist the king to conquer Scotland. 
It is true, he hated the earl of Strafford so much, that they saw no cause to suspect 
him ; so they entered into a treaty with him about it The lord Saville assured 
them, he spoke to them in the name of the most cxmsiderable men in England, 
and he showed them* an engagement under their hands to join with them, if 
they would come into England, and refuse any treaty but what should be con- 
firmed by a parliament of England. They desired leave to send this paper into 
Scotland, to which, after much seeming difficulty, he consented : so a cane was 
hollowed, and this was put within it; and one Frost, afterwards secretary to the 
committee of both kingdoms, was sent down with it as a poor traveller. It was 
to be communicated only to three persons — the earls of Kothes and Argyle, and 
to Warriston, the three chief confidants of the covenanters. * * * * To 

these three only this paper was to be showed, upon an oath of secrecy : and it 
was to be deposited in Warriston’s hands. They were only allowed to publish 
to the nation that they were sure of a very great and unexpected assistance, 
which, though it was to be kept secret, would appear in due time, lliis they 
published ; and it was looked on as an artifice to draw in the nation : but it was 
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afterwards found to be a clieat indeed, but a cheat of lord Savi lie’s, who liad 
forged all those subscriptions. * * * The lord Saville’s forgery came to 

be discovered. The king knew it ; and yet he was brought afterwards to trust 
him, and to advance him to be earl of Sussex. The king pressed my uncle 
(Johnston) to deliver him the letter, who excused himself upon his oath : and 
not knowing what use might be made of it, he cut out every subscription, and 
sent it to the person for whom it was forged. The imitation was so exact, that 
every man, as soon as he saw his hand simply by itself, acknowledged that he 
could not have denied it.”* Burnet had certainly the best opportunities for 
both a public and private acquaintance with such an event, and the circum- 
stance has been at least hinted at by others ; but Mr Laing, justly remarks that 
in their conferences with these noblemen, and with Fym and Hambden, the 
Scottish commissioners during their residence in London must have received 
such secret assurances of support, that, without this forged invitation, the com- 
mittee of Estates would heave chosen to transfer the war into England.”^ 

At the parliament which met on the 2nd of June, 1640, the representative of 
majesty in that body choosing to absent himself, or dreading the danger of a 
journey to Scotland, the Estates proceeded to reduce themselves to a formal and 
deliberative body, by the choice of a president. To this convention Johnston 
produced a petition from the (General Assembly, which had been ratihed by the 
privy council, praying for a legislative ratification of the covenant, and an order 
that it should be enforced on the inhabitants of the country with all civil 
pains,^ — a requisition which the convention ivas not in a disposition to refuse. 
On the 11th of June, by the 34th act of this parliament, the celebrated commit- 
tee of forty, having, in absence of the superior body which called it into existence, 
the full legislative power of a republican congress, was elected, and the members 
were divided betwixt the camp and Edinburgh. Our surprise that so iniluential 
and laborious a man as Johnston was not chosen a member of this bocly, is re- 
lieved by the place of higher, though somewhat anomalous trust to which we find 
him appointed, as general agent and adviser to the body — a sort of leader, 
without being a constituent member. “ And because,” says the act, “ there 
will fall out in the camp a necessitie either of treatties, consultations, or public 
declarations, to schaw the reasones of the demands and proc^jedings in the as- 
semble and parliament, and the prejudices agains either of them, the Estates 
ordaynes Mr Archibald Johnston, procurator for the kirk, as best acquaint with 
these reasons land prejudices, to attend his excellence (the general) and to be 
present at all occasions with the said committee, for their farther infonnation, 
and clearing thairaneiit.” ^ Johnston was one of the eight individuals appointed 
to treat with the English commissioners at Rippon, by an act of the great com- 
mittee of management, dated the 30th of September, 1640.^ When this treaty 
was transferred to London, Johnston was chosen a member of the committee, 
along with Henderson, as supernumeraries to those appointed from the Estates, 
and probably with the peculiar duty of watching over the interests of the church, 
because many things may occurre concerning the church and assemblies 
thereof.”*® 

The proceedings and achievements of this body are so well known, that, in 
an article which aims at giving such memorials of its subject, as are not to be 
readily met with in the popular histories, they need not be repeated. On 
the 25th day of September, 1641, Johnston produced in parliament a petition 
that he might be exonerated from all responsibility as to the public measures 
with which he had for the previous four years been connected, mentioning the 

* Buniet, 37, 39, 41. « Ijairig, iii. 194. ’ Art. Pari., v. 293. 

® Art. Par., v. 311. o BiUibur’s An., ii. 408. Italf. An., ii. 416. 
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important office wliicli he held as adviser to the commissioners attending on the 
motions at the camp, and the duties he was called on to perform at the treaty' 
of Rippon and London ; and observing, that it has been considered necessary 
that others so employed should have their conduct publicly examined in parlia- 
ment, he craves that all requisite inquiry may immediately be mode as to his 
own proceedings ; that, if he has done any thing “ contrair to their instructions, 
or prejudicial] to the publict, he may undergoe that censure which the wrotigers 
of the countrey and abusers of such great trust deserves but if it has been 
found that he has done his duty, ** then,” he says, doe 1 in all humility begg, 
that, seing by Hod^s assistance and blessing the treattie of peace is closed, and 
seeing my employment in thir publict business is now at an end, that before 1 
returne to my private affaires and calling, from the which these four yeires 1 have 
been continually distracted, 1 may obtaine from his gracious majesty and your 
lordships, an exoneration of that charge, and an approbation of my former ca- 
I'iage/^ The exoneration was granted, and the act ratifying it stated, that after 
due examination, the Kstates found that Johnston had faithfullie, diliegentlic, 
and cairfullie behaved hiiuselfV in the foresaid chairge, employments, and trust 
put upon him, in all the passages thairof, as he justly deserves tliair treu testi- 
monie of his approveii hdelitic and diligence.'^ 

In 1G41, when the king paid his jiacificatory visit to Scotland, Johnston ob- 
tained, among others, a liberal peace-odering. He had fixed his eyes on the 
office of lord register, probably as bearing an affinity to his previous occupar 
lions ; but the superior influence of Gibson of Durie prevailed in competition 
for that situation : he rcn:cived, however, the coinmissioti of an ordinary lord of 
session, along with a liberal pension, and the honours of knighthood- During 
the sitting of the parliament we find him appointed as n commissioner, to treat 
with the king on the supplementary matters which were not contended at the 
treaty of Rippon, and to obtain the royal (;onsent to the acts passed during tlie 
session. Much about the same period, he was appointed, along with others, to 
make search among the records contained in the castle, for points of accusation 
against the incendiaries the iMirsoiis whom lie and his colleagues hod just 
displaced in tiie ofii(*.es of state and jiidlf'atiire. It may be sufficient, and will 
save repetition, to mention, that we find him appointed in the same capacity 
which w'e have alrctidy mentioned, in the recoiriiiiissions of the committee of Ks- 
tales, and in the other (;ominittees, chosen to nogotiate with the king, similar to 
those we have already described, among which may be noticed the somewhat 
menacing coiiiinittee of 1641, appointed to treat as to commerce, the naturaliza- 
tion of subjects, the demands as to war with foreigners, the Irish reliellioii, and 
particularly ns to the brotberlie supplie and assistance of the h'liglish {larlia- 
meiit to the >Scottish ariiiy.^^ 

In the parliament of 164.3, Sir Archibald Johnston represented the county 
of Edinburgh, and was appointed to the novel situation of s]»caker to the barons, 
<*18 a separate estate. In this capacity, on the 7th of June, 1644, he moved the 
house to take order concerning I he ** unnatural rebellion ” of Montrose, and 
soiiiewliat in the manner of an impeachment, he moved a rciuoiistraiice against 
the earl of Carnwath, followed by a coininission to make trial of his (x>iiduct, 
along with that of Traquair, of which Johnston was a member.*^ During the 
period when, as a matter of policy, the Scots in general suspended their judg- 
ment between the contending parties in England, Warriston seems early to have 
felt, and not to have concealed, a predilection for the cause of the parliament, 

» Act Pari., V. 414 AH. Par., v. 357, 371, 372, 489, &c. 

** Kalfuur's Antcdotos, iii. 177. “ Act Pari, vi. 6. 8. 
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and was the person who moved that the genera) assembly should throw the weight 
of their opinion in that scale. 

Johnston had been named as one of the commissioners, chosen on the 9th 
August, 1643, for the alleged purpose of mediating betwixt Charles 1. and his 
parliament; but Charles, viewing him as a dangerous opponent, objected to 
providing him with a safe conduct, and he appears to have remained in Edin- 
burgh. He, however, conducted a correspondence with the commissioners who 
repaired to London, as a portion of which, the subjoined letter to him from the 
earl of Loudon, which throws some light on the policy of the Scots at that 
juncture, may be interesting.^^ 

A curious evidence of liis opinions, and the motives of his political conduct at this period, 
exists, in the form of some remarks on the aspec^t of Uie times, which appear to have been 
addressed to his friend lord Loudon. TJie muiiiiscript is in sc;roll, very irreguhirJy written, 
imd with numerous corrections; circumstances which will account for any uiiiiilelligibiiity in 
the portion we extJiact. It bears date the 21st of June, 1642. ** Seeing thir kingdoms must 

stand and fall togeUier, and that at the first design in all tiiir late troubles, so the lust ef- 
fort of thes evil counsels prevailing stil to the suppression of religion and liberty' and tlie erec- 
tion of poperye and arbitrary power, it is c^amcstlye desyrd by good Christians tiiid piilriuls 
that the question of the warr be right stated, tis a wurr for religion and libertie, against 
papists and prelates, and Uieir abuckers and adherents; and that now, in thair stniits and dif- 
ficulties, they might enter in a (X)veiiant witli G(m1 and amongst tliemselves, for the reforma- 
tion of the chun^he, abolishing of popery mid prelacy out of England and SS(‘otlund, and 
preservation of the roule and peace of thir kingdoms, without dimunition of his majes- 
ty’s authorities, might not only free them of feiirs from this, but also fill them witli liopes of 
ilieir bearing alongst with their proceedings the hearts and coiiticleiire of thir kingdoms. 
Pitmajlic may remember weal what of this k}nd was motioned at llippon, and spoken of 
uga} lie, when the English arm} e iias repuited lobe coin}ng up.” — Tror/roioV Priy/m, AtL 
Lib. vol. Ixvi. 

10 “My lord,-— The sending of commissioners from Ihe parlianniiit liere to tluj parliament 
of Scotland at this t}Hie, was upon the sudden moved in the House of (kininons ^b«*foir wee 
wer acquainted thereof j by the solieitor, and secoiuled by some who jiroles to be o' treinds iis a 
greater testimonie of rvspi'd than the sending of a letter alone, and was in that sejis ap- 
proved by the whole hous, who, 1 believe, dues it for no otIn*r end, neither is ther any other 
instructions given by the house than these, whereof the copy is sent to you, which ar only 
generall for a good correspondence betwixt the two kingdonies. Hot 1 ciinnot forbear to tell 
you my appreheiisiones, that tiie iiitciifioii and designs of some parlieular persons in sending 
ilowii at this ty me, and in such a juiieture of aflaires (when ther is so gj't>at rumor of division 
and factiones in Seotland), is by them to leame the posture of business ther in the pari*, 
assemblies, and kingdome, tluit they may reeeave privat information from them, and make 
ther applii^tiones and uses thereof ai’coi'dinglie. That whiidi cuiifii ins this opinion to me 
the more, is, that the siiiding of these }»ersoiies to Scutliind was moved and seconded by 
such as profes themselves to be o' frenids w*out giveing us any notice 11k: reof till it was 
done; and the day before it was inotiuncil, tliey and yo' old Iriend Sir Henry Vaine younger, 
wer at u eonsullution together, and yo' iup; knowes how iiiueli jiuwer Sir Heiirie Vain lies 
with Sir W“‘ Armyiic and Mr Bowlls.^ Sir William Armyiie is a very hoiust gentle- 
men, but Mr Huwlls is very deserving, and duubthss is sent (thoghe not of inieiiliun 
of tlie pari') as a spy to give jirivul intelligence to some who tiro jealous and curious 
to uridci'staiid how all atlaii'S gue in Seotluiicl. Tiioinsone 1 hear is' a lndi:peiident, and 
(if he goo not away hefoie I can ineiti with some IVe.inds) 1 shall e’tryve that there 
may be u snare laid in his gaitt to stay his journey ; tliey wold be used with tdl civili- 
tie 'when they come, bot yo' loi': and others wold be vciie warie and eireomspcct in all 
> 0 ' proceedings and deallings w* them ; seeing iIkj hous of paii* and all such heir as 
desyres a happie aiiid weell-grounded pejiee, oi a short and prosperous wane., ar desir- 
ous that tlie fcJeottisli armie advance southwaixl (tdlhough 1 dare not presume to give 
any positive judgment without jiresyse knuwledge of the condition and posture of o' own 
kingdom), 1 tsiniiut sec any human means so probable and lylJie to setle religion and peace, 
and make o' nation tlie more considerable, as the advancing of o' armie soulliwaid if llie 
turbulent comotions and rud distractions of {Scotland may permitt, nor is it possible that 
so great an armie can bo longer entei-taiiu^rl by the northern (Xjuiities, so barren and much 
w'aisted with armies; nor CJiii it be expected Uiat the pari* of England cim be at so 
great charge as the entertainment of that armie (if they did reallie interlain them), unless 
Siey be more useful for tlie aius and publick seivico of Iwth kingdomes than to lye still in tJhes 
northern counties, being now reduced, ami the king to vexe the south with forces equall to 
theirs; bot there needs not arguments lopiove Uiis poynt, unless that basocreweof Irish 
rebells and their perfulious auifedeiates, and the unnuturtd factions of o' countrymen for- 

♦ The EiiRlith rominissiuners were — the earl of Rutland, Sir William Armyue, Sir Henry Vano 
(younger), Tliuiitas Thatcher, and llei.ry Duriily. 
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We And Johnston sent to liOndon, on the 4th of July, 1644, and it is pro- 
bable that, before that time, he had managed to visit l£ng1and without the cere- 
monial of a safe- guard from the falling monarch ; and on the 9th of January, 
1645, we And him along with Mr Hobeit Barclay, “ iuo of our coromissionei's 
lattlie returned from London,’’ reporting the progress of their proceedings to 
the hoiisej^ The proceedings of this commission, and of the assembly of divines 
nt Westminster, with which Warriston had a distinguished connexion, may be 
passed over as mattere of general history. Warned, probably, by the cautious 
intimations of the letter we have just quoted, Johnston was the constant atten- 
dant of the English commissioners on their progress to Scotland, and was the 
person who moved their business in the house. On the death of Sir Thomas 
llope, in 1646, Johnston had the inAiience to succeed him as lord advocate, an 
office for which he seems to have seasoned himself by his numerous motions 
against malignants. With a firm adherence to his previous political conduct, 
.iohnston refused accession to the well-known engagement which the duke of 
tiamilton conducted as a last eA'ort in behalf of the unfortunate monarch. 

On the 10th of January, 1649, the niaripiis of Argyle delivered a speecJi, 

uicii he called the brecking of the malignants’ teith, and that he quho w.as to 
speake after him, (viz. Warriston) wolde brecke tlier jawes.” Argyle found the 
teeth to be Ave, which he smashed one by one : — “ His Arst was against the 
ingagers being statesmen, and intrusted with great places, quho had broken 
their trust. II. Against the engagers’ committee-men, quho by ther tyrniiiiy 
bad opprest the subiects. III. Against declared maligants, formerlye fyned in 
jiarliament, or remitted, and now agnyne relapsed. IV, Against tliesse that 
wer eager promotters of the laitt ingageiiient with England. V. Against suche 
as had petitioned for the ndvancenietit of the Jevey.” After these were demo- 
lished, Johnston coninienced his attack on the toothless jaws ; he ** read a 
spenche two houres in lenthe, off his papers, being ane explanatione of Argyle’s 
live heads, or teith, as lie named them ; with the anssuering of such objects he 
thought the prynie ingagers wolde make in their awen defence against the 
housse now convened, wich they did not acnouledge to be a lawfiill parliament”*'* 

On the 6th of January, the iniiiiineiit d<anger of the king prompted the 
choosing a comniittee to act for his safety under instructions. The instructions 
w'ere fourteen ; and the most remarkable and essential, was, that a protest should 
be taken against any sentence pronounced against the king. “ That this king- 
dome may he free of all the dessolatione, misery, and bloodshed, that incertablie 
will follow thereupone, without offering in your ressone, that princes ar eximed 
from triall of justice.”^'* This was by no means in opposition to the principles 
which Johnston had previously professed, but his mind appears to have been Anally 
settled into a deep opposition to all monarchy. Along with Argyle he distin- 
guished himself in opposing the instructions, by a inetliod not honourable to 
their memory — a proposition that the measure should be delayed for a few days, 
to permit a fast to be held in the interim. One of the last of his iiiinisierial 

getting O'" covenant, ar grown lo such a higlit of mischeef iumI misery, as to make sucJi a 
rent at home as to ilisable us to assist o^ freinds, and prosecute that cause which 1 am con- 
fident God will Carrie one and perfylo against all opiiositiono ; and in confidence thereof I 
shall encourage myselfe, and rejo)(X} iiniler hope, althoghe 1 should never sie tlic end of itt. 
1 beseache you to haist back ibis bearer, and let mo know with him the condition of atiuirs in 
ScoAand ; how good freinds are, and how soon wo may expect 3 ' 0 '’ returne hither, or if 1 
must come to you befoir ye come to us. I referr the marquiss of Arg}le and my lord Bal- 
mcrinoch, and other freinds to }Oufor intelligence, tospair painesand supply the want of 
leasuro ; and wiil,siw noe more at this tyme, bot that 1 am your most atlcctionate and faithfuU 
friend, Loudounk."— Wedrote’s MS. Collectum, vol. Ixvi. The letter is dated from Worcester 
house, January 6, 1644. 

w Half. All! lii. 204, 248. ibid, 262. w Ibid, 377. Ibid, 384. 
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acts as lord advocate, was the proclamation of Charles 11. on the 5lh ol 
February, 1649 ; and he was on the 10th of Man^h, in the same year, appointed 
to his long-looked-for post of lord register, in plac^ of Cibson of Durie, super- 
seded by the act of classes. At the battle of Uuiibar, in 1650, he was one of 
the committee of the estates appointed to superintend the military motions of 
Leslie, and waa urgent in pressing the measure which is reputed to have lost 
the day to the Scots. He was naturally accused of treachery, but the charge h«ns 
not been supported. “ Waristoun,” says Burnet, was too hot, and Lesley 
was too cold, and yielded too easily to their humours, which he ought not to 
have done and the mistake may be attributed to the obstinacy of those, who, 
great in the cabinet and conventicle, thought they must be equally great in war. 

Warriston was among the few persons who in the committee of estates refused to 
accede to the treaty of Charles 11. at Breda; an act of stubborn consistency, which, 
joined to others of a like nature, sealed his doom in the royal heart After 
the battle of Dunbar, the repeal of the act of tdasses, which was found necessary 
as a means of re-constructing the army, again called forth his jaw-breakiii» 
powers. He wrote a most solid letter^’ on the subject to the meeting hehl 
at St Andrews, July IH, 1651, which appears never to have been read, hut 
which has been preserved by the careful Wodrow '^^ for the benefit of posterity. 
He wrote several short treatises on the sinfulness of joining nialignants,^’ 
destroying their jaws in a very considerate and logical manner. One of these 
is extant, and lays down its aim as follows : 

** The 6rst question coiiccriiiiig the sinfulness of the publick resolutions, hath 
bene handled in a former tractat. 'J1ie other <{:ieslioii remaines, anent y** sin- 
fulness and unlawfulness o(' the concurrence of particular ]»ersons.” The ques- 
tion is proposed in the following terms : — “ viz‘, when (Trod’s covenanted people 
intrusts (iod’s covenanted interest to the power of (iod’s anti- covenanted ene- 
mies, though upon pretence to tight against aiie other anti-coveiiantc<l enemy — 
whether a conscienscious covenanter c^ii law full ie concurre with such a partie in 
such a cause, or may lawfullie abstane, and rather give tcstimonie by sutlering 
against both parties and causes, as sinfull and prejudicial! to (bid’s honour and 
interest It is presupposed a diitie to oppose the common eneiuie. Tlie ques- 
tion is anent the meanes of resisting the unjust invader.’^ 

** Three things preinitted. 1. "J he clearing of terms. IT. Some distinctions. 
111. Some conjunctions haiidled.^^'^ The postulates are, perhaps, rather too 
sweeping for general opinion, but, presuming them to be granted, the reasonings 
of this lay divine are certainly sufficiently logical witiiin tlieir narrow s^iace, and 
may have appeared as mathematical demonstrations to those who admitted the 
deep sin of acc4$pting assistance from opponents in religious opinion. T'his re- 
sistance appears, however, to have been of a negative nature, and not to have 
extended to the full extremity of the remonstrance of the west ; at least when 
called on for an explanation by the coiiiiiiittee of Estates, he declined owning 
connexion with it : Warrcston did grant that he did see it, was at the voting 
of it, but refussed to give his votte therin. He denayed that he wes accessorey 
to the contriving of it at first”"'* 

After this period he appears to have been for some time sick of the fierce 
politics in which he had been so long engaged, and to have retired himself 
into the bosom of a large family. He is accused by a contemporary — not of 
much credit — of peculation, in having accepted sums of money for the disposal 
of officios under him ; and the same person in the same {>age states the improba- 
ble circumstance of his having restored the money so gained, on all the tkffices 

Bunuit, 8.T 28 WiKirow’s Collection, Ad. Lib. xxxii. 5, 15. 23 

24 Biill*. An. iv. 169. Scots Worliiies, 276. 
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being abolished by Cromwell, and that he was not affluent, having ** conquest 
no lands but Warriston,^"' of the avail of 1000 merks Scots a^year, where he 
now lives freed of trouble of state or country.” 

He was a member of the committee of protestors, who in 1657, proceeded 
to London to lay their complaints before the goveriinient. Cromwell knew the 
value of the man he had before him, and persuaded him to try the path of am- 
bition under the new government Wodrow and others have found it convenient 
to palliate his departure from the adherence to royalty, as an act for which it 
was necessary to find apologies in strong calls of interest, and facility of temper. 
It will, however, almost require a belief in all die mysteries of divine right to 
discover why Warriston should have adhered to royalty without power, and how 
the opinions he always professed should have made him prefer a factious support 
of an absent prince to the service of a powerful leader, his early friend and co- 
ailjiitor in opposing hereditary loyalty. 

On the 9th of July, 1657, he was re-appointed clerk register, and on the SihI 
of November in the same year, he was named as one of the commissioners for 
the administration of justice in Scotland.'^^ Cromwell created Johnston a peer, 
and he sat in the protector's upper house, with the title of lord Warriston, oc- 
cupying a station more brilliant, but not so exalted as those he had previously 
tilled. After the death of Cromwell, Warriston displayed his strong opposition 
to the return of royalty, by acting as president of the committee of safety under 
Kicliard Cromwell. Knowing himself to be marked out for destruction, be fled 
at the Restoration to France. It is painful, after viewing a life spent with 
honour and courage, in the highest trusts, to trai^e this great man’s life to an 
end which casts a blot on the times, and on the human race. He was charged 
to appear before the Fstates ; and having been outlawed in the usual form, on tho 
10th October, 1661, a reward of 5000 merks was oficred for his apprehension. 
Ry a fiction of law, the most horrible which a weak government ever invented 
J’or protection against powerful subjects, but which, it must be acknowledged, 
was put in force by Warriston and his confederates against Montrose, an a<a of 
forfeiture in absence passed against him, and he was condemned to death on the 
15lh of 31ay, 1661. The principal and avowed articles of accusation against 
him were, his offleial prosecution of the royalists, and particularly of (Gordon of 
Newton, his connexion with the Remonstrance, his sitting in parliament as a 
peer of England, and his accepting ofiice iiiider Oomwell. 

It was necessary that the victim of judicial vengeance should be accused of acts 
which the law knows as crimes ; and acts to which the best protectors of Charles 
the Second's throne were accessary, were urged agniitst this man. For the hid- 
den causes of his prosecution we must however look in his ambition, the in- 
fluence of his worth r.nd talents, and the unbending consistency of his political 
principles ; causes to which Wodrow has added his too ungracious censure of 
regal vice. 

In the mean time, Johnston had been lurking in Germany and the Low Coun- 
tries, from which, unfortunately for himself, he proceeded to France. A con- 
fidant termed major Johnston,” is supposed to have discovered his retreat ; 
and a spy of the name of Alexander Murray, commonly called ** crooked Mur- 
ray,” was employed to hunt him out This individual, narrowly watehing the 
motions of lady Warriston, discovered his dwelling in Rouen, and with consent 
of the council of France, he was brought prisoner to England, and lodged in 
the Tower on the 8th of June, 1663 ; thence he was brought to Edinburgh, not 

^ A small estate so near Edinburgh as to be now eiicrtwched upon by its suburbs. 

2® of Scotstarvel's Stag. State, 127. 

^ Haig and Briinton's Hist. College of Justice, 3t)8. 
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for the purpose of being tried, but to suffer execution of the sentence passed un 
liiiii in abseiK^. When presented to parliament to receive Sijiitonce, it was ap- 
parent that age, hardship, and danger, had done their work edectiially on his 
iron nerves ; and the intrepid advo<^‘ite of the covenant exhibited the mental im- 
becility of an idiot. His friends accused Dr Hales of having administered to him 
deleterious drugs, and weakened him by bleeding; an improbable act, which 
woidd have only raised unnecessary indignation against those who already had 
him siiHicientiy in their power. The apostate Sharpe, and his other enemies, 
are said to have ridiculed the sick lion ; hut there were at least a few of his op- 
ponents not too hardened to pity the wreck of a great intellect before them.““ 

Probably affected by the circ.umstances of bis situation, some of tlie meiiibei's 
showed an anxiety for a little delay ; but Lauderdale, who had received impera- 
tive inslructioiis regarding him, fiercely opposed the proposifion. He was sen- 
tenced to be banged at the cross of Kdinbiirgh on the 2:2nd of .Inly, his head be- 
ing to be severed from his body, and placed beside that of his departed brother 
ill the cause, Hulliric. Of the mournful ptigeant we extract the following ebar- 
actcrislic account from Wodrow : 

The day of his execution, a high gallows or gibbet was set np at the cross, 
and a scaffold made by it. About two o’clock he was taken from prison ; many 
of his friends attended him in mourning. When be came out, be was in 1 1 of 
holy cheevfidness and courage, and as in perfect serenity and composure of mind 
as ever be was. Upon the scaffold be acknowledged bis compliance with the 
[‘higlish, and cleared himself of the least share of the king’s death- He read his 
speech with an audible voice, first at the north side and then at the south side of 
the scaflbid: he prayed next, with the greatest liberty, fervour, and sense of liis 
own uiiworthiness, freijiicntly using the foresaid expression. Alter he had taken 
his leave of his friends, he prayed again in a perfect rapture ; being now near 
the end of that sweet work he had been so much employed about through his 
life, and felt so much sweetness in. Then the napkin being tied upon bis head, 
lie tried bow it would fit him, and lumie down and cover his face, and directed 
to the method how it should be broiiglit down wlieii he gave the sign. When 
he was got to the top of the ladder, to which he w'as helped, hecnause of hoilily 
weakness, he cried with a loud voice, ‘ I beseech you all who are the people ot 
(liod, not to scar [be scared] at sufferings for the interests of Christ, or stumble 
at any thing of this kind falling out in those days ; but be encouraged to siifler 
for him; for I assure you, in the name of the Lord, he will bejir your charges.’ 
This he repeated again with great fervour, while the rope was tying about bis 
neck, adding, ‘ The Lord hath grficiously comforted me.’ Then be asked the 
executioner if he was ready to do his office, who answering be was, he bid liiiii 

28 One of these was M‘Kci»zic, who, \^iih unchari table and improbable inferences, dniws 
the follow'ing graphic picture of the scene:-—** He was brought up the street discwvered [un- 
wveredj; and being brought into the council housti of Edinburgh, where the chsiiicellor min 
others waited to examine him, he fell upon his face roaring, and with tears entreated they 
would pity a poor creature who had forgot all that was in his bible. This moved all the spec- 
tators with a deep mclaiicJioly; and the chancellor, reflecting upon the mans former esteem, 
and the great share he had in all the late revolutions, could not deny some teara to the frailty 
of silly mankind. At his examination he pretended that he had lost so muijh blood by the 
unskillfulness of his ciiirurgeoiis, that he lost his memory with his blood; and I really believe 
that his courage had indeed been drawn out with it. Within a tew days he was brought 
liefore tlie parliament, where he discovered nothing but much weakness, running up and 
down upon his knees begging mercy. But the parliament ordained his former sentence to be 
put into execution, and accordingly he wiis exeimted at the cross of Ldinbuijgh. At his exe- 
cution he showed more composure than formerly, which his friends asenbed to God s mirs cu- 
lous kindness for him, but others thought that he had only formerly put on this disguise of 
madness to escape death in it, and that, finding the mask useless, he had returned, not to his 
wit, which he had lost, but from his madness, which lie liad counterfeited. —Sir (jf . M^Kenzw s 
Annals, 134<. 
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do it, and, crying out, * O, pray, pray ! praise, praise !’ was turned over, and 
died almost without a struggle, with his hands lift up to heaven/’ ^ 

The same partial hand has thus drawn his character : ‘‘ My lord Warriston 
^vas a man of great learning and eloquence ; of very much wisdom, and extr«v 
ordinary zeal for the public cause of religion and Reformation, in which he was 
a chief actor ; but above all, he was extraordinary in piety and devotion, as to 
which he had scarce any equal in the age he lived in. One who was his inti- 
mate acquaintance says, he spent more time, notwithstanding the great throng of 
public business upon his hand, in prayer, meditation, and close observation of 
providences, and self-examination, than ever he knew or heard of : and as he 
was very diligent in making observations on the Lord’s way, so he was visited 
with extraordinary discoveries of tlie Lord’s mind, and very remarkable provi- 
dences. lie wrote a large diary, which yet remains in the hands of his reku- 
tious ; an invaluable treasure of Christian experiences and observations ; and, 
as 1 am told by one who had the happiness to see some part of it, there is mixed 
in sometimes matters of fact very little known now, which would bring a great 
deal of light to the history of Scots adairs, in that period wherein he lived.”^^ 

Ihit his nephew llurnet, has in his usual characteristic manner, drawn a more 
happy picture of the stubborn statesman and hardy zealot, too vivid to be neg- 
lected : Warristoun was my own uncle; he was a man of great application, 
could seldom sleep above three hours in the twenty-four : he had studied the 
law carefully, and had a great quickness of thought, with an extraordinary 
iiieiiiory. He went into very high notions of lengthened devotions, in which he 
continued many hours a-day : he would often pray in his family two hours at a 
time, and had an unexhausted copiousness that way. What thought soever struck 
his fancy during these effusions, he looked on it as an answer of prayer, and was 
wholly determined by it. He looked on the covenant as the setting Christ on 
bis throne, and so was out of measure zealous in it He had no regard to the 
raising himself or his family, though lie had thirteen children ; but prosperity 
was to him more than all the world. He had a readiness and vehemence of 
speaking that made him very considerable in public assemblies ; and he had a 
fruitful invention ; so that he was at all times furnished with expedients.” 

JOHNSTON, (Oil) Ahthuii, a poet and physician, was born in the year 1587, 
at Cnskieben, the seat of bis family, a few miles from Aberdeen. He was the 
liftli son of George Johnston of that ilk and of Caskieben, the chief of the family 
of Johnston, by Christian i^'orbes, daughter of William, seventh baron Forbes. 
He appears to have been named after his uncle the honourable William Forbes 
of Logie, who was killed at Paris in the year 1574.^ 'J'his poet, whose chief 
characteristic was the elegance with which he expressed his own simple feelings 
as a poet, in the language appropriate to the customs and feelings of a past 
nation, has left in his lOpigramiriata an address to his native spot ; and, although 
Caskieben is a piece of very ordinary Scottish scenery, it is surprising how much 
he hiis made of it, by the mere force of bis own early associations. With the 
iiiiiiuUniess of an enthusiast, he does not omit the circumstance, that the hill of 
llonochie, a conical elevation about eight miles distant, casts its shadow over 
Caskieben at the periods of tlie equinox. As we shall be able, by giving this 
epigram, to unite a specimen of the happiest original ellbrts of the author’s 
genius, with circumstances personally conneacd with his history, we beg leave 
to extract it : — 

^ Wodrow, i. 3S5. 

Wodrow, i. 3(51. Much starcli has lately been made for this interesting document, but 
has proved vain. 

1 Johnston’s History of tlie Family of Juluisloii, 36. 



264 


JOHNSTON. 


^mula Thessalieis eii hie Jonstoiiia Teinpc, 

Hospes 1 hyperboreo fusa sub axo vides. 

JVlille per ambages nitidis argenteus uiidis. 

Hie Irepidat laetos Urius inter zigros. 

Kxplicat hie seras ingens Bennachius umbras, 

Nox ubi libratur laiicc diesque pari. 

Gemmifer est amnis, radial mens ipse lapillis, 

Queis nihil Ekius pur i us orbis habet. 

Hie pandit iiatura sinum, nativaque surgeiis 
Purpura felieem sub pede ditat humum. 

Acra per liquidum volucres, in flumirie piseos, 
AdspieJs in pratis luxuriare peeus. 
iiic seges est, hie poma rubctit, oneraiiLur aristis 
Arva, suns a:gre susiinet^arbor opes. 

Propter aquas arx est, ipsi contermiiia ccelo, 

Aueturis menti noii tameii wqua sui. 

Jmperat h:ce arvis et ve(*tigalibus uiidis, 

E^t famula stadiis distal ab urbe tribus. 

Ha:e niihi terra parens: gens has Jonstonia lymplias^ 
Arvaque per cciilum niissji tuclur avus 
Clara Muroiiads evasit Mantua euiiis ; 

Me mea natalis iiobililabil humus. 

TRANSLATION. 

Ilere, traveller, a vale behold 
As liiir as Teinpc, lurried of old, 

Keneutli tlie iiorlJiern sky 1 
Here Urie, wilh her silver waves. 

Her banks, in verdure smiling, laves, 

And winding wimples by. 

Here, towering high, Heiiuaehie spreads 
A round on ail his evening shadtis. 

When twilight grey eomes on : 

With simrkliiig gems tiie river glows ; 

As preeious stones the mountain rIlows 
As in tin? Kast are known. 

Here nature spreads a bi>s*3m swe«d, 

And native d^es beneath the feet 
Bedeck the joyous groin td ; 

Sport in the liquid air liie birds. 

And fishes in the stream ; the herds 
In meadows wanton round. 

Here ample liarn-yards still an; stoi etl 
With relics of lust 'autumn’s hoard 
And firstlings of this year ; 

There waving fields of yellow csorii. 

And rudily apple.s, that adorn 

The bending boughs, appear. 

Beside the stream, a castle proud 
liises amid the passing cJoud, 

And rules a wide domain, 

( Unequal to its lord’s desert :) 

A village near, with lowlicir art. 

Is built upon the plain. 

Here was I born ; o’er all the land 
Around, the Johnstons bear command. 

Of high and ancient line : 

Mantua acquired a rioted name 
As Virgil’s birth pla«? ; I my fame 
Initeril shall from mine. 
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In a timilar spirit he has left an epigram on the small burgh of Inyerury, in 
the neighbourho^ of Caskieben, in which he does not omit the circumstanoo, 
that the fuel of the inhabitants (vulgo, the peats) comes from the land in which 
he was born. A similat epigram to another neighbouring burgh ^ the royal 
burgh of Kintore> now holding the rank of a very small village, informs us that 
at the grammar schtml of that place he commenced the classical studies, which 
afterwards acquired for him so mudi eminence : 

** Hie ego sum memini musarum faetus alumnus, 

£t tiro didici verba Latina loqui.** 

After leaving this humble seat of learning, he is said to have studied at Mari- 
schal college in Aberdeen ; a circumstance extremely probable, but which seems 
to have no other direct foundation than the conjecture of Benson, from the 
vicinity of his paternal estate to that institution, and his having been afterwards 
elected rector of the university, an honour generally bestowed on illustrious 
alumni.*'^ • 

Johnston, intending to study medicine, a science which it would have been in 
vain at that period to have attempted in Scotland, proceeded to Home, and af- 
terwards to Padua, where he seems to have acquired some i^lebrity for the 
beauty of his earlier Latin poems, and took the degree of doctor in medicine/ 
He afterwards travelled through Germany, Holland, and Denmark, and finally 
fixed his abode in Prance. If he remained for a considerable period at Padua, 
he must have early finished his curriculum of study at Aberdeen, as he is said 
by Sir Thomas Urquhart, to have been laureated a poet in Paris at the age 
of twenty- three. 

He remained for twenty years in France, a period during which he was 
twice married, to ladies whose names are unknown, but who bore him thirteen 
children, to transmit his name to posterity. On his return to Britain about the 
year 1632, probably at the recuiumendation of Laud, who was his friend, and 
had commenced the career of court influence, Johnston was appointed physician 
to Charles 1., a circumstance wliich must have preceded or immediately followed 
his arrival, as he styles himself in the 6rst edition of his Parerga and Epigram- 
inata, published at Aberdeen in 1632, Medicus Hegius.” The Parerga con- 
sists, as its name may designate, of a variety of small pieces of poetry, which 
cannot be conveniently classed under a more distinct name. A few are satirical, 
but the lyrical (if they may be said to come correctly under that designation) 
form the most interesting portion. Johnston seldom indulges in the metaphoric 
brilliancy which characterized the native writers in the language which he chose 
to use ; but he has a considerable portion of their elegance, while much of the 
poetry is founded on association and domestic feeling, of which he has some ex- 
quisitely beautiful traits, which would have been extremely pleasing bad he used 
his vernacular tongue. He is said to have wished to imitate Virgil ; but 
those who have elevated Buchanan to the title of ** the Scottish Virgil,” have 
designated Johnston the Scottish Ovid a characteristic which may apply to, 
the versification of his Psalms, but is far from giving a correct idea of the spirit 
of his original pieces. It may not be displeasing to the reader who is unac- 
quainted with the works of this neglected author, to give an extract from one 
of the Parerga, addressed to his early friend and school companion Wedder- 

* Benson’s Life, prefixed to Johnston’s Psalms, vi. 

* “ Quod ex carmine manuscripts in Advocatorum Bibliotheca, Edinburgi servaio, intelli- 
gimus.^* The circumstance is mentioned in Sir Robert Sibbald’s Bibliogmpbia Sootioa, which 
though not a ** carmen,” may be the MS. referred to. 

in. 2 L 


'\ 



see 


JOHNSTON. 


burn^ — a piece strikingly depictive of tbe author's aflectionate feelings, and pro* 
bnbly detailing the effects of excessive study and anxiety : 

** Gernis ut obrepons mihi, Wedderbunie, senecta 
Spanerit indignus per caput omne nives. 

Dobile fit corpus, pulsis melioribus annis, 

Nec vigor Ingenii, qui fuit ante, mihi cst. 

Tempore mubito, mores mutantur et ipsi, 

Nec capior studiis, qua: placucre prius. 

Ante levcs risus, et emnt jocularia oordi, 

N unc me morosum, diflicilemque vides. 

Prena fit in rixas mens, ef pi*ot;livis in iras, 

Et senio pejor cura senilis edit. 

His ego, quoB possum, qiiasro medienmina morbis, 

Et mala, qwi fas esi, pcilere nitor ope. 

Sespe quod exegi pridem, juvenile revolvo 
Tcmpiis, ct in mcntemtii mihi Sfepe redis. 

Par, memini, oum nostcr gmorse prodidit, (eUi*;, 

Par genius nobis, ingcniuniqite fuiL 

Uiius ct ardor erat, Plicebicuiiscciiderc (‘ullein, 

Itique jugo summu sistere posse pedom,’* &c/ 

Benson mentions, that Johnston was a litigant in the court of session in 
Edinburgh, at the period of his return to Britain ; and probably the issue of 
his suit may account for a rather unceremonious attack in the l*arergn, on 
advocates and agents, unblusliingly addressed Ad duos rabiilas forensos, Adro- 
catum et Procuratorem,” of whom, without any respect for the college of Jus- 
tice, the auilior says, 

** IMagna mijiorque feraj, quanim paris altera liles; 

Altera dispensjis, utraquo dignu mori,” &c. 

On approaching the period when Johnston published his translation of the 
Psalms of David, we cannot lielp being struck with the circumstances under which 
he appears to have formed the design. Dr Eaglesham had, in the year 10^0, pub- 
lished a criticism of considerable length, for the purpose of proving that the public 
voice had erred in the merit it allowed to Buchanan's version of the Psalms, and 
modestly displaying a translation of the 104th psalm, of his own workmanship, 
between which and the psalms of Buclianan he challenged n comparison.^ l>r 
William Barclay penned a critical answer to this challenge,'* and Johnston made 
a fierce stroke at the offender, in a satirical article in the Parerga, which he 
calls Gont ilium Collegii Medici Parisiensis de Mania Hyperinori Medicastri,'’ 
commencing 

“ Qucb Buchananaels medicaster crimina musis 
Ohjicit, et quo se jactat inane melos ; 

Vidimus : et quotquot iractamus Pseoiils artes, 

Hie vates, uno diximus ore, furit,’* &c. 

Johnston, however, did not consider himself incapacitated to perform a work 
in which another had failed, and he probably, at that period, formed the reso- 
lution of writing a version of the psalms, which he afterwards produced, under 

Mr George Chalmers has stated that Wedderbum was the master of Johnston. Dr 
Irving aptly considers that the verses we have quoted above disprove tiio statement. 

* Eglisemii certamen cura Geoigio Buchanano pro dignitate Paraphraseos Psalmiciv. Lon- 
don, 1620 .-. 

* Barclail Judicium de certamine Eglisemii cum Buchanano pro dignitate Paraphra^ 
seos Psalmi civ. 
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Oie auspices, and with the advice of his friend Laud, which be published at 
London and Aberdeen, in 1637. No man ever committed a move imprudent 
act for his own fame ; as he was doomed by the nature of his task, not only to 
equal, but to excel, one of the greatest poets in the world. His &me was not 
increased by the proceedings of his eccentric countryman Lauder, who many 
years afterwards endeavoured with a curious pertinacity to raise the fame of 
Johnston’s version far above tliat of Buchanan. Mr auditor Benson, a man 
better known for his benevolence than his acuteness, was made the trumpet of 
Johnston’s fame. This gentleman published three editions of Johnston’s psalms ; 
one of which, printed in 1741, and dedicated to prince George, afterwards 
George HI., is ornamented with a very fine portrait of the poet by Vertue after 
Jamesone, and is amply illustrated with notes. The zealous editor received as 
his reward from the literary world, a couplet in the Dunciad, in which, in 
allusion to his having procured the erection of the monument to the memory 
of Milton in Westminster abbey, it is said 

On two unequal crutclies prupt be (uiine, 

Milton's on this, on that one JulmsLoii's name/' 

Benson has received much ridicule for the direction of his labours ; but if the 
life of Johnston prefixed to the edition of the psalms is from his pen, it does 
credit to his erudition. Many controversial pamphlets were the consequence of 
this attempt, — IMr Love answering Lauder, while Benson had to stand a more 
steady attack from the critical pen of Kuddiman. It would tire our readers 
here to trace a controversy which we may have occasion to treat in anotlier 
place. The zeal of these individuals has not furthered the fame of Johnston : 
and, indeed, the height to which they attempted to raise his merit, has naturally 
rendered the world blind to its real extent It cannot be said that the version 
of Buchanan is so eminently superior as to exclude all comparison ; and, indeed, 
we believe the schools in Holland give Johnston the preference, with almost as 
much decision, as we grant it to Buchanan. The merit of the tuo, is, indeed, 
of a dilferent sort, and we can fortunately allow tliat each is excellent, without 
bringing them to a too minute comparison. Johnston has been universally 
allowed to have been the more accurate translator, and few exceptions can be 
found to the purity of his language, while he certainly has not displayed either 
the richness, or the majesty of Buchanan. Johnston is considered as having 
been unfortunate in his method : while Buchanan has luxuriated in an amazing 
variety of measure, he has adhered to the elegiac couplet of hexameter and 
pentameter, excepting in the 119th psalm, in which he has indulged in all the 
varieties of lyrical arrangement which the T.iiiiii language admits : an inapt 
I'hoic^e, as Hebrew scholars pronounce that psahti to be the most prosaic of the 
sacred poems.^ 

’ An esteemed (X)rrcBpondent supplies us with the followirig note: — ** It may be enough to 
prove the elegance and accuracy of Arllmr Jolmstoii’s lAlinit) , to say, that his version of the 
104 th psalm has frequently been compared with that of Buchanan, and that scholars are not 
unanimous in adjudging it to be inferior. As an original poet, he docs not aspire to the same 
high oompanionsliipt though liis compositions are pleasing, and not witiiout spirit. One curi- 
ous particular concerning wese two authors lias been remarked by Dr Johnson, from which, 
it would appear, that modem literature owed to the more distinguished of them a device very 
convenient for those whose powers of description were limited. When a rhymer protested 
his mistress resembled Venus, he, in fact, acknowledged his own incapacity to celebrate her 
charms, and gave instead a sort of catchword, by means of which, referriiiff back to the 
ancients, a general idea of female perfections might bo obtained. This conventional language 
was inti^uced by Buchanan; * wlio,* sa}S the critic just named, * was the first who oompii- 
mented a lady, by ascribing to her the diilereiit perfections of the heathen goddesses ; hut 
Johnston,* he adds, * improved upon this, by making liis mistress at the same time, free 
from tlieir defects !’ ’* 
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A writer in the Scots Magamne for the year 1741, has noticed one excellence 
in the psalms of Dr Johnston, distinct from those which have been so amply 
heaped on him by Lauder ; and as we agree with the author in his opinion of 
the quality, we sliall quote his words : ** There is one perfection in the doctor’s 
version, which is not sufficiently illustrated ; and that is, the admirable talent he 
has of expressing things which are pecuUar to the sacred writings, and never to 
be met with in classic authors, in the most pure and elegant Latin. This the 
reader will perceive if he looks into the 83rd and 108th psalms : and still more 
so upon perusing the Te Deiim and the apostles* creed. * To thee all angels 
cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein ; To thee cherubim and sera- 
phim continually do cry, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of Sabaoth.’ ” 

** Grex saccr auratis qui pervolat tctli eni peiiiiis 
Impcrio nutuque iuo ; supremaquo muinli 
Teiiiplu, iu!i cffilata maiiu ; rasliquc potestas 
Omnis^ et igne micans acies; et lucidus ordo, 

AgmiiiisuUgeri princeps, iibi, tiiaxime ruruni,’’ 

How poeti<*.ally are the angels described by 

Grex sacer auratis qui pervolat ajthcra’peniiis. 

And in like manner the cherubims and sernphims, who are mentioned with the 
powers of heaven,^ 

** Cffilique potestas,*' &c. 

A late writer, considerably versed in classical and biblical criticism— Mr Ten- 
nant — whose opinion coincides to a certain extent witli that which we have just 
quoted, finds, that even after the luxuriant fervidness of Buchanan, there is 
much to admire in the calm tastefulncss and religious feeling of Johnston, and 
that the work of the latter is not only a more faithful translation, but given in a 
manner better suited (in his opinion,) to the strains of the holy minstrel, than 
that followed by the fiery genius of Buchanan, when restricted to translation. 

He is not,” remarks this author, ** tempted like Buchanan, by his luxuriance 
of phraseology, and by the necessity of filling up, by some means or other, 
metrical stanzas of prescribed and inexorable length, to expatiate from the 
psalmist’s simplicity, and weaken, by circumlocution, what he must needs beat 
out and expand. His diction is, therefore, more firm and nervous, and, though 
not absolutely Hehra*an, makes a nearer approach to the unadorned energy of 
Jewry. Accordingly, all the sublime passages are read with more touching 
effect in his, than in Buchanan*s translation : he has many beautiful and even 
powerful lines, such as can scarce be matched by his more popular competitor ; 
the style of Johnston possessing somewhat of 0 vidian ease, accompanied with 
strength and simplicity, while the tragic pomp and worldly parade of Seneca 
and Prudentius are more affected by Buchanan.”^ 

Let us conclude this subject with remarking the peculiar circumstance, that 
while Scotland has produced two Latin versions of the palms, rivals in excel- 
lence, the talent of the whole nation hiis been unable to produce any English 
version which can be considered as even tolerable in point of versification. In 
1641, Johnston died at Oxford, where he had gone on a visit to a daughter mar- 
ried to a divine of the church of England. Besides the works already mentioned, 
he wrote Musce Aulicae, addressed to his eminent contemporaries, translated Solo- 
mon’s Song, the Greed, and the Lord’s Prayer, and edited the Delitiie Poetarum 

" Soot. Mag. iii. 255. * Ed. Lit. Journal, iii. 289. 



JOHNSTON. 


269 

Scotorum, in which he introduced not a few of his own productions. His works 
were published at Middleburg, in 1642, by his friend Scott of Scotitarvet 
The present representatives of his family are, Sir William Johnston of Hilton, 
in Aberdeenshire, and Mr Johnston of ViewSeld in the same county. 

The brother of the poet was a man of some local celebrity ; he was Dr William 
Johnston, professor of mathematics in the Marischal college of Aberdeen. ** He 
was/’ says Wodrow, ** ane learned and experienced physitian. He wrote on 
the mathematics. His skill in the Latin was truly Ciceronian.”^** 

JOHNSTONE, James, a physician of some eminence, was born at Annan in 
the year 1730. He was the fourth son of John Johnstone, Esq. of Galabank, 
one of the oldest branches of the family of that name. He received the rudi- 
ments of his classical education from Dr Henry, the well known author of the 
History of Great Britain. The science of medicine he studied first in Edinburgh 
and afterwards in Paris ; and such was his progress in these studies, that he 
took the degree of doctor of medicine before he had completed his twenty-first 
year. On this occasion he published a thesis, De Aeris Fnctitii Imperio in 
Corpore Humaiio,’^ which discovered an ability that procured him many valuable 
friends. On completing his education. Dr Johnstone commenced practice at Kid- 
derminster, in Worcestershire, where he quickly acquired a great degree of 
celebrity by the successful manner in which he treated a peculiar epidemic, 
called, from its remarkable virulence in that locality, the Kidderminster fever. 
Of this fever, and his mode of treating it, he published an account in 1758, an 
exceedingly iinp(»rtant treatise, from the circumstance of its pointing out the 
power of minerals and vapours to correct or destroy putrid febrile contagion. 
This discovery, now so frequently and successfully employed in arresting the 
progress of infection, and in purifying infected places, though since claimed by 
others, belongs beyond all doubt to Dr Johnstone ; who pointed out also the 
simple process by which it was to be efiected — viz., by pouring a little vitriolic 
acid oil common salt 

Dr Johnstone was well known in the learned world by several interesting pub- 
lications on subjects connected with his profession, and by several important ad- 
ditions which he made to the general stock of medical knowledge. Amongst 
these was the discovery of a cure for the ganglion of the nerves, and of the lym- 
phatic glands. 

From Kidderminster he removed to Worcester, where he continued to prac- 
tise till within a few days of his death, which happened in 1802, in the seventy- 
third year of his age. His death was much regretted, and it was then consi- 
dered that the medical science had by that event lost one of its brightest 
ornaments. Dr Jolinstoiie acquires no small degree of additional celebrity from 
his having been the intimate friend of the amiable George lord Lyttleton, and 
from his being the author of the affecting account of that nobleman’s death, in- 
serted by Dr Johnson in his Lives of the Poets. 

In a letter which he addressed to the editor of Doddridge’s Letters, he says— 

Lord Bacon reckons it a great deficiency in biography that it is for the most 
part confined to the actions of kings and princes, and a few persons of high 
rank, while the memory of men distinguished for worth and goodness in the 
lower ranks of life has been only preserved by tradition.” The latter character 
was Dr Johnstone’s, and the deficiency would indeed have been great had his 
name been omitted in the list of those who have deserved well of their country 
and of posterity. His general chai'acter and conduct are spoken of in terms of 
high admiration by all his contemporaries and biographers ; and the serenity of 
his death, the cheerful and resigned spirit in which he contemplated and awaited 

Catalogues of Scottish Writers; published by Mr Maidmcnt, Edinburgh, 1833, p. 114. 
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that event, is made a conspicuous feature in the history of his useful but unob- 
trusive life. 

His celebrity as a medical practitioner was very great, and his professional 
skill was fortunately associated with a singular degree of kindness and amenity 
of manner — qualities to which the Kev. Job Orton, a man himself celebrated for 
piety and talent, thus bears leslimony : 1 left Shrewsbury and came to Kid- 

derminster, that I might have the advice of a very able and skilful physician. 
Dr Johnstone, who hath always proved himself a faithful and tender friend, to 
whose care as a physician 1, under God, owe my life, and to whose friendship I 
am indebted for some of the greatest comforts of it.” 

Several of Dr Johnstone’s physiological inquiries were published in the Phi- 
losophical Transactions, and are to be found in the 54tli, 57th, and GOth 
volumes of that work. They were afterwards enlarged and printed separately. 

JOHNS'J'ON, John, a Tiatiii poet and classical scholar of considerable emi- 
nence in the earlier part of the 17th century. Though this Individual is one of 
the ornaments of a very distinguished age of Scottish literature, the dale of his 
birth is not accurately ascertained, but it must have been previous to the year 
1570, as in 1587 he began to be known to the world, lie styles himself 
** Abredonensis and as he was a member of the house of Crimond, he was 
probably born at the family seat near Aberdeen. Dr M'Crie, whose minute la- 
bours have thrown so much light on the literary history of this period, has, 
among other facts connected with Johnston, (which we shall here carefully re- 
capitulate,) dis(x>vered the name of his master, from the last will of the poet, in 
which he adectionately leaves to that individual his white cup with the silver 
foot”^ The same instrument appoints, as one of his executoi*s, Mr Kobert 
Johnston of Creimond,” probably his brother, a person who appears to have been 
in 1635 elected provost of Aberdeen.^ Johnston studied at King’s college in 
Aberdeen, whence, al'ter the usual custom of the age, he made a studious peri- 
grination among the continental universities, which he continued during a 
period of eight years. In 1587, we find him at the university of llelmstadt, 
w'hence he transmitted a manuscript copy of Buchanan’s Sphtera, to be re-edited 
by Pincier, along with two epigrams of his own.^ In 1587, he was at the uni- 
versity of Hostock, where he enjoyed the intimacy and correspondence of the 
elegantly learned but fanciful Justus Lipsius. An epistle from this veteran in 
classical criticism to his younger associate, is preserved in the published corres- 
pondence of the former, and may interest from the paternal kindness of its 
spirit, and the acknowledgment it displays of the promising genius of the young 
Scottish poet 

** You love me, my dear Johnston, and you praise my constancy. 1 heartily 
second the former statement, but as to the latter, I am afraid 1 must receive it 
with some diffidence, for 1 fear 1 have not achieved the praiseworthy excellence 
in that quality which your affectionate feelings have chosen to assign to me. I 
am, however, not a little flattered by the circumstance that David Chytrmus (by 
the way, who is that man ?) is, as you say, of the same opinion with yourself in 
this matter, whether by mistake or otherwise. Whatever may be in this, I love 
— ^indeed 1 do — that constancy which has secured me so many friends ; in the 
number of which, my dear Johnston, 1 not only ask, but command you to con- 
sider yourself as henceforth enrolled. Should God again grant to me to stand 
on and behold the soil of Germany, (and such an event may perhaps happen 

1 Item— I leave to Mr Robert Merser, Persoun of Banquhorie, (Banchory, near Aber- 
deen,) my auld kynd maister, hi tuikeii of ray tlumkful dewtie, my quhyit cope with the sil- 
ver fit.” — WCne» Mclviile, i. 351. 

’ History of the Family of Johnston, 29. 

* M‘Crie’s Melville, i. 331. 



JOHNSTON. 


271 


sooner than we wish, as matters are now moving,) 1 shall see thee^ ^nd we shall 
shake hands as a token of truth and affection. For your verses I return you 
thanks, which shall be doubly increased, if you will frequently favour me with 
your letters, in which I perceive evident marks of your wonted elegance and 
erudition. — Leyden^ tfue 20t/i March, 1588.’’^ 

Johnston appears to have early embraced the doctrines of the presbyterian 
church of Scotland, and to have retained them with the characteristic firmness of 
the sect He was the intimate friend of its accomplished partisan Andrew Mel- 
ville, whose influence probably procured him the appointment to the professor- 
ship of divinity in the new college of St Andrews, as successor to John Robert- 
son, — an advancement which he obtained previously to the year 1594», as he is 
discovered, under the term maister in the new college,” to have been elected 
one of the elders of St Andrews, on the 28th November, 1593. Johnston was 
a useful assistant to his illustrious friend, in the opposition to the harassing 
efforts of king James to introduce episcopacy. Ho must have been included in 
the interdict of the visitation of the university commission, by which the pro- 
fessors (»f theology and philosophy, not being pastors of the church, were pro- 
hibited from sitting in church courts, exciept through an election regulated by the 
council of the visitation : and in the General Assembly which mot at Dundee in 
L598, whither both had resorted to oppose the too great tenderness of James 
for the church, in proposing to admit its representation in parliament, Melville 
and .lohnston wore charged to quit the city, with the usual formality of the pain 
of rebellion in case of refusal In 1603, these friends again appear acting in 
concert, in a correspondence with Du Plessis, on the subject of the synod of 
Gap in France having censured certain peculiar opinions on the doctrine of 
justidcation. They did not presume to judge of the justice of the synod of 
(rap, but begged leave to express their fears that strong measures would inflame 
the minds of the disputants, and that a farther agitation of the question might 
breed a dissension very injurious to the interests of the evangelical churches. It 
appeared to them that both parties held the protestant doctrine of justification, 
and only differed a little in their mode of explaining it. They, therefore, in 
the name of their brethren, entreated Du Plessis to employ the authority which his 
piety, prudence, learned writings, and illustrious services in the cause of Chris- 
tianity had given him in the Gallican church, to bring about an amicable ad- 
justment of the controversy.”^ Without inquiring into the minutia of the con- 
troversy, the knowledge that it was a theological one is sufilcient to make us 
appreciate the advice as exceedingly sound ; and we have the satisfaction to 
know, as a rare instance, that it produced the desired effect. During the pre- 
vious year Johnston had published at Amsterdam his first complete poetical 

* Joanni Johnstoiio, Scolo, 

Quod et me aimis, et oonstantiam meamlaudas, mi Jonstoiie: alterum valde amplector 
et approbo, alterum timidt>, quia scio rcipsa non attingcre me culmcii hoc laudfs, in quo col- 
locat me tuus affeotus. Etsi tameii nonnihil blanditur, quod David Cliytreeus (quis iUe vir I) 
pariter tecum, ut uis, sive judicat, sive ormt. Quidquid hujus est, amo, jam amo con- 
stantiam meam quae tarn multos mihi conciliat amicos. In quo iiuniero ut fideriter te dein- 
ceps censeas, mi Jonstone, jubeo, non solum rogo. Quod si Deus mild tangere et videre 
Germaniffi solum iterum dedcrit (fiet fortaase voto citius, ut res Idc fluunt) te videbo, et dex- 
teram jungam, tusseram fidei ct amoris. De carmine gmtiarn tibi habeo, magis magisque 
habiturus, si crebro me epistolis tuis siilutaveris, in quibus notes claras video clegantise priscie 
et ductrinse. Lugd. Batav., xi Kaicnd., April. opera, ii. 29. Ijetter xxxyUU 

David Chytrccus, whom Lipsius singularly d6e8 not appear to have known, was a man of 
much eminence; he was professor' of divinity at Rostock, and died pretty much advanced in 
years about the year 1600. He wrote several works, among which his continuation of Albert 
(Jrantz’s History of the Saxons and Vandals, and his ** Hisloire Do la Confession d*Aux- 
bouig,” were published previously to the date of this epistle. Lipsius had every reason to be 
modest on the subject of his “ constancy.” 

» M‘Crie*s Melville, ii. 101, 
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lYork, entitled InscriptioneB HistoricsB Regftim Scoterum, continuata annorum 
aerie a Fergusio 1. ad Jacobum VI. Praefixiis eat Gatheliu^ sire de gentis orU 
gine, Fragmentum Andrese Melvini. Additae aunt iconea omnium regum nobilia 
Familim Stuartorum,” 4to; and in 1603, he publiahedat Leyden, ** Heroeaex 
Omni HiatorJa Scotica Lectiasimi,’* 4to« Both theae productions hare been 
preaerred in the Delitim Poetarum Scotorum, by the author’s relative, Arthur 
Johnston. The former is a series of epigrammatic addresses to the Scottish 
monarchs, commencing with Fergus I., and duly passing through the ex- 
tended list, to the reigning monarch James VI ; regarding whom it is worthy of 
commendatory remark, that the author is more lavish of commendations on the 
good fortune which providence had bestowed on him, than on his talents or 
kingly qualitiea The Heroes ” is a tissue of similar epigrams, addressed to 
the heroes who distinguish the reigns of the same line of kings, commencing 
with Ferchainl, the great coitimander-in-chief of king Keuther. Of course, both 
works laud the virtues of many men who never drew breath. The merits of 
Johnston as a poet cannot be said to rise beyond those of the mere epigramma- 
tist : to the classical elegance of his Latinity, we believe few objections can be 
found, but he displays more of the neatness of illustration, and precise aptness 
of association, which may be taught, than of the inborn poetic fire ; and his 
works are perhaps more pleasing in the restrictions of a classical tongue, than 
they might have been had he allowed himself to range in the freedom of his ver- 
nacular language. When treating those who never existed, or of whom little is 
known, the absence of all interest from the subject adds to the coldness of the 
epigram, and leaves room for the mere conceit to stand alone ; but in treating of 
interesting or striking events, Johnston could sometimes be lofty, and hit a 
chord of feeling. We might instance, as favourable specimens, the epigram to 
the family of the Frasers, massacred by the Glanranald in 1544, and that to 
Robert the Bruce. In 1609, Johnston published at Leyden, Gonsolatio 
Ghristiana sub Gruoe, et Iambi de Felicitate Hominis Deo reconciliati, 8vo; in 
1611, he published ** Iambi Sacri;” and in 1612, Tetrasticha et Lemmata 
Sacra~-.ltem Gantica Sacra — Item leones Hegum Judeae et Israelis. Lugd. Bat.^ 

Johnston died in the month of October, 1612 ; the last scene of his life is 
drawn by James Melville in a letter to his uncle, dated the 25th of November 
ensuing; of which we cannot avoid giving the terms, as translated by Dr 
M'Grie. “ Your colleague John Johnston closed his life last month. He sent 
for the members of the university and presbytery, before whom he made a con- 
fession of his faith, and professed his sincere attachment to the doctrine and dis- 
cipline of our church, in which he desired to die. He did not conceal his 
dislike of the lately erected tyranny, and his detestation of the pride, temerity, 
fraud, and whole conduct of the bishops. He pronounced a grave and ample 
eulogium on your instructions, admonitions, and example ; craving pardon of 
God and you, for having ofiended you in any instance, and for not having 
borne more meekly with your wholesome and friendly anger. As a memorial, 
he has left you a gilt velvet cap, a gold coin, and one of his best books. His 
death would have been a most mournful event to the church, university, and 
all good men, had it not been that he has for several years laboured under an 
Incurable disease, and that the ruin of the church has swallowed up all lesser 
sorrows, and exhausted our tears.”^ 

We learn that he had married Gatharine Melville of the family of Carribee — 

“ Maidment’s Catalogues of Scots Writers, 14 — Sibbald’s Bibliotheca Scotticii, MS., 49. 
There is some difflrenco in the names, ns recorded by these two writers, and never having 
seen tlie works themselves, we take what appear to be the more correct titles. 

’ M*Crie’s Mdvillc, ii. 284. 
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but at what period seems not to be known — and he has left behind him epitaphs 
on her and their two children. It appears that in 1600, he. had been elicited 
to become ** second minister’’ of Haddington. Besides the works already men- 
tioned, there exist, or did exist by him in MS. in the Advocates’. Library, 
Srt^eepcinf sive de coronis Martyrum in Scotia Liber IJniis,^^ — ^De coronis 
Martyrum in Anglia Libellus alter, — and Peculium Ecdesies Scoticann, et alia 
^umdani Poemata.’’ He wrote epigrams on the chief towns of Scotland, which 
have been appropriately inserted in Gainbden^s Britannia ; and some of his let- 
ters are to be found in the correspondence of that eminent antiquary. Andrew 
Melville says, Mr Johne Davidsone left sum nots behind of our tyme, and so 
did Mr Johne Johnstoun what has become of these we know not . . 

JOHNSTON, Robert, an historian, existed in the earlier part of the seven- 
teenth century. The works of this individual are well known, but he has not 
achieved personal eminence ; and we neither know when he was born, nor the 
station which he occupied in life. At Amsterdam was printed in 1655, his 

Historia Rerum Britannicarum, ut et multarum Oallicarum, Belgicarum, et 
German icarum, tain politicarum, quain ecclesiasticarum, ab anno 1573, ad 
1628.” 

This work was intended as a continuation of Buchanan ; and bishop Nichol- 
son, no bestower of heedless praise, appears to think that it nearly equals in 
style the work which it imitated.^ The late lord Woodhouselee, a less scrupu- 
lous critic where a Scotsman was concerned, calls it A work of great merit, 
whether we consider the judicious structure of the narrative, the sagacity of the 
reflections, the acute discernment of characters, or the classical tincture of the 
style. In those passages of his history,” says this writer, where there is room 
for a display of eloquence, he is often singularly happy in touching those char- 
acteristic circumstances which present the picture strongly to the mind of the 
reader, without a vain parade of words, or artificial • refinement of sentiment. 
We may cite as an example, his description of the death of Mary, queen of 
Scots, lib. iv. Jiu5 anno, 1586 : and the circumstances attending the death of 
Essex, with the author's reflections on that event, lib. ix. sud anno, 1641.” 
The same author farther mentions that Robert Johnston was one of the execu- 
tors of George Heriot, the founder of the hospital.^ Johnston, besides this 
extensive work, wrote The History of Scotland during the minority of James 
/ VI.,” published at London in 1646. Wodrow mentions an ** Epitome Histo- 
ric Rerum Britannicarum,” published, according to his account, in 12mo, in 
1642, some time previously to the appearance of the larger work.^ Sir Robert 
Sibbald seems to find nothing more remarkable to tell us about Johnston, t han 
that he was on intimate terms with Bruce, baron of Kinloss. ** Robertus 
Jonstonus baroni Kiliosensi Brusio dum viveret, charus ; vir varic lectionis, 
e^gia eruditionis, limati judicii.” He mentions that Johnston is said to have 
died in 1630, and gives us an epigram on his history from the pen of Joannes 
•Owen.'l. There is . in the Advocates’ Library a ponderous manuscript History of 
Scotland, by a person of the name of Johnston, and generally understood to be 
at least partly written by the subject of our memoir. The manuscript has 
* belonged to lord Fair&x, and at the commencement is the following note in his 
handwriting : 

Of the gift of Mr David Johnston, burgess of Edinburgh, itt beinge the 
labour of his late father and grandfather, (the first draught) A transcript 

’ Nicholson’s Scottish Historical Library, 121. 

* Tytler’s Karnes, i. Ap. i. 

* Wodrow’s Gatidoffues of Scottish Writers, 14. 

« Sibbaldi Biblioth. Scot. MS., 221. 
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whereof he reserves to himself, (but is not all printed.) nor is ther any coppy 
therof, but onlye this, beinge for the most part a translation of Pucquhatiau, 
but with very many additions not thought lit to publish. Fairfax. 30t/i Octo- 

ber, 1655.” 

JONES, Paul, (originally John Paul,) a nautical genius of no ordinary char- 
acter and endowments, was born at Arbigland, in the parish of Kirkbeaii, and 
stewartry of Kirkcudbright, in the month of July, 1747. Jle was the reputed 
son of John Paul, who acted as gardener to Mr Craik of Arbigland, by his wife, 
who had been cook to the same gentleman. It was generally believed, how- 
ever, that Mr Craik was the real father of this extraordinary adventurer. The 
education of Paul Jones — to use the name which he assumed in after life — was in 
no respect diderent from that usually given in Scotland to boys of his rank; and it 
is not recorded that he showed any symptoms, while at stihool, of that capacity 
by which he was undoubtedly distinguished in advanced life. From his earliest 
years he manifested a decided predilection for a seafaring life, and at the age 
of twelve, was apprenticed as a mariner to a Mr Yeung, a respectable merchant 
in Whitehaven, whence he made his 6i*st voyage in 1760, in the ship Friendship 
of that port, under the care of a captain Benson, for the Kappahannoc, Virginia. 
Living on the shore of the Solway, ail the amiisemenU and ideas of young Paul 
seem to have been from his very cradle maritime. While yet a mere child he 
hoisted his mimic flag, rendezvoused his tiny fleet, and gave forth his orders to 
his imaginary captains, with all the consequence of a veteran commander. The 
town of Dumfries was at this period deeply engaged in American trade, parti- 
cularly in importing tobacco, and the Nith being too shallow to float the larger 
vessels up to the town, their cargoes were discharged at Carse-thorn, on the Gal- 
loway coast, where the subjec:t of this memoir w'as a daily observer of their op- 
erations, and not unfrequenlly ventured to challenge the modes of procedure 
followed by experienced seamen. Here, too, he had early and abundant 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with the colonists engaged in that traffic, 
whose bold and liberal sentiments seem, at a very early period of his life, to 
have made the New World, as he afterwards expressed himself, the country of 
his fond election.” These early impressions were doubtless aided by the circum- 
stance of an elder brother having settled there, and being in the full enjoyment 
of the peace and the plenty with which, so long as the states were submissive 
ixilonies of Great Britain, it was universally admitted the inhabitants were gen- 
erally blessed. With this brother he made his abode during the time his ship 
was in the Kappahannoc on his first voyage, and most probably on his subse- 
quent voyages; wiiich could not fail in some degree to have attached him to the 
country, though he had been devoid of any prepossessions in its favour. The 
early indications of genius, which we have noticed above, w'ere fully supported 
in his new station. His singular intelligence and propriety of conduct ex- 
cited the wonder, and, in some degree, the respect ef his ship-mates, at the 
same time that they gained him the esteem and the confidence of his employer, 
who promised to give him the proof of his approbation by appointing him to the 
command of one of his ships. Unfortunately for both parties, untoward circum- 
stances prevented the master from having it in his power to pay this substantial 
tribute of respect to the merits of his faithful apprentice, whose time having ex- 
pired, he entered to the command of a slave ship, and made several voyages to 
the coast of Africa in prosecution of that disgraceful ^traffic. How long he con- 
tinued in this trade his biographers have not told us ; but to his honour they have 
stated that he felt disgusted with the employment, and at length ** confined his 
services to the cx>mmand of vessels engaged in a more reputable and legitimate 
coiimierce.” In the year 1773, the death of his brother in Virginia, without 
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having kft any children, called him over to that country to look after the settle- 
ment of his affairs, on ^vhich occasioni all his transatlantic predilections being 
revjived, he resolved to withdraw from the dangers and the vicissitudes of a sea- 
faring life, to settle in the colony, and to devote the remainder of liis days to 
the peaceful pursuits of rural industry and philosophic retirement 

There is nothing more curious in the history of tlie human mind than that 
satiety and langour which so frequently comes over the most active spirits; 
Cowley often liad thoughts of burying liiiiiseJf in the woods of America, where 
he fancied he would be happy, in seclusion from all intercourse with tiie busy 
and bustling portions of society : Cromwell, with all his unconquerable daring 
and iinqiieiichable activity — and Hambden, one of the brightest, the boldest, and 
the most disinterested spirits that have adorned any age or country, despairing 
of the state of political affairs in their native land, sought to escape their uneasy 
sensations, and to secure religious peace and happiness, by the same expedient 
Akin, perhaps, to these cases was that of Paul Jones, whose mind seems from the 
first to have been replete with lofty aspirations, fitting him for greatness, while 
his connexions in his own country were of a nature to prevent his ever gratify- 
ing them. We can easily conceive this bold and enthusiastic man sensible of 
the superiority of his powers above those of most other men, but fretting at the 
cold obstructions which were put before him, by the rules and liabits of society 
in his own country, and also perliaps at the notoriety of his ignoble origin ; and 
therefore preferring to lose himself in an American forest, where, if he did not 
gain any distinction, he would not at least be esteemed as lower than his per- 
sonal merit warranted. Had the colonies been in a state of tranquillity, Jones 
would probably have spent the remainder of his days as a simple colonist, or 
perhaps gone back to sea, to escape the monotony of a life but little suited to 
his faculties. The country, however, was now in a state of high effervescence, 
which was every day increasing, and which called forth the energies, such as 
they were, of every individual among them, either on the one side or' the other. 
Great dissatisfaction had for a long period been prevalent respecting the mea- 
sures of the British government in reference to the colonies, and in the specu- 
lations of the colonists with regard to the steps necessary to be taken for coun- 
teracting these measures, Jones found the tedium of his retirement wonderfully 
relieved. Open resistance was no sooner proposed, than he found that he had 
mistaken the natural bent of his genius, which was much more turned towards 
action than solitary speculation ; and when Congress, in the close of the year 
1775, began to equip a naval force to assist in asserting American independence, 
he stepped boldly forward to offer his service. He was at once appointed to be 
first lieutenant aboard the Alfred, one of the only two ships belonging to the 
Congress ; and in that capacity hoisted with his own hands for the first time the 
flag of independent America. In the course of a few months, by his activity 
and success, he gained the entire confidence of the marine committee, and from 
the hands of the president received a captain's commission. In the end of the 
year 1777, he was sent to France, in command of the Kanger, a new sloop of 
war, with despatches containing an account of the victory obtained by the 
colonists at Saratoga. As a reward for the important services he had already 
rendered to tlie Americans, it was ordered that he should be promoted to the 
command of the Indian, a fine frigate built for the Congress at Amsterdam, the 
Banger, at the same time, acting under his orders ; but the American commie^ 
sioners at Paris, from motives of policy, assigned the Indian over to the king of 
France. Captain Jones, of course, remained in command of the Ranger, with 
with which he convoyed a fleet of merchant-men to Quiberon Bay, and there,* 
from Uie French commandant, received the first salute that had ever been given 
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to th« American flag. Highly indignant at the reaolution taken by the British 
government, to treat every colonist who supported Congress in. their aims at in- 
dependence as traitors, and emulous of the exploits of sonie British seamen on 
the American coast, Jones soon after entered the Irish channel, and on the night 
of the SSnd of April came to anchor in the Solway firth, almost in sight of 
the trees which sheltered his native cottage. The place must have awakened 
many strange associations ; but they were of no friendly import. Witli thirty- 
one volunteers, he sailed in two row boats for the English side of the firth, 
with intent to burn the shipping (upwards of two hundred sail) in the harbour 
of Whitehaven. I'his bold and hazardous project he had certainly executed, if 
the receding tide had not retarded his progress so much, that the day began to 
dawn before he reached the shore ; as it was, he could scarcely have failed had 
he been seconded by his followers. The smaller of the boats he sent to the 
north of the port, to set fire to the ships, whilst he himself passed southwards to 
secure the fort. The morning was cold, and the sentinels, suspecting nothing 
less than the approach of an enemy, were in the guard-room ; a circumstance of 
which Jones knew well how to take advantage. Climbing up by the shoulders 
of one of his men, he crept through one of the embrasures; and w'as promptly 
followed by all his company. Making fast the door of the guard-room, lie 
spiked every gun on the fort, thirty-six in number, and, without having hurt a 
single individual, proceeded to join the party who had it in charge to burn the 
ships. A false alarm, had deterred this party from executing their orders. 
Jones, however, proceeded to fire tlie ships within his reach ; but the inhabitants 
were by this time alarmed, and hasting to the protection of the port ; and he 
was compelled with his smaU party to retreat, after having set fire to three ships, 
one of which only was totally destroyed. This achievement cannot be denied the 
praise of singular daring ; yet there is something so unnatural in making war 
upon one’s native land, and especially one’s native city, improving all the know- 
ledge and the associations of early years for the purposes of destruction, that 
every generous mind revolts at the idea, and cannot award the praise which, it 
may be admitted, would otherwise be due to the undertaking. But this attempt 
was only the first exploit which signalized the 82iid of April. Early in the fore- 
noon, he landed with a part of his crew at St Mary’s Isle, on the GaUoway 
coast, the beautiful residence of the earl of Selkirk, whom he hoped to have sur- 
prised, and carried off a prisoner to America, that he might serve as a hostage 
for the security of such of the colonists as should fall into the hands of the Bri- 
tish. Happily for his lordship, he was not at home, and Jones, as ho approached 
the house, and leai'iied that there were only ladies within it, wished to return to 
his ship without farther procedure ; but his followers had no such exalted ideas. 
In venturing upon an undertaking so hazardous, they were influenced by the 
hope of plunder, which, being now in view, they refused to relinquish. He 
succeeded, however, so far, that they agreed to offer no violence to any one, that 
they should not enter the house, and that the officers, having made their demand, 
shoiild accept of what might be put into their hands without further inquiry. 
These stipulations were punctually fulfilled; but the inmates. of the house were 
not aware of them, and, terrified for their lives, were glad to redeem them. by 
delivering up the whole family plate, which was carried off in triumph by the 
sailors, who neither undentood nor cared for the discredit, which it brought upon 
their intrepid commander and the cuiuse they served. The circumstance was, 
as he probably foresaw, improved with great effect to his disadvantage. Tb 
heighten the odium of the affair, it was industriously but most falsely given ^t 
that the father of Jones had been gardener to the earl of Selkirk, and that it 
was from this circumstance he had learned all the localities of the place, which 
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enabled him to commit the robbery without danger either to himaelf or hie 
marauding crew. Not one of Jonee*e relatione had erer been in the eervice of 
Imrd Selkirk; and he ehowed that he had a spirit far above the meanness im- 
puted to him^ by buying the whole of the articles from the captors, who claimed 
them as their right by the usages of war, and, at a subsequent period, restoring 
them, in their original packages, to the noble owner. In a correspondence 
which was carried on between Jones and lady Selkirk relative to the aifair, her 
ladyship most gratefully acknowledged the generosity and the integrity of his 
character. 

But these exploits on shore did not exhaust the good fortune of Jones. The 
very next day, in the bay of Garrick Fergus, he fell in with the Drake, a king’s 
ship of twenty guns, and after a desperate resistance, in which the English cap- 
tain and his first lieutenant were both killed, made her his prize, with which, 
and another large ship, he returned to Brest, after an absence of twenty-eight 
days. In this short period, besides destroying a number of valuable ships, he 
had thrown the coasts both of Scotland and Ireland into the deepest consterna- 
tion. This cruise, short as it was, occasioned the British government immense 
sums of money for the fortification of harbours, and it was the ostensible cause 
of embodying the Irish volunteers, a measure of which we have yet felt only a 
few of the consequences. 

- Notwithstanding the brilliant success that had attended his exertions, Jones 
was now subjected to no small degfree of mortification. As a token of good-will 
to the United States, the French ministry had promised to furnish him with a 
ship, aboard of which he was to hoist the American flag ; but after multiplied 
applications, and a number of written memorials, the engagement seemed to be 
forgotten or disregarded. Wearied out with the delays and apologies which he 
was daily receiving, Jones set out for Paris to make his application to the 
French ministry in person, in consequence of which he obtained the command 
of the Duras, a ship of forty guns, the name of which, in compliment to a saying 
of poor Richard, ** If you would have your business done, come yourself,” he 
changed to Le bon homme Richard. In this vessel, badly manned and poorly 
furnished, Jones sailed with a little squadron, to which he acted as commodore. 
This squadron consisted of the Alliance, of thirty-six guns, the Pallas of thirty- 
two, the Serf of eighteen, the Vengeance of 'twelve, and two privateers, who 
were promised their share of the prizes that might be made. Having taken a 
number of prizes, the Alliance, the Serf^ and the privateers deserted him, in 
order to pursue their own plans singly. The courage and skill of the commo- 
dore, however, did not forsake him, and after again alarming the coasts of 
Ireland, he sailed by the North Sea round to Leith, in the roa^ of which he 
appeared with his own ship, the Richard, accompanied by the Pallas and the 
Vengeance, in the month of September, evidently determined to seize upon tlie 
guard ship and two cutters that lay in the roads, and to lay Leith and perhaps 
the city of Edinburgh under contribution. The wind, however, which was fair 
when he made his appearance, shifted during the night, and the next day he 
continued working up the firth with great labour and slow progress. While he 
was thus employed, a boat from the shore, sent out by an official character, who 
mistook his ships for British, informed Jones that he was greatly afraid oi a 
visit from that desperate buccaneer Paul Jones, and begging that he would send 
him some powder and shot Highly amused with his mistake, the good^ 
humoured republican sent him a barrel of gunpowder, with a civil answer to 
quiet his fears, and a modest apology for not including shot in the present he 
had sent him. In the mean time he relaxed nothing in his exertions to come at 
the ships of \mt in the roads, and other two tacks would have laid him along- 
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Bide of tliem, when a sudden gale of wind sweeping down the firth sunk one of 
his prizes, and carried his squadron irresistibly out to sea. The captains of the 
Pallas and Vengeance were so much dejected at this accident, that they could 
not be prevailed upon to renew the attempt His little squa^on shortly after 
fell in with the homeward-bound Baltic fleet, under convoy of his majesty’s ships 
the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough. A most desperate engagement 
ensued, in which Jones displayed the most consummate skill, dauntless intrepid- 
ity, and the most perfect presence of mind. The battle was obstinately con- 
tested ; but the Countess of Scarborough was at last obliged to strike to the 
Fallas, and the Serapis to the Bon Homme Richard, which was so shattered in 
the action, that next morning, after all hands liad left her, she went to the bot- 
tom. Though the Serapis was nearly in the same condition, Jones hoisted his flag 
aboard of her, and under jury masts, with some difficulty, steered her along with 
his other prizes into the Texel. He now used all his influence with the French 
court to have his prisoners exchanged against American prisoners in England, 
in which he had the pleasure of succeeding to the utmost of his wishes, receiving, 
in a short time after, a letter from Benjamin Franklin, the American minister 
at Paris, which informed him, ** tliat he (Franklin) had just completed the noble 
work, which he (Jones) had so nobly begun, by giving liberty to all the Ameri- 
cans that then languished in England.’’ The French ambassador at the Hague 
wag at the same time ordered to communicate to commodore Jones, the high 
sense which his majesty, the king of France, entertained of his merits, and the 
personal esteem he bore for his character, and, especially, for his disinterested 
humanity. 

Jones now took the command of the Alliance, the captain of which had been 
summoned to Paris to answer for his insubordination, in deserting the commo- 
dore on the coast of Ireland ; but his situation was now perilous in the extreme. 
Summoned to deliver him up to the vengeance of the English government as a 
pirate and a rebel, the Dutch were constrained to order him out to sea, where 
an English squadron was watching to intercept him. From tliis dilemma he 
could have been saved by accepting of a commission from the king of France, 
whose ambassador earnestly pressed him to adopt that alternative ; but he thought 
himself bound in honour to decline the offer, and determined, at wliatever 
liazard, to abide by and support the flag of the country which he liud, upon the 
maturest reflection, adopted. ** F'ortune favours the brave ” is a maxim we see 
every day exemplified. Jones weighed anchor and escaped through the straits 
of Dover, almost under the eyes of the English men-of-war, all of which had 
strict orders to secure him, and were, besides, inflamed against him in a high 
degree from the repeated defeats that British ships had sustained at his hands. 

Towards the close of the year 1760, he sailed with important despatches for 
America in the ship Ariel, and by the way meeting an English ship of twenty 
guns, engaged her, and with his usual gallantry made her his prize. The 
king of France had, previously to this, testified his approbation of Jones’s ser- 
vices, by presenting him with a superb gold-hilled sword ; and a letter from the 
French minister. M. de Sartine, was now transmitted to the president of the 
United States, requesting liberty ** to decorate that brave officer with the cross 
of the order of military merit” The letter was laid before Congress, and, a 
law acceding to the proposal being passed on the 27th of February, he was for- 
mally invested by the chevalier de la Luzerne, at a public fete given to the 
members of that body. Congress, in the month of April following, on the 
report of a committee, passed a vote of Blanks to the chevalier John Paul Jones, 

for the zeal, prudence, and intrepidity, with which he had sustained the 
honour of the American flag, for liis bold and sucisessful eiiterprizes to redeem 
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from captivity those citizens of America who had fallen under tlie power of the 
enemy, and in general for the good conduct and eminent services by which he 
had added lustre to his character and to the arms of America.” No farther 
opportunity for distinguishing himself occurred during the war ; but, after its 
conclusion, Congress, as an expression of gratitude, had a gold medal struck 
with appropriate devices to perpetuate the memory of his valour, and the singu- 
lar services he had performed for the States. 

In the year 1767, the chevalier Jones, being charged with a mission to the 
court of Denmark, sailed for that country in the month of November, and pass- 
ing through Paris on his way, he was strongly solicited by the agents of Russia 
to take the command of the Russian fleet in the Black Sea. This he declined, 
but he was scarce arrived at Copenhagen, when the empress Catharine, sent 
him, by a special messenger, an urgent invitation to visit St Petersburg. 
After what he had performed, it would have been strange if the chevalier Jones 
had not fell some reluctance to enter into the service of Russia, where every 
maxim by which he had been guided during his exertions for liberty behoved 
to be reversed, and where, instead of being directed by the united voice of an 
intelligent people, he must regulate his conduct by the single will of a despot. 
It is one of the greatest evils of despotism, that the despot, oiu» established, has 
the means of corrupting and enslaving even the most generous minds. The che- 
valier Jones saw many reasons for declining to enter into the service of Catha- 
rine ; but, flattered by her attention and kind offers, he thought he could not 
do less than to wait upon and thank her in persofi for her friendly intentions. 
For this purpose he set out instantly from Copenhagen, by the way of Sweden, 
but at Gushelham found the gulf of Bothnia blocked up by the ice. After 
making several unsuccessful attempts to reach Finland by the islands, he con- 
ceived a plan for effecting his progress by doubling the ice to tbe southward. 
With this view he sailed from Gushelham in a boat thirty feet long, followed 
by a smaller one that might be hauled over the ice, but told none of those who 
accompanied him what were his intentions. Having set out early in the mor- 
ning, he had by the evening got nearly opposite Stockholm, when, instead of 
landing as the boatmen expected, he drew out a pair of pistols and ordered 
them to prof^eed in the direction he had previously determined upon. Resis- 
tance with a man of the chevalier’s character was probably judged by the simple 
boatmen to be in vain ; and following his orders, with a fair wind they expected 
to reach the coast of Finland by the morning. An impenetrable bar of ice, 
however, defied all their efforts, nor from the state of the weather was it possible 
for them to return. Their only resource was to sail for the gulf of Finland, 
which they did, steering at night by a pocket compass, lighted by the lamp of 
the chevalier’s carriage, and in four days, having lost the smaller of their boats, 
landed at Revel in Livonia. The chevalier hasted from Revel to St Peters- 
burg, where he met with a most gracious reception, and, unable any longer 
to hold out against the kind wishes of the empress, entered into her service, 
without any stipulations but that he should not be at any time condemned with- 
out being heard. Invested with the rank of rear-admiral, he proceeded without 
delay to take the command of a fleet stationed at the Liman or mouth of the 
Dnieper, destined to oppose the Turkish fleet under the capitan Pacha. He 
hoisted his flag as commander of this fleet on the 26th of May, 1788, on board 
the Vlodimer, and was supported by a flotilla under the prince of Nassau, and 
a number of land troops under prince Potemkin. Throughout this campaign, 
though it produced little that is worthy of the notice of the historian, the cheva- 
lier Jones had many opportunities of displaying his professional skill and the 
singular intrepidity of his cliaracter ; but mean jealousy and the malignant 
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caballing of heartlen and narrow-minded courtien^ denied him the well-earned 
praise that was due to his senrices. He was, however, on his return to St ' 
Petersburg, as an acknowledgment of his fidelity, invested with the order of 
St Anne, and informed, that in a short time he would be called to perform a 
part in services pf much greater importance. He had seen enough of the Rus- 
sians, however, and disgusted with the sordid selfishness and the low sensuality 
that reigned in the court of Catharine, took leave of her dominions, in the 
month of August, 1789. The remainder of his days he spent partly in Holland 
and partly in France, devoting his leisure hours to the arrangement of his 
afiairs, and to the preparation of papers which might exhibit his character and 
his services in their true light to posterity. He also made a large collection of 
important documents relating to the public transactions in which he had been 
engaged, which will be at some future day, it is to be ho|>ed, given to enrich 
the history of the important period in which he lived. He was seised with 
water in the chest, and died at Paris in the month of July, 1792. As the laws 
relative to the interment of calvinists or heretics were not then abolished in 
France, application was made to the national assembly, which gave free liberty 
for his being buried with all public honours, and ordered a deputation of their 
number to attend, one of whom pronounced an elegant eulogium upon his char- 
racter over his grave. He left among his papers a copious memoir of his life 
written with his own hand, which his friends, it has been said, had it in contem- 
plation to publish. We cannot doubt but that its publication would add to the 
history of that important era many valuable notices, and be hailed by the public 
as a most valuable contribution to the general stock of literature. From the 
brief sketch of his lite which we have given, the reader will be at no loss to 
appreciate the character of Paul Jones, which, in his own country, has been 
misrepresented by prejudice. That he was a naval genius of the first order, his 
actions abundantly demonstrated. He was the man who first flung upon the 
winds the flag of the United States ; and he graced it by a succession of victories, 
all of which were relatively of the most splendid character. Unlike the vaunted 
achievements of single ships belonging to the same nation in the late war, every 
one of which possessed a vast superiority of men and of metal, Jones accomplished 
his purposes with means, to all appearance, inadequate to the end, his ships 
being often half rotten, only half provided in necessaries, and his sailors of the 
most motley description. In every battle which he fought, superior skill and 
superior bravery were the evident sources of victory, — and victory, be it remem- 
bered, was his uniform attendant Nor can the circumstance which has been so 
often urged against him, that of turning his arms against his native country, 
detract, in die smallest degree, from his merit He was, be it remembered, at 
the commencement of the war, a regular colonist of America, and was, therefore, 
no more liable to this charge, than was any other individual out of all the thou- 
sands who at first took up arms against Great Britain, and eventually constituted 
the American republic. 


K 


KAY, John, long well-known in Edinburgh as a miniature-painter and cari- 
caturist, and almost the only artist of the latter kind produced in Scotland, was 
born in April, 1742, at a place called Gibraltar, near Dalkeith. His father, 
and an uncle named Norman, were both stone-masons, and he was himself des- 
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lined to follow the mnie profeieion. HsThig; lent hie felher^ howeter, in hie ' 
eighth year, this scheme wes given np, end he wtHi. j^aced vriifi eeme tedftlioMi 
of his loothM in Leith, who, it appeaft, tmaied the peer evphiti hdjr irWi gtwat 
crnelty— ^almost to the haza^ of He alio was eftener titeii enee, ehSe 
in this situation, in danger of drowning In LeMi haihour. 

At the age of thirteen, he was plaoed by his mother with a barber In Dal» 
keith, whom he served for six years ; he then set tip in Edinburgh, having 
first paid about forty pounds to the society of surgeon-barbers for the fr^om 
Che corporation, and soon after married a young woman, by whom he had eleven 
children, all of whom long predeceased himself. The trade of a haiber waa 
then more lucrative, and consequently more dignified than latterly. Kay had 
good employment in dressing the wigs, and trimming the heads, of a certain 
number of gentlemen every morning, all of whom paid him a certain annual 
sum (generally about four guineas,) for his trouble. Among his customers was a 
fine specimen of the old Jacobite country gentleman, MrNisbet of Dirleton, who 
took a great fancy for him, and frequently took him to the country, to the great 
injury of his business. Kay had, even in his boyhood, when residing in Leith, 
manifested a turn for sketching familiar objects, such as horses, dogs, ships, 
using chalk or coal, and tracing his delineations on such pieces of dead wall as 
presented a large enough ground. Now and then, in later life, he had made 
some attempts in miniatures and pencil sketches. It may easily be conceived 
that, finding this talent within himself, and encouraged by a man of rank in 
developing it, he found some difficulty in restraining himself to the humble 
career which destiny seemed to have marked out for flint. At Mr Nisbet’s 
country-seat, he, for the first time found proper opportunities and proper materials 
for his favourite study ; while any compunctious visitings he might feel as to the 
danger to which he thus exposed the permanent livelihood of himself and family, 
were laid to rest by the kindness of his patron, who, in the meantime, sent money 
to support his domestic establishment in Edinburgh, and promised speedily to 
obtain for him some permanent provision, which should render him independent 
of business. Unfortunately, in 1789, Mr Nishet died, without having executed 
his kind intention ; and Mr Kay was left in somewhat awkward circumstances; 
having, as it were, fallen to the ground between certainty and hope. The heir, 
however, so far repaired the omission of his predecessor, as to settle an annuity 
of twenty pounds npon Kay for life. 

He now began efibctually to follow out his bent for limning and etching, and, 
after a few trials, abandoned his trade as a barber. In 1784, he published his 
first caricature, which represented a half-crazed Jacobite gentJeman, named laird 
Robertson, who was wont to amuse the citizens of Edinburgh by catting caricatured 
resemblances of public characters, which he fixed on the head of his stick, and 
whose figure was perfectly known to all the inhabitants. The portrait, aocord- 
ingly, excited some attention, and the author was induced to attempt othen. 
The style assumed by Mr Kay was the stippled or dotted style, and nothing 
could equal the felicity of the likeness. FVom that time forward, till he was about 
eighty years of age, this untutored son of genius pursued his vocation, taking off, 
one after another, the whole of the public and eccentric persons who appeared 
In the Scottish capital, and occasionally caricaturing any jocular incident that 
happened to attract attention. To speak of bis portraits as caricatures is doing 
them signal injustice. 'Ihey were the most exact and fkithful likenesses that 
could have ht!en represented by any mode of art He drew the man as he 
walked the street every day : his gait, his costume, every peculiarity of his 
appearance, done to a point, and no defect perceptible except the stifihess of the 
figures. Indeed, he may he said to have rather resembled one of the proiopo- 
ni 9 N 
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grapbuses or apographs of modern times^ than a living artist trusting to his eye 
and hand. Hence, nothing can be more valuable in the way of engraved poiv 
traits, than his representations of the distinguished men who^adorned Edinburgh 
in the latter part of the eighteenth century — ^the Blairs, the Smiths, and the 
Robertsons. It was only in certain instances that his productions could be con- 
sidered as caricatures, namely, in those combinations by which he meant to bur- 
lesque any ridiculous public transaction : and even here, his likenesses displayed 
all his usual correctness. During a considerable part of his career, Mr Kay was 
a professed caricaturist, and executed some specimens wliit^h, for delicacy and 
finish, would surprise such individuals as have only been a(M:ustoracd to inspect 
his published etchings. It is said, that his only fault in this capacity, was a rigid 
and unbending adherence to likeness — a total want of the courtly system prao 
tised, in so eminent a degree, by Lawrence and other fashionable painters. 
Once, it Is related, he was trysted’’ with an exceedingly ilLlooking man, much 
pimpled, who, to add to the distresses of the artist, came accompanied by a fair 
nymph to whom he was about to be married. Honest Kay did all he could in 
favour of this gentleman, so far as omitting the ravages of bacchanalianism would 
go ; but still he could not satisfy his customer, who earnestly appealed to his 
inamorata as to tlie injustice which he conceived to be done to him, and the 
necessity of improving the likeness, for so he termed the flattery which he con- 
ceived to be necessary. Quite tired at length with this literally ugly customer, 
and greatly incensed, the miniaturist exclaimed, with an execration, that he 
would ** paint every pluok in the puppy’s face : would that please him !'* It is 
needless to remark, that in this, as in other instances, Mr Kay lost by his 
unbending accuracy of delineation. 

During almost the whole of his <»reer as an iirtist, Mr Kay had a small print- 
shop in the Parliament Square, the window of which was usually stuck full of his 
productions, lie etched in all nearly nine hundred plates, forming n complete 
record of the public characters, of every grade and kind, including many dis- 
tinguished strangers, who made a figure in Edinburgh for nearly half a century. 
It may be safely affirmed, that no city in the empire can boast of so curious a 
chronicle. From the first to the last, there is a remarkable similarity in his 
style. After forty years’ experience, he was just as deficient in grouping, and 
other acquired gifts in the art, as when ho first began to use the graver. It 
would almost appear as if nature had designed him for that peculiar style alone, 
in which he so much excelled all other men, and had denied him every common 
efiect of his art, which other men generally attain with ease. 

In a profile of himself, executed about the year 1785, Mr Kay appears with 
a handsome aquiline countenance, of much delitsicy and ingenuity of expres- 
sion. In his latter days, when the writer of this notice first saw him, he was a 
slender but straight old man, of middle size, and usually dressed in a garb of 
antique cut ; of simple habits, and quiet, unassuming manners. His head was of 
a singular structure, presenting a very remarkable protuberance in the forehead, 
where phrenologists, we believe, place the organs of observation : in Kay, the 
profile of this feature formed tlie arc of a perfect circle, beginning under the 
hair, and terminating at the root of the nose. According to the information of 
his widow, (a second spouse, whom he married in 1787,) he cared for, and could 
settle at no employment, except that of etching likenesses. He would suddenly 
quit his lucrative employment in miniature-drawing, in order to commit 
some freak of his fancy to copper, from which, perliaps, no profit was to be 
hoped for. It was the conviction of this lady, that, if he had devoted himself to 
the more productive art, he would soon have acquired a competency. 

Mr Kay died in his house in the High Street of li^dinburgh, some time in the 
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year 1830. It was the intention of the late Mr Archibald Constable^ bookseller, 
to purchase the copper-plates of his works, and republish them in a systematic 
form, with memoirs and notes referring to the characters ; but the failure of the 
house with which that individual was connected, prevented the design from being 
carried into execution. Such a work would have been of great local interest, 
even in a generation comparatively unacquainted with the subjects of the prints. 

KEILL, Jamrs, a physician and philosopher of eminence, the younger bro- 
ther of the celebrated person whose memoir follows this in alphabetical order, 
was born in Scotland, on the 27th of March, 1673. He received his early edu« 
cation in Edinburgh, afterwards studying the sciences and languages at Leyden 
and other continental universities. On his return to Britain, he applied himself 
assiduously to the acquisition of a knowledge of anatomy, studying the science 
practically, by constant attendance at the dissecting rooms. Having accustomed 
himself to deliver his opinions on anatomy privately to his friends, he at last 
undertook public tuition, and delivered, with considerable applause, lectures 
on anatomy, at Oxford and Cambridge, by the latter of which universities he 
was presented with the degree of doctor of medicine. In 1698, he translated 
from the French, Lemery's Course of Chemistry, and soon after published in the 
Philosophical Transactions An account of the death and dissection of John 
Bayles of Northampton, reputed to have been one hundred and thirty years old.**^ 
To No. 36 1 of the same journal, he gave De viribus cordis epistola.” In 1708, 
he published An account of animal secretion, the quantity of blood in the 
human body, and muscular motion.*’ On the subject of animal secretion, and 
the manner in which the fluids of the animal body are separated from the blood, 
he undertakes to show: 1. How they are formed in the blood before they come 
to the place appointed for seci'etion ; 2. In what manner they are separated 
from the blood by the glands. Upon the former head he shows, that the blood 
consists of a simple fluid, in which swim corpuscles of various figures and mag- 
nitudes, and endued with difierent degrees of attractive force. Hence he con- 
cludes, that of such particles as the blood consists of, must the fluids be com- 
posed, which are drawn from it. - This he proceeds to show to be not only pos- 
sible, but actually so in several secretions. From this principle, that the blood 
consists of corpuscles of various figures and magnitudes, and endued with various 
degrees of attractive power, &c., he attempts to show the force of the air upon 
the blood, in breathing, in order to demonstrate that by the pressure of the air, 
the cohesion of the globules of the blood is dissolved. After this, he shows how 
the union of the attractive particles is hindered near the heart, and that the 
particles which unite first, after the blood is thrown out of the great artery, 
must be such as have the strongest attractive force ; and that such as have the 
least, must unite last; and all the intermediate ones according to their respective 
attractive power.”® Besides this work, Keill published “ Anatomy of the Human 
Body,” for the use of his pupils, and in 1717, “ Essays on several parts of 
the Human Economy.” He appears to have given up public tuition, and some 
time previously to the publication of his last work, to have established himself os 
a practising physicijin at Northampton, where he gained considerable fortune and 
reputation, and remained till his death, which took place in July 16, 1719, 
from a cancer in his mouth. He was buried in the church of St Giles, where 
his brother John, to whom he left his property, erected a handsome monument 
to his memory. 

KEILL, John, an eminent mathematician and natural philosopher, the elder 
brother of the preceding, was born in Edinburgh, on the 1st of December, 

• Phil. Trans., xxv. 2, 247. 

* Martin’s Biographia Philosophica, 460. 
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167 He rmiyed Uia midjinento of education in the ichooli of hit native 
dty^ and remained at the Edinburgh univenity until he uvai enabled to take 
tlie degree of matter of arta. He early display^ a geniut and predilection for 
mathematics, and had the good fortune to ttudy the science, along with the 
Newtonian system of philosophy, under Dr Gregory. When, in the year 1694, 
Gregory went to try his fortune in England, Keill followed him, and contrived 
along with him to find admission to Oxford, where he held one of the Scottish 
exhibitions in Baliol college. Keill made his first appearance before tlte scien- 
tific world in his ** Examination of Dr Burnet’s Theory of the Earth, together 
with some remarks on Mr Whiston’s new Theory of Earth,” published at 
Oxford in the year 1698. Any Theory of the Earth,” or a<x:ount of its for- 
mation and state, in anticipation of the discovery of facts to support it, always 
forms a fruitful subject of debate ; but Burnetts Theory afibrded more ample field 
for censure than any other which pretended to support from the enlightened 
doctrines of modem philosophy. The grand outlines of his theory were of 
tlicmselves sufficiently imaginative, and their effect was increased by the curious 
speculations with which he filled up the minor details of his edifice. He sup- 
poses the earth to have been originally a heterogeneous mass of fluid matter, of 
which the heavier portions fell to the centre, forming there a dense body, sur- 
rounded and coated by lighter bodies, while the water — the lightest of all tlie 
heterogeneous mass, remained on the outside of the whole. The air and other 
celestial fluids floated round this body : while between it and the water was 
gradually formed a coat of unctuous or oily matter, higher than water. Upon 
this unctuous coat, certain impure particles which had at first been mingled with 
the air, descended, and floating about covered the surface, fonning a shell 
over the water, which became the crust of the earth. The crust thus formed was 
level and uniform, witliout hill or vale ; so it remained for about sixteen cen- 
turies, until the heat of the sun having cracked it in divers places, the water 
rushed forth, causing the general deluge. This water found, however, a means 
of partially subsiding, betwixt the broken mosses of the crust, and thus leaving 
the globe in the state of ocean, hill, and valley. 

Keill, who, besides being a man of accurate science, was a person of clear 
good sense and critical acumen, saw clearly the evil done to science, by the ad- 
mission of suppositions which have a fully greater chance of being wrong than 
of being right, while the richness of the doctor’s imagination, and the poetic 
beauty of his language and illustration, did not protect his principles from a 
subjection to the strict rules of logic, Keiirs book is full of the clear argumenta- 
tion of a man who is rather formed to correct and check the discoveries of others, 
than to allow his invention to stray so far as to make any of his own. He occa- 
sionally condescends to use demonstration, while, well knowing that there may be 
positions against which the gravity of an argument is misapplied, he makes very 
firequent use of sarcasm, a power of which he is an accomplished and apt hand- 
ler. Most of the vigour of the attack is derived from the manner in which the 
difierent parts of the theory are found inconsistent with each other, without 
any very extensive reference to other authority. After this fashion,” says 
Keill, after giving an outline of Burnet’s first formation of the earth, ** has tlie 
theorist formed his antediluvian habitable world, which doth not much difier 
from the Cartesian method of making the earth : only Des Cartes, being some- 
what wiser than the theorist, would not allow the outward crust, within whose 
bowels the waters were shut up, to be a habitable earth, knowing well that 
neither man nor beast could live long without water. But he made the crust 
first be broken, and the waters flow out, before he planed any inhabitants on it. 

1 Martin’s Biographia Philosophica, 457. 
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Another email diAhrenoe betwixt the two hypotheeee is, that Moneieur Dee Cartee 
never thought of making the exterior orb of oily liquide, whidi the theoiiet ae* 
serte to be absolutely necessary towards the formation of the cruet ; for if it 
were not, says he, for the oily liquor which swims upon the surface of die abyss, 
the partidqs of earth which fell through the air had sunk to the bottom, and 
had never formed the exterior orb of earth. But notwithstanding this, I be* 
lieve it may be easily made evident (though neither oi these systems is true), 
that the theorist’s hypothesis is the worse of the two, which 1 will prove irom 
his own concessions : for he has already owned that the oily liquor is much 
lighter than the watery orb. He has mentioned also, that the terrestrial par- 
ticles when falling from the air, if the orb were only water, would sink to the 
bottom ; and therefore these partides must be heavier than water. From thenr^e 
1 think it does necessarily follow, that these terrestrial particles must also 
be heavier than the oily fluid, which is lighter than water, and therefore 
they will more easily descend through it than they did through water, it 
being well known that there are several bodies which wiU swim in water, but 
sink in oil.”^ 

Proceeding on such positions, Keill destroys what has been raised by his 
adversary, wisely substituting nothing in its stead, except what experiment and 
demonstration support ; the general aim of the principles* he espouses being, 
that, excepting in so far as we know by experiment the operation of nature, we 
must take the cosmogony of the earth, either literally as we find it laid down 
in holy writ, or, admitting our inability to penetrate into its secrets, be content 
with what is afforded us by experience, demonstration, and rational or certain 
deduction. Whiston, in his ** New Theory of the Earth, from its original to 
the consummation of all things,’’ maintained, th<at the Mosaic account of the 
creation did not give a philosophical account of the formation of the universe, 
but that it was merely intended, in the most simple and intelligible manner, to 
give a history of the formation of the globe we inhabit; that before being 
brought into existence as an inhabited world, it had been a comet, which being 
subject to perpetual reverses from heat to cold, became by the alternate congeal- 
ing and melting of its surface, covered with a coat of heterogeneous matter or a 
chaos, within which the solid nucleus formed a great burning globe. This 
great mass of matter, as the eccentricities of its orbit decreased, became more 
nearly circular, and the materials ranging themselves according to their gravi- 
ties, assumed at the period of the ** creation ” the forms of earth, water, and air. 
If this theory does not possess any recommendation to our belief superior to 
that claimed by Burnet, its author had at least the art, to foubd a greater num- 
ber of his condusioiis on experiments, and to deduce others in a less imagina- 
tive manner. Keill treats this adversary with more respect than he affords to 
the theoretic Burnet, seldom proving his positions “ impossible,” and generally 
contenting himself with being sceptical ; he allows that the author has made 
greater discoveries, and proceeded on more philosophical principles than all the 
theorists before him have done.” 

Keill’s small work is often referred to as authority by geologists and natural 
philosophers ; it contains many experimental calculations, among which is that 
estimate of the depth of the sea, on which Breislak in later times founded his 
celebrated calculation, that there never could have been a sufficient quantity of 
water in and about our globe to have kept the matter of it at any time in solu- 
tion. It was considered by many, that Kelli had used the venerable doctor 
Burnet, much his elder in years, a scholar, and a man esteemed for his private 
virtues, with too much asperity and unbecoming sarcasm. It appears that the 
* Examination, 37, 3H. 
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respective theorists answered the attack, although in what manner we have been 
unable to discover. 

In 1699, Keill published a rejoinder, entitled An Examination of the Ke-* 
flections on the Theory of the Earth, together with a defence of the Remarks on 
Mr Whiston’s New Theory.” 'J'he Defence of the Theory appears by no means 
to' have infused into Keill a greater spirit of politeness. lie proceeds with the 
impatience of a man of sense and knowledge inteinipted, terminating with an 
advice to Burnet to study “ numbers and magnitude, astronomy and statics ; 
that,” he continues, ** he may be the better able to understand the force of iiiy 
arguments against his Theory, after which 1 doubt not but that he will easily 
perceive ite errors, and have tlie ingenuity to acknowledge them. But till then, 
all farther disputation between him and me must needs be vain and frivolous, 
since true reasoning on natural philosophy depends on such principles as are 
demonstmted in those sciences, the knowledge of which he has not yet at- 
tained.” ^ To his other opponent, Whiston, Keill has in this work, probably owing 
to the manner in which he was answered, forgot his former coui-tesy, treating 
him with no more deference than he has used toward Burnet. 

In 1700, Dr Thomas Millington, Sedelian professor of natural philosophy in 
Oxford, on his appointment as physiemn in ordinary to the king, substituted 
Keill as his assistant, to read his public lectures ; and the term for enjoying the 
Scottish exhibition at Baliol college then expiring, he accepted an invitation 
from Dr Aldrich, dean of Christ's church, to reside there. As his in«aster 
Gregory was the first wlio introduced the Newtonian ]>hilosophy to the universi- 
ties, Keill himself possesses the reputation of having been the first to demon- 
strate its principles on experiment; a task he is said to have performed through 
machinery of his ou'n invention, but of wbnt description, or to wliat extent be 
proceeded in his proofs, we are not informed. 

In 1701, Keill published his Introductio ad Veram Physicam,” n useful 
and popular treatise on the Newtonian Philosophy. It is considered as an ex- 
cellent introduction to Sir Isaac Newton’s Principia, and has frecjiiently been 
reprinted in England, and in a French translation. About the )ear 1708, 
Keill was chosen a fellow of the Royal So«jiety, and after his admission he pub- 
lished in the Philosophical Transactions a pretty lengthy paper, in which the 
laws of attreaction, and other principles of physic are shown.” ^ At this period, 
the scientific world became disturbed by the dispute which had assumed the as- 
pect of a national question, whether Leibnitz formed liis idea of llie doctrine of 
fluxions from some unpublished discoveries of Sir Isaac Newton, and which of 
these two great men could properly be r.oiisidered the inventor of that sublime 
addition to the power of the human intellect. In the Acta Eruditorum published 
at Leipsic, it was maintained that Leibnitz was the sole inventor, all right on 
the part of Newton being denied. To this Keill answered in a paper whi< h he 
communicated to the Royal Society, defending his friend without much regard 
to the accusations which he brought against his opponent. 

In 1711, Leibnitz complained to the Royal Society, that Keill had accused 
him of obtaining and publishing his knowledge in a manner not reputable to a 
philosopher, or even exactly consistent with honesty ; he appealed to Sir Isaac 
himself as a witness of his integrity, and required that Keill should publicly 
disavow the ofleiisive construction which might be applicable to his woids. llie 
Royal Society being appealed to as pliilosophical judges in the matter, appointed 
a committee to examine the papers and documents connected with the dispute, 

® Examination of the Reflections, 160. 

* Kpistola ud clar: Vir: Gulielinum Cockbum, Medicinas Doctorein— in qua Leges Al- 
trucUonis Aliaque Physicse Principia tradunlurd— Phil. TrSiis., xxvi. 97. 
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who did not find it difficult to produce a report rather untavourable to tlie con- 
tinental philosopher, bearing^ “ That Mr Leibnitz was in. London in 1673, and 
kept a correspondence with Mr Collins, by means of Mr Oldenburgh, till Sep- 
tember, 167(), when he returned from Paris to Hanover, by w'ay of London and 
Amsterdam ; that it did not appear that M. Leibnitz knew anything of the dif- 
ferential calculus before his letter of the Slst June, 1677, which ^vas a year af- 
ter a copy of a letter wrote by Sir Isaac Newton, in the year 1672, had been 
sent to Paris to be communicated to him, and about four years after Mr Col- 
lins began to communicate tliat letter to his correspondents ; wherein the method 
of iluxioiis was sufficiently explained to let a man of his sagacity into the whole 
matter ; and that Sir I. Newton had even invented his method before the year 
1669, and of consequence fifteen years before Mr Leibnitz had given anything 
on the 8ul)je(‘^t in the Loipsic acts from which train of circumstances they con- 
cluded that Keill was justified in his imputations. The censure of the society, 
and the papers connected witli it, were published apart from the Transactions in 
1712, under the title “ Coiniuercium Kpistolicimi de Analysi Proniota,” hor 
some time the philosopher appears not to have answered this array against 
him, until the Abbe Conti, in the year 1716, addressed him, calling on him, 
if he did not choose to answer Keill, at least to vindicate himself from the 
tion>admission of liis claim on the part of Newton and ho just commenced 
the work of vindication at a period when death prevented him from com- 
pleting it. 

In the year 1701), Keill was appointed treasurer to the Palatines, and in 
performance of his duties, attended them in their passage to New England. On 
his return in 1710, he was appointed successor to Or Caswell, Savilian professor 
of astronomy at Oxford. At this period, he again entered the field of contro- 
versy, ill support of his friend Sir Isaac Newton, whose philosophy had been 
attacked on the foundation of Des Cartes’s theory of a plenum ; and he published 
in the Philosophical Transaclioiis for 171.3, a communication to the society, on 
the rarity of mailer and the tenuity of its composition.** In this controversy, 
he was, however, interrupted by his appointment to the situation of decypherer 
to the queen, and he was soon afterwards presented with the degree of doctor of 
medicine, by the university of Oxford. About this period we find him gratefully 
remembered by that unfortunate scholar Simon Oakley, for having permitted 
him the use of the Savilian stiidy.^ 

Keill, ill the year 1717, took to himself a wife. Tlie name of the lady who 
made him the happiest of men, has not been preserved ; but it is said he married 
her for her singular accomplishments.^’ In the Gentleman’s Magazine for 
1739, we find a curious lloratian ode, addressed to Keill by the celebrated 
Anthony Alsop ; its period of publication is some years after the death of both 
the parties, and there is no comment alluding to the date of its composition ; 
but the circuiiistaiices mentioned show it to be a congratulatory epistle to Keill 
on his marriage. 1 he ode is extremely spirited and not destitute of elegance ; 
but whether from other motives, or the anxiety of the author to reach the 
familiar vivacity of the Koman lyrist, he has treated his grave subject in a man- 
ner which would not now be considered very worthy of a divine, or to convey 
a pleasing compliment to a venerable professor. The subject was one of some 
delicacy to Alsop, who was then enjoying a species of banishment, the conse- 
quence of a verdict obtained against him for breach of a contract of marriage ; 


» Published in the Phil. Trans., xxx. 924 

« Theoremata quredam infinitain matensB diviMbihtatcm spectantia, quae eju^em nintalcm 
et teiiucm coinpositionem demonstraiit, quorum ope pluriinaj in phytaca lolluntur difficul- 
tates.— P/ri/. Trans,, xxviii 82. 

’ Nidiols’s Literary Anecdotes. 
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and whether from this circumstanoe, or his classical feelings, he has dwelt on 
the habits of his friend in a manner which would hardly fail to draw ** damages^ 
from a modern jury.^ In 1718, Keill published ** Introductio ad veram Astro* 
nomiam, seu lectiones Astronomicm/’ a work which was reprinted in the year 
1721, at which period, at the request of the duchess of Ghandos, he published 
a translation of this work in English, with emendations, under the title of An 
Introduction to the true Astwinomy; or. Astronomical Lectures, read in the 
astronomical school of the unirersity of Oxford.” The year in which he 
accomplished these literary labours was the last of his life ; during the summer 
of 1721, he was seized with a violent fever, of which he died in the month of 
September, in the fiftieth year of his age. Besides the works we have men- 
tioned, he published in 1715, an edition of Commandinus^s Euclid, with addi- 
tions. 

KEITH-ELPHINSTONE, George, (viscount Keith, K. B. admiral of the Red, 
&&) a distinguished modern naval officer, was the fifth son of Charles, tenth 
lord Elphinstone, by the lady Clementina Fleming, only child of John, sixth 
earl of Wigton, and niece and heir*of-line to the last earl Marischal. His lord- 
ship was born on the 12th January, 1746, at Elphinstone in East Lotliian, the 
ancient but now dismantled seat of the family of Elphinstone. 

Mr Elphinstone was early taught, by his remoteness from the chance of family 
inheritance, to trust to his own exertions for the advancement of his fortune ; 
and, having from his earliest years shown a predilection for the navy, he was, 
at sixteen, ranked as a midshipman in the Gosport, commanded by captain Jer- 
vis, afterwards earl St Vincent The peace of 1763 soon put an end to his im- 
mediate hopes of naval glory — though not before he had experienced much ad- 
vantage from the tuition of his eminent commander. He subsequently served in 
the Juno, Lively, and Emerald frigates, and, entering on board an Indiaman, 
commanded by his elder brother, the honourable W. Elphinstone, made a voyage 
to China, where, however, he suffered considerably from the climate. Notwith- 
standing this latter circumstance, he did not scruple to make a voyage to the 
East Indies in 1767, under commodore Sir John Lindsay, by whom he was 
promoted to a lieutenancy. 

In 1772, he was advanced to the rank of commander in the Scorpion of four- 
teen guns. In the spring of 1775, he was made post-captain on bor^ the Marl- 
borough, seventy-four guns, and soon after he obtained, first, the command of the 
Pearl, and then of the Perseus frigate. In the Perseus, which was remarkable 
as the first ship in the British navy that was sheathed with copper, he made a 
conspicuous figure, during the early years of the contest with America, as an ac- 
tive and intrepid officer on the coast of that country, under lord Howe and ad- 
miral Aihuthnot. He was likewise often engaged in the services, in this unhap- 
py war, where sea and land forces were united — in particular at the reduction 
of Charleston, he conducted himself with such gallantry in the command of a de- 
tachment of seamen, as to gain frequent and most honourable mention in the of- 

^ Quidni ego Isrtor tibi gratuJari 
Corijugi, c»rijux ? ego qui reliqui, 

Connubi caiusu, patriam domunique ux- 

oiius exul. 


Quare age et totis lidtie diebus, 

Noctibus toil’s veneri litato : 

Non opus sylv», aut recubare subter 

Tegmine feeni, Ac. 

Gent, Mag, ix. 324. 
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ddal detpatchet of general Sir Henry Olinion. The experience whidi he thus 
acquired was of great serrice to him long afterwards, when he had a more pro- 
minent and distinguidied part to perform. 

In 1780, having returned to England with despatches from admiral Arbuth- 
not, he was, on his arrival, appointed to the command of the Wanvick of fifty 
guns. In the general election, which took place this year, he was chosen mem- 
ber of parliament for Dumbartonsiiire, where his family possessed some in- 
fluence ; and he was one of those who met at the St Alban’s tavern, to attempt 
a reconciliation between Messrs Fox and Pit and the duke of Portland, with 
the view of forming what was called “ a broad-bottomed administration.” This 
attempt, as is well known, proved unsuccessful. In the following year, as he 
was cruising down the channel in his ship the Warwick, he encountered the 
Rotterdam, a Dutch ship of war, bearing fifty guns and three hundred men. The 
manner in which he attacked this vessel and compelled her to strike — more es- 
pecially as the engagement happened Immediately after the Iris, a ship of equal 
force, had been bafiled in the attempt — gained captain Elphiiistone much pub- 
lic notice. Soon after this, he went out to the coast of America, where he served 
during the remainder of this disastrous war. While on this station, he, in com- 
pany with other three British vessels of war, captured the French frigate L’Aigle 
of forty guns, (twenty- four pounders, on the main deck,) and a crew of 600 men, 
commanded by count de la Touche. Unfortunately for the captors, the enemy’s 
captain escaped to shore with the greater part of a large quantity of specie which 
was on board the frigate. Two small casks and two boxes, however, of this valu- 
able commodity fell into the hands of the victors. Along with the captain, there 
also escaped several officers of high rank, and amongst them the commander-in- 
chief of the French army in America. During his service on the American 
coast, captain Elphinstone had the honour to receive on board his ship as mid- 
shipman, prince William Henry, afterwards king William IV. ; a distinction the 
more flattering, that the choice of the ship and officer was made by his royal 
highness himself. At the close of the war, when the subject of our memoir re- 
turned to Britain, the prince of Wales appointed him for life to be secretary and 
chamberlain of the principality of Wales. 

In April, 1787, captain Elphinstone married Jane, daughter of William Mer- 
cer, Esq. of Aldie, in the county of Perth, a lady of large property, by whom 
he had a daughter, now viscountess Keith, and wife of count Flahault, late 
aide-du-camp to the emperor Napoleon. In 1786, captain Elphinstone was chosen 
to represent the shire of Stirling. The breaking out of the French war in 1793, 
opened a new field for his enterprise and activity, and soon after the occurrence 
of that event he was appointed to the Robust of seventy-four guns, and sailed 
under the command of lord Hood to the Mediterranean* 'llie object for which 
the latter had been sent to these seas was to endeavour to effect a co-operation 
with the royalists in the south of France. In this his lordship so far succeeded, 
that the sections of Toulon immediately proclaimed Louis XVII. under a pro- 
mise of protection from the British fleet, and Marseilles was only prevented from 
taking a similar step by the approach of a republican army. Before taking pos- 
session of Toulon, which was part of the arrangement made with the French by 
lord Hood, it was deemed proper to secure tlie forts which commanded the ships 
in the roads, and for this duty fifteen hundred men were landed under captain 
Keith, who, after effecting this service, was directed to assume the command of the 
whole, as governor of fort Malgue. In a few days afterwards general Carteaux 
appeared, at the head of a detachment of the republican army, on the heights 
near Toulon. Captain Elphinstone, placing himself at the head of a small body 
of British and Spanish soldiers, instantly marched out to attack liim, and after 
in. • 23 o 
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a gallant contest, completely routed tlie enemy, and captured his artillery, am- 
luunition, horses, and two stand of colours. 

In tile October following, captain Klphinstone, with lord Mulgrave and rear- 
admiral Gravina, at the head of a combined forco of British, Spaniards, and 
Neapolitans, obtained another complete victory over a detachment of the hVench 
army, consisting of nearly 2000 men, at the heights of Fharon. In this en- 
gagement the enemy’s loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, was about 1500 
men, while on the part of the allied forf:e it amounted only to eight killed, 
seventy-two wounded, two missing, and forty-eight prisoners. 

These successes, how'ever, were insufficient to secure the British in possession 
of Toulon. The whole force of the republicans became directed to their ex- 
pulsion ; and, finding the place no longer tenable, it was determined, though 
not without much reluctance, to abandon it. In pursuance of this resolution, the 
whole of the combined troops, to the number of ^000 men, together with several 
thousand royalists, were embarked on board the British ships early in the morn- 
ing of the 8th December, without the loss of a single man. This iniportaiit service 
w'as superintended by captains Klphinstone, Hallinel, and Matthews ; and it was 
principally owing to the care, attention, and vigorous exertions of tliese officers, 
and more especially of the first, that it was so well and speedily accomplished. 
Captain Klphinstone’s efficient services on this and some of the immediately pre- 
ceding occasions procured him high encomiums from both lord Hood and lieu- 
tenant-general Dundas. On his return to England, which was in the year 1794, 
he was invested with the knighthood of the Bath, having been previously pro- 
moted to the rank of rear-admiral of the blue, and in July the same year was 
made rear-admiral of the white, and in this I'apacity hoisted his flag on board 
the Bardeur of ninety-eight guns, and in the ^car following, having shifted his flag 
to the Monarch, lie sailed with a small squadron for the Cape of firood Hope, then 
in the possession of the Dutch. 

A war being about to commence between Great Britain and the Batavian re- 
public, the object of admiral Elphinstone was to reduce the settlements at the 
Cape, a service which he effectually accomplished, besides capturing a squadron 
which had been sent out for its defence. On the completion of this important 
undertaking he returned to England, now advanced to the rank of vice-admiral ; 
and the cabinet was so highly gratified with the great service lie had rendered 
liis country by securing to it so valuable a colony as that of the Cape, that they 
conferred upon him yet further honours. 

In 1797, he was created an Irish peer by the title of baron Keith of Stone- 
haven-Marischal, and shortly after assumed the command of a detachment of 
the channel fleet. In this year also, he was presented by the directors of the 
East India company with a splendid sword, valued at 500 guineas, as an ac- 
knowledgment for his eminent services. In 1798, lord Keith hoisted his flag 
on board the Foudroyant, <and sailed for the Mediterranean as second in com- 
mand under the earl St Vincent, who was already there with a large fleet. 

lilarly in the beginning of the following year, he was promoted to the rank of 
vice-admiral of the red, and on the occasion of a tem{>orary indisposition of earl 
St Vincent, assumed the entire command of the fleet. Here he continued em- 
ployed in blockading the Spanish fleet till May, 1799, when he went in pursuit 
of the Brest fleet. His search, however, being unsuccessful, he returned to 
England. In November, he again sailed for the Mediterranean, to take the com- 
mand of the fleet there, and which was now wholly resigned to him in conse- 
quence of the increasing illness of the earl St Vincent. While in this command 
lord Keith performed a series of important services. By the judicious arrange- 
ment of his ships, and the co-operation of lord Nelson, he succeeded in capturing 
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two large French ships proceeding to La Valetta, with troops and stores. He 
blockaded the ports of Toulon, Marseilles, Nice, and the coast of the Riviera ; 
and, co-operating with the Austrians, who were besieging Genoa, he so ellbctu- 
ally cut off all supplies from the French garrison in that place by the activity of 
his blockade, that they were compelled to surrender. In the following Septem- 
ber, the island of Malta was captured by a detachment of his fleet. The British 
cabinet having determined to make a descent on Spain, lord Keith and Sir 
Knlph Abercromby entered the bay of Cadiz with a large fleet, having on board 
about eighteen thousand troops. Circumstances, however, occurred, which the 
admiral and general conceived warranted them in not attempting the proposed 
landing, and they accordingly withdrew without making any descent 

The greatest and most brilliant of all lord Keith’s services, however, was yet 
to be performed ; this was the celebrated landing of Aboukir, one of the most 
splendid affairs in the annals of war ; and it was in a great measure owing to 
the promptitude and skill of the admiral alone, that this critical and perilous 
enterprise was so triumphantly arx:omplished. For this important service lord 
Keith received the thanks of both houses of parliament, and on the 5th Decem- 
ber, 1801, he was created a baron of the united kingdom, by the title'of baron 
Keith of Barheath, county of Dumbarton. He had been previously advanced to 
tiie rank of admiral of the blue. In the fulness of the country’s gratitude for 
his services, he was also presented by the corporation of London with the free- 
dom of the city in a gold box, together with a sword of the value of one hun- 
dred guineas, and was invested by the (H’and Signor with the order of the 
Crescent, which he had established to perpetuate the memory of the services ren- 
dered to the Ottoman empire by the British. 

In 1803, lord Keith was ap]>ointed commander-in-chief of all his majesty’s 
ships in the north sea. In 1805, he was further advanced to tlio rank of rear- 
admiral of the white, and in 1812, succeeded Sir Charles Cotton as commander- 
in-chief of the channel fleet. While on this station, it was his lot to be the 
means of capturing the person of Napoleon Bonaparte, on his flight from France 
after the battle of Waterloo. The disposition which lord Keith made of his 
ships on this occasion was such, that the distinguished fugitive, after being taken 
by captain 31ait1and of the Bellerophon, acknowledged escape to have been im- 
possible. His treatment of the prisoner was as noble, delicate, and humane, as 
his arrangements for seizing him had been dexterous. He acted throughout the 
whole affair with so much good sense and right feeling, that he at once gained 
the esteem and gratitude of Napoleon, and the approbation of the government 
which he represented. 

In 1814, lord Keith had been created a viscount; and, at the conclusion of 
the war, by the disposal of Napoleon in St Helena, he retired to enjoy his well- 
earned honours in the bosom of his family, and the society of his former friends. 
Latterly he resided constantly on his estate of Tulliallaii, where he erected a 
mansion-house suited to his rank and fortune. There he also expended large 
suras in works of permanent utility, and united with constant acts of voluntary 
bounty the encouragement of industrious pursuit and useful occupation, those 
sure sources of comfort to a surrounding population. The strength of his na- 
tural understanding enabled him to derive the utmost benefit* from all that he 
had occasion to see or to contemplate. A most tenacious memory and great 
readiness enabled him to bring all his information effectually into action when 
the occasion called for it. Such powers, united to a fertility of mind which is 
rarely excelled, rendered him a most distinguished character in all that regarded 
his profession. In social intercourse, his kindly nature was constantly predomi- 
nant: he was entirely free of aflectation in conversation, and lie dealt out the 
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facts and anecdotes ^ith which his memory was stored, in a most interest] 
and amusing manner. Lord Keith was invariably influenced by the kindest 
feelings for all who were connected with him, and, without solicitation on their 
part, he was uniformly alive to whatever could promote their interest. But this 
did not limit the extent of his usefulness to others ; on the contnary, being al- 
ways open to approach, he was zealous in forwarding, to the utmost of his power, 
the objects of deserving men. Accordingly, it may be safely said of him, that he 
could redcon as great a number of meritorious officers, of all ranks and descriptions, 
who had been placed in their proper stations by his efforts, as any man of his 
rank who served during the same distinguished period of our naval history. 

His first lady having died in 1789, lord Keith married, in January, 1808, 
the eldest daughter of Henry Thrale, Esq. M.P. for Southwark; of which 
union the issue was one child, a daughter. In 1822, lord Keith was permitted 
by the king to accept the last additional honour he was to receive on earth, in 
the shape of a grand cross of tlie royal Sardinian order of St Maurice and St 
Lazare. 11c died at Tulliallan house, on the 10th of March, 1823, in the 76th 
year of his age. 

KKITH, (lEORaR, fifth earl Marischal, founder of the Marischal college of 
Aberdeen. The period of this nobleman’s birth is unknown ; his father was 
William lord Keith, (eldest son of the fourth earl Marischal,) a person known in 
history as having been taken prisoner into England in 1558, and released for 
a ransom of £2000. This individual married Elizabeth Hay, daughter to the 
earl of Errol, by whom, at his death in 1580, he left, besides the subject of our 
memoir, three sons and four daughtem.^ George succeeded his grandfather in 
the year 1581, .and we find liiin towards the end of the year following, doing 
his duty in parliament^ We are led to understand, that, previously to his suc- 
ceeding to the title, he had spent some time among the seats of learning on the 
continent As with all men who have been remarkable in advanced life, it was 
recollected of him after his death, that in youth he showed an extreme desire for 
knowledge, and a facility in its acquisition. We are infoimed tliat he studied at 
the King’s college of Aberdeen,^ and that at the age of eighteen he was. an 
adept in the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, and in the studies of anti- 
quities, history, and literature ; when, discontented with the scope allowed in 
bis own country, he resolved to study in France.* On this journey, it is said 
that he was courteously received by the Landgrave of Hesse, (the chief among 
the descendants of that celebrated tribe of Catti,” from which the fabulous 
historians have traced the family of Keith,) along with the other noble youths of 
the age. While he was accumulating knowledge, he did not forget the oppor- 
tunities afforded him in France, of perfecting himself in the knowledge of 
arms, and the feats of athletic jugglery then in vogue. After some time, Keith 
left France, preferring a residence in Geneva, with the illustrious Theodore 
Beza, by whom be was instructed in divinity, history, and the art of speaking. 
During his residence there, an accident of a melancholy nature happened. His 
younger brother, William, who had accompanied him on his journey, and had 
apparently, with high promise of future eminence, shared in his studies, was 
killed in a tumult, during an excursion into the country. His eminent master, 


1 Douglas' Peerage, 193. 

“ Act. Pari., iii. 326. . , u 

• Middleton’s account of the King’s college of Aberdeen and of the great men there, MS. 
Bib. Ad. M. 6, 15. 

* Onitio Funebris, in obitum maximi virorum Georgil Marischalli comitis, D. Keiffi et 
Altre, &C., Academias Mai'ischallana; Aberdonias fuiidatoris, et Mc«i;natis jiiunificcntisbiini ; 
scripta et proimiiciata a Guliilmo Ogstono, philosophi* moralis ibidem professorc. Aber. 
liaban, 1023, 4t(>, p. 11. 
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along with Gaulter and Andrew Melyille, hare celebrated the memory and 
talents of this young man. Beza, in the dedication of his ** leones yarorunii 
doctrina et pietate illustrium^'’ to king James, mentions, with much satisfaction, 
the circumstance of having been intrusted with the education of pupils so illus- 
trious. After the death of his brother, Keith left Geneva, and visited the 
courts of Europe, where his rank and great wealth admitted his making a con- 
siderable figure. It is said that, even in this employment, presumed to be full of 
gayety, he was a grave and accurate student : that he indulged in the splendour 
of courts more for the purpose of acquiring historical knowledge, than of pur- 
suing pleasure, and that he travelled less for the purpose of recreation and 
variety, than for the acquisition of correct knowledge of the various countries of 
the world, having seldom seen a country of which he did not show his acquain- 
tance, by embodying his knowledge in a map.‘ He returned to his native 
country, after an absence of seven years. The Scottish peer who in the six- 
teenth century founded a university, and encouraged learning, must have been a 
man whoso penetration and grasp of mind were very difierent from those of his 
colleagues in rank, yet he appears not to have been totally exempt from the bar- 
barous habits and feelings of the day. 

On the 8th of June, 1585, we find him obtaining a remission under the 
great seal, for *^art and part” of the slaughter of his relative William Keith, 
apparent of Luduquhairn and in 1595, he is charged to appear before the 
king and council, as a person entertaining a deadly feud with the laird of Mel- 
drum.^ Soon after his accession to the earldom, the celebrated raid of Ruthveii 
took place, a political movement, as to which it is difficult to discover his view, 
but with which his connexion seems to have somewhat displeased the king. He 
was, apparently, not present at the ** raid,” nor does he appear to have 
approached so hot a political atmosphere, until the king’s escape from Falkland 
to St Andrews, whither he repaired, apparently as a neutral person; but he is 
represented as having retired to his own home in disgust, on the king changing 
the lenient measure he had at first proposed towards the rebels.^ The earl was 
a member of that parliament which, on the 19th of October, 1583, approved 
the acts of the conspirators, holding their proceedings as legal, and protecting 
ilieir persons from punishment, by an act which was afterwards expunged from 
the statute book.^ It is not without surprise, that, after such a measure, we find 
him acting as chancellor of the assize of peers, which, with considerable par- 
tiality in its proceedings, found the earl of Gowrie guilty of treason, on account 
of his share in the raid of Ruthven.'" It can scarcely be doubted, that in these 
proceedings he was guilty of inconsistency : it is not likely that any one attended 
a parliament held under the auspices of the conspirators, for the purpose of 
voting against them, and it was not customary for the crown to choose assizors 
who would acquit, while his having acted as chancellor leaves no doubt that he 
voted for a verdict of guilty ! Charity can only palliate this tergiversation, on 
the circumstance, that Gowrie had, in the interval between these events, been 
guilty of additional acts of disobedience. 

After the singular proceedings on the part of James towards the court of 
Denmark, in attempting a negotiation of marriage with the eldest daughter of 
Frederick the II., which terminated in that monarch (not presuming the king of 
Scotland to be serious in his proposals) marrying his daughter to tlie duke of 
Brunswick ; the lover, disappointed of one daughter, was resolved to try more 
consistent plans for obtaining the other, and James proposed to send lord Altry, 

• Orotio Funebris ut sup. " Melville’s Memoirs, 270-71. 

• Douglas’ Peorago, i. 19.3. • Art. Pari, iii. 326. 

’ Pitcairn’s Crimhuil Trials, i. 35.3. Pitcairn’s Criininal Trials, i. 110. 
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uncle to the earl Marischal, to Denmark, to make serious proposals to Freder- 
ick’s second daug^hter, Anne. The disposition of the council of Scotland, was 
such as prompted Altry, an old and infirm statesman, averse to engaging in the 
excitement of politics, to decline the high office, and his nephew, the earl Maris- 
chal, showed a desire to officiate in his stead. ** Now the earl Marischal,^’ says 
Sir James Melville in his cautious manner, was desirous to supply the place of 
his uncle, my lord of Altry : and his majesty was content that he should be sent 
thither. Whereupon I took occasion to represent to his majesty, that the said 
earl was very well qualified for that employment, and that he would go the 
better contented, if he might have in commission with him some of his own 
friends and acquaintance. His majesty answered, that it was his part to choose 
his own ambassadors ; that the earl Marischal should have the first place as a 
nobleman, but,” continues Sir James with his usual complacency, that he would 
repose the chief handling with the regent and council of Denmark upon me.”^* 
It is probable that the great wealth of the earl, who was then the richest noble- 
man in Scotland, was a cogent reason for appointing him to superintend an 
expensive expedition. It was the policy of queen Klizabeth to object to the 
proposed alliance, and the privy council of Scotland showed a disposition to 
accede to her wishes. In the mean time, the tradesmen of Edinburgh, insti- 
gated, it is said, by the secret interference of James, took the matter into their 
hands, threatening the privy council, and denounoiiig vengeance against Thirle- 
stane, the chancellor, whom they looked upon as the chief agent of Elizabeth. 
James had made his resolution, and the earl was finally despatched to Denmark, 
along with the constable of Dundee, and lord Andrew Keith, whom he had 
requested permission to take as an associate. Owing to the vacillating policy 
of James, his power to conclude was so limited, and his commission so slender, 
that he was compelled to send back again my lord Dingwall, either for a license 
to come home, or for a sufficient power to conclude.”^^ Dingwall found the 
king at Aberdeen, who, as the cliaiicellor and most part of the council were 
absent, found himself in a situation to give more ample powera. The storm 
which interrupted the voyage of the princess is well known, ns an amusing por- 
tion of Scottish history ; in the mean time, the chancellor, who was the deadly 
enemy of the earl Marischal, had, from his opposition to the measure, sunk in 
the favour of James, and did not recover his former estimation, without siidering 
the expense of procuring the handsome fasbsailing vessel, in which the monarch 
made that voyage to Denmark which has been considered so unaccount- 
ably inconsistent with his general character. We shall give, in the words of 
Sir James Melville, an account of the very characteristic squabbles which took 
place between the two rival peers at the court of Copenhagen. ** The company 
%vho were with his majesty put him to great trouble to agree their continual 
janglings, strife, pride, and partialities. 'I'he earl Marischal, by reason that he 
was an ancient earl, and had been first employed in this honourable commission, 
thought to have the first place next unto his majesty so long as he was there. 
The chancellor, by reason of his office, would needs have the pre-eminence. 
There were also contentions between him and the justice-clerk. The constable 
of Dundee and my lord Dingwall could not agree about place. George Hume 
did quietly shoot out William Keith from his office of master of the wardrobe. 
At length they were all divided into two factions ; the one for the earl Maris- 
chal ; the other for the chancellor who was the stronger, beciiuse the king took 
his part; so that the chancellor triumphed.” The munificence and great 
wealth of the earl, prompted him to bear, in the first instance, the expense of 
the mission ; he could not have done a service more acceptable to his sovereign, 
Melville’s Memoirs, 357. ^ Ibid, 368. Ibid, 3()3. 
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aud it appears to have finally reinstated him in favour. In 1593, the earl 
received a parliamentary ratification of his acts as concerned the mission^ and 
was at the same time empowered to recover, from a forfeited estate, the expense 
he had incurred, stated as amounting to 3 1 5fi merks.^^ Up to the commence* 
inent of the eighteenth century, the debt %vas, however, unrecovered, and it is 
not probable that after that period it was ever paid. 

In 1583, the earl was one of the commissioners appointed to superintend the 

new erection’’ or alteration in management of the King’s college of Aberdeen ; 
and it is probable that the duties in which he was then engaged, prompted him, 
ten years afterwards, to perform that act of enlightened munificence, which has 
perpetuated his name as the founder of Marischal college. The charter of the 
university was granted by the earl on the 2nd April, 1593 ; it was approved of 
by the General Assembly of Dundee on the 24th of the same month, after having 
been submitted to the examination of a committee, and was ratified by Parlia- 
ment on the 21st of July following. T4ie college was endowed to maintain a 
principal, three regent professors, and six bursars. By the foundation, the 
languages and sciences appointed to be taught, were, Greek, Hebrew, and 
Syriac, natural history, geometry, geography, chronology, and astronomy. 
In opposition to the principle previously pursued, by which each professor con- 
ducted a class of students through all the branches of knowledge taught in any 
university, the subjects taught in Marischal college were divided among separate ' 
masters, each of whom adhered to his peculiar branch — an excellent regulation, 
afterwards departed from, but resumed in the middle of the eighteenth century.'^ 
Without descending to the particular benefits of this institution, the circumstance 
that many eminent names are connected with Marischal college, and that its 
small endowments have cultivated intellects which might have long lain unpro- 
ductive, are sufficient of themselves to speak to the honour of its noble founder. 
The building erected for the accommodation of the students was not splendid, nor 
were the endowmeiils great, when compared with those of universities abroad, or 
even of the other similar institutions of Scotland. The former, however, is still a 
protecting roof, and the latter h<ave been creditably increased, especially in the 
bursaries, which amount to about twenty, of various values, from i^3 to £15 
annually — the smallest paying the full fee of the possessor for the four years 
during which he remains at the university, and the larger frequently forming 
for a time the chief support of one or two individuals who would otherwise 
remain uneducated ; they are carefully protected as the rewards of talent and 
labour, and held by those who gain them as their right, independently of the 
authority of the officials of the university. The progress of Marischal college, 
in comparison with that of other universities, stands as an example, that in a 
civilized age, not superstitiously ruled by the church, a university without com- 
plete internal support, cannot succeed or become useful, except in a large and 
tiourishing town. The prison-like dens of Marischal college, with their unplas- 
tered walls are annually filled with students, while the princely halls of St 
Andrews are empty and falling to ruin ; and the university of Fraserburgh, 
which was in a flourishing state in the sixteenth century, has disappeared and 
been forgotten. 

W ithin the same year, when Marischal college was founded, we find its patron 
Act. Pari, iii. 641. 

15 A short relation of the origin of the Keiths in Scotland, witli a list of tlie predecessors 
of the present earl Marischal of that kingdonie, being one abstract of the history of fast noble 
family, anno Domini, 16^. Aberdeen, x die Apritis, An. Dom. 17(Kk 

^ For a farther account of this matter, vide the memoir of Alexander Gerard in this odl- 
lection. 
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engaged in other works of public utility. He granted a charter to Peterhead. 
And by the act o, 48, we find him empowered to exact a toll of twenty 

pence for every last of goods entering or learing a harbour he had atUmhed to 
that town.^^ At the same period, the secret transactions with the court of Spain, 
of which some of the northern peers were suspected, and the discovery of those 
mysterious documents known by the name of ** the Spanish blanks,*’ created 
alarm in the nation, and consternation at court ; and by the same act of 15f)3, 
the earl Marischal, as a trusty statesman, was empowered to act the part of king’s 
commissioner in the shires of Kincardine, Aberdeen, and Banff, and to inquire 
into the conduct of the earls of Errol, Huntly, Angus, and others. A trust of 
still higher order was reposed in the earl, in June 6th, 1609, when, by commis- 
sion under the great seal, he was appointed lord high commissioner to the par* 
liament of Scotland. 

In the year 1622 , in the old age of a well-spent life, the earl felt his last 
illness come upon him, and he retired to his fortress of Dunnotter, where he is 
said to have borne his sickness with patience and religious resignation. Dr 
Dun, one of the professors of his college, attended him as physician, and the dis- 
ease for a time yielded to medicine, but finally relapsed. The latter days of 
this great and useful man do not appear to have been permitted to pass in 
domestic peace, and hU death-bed was disturbed by the desertion and crime of 
'an unfeeling wife. The circumstance to which we refer is one of a very singular 
nature ; and as it is impossible at this period to trace all the motives from which 
it originated, we shall state it, almost verbatim, as it occurs in the criminal re- 
cord, avoiding antiquated orthography. the 3rd of March, 1634, Dame 

Margaret Ogilvie, countess dowager of Marischal, along with her then husband, 
Sir Alexander Strauchane of Thornetoun, knight, and Robert Strauchan, doctor 
in physic, were accused before the high court of justiciary, of the ignoble crimes 
of masterful theft and stoutlirief, in having stolen from the place of Benholra, be- 
longing to the earl, certain jewels, silver plate, household stuff, gold, silver, and 
title deeds, in October, IG32, a little before the said earl’s decease.” On 
the same day, James Keith of Benholme was cited to answer for a similar crime, 
committed at the same time, and in the same place. The two cases are evidently 
connected together, and the minute in the latter provides us with the following 
inventory of articles stolen, which is an evidence of the magnihcence and wealth 
of the earl, and an extraordinary feature in the transaction. Of Portugal 
ducats, and other species of foreign gold, to the avail of 36,000 pounds or 
thereby ; thirty-six dozen gold buttons ; a rich jewel set with diamonds, which 
the deceased earl received as a gift when be was ambassador in Denmark, woi'th 
6,000 merks; the queen of Denmark’s picture in gold, set about with rich 
diamonds, estimated at 5,000 merks ; a jasper stone for stemming of blood, esti- 
mated at 500 French crowns ; a chain of ** equall perle,” wherein were 400 
pearls great and small ; two chains of gold, of twenty-four ounce weight ; an- 
other jewel of diamonds set in gold, worth 3,000 merks ; a great pair of brace- 
lets, all set with diamonds, price thereof 500 crowns ; the other pair of gold 
bracelets at 600 pounds tlie pair ; a turquois ring worth ten French crowns ; a 
diamond set in a ring, worth twenty-eight French crowns, with a number of 
other small rings set with diamonds and other rich stones in gold, worth 300 
French crowns; also 16,000 merks of silver and gold ready coined, which was 
within a green coder; together with the whole tapestry, silver- work, bedding, 
goods, gear, and plenishing within the said place. The case, as regarded the 
counters, and Sir Alexander and Dr Strauchane, was postponed by a royal war- 

Act Par., iv, 35 Act. Pari., iv. 44. Pitcairn’s Crim. TriiUs, i. 283. 
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rout to the 3nd of July, from thence to tbd S7lih of July, and fema theime to the 
8th of December^ of which date no entry appearing, the lord adroGale ceeau to 
hare been prerailed with to give up the puraoit ; Keith of Benholme, rrhoaeenu 
to hare occupied, or been steward of, the house so strangely dtlaplditted, was 
outlawed ibr not appearing.^ 

The earl died at fire o*clodk on the morning of the fifth day of April, 16SS, 
and a monument with a poetical inscription was erected to his memory. The 
funeral oration so frequently referred to, was read at Marischal college on the 
30th June, 1623, by Ogston, the professor of moral philosophy ; it compares 
his death to an earthquake, and sundry other prodigies of nature — heaps too 
great a load of rirtues on his shoulders for mankind to bear with comfort, and 
in detailing the perfections of the dead Mecasnas, the author does not neglect 
these of the living Solomon. A book of Tears’’ was also published to his me- 
mory, chiefly composed by Massy and Alexander Wedderburn.’^^ The lady al- 
ready so equiyo(‘ally mentioned was his second wife, a daughter of James, sixth 
lord Ogilvie : he had previously married Margaret, daughter of Alexander, fifth 
lord Uume,^^ and by both he had several children. 

KEITH, (the . Honourable) Jabues, commonly called marshal Keith, the 
younger son of William, ninth earl Marischal, and lady Mary Drummond, 
daughter to the earl of Perth, was born in the year 1696. His aptness for 
learning seems to have been very considerable, since he acquired in after-life a 
reputation for letters scarcely inferior to his military renown ; a circumstance 
which was possibly in no small degpree owing to his having had the good fortune 
to receive the rudiments of his education from the celebrated bishop Keith, who 
was allied to his family by consanguinity, and who officiated as tutor to himself 
and his elder brother, the tenth earl Marischal. 

Mr Keith was originally designed for the law, and with the view of making it 
his profession, he was sent to Edinbui^h to complete his studiea It was soon 
discovered, however, that he entertained a much stronger predilection for the 
camp than tlie bar ; — he seems indeed to have been very early attached to the 
military profession. His language, when the subject happened at any time to 
be alluded to, was always full of martial enthusiasm, even while yet a mere 
stripling. 1 have begun to study the law,” he said, in compliance with the 
desires of the countess of Marischal, (his mother,) but commend me, gentlemen, 
to stand before the mouth of a cannon for a few minutes ; this either makes a 
man in an instant, or he dies gloriously in the field of battle.” Such was the 
spirit in which ttie young soldier entered on his career of fame. 

The earl Marischal, elder brother of the subject of this memoir, was one 
of those Tory noblemen who signed the proclamation of George 1. The 
party being disappointed in their hopes of office under the new dynasty, he re- 
turned in a state of high irritation to Scotland, and at York met his brother 
James, who was on his way to London for the purpose of asking a commission in 
the army. The two young men returned home together, burning with resent- 
ment, and on the commencement of the insurrection of 1715, they were incited 
at once by their own feelings, and by the advice of their mother, who was a ca- 
tholic, to declare for the Pretender, The meeting held by the earl of Mar, (who 
was their cousin,) under the semblance of a hunting match, was attended by the 
two brothers, and they continued, throughout the remainder of the campaign, 

» Pitcairn’s Crim. Trials, lii. 662. , „ 

81 <*LBchrim« Academiw Marischallaiife sub obitum Mecasnatis et Fundatoris sui, mu* 
nifioentissimi, nobilissiml et iUustriSBimi, Geoigii Comitis Marischalli, Domini de Keith et 
Altre, &c.”_il&erd. Raban, 1623. 
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to act a bold and conqiioiious part under that unfortunate leader. The imm^ 
diate lubject of thla memoir li taid to have manifeated a degiree of reiolutioa aod 
conduct which attracted much attention, and iiiapired hopea of hia hiture fortune. 
On tlie final diaperaion of the rebel army at Hu^ven in Badenoch, they had no 
reaource but to make the beat of their way to a foreign land, where they might 
be aafe from the conaequences of their enterpriae. They proceeded, in company 
with many other Lowland gentlemen, to the Weatern lalea, where they deaigned to 
wait till a veaael could be procured to convey them to France. While in the ialea, 
where they were detained nearly a mouth, the fugitivea were frequently alarmed 
by reports of their retreat having been diacovered, and that an armament had 
been despatched in quest of them ; and on one occasion they were informed that 
three frigates, with two battalions of foot on board, were within ten miles of 
them. They, however, were not molested. On the 20th of April, a ship which 
had been despatched from France for the purpose, arrived at the island on which 
they were concealed. Losing no time, they, along with about a hundred com- 
panions in misfortune, embarked on board of this vessel, and arrived in safety 
at St Paul de Leon in Brittany, on the 12th of May, 1716. On their arrival 
at this port, the greater part of them proceeded immediately to wait upon the 
Pretender, who was then at Avignon ; the others, amongst whom was Keith, 
went straight to Paris, where the latter had at that time several relations resid- 
ing. On reaching Paris, Keith waited upon the queen-mother, by whom he 
was most graciously received, and who, amongst other flattering things, said, 
that she had heard of his good services in her son’s cause, and that neither of 
them ^ should ever forget it Keith now proposed to the queen-mother to visit 
the king, by which he meant the Pretender, and asked her permission to do so. 
She, however, dissuaded him from taking this step, saying that he was yet but 
young, and had better remain in Paris and recommence his studies, and con- 
cluded by proposing to bear the charge of his future education. Notwithstand- 
ing this flattering rec^eption, a whole month elapsed before Keith heard any 
thing further from the queen-mother, and, in the mean time, he was reduced to 
great straits for want of money, living principally by selling horse furniture, 
which military officers were at this period in the habit of carrying about with 
them, and which, being sometimes richly ornamented with silver, was a very 
valuable article. There were many friends of himself and his family in Paris, 
who would readily have aflbrded him any pecuniary assistance he might have 
required, but, as he himself says, in a MS. memoir of his life, written with his 
own hand, to which we have access » ** I was then either so bashful or so vain, 
that 1 would not own the want I was in.” His wants, however, of this kind 
were soon amply provided for, and from various unlooked for sources. The 
queen-mother at length sent him 1000 livres, and much about the same time a 
Parisian banker waited upon him, and informed him that he had instructions 
from Scotland to supply him with money, and an order from king James to pay 
him 200 crowns a-year, with an apology for the smallness of the sum, as it was 
all that his (the king’s) circumstances enabled him to do. Relieved now from 
his pecuniary difficulties, he betook himself to study, to which he devoted the 
whole of the remaining part of the year 1716, and a great part of the following 
year. Previous to this, and while pursuing his studies, he received a commission 
as colonel of horse in the service of the king of Sweden, who entertained a de- 
sign of making a descent on Scotland in favour of king James. The project, 
however, was discovered long before it could be carried into execution, and thus 
both the intended invasion and Keith’s commission fell to the ground. Another 
opportunity, although equally fruitless in ite results, presented itself to the young 
soldier, now in his twentieth year, of pushing his fortune with his sword. This 



KEITH. 


m 

wfttili# sppemnce in Parii of Peter the firit, emperor of Bin^ Jhoifli made 
every eiihrt to obtain admimion into the lerrioe ^ that potentate^ bet without 
effect, he hhuMlf tuppoeee on account of hie not having employed the proper 
mma In the following year, '1718, learning that there waa an inten- 
tion on the part of Spain, similar to that which had been entertained by the 
king of Sweden, viz., to attempt the restoration of king James by Invad- 
ing Scotland^Keith and his brother the earl Marischal set out for Madrid, 
with the view of offering their services in the proposed expedition. These 
were readily accepted, and the two brothers, after repeated interviews with car- 
dinal Alberoni, then prime minister of Spain, were furnished with instruc- 
tions regarding the intended descent, and with means to carry that part of it 
which was intrusted to tiiem into execution. By previous appointment, Keith 
and his brother the earl Marischal were met at Havre de Grace, the point at 
which they had fixed to embark for Scotland, by several of the Scottish leaders 
in the rising of 1715, who were still lurking about France. All of them har- 
ing been advised of the undertalcing, were furnished with commissions from the 
king of Spain, to apply equally to the Spanish forces which were to be sent after 
them, and to those which they should raise in the country. 

The co-operation in this enterprise which they were led to expect was the 
landing in England of the duke of Ormond with an army, which it was proposed 
should immediately take place. Two frigates, with Spanish troops on board, were 
also to follow them within a day pr two, to land with them in Scotland, and 
enable them to commence their operations in that kingdom. On the 1 9th of 
March, the expatriated chiefs embarked on board a small vessel of about twenty- 
five tons, and after encountering some stormy weather and running great risk 
from some English chips of war which they fell in with, they reached the island of 
Iiewls on the 4th of April. They were soon afterwards joined by the two 
frigates, and a debarkation on the main land was immediately determined upon. 
Ill the expectation of being joined by large bodies of Highlanders, they pro- 
posed to march forward to Inverness, from which they hoped to drive out the 
small force by which it was garrisoned. 

The whole enterprise, however, hurried on to a disastrous conclusion. The 
duke of Ormond's fleet was dispersed : the Highlanders refused to embark in the 
desperate undertaking ; a very few only joining the invaders, and these showing 
little enthusiasm hi the cause : and to complete their ruin, they were attacked 
and defeated by a body of troops which had been despatched to arrest their pro- 
gress. They were, however, not so completely routed but that they were enabled 
to retire in partial order to the summit of some high grounds in the vicinity 
of the scene of action. Here a council of war was held during the night, in 
which it was resolved that the Spaniards should on the next day surrender them- 
selves prisoners of war, that the Highlanders should disperse, and that the of- 
ficers should each seek his safety in the best way he could. 

Thus Keith found himself placed in exactly the same desperate circumstances in 
which he was after the rising of 1715 , — an outlawed fugitive, without means and 
without a home. After lurking some months in the Highlands, during the greater 
part of which, to add to his misfortunes, he was in bad health, he found his way 
to Peterhead, where he embarked for Holland, whither his brother had gone 
before him. Being here joined by the latter, they both proceeded to the Hague, 
and sometime afterwards to Madrid. Here Keith’s pecuniary difficulties be- 
came as pressing and infinitely more desperate than they were in Paris on his 
arrival tliere in 1715 . ** 1 was now," he says, ** as the French have it, au pie 

^ la leUre anr le pave. 1 knew nobody and was known to none, and had not 
my good fortune brougiit rear'adniiral Caminoek to Madrid, whom I had known 
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formerly in Paris, I donU know what would hare become of me ; he immediate* 
ly oflered me his house and his table, both which 1 was glad to accept ofl** 
Thus shifUng, together with the aid of some arrears of pay which he received 
from the king of Spain, he remained the greater part of the year 1720, and, 
with the exception of some short absences, all the year 1721, at Madrid. He 
then remoyed to Paris, where he lived for the next three or four years, receiv- 
ing the pay of a Spanish colonel, but without being attached to any regiment. 
At the end of this period Keith again returned to Spain, and was employed in 
active service up to the year 1728. Thinking himself, however, rather over- 
looked, he in this year addressed a letter to the king, soliciting his patronage, 
and requesting that he might be appointed to the command of the first Irish 
regiment which should become vacant. Ihe answer of his majesty to this ap- 
plication was, that so soon as he knew that he was a Homan catholic he should 
not only have what he asked, but that his future fortunes should be cared for. 
Finding all hopes of promotion in the Spanish service thus cut off on account of 
his religious belief, Keith solicited a recommendation from his Spanish majesty 
to the court of Russia, Avhere he now determined to try his fortunes. The re- 
commendation which he sought was at once granted, and forwarded to the em- 
peror of Russia, who soon after intimated to him his adiiiission into his servi(*e 
as a major-general. On Keith^s leaving Madrid for Moscow, the king of Spain 
presented him with a douceur of 1000 crowns, and soon after his arrival in 
Russia he was promoted to the command of a regiment of guards, an appoint- 
ment of g^at trust, and which liad hitherto been bestowed on none hut especial 
favourites of the sovereign. He was further named one of three inspectors of 
army details, and auarded as his department the frontier of Asia, with the 
country on both sides of the Volga and Don, together with part of the frontier 
of Poland. About this time one of his early instructors, a Mr Morton, hearing 
of his good fortune, wrote to him a letter of congratulation on his prosperity. 
The generafs reply partook of his nature ; it was kind and unaffected. ** 1 am 
a true Scotsman indeed/* he said amongst other obliging things, ** wise behind 
the hand ; for had 1 been more careful to imbibe the excellent instructions 1 re- 
ceived under your inspection, 1 had still made a better figure in the world.” 
Hitherto the general, though he had proven himself at once a zealous and an 
able ofiSicer in the discharge of his military duties, had had no opportunity of 
exhibiting his talents for active warfare. Such an opportunity, however, at 
length offered. On the death of the king of Poland, that unhappy kingdom 
was entered by a Russian army to overawe, or rather control the election of a 
new king. On this occasion the general yioB despatched into Poland with six 
battalions of foot, 600 dragoons, and 4000 Cossacks. While on this service he 
was ordered by the commander-in-chief, prince Schahofskoi, to ravage the coun- 
try. With a feeling of humanity and in a spirit of honour which reflects much 
credit on his character, both as a soldier and a man, he endeavoured to evade 
the painful, and ae he felt it, dishonourable duty. Finding that no dictates of 
humanity would weigh with the commander-in-chief, he tried the effects of in- 
terested considerations ; representing to him, that if the system of devastation 
was continued, not only would the inhabitants, but the Russian army also be re- 
duced to a state of absolute starvation. This had the desired effect. The 
general was immediately ordered to desist from further spoliation. During the 
whole of this war the general conducted himself with a degree of judgment and 
gallantry, and in short, discovered throughout such a possession of the best and 
most valuable qualities of the soldier, as now ranked him indisputably amongst 
the first captains of the age. He was severely wounded in the knee in tifis 
ser\ ice at Ocrakow. The injury was of so serious a natui'e that the Russian 
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surgeons recommended that the wounded limb should be amputated^ and the 
general at once gave his consent to the operation being performed. But his 
brother, who had gone to visit him on this occasion, would not listen to the pro- 
posaL 1 hope,*^ he said, ** James has yet more to do with that leg, and 1 

will not part with it so easily, at least not until I have the best advice in 
Europe.’’ In the spirit of brotherly adection which these expressions bespeak, 
he immediately removed the general to Paris, to procure the advice of the 
surgical skill of that city, and the result was highly favourable. The French 
surgeons, doing whnt those of Hussia had neglected, laid open the general’s 
knee, and extracted some pieces of doth which had been driven into the 
wound by the shot, and had all along prevented that cure which was now soon 
effected. 

The military fame of general Keith was now spread over all Europe, and had 
attracted in a particular manner the notice of the warlike Frederick of Prussia, 
who lost no time in inviting him into his service, odering him the rank of a 
field marshal and the governorship of Berlin, with ample means to support the 
dignity of these situations. These oders were too tempting to be refused The 
general accepted them, and immediately proceeded to the Prussian court His 
affable manners and military genius soon won him the personal esteem of his 
new master, who not only admitted but invited him to the most familiar inter- 
course, travelled with him throughout his own dominions and those of the neigh- 
bouring states, and acknowledged him as an adviser in matters of military business, 
and as his companion in his hours of relaxation. For some time after his ar- 
rival in Prussia the marshal enjoyed a respite from military service, Frederick 
happening then to be, we cannot say at peace, but not at actual war with any 
of the European powers. This leisure he devoted to literary pursuits, entering 
into and maintaining a correspondem^ with some of the most eminent politicians 
and philosophers of the day, all of whom bear testimony to the great talent and 
ability with which he discussed the various subjects on which he wrote, and not 
the smallest portion of their praise was bestowed upon the elegance and felicity 
of language which his correspondence exhibited. 

Frederick’s, however, was not a service in which much repose of this kind 
could be expected. He, of whom it is said, that he looked upon peace only as 
a preparation for war, was not likely either to remain long idle himself, or to 
permit such a man as marshal Keith to be so. 

The outrageous conduct of Frederick in repeated instances had long given 
great umbrage to many of the European powers, but none of them had dared to 
come to open hostilities with him. At length, however, they fell upon the plan 
of combining their efforts for the chastisement of the warlike monarch, whom 
none of them would venture to face singly. 

Austria, Russia, Germany, and France, all took the field against the Prussian 
monarch. During the vicissitudes and operations which ensued, in attacking at 
one time and resisting at another, the various efforts of his numerous enemies, 
Frederick intrusted the most important, next to those which he himself assumed, 
to marshal Keith, whose military talents and sound judgment he found during 
the arduous struggle which followed, had not been over-rated. When summoned 
by the prince of Saxe-Hildburg to surrender Leipsic, which Frederick had left 
him to defend with 8000 men, the gallant soldier, then upwards of 60 years of 
age, replied to the messenger, ** Let your master know that I am by birth a 
Scotsman, by inclination as well as duty, a Prussian, and shall defend the town 
in such a manner that neither the country which gave me birth nor that whidi 
has adopted me shall be ashamed of me. The king my master has ordered me 
to defend it to the last extremity, and he shall be obeyed.^* Early on the 
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following morning, the mar^al lummoned the megistratef of the town together, 
told them of the communication which he had from the enemy, and adviied them 
to wait upon the prince, and beg of him, for their own sakes and that of the 
inhabitants in general, to refrain from proceeding to extremities against the 
city ; ** for,’’ said he, with a tact whidi showed the consummate soldier, ** if he 
proceeds in this resolution, 1 will myself begin to set fire to the suburbs, and 
if that be not sufficient to oblige the enemy to desist from his enterprise, I 
will go further, and not spare even the dty itself and with many expressions 
of reluctance to have recourse to such dreadful measures, to which he said neces- 
sity alone could compel him, he dismissed the terrified citizens, who instantly 
despatched a deputation to wait upon the prince* All, however, they could ob- 
tain from the latter was a modification of the terms of the* original summons. 
Another was sent, in which the Prussians were offered the liberty of marching 
out of the town without molestation. This summons marshal Keith rejected 
with the same determination as the former, to the great provocation of the 
prince, who, in his resentment at the tone of defiance assumed by the Prussian 
commander, declared that if the latter carried his threat into execution regard- 
ing the burning of the town, he would lay Berlin or Potsdam in ashes. The 
extremities which were thus threatened on both sides were, however, prevented 
by the approach of the Prussian monarch, who arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Leipsic with a large force, and averted the destruction of the city by bringing 
on the celebrated battle of liosbach, in which he was completely victorious. 
Soon after this, marshal Keith marched into Bohemia with an army, and laid that 
kingdom under contribution, having previously dislodged the Austrians from the 
mountains of Saxony, where they had been strongly posted. The brilliant 
career, however, of this soldier of fortune was now about to close for ever ; the 
death which became him awaited him, and was close at hand. 

Frederick had taken up a position in the village of Hochkirchen, which he 
was particularly desirous of retaining, and which the enemy were equally desir- 
ous of possessing. The consequence was, that this point was attacked during the 
night following its first occupation. On the first alarm of the enemy’s motions, 
marshal Keith mounted his horse, and hastily collecting what troops were in his 
immediate neighbourhood, marched towards the village. On arriving there he 
found it already in the hands of the enemy. Charging, however, at the head of 
his troops, he drove them from the position. Fresh bodies of the enemy came up, 
and the marshal was in turn forced to retire. Again he returned to the com- 
bat, leading on his men, and cheering them as he advanced ; and again he 
cleared the village of the enemy. Determined on possession of the position, 
the latter once more returned with increased numbers, until latterly the whole 
flower of the Austrian army were concentrated on this sanguinary spot, defended 
by a handful of Prussians. At eight o’clock in tlie morning, and while the 
combat was yet at the hottest, although it had now lasted several hours, the 
marshal received a severe and dangerous wound. He refused, however, to quit 
the field, but continued to conduct the desperate encounter with unabated en- 
thusirsm and gallantry. At nine o’clock, an hour after he had received his first 
wound, a second shot passed through his breast, and instantly stretched him 
lifeless on the ground. His body was stripped by the Austrians, who had now 
driven the Prussians from the field, and was thus left exposed until it was re- 
cognized by count Lasei, who had been one of his pupils in the art of war. 
That nobleman immediately gave orders for its interment ; but this having been 
done with little reverence, it was shortly afterwards taken up by the curate of 
Hochkirchen, and again committed to Uie earth, with every mark of decency 
and respect. The remains of the marshal were, by the special orders of the 
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fioally remored to Berlin, and buried there with all the honours which a 
nation and a great monarch could pay to splendid talent an4 great moral 
worth. 

If any thing were wanting to complete the illustrious character of this great 
man, it is to be found in the circumstance of his death having been nearly as 
much lamented by the Austrians, then the enemies of Prussia, as by the Prus* 
sians thenuelves. His humanity was ever on the alert to protect even those 
against whom he fought from any unnecessary violence, and the Austrians had, 
in a thousand instances, been indebted to this ennobling trait in a character 
admirably calculated in all its parts to gain the esteem and admiration of man* 
kind. Marshal Keith died in the sixty-third year of his age. He was never 
married, but to whatever chance this was owing, it does not appear to have pro- 
ceeded from any want of susceptibility, for, while in Paris in 1718, on being 
first urged by some of his friends to offer his services to the court of Spain, 
which he was then informed meditated some designs on Sicily, he says, But 
1 was then too much in love to think of quitting Paris, and, although my friends 
forced me to take some steps towards it, yet 1 managed it so slowly, that 1 set 
out only in the end of that year ; and had not my mistress and 1 quarreled, and 
that other affairs came to concern me more than the conquest of Sicily did, it’s 
probable I had lost many years of my time to very little purpose — so much was 
1 taken up with my passion.” Of the final result of this attachment we are not 
informed ; but it does not appear that he ever formed > another. 

Some years after his death, a monument was erected in the church-yard of 
Hochkirchen to the memory of the marshal, by his relative Sir Hobert Mur- 
ray Keith. It bore the following inscription, composed by the celebrated 
Metastasio : 

Jaoobo Keith, 

Gulielmi Comitis Marescelli Uered. 

Hegni Scotiie, 

Et Marite Drummond, Filio, 

Frederici Boru^rum iiegis 
Summo Exenntus Priefecto ; 

Viro 

Antiquis Moribus et Militari V irtute ciaro, 

Qui. 

Dum in pnelio non procul hinc, 

Inclinatam suorum aciem 
Mente, Maim, Voce, et Exemplo 
Restituebat, 

Pugnans ut Heroas decet, 

Oocubult, 

Anno 1758, Mense Oct. 

The earl Marischal, elder brother of marshal Keith, also deserves some notice 
in the present work, as an enlightened and distinguished man. Attainted for 
his share in the insurrection of 1715, his fate continued for some time identi- 
fied with that of his younger brother; till, in 1750, he was appointed by 
Frederick IT. of Prussia as ambassador extraordinary to the court of France. 
He afterwards served the same sovereign as ambassador to the court of Spain, 
and in this capacity had an opportunity of reconciling himself to his native 
court Having discovered the secret of the family compact, by which the dif- 
ferent princes of the house of Bourbon had bound themselves to assist each other, 
he communicated that iiiiportaot intelligence through Mr Pitt to the Briiisli 
government, to whom it was of the highest importance. The consequenos was 
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a pardon extended by the king to earl Marisdial, and an act of parliament to 
enable him to inherit property in Great Britain. 

After this happy event, he proceeded to London, and was introduced to the 
king (George 11.) who received him very graciously. It afterwards was dis- 
covered that, by this movement, he escaped a very considerable danger, for 
within thirty-six hours of his dep^ure from Madrid, notice was received by that 
court of the communication he had made. The reconciliation of the earl to the 
house of Brunswick appears to have given great offence to the relics of the 
Jacobite party, who, it is needless to mention, still retained all their pristine 
antipathy to that family. Among the papers of bishop Forbes of Leith, is an 
ane^ote to the following effect : ** It had been a constant practice in the parish 
of Langside in Aberdeenshire, to have bonfires, and even to ring the parish 
bell, on the 2nd of April, O.S., the birth-day of earl Marischal. On Thursday, 
the 12th February, being a general fast throughout Scotland, when the bellman 
was ringing the first bell, the news came to Langside, containing the accounts 
of the earl Marischal having taken the oaths at l^ndon ; and at that very in- 
stant, the said bell rent from the top downwards, and then across near the 
mouth, and that soon after the bell had begun to ring. 

**A gentleman/’ cx>ntinues this curious memorial, “ w'alking in his garden, 
about a quarter of a mile from the church of Langside, asked a man passing 
by, what the matter was with the bell, in stopping so suddenly. The answer 
being that she was rent, * Well,’ said the gentleman, * do you know what the bell 
says by that ?~^ven, the deil a cheep mair sail I speak for you, earl Mari- 
schal !’ ” ‘ 

The earl resided in Britain for several years, purchased back some of his 
family property, and intended finally to settle for the remainder of his life in 
Scotland. The king of Prussia, however, pressed him so warmly to return to 
his dominions — saying, in one of his letters, ^Sf 1 had a fleet, 1 would come 
and carry you off by force,” — that he once more became an exile from his na- 
tive land. He spent the rest of his life in Prussia, in the most intimate terms 
of friendship with its extraordinary monarch, and the enjoyment of every plea- 
sure that a cultivated mind and a virtuous course of life can secure for mortals. 
Frederick had discovered that the earl was sincerely attached to his person, and 
he therefore bestowed upon him in return more of his own friendship than w'as 
ever experienced by any other individual. The earl was also the iViend and 
correspondent of Hume, and other literary men of his own country, besides the 
European literati in general. He died at Potsdam, May 28, 1778, in the 8Gth 
year of his age, — two days before Voltaire, who had nearly attained the same 
age, expired at Paris. An Eloge de My-lord Marischal,” by the celebrated 
D’Alembert, was published at Berlin in 1779. 

KEITH, Robert, commonly called bishop Keith, an eminent scholar and anti- 
quary, was born at Uras in Kincardineshire, February 7, 1681. He was named 
Robert after the viscount of Arbuthnot, who had been suckled by his mother. 
His father, Alexander Keith, having died while he was only two yean of age, 
the care of his education devolved upon his mother, a most exemplary woman, 
who spared no pains and no expense within the reach of a very limited income, 
to inculcate those lessons of virtue and religion, and that knowledge of letters 
which afterwards procured her son so much honourable distinction. 

The bishop seems to have entertained, during his whole life, a deep sense of 
the obligations under which he lay to this amiable parent, and to have taken 
great pleasure in expressing it. Though in but indifferent circumstancee in the 

^ The worthy bishop gives this anecdote as one rdatcd at his table by the celebrated Mr 
John Skinner, episcopal minister at Langside. 
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early period of his life, he was yet closely related to one of the most ancient 
and noUe families in the king^dotn, being lineally descended from Alexander, 
the youngest son of William, third earl Marischal. 

When he had attained the age of seren years, his mother remoyed with him 
to Aberdeen, where he obtained the earlier part of his education. In 1703, be 
procured the situation of tutor to the young lord Keith and his brother, and in 
this employment he remained till 1710, when he was admitted to the order of 
deacons in the Scottish episcopal diurch, by Haliburton, (titular) bishop of 
Aberdeen ; and in Noyember following became domestic chaplain to Charles, 
earl of Errol, and his mother, the countess. Two years after, he accompanied 
his lordship to the baths of Aix-]a>>Ghapel]e, and had thus an opportunity of 
visiting some of the most celebrated towns and cities on the continent Leaving 
the earl at Aix-la-Chapelle, he returned to England and landed at Dover, where 
be was compelled to remain for several months, in consequence of a severe illness, 
brought on by exposure during a violent storm which he had encountered in cross- 
ing the channel. On recovering sufficiently to enable him to undergo the fatigue 
of travelling, he set out for Edinburgh, wliere he arrived in February, 1713. 
He was shortly after this invited by a congregation of Scottish episcop^ians in 
that city, to become their minister, and was accordingly raised to the priestliood 
by bishop Haliburton, on the 26th May, in the year just named. His talents 
and learning had already attracted some notice, and had procured for him a 
considerable degree of influence in the church to which he belonged, and of 
which he was always a steady, zealous, hut rational supporter ; for, although 
drmly attached to the faith in which he was educated, he was yet extremely 
liberal and tolerant in his religious sentiments. In June, 1727, he was raised 
to the episcopate, and was consecrated in Edinburgh by bishops Miller, Battray, 
and (xadderar. He was, at the same time, intrusted with the superintendence 
of the district of Caithness, Orkney, and the Isles, and in 1733, was preferred 
to that of Fife. 

For upwards of twenty years after this period, bishop Keith continued to 
exercise his duties in Edinburgh, filling a respectable, if not a dignified place in 
society, and employing his leisure, it would appear, chiefly in the compilation of 
those historical works which have transmitted his name to posterity. In a manu- 
script memoir by Mr Murray of Broughton, secretary to prince Charles Stuart— 
which the present writer has perused — it is clearly signified that, previous to 
the insurrection of 1745, the bishop corresponded on subjects relating to his 
depressed and suflering communion, widi the court of the Pretender, and that 
the latter personage, as the supposed head of a supposed church, gave the cimgi 
d’ elire necessary for the election of individuals to exercise the episcopal office. 

The first historical work published by the bishop, appeared in 1734, in a 
folio form, under the title of a ** History of the Adairs of Church and State in 
Scotland, from the beginning of the Reformation in the reign of James V., to 
the retreat of queen Mary into England.^’ Though tinged here and there with 
high-church prejudices, the original narrative is a useful, and, upon the whole, 
a candid record of a very controverted part of our history ; while the state docu- 
ments quoted in the body of the work and at its close, have proved of incalcula- 
ble service to every later writer upon the same subject. The list of sulMcribers 
prefixed to this work is highly curious, as being an almost complete muster-roll 
of the Jacobite nobility and gentry of the period : among the rest is the famous 
Rob Roy. In 1755, the bishop published his well-known ** Catalogue of Scot- 
tish Bishops,^* which has also been a mine of valuable knowledge to later wriien. 
The l|itter years of this venerable person appear to have been spent at a villa 
called Bonnyhaugb, on the banks of the water of Leith, which belonged to 
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hiinself. Here he died on the 30th of January, 1757, in the serenty-eixth year 
of his agfe. He was buried in the Canongate church-yard, a few feet from the 
wall on the western side, where a plain tomb-stone, inscribed simply with his 
name, has recently been erected. 

Besides his eminent qualifications as an historian and antiquary, the subject 
of this notice possessed those of an acute and pains-taking genealogist, a 
study to which he was probably directed by the high value which he always 
attached to the dignity of his own descent, and which he was at much pains 
to establish. An instance of his tenacity in this particular, and of his pecu- 
liar talent for genealogical research, was exhibited in a dispute into which he 
entered with Mr Keith of Ravelstone, on the subject of the comparative prox- 
imity of their several families to the house of the earls Marischal. 

On that occasion he printed a Vindication of Mr Robert Keith, and of his 
young grand-nephew Alexander Keith, from the unfriendly representation of 
Mr Alexander Keith, jun. of Ravelston/’ In this vindication he not only suc- 
ceeded in establishing his superior claims to the particular honour in dispute, 
but showed that he was also related to the dukes of Douglas and Hamilton. 
His reason for being at so much pains in vindicating the nobility of his descent, 
is thus spoken of in the document above alluded to : ‘‘ For although he him- 
himself, (he speaks in the third person,) now in the close of the seventieth year 
of his age, and having only one daughter, might be pretty indifferent about any 
thing of this nature, yet he suspects his young grand-nephews, (for there are no 
less than three of them, Alexander, Robert, and John,) when they came of age, 
might reproach the memory of their uncle, and justly perhaps, for his not endea- 
vouring to set their birth at right against so flagrant an attack, seeing the one 
was capable, and the others might not have the same means of knowing, or the 
same abilities to perform 

The good bishop seems to have been no hoarder of money, for at his death he 
left only £450, while his colleague and assistant, died worth £3000. 

KENNEDY, James, bishop of St Andrews, was the younger of the two sons 
of James Kennedy of Dunure, and his wife, the countess of Angus, daughter of 
Robert 111. king of Scotland. He was born about the year 1405 or 1406. 
The earlier part of his education he received at home, under the eye of his mo- 
ther, and was afterwards, agreeably to the practice of the times, sent abroad to 
complete it. Being early destined to the church, the only road to preferment at 
that period, and the only profession, besides, worthy his dignified descent, he 
devoted himself to the study particularly of theology and the canon law ; but, be- 
sides his acquirements in these departments of knowledge, he made a singular pro- 
ficiency in the languages and other branches of learning, and was altogether 
looked upon as by far the most accomplished prelate of his day. 

On his entering into holy orders, he was preferred (1437) by his uncle James 
I. to the see of Dunkeld. The good bishop was no sooner installed in his office 
than he set assiduously to work to reform abuses in the church, and to compel 
his vicars and parsons to a faithful discharge of their duties. He enjoined them 
to remain in their parishes, and to instruct their parishioners in the knowledge 
of religion, to preach to them regularly, and to visit, comfort, and encourage the 
sick. He himself visited all the churches within his diocese four times every 
year, preaching in each of them as he went along. On these occasions he never 
failed to inquire of the people if they were duly instructed by their pastors ; 
if they had no complaints against them; whether their poor were properly 
cared for ; and if their youth were brought up in the fear of God. Such were 
the pious labours of this excellent man at the outset of his career, and he never 
deviated from them during the whole of a long and active after-life. Finding 
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his own authority insufficient to enable him to accomplish all the good which he 
was desirous of doing, in reforming the abuses which had crept into the church, 
he went over to Florence to procure additional powers for this purpose from the 
pope, Eugeni us IV. On this occasion his holiness, as a mark of his esteem for 
the worthy prelate, bestowed upon him the commendam of the abbacy of Leone. 

On the death of Wardlaw, bishop of St Andrews, an event which happened on 
6th April, 1440, Kennedy was chosen as his successor in that see ; and to this 
new and more important charge, he brought all that activity and anxiety to do 
good which had distinguished him while he iilled the bishopric of Dunkeld. He 
continued his efibrts to reform the manners and practice of the clergy, and in 
1446, set out on a second journey to Italy,' to consult with and obtain the co-op- 
eration of the pope in his work of reformation^ On this occasion he was accom- 
panied by a train of thirty persons ; for though moderate and temperate in all his 
pursuits and enjoyments, he was yet of an exceedingly liberal and generous dis- 
position, and a scrupulous maintainer of the dignity of the sacred office which 
he held, and he had sufficient penetration to discover how much of this, as of all 
human dignities, depends upon extrinsic aids. His dislike of turbulence and 
anarchy, and his constant efforts to reconcile differences where they existed, and 
to discountenance oppression, and to restrain illegal power, rendered him pecu- 
liarly obnoxious to the house of Douglas, whidi, during the minority of James 
11., had nearly accomplished the total overthrow of the hereditary royalty of 
Scotland. In revenge of the part he took in restraining the power of that 
ambitious family, his lands were plundered by the earl of Crawford and Alexan- 
der Ogilvie of Inveraritie, at the instigation of the earl of Douglas, who had 
farther instructed them to seisse, if possible, the person of the bishop, and to put 
him in irons. This fate he avoided by confining himself to his castle, the only 
mode of resistance which he thought consistent with his sacred character as a 
minister of religion. He was, however, eventually the means of reducing the 
power of the Douglases within limits more consistent with the peace and safety 
of the kingdom. James II., almost driven from his throne by the increasing 
insolence and influence of the chief of that house, went in despair to St Andrews, 
to seek the counsel and advice of its able and amiable bishop. On the prince 
and prelate meeting, the former laid before him the desperate situation to which 
the growing power and daring effrontery of the earl of Douglas had reduced 
him. He informed him that he had learned that Douglas was mustering a large 
army either to dethrone him or drive him from the country ; that he knew no 
means of resisting him, and was utterly at a loss what steps to take in this enier« 
gency. ** Sir,’’ replied the bishop, perceiving that the disconsolate king was 
exhausted with fatigue as well as depressed in spirits, I entreat your grace to 
partake, in the mean time, of some refreshment, and while ye do so, 1 will pass 
into my chamber and pray to God for you and the commonwealth of this realm.’’ 

On retiring, as he had proposed, the good bishop fervently implored the 
interference of the Almighty in behalf of the unhappy prince, who, friendless 
and distracted, had sought his counsel and advice; and when the king had 
finished his repast, he came forth, and taking him by the hand, led him into the 
apartment in which he himself had been praying, and there they both knelt 
down and besought the guidance and assistance of Him who directs all things, — 
a scene than which it would not probably be easy to conceive anything more 
striking or interesting. 

When they had concluded their devotions, the bishop proceeded to point out to 
the king such a mode of procedure as. he deemed the most suitable to the circum- 
stauces. He advised the monarch immediately to issue proclamations, calling 
upon his subjects in the north to muster around his standard, which he afterwards 
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erected at St Andrews, and still more wisely, and as the issue showed, with a still 
better effect, proposed his offering pardon to all who, having previously attached 
themselves to the earl of Douglas, would now abandon his cause, and aid that of 
the king. The consequence was, that James soon found himself at the head of 
forty thousand men. The final muster took place at Stirling, and a battle, which 
was to decide whether a Douglas or a Stuart was to be king of Scotland, appeared 
to be at hand ; for the former with an equal force was at that moment encamped 
on the south side of the Canon. But, while in the very act of advancing with 
his army to encounter the forces of the king, Douglas detected the effects of the 
amnesty proclaimed by Janies by the advice of the bishop of St Andrews. A 
spirit of disaffection and indications of doubt and wavering appeared in his 
ranks. Alanned by these symptoms, be marched his army back to their encamp- 
ment, hoping to restore their confidence in him by the following day, when he 
proposed again to march forth against the enemy. The result, however, was 
directly the reverse of what he had anticipated. The feeling which he expected 
to subdue, in place of subsiding, gained ground ; so that in the morning, there 
were not a hundred men remaining of all Douglas's host. Finding himself 
thus suddenly deserted, the earl instantly iled ; and in this iiiaiiner fell the over- 
grown power of the house of Douglas, — a circumstance mainly, if not entirely 
attributable to the wisdom and energy of the bishop of St Andrews. 

On the death of James II., bishop Kennedy was intrusted with the charge and 
education of his son, afterwards James 111., then about seven years of age. Ills 
known wisdom, prudence, and integrity, pointed him out as the fittest person 
for this important duty, and on the saute ground there was added to it a large 
share in the management of public affairs during the regency of the queen- 
inotber. He had acquired an authority in the kingdom by the mere influence 
of his character, which few had ever attained by adventitious circumstances, and 
which no churchman had at any time before enjoyed ; and he was thus enabled to 
accomplish more amongst a rude and barbarous people, than would have been 
yielded to the mere force of power or rank. The consequence was, that an unusual 
quietness and prosperity pervaded the whole kingdom during his administration. 
He enjoyed the confidence and good-will of all parties, and was no less esteemed 
for his probity, humanity, and wisdom, than admired for the splendour of his 
abilities; and so highly was his character appreciated, and so universal the satisfac- 
tion which his government afforded, that the chief management of public affairs 
was still left in his hands even after the death of the queen-mother, and remained 
with him until his own death, which took place on the 10th of May, 1466, an 
event which was widely and sincerely deplored. 

Bishop Kennedy was not less remarkable for his munificence than for the 
other splendid qualities which composed his character. He founded the college 
at St Andrews, called St Salvator's, in honour of our Saviour, and endowed it 
with a fund for the maintenance of a provost, four regents, and eight poor scho- 
lars, or bursars, at an expense of about ten thousand pounds. He built a ship, 
which was afterwards known by the name of the Bishop’s Barge, at a similar 
cost, and his tomb is said to have been equally expensive with the two former. 
In 1444, he was appointed chancellor of the kingdom, hut this oflice he 
resigned in a few weeks afterwards, because he found it interfered with those 
projects for doing good in his clerical capacity, which he had resolved to follow 
out from the beginning of his career. He was, by his own desire, interred in 
the collegiate church of St Andrews,' where his tomb is still shown, along with 
several silver maces which were fbund in it a few years aga 

KER, John, third duke of Roxburgh, distinguished by his eminent bibliogrci- 
phical knowledge, and his extensive and valuable collection of books, was bom 
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in Hanover Square, London, on the S3d April, 1740. He was the eldest son 
of Robert, the second duke, by Essex Mostyn, daughter of Sir Roger Mostyn, 
of Mostyn, in Kentshire, baronet In 1755, he succeeded his father in the 
diikedoni, to which was attached the British peerage of earl and baron Ker of 
Wakefield ; and he appeais to have soon after proceeded upon his travels on the 
continent It is stated that, while in Germany, he formed an attachment to 
Christiana Sophia Albertina, eldest daughter of the duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelite, and that their nuptials would have taken place, had not her sister 
Charlotte, just at that time, been espoused by the king of Great Britain. Eti* 
quette then interfered, to prevent what would otherwise have been an equal and 
proper match, it being deemed improper that the elder should become the sub* 
ject of the younger sister. Both parties, however, evinced the strength of their 
attachment, by devoting their after-lives to celibacy. It seems to liave been to 
this event that Sir Walter Scott alludes, when he says of the duke ** Youthful 
misfortunes, of a kind against which neither wealth nor rank possess a talisman, 
cast an early shade of gloom over his prospects, and gave to one splendidly 
endowed with the means of enjoying society, that degree of reserved melancholy, 
whit:h prefers retirement to the splendid scenes of gayety.” To whatever extent 
George 111. might be the innocent cause of his grace’s misfortune, it does not 
appear to have, in the least, marred a strong friendship which existed between 
them — “a tie of rare occurreiuie,” Sir Walter Scott justly observes, “ between 
prince and subject.” In 1767, his grace was appointed a lord of the bed-cham« 
her, and next year was invested with the order of the thistle. The former hon- 
our gave him a title to be much about the court ; but he never farther engaged 
himself in a public career. 

The taste which his grace imbibed to so extraordinary an extent for book- 
collecting, is stated by Sir Walter to have originated in an accidental circum- 
stance. ** Lord Oxford and lord Sunderland, both famous collectors of the time, 
dined one day at the house of the second duke of Roxburgh, when their conveiv 
saiion happened to turn upon the editio princeps of Boccaccio, printed at Venice 
ill 1471, and so rare that its very existence was doubted of. The duke was 
himself no collector, but it happened that a copy of this very book had passed 
under his eye, and been oifered to him for sale at a hundred guineas, tJien 
thought an immense price. It was, therefore, with complete assurance that he 
undertook to produce to the connoisseurs a copy of tlie treasure in question, and 
did so at the time appointed, with no small triumph. His son, then marquis of 
Beaumont, never forgot the little scene upon this occasion, and used to ascribe 
to it the strong passion which he ever afterwards felt for rare books and editions, 
and which rendered him one of the most assiduous and judicious collectors that 
ever formed a sumptuous library.” 

There can be no doubt, at the same time, that the duke chanced to possess 
that peneverance of character and genuine literary taste, without which such an 
impulse as this must have been of no avail. ** Sylvan amusements,” says Sir Wal- 
ter, ** occupied the more active part of his time when in Scotland ; and in book- 
collecting, while residing in London, he displayed a degree of patience which bat 
rarely been equalled, and never excelled. It could scarcely be said, whether 
the duke of Roxburgh’s assiduity and eagerness were most remarkable, when he 
lay for hours together, though the snow was falling at the time, beside some 
lovely spring in the Cheviot hills, where he expected the precarious chance of 
shooting a wild goose, when the dawning should break ; or when he toiled for 
hours, nay, for days, collecting and verifying his edition of the Black Acts, or 
Caxton’s Boke of Troy.” 


1 Quiirtcrly Review, xliv, 446. 
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With the exoeplion of sin^larly fortunate adventures in the prociirinsf of old 
books, the duke’s life passed on in an almost unvaried tenor, in the pursuits just 
alluded to. At his seat of Fleurs in Scotland, where he spent but a small por- 
tion of his time, he had a proportionately small library ; but at his house in 
St James's Square, London, where he chiefly resided, he, in time, amassed the 
most valuable private library in the country. In 1796, he was appointed groom 
of the stable, and initiated a privy councillor, and in 1801 was honoured with 
the garter, which he was permitted to bear along with the thistle, a mark of 
honour conferred on no other subject since 1712, when the duke of Hamilton 
had the same distinction from queen Anne.^ For upwards of forty years, he 
continued his book-collecting habits without intermission, being much aided 
during a great part of the time by Mr Nichol, bookseller to the king, whose 
services towards the excellent library collected by George 111., and afterwards 
given by George IV. to the nation, were also very eminent. At length, on the 
19th of March, 1804, the duke died of inflammation in the liver, at his house 
in London, in the G4th year of his age. He was buried at Bowden, near Mel- 
rose. 

His library, at his death, consisted of upwards of ten thousand distinct 
articles, many of them of the greatest rarity and of high value, though it was 
understood that in many cases he had purchased them at comparatively low prices. 
It would be vain to pretend that his grace had made or could make a good use of 
such a vast mass of literjiture, much of it of an obsolete kind ; yet, neither can 
there be any doubt that he read much of what he purchased, and seemed, upon 
the whole, to aim rather at gratifying an innate taste for letters, and a devout 
and worshipful regard for their brightest ornaments, than either for the pride of 
possessing so many curiosities, or the usual antiquarian appreciation of minute 
peculiarities in tlie externe of books. 

Early English literature and the Table Ronde had been the chief objects of 
his researclu Of the former he possessed not only the rarest, but, in point of 
condition, the most beautiful specimens in existence. He idolized the talents of 
Shakspeare and C^ervantes, and collected every thing that could illustrate their 
works. Fifteen different editions of Shakspeare’s complete works, with seventy- 
flve separate plays in different editions, and fourteen distinct works respecting 
this great dramatic author, are to be found in the catalogue. In the poetical 
department of early English literature, he had a great collection ; in Avhich the 
most curious article was a very large assortment of ancient ballads and fugitive 
pieces of poetry in three volumes folio, which had been first formed for the 
library of the earl of Oxford, afterwards enlarged by major Pearson and Mr Isaac 
Keid, then increased to a great extent by the duke himself, and which brought, 
at the sale, no less than four hundred and seventy-seven pounds, fifteen shillings. 
The duke had also collected many ancient manuscripts, some of them splendidly 
illuminated ; and it is mentioned, that he read these with great facility, as was 
testified by various remarks which he wrote upon them with his own hand. 
He had the largest and finest collection of the books printed by Caxton, in 
England. At his death he was in full pursuit of the English dramatic authors ; 
and when the large collection he possessed is taken into account, along with the 
comparative briefness of the time during which he had directed his attention 
this way, his industry seems prodigious. He had an uncommon quantity of 
books and tracts relative to criminals, detections of witches, and other impostors. 
Mr Nichol, in the preface to the catalogue, says, • ** he had a particular pleasure 

• No man could have borne these honours with more grace than the duke of Roxburgh, 

whose “ lofty presence and felicitous address,** according to Sir Walter Scott, “ recalled the 
ideas of a court in which lord Chesterfleld might have acted as master of the ceremonit'S.** 
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in exercising; those discriminating; powers which he so eminently possessed, in 
tracing out the images by which the perverted ingenuity of the human mind 
often attempts to impose upon the credulity of its fellow creatures.” 

This splendid library was, after a long and distressing delay from litigation, 
brought to sale, in May, 1812 ; an event which may be said to have created 
more sensation than any other connected with literature during the present 
century — the disclosure of the Waverley secret alone excepted. Mr Dibdin, in 
his Bibliographical Decameron, has given an account of the proceedings, under 
the metaphorical semblance of a battle among the bibliomaniacs. He calls it 
iHE Roxburgh fight ; and to this record we must be indebted for the account of 
.a transaction which it would be improper to overlook in this memoir. 

‘‘ It would seem,” says this facetious writer, ** as if the year of our Lord 
1811, was destined, in the annals of the book auctions, to be calm and quiescent, 
as a prelude and contrast to the tremendous explosion or contest which, in the 
succeeding year, was to rend asunder the bibliomaniacal elements. It is well 
known that Mr George Nichol had long prepared the catalogue of that extraor- 
dinary collection ; and a sort of avant-courier or picquet guard preceded the 
inarch of the whole army, in the shape of a preface, privately circulated among 
the friends of the author. The publication of a certain work, ycleped the 
Bibliomania, had also probably stirred up the metal and hardened the sinews of 
the contending book-knights. At length the hour of battle arrived. * * * 

For tvbo^and- forty successive days — with the exception only of Sundays — was 
the voice and hammer of Mr Evans heard, with equal efficacy, in the dining- 
room of the late duke, which had been appropriated to the vendition of the 
books ; and within that same space (some thirty-five feet by twenty,) were such 
deeds of valour performed, and such feats of book-heroism achieved, as had 
never been previously beheld : and of which the like will probably never be 
seen again. The shouts of the victors and the groans of the vanquished, stunned 
and appalled you as you entered. The throng and press, both of idle spectators 
and determined bidders, was unprecedented. A sprinkling of Caxtons and De 
Wordes marked the first day ; and these were obtained at high, but compara- 
tively with the subsequent sums given, moderate prices. Theology, jurispru^ 
dence, philosophy, and philology, chiefly marked the earlier days of this tre- 
mendous contest : and occasionally, during these days, there was much stirring 
up of courage, and many hard and heavy blows were interchanged ; and the 
combatants may be said to have completely wallowed themselves in the conflict ! 
At length came poetry, Latin, Italian, and French ; a steady fight yet continued 
to be fought : victory seemed to hang in doubtful scales — sometimes on the one, 
sometimes on the other side of Mr Evans — who preserved throughout, (as it was 
his bounden duty to preserve,) a uniform, impartial, and steady course ; and who 
may be said, on that occasion, if not to have * rode the whirlwind,’ at least to 
have * directed the storm.’ At length came English poetry ! ! and with that 
came the tug and trial of war : Greek met Greek : in other words, grandee was 
opposed to grandee ; and the indomitable Atticus was compelled to retire, stunned 
by the repeated blows upon his helmet. The lance dropped from his hand, and 
a swimming darkness occasionally skimmed his view — for on that day, the 
Waterloo among book-battles, many a knight came far and wide from his retire- 
ment, and many an unfledged combatant left his father’s castle to partake of the 
glory of such a contesL Among these knights from a ‘ far countree’ no one 
shot his arrows with a more deadly effect than Astiachus ! But it was reserved 
for Romulus to reap the greatest victories in that poetic contest ! He fought with 
a choice body-guard ; and the combatants seemed amazed at the perseveram^ 
and energy with which that body-guard dealt their death-blows around them ! 
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“ Dramatic Poetry followed ; what might be styled rare and early piecjes con- 
nected with our ancient poetry ; but the combat now took a more tranquil turn : 
as after * a smart brush ’ for an early Shakspeare or two, Atticus and Corio- 
lanus, with a few well known dramatic aspirants, obtained almost unmolested 
possession of the held. 

At this period,., to keep up our important metaphor, the great Roxburgh 
day of battle had l^en somewhere half gone through, or decided. There was 
no disposition, however, on either side to relax from former efforts ; when (pre- 
pare for something terrific !) the Romances made their appearance ; and just at 
this crisis it was that more blood was spilt, and more ferocity exhibited, than had 
ever been previously witnessed.” 

We interrupt Mr Dibdin to mention, that the great blow of the day was 
struck for that volume which has been already alluded to, as purchased by the 
duke’s father for a hundred guineas, — a volume of singular value, which Mr 
Nichol very properly intitles the must notorious in existence — the Decameron of 
Boccaccio, printed (folio) by Christopher Valdarfer at Venice in 1471, and 
supposed to be quite unique. Mr Nichol, in his avant-courier of a preface,'’ 
thus writes Mr Dibdin in a note, had not a little provoked the bibliomaniacal 
appetites of his readers : telling them that ' in the class of Italian poets and 
novelists was the first edition of 11 Decamerone di Boccaccio, 1471. This was 
certainly one of the scarcest, if not the very scarcest book, that existed. It has 
now for upwards of 300 years preserved its uniquity, if that term be allowa- 
ble.’ It was also previously known that this very book bad been a sort of bone 
of contention among the collectors in the reign of the two first Georges. Ijord 
Sunderland had seen it, and lord Oxford had cast a longing eye tliereupon ; but 
it was reserved for an ancestor of the duke of Roxburgh to secure it — for the 
gallant price of 100 guineas! This purchase took place before the year 1740. 
^ ^ 1 have a perfect recollection of this notorious volume, while in the lib- 

rary of the late duke. It had a faded yellow morocco binding, apd was a sound 
rather than a fine copy. The expectations formed of the probable price for 
which it would be sold were excessive ; yet not so excessive as the price itself 
turned out to be. The marked champions were pretty well known bel'orehand 
to be the earl Spencer, the marquis of Blandford (now duke of Marlborough), 
and the duke of Devonshire. Such a rencontre, such a * shock of fight,’ 
naturally begot uncommon curiosity. My friends, Sir Egerton Bridges, Mr Lang, 
and Mr (L 11. Freeling, did me the kindness to breakfast with me on the morn- 
ing of the sale — and upon the conclusion of the repast. Sir Egerton’s carriage 
conveyed us from Kensington to St James’s Square. 

The morning lowered 

And heavily with clouds came on the day — 

Big with the fate of . . . and of . . • . 

In fact the rain fell in torrents, as we lighted from the carriage and rushed with 
a sort of impetuosity to gain seats to view thd^ contest. The room was crowded 
to excess ; and a sudden darkness which came across gave rather an additional 
interest to the scene. At length the moment of sale arrived. Evans prefaced 
the putting up of the article by an appropriate oration, in which he expatiated 
upon its excessive rarity, and concluded by informing the company of the re- 
gret and even 'anguish of heart’ expressed by Mr Van Fraet [librarian to the 
emperor Napoleon] that such a treasure was not to be found in the imperial col- 
lection at Paris. Silence followed the address of Mr Evans. On his right baud, 
leaning against the wall, stood earl Spencer : a little lower down, and standing 
at right angles with bis lordship, appeared the marquis of Blandford. l>ord Al- 
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thorp stood a liltle backwai-d to the right of his father, earl Spencer. Such was 
* the ground taken up ’ by the adverse hosts. The honour of firing the first 
shot was due to a gentleman of Shropshire, unused to this species of warfare, 

r, >'d who seemed to recoil from the reverberation of the report himself had 
made ! — * One hundred guineas,’ he exclaimed* Again a pause ensued ; but 

ai. on the biddings rose rapidly to 500 guineas. Hitherto however, it was evi- 
dent that the firing was but masked and desultory. At length all random shots 
ceased ; and the champions before named stood gallantly up to each other, re- 
solving not to flinch from a trial of their respective strengths. 

“ ‘ A thomand guineas ’ were bid by earl Spencer — to which the marquis added 
‘ tenJ* You might have heard a pin drop. All eyes were turned — all breathing 
well nigh stopped — every sword was put home within its scabbard — and not a 
piece of steel was seen to move or to glitter, except that wliich each of these 
champions brandished in his valorous hand. See, see ! — they parry, they lunge, 
they bet : yet their strength is undiminished, and no thought of yielding is en- 
tertained by either. Two thousand pounds are offered by the marquis. Then 
it was that earl Spencer, as a prudent general, began to think of a useless ef- 
fusion of blood and expenditure < of 'ammunitioil — seeing that his adversary was 
as resolute and * fresh ’ ns at the onset. For a quarter of a minute he paused : 
when my lord Althorp advanced one step forward,' as if to supply liis father with 
another spear for the purpose of renewing the contest.. His countenance was 
m Ked by a fixed determination to gain the prize — if prudence, in ito mosi 
commanding form, and with a frown of unusual intensity of expression, had 
not Dade ;;^iin <lesist. The father and son for a few seconds convet'sci apart ; and 
the biddings are resumed. * Two thousand two hundred ajid fifty pounds* said 
lord Spencer ! The spectators were now absolutely electrified, i'he marquis 
quietly adds his usual * fen,’ * * and there is an end of the contest. Mr 

Evans, ere his hammer fell made a due pause — and indeed,* as if by something 
preternatural, the ebony instrument itself seemed to be charmed or suspended 
‘ ill the mid air.’ However, at length, down dropped the hammer. » # • 

The spectators,’’ continues Mr Dibdiii in^ his ' text, ' ^ stood aghast ! and the 
sound of Mr Evans’ prostrate sceptre of dominion reached, and resounded from, 
the utmost shores of Italy. The echo of that fallen hammer was heard in^ the 
libraries of Rome, of Milan, and St Mark. Boccaccio himself started from his 
slumber of some five hundred years ; and Mr Van Brae t rushed, but rushed in vain, 
amidst the royal book-treasures at Paris to see if a copy of the said Valdarfer 
Boccaccio could there be found! The price electrified the bystanders, and as- 
tounded the public ! ^ 

‘‘ What boots it to recount minutely the various achievements which marked 
the conclusion of the Roxburgh contest, or to describe in the manner of 
Sterne, the melancholy devastations which followed that deathless day P I'lie 
battle languished towards its termination [rather, we suspect, from a fiiilure of 
ammunition than of valour or spirit on the part of the combatants] ; but notwith- 
standing, there was oftentimes a disposition manifested to resume the glories of 
the earlier part of the day — and to shaw that the spirit of bibliomania was not 
made of poor and perishable stufil Illustrious be the names of the book- 
heroes, who both conquered and fell during the tremendous conflict just de- 

’ The marquis’s triumph was marked by a plaudit of hands, and presently after he offered 
his hand to lord Spencer, saying, ** We are good friends slili !” His lordship replied, ** Pev- 
fectly, indeed I am obliged to you.” ** So am 1 to you,” said the marquis ; the obligation 
is mutual.” He declared that it was his intention to have gone as far as £6000. The noble 
marquis had previously possessed a copy of the same edition, wanting five leaves*, ** for which 
five leaves,” lord S. remarked, “ he might be said to have given £2600.” 
ui. 2 R 
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scribed! And let it be said, Uiat John duke of Roxburgh both deserved well of 
his country and the book cause.” 

Mr Dibdin gives many other instructive particulars respecting this sale. He 
mentions that the duke's library occupied a range of apartments in the second 
floor of his house ; and in a room adjoining, and into which the library opened, 

slept and died ” the illustrious collector himself. All his migrations,’’ says 
Mr Dibdin, “ were confined to these two rooms. When Mr Nicliol showed me 
die vei*y bed upon which this biblioimmiacal duke had expired, 1 felt — as I trust 
1 ought to liave felt, upon the occasion I” He also informs us that a gentleman 
who bought many articles was generally understood to be an agent of the em- 
peror Napoleon, but at last turned out to have been a secret emissary of the 
duke of Devonshire. A letter which he received from Sir Walter Scott on the 
occasion of this sale, is too characteristic to be omitted. “ The Roxburgh sale,” 
says the author of Marniion, ** sets iny teeth on edge. But if 1 can trust mine 
eyes, there are now twelve masons at work on a cottage and offices at this little 
farm, which 1 purchased last year. Item, 1 have planted thirty acres, and am 
in the act of walling a garden. Item, I have a wife and four bairns crying, 
as our old song has it, * porridge ever mair.’ So, on the whole, my teeth must 
get ofl*the edge, as those of the fox with the grapes in the fable. Abbotsford, 
by Melrose, 3rd May, 1812.” 

It would be improper, in a memoir of the duke of Roxburgh, to omit a circum- 
stance so honourable to his name as the formation of the society called the Rox- 
burgh.” ** The number of noblemen and gentlemen,” says Sir Walter Scott, ^ 
** distinguished by their taste for this species of literature, who assembled there 
[at the sale] from day to day, and lamented or boasted the event of the compe- 
tition, was unexampled ; and in short the concourse of attendants terminated in 
the formation of a society of about thirty ainateui’s, having the learned and ami- 
able earl Spencer at their head, who agreed to constitute a club, which should 
have for its object of union the common love of rare and curious volumes, and 
should be distinguished by the name of that nobleman, at the dispersion of whose 
library the proposal had taken its rise, and who had been personally known to 
most of the members. We are not sure whether the publication of rare tracts 
was an original object of their friendly re-UFiion, or, if it was not, how and when 
it came to be engrafted thereupon. Early, however, after the formation of the 
Roxburgh Club, it became one of its rules, that each member should present 
the society, at such time as he might And most convenient, with an edition of a 
curious manuscript, or the reprint of some ancient tract, the selection being left 
at the pleasure of the individual himself. I'hese books were to be printed in a 
handsome manner, and uniformly, and were to be distributed among the gen- 
tlemen of the club, # Under this system, the Roxburgh Club has 

proceeded and flourished for many years, and produced upwards of forty re- 
prints of scarce and curious tracts, among which many are highly interesting, not 
only from their value, but also their intrinsic merit.” 

It remains only to be added, that this ossoination has been the model of 
several others in different parts of the world. We are aware, at least, of La So- 
ciete des Biblioglyphes in Paris, and the Bannatyne, Maitland, and Abbotsford 
Clubs in our own country. Such institutions show that a taste for literary an- 
tiquities is extending amongst us ; yet it must also be stated, that the desire of 
forming libraries such as that of the duke of Roxburgh is much on the decline, 
and that if his grace's stock had been brought to the hammer in our own day, 
it would have neither created the sensation which it did create, nor brought such 
“ astounding” prices. 


Quarterly Review, xUv. 447. 
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KER, Robert, earl of Ancrum, a nobleman of literary accomplishment, and 
the direct ancestor of the present noble family of Lothian, was descended from 
a third son of Sir Andrew Ker of Ferniehurst, and entered public life as laird of 
Ancriim in Roxburghshire. He w«ns born about the year 1578, and succeeded 
to the family estate in 1590, on the death of his father, who was assassinated by 
his kinsman, Robert Ker, younger of Cessford. He was cousin to the famous, 
or rather infamous Robert Ker, the favourite of James VI., and who was raised 
by that prince to the title of earl of Somerset. The subject of this memoir 
appears to have also been honoured, at an early period of liie, with court favour. 
Soon after the king’s accession to the English throne, he is observed to occupy 
a considerable station in the household of prince Henry, which was, perhajis, 
more splendid, and consisted of more persons than the present royal household. 
He afterwards was employed about the person of prince Charles, who became 
his patron through jlite. By the mediation of this prince, a match was ejected 
between Sir Robert and the lady Anne Stanley, daughter of the earl of Derby. 

In 1620, Sir Robert was involved in a fatal quarrel by a young man named 
Charles Maxwell, who insulted him, without the least provocation, as he was 
entering the palace at Newmarket In a duel, which followed. Sir Robert 
killed his antagonist ; and, although the friends of the deceased are said to have 
acquitted him of all blame, so strict were the rules establislied by the king for 
the prevention and punishment of duels, that he was obliged to fly to Holland, 
where he remained about a year. During his exile, he employed himself in the 
collection of pictures, for which, like his royal master, he had a good taste : 
those which he brought with him on his return, were eventually presented to 
the prince. 1 le was also distinguished by his literary taste. In Drummond’s 
works there lire a letter and sonnet which be addressed, in 1624, to thnt poet, 
and which breathe an amiable and contemplative spirit. The latter is as 
follows : 


A SONNET IN PRAISE OF A SOLITARY LIFE. 

SwRET solitary life ! lovely, dumb joy, 

That necd^st no warnings how to grow more wise 
Ry other men’s mishaps, nor tlie annoy 

Which from sore wrongs done to one’s self doUi rise. 

Tho morning’s second mansion, truth’s hrsi friend. 

Never acquainted with the world’s vain broils. 

Where the whole day to our own use we spend, 

And our dear time no fierce ambition spoils. 

Most ha|)py state, that never takest revenge 
For injuries received, nor dost fear 
The court’s great earthquake, the grieved truth of change, 
Nor none of falsehood’s savoury lies dost hear; 

Nor knows hope’s sweet disease that charms our sense, 
Nor its sad cure — dear-bought experience ! 

H. K. A. 


On the accession of Cliarles to the throne, in 1625, Sir Robert Ker was one 
of the friends who experienced his favour. He w'as in that year constituted a 
gentleman of the bed-chamber, and in June, 1633, when the king was in Scot- 
land at his coronation, he was elevated to the peerage, under the title of earl 
of Ancrum. Previous to this period, his son William, by his first wife Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Sir John Murray of Blackbarony, had married his relative, 
Anne, countess of Lothian in her own right, and iiad been, by the king, en* 
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dowed uitli a full participation of that title. It was therefore arranged, in tho 
patent granted to the subject of tliis memoir, that his own title should descend 
to the children of his second marriage. He thus enjoyed the singular honour 
of being father of two peers. 

Unlike many other persons who owed every thing to this prince, the earl of 
Ancruiu continued his steady adherent during the whole of his troubles ; though 
he was unable to prevent his eldest son, the earl of Lothian, from acting one of 
the most conspicuous parts on the opposite side. On the death of Charles, his 
lordship took refuge in Holland, where he spent the remainder of his days in 
solitary adiictions and poverty, and died in 1(154, in the seventy-sixth year of 
his age. His title Avas inherited by his son Charles, but ultimately merged in 
that of Lothian. In I’ark^s edition of Walpole‘’s Royal and Noble Authors, there 
is a beautiful portrait of his lordship, assigning him a thoughtful and strongly- 
marked countenance, and apparently done in old age. 

KKRK, Robkut, a iiiisceilaneous writer, Avas born in the year 1755.* He 
was the son of Mr James Kerr of Bughtridge, jeweller in Kdinburgh, convener 
of the trades and M.l\ for the city, Avhich honours ho held at the same time, *^ 
by Elizabeth, daughter of lord Charles Kerr, second son of Robert, first marquis 
of Lothian. Mr Kerr Avas educated at the High school and university of Edin- 
burgh ; and having qualified himself to act as a surgeon, entered into business as 
partner Avith an aged practitioner named Wardrope, Avhose daughter he subsequent- 
ly married. He had the misfortune to be very lame in one of his limbs, aaIucIi 
caused him to sink greatly to one side in Avalking. His first literary effort Avns a 
translation of Lavoisier's Elements of Chemistry, published in 17B9,in Avliich year 
he also gave to the world a version of Berthollet’s Essay on the Netv Method of 
Bleaching by means of Muriatic Acid and Oxygon. The ajiprobation AAitli Avhich 
these publications Avero received, induced him to commence a translation of 
Linnmus's Zoological System ; Iavo volumes of Avhich were published, (4lo) in 
1792, but Avhich did not meet Avith so much success as to tempt him to proceed 
with the rest. Having failed with the dry classifications of the Swedish philo- 
sopher, he commenced a translation of the more popular Avork of Buffon on Ovi- 
parous Quadrupeds and Serpents, the first volume of Avhich appeared in 1793, 
and the fourth and last in 1 800. The execution of these translations Avas high- 
ly extolled in the revicAAS of the time, and reused Mr Kerr to be respectfully 
knoAvn in the Avorld of letters. 

The political predilections of this gentleman being decidedly Avhiggish, he 
published in 1794, a pamphlet, entitled “ A Vindication of the briends of Free- 
dom from the aspersion of Disloyalty being designed, as its name imports, to 
prove that the liberality of his jjarty Avas not inconsistent Avith a steady atlach- 

I The exact place of his birth is not known; but it avus a mansion in Roxburghshire, near 
the Cheviot hills, Avliero his mother luippened to be on a visit ut the tiinu. Tho usual resi- 
dence of his parents was in Edinburgh. 

5* An inliinale friend of Mr Robert Kerr^suppliesTus with the folloAving information re- 
specting his father ; — 

“ Mr James Kerr was the son of a jeweller in the Parliament Square, Edinburgh, wliose 
shop was attached to the walls of the old cnthednil of St Giles ; the first on the right liand in 
going into the square. The house occupied by tin's person Anas a mere cellar under the shop, 
and partly projecting below tiie adjacent pavement, from which its sole liglU was derived by 
means of a grating. In consequence of the family, whicli was very numei'ous, being brought 
up in this iiiiseranlc and unhealthy hovel, theyall died in infancy, except the father of the au- 
thor, whose life was saved by his being removed to more roomy accommodations on the oppo- 
site side of the square. Mr James Kerr was tlie last citizen who had the honour to represent 
the city in parliament. It may be mentioned that he was one of the jury on the famous trial 
of Carnegie of Einhaven, for the murder of the earl of Strathmore in 1728 ,Avhen, through the 
persuasive eloquence of the first lord president Dundas, then at tlic bar, and counsel for the 
prisoner, the jury recognized the liberty of Scotland, by resuming the right to judge not only 
ol* the naked fact, but of the fact luid Uie law winjunclivcly.” 



KIRKAI^DY. 


317 


tnent to llie existing monarchical form of government The prevailing tone of 
his mind was political, and he used to argue on topics which interested him with 
great ardour and even enthusiasm, insomuch that he often appeared suiferiiig 
from passion when he was not. 

In the year 1794, Mr Kerr was induced to embark his fortune, which was 
not inconsiderable, in the purchase and management of a paper-mill at Ay ton 
in Berwickshire. The speculation, after a trial of several years, turned out un- 
fortunately, and reduced him in the latter part of life to circumstances very in- 
consistent with his .merits, cither as a man or as an author. These circum- 
stances, however, renewed his exertions in literature, after they had been long 
intermitted. In 1809, he published a General View of the Agriculture of Ber- 
wickshire, and in 1811, Memoirs of Mr William Sniellie, and a History of Scot- 
land during the reign of llobert Bruce, both of which last were in two volumes oc- 
tavo. About the same time, he conducted through the press, for Mr Black- 
wood, a (general Collection of Voyages and Travels, in eighteen volumes octavo. 
The memoirs of Mr Sniellie, though disproportioned to the suliject, contain much 
valuable literary anecdote. Mr Kerr’s last work was a translation of Cuvier’s 
Kssny on the Theory of the Earth, which was published in 1815 (after his death), 
with an introduction and notes by professor Jamieson. The event just alluded 
to took place on the 11th of October, 1813, when he was about fifty-eight years 
of age. He left one son, a captain in the navy, and two daughters, both of whom 
were married. 

Mr Kerr was a kind and warm-hearted man, liberal and honourable in bis 
dealings, possessed of extensive information, and in every respect an ornament 
to society. 

KIIIKALDY, William, one of the earliest converts to the protestant faith in 
Scotland, and a brave and accomplislicc* man, was the eldest son of Sir Janies 
Kirknldy of Grange, high treasurer to Jnnes V. of Scotland.^ Of the period of 
his birth and the method of his education we have been unable to discover any 
satisfactory information ; but like the greater number of tho Scottish barons at 
that time, he seems to have chosen, or to have been devoted by his parents, to 
the profession of arms. At the death of James, his father seems to have lost his 
situation in the government ; yet with a view of procuring that nobleman’s assis- 
tance to the cause of protestantisin, he was one of the most active assistants in 
raising Arran to the regency ; but in the hope he had formed, he was to a con- 
siderable extent disappointed. 

Young Grange, as well as his father, had embraced the principles of the Befor- 
mation ; and his first appearance in the historic page is as one of the conspira- 
tors against the persecutor, c^ardiiial David Beaton. The circumstances of this 
renowned conspiracy are well known to the readers of history, and have already 
been commemorated in these pages. The conspirators, who, fur some time after 
they liad performed their zealous act in the cause of their creed, are said to have 
spent the period of tlieir dangerous residence in the castle of St Andrews in riot 
and debauchery, surrendered tliemselves after a siege to a French force in the 
end of July or tho heginiiing of August, 1546. It was stipulated that the lives 
of all that were in the castle should be spared ; that they should be transported 
to h ranee, whence, if they did not choose to continue in that country, they were 
to be transported to whatever other country they chose, Scotland excepted. 
The victors, however, did not find it necessary or convenient to attend to the 
terms of the stipulation ; the greater part of the garrison were sent to the gal- 

I The facts in this article are in general taken from the memoir of Kirkiildy of Grange by 
Mr Graham Dalziel, a gentleman who has been so minute in his investigations that it would 
be difficult to find a tact of importance omitted by him. 
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leys, and the leaders immured in different dungeons. Norman Leslie^ Peter 
Carmichael, and the Ihbject of this memoir, were imprisoned in Mount St 
Michael, where they lay a considerable time. From this place they wrote a let- 
ter to John Knox, who was in the galleys, asking the somewhat superfluous ques- 
tion whether they might not with a good conscience break their prison. To thif 
Knox naturally answered in the afiirmative, with the proviso, that they were not 
morally entitled to shed blood in the attempt 

Embracing the opportunity of a festival night, when the garrison were intoxi- 
cated, they bound every man in the castle, locked the doors, and departed, hav- 
ing, it is said, strictly adhered to the humane recommendation of Knox. The 
two Leslies c»me to Hohan, and speedily escaped ; but Kirkaldy and Peter Car- 
michael, disguised as beggars, wandered through the country for upwards of a 
quarter of a year ; at the termination of which period they got on board a French 
ship, which landed them in the west of Scotland, whence they found their way 
into England. 

Kirkaldy appears to have spent a considerable portion of the ensuing period 
of his life in France, where he entered the army, and was distinguished as a 
brave and skilful soldier in the wars between the French king and the emperor 
Charles V. Sir James Melville informs us, that in these wars he commanded a 
hundred light horsemen ; and for his useful services, received the commendation 
of the duke of Vendome, the prince of Conde, and the duke of Aumale. Henry 
11., he adds, used to point him out and say, Yonder is one of the most 
valiant men of our age.'* Henry indeed seems to have used him with the most 
endearing familiarity, and in all the pastimes which he attended, is said to have 
chosen Grange as a supporter of his own side, in their mimic battles ; while, 
according to the same writer, who is always circumstantial in recording the honours 
paid to a Scotsman, the great constable of France would never speak to him 
uncovered. We are not aware of the exact date of his return to Scotland, but 
we And him in that country in the year 1 559. 

During the border wars of this period, an incident occurred peculiarly char- 
acteristic of the chivalrous temper of Kirkaldy, which is otherwise remarkable as 
being the latest ** passage of arms ^ which has been handed down to us, de- 
scribed with all the minute ** pomp and circumstance ” of Froissart. Lindsay of 
Pitscottie, who describes the circumstance, tells us, that lord Evers’s brother de- 
sired to fight with Kirkaldy ane singular combatt upone horseback with 
speares.” Sir William was ** very weill content” with such a species of amuse- 
ment, and consented to meet the challenger on any spot he might prefer. The 
lord Everses brother was attended by the governor of Berwick and his whole gar- 
rison, while Kirkaldy was waited on by ** Monseor Doswell (Mons. d’ Oswell ?), 
the king of France lieftennent,” with the garrison of Heymouth, and other Scot- 
tish gentlemen. In bringing the opposing armies so near each other, and 
within view of example so seducing, it was necessary to ** deceme under paine 
of treasoun, that no man should come near the cliampiones, be the space of ane 
flight shot.” Each of the champions had a squire to bear his spear, there were 
two trumpeters to sound the charge, and after the most approved method, two 
lords were appointed as judges of the field, “ to sie the matter finished.” “ And 
when all things war put to ordour, and the championes horsed, and their speirs 
in their hands, then the trumpeters sounded, and the heralds cryed, and the judges 
let them go, and they ran together very furiously on both sides, bot the laird 
of Grange ran his adversar, the Inglisman, throw his shoulder blaid, and off his 
hors, and was woundit deadlie, and in perill of his lyfT ; but quhidder he died 
or lived I cannot tell,^ bot the laird of Grange wan the Victoria that day.” 

* Lindsay of Pitscxiltie} li • 524. 
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Kirkaldy became after tlue incident actively engaged in the cauie of the Be« 
fomiation. When the French troope arrived to subdue Scotland, and by means 
of the popish faction reduce it to a province of France, no man stood firmer to 
the interests of his country, and in the first encounter he is said to have slain 
the first man with his own hand. To the French, who were aware of his 
bravery and military skill, he was particularly obnoxious, and in one of their 
inroads through Fife they razed his house of Grange to the foundation. Natu* 
rally exasperated at such an act, Kirkaldy sent a defiance to the French com^ 
mander; reproached him for his barbarity, and reminded him of the many 
h'renchmen whom he had saved when engaged in quarrels not his own. The 
commander, less chivalrous than Grange, paid no regard to the communication ; 
and the latter took vengeance by waylaying a party of marauders, and cutting 
them off to a man. During this invasion of Fife by the French, he had 
a mere handful of men, and these were hut poorly provided, yet he retarded the 
powerful and well-appointed troops of France at every village and at every 
field, disputing as it were, every inch of ground, and making them purchase at 
a ruinous price every advantage. 

In common with all the wise and good among his countrymen, Kirkaldy was 
convinced of the danger of. the French alliance, and of the far superior advan- 
tages which might be derived from a connexion with England, which by a bar- 
barous and ignorant policy had been always overlooked or despised, and he 
contributed materially to the formation of that friendship which subsisted be- 
tween the ministers of Elizabeth and the Scottish reformers, without which, it 
may be doubted if the reformation of that country could have been effected. In 
the contests that arose between Mary and her subjects, while it must be admitted 
that his corre8pondenc.e with the English was clandestine, contrary to the law, 
and not perhaps dictated by motives quite purely patriotic, he steadily adhered 
to the popular cause. Kirkaldy was among the number of the adherents of 
Moray, who on the temporary success of the queen, were compelled in 1565, 
to take refuge or ** banish themselves ’’ in England, and the criminal record 
shows us some instances of barbarous punishment denounced on those who had in- 
tercourse with them, as intercomiuuning with rebels.” ^ 

When after her unhappy marriage and flight to Dunbar, she returned with 
an army to meet the lords who had entered into a confederation for the preser- 
vation of the prince. Grange was one of the most active and influential among 
them, having the command of two hundred horse, with which he intended at 
Carberry hill, by a stratagem, to have seized upon the earl of Bothwell, which 
he hoped would have been the means of putting an end to the contest between 
tlie queen and her subjects. The queen, however, who highly respected him, 
perceiving the approach of the troop, and understanding that he was their 
leader, requested to speak with him, whidi prevented the attempt being made. 
While he was in this conference with the queen, Bothwell called forth a soldier 
to shoot him, who was in the very act of taking aim, when the queen perceiving 
him, gave a sudden scream, and exclaimed to Bothwell, that he surely would 
not disgrace her so far as to murder a man who stood under her protection. 
With tliat frank honesty which was natural to him, Kirkaldy told her that it 
was of absolute necessity, if she ever expected to enjoy the services and the con- 
fidence of her subjects, that she should abandon Bothwell, who was the murderer 
of her husband, and who could never be a husband to her, having been so 
lately married to the sister of the earl of Huntly. Bothwell, who stood near 
enough to overhear part of this colloquy, offered to vindicate himself by single 
eombat, from the charge of any one who should accuse him of murdering the 
* Pitcairn’s Crim. Trials, i. (p. i.) 466, 478. 
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king;; Grange told him he should have a speedy aiy wer ; and returning to the 
lords, found little diilicu]jty in persuading them of the propriety of his accepting 
the cliallenge, which he did without hesitation. Both well, however, thought it 
prudent to decline, on the plea that Kirkaldy being only a baron, was not his 
equal. To the laird of Tullibardine he objected on the same ground. The 
lord Lindsay then came forward, whom he could not refuse on the score of in- 
equality ; but he fiiutlly declined to engage. The queen then sent again for 
Grange, and proposed surrendering herself to the lords. Both well, in the mean 
time, made his escape. The queen holding out her hand, Kirkaldy kissed it, 
and taking her horse by the bridle turned him about, and led her down the hill. 
This was almost the full measure of Mary’s humiliation, which was accomplished 
by her entry into Edinburgh amidst the execrations of the rabble. The lords, 
(particularly Kirkaldy) were still willing to treat her with kindness, if she could 
have been prevailed on to abandon Bothwell. The same night, however, she 
wrote a letter to him, calling him ** her dear heart, whom she should never for- 
get nor abandon, though she was under the necessity of being absent from him 
for a time adding, that she had sent him away only for his own safety, and 
willing him to be comforted, and to be watchful and take care of himself. This 
letter falling into the hands of the lords, convinced, them that her passion for 
Bothwell was incurable ; and they determined to secure her in Lochleven. 
Grange alone wished to excuse her, and hoped that gentle usage might yet re- 
claim her ; but they showed him her letter to Bothwell which had fallen into 
their hands, which left him no room to speak more on her behalf. The queen, 
in the mean time, sent him a letter, lamenting her hard usage, and complaining 
of broken promises. He wrote to her in return, stating what he had already at- 
tempted in her behalf, and how his mouth had been stopped by her letter to Both- 
well ; marvelling that her majesty considered not that the said carl could 
never be her lawful husband, being so lately before married to another, 
whom he had deserted without any just ground, even though he had not been 
so hated for the murder of the king her husband. He therefore requested her 
to dismiss him entirely from her mind, seeing otherwise that she could never 
obtain the love or respect of her subjects, nor have that obedience paid her which 
otherwise she might expect^’ 

His letter contained many other loving and humble admonitions which made 
her bitterly to weep. Eager to free the queen and the nation of Bothwell, 
Grange most willingly accepted tiie command of two small vessels that had been 
fitted up from Morton’s private purse (for Bothwell had not left a sufficient sum 
for the purpose in the Scottish treasury), with which he set sail towards Ork- 
ney, whither it was reported Bothwell had fled. He was accompanied by the 
laird of Tullibardine and Adam Bothwell, bishop of Orkney. Botliw'ell having 
made his escape from Orkney, was pursued by Grange to the coast of Norway, 
where, at the moment when they had almost overtaken the fugitive, the impetu- 
osity of Kirkaldy, who called on the mariners to hoist more sail than the vessel 
was able to carry, lost them their prize, and they were wrecked on a sand bank. 
Bothwell escaped in a small boat to the shore, leaving his ship and his servants 
a prey to Kirkaldy. This unhappy man fled to Denmark, and the method of 
his end is too well known to bo repeated. 

'The regent Moray was in the mean time establishing order and tranquillity 
generally through the country. The king, an infant, had been crowned at 
Stirling, and his authority in the person of the regent very generally acknow- 
ledged, when the queen, making her escape from Lochleven, and putting her- 
self into the hands of the Hamiltons, created new and serious calamities. The 
regent being at that time in Gla^ow, holding his justice-eyre, was just 



KIRKALDY. 


331 


at handy and meeting with the queen and her followers at LangsidOy on the way 
for Dumbarton castle, gave them, though they were far more in number than all 
the king's friends that he could muster, an entire overthrow. The regent led 
the battle himself, assisted by Grange, who being an experienced soldier, was 
appointed to oversee the whole battle ; to ride to every wing, and to encourage 
and make help wherever it was most required. The dispositions of the regent 
were excellent, and his followers behaved with great courage ; so that the vic- 
tory was soon won, and there being few horsemen to pursue, and the regent 
calling out to save and not to kill, there were not many talcen or killed ; the 
greatest slaughter, according to Sir James Melville, being at the first rencounter 
by the shot of some troops that w'ere planted behind the dykes at the head of 
the lane leading up to the village. 

Having taken the command of the castle of Edinburgh from Sir James Bal- 
four, the regent bestowed it upon Grange, who appears to have had the prin- 
cipal direction of aduirs during the time that Moray through the intrigues of the 
queen's faction was called up to the conferences at York. Lethington, subtile, 
restless, and changeable, had by this time changed to the queen's side, whom 
he almost openly owned during the time of these conferences, and he had im- 
posed upon the unsuspecting disposition of Grange, enticing him into a kind of 
doubtful neutrality, which had an unhappy influence upon the public cause, 
and ended fatally for Grange himself. Letliington and Sir James Balfour hav- 
ing been both at last arrested under an accusation of having been concerned in 
the king's murder, (Grange took them into his own handf, and protected them 
in the castle, which he refused to deliver up to the regent. On the murder of 
the regent Moray in 1570, it did not immediately appear what party Grange 
would embrace. It was evident, however, that for some time previous to this 
event he had leaned to the side of the queen, and the castle of Jildinburgh in a 
short time became the resort and general rendezvous of all who opposed the 
party of the prince. 

The earl of Lennox succeeding to the regency was supported by Elizabeth, 
who sent an army into Scotland for that purpose, and to retaliate upon some of 
the border chieftains, who had made inroads into the English territories, parti- 
cularly Buccleugh and Fernihurst. Grange, in the mean time, by the orders 
of the queen's faction, who now assembled parliaments of their own, liberated 
all those who hiid been formerly given him in charge as prisoners, for their op- 
jiosition to the king in the person of the regent These, dispersing themselves 
over the country, some pretending to be employed in a civil, and others in a 
military capacity, carried dissension and rebellion along with them, to the entire 
ruin of the miserable inhabitants. liord Seaton, to intimidate the citizens of 
Edinburgh, who in general leaned to the side of the king, assembled his vassals 
at Holyrood house, while the Hamiltons, with the whole strength of their fac- 
tion, assembled at Linlithgow, when they made a sudden and unexpected attack 
upon the castle of Glasgow, the residence of Lennox the regent. Coming upon 
the place by surprise, they gained the court, and set fire to the great hall ; but 
they were soon repulsed, and the approach of the king's army, a principal part 
of which was English, compelled them to raise the siege. The Hamiltons suf- 
fered most severely on this occasion, their lands in Clydesdale being ravaged, 
Cadzow plundered, and the town of Hamilton, with the seat of the Hamiltons, 
burned to the ground. Nor did this sufiice ; they also burned the house of 
the duke of Chatelherault in Linlithgow, the palace of Kinnoul, the house oi 
Pardovan, and Bynie, Kincavil, and the chapel of Livingston. 

Grange, meanwhile, acting somewhat dubiously, and not supporting the ex« 
treme measures of either of the parties, was confounded to see a foreign foe in 
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tlie heart of the km^doiii, and IMary’s friends used with sucli extreme rigour; 
and afraid of being entrapped hiuiseh^ began to fortify the castle with all haste^ 
and lay in every thing necessary for a siege. Lennox, in the mean time, sum- 
moned an army in the king^s name to attend him, with twenty days' provision,, 
and to complete his equipments, he applied to Grange for some field-pieces. 
The request was, however, refused, under a pretence that he would not be acces- 
sory to the shedding of blood. The purpose of this armament was to interfere 
with a parliament which the queen's party intended to have held at Linlithgow, 
which it effectually accomplished ; and on the following month (October) Len- 
nox held one for the king in Edinburgh. The Insignia of royalty being sup- 
posed necessary to the legality of parliaments, they were demanded from Grange, 
who flatly refused them, and from that time forth he was regarded as determin- 
edly hostile to that cause for which he had done and suffered so much. Through 
the mediation of Elizabeth, however, who was at the time amusing Mary and 
her friends with proposals for restoring her to some part of her authority, a ces- 
sation of hostilities was agreed upon for two months, which being renewed, was 
continued till the succeeding April, 1571. 

The truce, however, was not strictly observed by either of the parties. For- 
tresses were taken and retaken on both sides oftener than once, and in the 
month of April, Dumbarton castle, reckoned impregnable, was taken by surprise 
by the friends of the regent, who, on a sentence of forfaulture in absence, hanged 
Hamilton, archbishop of St Andrews, who had taken refuge in the place. 
Alarmed at the fate (K* Dumbarton, Grange repaired the walls of the castle, cut 
away all the prominences on the rock, and smoothed the banks to prevent the 
(iossibility of an escalade. He also prepared the steeple of St Giles for receiving 
a battery, and carried away the ordnance belonging to the town. His brother 
James at the same time arrived from France with ^Heii thousand crowns of gold, 
some murrions, corslets, liagbiits, and wine, whilk was saiflie convoyit from 
Leytli be the horsemen and soldiers of the town.” All men who favoured not 
the queen were now conimandcd to leave the town, and even his old tried friend 
and fellow sufferer, John Knox, was obliged to quit his place, which was supplied 
by Alexander, bishop of Gallonay. The regent’s soldiers, however, took pos- 
session of some ruinous houses close to the walls, whence they annoyed the 
town. There was now an end to all business ; public worship ceased, and 
there was nothing to be heard but the thundering of artillery. 7'iie queen’s 
party had now, however, the pride of also holding a parliament in Edinburgh, 
which declared the demission of Mary null ; forbade any innovation to be made 
in the presbyterian religion ; and after two or thrae hours deliberation, rode in 
procession from the Ganongate to the castle, having the regalia borne before it. 
Prayers for the queen were ordered by this meeting, and all who omitted them 
were forbidden to preach. During these proceedings, there were daily skirmishes 
on the streets, and the regent still kept possession of Holy rood house. In the 
month of August in this year, an envoy arrived from the king of France, with 
money, arms, and ammunition for Grange ; but the money fell into the hands of 
the regent In the ensuing month, Grange laid a plan for seizing the regent at 
Stirling, and bringing him safe to the castle, which failed of success only through 
the imprudence of those who conducted it The regent was at^ually made a 
prisoner, and on the road for Edinburgh, when, principally through the valour 
of Morton, he was rescued, but shot by one of the party, when they saw they 
could not carry him away. David Spens of Wormiston, who had him in charge, 
and used every endeavour to save him, was also shot in revenge, though the 
wounded regent attempted to protect him. This was unfortunate for Grange. 
Mar was immediately elected regent ; a man of far higher merit, and much 
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more respected than Letinox, and in still greater favour with the ministers of Eliza* 
beth; and he in the end proved too strong for the misled, though patriotic Grange. 
The war now assumed the most ferocious character. Morton destroyed the whole 
of Grange’s property in Fife. Grange, on the same day retaliated by burning 
Dalkeith ; and for upwards of two months they reciprocally hanged their prisoners. 

I'he distress of the town and the surrounding districts now became extreme ; 
the poor were turned without the gates, and the empty houses pulled down and 
sold for fuel ; a stone weight being sold for what would purchase a peck of 
meal. Through the mediation of the English and French ambassadors, an ar- 
mistice was at last agreed to, and all the differences between Morton and Grange 
nearly made up. I'hrotigh the intrigues of Maitland, however, who had gained 
an extraordinary influence over him. Grange rose in his demands, and 
nothing was accomplished further than a renewal of the truce. In the mean 
time Mar, who was a sincere, good man, and truly devoted to the public in- 
terests, died, and was sucxsceded by Morton, a man of great address, and the 
mortal enemy of Maitland. He too, however, professed to desire peace, and 
oflered the same terms as Mar. Grange was to deliver up the castle in six 
months, and a convention was called to consider the means of effecting a 
double peace. Both ^mrlies were at the same time attempting to over-reach each 
other. Morton thirsted for the wealthy estates of some of the queen’s adherents ; 
and the qiieen^s adherents wanted to gain time, in the hope of procuring effectual 
aid from France. The Hamiltons, Iluntly, Argyle, and their followers, were 
now weary of the war; and in a meeting at Perth accepted of the terms oflered 
by Morton, and, according to Sir James Melville, abandoned Grange, who 
would willingly have accepted the same terms ; but from that time forth Morton 
would not permit the offers to be mentioned to him. The day of the truce had 
no sooner expired than a furious cannonade was commenced by Grange on 
the town from the castle. He also shortly after, on a stormy night, set Are to 
the tow'n, and kept firing upon it to prevent any person coming forth to extin- 
guish the flames ; a piece of wanton mischief, which procured him nothing but an 
additional share of odium. Being invested by the marshal of Berwick, Sir William 
Drury, with an Phiglish army, the garrison was soon reduced to great straits. 
Their ^ater was scanty at best, and tlie falling of one of the chief towers choked 
up their only well. The Spur, a building of great strength, but imperfectly 
manned, was taken by storm, with the loss of eight killed, and twenty-three 
wounded. Sir Robert Melville, along with Grange, were, after beating a par- 
ley, let over the walls by ropes, for the gate was choked up with rubbish. 
I'liey demanded security for their lives and fortunes, and that Maitland and 
lord Hume might go to England, Grange being permitted to go or stay as he 
might deem ..best. These conditions not being granted, they returned to the 
garrison, but their soldiers refused to stand a new assault, and threatened in 
case of another that they would bang Letliington, whom they regarded as the 
cause of their protracted defence, over the wall. Nothing remained, therefore, 
but an unconditional surrender; and so odious were the garrison to the citizens, 
that an escort of English soldiers was necessary to protect them from the rabble. 
After three days they were all made prisoners. Letliington died suddenly, 
through means, it has been supposed, of poison, nhich he bad taken of his own 
accord. Grange, Sir James Kirkaldy, (his brother,) James Mossman and James 
Leckie, goldsmiths, were hanged on the third of August, 1573, and their heads 
afterwards set up on the most prominent places of the castle wall. 

Thus ignominoiisly died one of the bravest narriors^ of his age ; the dupe of 

* 111 fhe casti of Kirkaldy there appears to have been considerable debate on the re- 
levancy of the indictineiit on whicJi ho was tried, Ico tcclinical to Iks interesting to the geneisl 
reader. — Pitcairn's Ctim. Trialst ii. 3. 
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a volatile and crafty statesman, and of his own vanity to be head of a party^ 
He had been one of the earliest friends, and, during its first days of peril, onel 
of the most intrepid defenders of the Keformation. Knox, who knew and loved ' 
him well, lamented his apostasy, and with that sagacity which was peculiar to his 
character, admonished him of the issue. That man’s soul is dear to me,” said 
Knox, ** and 1 would not willingly see it perish ; go and tell him from me, that, 
if he persists in his folly, neither that crag in which he miserably confides, nor 
the carnal wit of that man whom he counts a detiii-god, shall save him ; but he 
shall be dragged forth, and hanged in the face of the sun.” He returned a 
contemptuous answer dictated by Maitland ; but he remembered the warning 
when on the scaffold w'ith tears, and listened with eagerness when he was told 
the hope that Knox always expressed, that, though the work of grace upon his 
heart was sadly obscured, it was still real, and would approve itself so at last ; 
of which he expressed with great humility his o\vn sincere conviction. 

KIKKWOOIJ, James, an eminent teacher .and writer on grammar, in the lat- 
ter part of the seventeenth century, was born near Dunbar. The circumstances 
of his ediimtion are unknown ; he was first schoolmaster of Linlithgow, and sub- 
sequently of Kelso. His school at Linlithgow was one of considerable reputation, 
and he would appear to have been intrusted, like many teachers of the present 
day, with pupils who boarded in his house. The celebrated John, second earl 
of Stair, was thus educated by him. The first .work ascertained to have been 
published by him, was an Easy Grammar” of the Latin language, which ap- 
peared at Glasgow iir 1674. In 1677, lie published at London an octavo fas- 
ciculus of ** Sentences,” for the use of learners. In the succeeding year ip- 
peared his Compendium of Hhetoric,” to which was added a small treatise on 
Analysis. After the Kevolution, he was sent for by the parliamentary GOinmis- 
sioiiers for colleges, on the motion of lord president Stair; and his adViCe 
was taken about the best Latin grammar for the Scottish schools. The lord 
president asked him what he thought of Despauter. He ans.wered, ** A very un- 
fit grammar ; but by some pains it might be made a good one.’’ The lo^d Cross- 
rig desiring him to be more plain on this point, he said, ** My lord president, 
if its superfluities were rescinded, the defects supplied, the intricacies cleared, 
the errors rectified, and the method amended, jt might pass for an excellent 
grammar.” The lord president afterwards sent for him, and told him it was tlie 
desire of the commissioners that he should immediately reform Despauter, as he 
had proposed ; as they knew none fitter for the task. He according published, 
in 1695, a revised edition of Despauter, which continued, to be commonly used 
in schools till it was superseded by Kuddiman’s lludiinents. Kirkwood was a 
man of wit and fancy, as well as of learning; and having fallen into an unfor- 
tunate quarrel with his patrons the magistrates, which ended in his dismission, 
he took revenge by publishing a satirical pamjddet, entitled “ The twenty-seven 
gods of Linlithgoiv,” meaning thereby the twenty-seven members of the town- 
council. He appears to have afterwards been chosen schoolmaster at Kelso, 
where he probably died. 

KNOX, John, the most emineTit promoter of the Keformation in Scotland, 
was bom at Haddington in the year 1505. His father, though himself a man 
of no note, was descended from the ancient house of Kanfiirly in the shire of 
Kenfrew. Of the mother of the great reformer nothing farther is known than 
that her name was Sinclair, — a name which he frequently used in after-life, when 
to have subscribed his own would have exposed him to danger : thus many of 
his letters ill times of trouble are signed “John Sinclair.” Though a man of 
no rank in society, his father would yet seem to have been possessed of a com- 
petency beyond that of the ordinary class of the peasantry of the times, if such 
an inference be permitted from the circum8ipn(*.e of his having given his son an 
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great reformer, passively, and without remark or objection, becoming a minister , 
of that church which he uas afterwards to overturn and erase from his native 
soil ; becoming a minister of that religion which he was afterwards to drive from 
the land, with a violence which shook both the kingdom and the throne. A 
little longer, however, and we find this mighty mind emerging gradually but 
luajesticnlly into the light of day. The discovery had been made that there lay 
a wider and a fairer region beyond the bounds of the prison-house, and Kno'jc 
hastened himself to seek and to point out the way to others. 

lie soon betook himself to the study of the writings of the fathers of the 
Christian churc:h ; and, in the works of Jerome and Augustine, found the doctrines 
and tenets whi(;h effected that revolution in his religious sentiments, after- 
wards productive of such important results. He ivas now in the thirtieth year 
of his age, but be did not either publicly avow the change which had taken place 
in his religious creed, nr attempt to impress it upon others, for several years after- 
wards. In the mean time the work of reformation had been making irregular 
but rapid progress. Patrick Hamilton had already preached the new faith in 
Scotland, and had fallen a martyr to its doctrines, and many others of not less 
sseal, but of less note, had shared a similar fate. (Jopies of the Scriptures were now 
surreptitiously introduced into the kingdom, and eagerly read by those into whose 
hands they fell. Poets employed their fascinating powers in bringing the chundi 
of Rome and its ministers into contempt The eflect of all this was a violent 
agitation of the public mind. The reformed doctrines were every where spoken 
of and discussed. They became the topics of common conversation, and were 
the themes of disquisition amongst the learned. It was at this critical period, 
about the year 1 542, in the midst of this feverish excitement of public opinion, 
that Knox first stopped into the arena as a combatant in the cause of the new 
faitli. He was still a teacher of philosophy in the college of St Andrews, hut 
he availed himself of the opportunities which this appointment afforded, of dis- 
seminating his doctrines amongst his pupils, whom he taught to look with abhor- 
rence and contempt on tlie corruptions and errors of the Romish church. Though 
such opinions were now spreading widely, and were made matter of ordinary 
discussion, their abettors were not yet, by any means, safe from the vengeance 
of the Romish ecclesiastics, who were yet struggling hard to suppress the 
heresies which were every where springing up in the land, and threatening the 
speedy ruin of their church. Knox’s case was too marked and too conspicuous 
an instance of defection, to escape for any length of time some proof of that 
wrath which it was so well calculated to excite. He was degraded from the 
priesthood, had sentence passed against him as a heretic, and only escaped assas- 
sination by flying from St Andrews, that fate having been marked out for him by 
cardinal Beaton. On leaving St Andrews, Knox found protection in the family 
of Douglas of Langniddrie, where he acted in the capacity of tutor. Here, 
Douglas himself being a zealous advocate for the new faith, Knox continued to 
preach the doctrines which had driven him from St Andrews; and in these 
doctrines he not only instructed tlie family with which he lived, but also the 
people in the neighbourhood, whom he invited to attend his prelections. From 
the consequences which must infallibly have attended this perseverance in dis- 
seminating principles so inimical to the church, Knox was only saved by the 
death of cardinal Beaton, who was assassinated in the castle of St Andrews, on 
the 29th of Alay, 1546. Though, by the death of Beaton, Knox probably 
escaped the utmost severities which prelacy could inflict ; he yet did not escape 
all visitation from its wrath. 

John Hamilton, the successor of Beaton, sought his destruction with as madi 
eagerness as his predecessor had done, compelling him to flee from place to place. 



KNOX. 


327 


and to seek his safety in concealment Apprehensive of fallin|r at last into the 
hands of his enemies, he, after having led a vagrant and miserable life for many 
months, at length sought an asylum in the castle of St Andrews, which had been 
in the possession of the cardinal’s assassins since the period of his death, and 
which they had held out against repeated attempts of the earl of Arran, then 
regent of Scotland, to take it. Knox entered the castle of St Andrews at the time 
of Easter, 1 547. This step he had been prevailed upon to take by two of his 
warmest i'riends, the lairds of Langniddrie and Ormiston, at a time when he had 
himself determined to retire to Germany. 

The circditistance of Knox’s having taken shelter, on this occasion, with the 
assassins of Beaton, has given rise to reflections on his character, involving 
charges of the most serious nature. Some of them are wholly unfounded, others 
unreasonable. He has been act^used of being one of the conspirators who pro* 
jected the death of Beaton ; which is totally unsupported by any evidence, 
and must, therefore, in common justice, be utterly rejected. He has been said 
to have made himself accessory to the crime of the cardinal’s murder by taking 
shelter amongst those by whom it was perpetrated; a most unreasonable and 
unwarrantable conclusion. His own life w^is in imminent danger, and he natu- 
rally sought shelter where it was most likely to be found, without reference to 
place or circumstances, and we cannot see by what reasoning he could be reduced 
to the dilemma of either sacrificing his own life or submitting to be accused as 
an accessory to murder ; the one consequence threatening him by his remaining 
at large, the other by his flying to a place of refuge. He has been accused of 
vindicating the deed in his writings. This length he certainly has gone ; but, 
considering all the circumstances connected with it, such vindication on the part 
of Knox is not much to be wondered at, nor is it calculated to excite much 
reasonable prejudice against him. Beaton eagerly sought his life ; he was his 
personal enemy, and a relentless and cruel enemy to all who were of the same 
faith. If, therefore, we are emailed upon to disapprove of Knox’s justification of 
the death of Beaton, we should at tlie same time be permitted to remark, that 
it was an event which be had but little reason to regret. 

After entering the c.astle of St Andrews, Knox resumed his duties as a teacher, 
and proceeded to instruct his pupils ns before. He also resumed his lectures on 
the Scriptures, and regularly catechised liis hearers in the parish church of the 
city. Hitherto Knox’s appearances as a disciple and teacher of the reformed 
doctrines had been rather of a private character, or at least only before select 
audiences, such as his own class of pupils, or a few neighbours congregated 
together as at Langniddrie. He was now, however, about to come forward in a 
more public, or at least more formal capacity. At the time that he sought refuge 
in the castle of St Andrews, there were three persons of note there, all zealous 
reformers, who had also fled to it as a sanctuary. I'hese were Sir David Lind- 
say of the Mount, Henry Balnaves of Hallhill, and John Rough, a celebrated 
reformed preacher, and who was at this moment publicly preaching in St 
Andrews. These persons were so much struck with Knox’s talents and his man- 
ner of instructing his pupils, that they earnestly exhorted him to come publicly 
forward as a preacher of the reformed doctrines. This, however, Knox declined ; 
not from any unwillingness to expose himself to the dangers which then attended 
the discharge of such a duty, nor from any reluctance to devote himself to the 
great cause which he had espoused, and of which he was afterwards so singular 
a promoter ; but from a feeling of diflidence in his own powers, and a deep sense 
of the awful importance of the charge to which he was invited ; he besides enter- 
tained some scruples as to the regularity of the call which was now made upon 
him, and with a conscientiousness and feeling of delicacy which became hii 
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religious professions, expressed a fear that his coming forward as a preacher, on 
the summons of only two or three individuals, might be deemed an intrusion 
into the sacred office of the ministry. 

Bent on their object, however, the three persons above named, without Knox’s 
knowledge, consulted with the members of the church in which Bough preached, 
and the result was the fixing of a certain day when Knox should, in the name 
and in the face of the whole congregation, be called upon by the mouth of their 
preacher to accept the office of the ministry. On the day appointed, and while 
Knox was yet wholly unaware of what was to take place, Hough, after preaching 
a sermon on the election of ministers, in which he maintained the right of a 
congregation, however small its niiitibcrs, to elect its own pastor ; and he fai'ther 
maintained, that it was sinful to refuse to obey such a call avhen made : then 
suddenly turning to Knox — Brother,” he said, “ you shall not be offended 
although 1 speak unto you that which I have in charge, even from all those that are 
here present, which is this, — In the name of God and of his Son Jesus Christ, 
and in the name of all that presently call you by iny mouth, 1 charge you that 
you refuse not this holy vocation, but, ns you tender the glory of God, the 
increase of Christ’s kingdom, the edilii^ation of your brethren, and the comfort 
of me, whom you understand well enough to be oppressed by the multitude of 
labours, that you take the public office and charge of preaching, even as you 
look to avoid God^s heavy displeasure, and desire that he shall multiply his 
graces unto you.” Turning now to the congregation, “ Was not this your 
charge unto me?” he said, ** find do ye not approve this vocation ?’’ — ‘‘ It was, 
and w'e approve it,” was the ' reply. Deeply impressed with the ciicumstance, 
Knox made an attempt to address the audience, but his feelings overtime him ; 
he burst into tears, and rushed out of the church. 'J'hough not witliout the 
hesitation and the doubts and fears of an ingenuous and religious mind, Knox 
accepted the charge tiius solemnly and strikingly imposed upon him, and on an 
appointed day appeared in the pulpit. On this occasion, a highly interesting 
one, as being the first public appear.ance of the great reformer as a preacher of 
the gospel, he gave out the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth verses of the seventh 
chapter of Daniel, a choice which shows the great changes which lie already 
anticipated in the religious cstabiishinents of the land, and the confidence with 
which he fooked forward to the result of the contest now begun with the church 
of Koine. The sermon which he preached on this occasion subjected him to 
the high displeasure of the church dignitaries; he and Hough were summoned 
before a convention of learned men to answer for the heretical doctrines which 
they entertained and promulgated. In the controversy which took place in tliis 
assembly between Knox and the person appointed to dispute with him, a grey 
friar of the name of Arbukill, on the various points at issue, the former so 
utterly discomfited his opponent, and so strongly established his own positions, 
that the Homish clergy, resigning all hopes of maintaining their ground, either 
by scriptural appeals, or by force of reasoning, carefully avoided for the future 
nil such exhibitions of public disputation. The castle of St Andrews, in which 
Knox still found refuge, was soon after this, June, 1547, besieged by a French 
fleet, which had been despatched from France to assist the governor in its re- 
duction ; and after a stout resistance of several weeks^ duration, the garrison was 
compelled to capitulate, and all within it were made prisoners of war. Knox 
and all the others who were taken with him were carried on board the 
French ships, which soon afterwards proceeded with them to France. On their 
arrival there the greater part of them were distributed throughout difilerent 
prisons ; but Knox, with two or three others, were detained on board the gal- 
leys in the Loire during the whole of the succeeding winter. His confinement 



on shipboard altogether extended to nineteen months. At the end of that long 
period his liberation took place; but how it was efTected is not oertadnly 
known. 

On obtaining his liberty, Knox immediately proceeded to England, where 
the Reformation was making considerable progress, under the auspices of ardi- 
bishop Cranmer, and other powerful persons in that kingdom. Knox’s reputa- 
tion as a preacher and zealous reformer was already well known to Cranmer and 
his colleagues, who were not long in finding him suitable employment. He 
was despatched by the privy council to Berwidc to preach the reformed doc* 
trines, and was allowed a salary for his maintenance. Here he remained for 
two years, daily strengthening the great cause in which he was embarked, and 
weakening that of its opponents. During this period too, great numbers were 
converted by his powerful reasoning and impressive eloquence ; nor were the 
good effects of his ministry confined to the effecting a beneficial change in the 
religious sentiments of his hearers ; their morals and manners were also greatly 
improved by the force of his example, and the striking trutlis exhibited in his 
precepts. While in Berwick, Knox was involved in another controversy or 
public disputation similar to that in which he had been engaged in St Andrews. 
The scene on this occasion was Newcastle, whither he had been summoned by 
the bishop of Durham to appear before an assembly of the learned men of his 
cathedral, to discuss the doctrines which he taught. These Knox defended with 
his usual ability, and with his usual success. He retired triumphant from the 
debate, leaving his opponents silenced and confounded by the ingenuity and 
strength of his arguments, and the fervour and energy of his eloquence. 

His reputation ^as now daily spreading wider and wider, and so highly did 
the privy council appreciate the value of his services, that they conferred on him 
in December, 1551, a singular mark of their approbation, by appointing him 
one of the king’s chaplains. While residing in Berwick, Knox formed an ac- 
quaintance with a young lady of the name of Marjory Bowes. This lady after- 
wards became his wife, but without the consent of her father, who could never 
be induced to approve of the connexion. He, however, had a warm friend in 
the young lady’s mother, who not only gave her sanction to the marriage of her 
daughter, but used every effort, though without edect, to reconcile her husband 
to the event. Family pride, together with some differences of opinion in r^i- 
gious matters, are supposed to have been the cause of Mr Bowes’s objection to 
accept the reformer as a son-in-law. As a natural result, the malevolence of 
Knox’s enemies, those who adhered to popery, kept pace with the success which 
attended his efforts against the Romish church. They narrowly watched his 
every word and action, and at length laying hold of some expressions of a poli- 
tical nature which they conceived might be employed to his prejudice, they de- 
nounced him to the privy council. In consequence of this charge, which was 
supported by the duke of Northumberland, who entertained a personal dislike 
to ^ox, he was summoned up to London, The result, however, was in the 
highest degree favourable to him. He not only convinced the council of the 
uprightness of his intentions and the malice of his accusers, but succeeded in 
ginning a yet greater degree of favour with that body than he had before en- 
joyed. He was appointed to preach to the court, and gave such satisfaction in 
the discharge of this duty, that the privy council determined to invite him to 
preach in London and the soutliern counties during the following year. They 
offered him the living of All Hallows in the city. He, however, declined the ap- 
pointment, as also that of a bishopric, which was soon afterwards tendered him 
at the special request of the king, by whom he was much esteemed. These 
splendid offers of promotion he refused for conscience’ sake, — there being several 
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things connected with the Englisli ecclesiastical establishment repugnant to the 
faith which he had adopted ; such as the reading of homilies, the chanting of 
matins and even-song, the prevalence of pluralities, 

In the mean time, the king, Edward VI. who had evinced so much readiness 
to patronize our reformer, died, and was succeeded by one of the most sanguin- 
ary and relentless enemies which the reformed religion had, during any period, 
to contend with. This was Mary. The accession of this princess to the throne 
totally altered Knox’s situation and his views. Her bigotiy and persecution 
soon made England unsafe fur him to live in. 

Finding his danger becoming daily more and more imminent, ho at length 
came to the resolution, though not without much reluctance, of retiring to the 
continent ; and making choice of France, proceeded to Dieppe in that kingdom 
in the year 1 554. Here he remained till the latter end of the following year, 
occasionally visiting Cleneva, then the residence of the celebrated Calvin, with 
whom he formed a close intimacy. At the latter end of the autumn of 1555, 
Knox returned to Scotland, induced by the temporary favour which the queen 
dowager, Mary of Lorraine, had extended to the protestants in her dominions. 
As this favour, howe\'er, did not proceed from any feeling of regard for those who 
had adopted the new faith, but was employed as a means of checking the clergy 
who had been averse to the dowager’s obtaining the regency of the kingdom, it 
was of short duration, and lasted only so long as that princess thought it neces- 
sary to her interests. In the mean time, Knox was zealously and industriously 
employed in disseminating the doctrines of the reformed religion, lie went 
from place to place preaching the gospel, and gradually increasing the number 
of his disciples, amongst whom he was soon able to reckon some of the first 
persons in the kingdom. While thus employed, he received an invitation from 
an English congregation at Geneva to become their pastor. With this invita- 
tion he thought it his duty to comply, and accordingly proceeded thither in the 
month of tiuly, 1556. He was on tills occasion accompanied by his wife and 
mother-in-law, the liusband of the latter being now dead. On learning that he 
had left Scotland, the clergy there proceeded to evince those feelings regarding 
him wiiich they liad not dared to avow, or at least to act upon, while he was 
present. Knowing that he could not appear, they summoned him before them, 
passed sentence against him in absence, adjudging his body to the flames, and 
his soul to damnation. The first part of the sentence they made a show of car- 
rying into effect, by causing his effigy to be burned at the cross of Edinburgh. 
On reaching Geneva, he immediately took charge of his congregation, and spent 
the two following years in promoting their spiritual interests. 'J'his was perhaps 
the happiest period of Knox's life. He lived upon the most affectionate footing 
with the members of his church, by all of whom he was greatly beloved. He 
enjoyed the society and friendship of Calvin, and the other ministers of the 
city ; and to complete his felicity, he lived in the bosom of his own family, a 
happiness of which he had hitherto had but a small share. No degree of en- 
joyment, however, or of earthly felicity, could wean him from the desire of pro* 
tnoting the Refornic*ition in his native country ; to this he continued to look 
forward with unabated eagerness, and only waited for more favourable times to 
gratify this ruling passion of his life. 

When he had been about two years in Geneva, the long-cherished wishes of 
our reformer to exercise his ministry in his native land, seemed about to be 
realized. Two persons, citizens of Edinburgh, the one named James Syme^ the 
other James Barron, arrived in Geneva with a letter signed by the carl of Glen* 
cairn, the lords Lorn and Erskine, and lord James Stewart, an illegimate son 
of James V., and afterwards earl of Murray, inviting him to return to Scotland. 
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Knox immediately obeyed the call, and had proceeded as far as Dieppe on his 
way to Scotland, when he receH^ed letters from the latter country containing the 
most discouraging accounts of the state of the kingdom and of the protestant in- 
terest there. Grieved and disappointed beyond expression, he again returned 
to Geneva, where he remained for another year. During this peri^ he assisted 
in making a new translation of the Bible into English, and also published his 
** Letter to the Queen Regent,’' his Appellation and Exhortation,” and ** The 
first Blast of the Trumpet against the monstrous Regiment of Women.*’ Mat- 
ters having at length taken a more favourable turn in Scotland, the protestant 
lords sent a second invitation to Knox to join them, accompanied by the grati- 
fying intelligence that the queen-regent had promised them her countenance 
and protection. He placed little reliance on these promises, but he readily 
obeyed the call of his friends to return to his native country. 

He sailed from Dieppe on the 22nd of April, and arrived safely in Leitli on 
the 2nd of May, 1559. The distrust which Knox entertained of the good faith 
of the queen-regent was not without sufiicient cause. By the time he arrived, 
that artful but able princess, conceiving that she had no longer any occasion for 
assistance from the piH)testant8, not only gave them to understand that they had 
nothing more to hope from her, but openly avowed her determination to sup- 
press the Reformation by every means in her power, and to employ force for 
that purpose if it should be found necessary. 

In this spirit she authorized archbishop Hamilton to summon the reformed 
preachers before him in St Andrews to answer for their conduct, giving him at 
the same time, a similar assurance of protection and support with that which site 
had a short while before given to the protestants. A threat, however, having 
been conveyed to her that the preachers would not go unattended to the im- 
pending trial, she deemed it prudent to prorogue it until she should be in a 
better state of preparation, and accordingly wrote to the primate to delay any 
further proceedings in the matter for the time. On the faith of receiving as- 
sistance from France, which had united with Spain for the extirpation of heresy, 
she soon after resumed the pro(*.e8s against tlie protestant preachers, and sum- 
moned them to stand trial at Stirling. Thither Knox, though he had been pro- 
claimed an outlaw and a rebel, by virtue of the sentence formerly pronounced 
against him, determined to repair to assist his brethren in their defence, and to 
share the dangers to whit'.h they might he exposed. 

The artifice of the queen-regent, iiowever, deprived him of the opportunity 
of ciirrying this generous resolution into efiect. 'I'he preachers in their progress 
to Stirling, were attended by large bodies of people, who had determined to 
abide by them during the impending trial. Unwilling, however, to give the 
queen-regent any ofience by approaching her in such numbers, they halted at 
Perth, and sent Erskiiie of Dun before them to Stirling to assure her tliat they 
meditated no violence nor entertained any but the most peaceable intentions. 
Not reconciled, however, by this representation to the approach of so great a 
multitude, she had recourse to dissimulation to prevent their coming nearer. 
She informed Erskine, that she would stop the trial, if he would prevail upon 
his brethren to desist from their journey. Unsuspicious of the det^ption she 
intended to practise, Erskine was persuaded to write to the assembled protes- 
tants, requesting them to proceed no further, and intimating that he was author- 
ized by the queen to promise them that no trial of their preachers should take 
place. Rejoiced by these very welcome and very unexpected overtures, they in- 
stantly complied witii the regent's request, and the greater part of them returned 
to their homes. When the appointed day of trial came, however, the summonses 
of the preachers were called in court by the express orders of the queen. They 
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were outlawed for non-appearance, and all penons prohibited under pain of re- 
bellion from harbouring or assisting them. WfaA this infamous proceeding took 
place, Knox was with the rest of his brethren at Perth, where he had preached 
a sermon against idolatry and the celebration of mass, on the very day on which 
intelligence reached that place of what had occurred at Stirling. 

On the conclusion of the sermon, a priest who was present had the impudence 
to uncover an altar-piece on which were some images, and prepared to cele- 
brate mass, regardless of the excited state of the public feeling, which had just 
been roused by the eloquence of Knox, and armed, as it were, for violence by 
the duplicity of the regent Under these cirt^umstances little was required to 
bring on a crisis, and that little was not long wanting. A boy having uttered 
some disrespectful expressions, was instantly struck by the hot-headed priest 
The boy retaliated by throwing a stone, which, missing his assailant, for whom 
it was intended, struck the altar and broke one of the images. This iired the 
train. In an instant all the interior decorations of the church were torn down 
and destroyed, altar and images were overturned and trampled under foot ; a 
mob collected outside, but finding the work of destruction already completed 
here, they proceeded to the monasteries, which they in a short time laid in 
ruins. This was the first ebullition of popular feeling connected with the Befor- 
ination, and Knox has been accused of having been the cause of it If he was, 
he certainly was so unconsciously and innocently, for he reprobated the violence 
which had taken place, and in speaking of it, says it was perpetrated by the 
rascal multitude,” — language sufficiently indicative of the light in which he 
viewed it The protestant lords, finding now that they had not only nothing 
more to hope for from the queen, but that she was their declared enemy, deter- 
mined to make a vigorous effort to establish the reformed religion without either 
her assistance or consent They proceeded to ascertain the numbers of their 
friends, established a correspondence with them, and united the whole by pro- 
curing their subscriptions to a religious covenant, copies of which they despatched 
for tliat purpose to different districts throughout the country. These thus united 
were distinguished by the name of The Congregation, and the noblemen who 
were included by that of the Lords of the Congregation. The latter, still desirous 
of accomplishing their purpose rather by the force of reasoning than by the 
sword, engaged Knox to meet them on a certain day at St Andrews, where they 
proposed he should deliver a series of sermons. On his way to St Andrews he 
preached at Anstruther and Grail, and arrived at the first named place on the 
9 th of .lune. 

Here occurred a striking instance of that personal intrepidity for which the 
great reformer was so remarkable. The archbishop, informed of his design to 
preach in his cathedral, assembled an armed force, and sent word to Knox, that 
if he appeared in the pulpit, he would order the soldiers to fire upon him. 
Alarmed for his safety, Knox’s friends endeavoured to dissuade him from 
preaching, but in vain. “ He could take God to witness,” he said, that he 
never preached in contempt of any man, nor with the design of hurting an earthly 
creature ; but to delay to preach next day, unless forcibly hindered, he could not in 
conscience agree. As for the fear of danger that may come to me,” he con- 
tinued, let no man be solicitous, for my life is in the custody of him whose 
glory 1 seek. 1 desire the hand nor weapon of no man to defend me.” Knox 
accordingly appeared in the pulpit at the appointed time, and preached to a ^ 
numerous assembly, ^vithout experiencing any interruption ; but although the 
threatened attempt upon his life was not made, he retains a full ckim to all the 
courage which a contempt and defiance of that threat implies. 

On this occasion he preached for three successive days ; and such was the ef- 
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feet of his eloquence and the influence of his doctrine, that both the inhabitants 
and the ciril authorities agreed to set ixg the reformed worship in tile town. 
The monasteries were demolished and the church stripped of all images and pic- 
tures. The example of St Andrews was soon after followed in many other parts 
of the kingdom. At the latter end of the month, Knox arrived with the forces 
of the Congregation in Edinburgh, and on the same day on which he entered 
the city, he preached in St Giles’s, next day in the Abbey church, and on the 
7th of July, the inhabitants met in the tolbooth, and appointed him their 
minister, there being then only one place of worship in Edinburgh, viz. St Giles’s 
church. In this charge, however, he was not long permitted to remain. The 
forces of the regent soon after obtained possession of the city ; and, although 
against his own inclination, his friends prevailed upon him to retire from the 
town. On leaving ,li)dinburgh, he undertook a tour of preaching through the 
kingdom ; and in less than two months had gone over the greater part of it, 
disseminating with the most powerful effect the doctrines of the reformed reli- 
gion. He next retired to St Andrews, where he offleiated as minister for several 
months ; and on the conclusion of the civil war, which the detenninatioii of the 
Congregation to establish, the reformed religion and the regent’s efforts to sup- 
press it, had created, he returned to Edinburgh. In 1 560,* after an arduous 
struggle and many vicissitudes, the faith for which Knox had fought such a good 
flght,” seemed to be securely established in the land. The queen* regent was dead, 
and by the assistance of England, an assistance whidi Knox had been the chief 
instrument in procuring, the arms of the forces of the Congregation were com- 
pletely triumphant 

The accession, however, of Mary, who was known to be strongly attached to 
popery, to the actual government, again excited the fears of the protestants, and 
of no one more than Knox, who insisted that the invitation sent to France to that 
princess to ascend the throne of her ancestors should be accompanied by the 
stipulation, that she should desist from the celebration of mass ; and when the 
rest of the council urged that she ought to be allowed that liberty within her 
own chapel, he predicted that her liberty would be their thraldom.” 

A few days after the queen’s arrival at Holyrood she sent for Knox, and 
taxed him with holding political opinions at once dangerous to her authority 
and the peace of her realm, and with teaching a religion different from that al- 
lowed by its princes. Knox entered at great length into these subjects, defend- 
ing himself and his doctrines with his usual ability and boldness. His language, 
at no time very courtly, is said to have been so harsh in some instances on this 
occasion as to drive the young queen to tears ; but whether this, if true, ought 
to be considered as a proof of the severity of his expressions, or of the queen’s 
irritability of temper, is questionable, since it is probable that she may have 
wept without sufficient cause. The arrival of the dinner hour broke off this in- 
teresting interview, and Knox retired from the presence with some expressions 
of good wishes for the queen’s happiness. Frequent conferences of a similar 
nature with this took place afterwards between the reformer and Mary, but 
with little increase of regard on either side. On one of these occasions, when 
he bad spoken with even more than his usual boldness, and just as he was about 
to retire, he overheard some of the queen’s popish attendants say, ‘‘ He is not 
afraid .” — ** Why should the pleasing face of a gentlewoman frighten me ?*” replied 
the stout reformer, turning round upon them ; 1 have looked in the faces of 

many angry men, and yet have not been afraid beyond measure.” Knox’s min- 
isterial duties were in the mean time exceedingly laborious. His charge, as al- 
ready mentioned, was St Giles’s church, where he had discharged these duties 
since the year 1560. He preached twice every Sabbath, and thrice on other 
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days of the week, besides meeting regularly with his kirk-session once every 
week for discipline, and with others for exercises on the Scriptures. Besides 
all this, he regularly attended all the meetings of the general assembly and the 
provincial synod ; and at almost every meeting of the former, a mission to visit 
and preach in some distant part of the country was imposed upon him. With 
the view of relieving him of part of these overwhelming labours, the town coun- 
cil, in April, 1562, solicited John Craig, minister of Caiiongate, to undertake 
the half of his charge. From the difficulty, however, of obtaining an additional 
stipend, Knox remained without assistance till June in the following year. It 
has been already said that many interviews took place from time to time be- 
tween the queen and Knox ; these were still occasionally occurring ; but their 
only effect was to increase her dread and dislike of the reformer ; and although 
some instances occurred in which there was something like an approach to a 
better understanding, yet on the part of the queen it was never sincere ; and 
there is little doubt that she longed for an opportunity of getting rid of so 
troublesome a subject, whom neither her threats nor blandishments could divert 
for an instant from what he conceived to be the strict path of his duty. Such 
an opportunity ns she desired, or at least such a one as she certainly rejoiced in, 
seemed now unexpectedly to present itself. Two persons, protestants, were in- 
dicted to stand trial for having with several others, intruded into the palace 
during a temporary absence of the queen, for the purpose of interrupting the 
celebration of certain Homan catholic rites which was about to take place in 
the chapel of llolyrood. The protestants of Edinburgh, dreading that the 
queen would proceed to extremities against these men, requested Knox to write 
circular letters to the principal gentlemen of their persuasion, detailing the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and inviting their presence on the day of trial. 

One of these letters falling into the hands of the bishop of Ross, he iin- 
mediatqly conveyed it to the queen, who again lost no time in laying it before 
her privy council, by which it was pronounced treasonable, and the writer was 
soon afterwards indicted to stand trial in Edinburgh for the crime of high 
treason. The queen presided in person at the trial, and with an ill-judged and 
ill-timed levity, burst into a 6t of laughter, when on taking her seat in court she 
perceived Knox standing uncovei^d at the foot of the table. ** That man,” she 
said, pointing to the reformer, had made her weep, and shed never a tear 
himself: she would now see if she could make him weep.” 'I'he trial now pro- 
ceeded, and after the diarge against him had been read, Knox entered upon 
his defence at great length, and with suf:h self-possession, intrepidity, and 
ability, that although he had several enemies amongst his judges, he was, by a 
great majority acquitted of the crime of which he had been accused. 

Alluding to the queen’s feelings on this occasion, he says in his History, 

That night, (the evening after the trial) was nyther dancing iior fiddling in 
the court ; for madaine was disapoynted of liir purpose, quhilk was to have had 
John Knox in hir will, be vot of hir nobility.” A second attempt on the part 
of the queen and her husband Darnley to suppress the stern and uncompromising 
truths, both political and religious, which the reformer continued to proclaim to 
the world, was soon after made. He had given out a text which gave such of- 
fence to tho stripling king, that on the afternoon of the same day he was taken 
from his bed and carried before the privy cjouncil, who suspended him from his 
office. As the suspension, however, was limited to the time of their majesties 
residence in the city, it was but of short duration, as tliey left Edinburgh before 
the following Sabbath, when Knox resumed his ministry, and delivered his sen- 
timents with the same boldness as before. This occurrence was soon after fol- 
lowed by the murder of Hizsio, the queen’s secretary ; an event which gave the 
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qiteen, now at Dunbar, a pretence for raising an army, ostensibly to enable her 
to resent the Indignity which had been shown to her person by the assassins of Hiz- 
zio, and to punish the perpetrator of that deed, but In reality, to overawe the 
protestants. On the approach of the queen and her forces to Kdinburgh, Knox, 
long since aware of the dislike which she entertained towards him, deemed it 
prudent to leave the city. On this occasion he retired to Kyle, and soon after- 
ivards went to England to visit his two sons, who were there living with some 
relations of their mother's. Knox returned again to Edinburgh, after an ab- 
sence of about live or sixth months. During that interval two events had taken 
place, which entirely ruined the queen’s authority in the kingdom, and left him 
. nothing to fear from her personal resentment ; these were the murder of Darn- 
ley and her marriage with Bothwell. He therefore resumed his charge witliout 
interruption, and proceeded to toke that active part in the national affairs, both 
political and religious, which the times required, and for which he was so emi- 
nently fitted ; and, soon after, hud the satisfaction of seeing the protestant reli- 
gion securely established by the laws of the land, and that of the popish church 
utterly overthrown by the same authority. 

In the month of October, 1570, he was struck >vith apoplexy, and although 
it only interrupted his preaching fur a few days, he never recovered from the 
debility which it produced. 

The irritability of the times, and the vindictive spirit of the popish faction, 
still animating its expiring efforts, placed the life of the great reformer once 
more in danger, and once more compelled him to seek safety in flight. His 
enemies endeavoured first to destroy his reputation by the most absurd and un- 
founded calumnies ; and failing utterly in these, tliey made an attempt upon his 
life. A shot was fired in at the window at which he usually sat ; but happening 
to ba seated at a different part of the table from that which he generally occu- 
pied, the bullet missed him, but struck the candlestick which was before him, 
and then lodged in the roof of the apartment » 

Finding that it was no longer safe for him to remain in Edinburgh, he re- 
tired to St Andrews, where he continued till the end of August, 1572, when he 
again returned to Edinburgh. His valuable and active life was now drawing 
fast to a close. On the lUh of the November following he was seized with a 
cough, which greatly affected his breathing, and on the 24th of the same month 
expired, after an illness which called forth numerous instances of the magnani- 
mity of his character, and of the purity and fervour of that religious zeal by 
which he had been always inspired. He died in the sixty-seventh year of bis 
age, not so much,” says Dr M*Crie, ‘‘ oppressed with years as worn out and 
exhausted by his extraordinary labours of body and anxieties of mind.” His 
body was interred in the church- yard of St Giles, on Wednesday the 26 ih of 
November, and was attended to the grave by all the nobility who were in the 
city, and an immense concourse of people. When his body was laid in the 
grave, the regent, who was also at the funeral, exclaimed in words which have 
made a strong impression from their aptness and truth, ** There lies he who 
never feared the face of man.” 


LAING, Alexander Gordon, whose name is so mournfully connected with 
the history of African discovery, was bom at Edinburgh on the 27th of De- 
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oembor, 1793. His fatbor^ William Laing^ A.M., was tlie fit's! who opened iin 
academy for classical education in the new town of the Scottish capital ; where 
lie laboured fbr thirty-two years, and was one of the most popular teachers of his 
day. His maternal grand-father, William Gordon, was also a teadier of very 
considerable note, and is known in the schools as the author of a system of geo- 
graphy, a treatise on arithmetic, a translation of the first six books of Livy, &c. 

With such a parentage it might naturally have been supposed, that the subject 
of this memoir was more likely to have spent his days amid the quiet pursuits of 
literature, than in the bustle of the camp, and amid the din of arms ; the ap- 
pearances of his early years seemed to favour the supposition. Under the tuition 
of his father, young Laing received the elementary education that was necessary 
to prepare him for the university, and he was enrolled in the Humanity class 
at the early age of thirteen years. Previous to this he had acquired a very con- 
siderable knowledge of the Latin language, of which he was passionately fond; 
and the appearances he made in the class then taught by professor Christison, 
were of so marked a kind as to secure him the very flattering notice of his pre- 
ceptor ; he was held up as a model for the imitation of his fellow students, and 
there wore but few who could entertain any hope of excelling him. 

At tlie age of fifteen Mr Laing entered on the business of active life, having 
engaged himself as assistant to Mr Bruce, a teacher in Newcastle. In this situa- 
tion he remained only six months, when he returned to Edinburgh, and entered 
into company with his father, taking charge of the commercial department of the 
academy, for which his beautiful penmanship and other acquirements singularly 
qualified him. 

But the time was fast approaching when the subject of our memoir was to ex- 
change the ferula for the sword. In 1 809, volunteering was very general in 
Edinburgh, and young Laing attached himself to a cxirps then forming. In 
1810, he was made an ensign in the prince of Wales’ volunteers, and from that 
period the academy had no more charms for him. In his eighteenth year he 
abandoned the irksome duties of teaching, and set off for Barbadoes to his ma- 
ternal uncle, then colonel, now lieutenant-general Gordon, through whose kind 
offices he looked forward to an introduction into the army. At that time colonel 
Gordon held the office of deputy quarter-master-genersd in Barbadoes, and on 
his nephew’s arrival he gave him a situation as clerk in his counting house. In 
this situation Mr Laing repeatedly came in contact with Sir George Beckwith, 
then at the head of the command of the military on the station, who was so much 
pleased with the young clerk, and took so deep an interest in his fortunes, as 
to secure for him unsolicited an ensign’s commission in the York light infantry. 

But we must hurry over the first years of Laing’s service in the army, in 
order that we may have space to detail the more important passages in his his- 
tory. Having obtained the ensigney in the York light infantry, he immediate- 
ly joined his regiment in Antigua ; in two years he was made a lieutenant, and 
shortly after, on the reduction of the regiment, he was put on half-pay. Dis- 
satisfied with the inactivity consequent on such a measure, as soon as the nece^ 
sary arrangements could be made, he exchanged into the 2nd West India regi- 
ment, and proceeded to Jamaica. Here over exertion in consequence of Ms 
discharging the duties of quarter-master-general caused him to suffer much from 
disease on the liver. He retired to Honduras for the recovery of his health, 
where colonel Arthur, appreciating bis excellence as an officer, detained him with 
another division of the regiment, and appointed him fort major. His distemper, 
however, which at first seemed to yield in Honduras, returned with increasing 
violence, and compelled him to seek relief in the air of his native land and die 
sympathies of his relations. 
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During the eighteen nionthi he remained at home, the dirieion of the 2nd 
West India regiment to which he belonged^ was reduced, and he was again put 
on half-pay. Restored, however, to h^th, he could not remain inactive. To- 
wards the end of 1819, he went to London, was sent for by the colonel of his 
regiment, the late Sir Henry Torrence, received many flattering compliments 
for his former services, and having been appointed lieutenant and adjutant, he 
proceeded to Sierra Leone. 

From the beginning of the year 1822 his history as an African traveller may 
properly be dated. In January of that year he was despatched by Sir Charles 
McCarthy, governor of Sierra Leone, on an important embassy to Karobia and 
the Mandingo country, where he collected much valuable information regarding 
the political condition of these districts, their dispositions as to commerce, and 
their sentiments as to slavery. Having so &r achieved the object for which he 
set out, he crossed to Malacouri, a Mandingo town, situated on the banks of the 
river Malageea. There he learned that Sannassee, the diief of the district of 
Malageea, and a friend of the British government, had been captured by Amara, 
the king of the Soolimas, and was about to be put to death. Well knowing the 
unrelenting disposition of Amara, Laing, although labouring under a severe attack 
of fever and ague, resolved to go to the Soolima camp, and inteacede ibr the life 
of the unfortunate Sannassee. 

With this view he crossed the Malageea near its source, and after experienc- 
ing many difficulties in meeting with Soolima guards, he at length readied the 
camp. Having witnessed the feats of warlike exercise, the dancing, and the 
music exhibited by Soolimas, Bennas, Sangaras, and Tambaccas, he was invited 
to a palaver with Yarradee, the general of the Soolima army. This officer re- 
ceived him with much kindness, and with many protestations of friendship. 
Subsequently he was introduced to, and had a conversation with Amara himself, 
and having obtained an assurance that Sannassee would not be put to death, he 
retired to Sierra Leone, where he arrived on the 6th day, exhausted by the 
fatigues of his journey and continued illness. 

Scarcely had Laing recovered, when a report at Sierra Leone that his mission 
had been of no avail, induced the governor to send him on another embassy for 
the same object. Having once more visited the Soolima camp, he was assured 
indeed that Sannassee had been set at liberty, but he also learned that his town 
had been burned, and his property plundered or destroyed. Of this conduct he 
expressed in the name of his government the most decided reprobation ; 
and after a journey of six and a half days, during which he had never for a 
single hour been under shelter, he once more reached Sierra Leone. 

It was now that lieutenant Laing assumed the character of a volunteer travel- 
ler. Having been led to believe during the last embassy that the Soolimas 
were in possession of considerable quantities of gold and ivory, he suggested to 
the governor the propriety and probable advantages of the colony opening up a 
commercial intercourse with them ; and the suggestion having been approved 
of by the council at large, he left Sierra Leone again on the 16tli of April, 
1822, with the view of furthering sudi an object, accompanied by two soldiers 
of the 2nd West India regiment, a native of Foutah Jallow, eleven carriers, 
natives of the Jolof district, and a boy a native of Sego. 

When he set out upon this journey little was known of the Soolimas except 
the name ; they were said to be distant from Sierra Leone four hundred miles 
to the eastward : it afterwards appeared that Falaba, the capital, is only distant 
two hundred miles. They were represented as a powerful nation, rich in gold 
and ivory ; but this also turned out not to be the fact 

On his arrival at Toma in the country of the Timmanees, our traveller found 
ni. 2 o 
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that no white man had ever been there before him, although the town is situated 
only sixty miles from Sierra Leone. His appearance, as was to be expected, 
excited no little astonishment — one woman, in particular, stood fixed like a statue 
gazing on the party as they entered the town, and did not stir a muscle till the 
whole had passed, when she gave a loud halloo of astonishment, and then 
covered her mouth with both her hands. Of the Timmanees he writes in his 
journal very unfavourably ; he found them depraved, indolent, araricious, apd 
so deeply sunk in the debasement of the slave traffic, that the very mothers 
among them raised a clamour against him for refusing to buy their children, 
lie further accuses them of dishonesty and gross indecency, and altogether 
wonders that a country so near Sierra Leone, should have gained so little by 
its proximity to a British settlement. 

From the country of the Timmanees lieutenant Laing proceeded into that of 
Kooranko, the first view of which was much more promising — ^he found the first 
town into which he entered neat and dean, and the inhabitants bearing all the 
marks of active industry. It was about sunset when he approached it, and we 
give in his own language a description of the scene. ** Some of the people,” 
says he, had been engaged in preparing the fields for the crops, others were 
penning up a fe% cattle, whose sleek sides denoted the richness of their pastur- 
ages ; the last clink of the blacksmith's hammer was sounding, the weaver was 
measuring the cloth he had woven during the day, and the guarange, a worker in 
leather, was tying up his neatly stained pouches, shoes, and knife-sheaths ; while 
the crier at the mosques, with the melancholy call of * Allah Akbar,’ summoned 
the decorous Moslems to their evening devotions.*’ Such were our traveller's 
first impressions of the Koorankoes ; but their subsequent conduct did not confirm 
the good opinion he had formed of them. 

On approaching the hilly country, lieutenant Laing informs us that nothing 
could be more beautiful or animating than the scene presented to his view, — 
well clothed rising grounds, cultivated valleys, and meadows smiling with ver- 
dure ; the people in the different towns were contented and good-humoured, 
and, in general, received the stranger with very great kindness. In illustration 
of this he has given us the burden of the song of one of their minstrels ; — 

The white man lived on the waters and ate nothing but fish, which made him 
so thin ; but the black men will give him cows and sheep to eat, and milk to 
drink, and then he will grow fat” 

At Komato, the last town of the Koorankoes, on his route, our traveller found 
a messenger from the king of Soolimana, with horses and carriages to convey 
him to Falaha, the capital of that nation. Crossing the Hokelle river, about a 
hundred yards broad, by ropes of twigs suspended from the branches of two 
immense trees, (a suspension bridge called by the natives Nyankata,) he proceeded 
to that city ; and having been joined by the king’s son at the last town upon 
this side of it, he entered Falaba under a salute of musketry from 2000 men, 
who were drawn up in the centre of the town to receive him. 

Not long after reaching Falaba, lieutenant, now captain Laing (for about this 
time he was promoted,} was seized with a fever which brought on delirium for 
several days. While in this state he was cupped by one of the Soolima doctors, 
and that so effectually as to satisfy him that it was the means of saving his life. 
The operation differ^ in no respect from ours, except that the skin was scari- 
fied by a razor, and the cup was a small calabash gourd. 

Our traveller enters, in his journal, into a long detail of the habits and man- 
ners of the Soolimas, with which he had made himself fully acquainted during 
his three months’ reddence in Falaba. To give even a short abstract of this, 
would be inconsistent with the limits assigned to this memoir. Suffice it to say. 
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that the main object of his mission failed. The king all along promised to send 
back with him a company of traders ; but when the time of departure arrived, 
these promises ended in nought. Although within three days’ journey of the 
source of the Niger, he was not permitted to visit tliat often sought spot, and 
deep was the grief which the loss of such an opportunity cost him ; by measuring, 
however, the height of the source of the Rokelle, which he found to be 1441 
feet, and by taking into account the height of the mountains in the distance, 
which gave rise to the Niger, he calculated, (as he himself thought,) with a tolera- 
ble degree of accuracy, that that river which has had so much importance 
assigned to it, has an elevation at its source of from 1500 to 1600 feet above 
the level of the Atlantic. We cannot resist quoting here the testimony of an 
eminent writer in the Edinburgh Journal of Natural and Geographical Science, 
(June, 1830,) more especially as the measurements of captain Laing have been 
rather lightly spoken of in the Quarterly Review, (we believe by Mr Barrow :) 
** Major Laing,” says the Edinburgh Journalist, assigned the position and 
the elevation above the sea of Mount Loma, from whence the Niger takes its 
origin : and he first traced on the map the first part of its course towards the 
north for an extent of about twenty-five leagues.’’ 

On the 17th of September our traveller quitted Falaba, accompanied by 
numbers of the natives, who escorted him to a considerable distance, the last to 
leave him was the king himself. Of his ** adieu ” the captain speaks in the 
most affecting terms. On returning, the route of the party was nearly the same 
as that by which they set out. The condusion of the journey we give, in the 
traveller’s own words, in a note.^ 

Before our traveller’s return, hostilities had commenced between the British 
government and the king of the Ashantees — the consequence was, that no sooner 
had he tasted the comforts of a British settlement, than he was ordered to join 
his regiment on the Gold coast without delay. Having transmitted details to 
ids friend, captain Sabine in London, of the geographical determinations of the 
latitude, longitude, and elevation of the places he had lately visited, he hastened 
to obey the order he had received. On his arrival on the Gold coast he was 
employed in the organization and command of a very considerable native force, 
designed to be auxiliary to a small British detachment which was then expected 
from Britain. During the greater part of the year 1823, this native force was 
stationed on the frontier of the Fantee and Ashantee countries, and was fre- 
quently engaged, and always successfully, with detachments of the Ashantee 
army. On one of these occasions the enemy was completely beaten, and the fame 
of the victory spread over the whole coasts ; in so much, and so effectually, that 
Sir Charles McCarthy received the allegiance of most of the Fantee tribes. On 
another occasion captain Laing made two gallant and successful attacks on a larger 
division of the enemy; and entering into the territories of the king of Aju- 

1 We left Ma Koota at nx A. M., and after a fatiguing march of twenty-five miles over 
a vile Timmanee path, we reached Rokon at four P. M., where 1 rejoined my p^y, which had 
arrived a few hours b^ore. At six I embarked in a canoe, with an intention of pushing 
direct for Sierra Leone, but perceiving a small boat at anchor oiTthe small town of Maherre, 
1 went on shore, and in a few minutes liad tho gratification of shaking hands with Senor 
Altavilla, Portuguese commissary judge at Sierra Leone, and captain Stepney of the 8nd 
West India regiment, who, on hearing of my approach had gone so far on the way to meet 
me. About midnight we were joined by Mr Kenneth Macauley, when we all embarked in 
his baige ; and proceeding down the river, arrived at Tombo to breakfast, where 1 deprived 
mpself of the decoration of my face ^ now of seven months' growth, and by the help of some bor- 
rowed garments effected an alteration in my appearance which was very requisite. Leaving 
Tombo after breakihst, we proceeded down the Rokelle, on a fine calm moniing, and at two 
P. M. I had the satisfaction of being welcomed by my friends at Sierra Leone, so many of 
whom, so much esteemed and so higtdy valued, are now no more.’’ 
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macon^ who was suspected to be friendly to the Ashantees, he compelled that 
prince to place his troops under the British command. 

On the fall of Sir Charles McCarthy, which took place in 1824, lieutenant- 
colonel Chisholm, on whom the command of the Gold coast devolved, sent the 
subject of our memoir to England, to acquaint government more fully than could 
otherwise be done, of the state of the country, and the circumstances of the 
war. He arrived in England in August, and immediately afterwards obtained a 
leave of absence to visit Scotland for the recovery of his health, which had been 
seriously affected by so many months of constant and extreme exposure in 
Africa. In Scotland, however, he did not continue long. In October he re- 
turned to London, and an opportunity having unexpectedly presented itself to 
him, of proceeding under lord Bathurst’s auspices, in the discovery of the course 
and termination of the Niger, an opportunity which he had long and anxiously 
desired, he gladly embraced it It being arranged, that he should accompany 
the caravan from Tripoli to Timbuctoo, in the ensuing summer, it became neces- 
sary that he should depart early in the year from that father land, which, alas ! 
he was destined never to revisit 

Our traveller, now promoted to a majority, left London for Tripoli, in the 
month of February, 1825. While in tlie latter city he had occasion to have 
frequent intercourse with the British consul, Mr Warrington ; a close intimacy 
was formed between them, and the bond was strengthened by the major’s mar- 
rying Emma Maria, the daughter of the consul. This event was celebrated on 
the 14th of July, 1725 ; and two days after the marriage the major proceeded 
on his pilgrimage to Timbuctoa 

He left Tripoli in company with the sheik Babani, whom he afterwards dis- 
covered to be no less a personage than the governor of Ghadamis. The sheik 
engaged to conduct him to Timbuctoo in ten weeks ; the wife and the family of 
Babani resided there. The travellers proceeded with their kqffila by the 
route of Beneoleed, the passage by the Gharan mountains being rendered un- 
safe, in consequence of the turbulence of a rebellious chief in that district On 
the 21st of August the party reached Shate, and on the 13th of September, 
after a tedious and circuitous journey of nearly a thousand miles, they arrived 
at Ghadamis. Already had the major experienced much to vex and annoy 
him ; his barometer had been broken ; his hygrometers had been rendered use- 
less by evaporation ; the tubes of most of his thermometers had been snapt by 
the warping of the ivory ; his glasses had been dimmed by the friction of the 
sand ; his chronometer had stopped (in all likelihood from the insinuation of 
sandy particles) ; and in addition to this lengthened list of mishaps, his rifle 
stock had been broken by the tread of an elephant. 

Our traveller left Ghadamis, where he was treated with the utmost kindness 
and hospitality, on the 27th of October ; and on the 3rd of December he arrived 
at Ensola, a town on the eastern frontier of the province of Tuat, belonging to 
the Tuaric, and said to be thirty-five days’ journey from Timbuctoo. Here ns 
in Ghadamis, he experienced the kindest reception, and he did all he could to 
repay it, by administering of his medicines to the diseased. 

From Ensala he wrote the last letter to his relations in Scotland, which they ever 
received from him. As it is a document of great interest, and, in some passages, 
highly characteristic of the writer, we shall present a considerable extract : 

« Ensala in Tuat, December 8, 1826. 

» ♦ » ♦ 

“ I arrived here in the afternoon of the 2nd Instant ; and the curiosity which my appearance 
among these people has eacited, is not yet nearly allayed, insomuch that 1 am beset during 



LAINQ. 


341 


nearly the whole day with myriads of wondering spectators, who flock to the house which 1 
inhabit, and stare at me with about as much curiosity as you would at the great lioness in 
Exeter Change, which whelped three young lions, and condescended to suckle them herself 
The natives of this place are of the tribe called Musticarab, and live under no law or control. 
They do not employ themselves either in trade or cultivation, but, like a set of outlaws, roam 
about the desert, robbing and plundering kaffiiias wherever they can fall in with them. 
There has been murderous work among them this year, — more than half a dozen flghts of one 
kind or another, and between two and three hundred slain. 1 shall quit them, please God, 
in seven or eight days more, as I accompany a laige kaflUa, which proceeds on the 15th 
instant towards Timbuctoo, from which I am now only thirty days* journey. Every thing 
appears to favour me, and to bid fair for a speedy and successful termination to my arduous 
enterprise. 1 am already possessed of much curious and valuable information, and feel 
confident that I shall realize the most sanguine expectations of my numerous friends. I shall 
do more than has ever been done before, and shall show myself to be what I have ever con- 
sidered myself, a man of enterprise and genius. My fhther used often to accuse me of want 
of common sense ; but he little thought that I gloried in the accusation. ’Tis true, I never 
possessed any, nor ever shall. At a very early age, 1 fell in with an observation of Helve- 
tius, which pleased me much, and chimed in with my way of thinking to the tenth part of a 
second. ‘ A man of common sense is a man in whose character indolence predominates : he 
is not endowed with activity of soul, which, in high stations, leads great minds to discover 
new springs by which they may set the world in motion, or to sow the seeds, from the growth 
of which they are enabled to produce future events.' I admit that common sense is more 
necessary for conducting the petty affairs of life than genius or enterprise ; but the man who 
soars into the regions of speculation should never be hampered by it. Had I been gifted 
with that quality which the bulk of mankind consider so inestimable, I might now have 
been a jolly subaltern on half-pay, or perhaps an orthodox preacher in some country kirk, in 
lieu of dictating this letter to )ou from the arid regions of central Africa. This is a long 
rhapsody, but you must just bear with it patiently, as it is not every day that you can hear 
from me. 

** 1 hope }ou have written to my dearest Emma, the most amiable girl tliat God ever 
created. She is, indeed, such a being os 1 had formed in my mind's eyes but bad never 
before seen, and has just as much commuu sense as has fallen to the lot of your most worthy 
elder brother.” * * * ^ 

He quitted Knsala on the lOtli of Janimry, 1826, and on the 26th of the 
same month entered on the cheerless, flat, and sandy desert of Tenezarofl; 
Hitherto neither his enthusiasm nor his health bad failed him ; the people had 
all been friendly and kind to him, the elements only had been his foes ; but in 
the desert he was to enter on a different course 'of experience, and bitter 
assuredly it was. The Tuarics attacked, and plundered, and most cruelly 
mangled him. The following letter, written by himself, and addressed to 
his father-in-law, discloses the amount of authentic information concerning this 
barbarous outrage. 

Bind Sidi Mahomed, May iOth, 1626. 

My Dear Consul, — 

I drop you a line only by an uncertain conveyance, to acquaint you that 1 am recovering 
from my severe wounds far be>'ond any calculation that the most sanguine expectation could 
have formed ; and that to-morrow, please God, 1 leave this place for Timbuctoo, which 1 
hope to reach on the 18th. 1 have suffered much, but the detail must be reserved till another 
period, when 1 fthall «< a tale unfold ” of treachery and woe that will surprise you. Some im- 
putation is attachable to the old sheik (Babani) ; but as he is now no more, 1 shall not accuse 
him } he died very suddenly about a month since. 
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When I write from Timbuctoo, 1 sliall detail precisely how 1 was betiayed, and aeaily 
murdered in my deep. In the mean time, I shall acquaint you with the number and nature 
of my wounds, in all amounting to twenty-four ; eighteen of which are exceedingly severe. 
1 have five sabre cuts on the crown of the head, and three on the left temple } all fractures, 
fiom which much bone has come away. One on my left cheek, 'which fhustured the jaw- 
bone, and has divided the ear, forming a very unsightly wound. One over the right temple, 
and a dreadful gash on the bock of the neck, which slightly scratched the windpipe,* &c. I 
am, nevertheless, as already I have said, doing w’ell, and hope yet to return to England with 
much important geographical information. The map indeed requires mucli correction, and 
please God, 1 shall yet do much in addition to what I have already done towards putting it 
right. 

It would appear from this letter, that the major intended on the day after he 
wrote it, to set out fur Timbuctoo. The intention, however, was frustrated. 
The illness, and subsequent death of Sidi Mahomed Mooktar, the marabout and 
sheik of the place, together with a severe attadk of fever in his own person, 
detained him for two months longer. By this distemper he lost also his 
favourite servant JacA;, to whom he was much attached. We can easily enter 
into his feelings when, writing again on tlie 1st of July to his father-in-law, he 
concludes the epistle by saying, I am now the only surviving member of the 
mission.” 

On the 1 8th of August he arrived at Timbuctoo, and from the following let- 
ter, which he left behind him there, which was afterwards forwarded to 'I'ripoli 
by the nephew of Babani, and is the last that any of his relations ever re- 
ceived from him, we learn only enough to deepen our regret that he should 
hjive perished in the hour of success, and that his valuable papers should have 
been lost to the world. 

** Timbuctoo, \ September 21, 1826. 

** My Dear Consul : — A veiy short epistle must serve to apprise }ou, as well as my dearest 
Emma, of my arrival at and departure from the great capital of central Africa ; the former 
of which events took place on the 18tli ultimo, the latter, please God, will take place at an 
early hour to-morrow morning. 1 have abandoned all tlioughts of retracing my steps to 
Tripoli, and came here with an intention of proceeding to Jeniie b}' water ; but this intention 
has been entirely upset, and my situation in Timbuctoo rendered exceedingly unsafe by the 
unfriendly dispositions of tlie Foulahs of Massinn, who have this year upset the dominion of 
the Tuaric, and made themselves patrons of Timbuctoo, and whose sultan, Bello^ has ex- 
pressed Ids hostility to me in no unequivocal terms, in a letter which A1 Saidi Boubokar, the 
sheik of this town received from him a few days after my arrival. He has now got intelli- 
gence of my arrival in Timbuctoo, and as a party of Foulalis are hourly expected, A1 Saidi 
Boubokar, who is an excellent good man, and who trembles for my safety, has strongly urged 
my immediate departure. And I am sorry to say, that the notice has been so short, and 1 
have so much to do previous to going away, that this is the only communication I shall for 
the present be able to make. My destination is Sego, whither 1 hope to arrive in fifteen 
days ; but I regret to say tliat the road is a vile one, nnd my perils are not yet at an end ; 
but my trust is God, who has hitherto borne me up amidst the severest trials, and protected 
me amidst the numerous dangers to which 1 have been exposed. 

1 have no time to give }’ou any account of Timbuctoo, but shall briefly state, that in every 
respect, except in size, (which does not exceed four miles in circumfereiice),it has complete-* 
ly met my expeclationB. Kabra is only five miles distant, and is a neat town situated on the 
margin of the river. I have been busily employed during my stay, searching the records in 
the town, which are abundant, and in acquiring information of every kind ; nor is it with 
* It should bo the Spine* 

t In tins letter ike m^'ur always spells tike name of the capital TinbucM. 
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any oommon degree ef satisfaction that I say my perseverance has been amply rewarded. 1 
am now convinced that my hypothesis concerning the termination of the Niger is OorrecL 

** May God bless you all ! 1 shall write you AiUy from Sego, as also my lord Bathurst, 
and I rather apprehend that both letters will reach you at one time, as none of the Ghadamis 
merchants leave Timbuctoo for two months to Qpme. Again may God bless you all 1 My 
dear Emma must excuse my writing. 1 have begun a hundred letters to her, biit have 
been unable to get through one. She is ever uppermost in my thoughts, and 1 look forward 
with delight to the hour of our meeting, whicii, please God, is now at no great distance." 

The following abstract of the testimony of Bungola the major's servant, when 
examined by the British consul, gives the cntastroplie of this melancholy story : 

When asked if he had been witli the major at MooktarV, he answered, Yes. 

Did you accompaiiy him from thence to Timbuctoo t Yes. 

How was he received at Timbuctoo ? Well. 

How long did he remain at Timbuctoo t About two months. 

Did you leave Timbuctoo with major Laing t Yes. 

Who went with you 1 A koflle of Arabs. 

la what direction did you go 1 The sun was on my right cheek. 

Did you know where you were going ? To Sansandirig. 

Did you see any water, and were you molested t We saw no water, nor were we molested 
till tlic third day, when the Arabs of the country attacked and killed my master. 

Was any one killed beside your master t 1 was wounded, but cannot say if any were 
killed. 

Were you sleeping near j our master ? Yes. 

How many wounds had your master T 1 cannot say, they were all with swords, and in the 
morning 1 saw the head’hud been cut off. 

Did the person wlio had charge of your master commit tho murder? Sheik Bouni- 
boushiy who accompanied the reis, killed him. 

What did the sheik then do? Ho went on to his country ; an Arab took me back to Tim- 
buctoo. 

What property had )our master when he was killed ? Two camels ; one carried the pro- 
vision, the other carried my master and his bags. 

Where were your master's papers ? In his bag. 

Were the papers brought back to Timbuctoo ? I don't know. 

Thus perished, a few days after the 2 1st of September, 1826, by the hand 
of an assassin, one of the most determined, enthusiastic, and thoroughly accom- 
plished of those daring spirits who have periled their lives in the cause of African 
discovery. The resolution of the unfortunate Laing was of no ordinary kind ; 
his mother has told the writer of this article, that years before he entered on 
his last and fatal expedition, in providing against hardships and contingencies, 
he had accustomed himself to sleep on the hard floor, and to write with the left 
hand ; yea more, with the pen between the first and second toes of the right 
foot It is melancholy to think that he should have perished unrequited by that 
fame for which he sacrificed so much, and undelivered of that tale of the capital 
of central Africa, which he had qualified himself so well to tell. In any circum* 
stances the death of such a man had been lamentable ; but it seems the more so, 
inasmuch as the result of his successful enteiq>rise is likely for ever to be 
unavailing for the benefit of the living. Seven years have now elapsed since 
his melancholy murder, and there seems not the shadow of a hope that his papers 
will ever be recovered. 

But we cannot conclude this memoir without adding a few sentences regarding 
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these important documents. Facts which were established at Tripoli during tlte 
year 1829, and established to the entire satisfaction of the consuls of Britain, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, and Sardinia, develope a system of treach- 
ery and plunder regarding the major and his property, which almost amounts to 
the incredible. It seems to have been fully made out, that the very guide 
(Babani,) who set out with the traveller from Tripoli, was under the secret 
direction of Hassunah D’ Ghies, son of the prime minister of the Tripoliton 
bashaw, and the conspirator against the major’s life — ^that by his (D’ Ghies’) 
instructions the ferocious Bourabouschi, the eventual murderer, was appointed to 
be the conductor of the major from Timbuctoo, and that into his (D’Ghies*) 
hands the major’s papers (fourteen inches long by seven thick,) were put by 
another of his emissaries shortly after the murder. In short, it has been fully 
ascertained that this packet was secreted in Tripoli so lately as July or August, 
1828. 

The roost amazing part of the tale of treachery yet remains to be told. It 
would further appear that the documents referred to were given by D’ Ghies to 
the French consul at Tripoli, the baron de Rosseau, and that during the greater 
part of the major's journey this official from France had been in secret corre- 
spondence with the conspirators — that ho exerted himself in securing the flight 
of Hassunah D’ Ghies after the treachery had been discovered, and gave protec- 
tion to, and tampered with his brother Mohamed, who made the disclosure. 

It were out of place, in this memoir, to detail the strong chain of evidence 
by which these allegations are supported. A masterly summary of it will be 
found in the Quarterly Review, No. 84. Suffice it to say, that neither M. Ros- 
seau nor the French government liave, as yet, done any thing to acquit them- 
selves of the fearful charge there preferred against them. Till removed, it must 
stand a foul blot upon their national honour. 

LAING, Malcolm, a lawyer and distinguished constitutional historian, was 
bom in the year 1762, at Strynzia, his paternal estate, situated on the main-land 
of Orkney. He received the rudiments of his education at the humble but re- 
spectable grammar school of Kirkwall ; a seminary which is generally attended 
by about a hundred boys, the sons of the neighbouring proprietors and farmers. 
When he had reached the proper age, he was sent to the university of Edin- 
burgh, then superintended and attended by men of great talent Along with 
many of the latter class, he joined in the establishment of the Speculative So- 
ciety, an institution whose subjects of discussion were perhaps to a certain extent 
guided by his peculiar tastes, and certainly coincided remarkably with those in 
which he afterwards distinguished himself. 

In 1785, he passed as a Scottish advocate : we do not know whether he had 
any predilection for the practice of the law, or whether he made choice of the 
profession, for the mere respectability of the title, and the opportunity it might 
afford of attracting notice as a politician ; but assuredly, notwithstanding his 
very high talents in general, and his peculiarly great powers as a reasoner or 
special pleader, he never was much employed, or known as a distinguished prac- 
tising barrister. It will scarcely account sufficiently for this circumstance, that 
the manner in which he delivered his powerful arguments was neither majestic 
nor pleasing, that ** his speeches were uttered with an almost preternatural 
rapidity, and in harsh and disagreeable tones.” If he could speak and compose 
with facility — and in parliament he was considered an able speaker-.-«aGh 
guments as he might have used did not require the extraneous assistance of man- 
ner, even for a jury ; while almost the whole pleading in Scotland at that period 
was addressed to the judges, fix>m whose well-practised intellects, reason end 
powerful argument only could find attention. Laing has shown In his writings 
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tt minute knowledge of all branches of Scottish Jaw : he Toluntarily acted the 
part of a lawyer, in historical subjects, in a manner which has called forth the 
highest praise to his merely forensic talents ; and it may, on the whole, be safely 
concluded, that the limited extent of his practice at the bar must be attributed 
more to his choice than to his talent The first fruit of Mr Laing^s laborious 
constitutional investigations, was the preparing for the press the last volume of 
Dr Henryks History of Great Britain in 1703, after that author’s death. The 
matter collected by Henry did not extend to a period at which tho work could 
be terminated, and Laing was requested by his executors to write two terminat- 
ing chapters, to which he annexed a dissertation on the alleged crimes of 
Richard III. The labours of the two authors could not be very aptly united, 
and many consider Laing as a fierce liberalist, whose doctrines appeared harsh and 
prejudiced, when compared to the calm narrative of Henry. The authors were 
indeed extremely dissimilar, but we must pause before we decide in favour of 
the former. Henry was a man of tame mind and tolerable good sense ; but if 
he appeared calm and moderate in his historical opinions, he was so, in the 
very safe and reputable cause of despotism, in which he insconced himself as an 
impregnable fortress, which it did not require much skill to defend. Laing, on 
the other hand was a man of strong judgment and profound speculation ; and if 
he was violently argumentiitive in support of the opinions he had adopted, he 
was so, not as a man who is determined to maintain a given point because he 
has chosen it, and is personally Interested in its being shown to be true ; but as 
one who had considered the matter accurately, had submitted it to the arbitra- 
tion of his strong judgment, and was resolved to crush those prejudices 
which prevented others from seeing it as it appeared to himself. It is the 
height of all prejudice to blame an historian for his opinions ; but many have 
deserved too much blame for twisting facts to support opinions, instead of 
bending opinions to accommodate them to facts. It was the object of Laing to dis- 
cover the truth. Perhaps prepossession in favour of the line of principles he had 
adopted may have, therefore, prompted him to derive improper deductions from 
the facts which he produced ; but his strongest political opponents have never ac- 
cused him of perverting facts. Laing is said likewise to have composed the me- 
moir of Henry which accompanied the History ; but it certainly does not dis- 
play his usual energy of style. Whatever defects some may have discovered in 
the continuation of Henry’s History, the critical world in general saw its 
merit, and bestowed the countenance of its approbation. The author thus en- 
couraged to new historical labours, looked towards his native country, and in 
1800, he published ** The History of Scotland, from the union of the crowns, 
on the accession of king James VI. to the throne of England, to the union of 
the kingdoms, in the reign of queen Anne. With two dissertations, historical and 
critical, on the Gowry Conspiracy, and on the supposed authenticity of Ossian’s 
Poems.” As in the previous case, his book was very dissimilar to that of the 
person of whose labours his were a continuation — Dr Robertson. Of the flow- 
ing academical ease of that author it is very destitute. It cannot be called either 
inelegant or harsh, but it is complicated ; and by being laboured to contain 
much meaning, is occasionally obscure. There is much in the profundity of 
the remarks and reflections which Dr Robertson could not have reached ; but 
the chief merit lies in the display of critical power on matters of evidence, in 
which he displays all the acumen of the practised lawyer, and the dose observer 
of human nature. From this peculiar merit, the separate dissertations, contain- 
ing nothing but special pleadings, are the most useful and admirable parts of the 
book. In all parts of the work, the author’s ruling spirit has prompted him to 
search for debated facts, few of which he has left without some sort of settlement 
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of the point He has treated in this manner many points of English historjr^ 
among which is the celebrated question of the author of Eikon Basilike, ctm* 
cerning which he has fully proved, that whatever share Charles may have had in 
the suggestion or partial composition, Gauden was the person wlio prepared the 
work for the press. Mr Laing appears to have enjoyed a peculiar pleasure in 
putting local and personal prejudices at defiance, and exulting in the exercise 
of strong reasoning powers ; he has not hesitated to attack all that is peculiarly 
sacred to the feelings of his countrymen ; a characteristic strikingly displayed 
in his dissertation on the authenticity of Ossian’s Poems. These productions 
required no depth of argument, or minute investigation of facts, to support their 
authenticity in the feelings of an enthusiastic people : and those who did not 
believe them, had not troubled themselves with calmly meeting what they con- 
sidered unconquerable prejudices. 

Laing may, therefore, be considered as the first person who examined the 
pretensions of Macpherson on the broad ground of an investigation into facts. 
The arguments in this dissertation may be considered as of three sorts : the first, 
a logical examination of the arguments and proofs adduced, or supposed to be 
adduced, in favour of the authenticity of the poems, which, as the author has 
only sceptical arguments to produce, is tlie least interesting and satisfactory 
part of the investigation. The second body of arguments is drawn fiom con- 
temporary documents and chronological facts, — a portion of the subject in which 
the author showed his vast reading, and his power of clearly distinguishing 
truth from falsehood, constituting a body of evidence which finally demolished 
any claim on the part of ** the I’oems of Ossian ” as authentic translations of 
the productions of a Highland bard of the fourth century. The third part of 
our division, containing an examination of the internal evidence drawn from the 
poems themselves, if not the most conclusive part of the examination, is certain- 
ly that which gives us the strongest idea of the author’s critical ingenuity, and 
his powers as a special pleader. He produces tenns and ideas which could not 
be presumed to have entered into the minds of the early inhabitants of Britain, 
from their never having encountered the circumstances which legitimately rouse 
them, such as the idea attached to the term desert,” which cannot be a part of 
speedi with men who inhabit a wild and thinly peopled country, and can only 
be comprehended by those who are accustomed to see or hear of vast barren 
tracts of country, as opposed to cities, or thickly peopled districts. 

He produces similes, and trains of ideas derived, or plagiarised from the 
writings of other authors, particularly from Virgil, Milton, Thomson, and the 
Psalms ; and finally, he enters into a curious comparison between the method 
of arranging the terms and ideas in the Poems of Ossian, and that exhibited in 
a forgotten poem called ** The Highlanders,” published by Macpherson in early 
life. The author of such an attack on one of the fortresses of the national 
pride of Scotland, did not perpetrate his work without suitable reprobation ; the 
Highlanders were “ loud in their wail,” and the public prints swarmed with 
ebullitions of their wrath. Mr Laing was looked on as a man w'ho had set all 
feeUngs of patriotism at defiance : to many it seemed an anomaly in human na- 
ture, that a Scotsman should thus voluntarily undermine the great boast of his 
country ; and, unable otherwise to account for such an act, they sought to dis- 
cover in the author, motives similar to those, which made the subject sacred to 
themselves. As I have not seen Mr Laing’s History,” says one gentleman, 

I can form no opinion as to the arguments wherewith he has attempted to dis- 
credit Ossian’s Poems : the attempt could not come more naturally than from 
Orcadians. Perhaps the severe checks given by the ancient Caledonians to their 
predatory Scandinavian predecessors raised prejudices not yet extinct. 1 con- 
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oelve how an author can write under tlie influence of prejudice, and not leneible 
of being acted upon by it.” ^ Thif gentlemen, who had not seen Mr Laing^s 
History, probably conceived his observation to be one which would go bitterly 
home to th^ feelings of his opponent; but we fear Mr lAing^s feelings regarding 
the Celts were a strong armour against the arrow, as we have heard that he was 
personally partial to the Highlanders, so much so as to be designated by those 
who knew him, a regular Celt.’’ Mr Laing’s dissertations on the Poems of 
Ossian had the merit of causing to be produced The Report of the Committee 
of the Highland Society, appointed to inquire into the nature and authenticity 
of the Poems of Ossian,” conducted under the superintendence of Henry Mac-, 
kenzie, published in 1 805. 

At the same period, Mr liaing brought the controversy to a final issue, by 
publishing a work, which, with a sneer in its designation ho entitled ** The 
Poems of Ossian, &c. containing the poetical works of James Macpherson, Esq., 
in prose and rhyme, with notes and illustrations.” The nature of the ** notes 
and illustrations ” may easily be presumed ; the work indeed is a curiosity in 
literature. The edition of Ossian is a very splendid one ; and, like an animal 
decked for sacrifice, the relentless editor introduced it conspicuously to the world, 
with the apparent purpose of making its demolition the more signal. Within 
the same year, Mr Laing’s line of argument was answered by Mr McDonald, and 
two years afterwards, a long and elaborate work, complacently termed a con- 
futation,” was produced by the reverend Mr Graham, who, however, made a 
somewhat unlucky development of his qualifications for this task, by quoting the 
**De Moribus Germanorum” of Tacitus, referring entirely to the Teutonic 
nations, as authority concerning the Celts. Mr Laing never confuted his argu- 
ments, having never made the attempt 

In the mean time, Mr Laing’s controversial disposition had prompted him to dis- 
cover another subject, in the treatment of which he excited a still greater degree 
of wrath. In 1804, he published an edition of his History of Scotland, to which 
ho prefixed two volumes, containing ** A Preliminary Dissertation on the partici- 
pation of Mary queen of Scots in the murder of Darnley.” The purpose of the 
treatise was, with the authors usual decision and boldness, declared in the title, 
and through the whole of the lengthy detail of two volumes on one historical in- 
cident, he never wavers in the slightest degree from the conclusion of guilt. 
Having first formed his opinion in the matter — on good grounds, it is charitably 
to be presumed — he lays down and arranges his documents and arguments with 
the precision and conciseness of a lawyer, and no more hints at the possibility 
of the innocence of the queen, than the crown lawyer at that of his victim. 
Few who have ever read this extraordinary work can forget the startling 
exactness with which the arguments are suited to the facts, and to the 
guiding principles of the whole narrative of the renowned event laid 
before the reader. ** Mr Laing’s merit,” says a writer in the Edinburgh 
Review, who refers to this work as to one peculiarly characteristic of his genius, 

as a critical inquirer into history, an enlightened collector of materials, and 
a sagacious judge of evidence, has never been surpassed. If any man believes 
the innocence of queen Mary, after an impartial and dispassionate perusal of 
Mr Laing’s examination of her case, the state of such a man’s mind would be a 
subject worthy of much consideration by a philosophical observer of human 
nature. In spite of his ardent love of liberty, no man has yet presumed to 
charge him with the slightest sacrifice of historical integrity to his zeal. That 
he never perfectly attained the art of fiill, clear, and easy narrative, was owing 
to the peculiar style of those wTiters who were popular in his youth, and may 
1 Rev. Mr Gallie’s Letter to the Highland Society Commitee,— Report 30. 
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be mentioned as a remarkable instance of the disproportion of particular 
talents to general vigour of niind.*’^ 

Laing was intimately acquainted with Charles Fox, with whom he conducted 
an ample correspondence, the letters of which on both sides, still, we believe, 
exist unpublished, and would certainly form a very interesting ad^tion to our 
epistolary information regarding great men. That eminent statesman frequently 
quoted the historical wor^ of Mr Laing, as containing matter which could be 
relied on for its authenticity ; and Laing became an active and zealous supporter 
of the short administration of his friend, during which he represented his native 
county in parliament It is said, that notwithstanding the disadvantages df his 
manner, he was listened to and much respected as a speaker ; and he gave all 
the assistance which so short a period admitted to the plans of the ministry for 
improving the Scottish courts of law. After his brief appearance as a legislator, 
the state of his health prevented him from interfering in public business. Whether 
from excessive study and exertion, or his natural habit of body, he suffered 
under a nervous disorder of exc^essive severity, which committed frightful ravages 
on his constitiltion ; and it is said that he was required to be frequently sup- 
ported in an artihcial position, to prevent him from fainting. He retired to his 
estate in Orkney, and his health being to a certain extent restored by a cessation 
from laborious intellectual pursuits, his ever active mind employed itself in useful 
exercise within his narrow sphere of exertion : he improved his own lands, 
introduced better methods of cultivation than had been previously practised in 
the district, and experimented in the breeding of Merino sheep. He died in 
the end of the year 1818, having, notwithstanding the great celebrity of his 
works, been so much personally forgotten by the literary world, that it is witli 
difficulty that we have been enabled to collect matter sufficient for an out- 
line of his life. He was married to Miss Carnegie, daughter of a gentleman 
in Forfarshire, and sister-in-law to lord Gillies, wiio still survives liira. His 
property was succeeded to by Samuel Laing his ** elder” brother.^ Besides the 
works we have discussed above, it may be mentioned that he edited the Life of 
James YL, published in 1804. 

LAUDER, (Sir) John, lord Fountainhall, an eminent lawyer and statesman, 
was born at Edinburgh, on the 2nd of August, 164G.^ His father was John, 
afterwards Sir John Lauder, baronet, a irierc^hant and baillie of Edinburgh, a 
younger branch and afterwards chief of the family of Lauder of Bass and Lauder. 
The subject of our memoir was his eldest son, by his second marriage with 
Isabel Ellis, daughter of Alexander Ellis of Mortonhall. By this wife he had 
fourteen sons and two daughters ; by a previous marriage he had three children, 
and by a third wife, of whom mention will be made hereafter, he had four sons 
and two daughters. Of the early education of young Lauder, we know nothing, 
with the exception of a passing memorandum in his voluminous memorials ot 
legal matters, which shows that he had passed some time at the university of 
Leyden, at that time the principal continental resort of students at law. ** The 
university of St Andrews,” he says, “ claims to be freed from paying excise for 
all drink furnished to the scholars, and that upon the general privilege compe- 
tent to all universities by custom. I remember we enjoyed that privilege at 
Leyden, after our imniatriculation.” Having accomplished his preparatory 
studies, he passed as an advocate on the 5th of June, 1668, and commenced the 

lEd. Rev. xliv. 37. 

• Ed. Annual Register, 181S, p. 260 

* Register of baptisms in Edinburgh. For this, and all the other information relative to 
lord Fountainhall, not to be found in printed works, wo are oblised to a very curious MS. 
collection regarding him, made by his descendant Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, of which that 
gentleman lias kindly permitted us the use. 
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pnMStiGsl punult of his profession with rigour^ after having previously, as his 
early proficiency as a lawyer shows us^ prepared his mind by intense and accu« 
rate study. bVom my admission as an advocate/’ he says, in June, 1668, 

1 began to mark the decisions of the court of session and it is to his uninter- 
rupted industry in this occupation that we owe that valuable mass of precedents, 
known by the name of Fountainhall’s Decisions,” published in two volumes 
folio, and lately more fully re-edited from the original manuscripts. In a case 
which he reports during his earlier years at the bar, strong internal evidence, 
arising from the use of the first person singular — the unusual prolixity of the 
speech,^ and the absence of the name of the counsel, shows himself to have acted in 
that capacity. This action was at the instance of the town of Stirling, against tlie 
iinfreemen in Falkirk and Kilsyth, bearing date January 18, and June 25, 
1672. Lauder’s speech is a curious specimen of the mixed logical and rhetori- 
cal eloquence of the forensic pleading of the age, when the judges acted more 
as a deliberative assembly, than as a body of lawyers bound to the letter of cer- 
tain enactments ; and the person who addressed them, if he could not sway their 
passions as those of a modern jury are affected, had a wide field influence in 
their reason or prejudices. Contrasted with the restricted legal pleadings of the 
present day, the following commencement on the part of the learned gen- 
tleman for the prosecution,’’ would appear very singular : “ My lord commis- 
sioner, may it please your grace, what happiness and cheerfulness the eminent 
and most eloquent of zill the apostles, St Paul, expresses, when he is put to plead 
his cause before Festus and Agrippa, because the one had long been a judge in 
his nation, and the other was expert in all the manners and customs of the Jews, * 
the same gladness possesses the town of Stirling, and with them the whole royal 
burghs, that they are to plead in behalf of their privileges this day, before your 
grace, the great patron and conservator of them.” It is to be remarked, that, 
in this case, Lauder is pleading for the exclusive privileges of burghs, and in 
favour of monopolies. He opens his speech with a sketch of the arguments of 
his adversary, on which, probably with a wish to caricature them, he has 
bestowed an amiable liberality of doctrine, which Adam Smith could not have 
excelled, and told many politico-economical truths, which few liad then imagined. 
His own answers to the principles he thus beautifully lays down, sound harsh and 
jarring in comparison, although they were far more accordant to the principles 
of the time. ** Do not,” he says with considerable tact, think it a light 
matter to rob the royal burghs of their privileges, which are become their pro- 
perty by as good a title as any of you bruik your lands and estate. By what 
hand ye shall communicate these liberties (now called in question,) to the 
defenders, by that same shall ye lop off the royal burghs from being the third 
estate in the kingdom. Hemember that a threefold cord ought not to be easily 
broken. Consider that lamentable confusion may follow on loosing one pin of 
the government ; that the touching such a fundamental sacred constitution 
may unhinge the whole ; that government is like a sheaf of arrows fast bound, 
pull out one, all will follow and fall to the ground ; and how terribly dangerous 
such an innovation may be.” It will be held in mind, however, that each coun- 
sel was feed for the principles he maintained, and that the genuine opinions of 
both may have almost united in a happy medium.” The speech, on the whole, 
is full of classical learning, and statistical information, and cannot fail to 
convey a pleasing idea of the intelligence and talent of a forensic oralor of the 
seventeenth century. 

* Extending from p. 642 , to 679, of Brown’s Supplement, where It is staled ** Fountain- 
Imll’s Speech lor the Pursuers.” 
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Soon after this period, we find the subject of our memoir connected with one 
of those constitutional acts of resistance, for which the bar of Scotland has only, 
in a very few instances, been celebrated. It is well known to those acquainted 
with Scottish history, that a private litigation betwixt the earls of Dunferm- 
line and Callender interested the feelings or cupidity of Lauderdale, who was 
determined to influence the decision in favour of the former, by swaying the 
judges through his personal apjiearance on the bench, in virtue of his honorary title 
of ** an extraordinary lord of session.” The a/fair was managed by having the 
cause prematurely called in court, in defiance of statute ; and, a decision being 
come to ill favour of the pursuer, Callender lodged an appeal to parliament, a 
novel procedure, which it was the interest of the king and of the judges to stifle 
at its first appearance. There are few who will not acknowledge, that, a final 
appeal of litigated cases to the legislative tribunal of the country, is, if not a 
preventive, at least a check to the consequences of influence or prejudice in 
inferior judicatories. The absence of such a principle, and the decay of jury 
trial in Scotland, had both originated from the same cause. Parliament was 
anciently tlie%reat jury of the nation, and, with the king as its president, the 
court of last resort in all litigations : but becoming, from the nature of the infe- 
rior courts, overburdened with judicial business, which a large body of men could 
not easily accomplish, the full powers of parliament, in this respect, were 
bestowed on a judicial committee called the Lords Auditors, from which, through 
a gradation of changes, was formed the court of session, which thus, by its origin, 
united the duties of the jury, the law court, and the legislative body of last 
'resort. In these circumstances, it was not diflicult for government to discover, 
that a measure so unpleasing to itself, was a daring innovation of the consti- 
'tution,^* The counsel for the appellants, Lockhart and Cunningham, were 
desired to make oath regarding their share in this act of insubordination, and 
not only refusing, but maintaining the justice of appeals, were summarily pro- 
hibited the exercise of their profession. The members of the bar united to 
resent the insult and protect their rights, and fifty advocates, (probably very 
nearly the whole number then at the bar,) of whom Lauder was one,^ followed 
their distinguished brethren to retirement, and at the instance of Lauderdale, 
were banished twelve miles from Edinburgh. After a year’s exile, they were 
allowed to return, having managed to effect a compromise with the court. In 
another appeal, which was attempted not long after, the appellant was per- 
suaded to trust to the effect of recalling his appeal ; but the judges, on whom 
the mixture of intimidation and flattery appears to have produced little effect, 
adhered, notwithstanding an implied promise to the contrary, to their previous 
interlocutor. And so,’’ remarks Lauder in reference to the case, ** he was 
either ill or well served for his complimenting them. But the times were sudi 
that no rational man could expect a rectification from them of what had once, 
even through unawares, escaped them. When their honour was once engaged 
at the stake, they blushed to confess what is incident to humanity itself, nam 
humanum est errareJ*^ W ith regard to his own sufferings for judicial integrity, he 
remarks, 1 have few or no observations for the space of three sessions and 
a half, viz. from June, 1674, till January, 1676, in regard I was at that time 
debarred from any employment*, with many other lawyers, on the account we 
were unclear to serve under the strict and servile ties seemed to be imposed on 
us by the king’s letter, discharging any to quarrel the lords of session their sen- 

• Mackenzie's Memoirs, 293, where Lauder, among others, subscribes an address by the 
debarred advocates to the privy council. For a iartlier account of the affair, see the memoixs 

of Sir G. Lockluirt, and Sir G. Mackenzie. 
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tences of injustice, and was not restored till January, 1676.” After his resto* 
ration to his powers, his colijection of decisions shows Aat he was a well employed 
and actire counsellor. 

His next appearance in public life, is at the celebrated trial of the earl of 
Arnpyle in 1661, for a treasonable explanation of the test, for whom Lauder 
acted as counsel, along with Lockhart and six others. The vulgar prejudice 
against vindicating a person accused of any crime, together with the cautious 
vigilance of tlie crown, trammelled fora long time the legitimate powers of counsel 
ill Scotland, and especially in cases of treason, brought their duty so much under 
the arbiti*ation of the court, that a practice prevailed by which it was considered 
illegal to defend a person accused of such a crime, without the permission of 
government; and therefore every prudent advocate declined interfering till 
he could produce a royal warrant. In the present instance, Argyle's counsel 
had prepared and signed, as lawyers, an ** opinion ” that his explanation of 
the Ihst was a legal one. The consequence of this, as detailed in Lauder’s own 
words, was, that The councell named a committee to call my lord Argyle’s 
eight advocates, viz*.. Sir George Lockhart, Sir John Dalrymple, Messieurs Wal- 
ter Pringle, David Thoirs, Patrick Home, John Stewart, James Graham, and 
myself, for subscribing an opinion that his explanation contained nothing trea- 
sonable in it We were examined upon oath ; and it was called a new practice 
to sign opinions with us, especially in criminall cases importing treason, and a 
bad preparative ; though lawyers should not be prelimited nor overawed freely 
to plead in defence of their clients ; the privy council having authorized us to 
that purpose. Tho^ some aimed at imprisoning and depriving us, yet, after we 
had spoke with his royal hynes, he was pleased to pass it ; tho’, he said, if any 
bad use were made of our signed opinion, by spreading it abroad in Eng- 
land to incense them, or reproach the duke or the judges, he could not but 
blame us. It was afterwards printed in England, and Argyle^s triall, with 
another piece, called a Scotch Mist to wet ane Englishman to the Skin : being 
sundry animadversions on Argyle’s process.” 

Although his political proceedings do not seem to have been calculated to 
bring him within the atmosphere of court favour, he early received the dignity 
of knighthood ; at what precise period is not known, but apparently previous 
to the year 1681. Much about the same period, or some years afterwards, he 
appears to have acted as one of the assessors to the city of Edinburgh ; a cir- 
cumstance discoverable from his remarking, that on the 4th of November, 1685, 
the other gentleman who held that office was removed, from some cause con- 
nected with burgh politics, while he was retained. 

In 1685, Sir John Lauder became a member of the Committee of Estates; 
and for more than twenty years,^ until the treaty of union, he appears from 
the journals of the house to have performed his parliamentary duties with ac- 
tivity and zeaL He was returned for the shire of Haddington on the 23rd of 
April, along with Sir John Wedderburn of Gosford. His election was disputed 
by Sir James Hay of Simplum ; and the committee on ccmtroverted elections 
having reported that the votes were equally divided, a new election was pro- 
posed, when one of the voters for Sir James Hay being discovered to have given 
his vote after the election had been formally terminated. Sir John Lauder was 
declared the sitting member by a majority of onea Lauder was early discovered 
in his legislatorial, as he had been in his professional capacity, not to be a do- 

• The record shows him to have been returned of the following dates: 23d April, 1685; 
28ih April, 1666 : 3rd September, 1690 ; 9lh May, 1695; 8th September, 1696; 2l8t May, 
1700: 6th May, 1708; 6th July, 1704; 28th June, 1705; 3rd,October, 1706.— ulct. PnW. vob. 

vlil, SK, X, xi. 
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cile and obedient supporter of the measures of government. In the first parlia- 
ment which he attended^ he refused to vote for the forfaulture of the earl of 
Melville, who had fled from the wrath of government after the discovery of 
the Rye-house plot ^ 

He was a zealous friend to the protestant faith, when there were few in Scot- 
land who risked an open -defence of the religion to which they were so ardently 
attached. The government, who found it difficult to make the protection of 
protestantism a crime, had nevertheless power enough to harass him. ^On 
May 1st, 1686,” he says, Mr James Young, son to Andrew Young, writer to 
the signet, is apprehended by captain Graham, and kept in the court of guard, 
being delated as a copier and dispenser of a paper, containing reasons why the 
parliament should not consent to the dispensing with the penal laws against pa* 
pists, and reflecting in the end on such protestants as had apostatized ! and for 
having verses against the bishop of St Andrews and bishop of Edinburgh ; and 
he having in his examination named John Wilson and John Nasmyth, my ser- 
vants,^ as bringers of these papers to his chamber, the chancellor signed an 
order to captain Graham to arrest them, apprehending possibly to reach myself 
for libelling, as he termed it But they having named their authors from whom 
they had them, were liberated, and their authors, viz. Mr John Ellis, Robeii: 
Keill, &C. were cited.” — ‘‘ My two servants,” he afterwards says, ** being im- 
prisoned, and 1 threatened therewith, as also that they would seize upon my 
papers, and search if they contained anything offensive to the party then pre- 
vailing, I was necessitat to hide the manuscript, and many others, and intermit 
my historick remarks till the Revolution in the end of 1688, after which 1 be- 
gan some observes of our meeting of estates of parliament held in 1690-1)3 and 
95, and other'occurrents forreign and domestick, briefly summed up, and drawin 
togither yeiriy, (but not with such enlargements as 1 have used heir,) and are to 
be found up and downe in several manuscripts besyde me, to be reviewed cum 
dabit oUum Veus,'^ 

When James made his well-known recommendation to the parliament of Scot- 
land to rescind the penal statutes against Roman catholics, Lauder joined in the 
debate on the appropriate answer, in a spirit of moderation, which, according to 
the amount of his charity, the reader may attribute to prudence, or liberality, 
or both united. On the question, what term the parliament should bestow on those 
who professed the Romish faith, 1 represented,” says he, that there was no 
man within the house more desirous to have these odious marks of division 
buried, and that we might all be united under tlie general name of Christian. 
It is true the names under which they were known in our law were the designa- 
tions of the papistical kirk, heresy, error, superstition, popish idolatry, and 
maintainors of the cruel decrees of the council of Trent ; and though it was not 
suitable to the wisdom and gravity of parliament to give them a title implying 
os if they were the true church, and we but a sect, yet I wished some soft ap- 
pellation, with the least offence, might be fallen on, and therefore 1 proposed 
it might run thus, those commonly called Roman , Catholics ; that the most 
part of our divines calls us the catholics, and so Chamier begins his Panstratia, 
^ Vertuntur controversite, Catholicos inter et Papistas, The chancellor called 
this a nicknaming of the king, and proposed it might run in general terms 
thus, os to those subjects youPmajesty has recommended to us^ drc.” The mo- 
tion of the archbishop of Glasgow, that they should be simply termed Roman 
Catholics,” — a repetition of the king’s own words — was finally carried. But 

^ Act Pari., ix. Ap. 45. 

^ The term ** servant” is invariably used by Lauder and other lawyers of the period finr 
“ derk.” 
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howerer he might be inclined to be conciliatory about epitlieto, Lauder reiifted 
with drmneia the itrong attempt nukle by Janies and his eommisBkMMr^ tlie earl 
of Moray, towards the conclusion of the pariiament, finally to abolkii the 
penalties against Roman catholica In his manuscripts are preserved seventeen 
closely written pages of matter on this sidiject, entitled " A Disdonrse in 
defence, whereof part was spoken in the parliament^ of the Penal Lawe 
against Popery, and why the Toleration Act should not pass; and the rest 
was intended, but was prevented by the sudden rising of the paritament.” 
Frequent application, often in the most ccmtemptible of causes, has made 
the arguments contained in this able document too hackneyed to please a 
modern taste ; an impartial posterity, however, will reflect, that though liberal 
feeling has often been disgusted by a similar discussion of a question, which to 
this day bears the same name, the supporters of the penal laws against Roman 
catholics in the reign of James the Seventh, were not striking against freedom 
of opinion ; that they were a party which had just halted from a battle for their 
own privileges and liberties, and once more beheld them sternly menaced; 
that they did not wish to dictate to the consciences of an oppressed body of 
men, but were boldy preserving the purity of their own, by using the only means 
in their power to prevent the resuscitation of a church which sat in jiidgment 
over the mind, and was armed with a sword to compel obedience to its dictates. 
** It were,” says Lauder, ** a strange exceu and transport of Christian lenity 
and moderation, to abolish our laws against papists, who, by the principles and 
practice of their church, may show no favour to us ; hut will turn the weapons 
we arm them with to the total subversion of our religion words which had a 
meaning when a bigoted papal monarch sat on the throne, and the horrors of 
a high commission were in too fresh recollection ; but which have none when 
used towards a poor and powerless body, desiring to enjoy their own religion 
in peace. 

We must not omit to mention, that at the trial of the duke of Monmouth in 
1666, Sir John Lauder and other two counsel were employed to protest for the 
interest of the duchess, who was absolute proprietrix of the estate enjoyed by 
her husband. The criminal court would not condescend to receive a protest in 
a matter purely civil ; hut did condescend to forfeit the property of the duchess 
for the crime of her husband. It was afterwards, however, given back by the 
king. 

We pause in the history of his political career, to record a few domestic 
events which characterized the life cf Sir John Lauder. He had been married 
on the 3 1st January, 1669, to Janet Ramsay, daughter of Sir Andrew Ramsay, 
lord Abbotshall, whose father was the celebrated Andrew Ramsay, minister of the 
Grey-friars* church. This lady, after bearing him eleven children, died in 1 6 86. 
Her husband has thus aflectionately noted the event, ** 37 Februarii, 1686, at 
night happened mors charissima mtm eanjugis ndhi amarinsima et luctuosi9* 
Hma; so there is little to the 10th of March, 1 not having come abroad till 
then.*’ On the margin is written npta non oblivUcenda. In the curious fami- 
liar memorials which he has left behind him, we find frequent instances of that 
warm domestic feeling which is often the private ornament of men illustrious for 
their public and political intrepidity. To any disaster in his numerous family 
— ^for he had seven children by a second wife-— we sometimes meet such simple 
allusions as the following, buried among the legal notanda, or the political events 
of that feverish period: “17 Ueeembris, 1695, 1 entered on the bills; and 
my dear child Robert dying this day, the observes are the fewer, in resp^ of 
my absence for two days, and my other aflkirs, which diverted my constant at- 
tention that week.” Again, 31 July. 1696, Tuesday : my dear son William 
ur. 3 T 
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dying tbis day, 1 was absent tiU bis burial was over.’’ Sir John was a second 
time married on the S6tli of March, 1687, to Xdarion Anderson, daughter of An- 
derson of Balaam, ivbo survived him. 

The domestic tranquillity of tbis excellent man was long harassed by the 
machinations of a step-mother, — his father’s third wife, of whose heteroclite pro- 
ceedings we must give a slight sketch. This woman, Margaret Ramsay, daugh- 
ter to George Ramsay of Iddington, to whom Sir John Lauder’s father was 
united in 1670, at the ripe age of 66, prevailed on her husband to procure a 
baronet^s title, which he obtained in July, 1688, and'the lady, showing that she 
had more important designs than the gratification of female vanity, managed, by 
an artifice for which parental affection can scarcely form an excuse, to get the 
patent directed to her own son George, and the other heirs male of her body; 
without any reference to the children of the previous marriage. 

A document among the papers of Sir John Lauder, being a draft of an in- 
dictment, or criminal libel, at the instance of the lord advocate, before the privy 
council, against the lady and her relations, gives us his own account of the 
transaction : it is dated 1690, and commences ** Memorandum for Sir John 
Lauder, to raise ane libell at privy counsell at the instance of Sir J. D. (Sir 
John Dalrymple), his majesty’s advocate, for his majesty’s interest, and of Sir 
John Lauder, Mr William and Andrew Lauders, his brothers german, against 
Margaret Ramsay, &c.” Neither the Medea of Euripides, nor the old ballad 
of ** Lord Randal my Son,” gives a more beau ideal picture of the proceedings of 
the ** cruel step-dame,” than this formidable document It accuses her of having 

wearied her husband by her excessive importunity and ambition to procure 
and accept ane knight baronet’s patent that, having managed through her 
relations to direct the destination in the manner we have mentioned, tlie old 
gentleman immediately sent the patent to Mr Robert Lauder to be altered, and 
Mr Robert, certainly not having the fear of what are awfully termed consequences 
before his eyes, proceeded to his duty, when the enraged lady ** with several 
others of her accomplices, intending by force to have taken the patent from him, 
threatened to see his heart’s blood if he did not deliver it presently.” 
Farther, ** to fright her husband to comply with her unreasonable and unjust de- 
mands, she threatened that she would starve herself if that patent was not taken 
to her son, and that she would kill herself if she saw any of the complainers 
come near the house, and if he did not absolutely discharge them his presence 
and still more emphatically, ** she tore the clothes off her body, and the hoods oif 
her head, and sware fearful oaths, that she would drown herself and her chil- 
dren, and frequently cursed the complainers, and defamed and traduced them 
in all places, and threatened that she hoped to see them all rooted out, they and 
their posterity, off the face of the earth, and her children would succeed to all.’’^ 
A decree appears to have been obtained against the defenders in the privy council; 
and the patent being reduced in the civil court, a new destination was obtained, 
by which Sir John Lauder succeeded to the family title and estates on the death 
of his father in 1692. 

' Notwithstanding her ferocity, this woman seems to have managed to be regretted at her 
death. She is the only person to whom, from the date (April 18 , 17 lS), wo can apply a piece 
of doggrel. ** In obitum plea ac generosissimsB Domins D.A. ^Fountainhall, E%idiuin, 
ad usum et captum adelescentuli ejusdem filii Alexandri Lauder, ex industria aooommoda- 
tum. It thus elegantly commences : 

An quia matrons es, generoso stemmate nata 
' Fatorum rigido numine, ssncta cadis.” 

Or as it is Englished, 

” Fallen by the dismal stroke of harsher fate, 

Because by birth, but more by virtue great 

PamjfA/eti Ad. Idb, M. 4. 4. 
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Meantime, the Reyolutioh had brought him a relief from the dangeiff and dif> 
Bculties of opposition, and the hope of preferment and influence. He w ap- 
pointed a lord of session, and took his seat with the title of “ lord Fountainhall,’* 
on the 1st November, 1689. On the S7th of January following, he waa also 
nominated a lord of justiciary. In 1 6 9d, Sir John Lauder was ofibri^ the lucrative 
and influential situation of lord advocate ; but the massacre of Glencoe, an act 
characteristic of a darker age and a bloodier people, had just taken place ; the 
lukewarmness, if not criminality of the government, formed an impediment, and 
to his honour be it mentioned, he would not accept the proffered situation except 
on the condition of being allowed to prosecute the murderers. At the time when 
the Scottish parliament found it necessary to strike a blow for the property of 
tlie nation invested in the Darien scheme, it was proposed that the parliament 
sliould vote an address to the king, calling on him to vindicate the honour ot 
Scotland, and protect the company. The more determined spirits in tliat ex- 
asperated assembly demanded an act as the legitimate procedure of an inde- 
pendent body. Among these was Lauder. The address was carried by 108 to 
84, and a body of those who voted otherwise, with Hamilton and Lauder at their 
head, recorded their dissent^ He began at this period to show opposition to 
the measures of government. Along with Hamilton, he recorded a dissent from 
the motion of the high commissioner, for continuing for four months the forces 
over and above Uie 3000, which constituted the regular establishment.® He at- 
tended parliament during the tedious discussion of the several articles of tlie 
union, and we find his protest frequently recorded, although to one or two ar- 
ticles which did not involve the principle of an incorporating union, he gave his 
assent. In the final vote, his name is recorded among the noes. 

Soon after the union, on the appointment of circuits, old age interfered with 
lord Fountainhall’s performance of all his laborious duties, and after some un- 
willingness on the part of royalty to lose so honest a servant, he resigned his 
justiciary gown, and a short time before his death, he gave up his seat in the 
court of session. This good and useful man died in September, 1722, leaving 
to his numerous family a considerable fortune, chiefly the fruit of his own in- 
dustry. On a character which has already spoken for itself through all the actions 
of a long life, we need not dilate. His high authority as a rational lawyer is 
well known to the profession. His industry was remar^ble. His manuscripts, 
as extant, fill ten folio and three quarto volumes ; and there is .reason to be- 
lieve, from his references, that several were lost. 

In 1822, was published ** Chronological Notes of Scottish Affairs from 1680 
till 1701, being chiefly taken from the Diary of lord Fountainhall.” Unfor- 
tunately this volume is not taken from the original manuscript, but from an 
abridged compilation by a Mr Milne, a writer in Edinburgh ; a fierce Jacobite, 
who has disturbed the tranquil observations of the judge with his own fiery ad- 
ditions, apparently judging that his cause might be well supported by making 
an honest adversary tell falsehoods in its favour. A genuine selection from the 
historical manuscripts of lord Fountainhall would be a useful addition to our 
historical literature. 

LAUDER, William, a man renoivned in literary history, for having turned 
superior talents, and very high classical acquirements, to an attempt to defraud 
Milton of his fame. Of the period of his birth, which has escaped the patient 
investigation of Chalmers, we are totally ignorant. The earlier part of his life 
was passed in great obscurity, although it has been ascertained frem his own re^ 
marks-— in after life we believe— that he was connected, and not very distantly, 
with the respectable family of Lauder of Fountainhall. He received all his edii- 
1 Act. Pari., X. 269. * AcU Pari., x. 294. 
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(^tton in Edinburgh^ and passed through the umrenity with considerable credit 
After learing college, he seems to hare immediately resorted to teaching, as a 
means of gaining a livelihood ; his early career in this profeMion was for some 
time interrupted by an accident, which must have roatemlly affected his future 
course of liie. While standing near a party engaged in the game of golf, on 
BruntsAeld Links, near Edinbuigh, a ball strudc him on the knee ; the wound, 
which cannot have been very serious, festered from careless treatment, and he 
was compelled to submit to the amputation of his leg.^ In 17S4, he was em- 
ployed by professor Watt, then in bad health, to teach for him the class of 
Humanity, or Latin; and on the death of that gentleman he naturally 
exerted himself to procure an appointment as successor ; but though he had 
talents to teach, he had not sufficient influence to be appointed a professor. We 
are, however, informed that on this occasion the professors gratuitously honoured 
him ivith ** a testimonial from the heads of the university, certifying that he wss 
a fit person to teach Humanity in any school or college whatever.” ^ After this 
disappointment, his ambition sunk to an application for the subordinate situation 
of keeper to the univeiaity library, but this also was denied him. He appears 
indeed to have been a person whose disposition and character produced a 
general dislike, which was only to a small extent balanced by his talent and 
high scholarship. ** He was,’’ says Chalmers, with characteristic magniloquence, 
** a person about five feet seven inches high, who had a sallow complexion, large 
rolling fiery eyes, a stentorian voice, and a sanguine temper and Ruddimaii 
has left, in a pamphlet connected with the subject of our memoir, a manuscript 
note, observing, ** I was so sensible of the weakness and folly of that man, that 
1 shunned his company, as far os decently 1 could.” Huddiroan’s opinion, how- 
ever, if early entertained, did not prevent him from forming an intimate literary 
connexion with its subject. 

In 1738, Lauder printed a proposal to publish by subscription A Collection 
of Sacred Poems,” ** with the assistance of prf>fessor Robert Stewart, professor 
John Ker, (professor of Greek in Aberdeen, and affiprerards of Latin in £din- 
burgh), and Mr Thomas Ruddiman.” The promised work was published by 
Ruddiman in 1739, and forms the two well known volumes called ** Poetarum 
Scotorura Musas Sacrae.” ^ What assistance Stewart and Ker may have given to 
this work appears not be he known ; Ruddiman provided several notes, and 
three poems. ^ This work was creditable both to the scholar and typographer. 
It contains a beautiful edition of the translation of the Psalms and the Song of 
Solomon, by Arthur Jdinston, and similar sacred poems of merit, by Ker, Adam- 
son, and Hog ; it contains likewise a reprint of Eglisham’s somewhat ludicrous 
attempt to excel Buchanan^s best translated Psalm, the 1 04th,^ with the sarcas- 
tic ** judicium ” of Barclay on the respective merits of the competitors/ and 
several minor sacred poems by Scottish authors are dispersed through the col- 
lection. The classical merit of these elegant poems, has, we believe, never been 
disputed by tliose who showed the greatest indignation at the machinations of 
their editor ; nor it their merit less, as furnishing us with much biographical 
and critical information on the Latin literature of Scotland, among which may 
be mentioned a well written life of Arthur Johnston, and the hyperbolical 

1 Chslmera’s Ruddiiaan, 146. 

s Nichols’s Anecdotes, ii. 1S6. 

* Poetarum S^tonim Musts Saerto, sive quatuor eacrl codicis s^ptorum, Davidis et Solo- 
monis, Jobi et Jeremits, Poetid libri, per totidem Scotoe, Arch. Johnstonum, et J. Kerrom, 
P. Adamsonum. et G. Hogreum, Latino carmine reddlU : quibus ob argument! similHiidi- 
i)em, obnectantur alia Scotorum itidem opuscula sacra. Edinb* Ku^im i 1739. 

* Gertamen cum Getrgio Buchanano pro dignitute Paraphraseos Psalmi dv. 

* Bardai Judicium de certamino Eglisenintii cum G. Buchanano, pro cbgnltate Parai- 
pbraseos Psalmi civ. 
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praiiei, which proved «o detrimental to Uie fame of that poet Toaupport the 
fame of the au^or he had delighted to honour^ Lauder afterwardi engaged in 
the literary controfeny, about the oompantire merita of Buchanan and Johli*' 
ston, known by the name ** Bellum Grammaticale.”^ 

In 1740, the general BMembly recommended the Psalma of Johneton, at an 
useful exercise in the lower classes of the grammar schools ; but Lauder never 
realised from his publication the permanent annual income which he appears to 
have expected, ** because,” says Chalmers, ** he had allowed expectation to outrun 
probability.” In 1743, Lauder was recommended by Mr Patrick Cuming, pro- 
fessor of church history in the university of Edinburgh, and the celebrated Colin 
Maclaurin, as a person fitted to hold the rectorship of the grammar school of Dun^ 
dee, which had been offered to his coadjutor Ruddiman in 1710 ; he was again, 
however, doomed to suffer disappointment, and in bittenieM of spirit, and de- 
spair of reaching in his native place the status to which his talents entitled him, 
he appears to have died to London, where he adopted the course which finally 
led to the ruin of his literary reputation. His first attempts on the fame of 
Milton were contained in letters addressed to the Gentleman’s Magazine in 
1747, which that publication, certainly %vlthout due caution regarding charges 
so suspicious, unreservedly admitted for publication. The literary world indeed 
received the attacks on the honesty of the great poet with singular complacency, 
and the periodicals contained praises of the acuteness and industry of Lauder, 
some of which he afterwards ostentatiously published. The first person who eU 
tempted a discovery of the true merit of the attack, was the Reverend Mr 
Richardson, author of Zoilomastix, who, on the 8th of January, 1749, wrote a 
letter to the editor of the Gentleman’s Magazine, in which he maintained the 
falsity of Lauder’s quotations from some books not very well known even to the 
learned world; particularly insisting that the passage non me judice,” which 
Lauder had extracted ” from Grotius, was not to be found in that author, and 
that passages said to be from Masenius and Staphorstius, belonged to a partial 
translation of Milton’s Paradise Lost by Hog, who had written twenty years 
subsequently to the death of Milton.^ Although the editor of the Gentleman’s 
Magazine arrogated to himself the praise of candour for admitting the strictures 
of Lauder, yet this communication was not published until the forgeries had 
been detected in another quarter, on the ground of unwillingness to give cur- 
rency to so grave and unexpected a charge, without full examination. 

In 1750, Lauder having brought his design to maturity, published his Essay 
on Milton’s use and imitation of the moderns, in his Paradise Lost,” to which 
he prefixed as a motto the very appropriate line from the author he traduced, 
** Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme.” The reader is aware, that this 
book consists of a tissue of passages from obscure authors, from which it is main- 
tained that Milton surreptitiously filched the materials of Paradise Lost In the 
list are two of the critic’s own countrymen, Andrew Ramsay and Alexander 
Ross, both respectable Latin versifiers and good scholars, but neither likely to 
have been suspected of giving much aid to Milton ; in the introduction of the 
former of these, the critic may have gratified a little family pride, — he was 
father-in-law to lord Fountainhall, and consequently a connexion or relation of 
the author. Had the author confined his book to the tracing of such passages 

^ Fbr fturther information on this matter, vide the Memoir of Arthur Johnston in this ocd- 
lection. The reader may remark that we have there praised the classical acquirements of 
auditor Benson if he was the author of the Life of Johnston prefixed to the edition of his 
Psalms. The ciicumstance that the life in the Muss Sacra: is exactly the same, leads to the 
conclusion that it is by Lauder. 

’ Gent Mag., xx. 535. 
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of Milton, as accident has paralleled in far inferior poems, he might have pro- 
duced a curious though not very edifying book : and, indeed, he has given us a 
sufficient number of such genuine pamages, to make us won^r at his industry, 
and admire the ingenuity with which he has adapted them to the words of Mil- 
ton ; but when he produces masses of matter, the literal translations of which 
exactly coincide with the poem unequalled in the eyes of all mankind, we 
express that astonishment at the audacity of the author, which we would have 
felt regarding the conduct of Milton, had the attempt remained undetected. Am 
he spreads a deeper train of forgery and fraud round the memory of his victim, 
the author^s indignation and passion increase, and from the simple accusation of 
copying a few ideas and sentences from others, passion and prejudice rouse him 
to accuse Milton of the most black and despicable designs, in sudi terms as 
these : ** I cannot omit observing here, that Milton^s contrivance of teaching his 
daughters to read, but to read only, several learned languages, plainly points 
the same way, as Mr Phillips^ secreting and suppressing the books to which his 
uncle was most obliged. Milton well knew the loquacious and incontinent 
spirit of the sex, and the danger, on that account, of entrusting them with so 
important a secret as his unbounded plagiarism : he, therefore, wisely confined 
them to the knowledge of the words and pronunciation only, but kept the sense 
and meaning to himself.” It is generally believed that a character for probity 
is so dear to every man, that nothing but the temptation of gain, mingled gen- 
erally with a prospect of concealment, will prompt a man to dishonesty. Here, 
however, was a man whose object could not be gain, courting that which depends 
more than any other acquisition upon probity of mind — real or assumed fame ; 
and doing so by a bold act of dishonesty, which could not escape discovery, and 
which, in proportion as he had traduced others, would be revisited upon himselfi 
As I am sensible,” he solemnly says at the conclusion, ** this will be deemed 
most outrageous usage of the divine, the immortal Milton, the prince of English 
poets, and the incomparable author of Paradise Lost, 1 take this opportunity 
to declare, in the most solemn manner, that a strict regard to truth alone, and 
to do justice to those authors whom Milton has so liberally gleaned, without 
making the least distant acknowledgment to whom he stood indebted : 1 
declare, 1 say, that these motives, and these only, have induced me to make 
this attack upon the reputation and memory of a person, hitherto universally 
applauded and admired for his uncommon poetical genius : and not any difier- 
ence of country, or of sentiments in political or religious matters, as some weak 
and ignorant minds may imagine, or some malicious persons may be disposed to 
suggest.^ Tile violence of party spirit to which Lauder here alludes, has been 
alleged as a partial excuse, or rather motive, for his audacious act : but it may 
be more charitably, if not more naturally presumed, that the accidental discovery 
of a few of the parallel passages we have alluded to above, had prompted him 
to form a theory of universal plagiarism on the part of Milton, which a more 
than ordinary perverseness in favour of the creation of his own mind prompted 
him rather to support by falsehood, than resign ; while, as he afterwards par- 
tially admitted, spleen and disappointment may have sufficiently bladcened his 
heart, to make him scruple at no means of gaining celebrity, and triumphing 
over the world that had oppressed him. Add to this the angry feelings whi<£ 
may have been roused, and the real injury done to his interest, by a ludicrous 
contrast of his favourite author Johnston, with Milton, in that passage of the 
Dunciad which is levelled at the literary predilections of Benson : 

** On two unequal crutches proppM he came ; 

Milton’s on this, on that one Johnston’s name.” 
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There is no crime so severely punished by the world as injustice, which .is 
always repaid by a repetition of itself: hence the learned world which applauded 
the courag;e and ingenuity of Lauder, on the appearance of a full and explicit 
detection of his crimes, by his countryman Douglas,^ were seized with a 
confirmed hatred against the person who had duped them, and would not admit 
to his degraded name, the talents and information he undoubtedly possessed and 
displayed. Lauder subscribed a confession, addressed to Dr Douglas, explaining 
his whole conduct to have been caused by the neglect with which the world had 
looked on his previous labours. This confession is said to have been dictated 
by Dr Johnson, who was one of those on whom Lauder had imposed, or rather 
of those who chose to submit to be imposed on, which we may safely trace, 
in his case, to the grudge he never ceased to bear towards the republican 
poet The connexion of Johnson with Lauder^s work is, indeed, some- 
what mysterious. In a manuscript note on the margin of archdeacon 
Blackburne’s remarks on the life of Milton, Johnson has said, In the busi- 
ness of Lauder 1 was deceived, partly by thinking the man too frantic to be 
fraudulent.”^ But others have alleged, that he did more than believe the 
statements of Lauder, and even gave assistance to the work. Dr Lort had a 
volume of tracts on the controversy, in which he wrote, Dr Samuel Johnson 
has been heard to confess, that he encouraged Lauder to this attack upon Milton, 
and revised his pahiphlet, to which he wrote a preface and postscript.” On the same 
subject Dr Douglas remarks, It is to be hoped, nay, it is expected, that the 
elegant and nervous writer, whose judicious sentiments, and inimitable style 
point out the author of Lauder’s preface and postscript, will no longer allow one 
to plume himself with his feathers, who appeareth so little to deserve assistance : 
an assistance which, I am persuaded, would never have been communicated, had 
there been the least suspicion of those facts which I have been the instrument 
of conveying to the world in these sheets.” Boswell repels the insinuation 
that Johnson assisted in the preparation of the body of the work, assuring us 
that Douglas did not wish to create such a suspicion ; while he acknowledges 
the preface and postscript to have been the work of his hands. On a first peru- 
sal of the book, we were indeed struck with the sonorous eloquence and majesty 
of the commencement and termination, when compared to the bareness of the 
other portions of the work, and a slight hint is quite sufficient to convince us of 
the autliorship. The postscript contains matter much at variance with the other 
contents of the book, and had it been the work of Lauder, it might have gone 
far to redeem, at least the soundness of his hearty from the opprobrium which 
has been heaped upon him. It called for the admirers of Milton’s works, to 
join in a subscription to the grand-daughter of Milton, who then lived in an 
obscure corner of London, in age, indigence, and sickness. 

Notwithstanding his penitence, a desire to traduce the fame of Milton seems 
to have haunted this unhappy man like an evil spirit In 1754, he published 

The grand Impostor detected, or Milton detected of Forgery against king 
Charles the First.*’ An answer to this pamphlet appeared in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine for 1754, supposed to be from the hand of Johnson. After this 
period, Lauder quitted England, and for some time taught a school in Barba- 
doea ** His behaviour there,” says Nichols, ** was mean and despicable ; and 

* Milton vindicated from the charge of plagiarism brought against him by Lauder ; and 
Lauder himself convicted of several forgeries and gross impositions on the public, in a letter 
addressed to the right hon. the earl of Bath, 1751, (by Dr Douglas, afterwards bishop of 
Salisbury.) 

• Nichol’s Anecdotes, II. 551. 

10 Second edition, 78. 

11 Boswell’s Johnson, (Uroker*8 ed.) 1. 191. 



360 


L.AW. 


he pasted the remainder of his life in universal contempt. He died some time 
about the year 177 1^ as my late friend Isaac Reed ivas informed by the gentle* 
man who read the funeral service over him.”^ Chalmers mentions that there 
was published, in 1754, (probably just after his retreat from London,) a pam* 
phlet entitled, ** Furius : or a m^est attempt towards a History of the Life and 
surprising exploits of the famous W. L., critic and thie/>catc/ier,” a somewhat 
inappropriate name for the traducer of Milton. 

LAW, John, of Lauriston, comptroller-general of the finances of France, un- 
der the regency of Orleans, was born at Edinburgh, in the month of A^ril, 
1671. His mother, Jean Campbell, was descended from one of the numerous 
branches of the ducal house of Argyle. His father, William Law, was great- 
grandson of James Law, archbishop of Glasgow, and second son of James Law 
of Brunton in Fife. William Law acquired a considerable fortune by his pro- 
fession as a goldsmith in the Scottish metropolis, and purcliased the two estates 
of Lauriston and Randleston, a property of about 180 acres, in the parish of 
Cramond, and county of Edinburgh. He died shortly after making this pur- 
chase, leaving an only son, the subject of the present memoir, then fourteen 
years of age. 

John received his education at Edinburgh, and early evinced an uncommon 
aptitude for the more abstruse branches of study. He likewise became skilled 
in games of dexterity and hazard, and acsquired an enviable reputation in the 
tennis-court, a place of amusement then much frequented by young men of 
fashion in Scotland. But the early death of his lather had relieved him from 
many salutary restraints, and Beau Law — as he was commonly called by his com- 
panions— shortly after reaching majority, found his affairs in a state of embar- 
rassment, from which they were only extricated by the kindness and excellent 
management of his mother, who having obtained a disposition of the fee of 
Lauriston from her son, paid his debts, relieved the estate of its incumbrances, 
and executed an entail of tlie property. 

Law was now in London, where his personal accomplishments, fascinating 
manners, and devotion to gambling, procured him admittance into some of the 
first circles. An affair of gallantry, however, with another dissolute young man, 
led to a hostile meeting, in which Law killed his antagonist on the spot After 
a tnal before the king and queen's commissioners in the Old Bailey, which 
lasim- three days, the jury found the survivor in this duel guilty of mur^, and 
of death was accordingly passed upon him, 30th April, 1694. On a 
representation of the case to the crown, Iaw obtained a pardon; but was 
detained in the King’s Bench, in cxinsequence of an appeal against this extension 
of royal clemency towards him having been lodged by a brother of the deceased. 
He' found means, however, to make his escape, and got dear off to the con- 
tinent.^ ' 

Law w^ at this critical period of his life in the 26th year of his age. His 
dissipalion had not destroyed the tone of his mind, nor enfeebled those peculiar 
powers which had so early developed themselves in him. He visited France, 
then under the brilliant administration of Colbert, where his inquiries were par- 
ticularly directed to the state of the public finances, and the mode of conduct- 
1 Anecdotes, 11. 137. 

* On this occasion the fdlowing advertisement was published in the hmdm Gazette of 
Monday, 7th January, 1605 1 ‘‘Captain John Law, a Scotchman, lately a prisoner In the 
King’s* Bench Ibr murther, aged 26, a veiy tall, bia^ lean man, well-shaped, above six Aet 
high, large pock-holes in his ftoe, big high no^, speaks broad and loud, made his escape 
from the said prison. Whoever secures him, so as he may be delivered at the said prison, 
shall have fifty pounds iiaid immediately by the Maishall of the Kina's Bench.” We may 
here observe, that this cmription was the whole inaccurate, and leaves room to believe 

that It was designed luther with the view of fkdlitating than impeding his escape. 
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ing banking establiBhmenU. From France he proceeded to Holland^ where the 
mercantile system of those wealthy republicans, who had succeeded the meiehaiit 
princes of Venice in conducting tilie commerce of Europe, presented ^ hhi mind 
a vast and most interesting subject of investigation. Amsterdam was at this 
period the most important commercial city in Europe, and possessed a celebrated 
banking establishment, on the credit of which her citizens had been enabled to 
baffle the efibrts of Louis XIV., to enslave the liberties of their country ; a Mop 
sury, whose coffers seemed inexhaustible, and the whole system of which was an 
enigma to the political economists of other countries. Law, with the view ef 
penetrating into the secret springs and mechanism of this wonderful establish- 
ment, took up his residence for some time at Amsterdam, where he ostensibLy 
officiated as secretary to the British resident. 

About the year 1700, he returned to Scotland. He was now nearly thirty 
years of age, and had acquire^ a more accurate acquaintance with the theory ci 
commercial and national finances, as well as with their practical details, than 
perhaps any single individual in Europe possessed at this time. The contrast 
which Scotland presented to those commercial countries which he had visited 
during liis exile now struck him forcibly, and he immediately conceived the de- 
sign of creatingsthat capital to the want of wliich he attributed the depressed 
state of Scottish agriculture, manufacture, and commerce. Law’s views were not 
without 'foundation ; but unfortunately, he stumbled at the outset, by mistaking 
the true nature of capitaL The radical delusion under which he laboured from the 
outset to the close of his financial career, originated in the idea which had got pos- 
session of his mind, that by augmenting the circulating medium of a country we 
proportionally augment its capital and productive energies. Now, money is not al- 
ways convertible into capilai, that is, into something which may be employed 
towards further production ; for the creation of exchangeable products must, in 
the nature of things, precede the creation uf a general medium of commerce, and 
it is quite evident, that if we double the amount of the circulating medium witli- 
out doubling the products of industry, we just depreciate the curi’ency in the 
degree of the excess, and do not increase the resources or industry of a country 
in the least. But Law conceived that to her overflow of money alone Holland 
owed her national prosperity ; and he calculated that the increase of the cir- 
culating medium in ScoUiand would be absorbed by the increase of industry, and 
have no other effect than to lower the rate of interest. This view he developed 
in a publication entitled Proposals and Reasons for constituting a Council of 
Trade,” dated at Edinburgh, 31st December, 1700, and published at Glasgow 
in the follqwing year; and in a second and more important work, entitled 

Money and Trade considered, with a Proposal for supplying the nation with 
Money,” printed at Edinburgh in 1705. 

In the latter work, Law developed his views of banking and the credit 
system. He proposed to supply Scotland with money by means uf notes to be 
issued by certain coituriissioners appointed by parliament ; which notes were to 
be given out to all who demanded them, upon the security of land. In answer 
to the supposition, that they might be depreciated by excess or quantity, he ob- 
served, that ** the commissioners giving out what sums are demanded, and taking 
back what sums are offered to be returned, this paper-money will keep the 
value, and there will always be as much money ns there is occasion or employ- 
ment for, and no more.” Here his paoject evidently confounds the quantity of 
good security in the country, and the quantity of money which people may wish 
to borrow at interest, with the quantity necessary for the circulation, so as to 
keep paper-money on a level with the precious metals, and tlie currency of sur. 
rounding countries, a mistake which has prevailed to a very considerable ox- 

III. 2 z 
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tent in our own times. But notwithstanding of this capital error, Law has in 
the latter publication developed the principles and mechwism of banking in an 
astonisliingly able and luminous manner for the period at which he wrote. The 
court party, and the sgtiodrone, headed by the duke of Argyle and the marquess of 
Tweeddale, entered warmly into Law^s views ; but parliament passed a resolution 
“ that to establish any kind of paper-credit, so as to oblige it to pass, were an 
improper expedient for the nation.’* 

Law now resolved to oiler his system to some of those continental states whose 
finances had been exhausted by the wars of Louis XIV., and in which the prin- 
ciples of credit were imperfectly understood. With this view he went to Brussels, 
and from that city proceeded to Paris, where he won immense sums at play, and 
introduced himself into the good graces of the young duke of Orleans. The 
Succession war was at this moment occupying the attention of the French court ; 
Chamillart, unable to extricate himself from the difficulties of his situation in 
any other manner, was about to resign his functions as minister of finance ; the 
moment appeared favourable to our projector, and he made offer of his services 
to the French monarch. But the leading men of the day were totally unable to 
comprehend the plans of the new financier, and the name of Huguenot was no 
passport to the royal favour : so that the unexpected result of this negotiation 
was an order from the intendant of police to quit Paris in twenty-four hours 
as a state-enemy. Law found himself in a similar predicament at Genoa and 
Turin, but not before he had pursued his usual run of luck at the gaming-tables 
in these cities. After visiting several other continental c:ities, in all of which 
his fascinating manner procured him admission to the first circles, our adven- 
turer found himself possessed of a tangible fortune of considerably more than 
£ 100 , 000 , — ^the fruits of his skill and success at play. The death of Louis 
XIV., — ^the succession of the duke of Orleans to the regency, — and the 
deplorable state of the French finances, prompted Law to present himself once 
more to the attention of the French ministry. 

During the war of Succession — now brought to a close — Demarest, who had 
succeeded Chamillart as comptroller -general, had exhausted every possible 
means of raising money ; he had issued promissory notes under every conceivable 
name and form, — Promes9es de la caisse des emprunts. Billets de Legendre, 
Billets de V extraordinaire des guerres, but all without success ; the credit of the 
government was gone, and its ejfets of every description had sunk from seventy 
to eighty per cent in value. In this extremity, the expedient of a national 
bankruptcy was proposed to and rejected by the regent, who also refused to 
give a forced circulation to the royal billets, but appointed a commission 
to inquire into the claims of the state-creditors. The commission executed 
its duties with great ability ; but after reducing the national debt to its lowest 
possible form, and providing for the payment of the interest amounting to 
80,000,000 of livres, or about one half of the revenue, there hardly remained 
a sum sufficient to defray the ordinary expenses of the civil government, and 
that too, after having had recourse to a measure tantamount, in its effects at 
least, to a breach of faith, namely, a change in the nominal value of the cur- 
rency. By the latter scheme, the government foolishly imagined that they would 
pocket 200,000,000 of livres, but the sum on which they had calculated, only 
went into the pockets of the Dutch and the clandestine money-dealers. At this 
critical juncture, Law stepped forward in the full confidence of being yet able 
to rescue the government from bankruptcy, by the establishment of a well- 
regulated paper-credit His first proposal was to establish a national bank, into 
which was to be transferred all the metallic currency of the nation, which was 
to be replaced by bank-notes. Law regarded the whole nation as one grand 
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banking-company^ and Ins reasoning was this : — If a bank may increase tlie 
issue of its notes beyond the amount of Its funds in bullion, without risking its 
solvency, a nation may also do the same. But the private fortunes of .the 
individuals of a nation, it is quite evident, can never be held as security the 
notes which the sovereign authority may choose to issue; and unless such 
security is to be found in the resources of the government itself, it is equally clear 
that a paper-currency might sink in the course of a few months fifty or a hun- 
dred per cent below the value of the precious metals, and deprive individuals of 
half or the whole of their fortunes. Law seems to have regarded credit as every 
thing, — as intrinsic worth, — as specie itself. Still, notwithstanding this 
capital delusion, the memoirs which he addressed to the regent on the subject, 
contain many just observations on the peculiar facilities afforded to trade by the 
existence of a paper-currency : though they failed to remove the doubts of one 
sapient objector, who thought a paper-currency highly dangerous, on account of 
its liability to being cut or violently destroyed ! The council of finance, how- 
ever, rejected this scheme. The present cofijuncture, they thought, was not 
favourable for the undertaking; and this reason, added to some particular 
clauses of the project, determined them to refuse iL 

Law next proposed a private bank for the issue of notes, the funds of which 
should be furnished entirely from his own fortune, and that of others who might 
be willing to engage with him in the speculation. He represented the disas- 
trous consequences which had resulted from a fluctuating currency, the enormous 
rate at which discounts were effected, the difiiculties in the exchange between 
Paris and the provinces, and the general want of an increased currency ; and 
succeeded in convincing the regent that tliese evils might be obviated by the 
adoption of his plans even in their limited modification. The bank was accor- 
dingly established by letters patent, bearing date the 2nd of May, 1716. Its 
capital was fixed at 1200 shares of 5000 livres each, or about £300,000 ster- 
ling. The notes were payable at sight in specie of the same weight and fineness 
as the money in circulation at the period of their issue ; and hence they soon 
bore a premium above the metallic currency itself, which had been subjected to 
many violent alterations since 1689. The good faith which the bank observed 
in its proceedings, — ^the patronage which it received from the regent, — and the 
want of private credit, soon procured for it a vast run of business. Had Law 
confined his attention to this single establishment, he would justly have been 
considered as one of the greatest benefactors of the country, and the creator of 
a beautiful system of commercial finance ; but the vastness of his own conceptions, 
his boundless ambition, and the unlimited confidence which the public now 
reposed in him, suggested more gigantic enterprizes, and led the way to that 
highly forced and unnatural system of thin^ which eventually entailed ruin upon 
all connected with it 

Law had always entertained the idea of uniting the operations of banking with 
those of commerce. Every one knows that nothing can be more hazardous than 
such an attempt ; for the credit of the banker cannot be made to rest upon the 
uncertain guarantee of commercial speculations. But the French had yet no 
accurate ideas on this subject Law’s confidence in the resources of his own 
financial genius was unbounded, and the world at this moment exhibited a 
theatre of tempting enterprise to a comprehensive mind. The Spaniards had 
established colonies around the g^lf of Mexico, — ^the English were in pos- 
session of Carolina and Virginia, — and the Frendi held the vast province of 
Canada. Although the coast lands of North America were already colonized, 
European enterprize had not yet penetrated into the interior of this fertile 
country; but the chevalier de Lasalle had descended the Mississippi, to the gulf 
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of Mexico, and, taking poMession of tke country through which he paved in 
the name of the Eren^ monarch, give it the appellation of Louisiana. A 
eelebiated merchant of the name of Grozat had obtained the privilege of trading 
with this newly discorered country, and had attempted, but without success, to 
establish a colony within it Law’s imagination, however, was fired at the 
boundless field of enterprise which he conceived was here presented ; he talked 
of its beauty, of its fertility, of the abundance and rarity of its produce, of the 
richneu of its mines outrivalling those of Mexico or Peru, — and in the month of 
August, 1717, within five months after his embarkation in the scheme of the 
bank, our projector had placed himself, under the auspices of the regent, at the 
head of the famous Mississippi scheme, or West Indian company. This company 
was invested with the full sovereignty of Louisiana, on condition of doing 
homage for the investiture to the king of France, and presenting a crown of 
gold, of thirty marcs, to each new monarch of the French empire on his acces- 
sion to the throne. It was authorised to raise troops, to fit out ships of war, to 
construct forts, institute tribunals, explore mines, and exercise all other acts of 
sovereignty. The king made a present to the company of the vessels, forts, 
and settlements which had been constructed by Crozat, and gave it the monopoly 
of the beaver trade with Canada for twenty-five years. In December following, 
the capital of the West Indian company was fixed at 100,000,000 livres,' 
divided into 200,000 shares ; and the dil/ets d' etaty were taken at their full 
value from those wishing to purchjiso shares. (Tovernment paper was at this 
moment vastly depreciated on account of the irregular payment of the interest ; 
but although 500 livres nominal value in the public funds could not have been 
sold for more than 150 or 160 livres, the billets d* eiaty by this contrivance, 
soon rose to par. It was evident that these fictitious funds could not form stock 
for commercial enterprise ; nevertheless, the advance of the government debts to 
a rate so advantageous to the holders, increased the value of the government 
securities that remained in circulation, and the depreciated paper rose to full 
credit with the astonished public, who now began to place implicit confidence in 
Law’s schemes. The council of finance, however, looked with mistrust on these 
proceedings ; and its president, the duke de Noailles gave in his resignation, and 
WfOs replaced by d’ Argeiison, a man fiir loss skilled in matters of finance. 'J'lie 
jealousy of the parliament, too, was excited by the increasing influence of the 
Scottish financier, who had been heard imprudently to boast that he would ren- 
der the court independent of parliamentary supplies. By an aret of the 18th 
of August, 1717, the parliament attempted to destroy the credit of the notes of 
the hank, by prohibiting the officers of the revenue from taking them in payment 
of the taxes ; but the regent interposed, and Law was allowed to continue his 
operations. He, however,' encountered another formidable rival in d’ Argenson, 
who now proposed, with the assistance of the four brothers Paris, men of great 
wealth and influence in the commercial world, to form a company which, with 
a capital as large as that of the West Indian company, should advance large 
sums of money secured on the farms, posts, and other branches of the public 
revenue. This anti-system, as it was called, soon fell to pieces for want of the 
same energetic and fearless direction which characterized the schemes of its 
rival. 

I^aw now prevailed on the regent to take the bank under royal guarantee, 
persuading him that it was quite possible to draw into it the whole circulating 
specie of the kingdom, and to replace it by the same amount of paper-money. 
The notes issued by the royal bank, however, did not promise, es those of Iaw’s 
pri\-ate establishment had done, to pay in specie of the same weight and fineness 
as the specie then in circulation, but merely to pay in silver coin. This opened 
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a door for all the fluctuations which might occur in the real value of the coin 
called a livre, aflectUig the value of the paper-money. Law was made director- 
general of the royal bank, which, in a few months, issued 1,000, 000*, 000 of 
livres in new notes ; ** less,^ says the royal ar^t, ** not being sufficient for its 
various operations although this sum was more than all the banks of Europe 
could circulate, keeping go^ faith with their creditors. The directoiw^neral 
found it extremely difficult to support the credit of such an enormous issue, and 
for a while hesitated between the plan of insensibly transforming bank-notes 
into a real paper-money, by giving the latter a decided advantage over specie, 
which should be kept constantly fluctuating, and by receiving it in payment of 
the taxes ; or of creating a new and apparently lucrative investment for this 
paper, so as to prevent its returning upon the bank to be exchanged for specie. 
The latter plan appeared at last the preferable one. A colossal establishment 
was projected with a capital equal in amount to the public debt. This capital 
was to be divided into shares, which the regent was to buy with the paper-money 
tliat he was to manufacture ; he was then to borrow this paper anew to pay the 
creditors of the state ; and then by selling the shares, to retire the paper-money, 
and thus transfer the creditors of the state to the company. 

Accordingly, in May, 1719, the lilast India company, established by Riche- 
lieu, in 16G4, the affairs of which were then at a very low ebb, was incorporated 
with that of the West Indies ; and the conjoined companies received the name 
of the Company of the Indies, ** with the four quarters of the world to trade 
in.” Moreover,” says the edict issued on this occasion, beside the 

100.000. 000 of public debts already subscribed into the Western Company’s 
capital, there shall be a new subscription of 50,000 shares of 550 livres each, 
payable in specie.” In a short time, the newly created company engaged, by 
extending its capital to 024,000 shares, to lend the king the immense sum of 

1.600.000. 000, at three per cent, interest, and declared itself in a condition to 
pay a dividend of 200 livres upon each share. The public faith being yet 
unshaken, the shares hereupon rose to 5000 livres ; and when tlie king began 
to pay off the state-creditors with the loan now procured, many not knowing how 
to employ their capital, a new competition for shares in the great company arose, 
and shares actually rose in consequence to 10,000 livres. The slightest considera- 
tion might have served to convince any cool speculator, that the company had come 
under engagements which, in no circumstances, however prosperous, it could 
fulfil How was it possible that the company could raise annually 124,800,000 
livres for the dividend upon 624,000 shares P Or, supposing it able to mal^e 
an annual dividend of 200 livres a share, still the rate of interest being at this 
time about four per cent., the shareholder who had bought in at 10,000, thus lost 
one-half of the revenue he might otherwise have drawn from the employment of 
his capital. Tho truth is, the whole scheme was designed for the sole purpose 
of relieving the state from its debts by the ruin of its creditors ; but the immense 
fortunes which were realized by stock-jobbing at the very outset of the scheme, 
led on others to engage in the same speculation ; splendid fortunes were realized 
in the course of a single day ; men found themselves suddenly exalted as if by 
the wand of an enchanter, from the lowest station in life to the command of 
princely fortunes ; twelve hundred new equipages appeared on the streets of 
Paris in the course of six weeks ; half a million of people hastened from the 
country, and even from distant kingdoms to procure shares in the India com- 
pany ; and happy was he who held the greatest number of these bubbles. The 
negotiations for the sale and purchase of shares were at first carried on in the 
Rue Quincampoix, where fortunes were made by letting lodgings to the crowds 
who hastened thither for the purpose of speculating in the Bt(M*/ks. The murder 
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of a rich stock-jobber^ committed here on the 23ndof March, 1730, by a young 
Flemish nobleman, occasioned the proscription of that street as a place of busi- 
ness, and the transference of the stock-jobbing to the Place Vendome, and 
finally to the hotel de Soissons, ivhich Law is said to have purchased from the 
prince of Carignan for the enormous sum of 1,400,000 livres. 

Innumerable anecdotes are on record of the extraordinary vicissitudes of for- 
tune which took place during this season of marvellous excitement ; footmen 
stepped from the back to the inside of carriages ; cooks appeared at the public 
places with diamond necklaces ; butlers started their berlins ; and men educated 
in poverty and of the lowest rank suddenly exchanged the furniture and utensils 
of their apartments for the richest articles which the upholsterer and silversmith 
could furnish. Law himself, now arrived summa ad vestigia rerum,’* shone 
super-eminent above all the other attractions of the day ; princes, dukes, mar- 
shals, prelates, flocked to his levees, and counted themselves fortunate if they 
could obtain a smile from the great dispenser of fortune’s favours ; peeresses of 
France, in the excess of their adulations, lavished compliments upon the Scottish 
adventurer which set even decency at de^nce ; his daughter's hand was solicited 
by princes ; and his lady bore herself with hauteur towards the duchesses of the 
kingdom. Land in the neighbourhood of Paris rose to eighty or a hundred 
year’s purchase ; the ell of cloth of fifteen livres sold for fifty ; cofiee rose from 
fifty sous to eighteen livres ; stock-jobbers were known to treat their guests to 
green pease at a hundred pistoles the pint ; every yard of rich cloth or velvet 
was bought up for the clothing of the new eleves of fortune ; and the value of 
the silver plate manufactured in the course of three months for supplying the 
demands of the French capital amounted to iB7, 300,000 ! The regent, sharing 
in the general delusion, wished to place the wonderful foreigner at the head of 
tlie finances of the kingdom ; but then, in addition to his being an alien, he 
was a protestant also ; so 1’ Abbe de Tencin was charged with the important duty 
of his conversion, and this ecclesiastic succeeded so well in the task assigned to 
him, that on the 5th of January, 1730, all obstacles being removed. Law was 
elevated to the comptroller-generalship of the finances of France, and for some 
time after his elevation to the premiership, governed France with almost absolute 
power. Law’s fame had now reached its acme ; his native city of Edinburgh 
hastened to transmit to her illustrious son the freedom of citizenship in a gold 
box of the value of £300 ; the earl of Hay re-published some of his works with 
an adulatory preface ; British noblemen disdained not to pay their court to so 
successful an adventurer ; even the earl of Stair, then the British ambassador at 
Paris, trembled at the idea of Law’s overweening influence in the affairs of 
France, and viewed his boastful speeches in so serious a light, as to deem them 
matter of grave communication and advice to his government, — a piece of good 
faith for which the meritorious and discerning minister met with small thanks. 

The great drama, however, which Law was now enacting before the astonished 
eyes of all Europe, was soon to shift ; the glittering bubble on which he had 
fixed the eyes and expectations of aU France was rapidly attenuating to its 
explosion ; tlie charm by which he had swayed the mind of the million lay not 
in the rod of the magician, but in the implicit faith which people reposed in the 
skill and the power of its master, — and, that faith once shaken, tlie game of 
delusion was over. 

We have said tliat the shares of the India company had risen to 10,000 
livres each in the month of November, 1719. So long as they kept at this 
elevation, the credit of the bank remained unshaken. Its notes were found so 
very convenient in conducting the rapid negotiations of the Rue Quincampoix, 
that they were sought after with avidity, and even bore a premium of ten per 
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cent in exchange for specie ! Notwithstanding, however, of the boundless delu- 
sion under which men acted at this moment, it could not escape the eyes of the 
vigilant financier, that a constant and enormous drain of specie was going on, [ 
either in the way of exportation to foreign countries, or for the consumption of 
the jewellers and goldsmiths. To answer the large orders of the wealthy Mis- 
sissippians, and to guard against a run upon the bank in these circumstances, the , 
master-projector had again recourse to forced measures. Edicts were issued 
declaring the value of bank-notes to be five per cent* above that of specie, and 
forbidding the use of silver for the payment of any sum exceeding 100 livres, 
or of gold in payments exceeding 300 llvres. Law thought by these expedients 
to confine the use of specie to small transactions alone, while those of any mag- , 
nitude could still be conducted by the fictitious currency which he had called 
into existence. At the same time, to give a fresh impulse to the stock-jobbing 
transactions, which had experienced a perceptible decline, he presented himself 
personally in his ministerial robes, and surrounded by a number of the nobility 
in the Hue Quincampoix, where his presence instantly excited a lively sensa- 
tion ; and the report being industriously propagated that new edicts were about 
to be issued, conferring additional privileges on the great company, the actions 
which had fallen to 12,000 livres, rose to 15,000. Still the public credi- 
tors hesitated to employ the notes now issuing in extinction of their debts in 
piin^hasing India stock ; and the enormous sum of 1,000,000,000, remained 
floating in the form of bank notes, for which no species of investment could be 
found. 

A publication issued at this juncture by Law, under the title of Leitre a un 
CreancieTy failed to satisfy their scruples, and actions again fell to 12,000 
livres. Meanwhile, specie, in spite of successive depreciations effected upon it 
at the suggestion of the minister of finance, entirely disappeared ; still the govern- 
ment kept issuing notes to the immense amount of 1,925,000,000, between the 
1st of January, and the 20th of May, 1720, and the price of every thing 
advanced in almost hourly progression. On the 1 1th of March, a second letter 
from the minister of finance appeared, in which he employed the most ingenious 
sophistry in defence of the exaggerated value at which the paper-currency was 
attempted to be maintained. The choice of a standard value, the great financier 
contended, was wholly a matter of opinion. To support the value of any article 
ill the opinion of the community, it is only necessary to decline selling it under 
a certain price. Houses, lands, and other articles of property, have a certain 
value in the opinion of mankind, just because some people desire to purchase 
them, and others will not part with them ; but i^ all the proprietors of houses 
and land were willing to get rid of their property at one and the same time, 
what value would it have in the market ? It is easy to answer such palpable 
sophistry as this. Houses and lands are possessions fit for certain purposes 
which men require ; it is their fitness which constitutes their value ; but in tlie 
case of those shares whose value. Law contended, ought to be quite as real as 
that of any other article of property, it is most evident that they have no value, 
unless the profit to be derived from commerce in them be not proportioned 
to the price at which the stock was purchased ; from the moment, in fact, that 
they cease to become marketable they are stripped of their value. A system 
supported by such desperate reasoning as Law had here recourse to, must have 
appeared tottering to its fall in the eyes of every rational man; the public 
credit of France was about to give way ; the Adantean shoulders on which it 
had been hitherto supported, could no longer prop the mighty burden. Govern- 
ment at last perceived that too great an extension had been given to what Law 
called credit y and that to re-establish the value of paper, it would be necessary 
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to diminisli ils amount On the 2l8t of May, the death-blow was gi?en to the 
whole gigantic system of our Scottish projector, by an edict which announced 
that a progressive reduction of the India company’s action, and of bank-notes, 
was to take place from that day till the 1st of December, when it was 
declared that the bank-notes should remain fixed at one half of their present 
value, and the actions at four-ninths. Law, whose influence with the govern- 
ment was now rapidly sinking, or rather was annihilated, felt himself too weak 
to resist this measure, and actually consented to announce it himself. 
The public eye was now opened in one instant to the delusion which had 
been practised upon it, and the next day every one was anxious to get rid 
of his paper-money at any sacrifice. The catastrophe, though inevitable in the 
nature of things, was hastened by the artifices of the cardinal Dubois, who used 
every means to injure Law in the opinion of the regent; and by the irritation 
of the finance-general, and the parliament of Paris, who regaled the foreign 
projector as their bitter enemy. The united efforts of such a powerful party 
appear to have made a deep impression on the mind of the regent, who, in a 
letter of lord Stair’s, dated 12th March, 1720, is represented as abusing the 
comptroller cruelly to his foce, and even threatening him with the Bastile. The 
same authority informs us that the minister himself was at this period reeling' 
under the weight of that complicated and stupendous system of which he now 
found himself the prime support and mover. “ Law^s head is so heated,” he 
writes, that he does not sleep at nights, and has formal fits of frenzy, lie 
gets out of bed almost every night, and runs stark-staring mad about the room 
making a terrible noise, — sometimes singing and dancing,— at other times 
swearing, staring, and stamping, quite out of himself. Some nights ago, his 
wife, who had come into the room upon the noise he made, was forced to ring 
the bell for people to come to her assistance. The officer of Law’s guard was 
the first that came, and found Law in his shirt, who had set two chairs in the 
middle of the room, and was dancing round them quite out of his wits.” 

The consequences of this rash edict were frightful ; the government was 
upbraided for having been the first to impeach that credit to which it had itself 
given original existence, and cliarged with the design to ruin the fortunes of 
the citizens; seditious and inflammatory libels were posted throughout the 
streets ; tlie mob assailed the .hotels of I^aw and other members of the cabinet ; 
and even the life of the regent himself was threatened. In this emergency, the 
parliament assembled on the 27th of May, and terrified at tlie consequences of 
their own measures, were about to petition the regent to revoke the unfortunate 
edict ; but while yet deliberating with this purpose, an officer announced to 
them that the paper had been restored to its former value, by a new pro- 
clamation. However, if the firat step had been bad, the second was little less 
weak and unwary. To declare that the actions and billets had resumed their 
full value, was doing nothing of real consequence to allay the ferment of the 
public mind ; for such a measure was founded on no principle which could 
operate in the slightest degree to restore to paper-money the confideime it had 
lost ; it was doing nothing to recompense those who had already suflered in- 
jury, and it was eflectiially securing the ruin of all others on whom the value- 
less paper could now be fixed as a legal tender. And to add to all this con- 
fusion and distress, the repositories of the bank w^ere sealed up the same day, 
under pretence of examining the books, but in reality to prevent the specie from 
being paid away in exchange for notes. At last, after the first moments of 
alarm and outrage were over, the regent ventured to resume those expressions of 
confidence towards Law which he bad been compelled to withhold from him for 
a time ; he received him in his own box at the opera, and gave him a guard to 
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protect his hotel from the insult of the exasperated populace. The infamous 
Dubois, who liad enriched himself by his speculations during the height of tiie 
Mississippi madness, now united with Law to expel Argenson from the cabinet ; 
and the regent, whose character, though intrepid, was not without its weak points, 
was persuaded at their instigation, to take the seals from his faithful minister, 
and bestow them upon Agnesseau, who tamely resumed the high office, from 
u liich he had been expelled by the very men to whose itilluence he now beheld 
himself indebted for liis second elevation. 

Nothing could now save the system of the great financier ; his billets and ac* 
lions were for ever stripped of tlieir value in the eye of the public ; and the most 
expedient measure that could now be adopted wiUi regard to them, was to with- 
draw them as promptly as possible from circulation. To demolish in the most 
prudent manner the vast structure reared by his own labour, was now the high- 
est praise to which Law could aspire. Dy a series of arbitrary iitiancial opera- 
tions, which it would be tedious here to relate, the public creditors were reduced 
to the utmost distress, the national debt annihilated, and the whole aflairs 
of the kingdom thrown into the utmost perplexity. “Thus ended, to use the 
words of Voltaire,- ‘‘ that astonishing game of chance played by an unknown 
foreigner against a whole nation.^’ Its original success stimulated various in- 
dividuals to attempt imitations of it, — among which the most famous was the 
South Sea bubble of England, which entailed disgrat^e and ruin on many thou- 
sands of families. ' It would be doing injustice to Law’s character were we to 
view him as tlie sole author of these misfortunes : his views were liberal beyond 
the spirit of the times in which he lived ; he had unquestionably the real com- 
menual interests of his adopted foster-country at heart ; he did not proceed 
on speculation alone ; on the contrary, his principles were to a certain degree 
the very same as those the adoption of which has raised Britain to her present com- 
mercial greatness, and given an impulse to trade throughout the world, such as 
was never witnessed in the transactions of ancient nations. Dis error Jay in 
over-estimating the strength and breadth of the foundation on which his gigantic 
superstructure rested. Unquestionably in his cooler moments he never contem- 
plated carrying the principle of public credit to the enormous and fatal length 
to which he w'<*is afterwards driven by circumstances; it was the unbounded 
confidence of the public mind, prompted by the desire of gain and the miracu- 
lous effects of the system in its earliest development, — the enthusiasm of that 
mind, transported beyond all bounds of moderation and forbearance, by a first 
success eclipsing its most sanguine expectations, realizing to thousands of indi- 
viduals the possession of wealth to an amount beyond all that they had ever 
conceived in imagination, — the contagious example of the first fortunate specu- 
lators intoxicated with success, and fired to the most extravagant and presump- 
tuous anticipations, by Avhich men can he lured into acts of blinded infatuation or 
thoughtless folly, — it w'as these circumstances, we say, over which Law had neces- 
sarily little control, that converted his projects into the bane of those for whom 
they w'ere at first calculated to serve as a wholesome antidote. 

Law was in fact more intent on following out his idea than aggrandizing 
his fortunes, liiches, influence, honours, were showered upon him in the neces- 
sity of things ; the man who had given birth to the wealth of a whole king- 
dom, whose schemes had for a while invested all who entered into them with 
imaginary treasures, — by whose single mind the workings of that complicated 
engine which had already produced such dazzling results, as seemed to justify 
the most extravagant anticipations of the future, were comprehended and direct- 
ed, — must have risen during the existence of that national delusion, to the highest 
pinnacle of personal wealth and influence, and might, though only endowed with 
HI. 3 A 
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a mere tithe of ihe iurecastingsagacity of Law, have providetl lor his retreat, niul 
secured a sufficient competency, at least beyond the possibility of loss or hazard, 
as thousands in fact did upon the strength of his measure. But Law, in deluding 
others, laboured under still stronger delusion himself ; — like the fabled Franken- 
stein, he had created a monster whose power he had not at first calculated, and 
the measure of which he now found he <Mm1d not prescribe, and he awaited 
the result with mingled feelings of hope, fear, and distrust. It was the igno- 
rant interference of others with his own mysterious processes, whitdi finally de- 
termined the fatal direction of those energies which he had called into being, 
and which he might have been able, if not to restrain, at least to direct in another 
and less ruinous manner. VVe are far from professing ourselves the imqualiAed 
apologists of our enterprising countryman. It was criminal in him to make use 
of remedies of such a desperate kind as those to which he had recourse when his 
system began to stagger under its first revulsions ; doubtless bis temptations were 
strong, but, invested as he was with authority, it was in bis power to have re- 
sisted them, and adopted a less empirical mode of treatment In estimating his 
moral character, it d(tes not appear to us, that his renouncing protestantism, under 
the circumstances in w'lii<‘.h he was placed, ought to weigh much against the up- 
rightness of his intentions, lieligion was with him a matter of inferior moment 
111 his previous life he had manifested no symptoms of piety ; an utter stranger 
to the faith and power of the gospel, protestantism was superior to any other 
ism with him, just in as far ns it favoured his worldly policy. lie believed 
himself possessed of means to elevate a whole nation in the scale of weaUh and 
power, with all their atteruhint benign influences, and to give an impulse by 
means of the fortunes of France to the destinies of the human species : and is it 
to be supposed, that this consideration, throw'n into the balance, should not 
have caused that scale in which was placed a mere nominal profession of a 
r;digion — the truth of which he neither knew nor respected — to kick the 
beam P 

Before resuming the thread of our biography, let us for a moment f:ompare 
the financial catastrophe we have now been considering, with that of the assig- 
nats of revolutionary France, and the celebrated crisis of the bank of Fng- 
]a:id7n 1797 ; — we shall discover striking points of resemblance in the circutn- 
slatices which led to these events, and draw from their comparison a few 
important truths. Credit is founded on the supposition of future value ; it is 
this prospective value which is made to circulate as if it were existing value, in 
the form of a bank-note. Law founded his schemes upon tha great basis of 
credit, which again be proposed to create by the profits arising from specula^ 
tion in the shares of his India company. The financiers of revolutionary France 
wished to pay the national debt and the expenses of a universal war, with the 
national funds ; but finding it impossible from the want of public confidence, or 
credit, to sell these funds, they anticipated their sale, and represented their sup- 
posed future value by paper-money called ixssignats. The bank of England, in 
return for its loans to the government, supposed the existence of two species of 
value, and accepted of these species in payment : the efteots tbomselves, namely, 
of commerce, and the securities of the state, — the former a certain value, and 
the latter necessarily fluctuating with the political aspect of the times. In these 
three cases, we perceive three species of doubtful value ; Law’s share represented 
a future, but speculative and very uncertain value ; the assignats represented cer- 
tain funds which might ere long pass from under the hands of their present ad- 
ministrator ; and the notes of the bank of England represented a value de- 
pending upon engagements, regarding the ability of the state to fulfil which 
there existed no absolute certainty. Now the crisis produced by the fluctuation 
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of tliese three species of credit correspoiided to llie difference of circumstances 
in the three cases. The sudden displacement of an enormous sum raised the 
shares of the East India company to an enormous premium ; but a rapidly es- 
tablished credit is exposed to an equally or still more precipitous decline ; for 
that true credit which is founded on the solid basis of real success, must neces- 
sarily be as slow in its growth as the success itself. The assignats again could 
not experience such a sudden rise in value, for they represented a certain por- 
tion of land, a species of value least of all exposed in the nature of things to 
rapid fluctuation. In proportion, however, as the public confidence in the per- 
manence of the administration declined, the assignats declined in value ; and 
in proportion as they declined in value, the existing government was compelled 
to supply the loss of funds by increasing the issue, which again operated to de- 
preciate its paper money. The notes of the bank of England, depending on 
mercantile credit or the real security of responsible funds, as well as on govern- 
ment security, were only slightly affected in credit by the political aspect of the 
times. In all the three cases, public credit was attempted to be supported by 
forcible measures, the injustice of which was just in proportion to the degree of 
suspicion which attached to that false system of credit which they were designed 
to support. Law fixed the value of shares in notes, and thus forced a circula- 
tion for the latter. The French revolutionary government punished the refusal 
of its assignats, at their nominal value, with death. In England the bank was 
relieved of the obligation to cash its notes at sight. Law again endeavours to 
drive specie altogether out of the market, and render paper the only legal 
tender ; the revolutionists fix the maximum of all exchange ; and the bank of 
England, whose security uas less questionable, threw itself on the patriotism of 
the LoikIoii merchants, who relieved it from its embarrassment by agreeing to ac- 
cept of its notes in ptiymeni from their debtors. Thus we see, Uf, that every 
system of public ci*edit ought to represent a certain real value, and not to be 
founded on more anticipation of a value yet to be created ; iLndly^ that it is im- 
possible, by fixed measures, to sustain an arbitrary value ; and, ^rdly, that where 
forced values are resorted to, they are rejected by all who are at liberty to re- 
ject them, and are followed by the ruin of those who are not in a condition 
to refuse them. 

Law, at his last interview with the duke of Orleans, is reported to have said : 

luy lord, 1 acknowledge that I have committed great faults ; 1 did so because 
I am a man, and all men are liable to err ; but 1 declare to your royal high- 
iiera that none of them proceeded from knavery, and that nothing of that kind 
will be found in the whole course of niy conduct a declaration which the re- 
gent and the duke of Bourbon bore frank testimony to, at the same time that 
tliey suggested tlie expediency of his leaving the kingdom, for which purpose 
they ofiered to supply him with money, his whole property having been confis- 
caled ; but Mr Law, though in possession of only 800 louis d’ors, the wredc of a 
furiune of 1 0,000,000. of livres, refused to receive any assistance from other 
funds than his own, and on the 22iid of December, L720, arrived at Brussels, 
where he was received with the greatest respect by the governor and resident 
nobility. Early in January, 1721, he appeared at Venice, under the name of 
M. du Jardin, where he is said to have had a coiifei'ence with the chevalier de 
St George, and the famous cardinal Alberoni, minister of Spain. E'rom Venice 
he travelled through Germany to Copenhagen, where he had the honour of an 
audience with prince Erederick. During his residence at the Danish capital he 
received an invitation from the British ministry to return to his native country, 
with which he complied, and was presented on his arrival to George I. by Sir 
John iNorris, the admiral of the Baltic squadron. On the 2Hth of NovenilH^r he 
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pleaded nt the bar of the king's bench his majesty’s pardon for the murder of 
Kdu'ard Wilson, and was attended on this occasion by the duke of Argyle, the 
earl of Hay, and several other friends. 

Mr Law’s re-appearance in Britain excited some uneasy feelings on the part 
of various senators. The earl of Coningsby, in particular, moved the house of 
lords for an inquiry, whether Sir John Norris had orders to bring over a person 
of his dangerous character. The adair, however, was hushed, and it Is thought 
that he at first received some kind of pension or allowance from the British 
government. Meanwhile, he maintained a constant correspondence with the 
regent of France, who caused his official salary of 20,000 livres per annum to 
1)0 regularly remitted to him, and held several consultations with the council re- 
specting the propriety of rewilling him. The sudden death, however, of the re- 
gent, on the 2nd of December, 1723, was a fatal blow to the reviving hopes of 
the cl-devant minister of finan(;e. His pension ceased to be remitted, his pros- 
pect of a reversion from the sale of his property in France was annihilated, his 
crnbari'assments nt home increased, and demands were made upon him by the In- 
dia company to the enormous amount of 20,230,375 livres. On the 25tli of 
August, 1724, we find him addressing a letter to the duke of Bourbon, from 
London, in which he writes : 

Notwithstanding the confusion in which iny afiaiis have become involved, 
one hour will suffice to put your highness in full acquaintancM) with them. The 
subjoined memoir explains by what means 1 purpose to fulfill my engageinenls 
and obtain a livelihood for myself. The iiieaiis which 1 suggest are of the very 
simplest nature. It is likewise the interest of the state that my afihirs should 
he wound up ; for although the number of thosd wlio desire my return is not 
groat, tlieir confidence in me is considerable, and must either destroy or retard 
the success of those measures wliicli have been adopted by those persons to whom 
the king luis been pleased to intrust the nianagenieiit of the finances. If my 
matters were arranged, madame Law, my daughter, my brother, and his family, 
would return to England, and I would fix myself here in such a manner as 
should convince the public that 1 entertained no intention of ever again setting 
foot in France. 

Those who have set themselves to oppose me, by retarding the decision in 
my case, have acted thus upon a mistaken principle altogether, and against their 
own view of things ; they accuse me of having done the thing which they would 
have done themselves if they had been in my place ; and in examining into my 
conduct they are unintentionally doing me a great honour. There are few, 
perhaps no instances, of a stranger having acquired the unlimited confidence of 
a prince, and realized a real fortune by means perfectly honourable, and who 
yet on leaving France reserved nothing for himself and his family, not even the 
fortune which he had brought into the country with him. 

Your highness knows that 1 never entertained the idea of making my escape 
from France. I had made no provision for this purpose when it was announced 
to me that the regent had ordered me to be provided with passports ; for 1 had 
indeed at one time thought of quitting tlie kingdom, when 1 requested his royal 
highness's permission to resign my ofiice ; but after that I had deliberated upon 
the reasons which the prince then urged against my taking this step, 1 renounced 
the idea altogether, although fully aware of the personal danger to which I 
would expose myself, by remaining in France after having ceased to hold office 
in the administration. 

“ 1 have said that my enemies have advised no measures opposed even to their 
own principles ; for if what they allege had been true ; if I had (»rried a 
great sum of money with me out of the kingdom, — it wuulds urely have been tkeir 
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truest policy to have induced me to return with my son. If they had acted dis* 
passionately in this matter, they would have adorded me every facility in arrang- 
ing my adairs ; and it is my belief that, had his highness the duke of Orleans 
lived, I would have been invited back to France. A short time before the 
prince’s death, he was pleased to express his approbation of my conduct ; to 
give me certain marks of his esteem ; he was satisded that my plans would have 
completely succeeded, if the juncture of extraordinary circumstances had not 
compelled others to interfere with them ; be felt that he yet required my assis- 
tance ; he asked my opinion regarding the present situation of the kingdom, 
and he was pleased to say that he yet counted on my aid in raising France to 
her proper elevation and weight in ICurope. These are facts with which 1 am 
persuaded your liighness was made acquainted by the prince himself,” 

The late M. Law de Lauriston transmitted to Mr Wood, the biographer of the 
Comptroller-fieneral, a complete copy of the memorial which accompanied this 
L'tter, and of which only some detached fragments are published in the CEuvres 
de J. Law,” Paris 1790. Mr Wood supplies us with the following passage 
fnun this document: ** When I retired to Guerniande,” says the memorialist, 

1 had no hopes that the regent would have i>ermitted me to leave the king- 
dom ; 1 had given over all thoughts tliereof when your highness sent to inform 
me of his intention to accord that permission ; and the next day, immediately 
on receiving the passports, 1 set ofti Consider, my lord, if being in the country, 
removed from any paper and books, it were in my power to put in order affairs 
tliat required not oidy leisure, but also iiiy presence in Paris, to arrange 
pro[»erly ; and if it is not a piece of great injustice for the India company to 
wish to take advantage of thb condition to wliich 1 was reduced ; and of the 
dishonest conduct of clerks, in requiring from me payment of sums 1 do not in 
fact owe, and whicli, even though I had been owing, were, as T have shown, 
expended for their service, and payable in actions or notes, of which edects be- 
longing to me they at that time had, and still have, on their books, to the 
amount of double or treble the sum they demand. No, my lord, I cannot bring 
myself to accuse the company of so much as the intention to injure me. I'hat 
company owes its birth to me. For them 1 have sacrificed every thing, even my 
property and my credit, being now bankrupt, not only in France, but also in 
ail other countries. For them I have sacrificed the interests of my children, 
whom 1 tenderly love, and who are deserving of all my aflections ; these chil- 
dren, courted by the most considerable families in Franc^e, are now destitute of 
fortune and of establishments. 1 had it in my power to have settled my daughters 
in marriage in the first houses of Italy, Germany, and England ; but 1 refused 
all offers of that nature, thinking it inconsistent with my duty to, and my af- 
fection for, the state in whose service I had the honour to he engaged. 1 do 
not assume to myself any merit from this conduct, and 1 never so much as 
spoke upon the subject to the regent. But 1 cannot help observing, that this 
inode of behaviour is diametrically opposite to the idea my enemies wish to 
impute to me ; and surely all Europe ought to have a good opinion of my dis- 
interestedness, and of the condition to which I am reduced, since 1 no longer 
receive any proposals of marriage for my children. 

** My lord, 1 conducted myself with a still greater degree of delicacy : for 1 
took care not to have my son or my daughter married even in France, although 
1 had the most splendid and advantageous oifers of that kind. 1 did not choose 
that any part of my protection should be owing to alliances; hut that it should 
depend solely upon the intrinsic merits of my project.” 

These representations failed to produce ttie desired effect ; the India com- 
pany i*efused to allow him credit fur the notes and actions in their hands belong- 
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iiig to liiin, while they at the same time insisted on liis ranking payment in 
specie of the sums owing to them ; the government, with equal injustice, coiitis- 
t:nted his whole properly in France. In 1725, Mr Law hade a iiiml adieu to 
Britain, and retired to Venice, where he died in a state little removed from in> 
digence, on the 21st of March, 1721), in the 58th year of his age. He lies 
buried in one of the tdiurches of tiie city, where a monument to his inemoiy is 
still to be seen. 

Such is a brief outline of the history of one of the most extraordinary pro- 
jectors of modern times. That he deceived himself is, we think, quite evident 
from the whole tenor of his conduct ; that he should have deceived others is not 
wonderful, if we consider the spirit and circumstances of the times in which he 
lived, the ignorance of the public mind I'espectiiig the great principles of credit 
and currency, and the personal advant«ages and experience which the master-pro- 
jector possessed. He is said to have presented an uiicoimiionly engaging exter- 
nal appearance. “ On pewf,” says the French historian of his system, “ sans fiat- 
terist le mettre au rang des harnmes les mieiix faits,^^ In Brun ley’s Catalogue of 
British Portraits, four engravings of Law are noticed, by Anglois, Hubert, Des 
Koohers, and Schrni<lt. 'fhe best portrait of him ivas a crayon portrait by Bos- 
alba ill the earl of Oxford's gallery. Of his moral character we have already 
spoken. Lockhart of Carnwath relates that, even before lie left Scotland, he was 

nicely expert in all manner of debaucheries.” 

Law never composed any treatise ; liis works are conhued to memorials and 
jiistiticatory statements, or explanations of his views and plans. Towards the 
end of the year 1790, the epoch of the creation of the assignats, there appeared 
at Paris an octavo volume, entitled ** (Kuvres de*J. Law, controller-general des 
tinnnees de h'rance, sous le regent." This work was ably edited by M. 
Seiiour, and is in high estimation in France. The writings relating to Law’s 
s}stciii are very numerous; Stewart, (Taiiilb, and Stor<;h, have all commented 
with ability upon his measures ; and Ducios and Mariiioiitel have composed very 
interesting memoirs of the projector and his system. In general, however, nil 
the French ^vritera of the ISth c.eiitury have commented with great severity upon 
Law' and his proceedings. Fourbonais was the first to do justice to tins great 
but unfortunate man. Dutot, in his Reiiexions politiques sur le commerce et 
les tiimnces,” printed at the Hague in L73b, has discussed the state of affairs 
at the giving way of the system, ^nd the effect of the famous edicts of the 5th 
March and 21st 31ay, with great sagacity ; Duverney’s ** Histoire du Systeme des 
fin.ances, sous la miiiorite de Louis XV., pendant les Annees 1719 et 1720," is 
a most valuable collection of edicts and state papers relative to French finances, 
iu two volumes. Mr John Philip Woiwl’s “ Memoir of the Life of John Law of 
]/auriston”^ is the best account which has yet been given to the British public 
of this extraordinary man, and the rise and fall of his fortunes. 

Law married lady Catharine Knoilys, third daughter of Nicholas, third earl 
of Banbury, by whom he had one son, John Law of Lauriston, and one daugh- 
ter, Mary Catharine, who married her first cousin, William viscount Wallingford, 
who was afterwards called to the house of peers by the title of baron Althorp. 
Lady Wallingford survived her husband more than half a century, and died in 
London on the 14th di October, 1790, leaving no issue. Her brother succeeded 
his father in 1729, and died a cornet of the regiment of Nassau Friesland, at 
Maestricht, in 1734. William Law, third son of Jean Campbell of Lauriston, 
succeeded to the entail on the extinction of the issue male of her eldest son. 
His eldest son .Tohn, rose to the rank of commandant-general and president 
of ■ council of the French settlement in India, and died at Paris about 1796; 

* Ktiioburgh, ]K24, 12mo, pp. 231 
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and on tiie ^Ist of May, 1808, Francis John William Law, a merchant in Lon- 
don, was served nearest and legitimate heir of entail and provision, of the re- 
formed religion, of his father John Law, and entered into the possession of the 
estate of Lauriston, to the exclusion of his elder brothers, who are liornan 

catholics. The estate now belongs to Allan, Esq. banker, Edinburgh, 

who has enlarged the ancient house in an appropriate style. 

LEIGHTON, Hobbrt, bishop of Dunkeld, and remembered as the most 
amiable of churchmen, was born in Kill, and descended from an amjient and 
respectable family, who were long in possession of the estate called Ulyshaven, 
in Forfarshire. Their names are mentioned in several parts of history, and 
even so far back as Dooms-day Book. In 1424, Dr Henry Leighton, bishop of - 
Moray, and afterwards of Aberdeen, was deputed as one of the commissi oners 
to negotiate for the release of James L, at that lime a prisoner in England. 
The family estate of Ulyshaven was lost to the house of Leighton in the seven- 
teenth century, as they had by that time decayed in wealth and interest. 

Dr Alexander Leighton, father of the subject of this memoir, was educated at 
St Andrews, where he obtained the degree of doctor of divinity. He afterwards 
went to Leyden and applied himself to the study of physic:, and so far succeeded 
as to graduate there. The Scottish churc:h at Utrec:ht being in want of a minis- 
ter, and he being, according to all accounts, a man of great piety and learning, 
the charge was odered to him, which he accepted, and he continued to officiate 
there for some time ; but not approving of the holidays observed by tbe Dutch 
church, and having some difference on the subject, be finally resigned. He was 
there styled doctor of medicine and Sc:otli8h minister. We shall compress, in 
the shortest limits possible, the- most prcuiiinent actions of this man's eventful 
life, as his name is conspicuous in history from the cruel persecution he was 
subject to. 

On his arrival in London from Holland, he saw with grief and indignation 
that the presbyterian church, of which he was a stern defender, was likely to 
be subverted in Scollatul, through the policy of Charles I. and liis ministers — 
and being a man, a(x:ording to Burnet, ** of much untempered zeal,” and fond 
of polemics, he published several tracts against episcopacy, which gave great 
offence to the members of that religion. He, at ibis time, intended to com- 
mence tbe medical profession in London ; but the College of Pliyslcians inter- 
dicted him from practice within seven miles <»f the c.iiy, as a person they 
considered disgi'acefui to their profession ; an allegation be disputed and 
disproved, by clniiiilng a right, in virtue of bis having graduated in tbe college 
of Leyden. 'I'hey did not deny his being a clergyman ; but at that time be 
had no living. He soon after this drew down upon himself the vengeance of 
that tyrannical and \incotistitutional court, the star-chamber. Tbe work for 
which he was prosecuted, according to Burnet, is entitled ** Zion^s Plea against 
Prelates the name of the author and printer were omitted, and instead of tbe 
date of publication, tbe following words were added — ** Printed tbe year and 
monoth wherein Rochelle was lost,'’ — evidently intended as a stigma for that 
city being allowed to be taken by tbe French catholics from the protestants in 
1628 ; an event which it was well known Charles might have prevented, if he 
had had the interests of protestantism really at heart There was also prefixed to 
this work — which it appears was printed in Holland — a hieroglyphical vignette, 
seemingly designed to recommend the subversion of prelacy. This is described 
in the informations by Rushworth, as a most seditious scandal upon the king, 
state, and kingdom, wickedly affirming that all that pass us spoil us, and we spoil 
all that rely upon us, and amongst the rest the black pining death of the famished 
Rochelles, to the number of 1 5,000 in four muiUhs ; by which passages he did. 
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BO much as in him lay, w^mdal his majesty’s person, his religious wife, and just 
government, especially the reverend bishops.” Soon after this offensive work 
was put into circulation, Dr Leighton was arrested by a warrant from the high 
commission court, and committed to Newgate, where he was confined for fifteen 
weeks in a loathsome cell full of vermin, without a bed to rest upon, and open- 
ly exposed to the inclemency of the weather : none of his family or friends 
were permitted to see him ; and in the mean time his house was forcibly 
entered, and not only his books and papers, btit every article of furniture car- 
ried away. 

The cause was tried on the 4th of June, 1630. The defendant, in his an- 
swer, owned the writing of the book, but denied all intention of evil, his end being 
only to remonstrate against certain grievances in church and state, under which 
the people suffered, to the end that parliament might take them into considera- 
tion, and to give such redress as might be for the honour of the king, the quiet 
of the people, and the peace of the chui*ch. Nevertheless, the court adjudged 
unanimously, that for this offence the doctor should be committed to the prison 
of the Fleet for life, and pay a fine of ten thousand pounds ; that the high com- 
mission should degrade him from his ministry, and that then he should be 
brought to the pillory at Westminster, while the court was sitting, and be whip- 
ped ; after whipping, be set in the pillory a convenient time, and have one of 
his ears cut off, and one side of his nose slit, and be branded in the face with a 
double S. 8., for siower of sedition; that then he should be carried back 
to prison, and after a few da^s, be pilloried a second time in Cheapside, and be 
there likewise whipped, and have the other side of his nose slit, and his other 
ear cut off, and tlien be shut up in close prison for the remainder of his life 
a sentence only to be compared with the worst acts of the infernal inquisition 
of Spain. y\rchbishop Laud, on hearing the unfortunate man condemned, pulled 
off his hat, and holding up his hands, gave thanks to God who had given him 
the victory over his enemies. 'I'his barbarous sentence being given towai*ds the 
end of Trinity term, and the court not usually sitting after the term unless upon 
emergent occasions, and it requiring some time in the ecclesiastical court in 
order to the degradation of the defendant, it was Michaelmas following before 
any part of the sentence could be put in eA^ecution. On the lOth of November he 
was to have undergone the punishment awarded to him ; however, the night be- 
fore he contrived, >vith the assistance of one Livingston and Anderson, to effect 
his escape. A hue and cry was immediately issued hy order of the privy 
council, ordering his apprehension, which described him as a man of low stature, 
fair complexion, high forehead, and yellowish beard, about forty or fifty years 
of age. He scarcely was at large one week when he was seized in Bedfordshire, 
and brought back to the Fleet Kush worth, in his Historical (yollections, says. 
On Friday, the sixteenth of November, part of the sentence on Dr Leighton 
was executed upon him in this manner, in the new palace at Westminster. He 
was severely whipped before he was put in the pillory. Being set in the pil- 
lory, he had one of his ears cut off, one side of his nose slit, was branded on the 
cheek with a red-hot iron with the letters S. S., sower of sedition, and afterwards 
carried back again, prisoner to the Fleet, to be kept in close custody. And on 
that day seven night, his sores upon his back, ear, nose, and face, not being 
cured, he was whipped again at the pillory in Cheapside, and there had the i-e- 
mainder of his sentence executed upon him, by cutting off the other ear, slitting 
the other side of the nose, and branding the other cheek.” His unfortunate 
companions, who aided him to escape, were also brought before the Star-Cham- 
ber, and out of respect to their penitency ” they were only fined five hundred 
pounds each, and committed to tlie Fleet during the king’s pleasure. 
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In that vile prison , in a filthy, dark, and unwholesome dungeon, the unhappy 
Leighton was incarcerated for upwards of eleven years, without onoa being sufi- 
fered to breathe in the open air ; and when at length released from his mifera- 
ble confinement, he could neither walk, see, nor hear. His release was only ef« 
fected when the sitting of the Long Parliament had changed the state of things 
in England. At the reading of his petition in the house of commons,” says 
Brook, giving an account of the dreadful barbarity with which he had been 
treated, the members were so deeply moved and affected, that they could not bear 
to hear it without several interruptions with Hoods of tears.’^ A committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate his case, and the result was, as might be expected, the ex- 
posure of one of the most unconstitutional and horrible pieces of barbarity that 
ever stained a nation’s annals. The whole proceedings were declared illegal, 
and reversed, and good satisfaction and reparation were ordered to be made to 
him for his great sufferings and damages.’’ Six thousand pounds were voted on 
bis afxx>unt ; but it is very uncertain in those distracted times if he ever re- 
ceived it 

In 1642, Lambeth house was converted into a prison, and he was made 
keeper of it, on account, it is said, of his knowledge of the medical profession. 
He did not survive this unworthy appointment long, and the wonder only is, 
how human nature could have borne up against such dreadful inflictions as he 
had endured. 

Robert Leighton, some time bishop of Dumblane, and afterwards archbishop 
of Glasgow, son to the preceding, and the proper subject of this memoir, was, 
according to Pearson, in a late edition of his works, born in Edinburgh, and 
received his education at that university, which he entered as a student in 1627. 
From his earliest years he was conspicuous for exemplary piety, and an humble 
disposition ; with talents of the rarest description, and a happy facility of ac- 
quiring a knowledge of languages. He was, above all, fond of studying the Sa’ip- 
lures, and was profoundly skilled in every branch of theological learning. Two 
of the masters at that time in the university whose classes he attended, namely 
Robert Rankin, professor of philosophy, and James Fairley, professor of 
divinity, were strongly in favour of episcopacy ; the latter having afterwards be- 
come bishop of Argyle. It is more than probable that their opinions, being 
early imbibed by Leighton, continued in after-life to exercise a considerable 
influence over him. This may in a great degree serve to explain why he se- 
ceded from the presbyterian church. He became master of arts in 1631, and 
having by that time completed his course of academic^al studies, he was sent 
abroad for further improvement, and took up his residence at Douay in France, 
where some of his relations lived. There he formed an intimacy with many of 
the best educated of the Homan catholic gentlemen who were attending the col- 
lege, and being naturally fond of exploring every system of ecclesiastical polity, 
where he found men of worth adhering to forms of religion even at variance 
with his own, he loved them in Christian charity for the virtue they possessed, 
and thought less rigidly of their doctrine. While in France, he acquired a per- 
fect knowledge of the language, which he spoke with all the fluency of the most 
polisbed native. It is impossible to ascertain how he passed the intermediate 
ten years from the time he went to Douay* All we can gather with certainty is, 
that in 1641, on his return from the continent, and immediately after the 
triumph of presbytery in Scotland, he was, at the age of thirty, and in the rery 
year of his father’s liberation from his cruel confinement, settled as presbyterian 
minister in the parish of Newbattle, in the county of Edinburgh. There he 
was most unremitting in the sacred duties of Ills office, preaching peace and good- 
will amongst all men, carefully avoiding to mix or interfere with the distractions 
WL 3 b 
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of that stormy period, when the pulpit was made the vehicle of political dis- 
putes. It being the custom of the presbytery to inquire of the brethren twice a- 
year, whether they had preached to the iiim% ; For God’s sake,” answered 
Leighton, ** when all my brethren preach to the fieies, suffer one poor priest to 
preach about etsmilp.” This moderation could not fail to give ofibnoe : the 
fact is, he seems to have regarded their sectarian disputes as trivial in comparison 
with the high and sacred duties he felt himself railed upon to perform in his 
holy office. He seldom or never attended the meetings of the Presbytery, but 
chose rather to live in strict retirement, alive only to the care of bis own parish, 
the perfect specimen of a faithful and zealous teacher. Of all the accounts of 
this eminent divine there is none so strictly correct as that left on record by his 
friend and illustrious contemporary, bishop Burnet, which we shall here quote 
in full, as we are persuaded that nothing could be given, either so entertain- 
ing or so full of information. 

** liobert, eldest son of Dr Leighton, wns bred in Scotland, and ivas accounted 
a saint from his youth up. He had great quickness of parts, a lively apprehension, 
with a charming vivacity of thought and expression. He had the greatest com- 
mand of the purest Latin 1 ever knew in any man ; he was master of both 
Greek and Hebrew, and of the whole compass of theological learning, chiefly 
in the study of the Scriptures. But that which excelled all the rest was, he was 
possessed with the highest and boldest sense of divine things that 1 ever saw in 
any man ; he had no regard for his person, unless it was to mortify it, by a 
constant low diet, that was like a perpetual fast. He had both a contempt of 
wealth and reputation : he seemed to have the lowest thoughts of himself pos- 
sible, and to desire that all other persons should think as meanly of him as he 
did himself. He bore all sorts of ill usage and reproach like a man that took 
pleasure in it He had so subdued the natural heat of his temper, that in a great 
variety of accidents, and in the course of twenty years of intimate convenation 
with him, 1 never observed the least sign of passion but upon one single oc- 
casion. He brought himself into so composed a gravity that 1 never saw 
him laugh, and but seldom smile ; and he kept himself in such a constant recol- 
lection, that 1 do not remember that 1 ever heard him say one idle word. 
There was a visible tendency in all he said to raise his own mind, and those he 
conversed with to serious reflections. He seemed to be in a perpetual medita- 
tion ; and, though the whole course of his life was strict and ascetical, yet he 
had nothing of the sourness of temper that generally possesses men of that sort 
He was the freest from superstition, of censuring others, or of imposing his own 
methods on them, possible ; so that ho did not so much as recommend them to 
others. He said there was a diversity of tempers, and every man was to watch 
over his own, and to turn it in the best manner he could. His thoughts were 
lively, oft out of the way and surprising, yet just and genuine. And he had 
laid together, in his memory, the greatest treasure of the best and wisest of all 
the ancient sayings of the heathens as well as Christians, that 1 have ever known 
any man master of, and he used them in the adeptest manner possible. He had 
been bred up with the greatest aversion possible to the whole frame of the 
church of England. From Scotland his lather sent him to travel. He spent 
some years in France, and spoke the language like one born there. He came 
afterwards and settled in Scotland, and had the presbyterian ordination ; but 
he quickly bore through the prejudices of his education. His preaching Itod a 
sublimity both of thought and expression in it. The grace and gravity of his 
pronunciation was such, that few heard him without a very sensible emotion ; 1 
am sure 1 never did. His style was rather too fine ; but there 'was a majesty 
and beauty in it that left so deep an impression, that 1 cannot yet forget the 
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sormons 1 heard him preach thirty yean ago ; and yet with this he seemed to 
look on himself as so ordinary a preacher, that while he had the cure, he was 
i-eady to employ all othen, and when he was a bishop he chose to preach to 
small auditories, and would never give notice before hand* He had indeed a 
very low voice, and so could not be heard by a great crowd. He soon came to 
see into the follies of the presbyterians, and to dislike their covenant, particular- 
ly their imposing it, and their fury against all who differed from them. He 
found they were not capable of large thoughts ; theirs were narrow as their 
tempen were sour ; so'he grew weary of mixing with them. He scarce ever went 
to their meetings, and lived in great retirement, minding only the care of his 
own parish at Newbattle, near Edinburgh. Yet all the opposition that he 
made to them was, that he preached up a more exact rule of life than seemed to 
them consistent with human nature ; but Ins own practice did outshine his doc- 
trine. 

In the year 1648, he declared himself for the engagement for the king. 
But the earl of Lothian, who lived in his parish, had so high an esteem for him, 
that he persuaded* the violent men not to meddle with him, though he gave 
occasion to great exception ; for when some of his parish who had been in the 
engagement were ordered to make public profession of their repentance for it, 
he told them, they had been in an expedition in which he believed they had 
neglected their duty to God, and had been guilty of injustice and violence, of 
drunkenness, and other immoralities, and he charged them to repent of these 
seriously, without meddling with the quarrel or the grounds of that war. He 
entered into a great correspondence with many of the episcopal party, and with 
my own father in particular, and did wholly separate himself from the presby- 
terians. At last he left them, and withdrew from his cure, for he could not do 
the things imposed on him any longer. And yet he hated all contention so 
much, that he chose rather to leave them in a silent manner, than to engage in 
any disputes with them. But he had generally the reputation of a saint, and of 
something above human nature in him ; so the mastership of the Edinburgh col- 
lege falling vacant some time after, and it being in the gift of the city, he ^ was 
prevailed on to accept it, because in it he was wholly separated from all church 
matters. He continued ten years in that post, and was a great blessing in it ; 
for he talked so to all the youth of any capacity or distinction, that it had a 
great efiect upon them. He preached often to them, and if crowds broke in, 
which they were apt to do, he would have gone on in his sermon in Latin, witli 
a purity and life that charmed all who understood it. Thus he had lived above 
twenty years in Scotland, in the highest reputation that any man in my time 
ever had in the kingdom. He had a brother well known at court. Sir Elisha, 
who was very like him in face and in the vivacity of his parts ; but the most 
unlike him in all other things that can be imagined. For though he loved to 
talk of great sublimities in religion, yet he was a very immoral man. He was 
a papist of a form of his own ; but he had changed his religion to raise himself 
at court, for he was at that time secretary to the duke of York, and was very in- 
timate with lord Aubigny, a brother of the duke of Richmond’s, who had 
dianged his religion, and was a priest, and had probably been a cardinal if he 
hod lived longer. He maintained an outward decency, and had more learning 
and better notions than men of quality whp enter into the church generally 
have. Yet he was a very vicious man ; and that perhaps made him the move 
considered by the king [Charles II.], who loved and trusted him to a hig^ degiee. 
No roan had more credit with the king ; for he was in the secret as to )iii re- 
ligion, and was more trusted with the whole designs that were then maimged in 
order to establish it, than any man whatsoever. Sir Elisha brought his brother 
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and liiin acquainted ; for Leighton loved to know men in all the varietiei of 
religion. In the vacation time he made excunione, and cnme often to London, 
where he observed all the eminent men in Cromwell’s ooi^*t, and in the several 
parties then about the city of London ; but he told me Oiat they were men of 
unquiet and meddling tempers ; and that their discourses were very dry and un- 
savoury, full of airy cant or of bombast swellings. ' Sometimes he went over to 
Flanders to see what he could find in the several orders of the church of Rome. 
There he found some of Jansenitis’s followers, who seemed to be men of ex- 
traordinary tempers, and studied to bring things, if possible, to the purity and 
simplicity of the primitive ages ; on which all his thoughts were much set He 
thought controversies bad been too much insisted upon, and had been carried too 
far. His brother, who thought of nothing but the raising himself at court, 
fancied that his being made a bishop might render himself more considerable ; 
so he possessed lord Aiibigny with such an opinion of him, that he made the 
king apprehend that a man of his piety and his notions, (and his not being mar- 
ried was not forgot,) might contribute to carry on their designs. He fancied 
such a monastic man, who had a great stretch of thought and so many other 
eminent qualities, would be a mean at least to prepare the nation for popery, if 
he did not directly come over to them, for his brother did not stick to say, he 
was sure that lay at the root with him. So the king named him of his own 
proper motion, which gave all those who began to suspect the king himself 
great jealousies of him. Leighton was averse to this promotion as much as pos- 
sible. His brother had great power over him, for he took care to hide his vices 
from him, and to make before him a show of piety. He seemed to be a papist 
rather in name and show than in reality, of which 1 will set down one instance 
that was then much talked of. Some of the church of England loved to mag- 
nify the sacrament in on extraordinary manner, affirming the real presence, 
only blaming the church of Rome for defining the manner of it, saying Christ 
was present in the most inconceivable manner. This was so much the mode that 
the king and all the court went into it ; so the king, upon some raillery about 
transubstantiation, asked Sir h^lisha if he believed it. He answered he could 
not well tell, but he was sure the church of England believed it ; and when the 
king seemed amazed at that, he replied, do you not believe that Christ is 
present in the most inconceivable manner, which the king granted. Then said 
he, that is just transubstantiation, the most inconceivable thing that was ever yet 
invented. When Leighton was prevailed upon to accept a bishopric, he chose 
Dumblane, a small diocese as well as a little revenue. But the deanery of the 
chapel royal was annexed to that see. So he was willing to engage in that, 
that he might set up the common prayer in the king’s chapel, for the rebuilding 
of which orders were given. The English clergy w^ere well pleased with him, 
finding him both more learned and more thoroughly versed in the other points of 
uniformity than the rest of the Scottish clergy, whom they could not much 
value ; and though Sheldon did not much like his great strictness, in which he 
had no mind to imitate him, yet he thought such a man as he was might give 
iTedit to episcopacy, in its first introduction to a nation much .prejudiced against 
it. Sharpe did not know what to make of all this. He neither liked his strict- 
ness of life nor his notions. He believed they would not take the same methods, 
and fancied he might be much obscured by him, for he saw he would be well 
supported. He saw the earl of Lauderdale began to magnify him, and so 
Sharpe did all he could to discourage him, but without any effiict, for he had no 
regard to him. I bear still the greatest veneration for the memory of that 
man that 1 do for any person, and reckon luy early knowledge of him, which 
happened the year after this, and my long and intimate conversation wtffi him. 
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that continued to his deaths for twenty-three yean^ among the greatest blessings 
of my life^ and for which 1 know 1 must gire an account to God in the gveat 
day, in a moat particular manner ; and yet, though 1 know this account of his 
promotion may seem .a blemish upon him, I would not conceal it, being resolred 
to write of all persons and things with aU possible candour. 1 had the velatkni 
of it from himself, and more particularly from his brother. But what hopes So- 
erer the papists had of him at this time, when he knew nothing of the design of 
bringing in popery, and had therefore talked of some points of popery with the 
freedom of an abstracted or speculative man ; yet he' expressed another sense of 
the matter, when he came to see it was really to be brought in amongst us. He 
then spoke of popery in the complex at much another rate ; and he seemed to 
have more zeal against it than 1 thought was in his nature with relation to any 
points in controveny, for his abstraction made him seem cold in all these mat- 
ters. But he gave ^1 who conversed with him a very different view of popery, 
when he saw we were really in danger of coming under the power of a 
religion that had, as he used to say, much of the wisdom that was earthly, sen- 
sual, and devilish ; but had nothing in it of the wisdom that is from above, and 
is pure and peaceable. He did indeed think the corruptions and cruelties of 
popery were such gross and odious things, that nothing could have maintained 
that church under those just and visible prejudices but the several orders among 
them, which had an appearance of mortification and contempt of the world, and 
with all the work that was among them, maintained a face of piety and devotion. 
He also thought the great and fhtal error of the Reformation was, that more of 
those houses, and that course of life free from the entanglements of vows and 
other mixtures, was not preserved ; so that the protestant churches had neither 
places of education, nor retreat for men of mortified tempers. 1 have dwelt 
long upon this man’s character, but it was so singular that it seemed to deserve 
it ; and 1 was so singularly blessed by knowing him as 1 did, that 1 am sure he 
deserved it of me, that I should give so full a view of him, which 1 hope may 
be of some use to the world.” 

Leighton ramained ten years principal of the college of Edinburgh, where he 
conducted himself with a degree of diligence, wisdom, and prudence, that en- 
gaged universal respect and esteem, and proved of essential benefit to the 
students. The funds of that seminary were then very low, and Leighton did 
not S(;rup1e to go to London to appeal to the generosity of Cromwell in favour 
of his object That extraordinary man ordered an annuity of two hundred 
pounds a year to be granted in 1G58, a sum that at the time was of considera- 
ble use ; but on the death of the Protector, which took place shortly after, it 
tell to the ground, as all his acts were rescinded at the Restoration. The state 
of the presbyterian church in Scotland when Charles the Second ascended the 
throne was extremely critical — ^betrayed by its own ministers, and secretly hated 
by the king, who had sworn to defend its rights. James Sharpe, who was commis- 
sioned to go to Loudon to defend the rights of the Scottish church, was a man 
capfible of any duplicity or basenesss that would in the main advance his own 
interests, while his communications with his brethren at home were lying and 
deceitful. He had the efirontery to impress on the minds of the court that the 
people of Scotland were at heart unfriendly to presbytery, and secretly attached to 
episcopacy. However Charles may have doubted the truth of such an account, 
he was glad to avail himself of Sharpe’s duplicity to give ascendency to prelacy ; 
and notwithstanding the memorials and remonstrances from the Scottish diuv^, 
and the interference of men of rank and importance, he deteimiued on re- 
establishment of a hierarchy in Scotland. 

Sharpe, as a reward for his perfidious apostasy, was to be elevated to the 
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primacy. He had the recommendation also of other persons to fill the diflhrent 
vacant sees ; but Leighton was the last man he would ever have thought of point- 
ing out, as he shrunk firom approaching a character so upright and virtuous, In 
every way superior to himself But Sir Elisha Leighton, already referred to by 
Burnet, having an eye to his own interests, considered that by having a brother, 
over whom he had already gained some ascendancy, high in the church, much 
might be expected. As he affected to be strongly attached to popery to please 
the duke of York, whose secretary he was, he vainly thought, as his relative was 
on many occasions known to evince a great respect for some good men con- 
nected with the church of Rome, that in time he might be gained over to pro- 
mote and adopt that &ith. Blinded by selfish ambition, he was incapable of 
perceiving, like the illustrious Burnet, that of all men Leighton was the least 
likely to favour a religion which he characterized as earthly, ^nsual, and 
devilish, with nothing in it of the wisdom that was from above, and was pure 
and peaceable.” Indeed it was a matter of considerable difficulty, as it will ap- 
pear, to prevail upon him to join the episcopalians. The king, though pleased 
at finding 3harpe and others subservient in all points to his wishes, still he 
knew their characters must stand degraded in the eyes of the people, os they 
were men neither of piety nor moderation, and that it would be, above all, 
necessary to strengthen their ranks by those who stood high and worthy in the 
eyes of the world ; for this reason he personally solicited Leighton to accept of 
a mitre. 

The earl of Lauderdale, and his brother, and some of the most moderate and 
respectable of his countrymen, exerted themselves to gain the same result, but 
all seemed of no avail Leighton still refused, as he evidently mistrusted the 
men to whom the government of the new church was to be intrusted, and he 
could not but see the methods they resorted to were violent and repugnant to 
the principles and desires of the people of Scotland. ** It was at last mentioned 
to him, that the king had issued positive orders for him to yield, unless in fact 
he regarded the episcopal office as unwarrantable.’’ To that extreme he would 
not go, as he all along was favourable to that order, if divested of its useless 
pomp. 

He was at length persuaded that a regard to the interests of the church rendered 
it his duty to accept it ; but in order to demonstrate to the world that avarice 
was not his principle, he made choice of Dumblane, as of small extent and little 
revenue. He was consecrated with Sharpe and two other Scottish bishops at the 
Abbey church of Westminster, which occasion was celebrated with great feasting 
and pomp. Leighton could not help remarking, ** that it had not such an ap- 
pearance of seriousness or piety as became the new modelling of a church.” 
it is with considerable hesitation we are obliged to remark, that in this instance 
the character of Leighton exhibits another melancholy proof of the want of 
stability and perfection in the nature of man. Admitting that his reason for 
joining the episcopal church, was with the virtuous intention of softening 
down the asperities of two rival systems, which had long struggled for ascend- 
ancy ; yet the time was unseasonable, when seldsh and bad men were endeav- 
ouring, by all crooked means, to build their fortunes on the ruin of their country 
and their shamefhl apostasy. He was induced, too, to lend the weight of his 
virtuous name in countenancing the acts of a reckless and unprincipled tyrant, 
who was bent on the total subversion of those forms of religion connected with 
his earliest associations, and in whose defence his father had almost suffiired 
martyrdom. That he was free from all interested motives every one must admit ; 
and in justice to the diaracter of one so pious, we shall give the following ex- 
tract of a letter written by him in reference to his appointment : — ** There is in 
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this preferment sometbing that would allow of reconciling the devout on dif* 
ferent eidei , and of enlarging those good souk you meet with from their little 
fetters, though possibly with little success. Yet the design is commendable,—- 
pardonable at least However, one comfort I have, that in what is pressed on 
me, there is the least of my own choice ; yea, on the contrary, the strongest 
aversion that I ever had to any thing in all my life ; the difficulty, in short, lies 
in a necessity of either owning a scruple, whidh I have not, or the rudest die- 
obedience to the authority that may bk The truth is, 1 am yet importuning 
and struggling for a liberation, and look upward for it ; but whatever be the is* 
sue, 1 look beyond it and this weary, weary, wretched world, through whidi 
the hand 1 have resigned to, I trust, will lead me into the path of his own choos- 
ing : and, m I may please him, 1 am satisfied. I hope if ever we meet, you 
diiall find me in the love of solitude and a devout life.'* ^ 

He lost no time in endeavouring to persuade Sharpe to join with him in some 
moderate plan, founded on archbishop Usher’s scheme, for uniting the presby- 
terians and episcopalians, but to his astonishment he found him unwilling even 
to talk on the subject He and the other newly made bi^ops seemed only 
anxious to get possession of their sees. This circumstance was discouraging to 
Leighton, who soon perceived that such men were not designed by providence 
to build up the church. Soon after their consecration, the Scottish bishops went 
down to Scotland in one coach ; but when they came to Morpeth, finding that 
they intended to be received at Edinburgh with pomp and ostentation, Leighton 
parted company from them, and arrived at the capital some days before them. 
He would not even have the title of lord given to him by his friends, and was 
not easy when others used it in addressing him. Leighton soon perceived with 
deep regret, that the government was resolved to enforce conformity on the 
presbyterians by severe means. He laboured all in his power to show the im- 
policy of such proceedings, and in the session of parliament in April, 1663, 
when the ministers to whom the oath of allegiance and supremacy was ten- 
dered, consented to take it with an explanation, which they presented to the 
house, he pleaded strenuously that it might be accepted, and insisted that the 
conditions asked by the presbyterians were just, and should in reason be 
granted. Sharpe, with his usual vehemence answered, that it was below the dig- 
nity of government to make acts to satisfy the scruples of peevish men, and 
that it ill became those who had imposed their covenant on all people, with- 
out any explication, and had forced all to take it, now to expect such extraordi- 
nary favours .” — ** For that very reason,” replied Leighton, ** it ought to be 
done, that all people may see the difference between the mild proceedings of 
the government and their rivals ; and that it ill became the very same persons 
who had complained of that, now to practise it themselves, for thus, it may be 
said, the world goes mad at times.” But the voice of violence prevailed ; the 
Scottish bishops were entitled to a seat in parliament on their consecration, and 
were one and all invited to avail themselves of the privilege. Leighton was the 
only one that declined the honour. He retired to his see, and resolved never 
to appear in parliament unless the interests of religion were called in question, 
or by his presence he might assist it. In his own diocese he set a bnght 
example to his brethren, by practising the moderation which he recommended* 
He studied to make his clergymen a well-informed, serious, and useful body 
men ; and he even tolerated die preaching of non-conforming ministers in districts 
where the people were particularly attached to them. He continued a private 
and ascetic comae of life, and gave all his income, except the little hei 
expended on his own person, to the poor. By these means he become generally 
I Pearson ut supra, p, 43. 
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beloT^ ifarough his didoMe, and even softened dovin tlie feelings of those who 
were most adverse to episcopacy. 

In the year 1665^ the proceedings in Scotland by the ecclesiastical high conv 
mission were so severe and illegal, that Leighton was prevailed on to go to 
court, and lay before the king a true account of them. On this occasion ho as- 
sured his majesty that the measures which Sharpe and other members of the court 
pursued, were so violent, that he could not concur in planting of the Christian 
religion itself in such a manner, much less a form of government Pie there* 
fore entreated leave to quit his bishopric, and to retire, for he thought he was 
in some sort accessary to the violence of others.” The king seemed to be deeply 
affected with the complaints of the worthy prelate, and issued an order in coun- 
cil for discontinuing the ecclesiastical commission, and less rigoifus measureil 
were promised to be pursued with respect to Scotland ; but the king would not 
hear of Leighton’s resigning his see. Deceived by the specious conduct of 
Charles on this interview, and perhaps aware that if he retired he would lose all 
authority, or chance of standing between the people of Scotland and persecu- 
tion, he returned to his see, and I'esumed the charge of his sacred functions. 
It is almost needless to add, that no reliance could be placed on the promise of 
protection from so deceitful a monarch. Matters in Scotland were driven to 
such dreadful extremities by the base and tyrannical authorities, that it was im- 
possible to bear up much longer against them. 

In 1667, Leighton was once more prevailed on to go to London, where he 
laid before the king the outrageous conduct of the former administrations of 
church affairs, and implored him to adopt more moderate councils ; in particu- 
lar, he proposed a comprehension of the presbyterian party, by altering the 
terras of the laws a little, and by such abatements as might preserve the whole 
for the future, by giving a little for the present. This audience had the good 
edect of inducing the king to write a letter to the privy council, ordering them 
to indulge such of the presbyterians as were moderate and loyal, so far as to 
suffer them to serve in vacant churches ; though they did not submit to the ec- 
clesiastical establishment This small indulgence enraged the episcopal party 
in Scotland ; they thought it illegal and fatal to the interests of the church, 
and directed an address to be drawn up expressive of their sentiments, though 
they did not venture to present it A copy, however, was privately sent up 
to the court, and drew down the king’s resentment on the head of the 
archbishop of Glasgow. When parliament assembled, an act was obtained, 
a clause of which declared the settling of all things relating to the external 
government of the church, to be the right of the crown. This clause, 
Leighton informed Burnet, was surreptitiously inserted after the draught and 
form of the act was agreed upon, and was generally thought to be the work 
of Lauderdale. Such a fearful stretch of the prerogative alarmed both episco- 
palians and presbyterians ; the former said it assimilated the king to a pope ; 
the latter, that it placed him in Christ’s stead. The archbishop of Glasgow 
thought it prudent immediately to resign his see, as he. dreaded the coming 
storm, and knew he had no other chance of escaping its vengeance. Lauder* 
dale and lord Tweeddale fixed upon Leighton, and immediately offered to 
have him promoted to that high dignity; but, though eagerly solicited by these 
noble lords, he respectfully declined the appointment. The king at last sent 
for him, and promised that he should be bailed by the assistance of the cpurt, 
in his endeavours to accomplish his long-meditated and favourite scheme ^ & 

« comprehension of the presbyterians, He was at length peisuaded to 
and in 1670, he, wiihout removing from Ehtmblane, undertook the adndidttnb- 
tion of the see of Glasgow ; nor was he at all willing to be consecrated -arch* 
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bishop until ft year after. The plan of accommodation between the epiaeopaltans 
and Presbyterians, the particulars of which may be seen hi Burnett history, 
was, by the king’s directions, limited to certain instructions, by whit^ ISRider- 
dale was empowered to embody the concessions that were to be ofiered into law% 
Encouraged eren by this support, Leighton had frequent conferences with some 
of the most eminent presbyterian ministers, but in rain ; he found it impossible 
to gain them over eren to the most moderate form of episcopacy. It is erident 
the Presbyterians mistrusted the oreilure in question, and looked upon it as a 
snare to lull their rigilance ; and they had already too many deceitful examples 
in a former reign to think that the friends of prelacy were now either more 
humane or honourable. The result of these negotiations grieved Leighton very 
much, while they delighted Sharpe and all of the same party, to whom every 
thing like litierality or concession in favour of peace and religion were alike un- 
known or despised. They even went so far as to hint, in very intelligible terms, 
that under the mask of moderation, he was secretly undermining their cause. 
Being thus unhappily situated, and despairing of being able to carry his great de- 
signs of healing the divisions and reforming the abuses in the church, he resolved 
to relinquish his see, and retire into seclusion. He said ** that his work seemed 
to be at an end, and that he had no more to do, unless he had a mind to please 
liimself with the lazy enjoying of a good revenue.'^ His friend, Dr Burnet, en- 
deavoured all in his power to make him give up this idea, but all to no purpose ; 
the good man was resolute. He repaired to London, and after much difficulty 
obtained the king’s reluctant consent to his resignation, on condition that he 
would remain in office for another year. The court thought it possible in the 
interval that he might be gained over to remain and assist a cause fast falling 
into hatred and contempt, by his pious and venerable name. He returned 
much pleased with what he had obtained, and said to Dr Burnet upon it, that 
there was now but one uneasy stage between him and rest, and he would wrestle 
through it the best he could.” He continued to perform his duties with the 
same zeal as before, and at the end of the year 1673, he hastened to London, 
and tendered his resignation, and was succeeded by the former possessor of the 
see. Dr Alexander Burnet^ After residing for some time in tlie college of 
Edinburgh, where he had long been principal, amongst a set of select friends. 


* The following paper has been left by Leighton for the purpose of explaining his reasons 
fur resigniitf the see of Glasgow. It has been preserved in the university of Edinbufgb, 
over which he so long and ablv piesided. 

** Whatsoever others may judge, they that know what past before my engaging In this 


diarae, will not (1 believe,) impute my retreat from it from levitie or unhxedneas of mind, 
oonsideilng how often I declared before hand, baith by word and write, the great suspicion 1 
had that my oontinuance in it would be very short ; neither is it from any sudden pmon or 
sullen discontent that 1 have now resigned it ; nor do I know any cause Inuiginable for any 
such thing, but the true reasons of my retiring are plainly and briefly these : 

** 1. The sense I have of the dreadful weight of whatsoever charge of souls, and all kinds ot 
spiritual inspection over people *, but much more over ministen ; and withall of my own ex- 
trema unworthiness and unfitness for so high a station In the church ; and there Is an episco- 
pal act that is above all the rest most formidable to me— the ordainii^ of ministen. 

The continuing and deeply increasing divisions and contentions, and many other dis- 
orden of the church, and the little or no appearance of their cure for our time, and the little 
hope, amidst those contentions and disorders, of doi^g any thing in this station to promote the 
great design of religion in the hearts and lives of men, which were the only worthy reaKaa of 
continuing In it, though it were with much pidns and reluctance. 

3. The earnest detire 1 have long had of a retired and private Ufe, which is now mtidh 
increased ^ ticklyneas and old age drawing on, and the euffioient experience 1 have of thtO 
ffihy jmd vanity or the world. • 

“ To add any forther discoune, a large apologie in this matter were to no purpoee ; but kn 
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equally distinguished for their learning and piety, he removed to Broadhurst, 
an estate in Sussex belonging to his sister Mrs Lightwater, for whom he enter- 
tained the strongest aliection. Here he lived ten years, occupied in study, 
meditation, and prayer, and doing all the good in his power. He distri- 
buted through the hands of other persons whatever he possessed beyond tlie 
means of subsistence, — so unostentatious was he in his charity. He was in every 
instance through life most generous in pecuniary matters. When principal of 
the college of Edinburgh he presented the city with £l50, the income of which 
was destined for the support of a student in philosophy. The college of Irlas- 
gow is also indebted to him for two bursaries, or for a sum the interest of which 
is to be appropriated to support two students. On the hospital of St Nicholas, 
Glasgow, he bestowed £150, the proceeds of which were to be given to two poor 
men of good (character. Three such persons are now enjoying the benefit of 
that sum, which yields £4, 10a. annually to each of them. This forme but a 
short specimen of the good works he performed during his long and valuable 
life. 

Five years after he had retired from the business of active life, he was sur- 
prised and alarmed at receiving from his sovereign the following epistle : 

Windsor^ Jvly 16, 1679. 

My Lord,— I am now resolved to try what demency can prevail upon suck in Scotland as 
will not conform to the government of the church there ; for ejecting of which design 1 de- 
sire you may go down to Scotland with your first oonveniency, and take all possible pains for per- 
suading all you can of both opinions to as much mutual correspondence and concord as may 
be ; and send me from time to time, characters of both men and tilings. In order to this 
dedgn I shall send you a preceipt for two hundred pounds sterling upon my excliequer, till you 
resolve how to serve me in a stated employment. Your loving friend, 

CHARLES R. 

For the Bishop of Uumblane, 

Leighton was now in his sixty-eighth year ; and however flattering such a 
notice might be to a mind of an inferior grade, to his, which was exclusively bent 
on preparing for a heavenly kingdom, it gave only pain and apprehension. What 
were the vain disputes of angry men to him? besides, he could have little or no 
hopes in succeeding in the mission. He was saved, however, the trouble of 
trying the experiment, as the duke of Monmouth, with whom the humane plan 
originated, fell into discredit, and the oiler made to Leighton was never again re- 
newed. This was the only serious interruption he met witli in his retirement. 
Burnet saw him two years after, and says, ** 1 was amazed to see him at above 
seventy look so fresh and well, that age seemed as it were to stand still with 
him. His hair was still black, and all his motions were lively ; he had the 
same quickness of thought, and strength of memory ; but above all, the satne 
heat and life of devotion that 1 had ever seen him in .*’ — ** When 1 took notice 
to him,” continues this celebrated writer, ** upon my first seeing him, how well he 
looked, he told me he was very near his end for all that, and his work and 
jdumey were now almost done. This at the time made no great impression on me. 
He was next day taken with an oppression, and it seemed with cold and wiUi 
stitdies, which was indeed a pleurisy.” This disease he fmtold was doomed to 
be his last ; he grew so suddenly ill, that speech and sense almosb immedi- 
ately left him ; and in twelve hours after the first attack, he breathed his last, 
without a struggle, in the arms of his long-revered and faithfkl friend Dr Burnet, 
on the 36th June, 1684, at the advanced age of seventy-four. The place in which 
his pure spirit departed from its earthly tenement was an inn in Warwicdc Lane, 
London ; and it is somewhat singular that he often used to say, that if he had 
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the power to chooie a place to breathe hie last in, it would be an inn. It 
loolMd,*’ he said, “like a pilgrim^ going home, to whom this worid was all an 
inn, and who was weary of the noise and confusion of it” He though^ too, 
that the distress of friends and relations at the time of death were apt to with- 
draw the mind from serious thoughts ; to keep it from being wholly directed to 
God. He bequeathed his books to the cathedral of Dumblane, and the residue 
of his limited fortune to his sister, Mrs Lightwater, and her son, to be distributed 
as they thought fit to charitable purposes. After the character already giren of 
himj[>y his friend Burnet, it would be superfluous to add any thing here.^ 

His body was interred in the burial ground of Horstead Heynes, in the parish 
which for ten years had been honoured by his residence. A simple inscription 
marks the spot where his remains are laid.^ The family of his sister is 
now extinct, and the estate is in the hands of another. His brother Sir Elisha, 
it may be here stated, died a few months before him, and was interred in the 
same place. 

LESLIE, Alexamdeu, the celebrated military leader of the covenanters, 
during the civil wars of Charles 1., created lord Balgonie, and afterwards earl 
of Leven, was the son of captain George Leslie of Balgonie, by his wife Anne, a 
daughter of Stewart of Ballechin. Of the place of his birth, or the extent of 
his education, little can be said with certainty. Spalding says, ho was born in 
Balveny, which Gordon of Straloch affirms was never possessed by the Leslies, 
and, of course, according to him, could not be the place of his birth. This, he 
supposes to have been Tullich, which lies over against Balveny, on the east side 
of the water of Fiddich ; or, perhaps, Kininvie, which lies a mile to the north 
of Tullich, on the same water of Fiddich. Gordon adds, that he was a 
natural son of Kininvie’s, and that bis mother, during her pregnancy, could eat 
nothing but wheat bread, and drink nothing but wine, which Kininvie allowed 
her to be provided with, although she was nothing but a common servant” 
There is, however, much reason to suppose that this account of his birth is only 
a cavalier fiction. 

Educated for the military profession, Leslie very early in life obtained a 
captain’s commission in the regiment of Horatio lord de Vere, then employed 
in Holland as auxiliaries to the Dutch in fighting for their liberties against the 
overwhelming power of Spain. In this service he acquitted himself with singular 
bravery, and obtained the reputation of a skilful officer. He afterwards, along 
with many thousands of his countrymen, passed into the service of Sweden, 
under Gustavus Adolphus, by whom, after many heroic achievements, he was 
promoted to the rank of field-marshal with the approbation of the whole army. 

In the year 1628, he defended Stralsund, wbi^ was besieged by the whole 
force of the Imperidists, at that time masters of all Germany, that fortress 
excepted. Here he acquitted himself with the utmost bravery and skilL The 
plague had already broken out in the dty, and the outworks were in a most deplo- 
rable condition ; yet he compelled count Wallenstein, with a formidable army 
and flushed with victory, to raise the siege, after having sustained a severe loss. 
The citizens of Stralsund were so sensible of the services of the field-marshal, on 

* The writings of archbishop Leighton are thus enumerated in Watt’s Bibliotheca Biitan- 
nica :— ** Sermons, London, 1692, 4to. Prelectiones Theologicee, 1693, 4to. A Practieal 
Commentary on the two first chapters of the First. Epistle of St Peter, York, 169d| 2 vole. 
4to; also in 2 vols. 8vo,— an admirable Commentdiy which has been often repridted. 
Thm Posthumous Tracts; viz. Rules for a Holy Life; a Sermon; and a Catechism, Lon- 
don, 1708, 12ma” The best edition of Leighton’s whole works is that by Jarment in 6 wdi, 
8vo, 1806. 

* Depositum Robert! Leightounif, Archiepiscopi Glasguensis, apud Sootus, qui obfit xxv. 
die Junil anno DnL 1684, setatis suie 74^ 
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this occasion, that they made him a handsome present, and had medals struck to 
peipetuate their gratitude and the honour of tlwir deliverer. In the year 1635, 
he had charters granted to him, his wife, and ton, of the barony of Balgonie, 
and otlier lands in the counties of Fife, Berwick, and Roxburgh, He was at 
this time serving in Lower Saxony. In the year 1639, when the cove- 
nanters were preparing to resist their sovereign in the held, Leslie returned 
from Sweden, where he had continued after the death of Gustavus. in 
the service of Christina. This Leslie,’’ says Spalding, having conquest 
from nought wealth and honour, resolved to come home to his native country 
of Scotland and settle hinuelf beside his chief, the earl of Rothes, as he 
did indeed, and bought fair lands in Fife ; but the earl foreseeing the troubles, 
whereof himself was one of the principal beginners, took hold of this Leslie, 
who was both wise and stout, acquainted him with the plot, and had his 
advice for the furtherance thereof to his power.” 

It was a fortunate circumstance for the covenanters, that the oppressions to 
which they had been subjected, and the persecutions that were evidently pre* 
paring for them, were well known on the continent, where thousands of their 
fellow countrymen had been shedding their blood in the defence of the religion 
and liberties of their fellow protestants, and excited the deepest interest in their 
favour. Leslie had undoubtedly been invited home, and he brought a number 
of his countrymen along with him, who, having periled their lives for the same 
cause among foreigners, could not reasonably be considered as indifferent to its 
success among their own countrymen. Half a century had, for the first time 
since it was a nation, passed over Scotland without any thing like general war- 
fare. The people had, in a great measure, become unaccustomed to its hardships 
and its dangers, and the chieftains, such as had been abroad excepted, were 
unacquainted with its practice, and ignorant of its details. This defect, by the 
return of so many who had been in the wars of Gustavus, was amply supplied. 
Leslie was, by the committee of estates, appointed to the chief command ; — many 
of his fellow adventurers of less celebrity, yet well acquainted with military 
details and the equipment of an army, were dispersed throughout the country, 
where they were employed in training the militia, which in those days compre- 
hended every man that was able to bear arms, from the age of sixteen to sixty. 
By these means, together with a manifesto by the Tables (committees of the four 
estates assembled at Edinburgh), entitled, State of the Question, and Reasons 
for Defensive War,” which was circulated so as to meet the eye or the ear of 
every individual in the nation,*— the covenanters were in a state of preparation 
greatly superior to the king, though he had been meditating hostilities long 
before he declared them. Though now an old man, little in stature, and 
deformed in person, Leslie was possessed of ceaseless activity, as well as consum- 
mate skill ; and in both he was powerfully seconded by Uie ^eal of the people in 
general. Early apprized of the intentions of Cliarles, he so managed matters 
as to render them entirely nugatory. It was the intention of the latter, while 
he advanced with his main force upon his ancient kingdom by the eastern 
marohes, to enter it previously, or at least simultaneously, on the western 
side, with a body of Highlanders and Irish, and by the Firth of Forth 
with a' strong division of his English army, under his commissioner the 
duke of Hamilton. To meet this formidable array, every thing that lay within 
the compass of their limited means, was prepared by the covenanters. Military 
committees were appointed for every county, who wore to see to the assembling 
and training of the militia generally, and to forward to the army such levies 
and such supplies, as might be from time to time demanded. Smiths were every 
where put in requii^tion for the fabrication of muskets, carbines, pole-axes, 
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Lochab^r axes, and lialberts; magasunes to supply the troopi erere also 
provided ; and to call them together when occasion should require, Jboaoous 
were provided, and placed in every shire. Arms to the amount of thirty 
thousand stand were provided from Holland, in addition to those of home 
manufacture, and a foundry for cannon was established in the Potter Row, 
at that time one of the suburbs, now a street of Edinburgh. Leith, the 
port of the capital, was, however, still defenceless ; but, aware that the duke 
of Hamilton proposed to land theiw with hostile intentions, it was immediately 
resolved to put the place in a posture of defence. The plan of a new fort, the 
old defences of the town being in ruins, was laid down by Sir Alexander 
Hamilton, who acted as engineer to Leslie ; and several thousands came sponta- 
neously forward to assist in its erection. Noblemen, gentlemen, and citizens ; 
men, women, and children; even ladies of quality, claimed the privilege of as- 
sisting in forwarding the good work, and in less than a week it was finished, 
and the security of Edinburgh was considered complete. Along tlm coast of 
Fife, too, every town was surrounded with batteries mounted with cannon, caiv 
ried on shore from the ships ; and with the exception of Inchkeith aiid Imdi- 
colm, which were somehow neglected, there was not a resting place in the Firth 
for an enemy, till he should win it at the point of the pike. 

In the mean time, the duke of Hamilton lying in Yarmouth roads, was^coni*- 
manded to sail for the Forth, and by all or any means to ** create an awful di- 
version.” His first sail was no sooner discovered as a speck in the distant 
horizon, than the beacons were in a blaze from the one extremity of the country 
to the other, and ere he approached the shores of Leith they were lined by up- 
wards of twenty thousand intrepid defenders, among whom uas his own mother, 
mounted on horseback at the head of her vassals, with a pair of pistols in the 
holsters before her, with which she declared she would shoot her son with her 
own hand the moment he set a hostile foot on shore. Hamilton now found that 
he could do nothing. The troops on board his fleet did not exceed five thou- 
sand men, all raw young peasants, miserably sea-sick, and many of them 
labouring under the small pox. Instead of attempting hostile operations, he 
landed his men upon the islands of Inchkeith and Inclicolm,' which served him 
for hospitals, and contented himself with sending into the town council some 
more of Charles’s proclamations, which were promised to be laid before the 
States, who were expected to meet in a few days. This, as the measure of their 
obedience, Hamilton was for the time obliged to accept Of this circumstance, 
with the strength which they mustered, he failed not to acquaint hia master, ad- 
vising him at the same time to negotiate. — ^We are not detailing the history of 
the war, but the part performed in it by an individual, or we should have stated 
that Argyle had been sent to the west, where he had seized upon the castle of 
Brodick in Arran, where the earl of Antrim was to have first headed his Irish 
bands, in consequence of which they were for a time unable to come forward* 
The castle of Dumbarton had also been seized by a master-stroke of policy, as that 
of Edinburgh now was by the same in war. In the afternoon of the twenty-third 
of March, Leslie himself, with a few companies which he had been, accor^g to 
his usual custom, training in the outer court-yard of Holyrood house, some of 
which he secretly disposed in closes at the head pf the Castle Hill, approadipd 
to the exterior gate of the castle, where he called a parley with the captain er 
governor, demanding to be admitted. This being refused, he seemed to ntirp 
from the gate, when a petard which he had hung against it, burst andlaidJ^ open*. 
Tlutinpergate^was instantly assailed with axes, and scaling ladderswereapplietlL in 
the waU, by which the covenanters gained immediate admission ; while the gi»> 
rUoEi, panlc-etvuck with the> sudden explosion and the vigour of the attadc,aur- 
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rendered without ofihring any resistance. The cattles of Dalkeith^ Douglatt and 
Siratharen in Clydesdale^ and, in short, all the cattles of the kingdom, with the 
exception of that of Ci^larerodc, were seized in the same manner. Huntly, 
who was making dispositiont in the north to side with Charles, had also in the 
interim lieen kidnapped by Montrose, soihat he had actually not the shadow of 
a party in the whole kingdom. Towards the end of May, the king beginning 
to more from York, where he had fixed his head-quarters, towards the north, 
the army under Leslie was ordered southward to meet him. The final muster 
of the army, previous to the march, took place on the Links of Leith, on the 
20th of May, 1639, when from twelve to sixteen thousand men made their 
appearance, well armed in the German fashion, and commanded by native of- 
ficers whom they respected as their natural superiors, or by their own coun- 
trymen celebrated for their hardihood, and that experience in military affairs 
which they had acquired abroad. With the exception of one German trum- 
peter, there was not a foreigner among them : all were Scotsmen, brought im- 
mediately from the hearths and the altars which it was the object of the war to 
defend. The private men were, for the most part, ploughmen from the western 
counties ; stout rustics whose bodies were rendered muscular by healthy exer- 
cise, and whose minds were exalted by the purest feelings of patriotism and reli- 
gion. It was on this day that they were properly constituted an army, by hav- 
ing the articles of war read to them. These had been drawn out by Leslie with 
the advice of the Tables, after the model of those of Gustavus Adolphus, and a 
printed copy of them was delivered to every individual soldier. The general 
himself, at the same time, took an oath to the Estates, acknowledging himself in 
all things liable both to civil and ecclesiastical censure. Leslie had by this time 
acquired not only the respect and confidence, but the love of the whole com- 
munity, by the judgment with which all his measures were taken, and the zeal 
he displayed in the cause ; a zeal, the sincerity of which was suffidently attested 
by the fame of his exploits in Germany, and by the scars which he bore on his 
person in consequence of these exploits. He was deformed, old, and mean in 
his appearance ; but the consummate skill which he displayed, and the piety 
of his deportment, rendered him, according to Baillie, who was along with 
him, a more popular and respected general than Scotland haa ever enjoyed in 
the most warlike and beloved of her kings. With the van of this army, which 
was but a small part of the military array of Scotland at this time, Leslie 
marclied for the borders on the 21st of May, the main body following him 
in order. He was abundantly supplied on his march, and at every successive 
stage found that his numbers were increased, and his stock of provisions be- 
coming more ample. I'he first night he reached Haddington, the second Dun- 
bar, and the third Dunglass, a strong c^tle at the east end of Lammernioor, 
where he halted and threw up some intrenchments. Charles, in the mean 
time, advanced to the borders, indulging in the most perfect assurance of driving 
tb^ Scottish insurgents before him. Learning from his spies, however, that they 
wcins within a day*s march of him, and so well marshalled that the result of a 
contest would be at best doubtful, he ordered a trumpet to be sent with letters 
from himself to the Scottish army, conveying overtures of a friendly nature, but 
forbidding them to approach within ten miles of his camp, and on this demons- 
tration of their temporal, obedience, promising that all their just supplications 
should be granted. Finding them disposed to an amicable agreement, Charles 
advanced his camp io the Biiks, on the banks of the Tweed, and directed ^ 
earl of Holland, his general of horse, to proceed with thii^en troope of caval^^ 
three thousand foot, and a number of field-pieces, to drive some regimeiiti of 
the covenanters which bad been stationed at Kelso and Jedburgh under colonel 
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Robert Munro, for the protection of the borders, from their station, as being 
#ithiii the limits stipulated with the noblemen who commanded the main body. 
Flpooeeding^ in the execution of his order, to Dunse, the first town that lay in 
his way within the Scottish border, the earl of Hollandk|found it totally deserted 
of its inhabitants, except a very few, who heard him read a proclamation, de- 
claring the whole Scottish nation, especially all who were in arms and did not 
immediately lay them down, traitors. Proceeding westward to Kelso, and haw- 
ing reached a height overlooking the town, he found the Scottish troops in the 
act of being drawn out to receive him. * Startled at their appearance, Holland 
sent forward a trumpeter, to command them to retire according to the promise 
of their leaders. His messenger was met by a stem demand whose trumpeter 
he was, and on answering that he was lord Holland’s, was told that it would be 
well for him to be gone. Displeased with this reception of his missionary, his 
lordship ordered a retreat, and the Scottish soldiers were with difficulty re- 
strained from pursuing them to their camp. What share Leslie had in the pro- 
posed submission to Charles is not known ; but he no sooner heard of the above 
affair than he broke up his encampment at Dunglass, and set forward to Dunse, 
where he ordered' Munro to join him. Finding here an excellent position 
commanding both roads to Edinburgh, he formed his camp on the Law behind 
the town, where he could see the royal camp at Birks, on the other side of the 
Tweed. This movement was made without the knowledge of the English, whose 
camp Leslie, had he been left to himself, would most probably have surpriAd 
and secured, with nil that was in it. Charles himself, walking out after an 
alarm from the Scottish army, was the first to descry their encampment 
on Dunse Law, and he rightly estimated their number to be from sixteen 
to eighteen thousand men ; they were soon, however, increased to twenty-four 
thousand by the reinforcements that hastened up to them on the report of the 
English incursions at Dunse and Kelso ; and never was an army led to the field 
better appointed, or composed of better materials. It would have done your 
heart good,*’ said nn eye-witness, to have cast your eyes athwart our brave and 
rich hills as oft as 1 did, with great contentment and joy. Our hill was garnished 
on the top toward the south and east with our mounted cannon, well near to 
forty, great and small. Our regiment lay on the sides ; the crowners [superior 
officers of regiments] lay in canvass lodges, large and wide ; their captains about 
them in lesser ones ; the soldiers about all in huts of timber, covered with divot 
or straw. Over every captain’s tent door waved the flag of his company, blue, 
with the arms of Scotland wrought in gold, with the inscription * For Christ’s 
Crown and Covenant’ Leslie himself lay in the castle of Dunse, at the bottom 
of the hill, whence he issued regularly every night, rode round the camp, and 
saw the watches regularly set.” Throughout the whole array there was the most 
perfect harmony of opinion, both as to matters of civil and ecclesiastical polity ; 
and there was a fervour in the cause they had undertaken, that burned with 
an ^ual flame in the bosom of the peasant and the peer. The latter took their 
full diare in all the fatigues of the camp ; slept like the common soldiers, in 
their boots and cloaks on the bare ground; and in their intercourse with tlielkr 
inferiors, used the language of affection and friendship, rather than that of com- 
mand. Ministers of the gospel attended the camp in great numbers, carrying 
arms like the rest, and many of them attended by little parties of fhieir frieii^ 
and dependenta There were sermons morning and evening in various places 
of thp camp, to which the soldiers were called by heat of drum ; Snfl mlflls tlMir 
day was devoted to the practice of military exercises, its rise and iti weiHI 
<|elehratsd in every tent with the singing of psalms, reading the Scriptnvei, Slid 
pimyer. The general tone of the army was ardent, full of devotion to Qod^akd 
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of the hope of succeti against the enemy. Tliey felt^” says Baillie, ** the fa« 
YOur of God shining upon them, and a sweet, meek, humble, yet strong aifd 
vehement feeling leading them along. For myself, I never found my mind in 
better temper than it wi|S all that time since I came from home, for 1 was as a 
man who bad taken my leave from the world, and was resolved to die in that 
service without return.*’ While they were thus strengthened in spirit, the body 
wns equally well attended ta The regular pay of the common men was six- 
pence a day ; fourpence purchased a leg of lamb, and all of them were served 
with wheateii bread ; a luxury which it is probable many of them never enjoyed 
either before or after. I^eslie kept open table daily at Dunse castle for the no- 
bility and for strangers, besides a side table for gentlemen waiters ; and as there 
had been an extraordinary crop the preceding year, and the people were zeal- 
ous to offer supplies, the camp abounded with all the necessaries of life. An 
amicable arrangement, however, having been entered into between Charles and 
the covenanters, peace was proclaimed in both camps on the ISth of June, 1639. 

In the month of April, 1640, it was found necessary by the covenanters to re- 
assemble their army, and Leslie was again appointed general ; but from various 
causes it was the beginning of August before the general armament could be 
collected at Dunse, where, in the early part of that month it was reviewed by 
the generaL It amounted to twenty-three thousand foot, three thousand 
horse, and a train of heavy artillery, besides some light cannon, formed of tin 
and leather corded round, capable of sustaining twelve discharges each. This 
was a species of artillery used by Gustavus Adolphus, and which the Scottish 
general had adopted in imitation of his master. This army was composed of 
the same men who had last year occupied Dunse Law. The horse were chiefly 
composed of respectable citizens and country gentlemen, lightly armed ; some 
of them having lances, and generally mounted on the small, but active horses of 
the country. Their attire and accoutrements were the same as in the preced- 
ing year, including the broad Lowland blue bonnet Their march over the 
border was, however, delayed for some weeks for the want of money and neces- 
saries. ** It was found,” says Mr John Livingston, who accompanied the army 
in the capacity of chaplain to the earl of Cassillis’s regiment, ** when the whole 
army was come up, that there was want of powder and of bread, the biscuit 
being spoiled, and of cloth to be huts to the soldiers. This produced some fear 
that the expedition might be delayed for that year. One day when the com- 
mittee of estates and general officers, and some ministers, were met in the castle 
of Dunse, and were at prayer and consulting what to do, an officer of the guard 
comes and knocks rudely at the door of the room where we were, and told there 
was treachery discovered ; for he, going to a big cellar in the bottom of the 
house, seeking for some other thing, had found a great many barrels of gun-pow- 
der, which he apprehended was intended to blow us all up. Afrer search, it 
was found that the powder had been laid in there the year before, when the 
army had departed from Dunse Law, and had been forgotten. Therefore, hav- 
ing found powder, the earls of Rothes and Loudon, Mr Alexander Henderson, 
and Mr Archibald Johnston were sent to Edinburgh, and within a few days 
brought as much meal and doth to the soldiers by the gift of well affrcted peo- 
ple there, as sufficed the whole army. With the same readiness these people 
had parted with their cloth and their meal, others parted with their plate, and 
to such an extent was this carried, that for many years afterwards, not even a 
silver spoon was to be met with in the best houses.” — It was very refreshful,” 
adds Livingston, to remark that after we came to a quarter at nij^t, there 
^vas nothing to be heard almost through the whole army but singing of psalms, 
prayer, and reading of the Scriptures by the soldiers in their several tents ; and 1 
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^ in&wmed there was much more the year before, when die ^.aiviy lay at 
Dunce Law. And, indeed, in all our meetings and consultings, both uH^in 
doors and in the fidds, always the nearer the Itoginnipr there was so nmch the 
more dependence upon God, and more tenderness in mrship and walking; but 
through process of time, we still declined more and more.'^ 

General Leslie crossed the Tweed on the 30th of August with hia army, 
in three dirisions ; the College of Justice’ troop of hone, consisting of one 
hundred and sixty gentlemen, under Sir Thomas Hope, riding on the right 
wing in order to break the stream for the foot ; all of whom got safely through 
but one man, who was drowned. In their march, the officers of the Soot^ 
Ush army were greatly embarrassed by a fear of offending the English nation, 
with which they had no quarrel, and with which they knew well tliey were not 
able to contend. With all the difficulties imposed on him by his situation, how- 
ever, Leslie continued his march till the 38th, when he completely de- 
feated the king’s troops, who had been sent to defend the for^ at New- 
bum. This success put him in possession of Newcastle, Tynemouth, Shields, and 
Durham, together with several large magazines of provisions, and again re- 
duced Charles to the last extremity ; a crisis which ultimately produced the 
treaty of Hippon, afterwards transferred to London. The king had now, how- 
ever, the parliament of England upon his hands, and was less occupied with 
Scottish affiurs than formerly. Ten months elapsed before the English parliament 
saw fit to allow the treaty to be concluded, the Scottish army being all the time 
quartered in Newcastle, ffiat they might be at hand to assist, in case of mattem 
coming to extremities between the king and the lords of St Stephen’s diapsl. 
Embarrassed and controlled by his parliament, Charles now attempted to con- 
ciliate the Scots by conceding to them all their demands ; hoping thereby to 
engage them to take part with him against the former. With Diis view he 
came himself to Scotland in the month of August, 1641, when, passing through 
the Scottish army at Newcastle, he was received with the utmost respect, and 
entertained by the general, who was created lord Balgonie, and on the 1 1th 
of October, 1641, earl of Leven by patent to him and his heirs whatsoever. In 
the following year the earl was sent over to Ireland, in command of the forces 
raised for suppressing the rebellion there. In the next year he was recalled 
to take the command of the forces sent into England to Uie assistance of the 
parliament, in pursuance of the Solemn League and Covenant. He commanded 
the left of the centre division of the parliamentary forces at the battle of Man- 
ton moor, and was driven out of the field, though the honour of his own name 
and that of his country was gallantly sustained by David Leslie, whose valour 
contributed in a great degree to the victory there obtained. He after- 
wards, assisted by the earl of Callander, took the town of Newcastle by storm ; 
but treated both the town and the garrison with lenity. The king having made 
overtures to the Scottish generals, loven sent a copy of them to the parliament, 
which in return awarded him a vote of thanks, accompanied by a present of a 
piece of plate. He now laid siege to Harford, but being left by David Leslie, 
who had mardied with all the horse into Scotland to oppose Montrose, and the 
king approaching in great force, he raised the siege, and marched northward. 
He was appointed to command, at the dege of Newark, an army composed of 
both Scottish and English troops, where t^ king came to him privately on iStm 
Sth day of May, 1646. He was afterwards one of a hundred ofiken w1io,j^ 
their kmees, besought his majesty to accept the proposifions ofihred hlih by m 
parliament, and thus be merciful to himself and to the nation. IHieii m 
gagement for the king’te rescue was entered into, the earl of Leven eesign^ |he 
command of the army in disgust, pleading the infirmities of old age. On dm 
ni. 3 o 
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fidtoe of that project. Ho was again rettore4 to the place he had lo h o nourably 
filled ; but before the battle of Dunbar he again resigned on aeoeunt of hie 
great age, but appeared in the field as a Tolunteinr, The year foUoatng# at a 
meeting of some noblemen for concerting measures in behalf of Cfaarlea ll. at 
Hiot in Angus, he was, along with tlie rest, surprised by a detachment from the 
ganrison of Dundee, carried to London, and thrown into the Tower. At the re- 
quest of Christina, queen of Sweden, he was liberated, had his sequestration 
taken .off, and no fine imposed upon him. He returned to Scotland in the 
month of Blay, 1654 , and shortly after went to Sweden, to fiiank Christina for 
the fhvour she had done him by interceding with Cromwell on his behalf. How 
long he remained in Sweden is not known ; but he died at Balgony on the 
4th of April, 1661 , at a very advanced age. He was buried on the nine- 
teenth of the same month in the church of Markinch. Few men have been 
more fortunate in life than Aleuuider Leslie, earl of Leven. He appears to have 
entered upon its duties without fortune and with a scanty education, and by the 
force of his talents, seconded by habits of religion and persevering industry, 
raised himself to the highest honours which society has. to confer, both in his 
own and in foreign countries. His services were at the time pf immense value 
to his country, and would have been much more so, had they not been shackled 
by the prejudices, the prepossessions, and the ignorance, of those whom the cir- 
cumstances of birth placed over him as directors. His lordship acquired exten- 
sive landed property, particularly Inchmartin in the Carse of Cowrie, which he 
called Inchleslie. He was twice married ; first to Agnes, daughter of KenUm 
of Billy in Berwiduhire, and by her had two sons, Gustavus and Aleaumder, the 
latter of whom succeeded him as earl of Leven; and five daughters. Afler the 
death of his first wife, which took place in 1651 , he married F^ces, daughter 
of Sir John Ferriers of Tamworth in Staffordshire, relict of Sir John Parking- 
ton, baronet of Westwood, in the county of Worcester, by whom be bad no 
issue. His peerage finally became merged by a female with that of Melville, 
in conjuncBon with which it still exists. 

LESLIE, David, a celebrated military commander during the civil wars, 
and the first lord Newark, was the fifth son of Patrick Leslie ^ Pitcairly, com- 
mendator pf Lindores, by his wife, lady Jean Stuart, second daughter of Robert, 
first earl of Orkney. Of his early life little more is known than that, like 
many, others of his countrymen, he went into the service of Gustavus Adolphus, 
king of Sweden, where he distinguished himself by his military talents, 
and attained to the rank of colonel of horse. Returning from the opn- 
tinent at, or shortly after* the commencement of the civil wars, he was appointed 
major-general to the army that was sent into England under the ooimiuuiid of 
the earl of Leven, to the assistance of the parliament This army» which 
inarched for England in the month of January, 16449 after suf^ng greatly 
fi*om the state of the roads and want of provisions, joined the parltomentary 
forces at Tadcaster, on the 20th of April, with whom they were united in the 
siege of Yprk, whicH'was raised on the night of Sunday, the SOA of June, by 
the gdvanee of prince Rupert, with all the strength of the royal army. Deter- 
mined to gire Him battle, the confederates topk post on Mavston moor, on the 
•outii ride of tHe Oqse, ^out five miles distant from the icpne of their former 
operriions. Here l^ey hoped to have interrupted the nmxdi of the prlnoe to> 
wprds the dty, whi^ he was desirous of gaining ; but permitting their attention 
to be dngrossed by ^ party of horse which He despatched tor this purpose^ to 
contest the pamage nf a river, he ip the mean tinto cuooeeded fn throwpig ^ 
whole of his army into the town. Hss immediate object thus gained, He wto ad- 
vised by his colleague, the marquis of Newcastle, to rest satisfied tiH He riipiild 
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MUSiNenMiiito, «r till tba dimnitoiit which now •^fcand. samiy lh« 
cwCfeJc W tci.l ho dd sriie to woh » height m to deettoy the muwiaritf «f tiiehr 
iwwieedit i g ei Biqieit, however, wee not of a di^eeition to wait foeAemeU con* 
Idagenelee, nftw haodiiceired the dumoes to be already in hit fiironr ; he tfaere^ 
fere hadened to Maiaton moor, the poeitien the enemy themielret 
and came upon their rear when they were already on their march for Tadoaster,' 
Gawwood, and Selby, by occupying which, they intended to cut off hu auppitea, 
and to hem him in till the arrival of additional fo#oec should render his captore 
easy, and his escape impossible. The Scottish troops in advance of tl}e army 
were already within a mile of Tadcaster, when about nine o’clock of the morn- 
ing of the Sdnd of July, 1644, the alarm was ghren that prince Rupert’s horse, 
to the number of five thousand, were pressing on the rear of the confederates, 
while the main body of his army occupied the moor which they had just left 
The march was instantly countermand^, and preparations for an engagement 
made with the least possible delay. The prince, however, having full possession 
of the moor, they were compelled to draw up part of their troops in an adjohiing 
Md of rye, their right bearing upon the town of Marston, and their line ex- 
tending about a mile and a half fronting the moor* By three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, both armies, amounting to ^5,000 men each, were formed in order of 
boltie^ The royal army was oommanded on the right by prince Rupert in per- 
son ; on the left by Sir Charles Lucas, assisted by cblonel Harvey ; while the 
centre was led by generals Goring, Porter, and Tilyard. The marquis of New- 
castle was also in the action, but &e place he occupied has not been ascertained. 
The perliamentary army was compost, on the right, of horse, partly Scottish, 
commanded by Sir Thomas Fairfax ; on the left, likewise horse, by tlie earl of 
Manchester, and Cromwell his lieutenant-general, assisted by major-general 
David LelAlo, and in the centre by lord Fairfax and the earl of Leven. The 
battle commenced with a discharge of great guns, which did little execution on 
either side. A ditch, separating tiie combatants, rendered the assault a matter 
of difficulty and peculiar danger, and bolli stood for some minutes in breathless 
expectation waiting the signal for attack. On that signal being made, Man- 
chester’s foot and the Scots of the main body in a running march deai^ the 
ditch, and advanced boldly to the charge, accompanied by the horse, who also 
rushed forward to the attack. The 6ery Rupert with his squadrons instantiy ad- 
vanced upon the no -less fiery, but for more cautious CromWell. The conflict 
was terrible ; every Individual .being under tiie eye of his leader, exerted him- 
self as if the fote it the day had been intrusted to his single arm. The troops 
of Cromwell, however, supported by David Leslie and the Scottish horse, charg^ 
through the very flower of the cavaliers, putting them completely to flight, 
while Manchester’s fbot, keeping pace with them, cut down and dispersed the 
Infontry. The marquis of Newcastle’s regiment alone disdained to fly, and their 
dead bodies, distinguished by their white uniforms, covered tiie grdund they bad 
occupied when alive. On the other extremity of the line Sir ThonMa Fairfox 
and colonel Lambert, with a few troops of horse, charged through the royd 
army^ and met their own victorious left vdng. The Remainder, however^ 
completely' defoated, and even Fairfax^ victorious brigade vras thrown into' ceok 
fusion by aoroe new raised regiments wbeding back upmi it, and Mading down 
hi' teir flight the Scottish reserve under the eari of Leven, who, tkiven fi^ the 
Add, fled to Tadcaster, carrying with them the news of a total defeat. Ocefo- 
well, Leslie, and Manchester, perceiving tiie rout of their foieikds, lotliniedtoltiie 
Add ae the victors^ were about to seise upon the spoil. The fate of the d|ay win 
now xeveieed The royal troops, occupying the field of rye, and the piithinteii- 
tary forces tiie moor. Bach, however, determined, if possible, to pieicm lUs 
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advantage tiiey had gained^ and both once more joined battle. The struggle 
now, however, though bloody, was short and decisive^ The shattered remaias 
of the royal army sought shelter in York ; leaving all their baggage, artillery, 
military stores, and above a hundred stand of colours in the hands of the con- 
querors. Upwards of three thousand men were left dead on the field ; and 
upwards of fifteen hundred prisoners — more than a hundred of whom were 
principal ofiicers — fell into the hands of the conquerors. This victory was the 
death-blow to the affairs of the king, and greatly added to the reputation of 
Cromwell and Leslie, between whom the whole merit of the affair was divided ; 
the independents claiming the largest share for Cromwell, and the presbyterians 
for Ledie. The combined army immediately laid siege to York, which surren- 
dered by capitulation in a few days. The confederates, after the capture of York, 
separate ; the Scottish troops marching northward to meet the earl of Cal- 
lander, whom they joined before Newcastle in the month of August 

General Baillie, in the mean time, had been recalled from England to com- 
mand the raw levies that were raised for the defence of the country ; but he was 
accompanied in his progress by a committee of the estates, who controlled all 
his movements ; and contrary to the opinion of the general himself, commanded 
him to leave a strong position and expose himself with an army of inexperienced 
soldiers to certain destruction on the fatal field of Kilsyth, August 15th, 1645. 
The issue of this battle left the kingdom entirely in the power of Montrose and 
his army. In this emergency, David Leslie, with the whole of the cavalry at- 
tached to the Scottish army, then lying before Hereford, was recalled. Arriving 
at Berwick, whither the States had fled from the plague, which was then rag- 
ing in Edinburgh, Leslie took measures for cutting ofl* the retreat of Montrose 
to the north, amongst whose mountains he had formerly found refuge. For this 
purpose he proceeded as far as Gladsmuir, about three miles to the west of Had- 
dington, where he learned that Montrose was lying secure in Ettrick forest, 
near Selkirk. Leslie was no sooner apprized of this, tlian he wheeled to the 
left, and marched southward by the vale of Gala. The darkness of the 
night concealed his motions, and the first notice Montrose had of his opproach 
was by his scouts informing him that Leslie was within half a mile of him. A 
sanguinary encounter soon followed; but Montrose’s troops, though they 
fought with a desperation peculiar to their character, were completely broken 
and driven from the field, leaving one thousand dead bodies behind them. 
Their leader, however, had the go^ fortune to escape, as did also the marquis 
of Douglas, with the lords Crawford, Sir Robert Spotiswood, A. Leslie, 
William Bollock, Erskine, Fleming, and Napier. The lords Hai^eld, Drum- 
mond, andOgilvy, Philip Nisbet, William Murray, brother to lord Tulli- 
bardine, Ogilvy of Innerquharity, Nathaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthrie, son to the 
bishop* of Moray, and twd Irish colonels, O’Kean and Lauchlin, were made 
prisoners, and reserved for trial in the castles of Edinburgh and Stirling. Up- 
wards of a hundred Irish soldiers taken, were, in conformity to a decree of the 
legislatures of both kingdoms, diot upon the field. 

Leslie now proceeded with his victorious army to Lothian, ahd from thence, 
accompanied by the conumttee of Estates, to Glasgow, where, in conjunction with 
the committee of the church, they deliberated on the measures necessary for 
completing the reaction of Montrose, and securing the internal peace of the 
kingdom. Some of the prisoners taken at Philiphaugh were here tried and en- 
eeuted, and as a miwk of gratitude, the committee, out of a fine they imposed 
on the marquis of pouglas, voted to Leslie fifty thousand marks, with a gold 
chain, and to Middleton, who was second in command, thirty thousand. .Mon* 
trose, testleH and Intriguing, in the mean time wandered from place to plaQ0» 
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•ndMfomnng to raifo a new army« Leslie now returned to his station iii the 
SeottSsh anoy, under the earl of Leren, whom he joined in the siege of Newark 
upon IVent It was here that Charies^ baffled in all his projects, came into tlfe 
Scottish camp a flying fugitive, on the 5th day of May, 1646. He was received 
with great respect, the commandeMn-chief, the earl of Leven, presenting him 
with his sword upon his knee. On flie return of the Scottish army it was re- 
duced to about six thousand men, of' whom Leslie was declared lieutenant* 
general, with a pension of one thousand pounds a month over and above his pay 
as colonel of the Perthshire horse. With this force Leslie proceeded to the north, 
where the Gordons still kept up a party for the king. These men, who had 
been so formidable to Argyle, Hurry, and Baillie, with the parliamentary com- 
missioners, scarcely made the shadow of resistance to Leslie. He seized upon 
all their principal strengths, and sent their leaders prisoners to Edinburgh. 
The lives of the inhabitants, according to his instructions, he uniformly spared ; 
but upon the Irish auxiliaries he as uniformly did military execution. Having 
gone over the northern districts, and secured every castle belonging to the dis- 
affected, he left Middleton to garrison the country, and with instructions to seize 
upon the person of Huntly, who had taken refuge among the hills. These ar- 
rangements made, he passed into the peninsula of Kintyre^ to look after Mon- 
trose’s colleague, Alaster M'GolL This chieftain, after making some ineffectual 
resistance, took to his boats with his followers, and sought safety among the 
western isles, leaving his castle of Dunavertie to the care of a body of Irish 
and Highlanders, to the number of three hundred men. As this force, how- 
ever, was wholly inadequate to the defence of the foil, it was taken, and the 
garrison put to the sword. Alaster himself was pursued by Leslie, with eighty 
soldiers, to his castle in Isla. He had, however, fled to Ireland, leaving two 
hundred men under the command of Colkittoch, his father, to defend his castle 
of Dunevey. This stronghold Leslie also reduced, the garrison having sur- 
rendered, on condition of having their lives spared, but to be sent to serve under 
Henry Sinclair, a lieutenant-colonel in the French service. Colkittoch being 
given to the Campbells, was hanged. Having gone over the other islands with 
the same success, Leslie returned to the low country in the month of September, 
where he was honoured with the approbation of his party for the fidelity, dili- 
gence, and success with which he had executed his commission. The king, in 
the mean time, had been delivered up to the English parliament, and possed 
through that series of adventures which ended in his taking refuge in the isle 
of Wight. When the duke of Hamilton in 1648, raised an army of moderate 
Scottish covenanters, to attempt the rescue of his royal roaster, Leslie was of- 
fered the command ; but, the church being averse to the undertaking, he de- 
clined accepting it. After the duke had marched on his unfortunate expedition, 
the remuning strength of the country was modelled into a new army under 
the less moderate covenanters, and of the earl of Leven was appointed com- 
mander, and David Leslie majoivgeneral, as formerly. Immediately after the 
death of Charles L, when the cavaliers rose in the north for his son, in what was 
called Fluscardine’s Baid,” Leslie sent a party against them in the month 
of May, 1649, under the command of Charles Ker, Hacket, and Strahan, 
by whom they were totally dispersed. On the resignation of the earl of Leven, 
Leslie was appointed to the chief command of the army raised on behalf of 
Charles IL, idlter he had accepted the covenant, and been admitted to the 
government In this situation he showed himself an able general, r^^eatedly 
baffling by his skill the superior forces of Cromwell, whom he at last shut up at 
Dunbar ; and but for the folly of the church and state committee, whltdi had been 
the plague of the army during all the previous troubles, had undoubtedly cut 
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off hit whole emy. YieMitig to the iraportunitiee of thii eommittee, he mltly 
dracended from hii coamaiidiiig position, and was slfmdty detated on the Ih^d 
of September, 165D« Upwards of three thousand Men were left dead tm the . 
field, ten thomnd were taken prisoners, two hundred edioatf^ fiftMn tbeoWMd 
stand of arms, with all the baggOge and artillery, ihll into the hands of the 
English. Leslie, with the wreck of his army, reti^ upOn Stirling, and again 
made such dispositions for defending that important line of defenee as Cromwell 
found himself unable to force. Here he was joined by Charles, who himself, 
assumed the command of the army, haring the duke of Hainilton and Leslie for 
his lieutenants In this capacity Leslie accompanied the king to W orcester,* where, 
on the Srd of September, 1651, Cromwell completely routed the royal aiWiy. 
Leslie was intercepted in his retreat through Yorkshire, and committed to the 
tower of London, where he remained till the Restoration in the year 1660. 
By Cromwell’s act of grace he was fined in four thousand pounds in the year 
1654. After the Restoration he was created, in consideration of his services 
and sufihrings in the royal cause, lord Newark, by patent dated the Slst of Au- 
gust, 1661, to him and the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, with a 
pension of five hundred pounds per annum. His lordship, however, does not 
seem to have been without enemies, as the following letter from the king, as- 
suring him of his unabated confidence, sufficiently implies : — Although we have 
on all occasions, both abroad and since our happy return, declared ourself fully 
satisfied with your conduct and loyalty in our service, and although in consider- 
ation of the same, we have given you the title and honour of a lord ; yet, seeing 
we are told, that malice and slander do not give over to persecute you, we have 
thought fit to give you this further testimony, and to dedare finder our hand, 
that while you was the lieutenant-general of our army, you did, both in England 
and Scotland, behave yourself with as much conduct, resolution, and honesty as 
was possible or could bo expected from a person in that trust : and as we told 
you, so we again repeat it, that if we had occasion to levy an army fit for ourself 
to command, we would not fail to give you an employment in it fit for year 
quality.” His lordship died in the year 168S. He married Jean, daughter of 
Sir John York, by wbom^ he had a son, David, who succeeded him as lord 
Newark, and three daughters ; the eldest of whom, Elizabeth, was married to 
Archibald Kennedy of GuUean, and was mother to Susanna, the celebrailed conn- 
tesa of Eglintoune. 

LESLEY, Gbobos, of Mostmubx, a capudiin friar, of the earlier part of the 
seventeenth century. The introduction of this individual, as an ilhisCriouB 
Scotsman, and the manner* in which we intend to treat the eventt' of his life, 
requite seme explanation. John Benedict Rhiuccini, archbishop of Fermo, 
pti^lifeed in Italian the life and marvelous adventures of his friend George Les- 
ley, a Seetaman of rank, who had been miraculously converted to the Bolnan 
oatMic faith.* A work on so [gating a subject did not remain long in obscur- 
ity ; it was tranalalad into French, in winch language it was pubikh^ at Rouen 
in 1660, at Paris in 1680, and again at Rouen in 1700. In 1673 R was drm- 
natiaed at Rome, and the decent inhabitants of Monymuric, a reasoto hainles in 
Aherdeensbfie, weredothed in names suited tor an amRenoe hi the imperial dCy ; 
aach as lamssnie a Salvhitst dergyman, the parish mlnistmf of Menymudc ; Foiu 
cina, his servant T9ieo]^lus»un old cottager; besides an angel, Pkito,and'Beel* 
Behub, In the form of Calvin.’ The woil^ even in its primitive ferni, is a p|ive 

* Not having bean nrfortunate as to meet with a copy of the Italian edition, we cannot gite 
a oow of the ttfie page^ or even of the6ate. 

* II Cappuflchino Soemese, in SceiuL ocm la seocm^i parto, e aua morte, non ancer mai piu 
stampata. Data In 'liiee dal Signor Franceeoo Roza d Alairi. In Roma, per il mandni, 
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jpampio^r n^ttfootiuned for the laudable purpoee oi iiqpportiag Idle holy catholic 
chiller while in the midit of the abaurd topography, and atill move ahaurd dla^ 
playa of ehavaotor, it it evident from namet and ciroumstanoei, that the whole la 
founded on iacti and that George Laaley nuiat have been a man remaiicable Ibr 
en^uaiaam, ecoentricity, villanyi or acme other qualification on which it la dif- 
ficult to determinOi There have alieady been publiahed two abridged tmnala* 
tiona of hia life, one by lord Hailea in hia Sketchea of Scottiah Biography, the 
other In the Soota Magazine for ISOil. A aearch into auch contemporary, reeorda 
aa we thought might throw any light on the real edventurea and merita of thia 
wonderful man, haa proved vain ; and, unable to aeparate the truth the faloe- 
hood, we compelled to follow the atepa of thoae who have already treated the 
aubject, by giving an abridgment of the French tranalation, without omitting 
any of iU marvela. 

The author commenoea with an account of the city of Aberdeen, which, aa we 
know it to be incorrect, and can * aeparate the truth from the falaehood’ in it, 
we omit. In ita neighbourhood lived Jamea, count Lealey, and Jean Wood hia 
wife, the father and mother of George, who received from them all the treat* 
ment of a beloved aon, with the exception, that along with hia mother'a milk he 
auoked in the dawning doctrinea of Calvinism. Count Lealie died aoon after the 
birth of hia aon, leaving him vaat wealth, and the lady afterwarda married the baron 
de Torry.^ In hia eighth year the young count was sent to pursue hb studies in 
France, with a train and equipage suited to his rank, a heretic preceptor, and a 
fund of advice steadfastly to maintain the faith he had been taught He applied 
diligently to his studies, and became acquainted with two noble Parisian brothers, 
whose society, contrary to the usual expectation of the world regarding such aa- 
sodatea, confirmed him in . hia studious dbpoaition, and like Si Basil and St 
Gregory Nazianzen, he knew no other street in Paris save that which com- 
municated with their house and the school. The Parisian youths compassionating 
the state of their companion’s soul, proceeded to efibct hia conversion, in which 
they were aasuted by their father, who, instead of the ordinary methqd of balan- 
cing the doctrines of the two religions .with each other, appears to have merely con- 
trasted Calvinism, the affection of his relations, and eternal damnation, with the 
catholic faith, eternal felicity, and the loss of his near rebtions. The discus- 
sions were conducted at the old genUeman’s country house, beneath the shadow 
of an oak, and as a recreation the pastimes of bunting and fishing. The 
efibct of the whole was irresistible ; young Lesley submitted to become a member 
of the holy catholic church, and was immedialely conducted to a confessional, 
after which his companions beheld in his face a glimpse of that glory which for- 
merly .appeared in the face of Moses. Meanwhile the heretic preceptor was na- 
turally displeased with what he saw ; he argued, and threatened, and represent- 
ed the grief of the young count’s mother, but in vidn. He then sent an account 
of the matter to Monymusk, . and the lady in great trepidation demanded the 
return of her son ; but he, anxious for the si^ety of his new faith, declined, and 
the enraged parent disowned him. * Alas!’ groans the archbbhop, ' to what an 
extent will bigotry drive us in matters of religion.’ The young count, who bad 
now reached the matuie age of sixteen, put himself under the protection of hb 
new friends, and accompanied them on a pilgrimage to Loretta Here he pidced an 
acquaintance with the capuchin fatheii cf St Francis, and particularly with Angis 
Joyeuse, a noUe Frenchman, who had exchanged rank and wealth lor the cordl 
of St Fmcis. On the departure of hb friend, he intimated hb intention of 
remaining at Home to prepare for the conversion of hb nuaesable frunily : he 
expremed a desire to enter the fiatemity of St Francis, but wa» hetviM to 
' Probably the laird of Torry, a village in the parish ef Nigg, near Aberdeen. 
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difcover that certain bulla prohibited the reception of newly conterted herettea* 
The ingenuity of hia Mend, Ange, attempted to relieve him from thia dilemma. 
It waa repreaented that there waa a rational diatinotion betwixt heretioa in a 
catholic country, and the children of Huguenota, who had no meana of knowing 
the true &ith. The distinction, howerer, waa not aatiafactory to the general of 
the order, and Lesley formed the bold design of bursting into the papal pre* 
sence, aud enforcing hia request. When the youth lifted up hia adoring eyes, 
to look at the countenance of the ricegerent of God, the whole chamber beamed 
with a daaaling light, more luminous than the sun, the brighter rays of light be- 
ing there accumulated to form a tiara for the majesty of the sacred head. A 
phenomenon which we are confidentially assured by the biographer, always at- 
tends the pontifical presence, although it is not often risible to the naked eye. 
By the intervention of the pope, he was received into the order, and became a 
capuchin, and assuming the ecclesiastical name of Archangel, he preached with 
edification. Twenty years had elapsed since his departure from Scotland, when 
his mother, hearing that he had disgraced his family by joining a fraternity of 
beggars, at first (according to the charitable presumption of the archbishop), 
wished to asaasainate him, but preferred the more humane alternative of sending 
her second son, the baron of Torry, to convert him. It would be tedious to tell 
how the brothers met, and how the revene of what was expected took place, by 
the baron joining the true faith, and both forming a project for the conversion 
of their mother, and the other inhabitants of Scotland. The baron was the first 
to return to Scotland, and accident soon revealed the change in his faith ; in 
the mean time Lesley was chosen capuchin preacher at the court of Mary of 
Medicis, queen regent of France, and on the institution of the college de propa^ 
gandajide, by Gregory XV., he was appointed papal emissary to Scotland, to 
procure the restoration of that lost land to the true faith, at the same time ac- 
cepting the additional situation of interpreter to the Spanish ambassador in Bng^ 
land. Lesley, or as his biographer at this period commonly terms him. Arch- 
angel, wrote a letter to his mother, which with much discretion he delivered 
himself. He was received with considerable cold politeness, and entertained in 
the castle ; where, however, he could not eat his dinner in peace from being 
compelled to sit beside a heretic clergyman, who pocketed 300 crowns annually 
for teaching the doctrines of damnation, to whom, says his author, whenever he 
tunied his eyes, he thought the banquet assumed the aspect of a funeral meal. 
Archangel kept his secret about six days, when a remark which he made con- 
nected with a cliange in the establishment, proved him not to be a stranger, and 
he WAS compelled to make himself known. The rejoicings at this event can 
scarcely be described in words. The old lady received thausandt of visits of 
congratulation, tlie fame of the event reached even to Aberdeen (about twenty- 
five miles), fires of rejoicing were lighted up on the eosf/e of Monymusk/ and the 
inhabitants of the town * discharged culverins and let off aky-ro<^ets. He com-, 
menced a vigorous discharge of the duties of his mission ; he led the people to 
an adjoining mountain, where he had not been preaching half a quarter of an 
hour, when the people shuddered, changed colour, and knelt at his feet, — ^he 
converted 4000 to the true faith in eight months. He now naturally turned his 
eyes towards the salvation of his mother, to which he was resolved to make his 
way through the heretical priest The reverend gentlenmn at first declined 
any discussion, but he was at length compelled to come to issue. He was asked 
what was the denomination of his peculiar faith, and with mudi simplicity an- 

* Thecastleof Monymuskisaneatold Flemish building, which would make a thther 
nutive modern mansioB. 

* The hamlet of Mcnymusk contains about dO inhabitants. 
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swered, it was the church of Genenu Archangel then asked if the churcdi of 
Genera was ever mentioned in Scripture P this was a home thrust to the ndnhrter, 
who had seen no more in Scripture about the diurcfa of Geneva, than about Oie 
stipend of Monymudc. Like a prudent man, however, he promised to proditoe 
what was wanted if he could get time ; but after repeated delays, having failed. 
Archangel triumphantly pointed to the epistle to the Romans as a proof ai the 
existence of his church ; the heretic was dismissed for incapability and error, 
and his mistress’s faith ceded to the victor. The conversion of the mother was 
followed by that of the other members of the family, and the whole establishment 
of the castle* A splendid chapel was fitted up for the celebiation of the rites 
of the Roman catholic church, and the object of the mission made rapid progress 
for two years, at the end of which period, one of king James’s edicts against 
Roman catholics compelled Archangel to retire to England, and there prosecute 
his mission in secrecy, having been compelled to leave his books and papers as 
a prey to the enemy. His mother's goods were confiscated, and she was r^uced 
to the utmost misery by protestant persecution. In these circumstanoes her ton 
resolved to visit her, and dressing himself as an itinerant vender of herbs, 
passed through the streeta of Monymusk, vociferating * Buy my greens he 
obtained an interview with his mother, who was reduced to the necessity of being 
compelled to purchase some of his commodity, and a scene ensued, which our 
limits will not permit us to describe. Being interrupted in his visit by the pro- 
testant * inquisitors,' he was compelled to return to England, whence he was sum- 
moned to Italy to attend the head of his order, on the ground of some alleged 
malversation, the cause of which is not very lucidly explained. The plague 
raged in Italy during his journey, and he for some time occupied himself in at- 
tending the sick at Cremona. Me was then appointed guardian of the convent 
of Mount George in the diocese of Fermo. Here he became acquainted with the 
archbishop who has so lucidly written his memoirs, and through a mutual miracle 
a second mission to Britain was concocted between them. Archangel set out ac- 
companied by another Scottish capuchin called Epiphanes ; their vessel was 
overtaken by a violent storm, and after a few amiable discussions about tossing 
overboard some useless hands, in order to. lighten her, she was wrecked, the two 
capuchins being miraculously saved, along with some passengers, among whom 
were two English gentlemen whom Archangel converted hy the following com- 
fortable argument : * We hold that you cannot be saved, you admit that we may ; 
judge, then, which is the safest religion.’ ^ He after this met a young Scots- 
man, who gare him the pleasing intelligence, that, notwithstanding the persecu- 
tions sufibred by the true fiiith in Scotland, one influential family in the neigh- 
bourhood of the large town of Monymusk had been spared, the influence of the 
king of France having procured the restoration of their estates, and permission 
to exercise their religion. This gentleman turned out to be his younger bro- 
ther, Edward, from whom he learned also the sad intelligence, that their mother 
had fallen into a fever, and died, from the dread Siat her son liad been 
drowned in his voyage. After this, many adventures happened to Archangel, 
among which, some too curious remarks made by him on the fortifications 
of Newport caused his apprehension as a spy. His zeal not decreasing, he wore 
out the patience of the monarch, and becoming again amenable to the laws 
against papists, was commanded to quit the kingdom. On his journey southwe^^ 
he made many miraculous conrersions, and particularly on the persons 
men in the neighbourhood of th& city of Torfecan (Torphichen.) While 
the borders of j^gland, his exertions produced a fever, of which he ^ed, anil a 

^ A Ihvourits argument with Roman catholics, to which Jeremy Thykr made a wsU topwii 
and unanswerable answer. 
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Jesuit in the neighbourhood performed over him the last offices of charity. So 
terminate the adventures of le Capuchin ICscossois, of which we are sorry we are 
compelled to omit many choice portions. 

LESLIE, John, bishop of Clogher, was born at Balquhain, in the north of 
Scotland, after the middle of the sixteenth century. He was of an ancient and 
highly respectable family. The earlier part of his education he received at 
Aberdeen, the latter part at Oxford. He afterwards travelled into Spain, Italy, 
Germany, and France, and acquired such a proficiency in the languages of all 
these countries, excepting the last, that he spoke them with the fluency of, a na- 
tive. In the Latin language he particularly excelled, and was so familiar with 
it, that it was said of him in S^iain, when he resided there, Solus Lesleius 
tine loquitur. He remained on this occasion twenty* two years abroad, and, 
during that time was present at the siege of Rochelle. He also accompanied *tlie 
duke of Buckingham on the expedition to the isle of Rhee. 

Leslie stood high in favour with Charles 1., and was by that monarch admitted 
a member of his privy council. In 1633 he was appointed to the bishopric of 
Raphoe, in Ireland, where he built a handsome palace. This building he after- 
wa^s held out against Cromwell, adopting the loyal alternative of enduring a 
siege rather than submit to the usurper. 

On the de^th of his royal patron he went abroad, where he remained till after 
Uie restoration. He then returned to England, and in 1661 was translated to the 
see of Clogher. Here he remained till his death, which took place in 1671, when 
he was .upwards of one hundred years of age. He was then the oldest bishop in 
the world, having filled that dignified station fur fifty years. 

XisauB, Charles, a celebrated non-juring divine, was the second son of the 
bishop of Clogher. He was born in the year 1650. He commenced his edu- 
cation at Inniskilien, Ireland, and was admitted a fellow-commoner in Trinity 
eollege, Dublin, in 1664. Here he continued till he commenced master of arts, 
and fluring, this period acted as tutor to Mr Michael Ward, afterwards bishop of 
Derry. Jtfier the death of his father, in 1671, he came over to England, and 
entered lumself in the temple at London, and for some years studied tlie law. 
Finding Uiis an uacongenial pursuit he lelinquished it, and applied to divinity. 
In 1680 he was admitted into holy orders, and in 1687 became chancellor of 
the cathedral church of Connor, and also acted as a justice of the peace. Soon 
after his appointment he distinguished himself in a public religious controversy, 
with Patrick Tyrrel, a Roman catholic, who had been appointed to tlte see of 
Clogher. Ihe disputation was numerously attended by persons of the persua- 
sions of both the champions, and each assigned the victory to the defender of hii 
own faith ; but it is beyond doubt, tliat Leslie had greatly the advantage of 
antagonist He afterwards held another public disputation with two einine^ 
popish divines in the church of Tynan, diocese of Armagh. The controverjp 
was maintained in the presence of a large assembly, composed, as in the 
former case, of persons of both religions ; and here again the talents of Leslie 
brought him off triumphantly. He was now become exceedingly popular in the 
country for his theological acquirements, and a circumstance soon afterwards oc- 
curred which procured him equal celebrity for his political knowledge, and for 
his intrepidity of character. A Homan catholic high sherifl* having been ap- 
ajjNiited for the county of Monaghan, the gentlemen of the county, in great alarm 
wlhis indication of catholic ascendency, hastened to wait upon him for his ad- 
as to how they should act with regard to the newly appointed officer, whose 
religion disqualified him, by law, for the situation. Mr Leslie told them, that it 
would be equally illegal in theiii Ui permit the sheriff to act, and in him to at- 
tempt it I'hat thcHigh appointed by the authority of the crown, he, being of 
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the BomaM catholic persuasion, could not have taken the oaths necessary to 
quality him for the office, and that therefore his noiuitiati<»n was illegal. This 
doctrine he afterwards held at the quarter sessions, where the case came to bq 
decided, and so effectually did he urge his objections, and that in the present 
of tlie sheriff himself, that the bench unanimously agreed to commit the pretend- 
ed officer for his intrusion. Mr Leslie thus placed himself in conspicuous op- 
position to the dominant party, and openly declared that he no longer consid- 
ered James as the defender of the faith. 


Notwithstanding, however, of his hostility to the papists, he continued a staunch 
supporter of the exiled family at the revolution in 1688, and refused to take the 
oaths to king William and queen Mary. The consequence of this fidelity was 
the loss of ail his preferments. 

When Ireland l^caine disturbed in 1689, Mr Leslie removed with his family 
to England, where he employed himself in writing political pamphlets to serve 
the (»use which he had embraced ; but, though opposed to the existing govern- 
ment he continued a zealous and active supporter of the church of England. 
About this time he entered into a controversy with the quakers, which is said to 
have arisen from the circumstance of his lodging with a family of that persua- 
sion. This family he cimverted. The first of the several treatises which he 
wrote against the quakers is entitled, The Snake in the Grass.’* It appeared 
in 1696, and soon ran into a second edition. It was answered by George 
Whithead in a pamphlet entitled, An Antidote to the Snake in the Grass.** 
Ill his second edition Mr Leslie noticed this answer; but he was again assailed 
in a production called, ** Satan dissolved from his Disguises of Light,” which 
also appeared in 1696. To this, and several other attacks, Mr Leslie replied 
at great length in A Defence of a book entitled the Snake in the (irass.*’ 
This again provoked a host of answers, amongst which was one by the quakers, 
entitled A Switch for the Snake.** To this Mr Leslie again replied in A 
Second Defence, or the third and last part of the Snake in the Grass.” 

The most celebrated works of Mr Leslie, though tliese just enumerated dis- 
covered singular ability, were those which he wrote against the deists. The first 
of tliese was published, in 1697, in a letter to a friend, and was entitled ** A 
Short and easy Method with the Deists.” The friend alluded to in the title 
was a lady, though the work bears that it was a gentleman. Having been 
thrown accidentally into the company of infidels, she applied to Mr Leslie for 
** some short topic of reason, without running to authorities and the intricate 
mazes of learning.’’ The treatise was effectual, and Mr Leslie, although it was 
not his original intention, was prevailed upon to publish it. This work he en- 
^rged considerably in a second edition. No answer appeared to the Short and 
^^y Method till 1710, when it was replied to in a treatise entitled ** A detec- 
Itioii of the true meaning and wicked designs of a book entitled,” &c. Mr 
Leslie replied to this attack in ** The Truth of Christianity Demonstrated,” to 
which was prefixed, A Vindication of the Short Method with the Deists.’* Theee 
ivorks against deism produced a powerful effect, and amongst others the conver- 
sion of a person of the name of Gildon, who had acquired considerable celebrity 
as a member of that persuasion. This man not only professed himself convinced 
of his errors, and publicly retracted them, but wrote a book against the opinions 
which he liad formerly entertained, entitled ** The Deist’s Manual, or a ratiM|| 
Inquiry into the Christian lleligioii.” 

Encouraged by the suix^ss of his attack on deism, Mr Leslie, in 1699, 
duoed his Short Method with the Jews,** a work which was first suggested by a 
similar circumstance with tliat which had given rise to his Short Method with the 
Deists. An eminent Jew had been converted by his reasoning, and had inti- 
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timted his Intention of publicly owning liis conviction. The convert, however, 
died during Mr Leslie’s absence, without exhibiting the recantation which he had 
proposed. 

The next controversy in which Mr Leslie was engaged, was with the Socini- 
ans. It began in 1694. In 1697 he published the first of the six dialogues, 
entitled ^‘ The Socinian Controversy Discussed.’’ This was answered in a short 
tract, entitled Remarks on Mr Cliarles Leslie’s First Dialogue on the Socinian 
Controversy.^’ Mr Leslie replied, and was again answ'ered by his opponent in 
** A Vindication of the Remarks.” Mr Leslie now published ** A Reply to the 
Vindication,’’ and with this ended the first part of the controversy. 

llis principal works against the j^iapists were, The True Nature of the Catho- 
lic (Church, in answer to the Jlishop of Meaiix’s letter to Mr Nelson,” printed in 
1703; ** The Case Stated between the Church of Rome, and the Church of 
England, published in 1713 ; and OLFrivate Judgment and Authority in Mat- 
ters of Faith.” These works are said to have made several converts from 
popery. 

Although thus earnestly and laboriously employed in the cause of religion, 
Mr Leslie did not neglect the interests, so far as any elforts of his could serve 
them, of the exiled family, lie wrote several political tracts during this period, 
and made several journeys to Bar le Due to visit the Pretender, who was then 
residing there. These journeys, however, and his political treatises, especially 
one, entitled The Good Old Cause,” published in 1710, gave such ofienoe to 
the ruling party, that it is said a warrant for his apprehension was actually issued 
against him. However this may be, he found it necessary to quit the kingdom 
in 1713, when he proceeded to Bar le Due, and took up his residence by invita- 
tion with the Pretender, who procured a room to be fitted up for him in his own 
house. While here, Mr Leslie was permitted to officiate in a priwite chapel af- 
ter the manner of the church of England, and it is even said, that the Pretender 
iiad promised to listen to his arguments concerning his religion, !ind that Mr Leslie 
had in vain endeavoured his conversion. This, however, is contradicted by lord 
Bolingbroke, who asserts, that he not only refused to listen to Mr Leslie, but 
forbade all discussion on religious matters. Notwithstanding of this, however, 
and of several other subjects of dissatisfaction with the chevalier, whose conduct 
towards him does not appear to have been altogether adjusted to his deserts, 
Mr Leslie continued to remain Avith him, and in 1716 aaumipanied him into 
Italy, after his unsuccessful attempt upon England. Here he remained till 1721, 
when he found his situation so exceedingly disagi'eeable, that he determined on 
returning to his native country. This he accomplished, but died in the follow- 
ing year, on the 13th April, in his own house, at Glaslough, in the county of 
Monaghan. 

The list of Mr Leslie’s works, political and theological, is ex(»edingly volu- 
minous. The latter in seven volumes Avere lately (1632) printed at the Oxford 
university press. 

LESLIE, John, bishop of Ross, and distinguished for his indefatigable exer- 
tions in behalf of queen Mary, was born in 1526, being the son of Gavin Leslie, 
an eminent lawyer, descended from the barons of Baiquhain, one of the most 
respectable branches of the ancient family of Leslie. He received his education 
at the university of Aberdeen, and in 1547 was made canon of tlie cathedral 
church of that diocese. He subsequently pursued his studies in the universities 
of Toulouse, Poictiers, and Paris, at which last place he took the degree of doc- 
tor of laws. In 1554 ho Avas ordered home by the queen regent, and made of- 
ficial and vicar-general of the diocese of Aberdeen. In the turmoil of the Refor- 
mation, Avhich soon after commenced, Leslie became a noted champion of the 
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nnrient faith, and appeared on that aide in the famous disputation at Edinburgh 
in 1560. When it was resolved to bring over the young queen from France to 
assume the government of her native country, Leslie was the chief deputy sent 
to her by the catholics to gain her exclusive favour for that party ; but though 
he had the dexterity to arrive before the protestant deputation, he was not suc- 
cessful. Leslie, however, returned to Scotland in the queen’s company, and 
was appointed by her a privy councillor and one of the senators of the college 
of justice. In 1564 the abbey of Lindores was conferred upon him, and he 
was soon after proirioted to the bishopric of Ross ; offices catholic in form, but 
which now referred ti> little more than certain temporalities to which they con- 
ferred a title, lieslle was one of the inxteen commissioners appointed in this 
reign to revise the Scottish laws, and it was chiefly owing to his care that the 
volume of the acts of parliament, usually called the Black Acts, from its being 
printed in the old English character, was given to the world in the year 1566. 

The name of the bishop of Ross derives its chief lustre from the steadfastness 
and zeal with which he adhered to the fortunes of his royal mistress, after they 
had experienced the remarkable reverse which is well known to have befallen 
them. When Mary had become an almost hopeless captive in England, this 
amiable prelate, at the hazard of all his temporal enjoyments, continued to ad- 
here to her, and to exert himself in her behalf, with a fidelity which would 
have adorned any cause. He was one of her commissioners at the conference 
of York in 1568 ; on which occasion he defended her with a strength of reason- 
iiig, which is allowed to have produced a great impression, though it did not de- 
cide the argument in her favour. He afterwards appeared as her ambassador at 
the court of Elizabeth, to complain of the injustice done to her ; and if the 
English princess had not been a parly interested in the detention of his mistress, 
his solicitations could have hardly failed of eflect. When he found that entrea- 
ties and appeals to justice w'ere of no avail, he contrived means for the escape 
of the queen, and planned the project for her marriage to the duke of Norfolk, 
which ended in the execution of that unfortunate nobleman. Leslie was ex- 
amined in reference to this plot, and notwithstanding his privileges as an am- 
bassador, which he vainly pleaded, was committed prisoner, first to the isle of 
Ely, and afterwards to the tower of London. It appears to liave been during 
this cuniincinent, that he wrote the historicxil work by which his name is now 
chiefly known. In 1 573 he was liberated from prison, but only to be banished 
from England. He then employed himself for two years in soliciting the interfer- 
ence of the continental princes in behalf of his mistress, but without obtaining 
for her any active assistance. Even with the pope, whom he requested to use 
his influence with these princes, he met witli no better success. While at Rome, 
he published his history in Latin, under the title of He Origine, Moribiis, et 
Rebus Jestis Scotorum.” This appeared in 1678: next year, having removed to 
France, he was made suffragan and vicar-general of the archbishopric of Rouen, 
ill Normandy, and while visiting the diocese, was apprehended and thrown into 
prison, and obliged to pay three thousand pistoles, to prevent his being given 
up to Elizabeth. During the remainder of the reign of Henry 111., he lived un- 
molested ; but on the accession of the protestant Henry IV., who was the strict 
ally of Elizabeth, he fell again into trouble. In the course of his visitation of the 
diocese in 1590, he was once more thrown into prison, and forced to purchase 
his freedom at the same expense as before. In 1 593 he was made bishop of 
Constance, but being now apparently tired of life, which for many years had 
presented only disappointments and vexations, he soon after retired into a 
monastery at Gurtenburg, about two miles from Brussels, where he spent the ro- 
mamder of his days in tranquillity. He died. May Slst, 1696, and lies buried 
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in the monastery, under a monument erected to his memory by liis nephew and 
heir, John Leslie. 

Bishop Leslie is generally allowed the praise of great learning and of high 
diplomatic abilities, though it is almost as generally regretted, that he did not 
turn them to a better use. His fidelity to a declining cause is also allowed, 
even by its enemies, to have been a sentiment as free from the dross of worldly 
or selfish views as the motives of a line of public conduct ever are. The isola- 
tion of a catholic c^hurch dignitary In society seems favourable to the develop- 
ment of such sentiments ; and there are not many cases in which the principle 
is observed to have been more powerful than in the history of this Scottish pre- 
late. His tongue, his pen, the travel of his body, his temporal fortune, were all 
devoted with the most generous unreserve to the cause whicdi he thought that of 
justice and true religion ; and what more can any man do, to show the superior- 
ity of his nature to the meaner passions P 

The works of bishop Leslie are as follow : 1. Defence of the honour of 
Mary Queen of Sc<itland ; with a declaration of her right, title, and interest to 
the crown of England; Liege, 1571, 8vo, which was immediately suppressed. 

2. Afhicti Animi Gonsolationes et Tranquilli Animi Conservatio ; Paris, 1574. 

3. De Origine, Moribus, et Rebus Gcstis Scoiorum; Romm, 1578, 4ta 4. A 
Treatise showing that the Regiment of Women is conformable to the law offiod 
and Nature. 5. De Titulo et Jure Marim Scotorum Regime, quo Anglim Suc- 
cessionem Jure sibi vindicat; Rheims, 1580, 4to. 6. The History of Scotland, 
trom the death of Janies I. in 1436, to the year 1561 ; Edinburgh, 1830, 4to. 

The volume last mentioned was printed from a manuscript in the possession 
of the earl of Leven and Melville. It is in the Scottish tongue, and forms the 
original of tlie three latter books of the 1/atin history, which di/fers from it in 
no respect except in being a little more ample. It appears to have been com- 
posed in the vernacular tongue, in order that it might be of use to his cxiptive 
mistress, who, it is to be presumed, was not so good a Latinist ns her cousin 
Elizabeth. The reason of his presenting her with only this detnchmeiit of the 
history of her country, was, that the preceding part was already to be had in 
Beilcnden^s versiiin of Uoece. That work stops at the death of James I.> and it 
would naturally occur to bishop Leslie, that a continuation to his own time was 
a desideratum, both to the people and to her whom he maintained to be their 
sovereign. He finished his work in March, 1570, and presented the unfortunate 
queen with the manuscript in' 157 1 ; but it never saw the light till the date 
above mentioned, when one hundred copies were printed for the Bannatyne 
Club, with fifty additional for sale to the public, 'fhe style of the work, though 
it could not fail to sound rudely in the ears of a modern Eirglishiiian, is highly 
elegant and dignified, forming a wonderful improvement upon the rude sim- 
plicity of Bellendeii. The worthy bishop informs us, that he stops at the be- 
ginning of queen Mary’s reign, because the transactions subsequent to that period 
contain much that he dcies not think would reflect honour upon his country : 
there could be few whose words were more worth listening to, respecting tliat 
important and greatly controverted part of our history. 

The volume alluded to contains a portrait of Leslie, representing him as a 
grave and venerable man, with an aquiline nose, a small beard, and a very 
lofty and capacious forehead. As a specimen of the Scottish which a learned 
prelate would then write, and a queen peruse, we may quote the bishop’s char- 
acter of James V. 

“ Their was gryt dule and meane maid for him throw all the partis of his 
realme, because he was a nobill prince, and travaillet mekill all his dayis for 
maniteniiig of his subjectis in peace, justice, and quietnes. He was a man of 
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pearsonage and stature convenient, albeit michtie and strong theirwith; of coun- 
tenance nmiable and lufely, specially in his communication ; his eyes graye and 
scharp of sicht, that quhomsoever he did ones see and niarke, he wald perfytly 
knawe in all tyines ^airefter; of witt in all things quick and prompt, of a 
princely stomacke and heich courage in greit perillis, doubtful affniris and mat- 
eria of weichtie importance ; he had in a nianer a divine foresicht, for in sic 
thingis as he went about to doo, he did them advisedlye, and with grit delib- 
eracion, to the intent that amangis all men his witt and prudence might be noted 
and regardit, and alsfarre excell and pas all uthers in estait and dignitie* Be- 
sides this, he was sober, moderate, honest, eflabill, curteous ; and so farr abhor- 
rit pride and arrogance, that he was ever sharpe and quick to thame quhilk were 
spotted or nottit with that crime. He was alsiia a good and suir justiciar, be 
the quhilke one thing ho allurit to him the hartis of all the people, because they 
lived quietlie and in rest, out of all oppressioiin and molestacioun of the nobili- 
tye and riche persones ; and to this severyie of his wes joiiiit and annexit a 
certane merciful pitye, quhilk he did oftyines show to sic as had offendit taking 
rather coroposicions of money nor iiienis lyvis. * * * * This gude and 

modest prince did not devoure and consume the riches of his coutitrey, for by 
his heich pollicye marvellouslie riclied his realme and hiinselfe, both with gold 
and silver, all kinds of riche substance, quliairof he left greyt stoir and qiianti- 
tie in all his. palices at his departing. And so this king, living all his tyine in 
the favour of fortune, in heich honour, riches, and glorye, and for his nobill 
actis and prudent pollyc>es, worthye to be registrat in the biiike of fame, gaif up 
and randerit his spreit into the hands of Allniichty (:iod, quliair I doubt not hot 
he lies suir Iriiition of the joye that is preparit for these as sell sitt on the riclit 
hand ot our Salveour.^’ 

LKSLIK, (Sir) John, professor of natural philosophy in the university of 
Edinburgh, and distinguished by his valuable writings and discoveries, was born 
at the kirk-town of Largo, in Fife, on the 16th of April, 1766, His father, 
Robert Leslie, by profession a joiner and cabinet-maker, and originally from 
the neighbourhood of St Andrews, was a much respected and worthy man, and 
seems, in point of education and general attainments, to have been superior to 
the majority of persons in his station at that period. 'I'he mother of Sir John 
Leslie was Anne Carstairs, a native of Largo. When very young, he was sent 
to a woman’s school in the village, but remained only a short time there. Af- 
terwards he was placed under a Mr Thomson at Lundin Mill, with whom he 
learned to write; and lastly he went to Leven school, and began to learn 
Latin ; but being a weakly boy, and unable to walk so far, he was obliged after 
about six weeks to give up attendance. As these were the only schools he at- 
tended before going to college, it is evident that his elementary acquirements 
must have been exceedingly imperfect He received, however, while at home, 
some lessons in mathematics from his elder brother Alexander, and soon began 
to show a surprising aptitude for that branch of science. His manners at niis 
period of life were remarkably reserved and shy. He seemed bent on devoting 
himself entirely to study, and read with peculiar avidity all the books that came 
within his readi, on mathematics and natural philosophy. To Latin he took a 
strong dislike, and could not be induced to resume the study ef it till after his 
first year at college* 

His extraordinary proficiency in geometrical exercises, joined to a considera- 
tion of the unfavourable circumstances under which he had acquired it, brought 
him at an early period under the notice of professors Robison and Stewart, of the 
university of !^inbufgh, who were much impressed by the extraordinary powers 
whicli he displaced. It was at leirgih resolved by his parents, that he should 



408 


LESLIE. 


be sent to the university of St Andrews, in order to fit himself for a learned 
profession, and he was accordingly entered there, as a student of mathematics, 
in 1779. At the first distribution of prizes, he attracted some attention by his 
proficiency, which was the means of introducing him to the patronage of the earl 
of Kinnoul, then chancellor of the university. Being now destined for the 
church, he went through the regular routine of instructions for that purpope. 
After attending for six sessions at St Andrews, he removed to Edinburgh, in 
company with another youth, — destined like himself to obtain a high niche in the 
temple of fame, and to be honoured, at the same moment with himself, more 
than forty years after, with a royal favour expressive of his equal merit, — James 
(now Sir James) Ivory. At St Andrews he had also formed an acquaintaiice 
with Dr William Thomson, the continuator of Watson’s Life of Philip II., and 
latterly a professed author of no small note in London. At the university of 
Edinburgh Mr Leslie studied three yearn, during which time he was introduced 
to Dr Adam Smith, and employed by tliat eminent man in assisting the studies 
of his nephew, afterwards lord Heston. Me now gave up his intention of adop- 
ting the clerical profession, which he found to be in a great measure incompati- 
ble with the strong bent which his mind had taken towards physical studies. 

In 17B8, he went to Virginia, as tutor to two young college friends, Messrs 
Randolph ; and after spending more than a year in America, returned to Edin- 
burgh. In January 1790, he proceeded to London, carrying with him some 
recommendatory letters from Dr Smith ; he has been heard to mention, that 
one of the most pressing injunctions with which he was honoured by that illustrious 
philosopher, was to be sure, if the person to whom he was to present himselt' 
was an author, to read his book betbre approaching him, so as to be able to 
speak of it, if there should be a lit opportunity. Mis first intention was to de- 
liver lectures on natural philosophy ; but being disappointed in his views, he 
found it expedient to commence writing Ibr periodical works, as the readiest 
means of obtaining subsistence. For obtaining employment of this kind, he was 
mainly indebted to his friend Dr William Thomson, who engaged him upon the 
notes of a new edition of the Bible, which he was then publishing in numbers. 
About three months after his arrival in London, he made an agreement with Mr 
Murray, the bookseller, to translate Bufibn’s Natural History of Birds, which was 
published in 1793, in nine octavo volumes. The sum he received for it laid 
the foundation of that pecuniary independence which, unlike many other men of 
genius, his prudent liabits fortunately enabled him early to attain. The preface 
to this work, which was published anonymously, is characterised by all the 
peculiarities of his later style ; but it also bespeaks a mind of great native 
vigour and lofty conceptions, strongly touched with admiration for the sublime 
and the grand in nature and science. During the progress of the translation, 
he fulfilled an engagement with the Messrs Wedgewood of Etruria in Stafibrd- 
shire, to superintend their studies ; he left them in 1792. In 1794, Mr Leslie 
spent a short time in Holland ; and, in 1796, he made the tour of Germany and 
Switzerland with Mr Thomas Wedgewood, whose early death he ever lamented 
as a loss to science and his country. About this period, he stood candidate 
for a chair at St Andrews, and subsequently, for that of natural philosophy at 
Glasgow, but without success. The fortunate candidate on the latter occasion 
was Dr James Brown of St Andrews, with whom Mr Leslie to the end of his life 
maintained a constant intimacy. In 1799, he travelled through Norway and 
Sweden, in company with Mr Robert Gordon, whose friendship he had acquired 
at St Andrews college. 

At what period Mr Leslie first struck into that brilliant field of inquiry where 
he became so conspicuous for his masterly experiments and striking discoveries 
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regarding radiant heat, and the connexion between light and heat, we are un- 
able to say. But his Differential Thermometer — one of the most beautiful and 
delicate instruments that inductiire genius erer contrived as a help to experimen- 
tal inquiry, and which rewarded its author by its happy ministry to the success 
of some of his finest experiments — must have been invented before the year 
] 800 , as it was described in Nicholson^s Philosophical Journal some time dur- 
ing that year. The results of those fine inquiries, in which he was so much 
aided by this exquisite instrument, were published to the world in 1804 , in his 
celebrated ** bissay on the Natui’e and Propagation of Heat” ^ The experimental 
devices and remarkable discoveries which distinguish this publication, far more 
than atone for its great defects of method, its very questionable theories, and its 
transgressions against that simplicity of style which its aspiring author rather 
spurned than was unable to exemplify ; but which must be allowed to be a quality 
peculiarly indispensable to the communication of scientific knowledge. The 
work was honoured, in the following year, by the unanimous adjudication to its 
author, by the council of the Uoyal Society, of the Kumford Medals, appropri- 
ated to reward discoveries in that province, whose nature and limits he had so 
much illustrated and extended. 

Mr Leslie thus distinguished himself by his acquirements, when, early in 
1 805 , in consequence of the translation of professor Playfair from the chair of 
mathematics to that of natural philosophy in the university of Edinburgh, the 
former became vacant, and the subject of this memoir appeared as a candidate 
for the situation. It might have been expected that, where the qualifications of 
the individual were so decidedly above all rivalry, there could have been no 
hesitation in his native ci>untry to confer upon him the honour which he sought 
Such there might not have been, if what is called the moderate party in the 
Scottish church, had not been inspired by a jealousy of his liberal principles In 
politics, accompanied by a desire of advancing one of their own number, to op- 
pose his election. The person brought forward as the rival candidate was l3r 
Thomas Macknight, one of the ministers of the city, and son of the venerable 
commentator on the Epistles, — a gentleman highly qualified, no doubt, not only 
for this, but for almost any other chair in the university ; but who, neverthe- 
less, could not be matched against an individual so distinguished for the benefits 
he had conferred on science as Mr Leslie ; and who was moreover liable to the 
disqualifying consideration that he was already engaged in an office which, to 
be well done, requires the whole man, while Mr Leslie stood in the light of a 
most useful member of society in a great measure unprovided for. 

The electors in this iiase were the magistrates and town-council of Edinburgh, 
and to them Mr Jjeslie was recommended not only by fame, but by the warmest 
testimonials from Sir Joseph Banks, Mr Dempster of Dunnichen, Dr Hutton of 
Woolwich, Baron Masseres, and Dr Maskelyne. In the supposition that these 
men were disposed to discharge their trust with fidelity, they could have no hesi- 
tation in preferring Mr Leslie ; and it is to be related to their ci'edit, that they 
had no such hesitation. On learning the bent of their resolution, the ministers 
of Edinburgh held various private meetings, as if to Indicate the more pointedly 
that they had a peculiar interest of their own in the matter ; and it was resolved 
to oppose Mr Leslie’s election on the grounds of what they deemed an infidel 
note in his essay on heat ; employing for this purpose a clause in the funda- 
mental charter of the college, direc^ting the magistrates to take the advic^e of the 
Edinburgh clergy in the election of professors. 

1 Previous to this period, Mr Leslie, when not otherwise or elsewhere engaged, used to 
live with his brothers ut Largo ; and there were the experiments for his essay on Acat carried 
on, and the book written. 

III. 3 F 
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Tlie note alluded to was one In reference to the iinphilosopliical theories which 
once attempted to explain the phenomena of gravitation by means of invisible 
B)thera Mr Leslie, in treating this point, found it convenient to refer to Mr 
Hume’s theory of cause and effect, in which, as is well known, he makes use 
of certain generally received doctrines to invalidate the argument for the exist- 
ence of the Deity. In making the reference, it did not seem to Mr Leslie to be 
necessary that he should condemn the ultimate use made of these doctrines by 
Mr Hume, since he was only engaged in a physical examination. His note, 
therefore, stands as follows : Mr Hume is the first, so far as 1 know, who has 
treated of causation in a truly philosophic manner. His Essay on Necessary 
Connexion seems a model of clear and acxiurate reasoning. But it was only 
wanted to dispel the cloud of mystery which had so long darkened that im- 
portant subject. The uiisophisticaited sentiments of mankind are in perfect uni- 
son with the deductions of logic, and imply at bottom nothing more in the rela- 
tion of cause and effect, than a constant invariable sequence.” From these words, 
however, it was evident, in the opinion of his clerical opponents, that Mr 
Leslie, having, with Mr Hume, denied all such necessary connexion between 
cause and effect, as implies an operating principle in the cause, has, of course, 
laid a foundation for rejecting all argument that is derived from the works of 
God, to prove either his being or attributes.” 

When Mr Leslie was informed of the grounds on which the Edinburgh min- 
isters rested their opposition, he addressed a letter to the Jiev. Dr Hunter, pro- 
fessor of divinity, and one of the few clergymen of the city who were not opposed 
to him, laying before him some explanations of the note, to which he begged 
him to call the attention of his bretliren. These explanations were chiefly what 
are stated above, and are thus followed up : ** 1 have the fullest conviction that 
iny ideas on the question to which the note refers, would appear to coincide, in 
every essential respect, with those of the most enlightened adversaries of Mr 
Hume’s philosophy. But, limited as 1 am to a few moments of time, 1 can 
only disavow (which 1 do with the greatest sincerity and solemnity,) every infer- 
ence which the ingenuity of my opponents may be pleased to draw from the 
partial view 1 have taken of the general doctrine, to the prejudice of those evi- 
dences on which the truths of religion are founded. If 1 live to publish another 
edition of my work, 1 pledge myself to show in an additional paragraph, how 
grossly and injuriously 1 have been treated on this occasion. ^ * It is pain- 

ful to be called on, after tbe habits of intimacy in which 1 have lived with the 
most exemplary clnuracters in both parts of the island, to repel a direct charge 
of atheism ; but whatever may be the eflect of such calumnies on the minds of 
strangers, it aflbrds me much consolation to think, that they will be heard with 
contempt and indigualion by those who know the real state of my sentiments, 
and particularly by such as are acquainted with the strictness of those religious 
principles in which 1 had the happiness to be educated from iny earliest years.’* 

This letter was laid before the ministers at a meeting held by them on the 
12th of March (1805) ; but being, to use tlieir own phrase, by no means satisfied 
with it, they appointed a committee, consisting of Dr Grieve, Mr David Black, 
IVIr David Dickson, and Dr Inglis, to proceed to the town-council and protest 
against the election of Mr Leslie. As the council was to be that day eng^ed 
in the election, tiie committee went accordingly to their chamber, and presented 
a protest which bad been prepared, in which. Insides stating the grand objection 
of the note and their inferences from it as to Mr Leslie’s religious principles, 
they stated that, “ in the event of his being elected, notwithstanding this repre- 
sentation, they reserved to themselves full power of questioning the validity of 
such election, and of employing whatever means may, to them, be found compe- 
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tent for preventing Mr Leslie's induction into the oiHce of ^ofessor ; with full 
power, in the event of his induction , to prosecute for his ejection irom said of* 
lice in any competent court, civil or ecclesiastical.” Immediately after this 
paper was given in and its bearers had left the hall, the council elected Mr 
Leslie. 

At the meeting of the presbytery of Edinburgh on the S7th, the committee 
of the city clergy gave in a representation stating these transactions, along with 
a copy of their protest, and requested the reverend court to take such steps in 
the matter as they might judge proper. It was here determined by vote to carry 
the affair before the synod ; a step formally necessary for bringing it under the 
decision of the highest national church court, the general assembly. 

At the meeting of this court, on the 22nd of May, the case of Mr Leslie came 
before it in the shape of a <*x>mplaint by the Rev. Sir Henry Moncrieff and other 
members of the synod, against the reference of the case to the general assembly. 
It was thus apparent that the leaders of the more zealously pious party of the 
church had taken the part of Mr Leslie against their accustomed opponents. 
The interest which the public could not have failed to entertain respecting the 
question, even if confined to its native merits, was excited to an uncommon de- 
gree by this complication of the phenomenon. The case, nevertheless, furnished 
only an unusually striking example of what must always be the result of a party 
system in any deliberative body. It happened to be convenient for the mod- 
erate ” party on this particular occasion, to show an anxious desire for the purity 
of faith and doctrine ; and for this purpose they raked up a negative title in the 
Edinburgh clergy to be consulted in the exercise of the town-council patronage, 
which had not been acted upon for twenty-six years, during which time several 
of the very men now prosecuting had been elected to chairs in the university 
without regard to it. It was equally convenient for the high-dying party, 
though adverse to all their usual principles, to regard the suspec^ted infidelity of 
Mr Leslie with a lenient and apologetic spirit, in order that they might be in 
their usual position regarding their opponents, and because they hoped to gain 
a triumph for themselves in the non-8U(*.ce85 of a prosecution, which they could 
easily see rested upon no valid grounds, and could hardly, in the face of public 
opinion, be carried to its utmost extent, even though a majority of servile votes 
could have been obtained for the purpose. 

In the course of the long debate which followed the introduction of the case, 
some very strong testimonies were brought forward in favour of Mr Ijeslie’s 
moral and religious ebameter. A letter from the minister of Largo testified that, 
during the two past years, while Mr Leslie resided in the parish, he had paid a 
becoming respect to religion, and that, if great abilities highly improved, an un- 
stained moral character, and a tender discharge of every filial duty, recommend 
to confidence and esteem, these belonged to him. Another letter, firoiii the 
clergyman of the neighbouring parish, after remarking that insinuations of the 
kind disseminated respecting Mr Leslie, yielded but a conteiiiptible support to 
any cause, stated the following particulars : I have lived in habits of intimacy 
with Mr Leslie for some time past; 1 have had an opportunity of knowing his 
religious and political sentiments ; 1 have been furnished, in short, with satisfa<v 
tory evidence of his attachment to our et'/clesiastical and civil establishmetit 
His father officiated long as a worthy eider of our church : his son was once a 
student of divinity ; and though he has not prosecuted his theological studies, 
having been much engaged in other literary pursuits, I never heard that he had 
ceased to respect Rie doctrines or discipline of the church of Scotland. On the 
ciaitrary, the leading doctrines of Christianity lie regards with reverence.” 

There was also read a letter from Mr Leslie to a friend, of date, February 
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22nd, 1805, in which he tliuB expi'essed himself: ** It was my lot to receive a 
most virtuous and religious education, in the bosom of a family eminently dis- 
tinguished by its exemplary lives ; and the impressions of my early years, no 
distance of time, or change of circumstances can ever elface. If ray mind is 
more enlarged by culture, 1 have likewise learned to see more deeply the im- 
portance of those truths which bind men together in society, and which, visiting 
their inmost recesses, appal the guilty and hold forth comfort to the wretched. 
1 have ever been a sincere lover of peace, of decency, and good order. My 
time has been almost wholly spent in abstract researches, and the study of the 
sublime operations of nature. The questions, so much agitated of late, served 
with me only to amuse a few leisure moments ; and even at that eventful period, 
when the minds of men, and particularly of young men, were so violently in- 
flamed, 1 escaped in a great measure the contagion. I sighed, indeed, for the 
improvement of our species ; but the slightest appearance of tiiiriult, or popular 
violence, was most abhorrent to niy temper. I never had the remotest connex- 
ion with any party or political association whatever. In the spirit of mildness, 
I endeavoured to think and act fur myself. My sentinienis of loyalty had been 
confirmed by what 1 had seen during a slioii; stay in America, where 1 witnessed 
the disgusting and pernicious influence assumed by an ignorant, licentious, and 
dissolute rabble. * * It is our native island that presents the truly cheering 

picture of equal laws mildly administered, and holds up a body of religious in- 
slitutioiis at once ralional, decent, and impressive. 1 venerate the great princi- 
ples of our OhrisLiaii faith, and am solicitous to mark, by iny external beha- 
viour, that respect which 1 cherish, liaising my aflections above this little S]>ot 
of earth, the restlees scene of intrigue, and strife, and malice^ 1 look forward 
with joy and expectation to that better country beyond the grave.” 

Among the most powerful speakers on the side of Mr Leslie was Sir Henry 
Moncrieif, who observed that the question expressly and simply referred to a 
civil right of the Edinburgh ministers. This right, he showed, had never been 
before exercised in the election of a professor of mathematics, and in all proba- 
bility would be confined by a court of law to the professorships existing at the 
institution of the university, of which tliat of mathematics was not one. I'he 
right, however, if right it was, had in reality been exercised : the clergy had 
gone to the council and given their advice, and, though it had not been follow- 
ed, still it had been received. Sir Henry also commented in strong terms upon 
the fact, that the whole of this prosecution, threatening so much to Mr Leslie, 
had been conducted in such a way as to allow him no possibility of appearing 
in his own defence. It is a circumstance,” further continued this nervous 
orator, which 1 cannot help mentioning, that the ministers of Edinburgh, in 
their zeal to find any sort of heresy in Mr Leslie’s note, have unfortunately an- 
nounced a doctrine in opposition to that which they would fix on him, which is 
capable of an interpretation more hostile to religion than any thing that they 
have imputed to his book. In asserting * such a necessary connexion between 
cause and eifect as implies an operating principle in the cause,’ they express a 
doctrine of which I can scarcely mention the pernicious tendency. If the ne- 
cessity is applied to the first cause, it is not far from blasphemy. If it is lestrlcled 
(as 1 suppose it was meant to be) to the second cause, it is substantially the doc- 
trine of materialism, and leads directly to atheism. [Here Mr Ritchie interrupt- 
ed the speaker, to remind him that he had qualified the expression, and restricted 
bis meaning to a condUioml or contingent necessity.] True, sir, he did so. 
He did the very thing which lie will not allow Mr Leslie to do. He gives an 
explanation for himself and his friends, when he perceives the consequences of 
the original expressions they had employed. He qualifies the necessity they 
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RBserted^ by the term ^ conditional/ by ivhich he means to restrict it, and fee 
expects that we are to take his explanation without a murmur ; although, when 
Mr Leslie would confine the assertion in his note to * objects of physical exam- 
ination/ he obstinately fixes him down to his original expressions, and rejects 
the limitation ns utterly inadmissible. Unfortunately, sir, the doctrine of the 
ministers of Edinburgh, with regard to such a necessary connexion between 
cause and efiect as implies an operating principle in the cause, stands in its ori- 
ginal state in the protest which they gave to the town-counciL It is recorded 
in the council books ; and there it must remain in all future times, without any 
explanation whatever, be its tendency or its heresy ever so mischievous. 

The use,^ he continued with exquisite sarcasm, which may be made of 
incautious expressions, may be as forcibly illustrated from the protest of the 
ministers of Edinburgh, as from the note of Mr Leslie. Hut there is this ma- 
terial distinction between the two cases : Mr Leslie, at least, understood the 
precise meaning of diis assertions, as far as they related to the subject of which 
lie was writing ; but my reverend brethren enunciated their dogma in perfect 
innocence and simplicity, completely unconscious of its true import and ten- 
dency ! ” 

Near midnight, on the second day of the debate, it was determined by 95 
against 84 to dismiss this vexatious case without further notice. On the vote 
being announced, a shout of applause — an unwonted sound in the general as- 
sembly — burst from the crowd assembled in the galleries. 

Mr Leslie entered without further opposition upon the duties of his chair, and 
upon a course of experimental discovery by which he was to confer lustre upon 

the university. Through the assistance of one of his ingenious contrivances 

his hygrometer — he arrived in 1810 at the discovery of that singularly beautiful 
process of artificial congelation, which enabled him to convert water and mer- 
cury into icto. Weliappened,’’ says a brother professor, to witness the con- 
summation of the discovery — at least, of the performance of one of the fiixt sue. 
cessful repetitions of the process by which it was efiected ; and we shall never 
forget the joy and elation which beamed on Uie face of tlie discoverer, as, with 
his characteristic good nature, lie patiently explained the steps by which he had 
been led to it” 

In 1809 Mr Leslie published his Elements of Geometry, which immediately 
became a class-book, and has since gone through four editions. He also pul^ 
lislied, in 1813, an Account of Experiments and Instruments depending on 
the relation of Air to Heat and Moisture.” In 1817 he produced his Philo- 
sophy of Arithmetic, exhibiting a Progressive view of the Theory and Progress 
of Calculation,” a small octavo; and, in 1821, his ** Geometrical Analysis, and 
(veometry of Curve Lines, being volume second of a Course of Mathematics, and 
designed as an Introduction to the study of Natural Philosophy.*’^ In 1822 he 
published ** Elements of-Natural Philosophy,” for the use of his class — reprinted 
in 1829 — and of which only one volume appeared. “ Hudimeiits of Geome- 
try,” a small octavo, published, 1828, and designed for popular use, was his last 
separate work. Besides these separate works, he wrote many admirable articles 
ill the Edinburgh Review, three profound treatises in Nicholson’s Philosophical 
Journal, a few in the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and 
several very valuable articles on different branches of physics in the Supple- 

^ The Kiemeiitsof Geometry included Trigonometry hiid Gt ornetricol Analysis in one 
volume, for the three first editions ; and the curve lines of tlic second order was a small separ- 
ate work. In the fourth edition of the Gi^ometry, 1820, one volume included Geometry and 
Trigonometry, and the second, published some time after, consisted of Geometrical AiiHl>si8, 
including tho curves of the second order, Ibrineriy published with the addition of the higher 
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inent to the Encydopasdia Britantiica. In 1819, on the death of professor 
Playfair, vrhose promotion had formerly made room for him in the chair of 
mathematics, he was elevated to the professorship of natural philosophy, by 
which his powers were of course brought into a tar wider held of display and 
of usefulness, than they had been for the preceding fourteen years. Among 
the preliminary treatises of the seventh edition of the Encydopasdia Britannica. 
whicdi began to be published in 1830, he wrote a ** Discourse on the History of 
Mathematical and Physical Science, during the eighteenth century,’* which may 
be described as one of the most agreeable and masterly of all his compositions. 

The income enjoyed^ by Mr Leslie was for many years so much above his ne- 
cessities, that he was able, by careful management, to realise a fortune not far 
short of ten thousand poiin^ Part of this he expended, in his latter years, 
upon the purchase and decoration of a mansion called Coates near his native 
village, where he spent all the intervals allowed by his college duties. Early 
in the year 1 839, at the recommendation of the lord chancellor (Brougham); 
he was invested with a knighthood of the Guelphic order, at the same time 
that Messrs Herschel, C. Bell, Ivory, Brewster, South, and Harris Nicolas, 
received a similar honour. Sir John I^slie was not destined long to enjoy 
the well-merited honour. In the end of October, while superintending some of 
the improvements about his much-loved place, he incautiously exposed himself to 
wet, the consequence of whi(di was a severe cold. Among the various foibles 
which protruded themselves through the better powers and habitudes of his mind, 
was a contempt for medicine, and an unwillingness to think tluat he could bo 
seriously ill. He ac<M>rdingly neglected his ailment, and was speedily seized 
with erysipelas in one of his logs ; a disorder at that time raging in Scotland 
with all the symptoms and effects of a malignant epidemic. On Wednesday, 
October 31st, he again exposed himself in his grounds, and from that day, the 
malady advanced very rapidly. On the evening of Saturday, November 3d, be 
breathed his last. 

The scientific and personal character of Sir John Leslie has been sketched 
with so bold and free a pencil by Mr Macvey Napier, his brother in both a<^ 
deraic and literary labours, that we make no apology for presenting it to the 
reader, in lieu of any thing of our own : 

It would be impossible, we think, for any intelligent and well-constituted 
mind, to review the labours of this distinguished man, without a strong feeling 
of admiration for his inventive genius and vigorous powers, and of respect fur 
that extensive knowledge which his active curiosity, his various reading, and 
his happy memory had enabled him to attain. Some few of his cxintemporaries 
in the same walks of science, may liave excelled him in profundity of under- 
standing, in philosophical caution, and in logical accuracy ; but we doubt if any 
surpassed him, whilst he must be allowed to have surpassed many, in that crea- 
tive faculty — one of the highest and rarest of nature's gifts — which leads, and 
is necessary to discovery, though not all-sufficient of itself for the formation of 
safe conclusions ; or in that subtilty and reach of discernment which seizes the 
finest and least obvious relations among the objects of science — which elicits the 
hidden secrets of nature, and ministers to new combinations of her powers. 
There were some flaws, it must be allowed, in the mind of this memorable per- 
son. He strangely undervalued some branches of philosophical inquiry of high 
importance in the circle of human knowledge. His credulity in matters of or^ 
dinary life was, to say the least of it, as conspicuous as his tendency to scepti- 
cism in science. It has been profoundly remarked by Mr Dugald Stewart, that 
* though the mathematician may be prevented, in his own pursuits, from going 
far astray, by the absurdities to which his errors lead him, he is seldom apt to 
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be revolted by abiurd concliuiona ia other matter*. Thus, even in physio*,’ lie 
odds, * mathematicians have been led to acquiesce in condusions wliioh appear 
ludicrous to men of different habits.’ Something of the same kind was obteriK^ 
able in the mind of this distinguished mathematician, for such also he was. He 
was apt, too, to run into some startling hypothesis, from an unwarrantable ap- 
plication of mathematical principles to subjects altogether foreign to them ; as 
when he finds an analogy between circulating decimals, and the lengthened cy- 
cles of the seasons. In all his writings, with the exception, perhaps, of his last 
considerable performam^, the discourse prefixed to the seventh edition of the 
Kncydopsedia Britannir.a, even in the sober field of pure mathematics, there is 
a constant straining after * thoughts that breiithe and words that burn,* and a 
love of abstract, and figurative, and novel modes of expression, which has ex- 
posed them to just criticism, by impartial judges, and to some puny fault-finding, 
by otliers, more willing to carp at defects than to point out the merits which 
redeem them. But when even severe criticism lias said its worst, it must be al- 
lowed, that genius has struck its captivating impress, deep and wide over all his 
works. His more airy speculations may be thrown aside or condemned ; but his 
exquisite instruments, and his original and beautiful experimental combinations, 
will ever attest the fruitfulness of his mind, and continue to act as helps to far- 
ther discovery. We have already alluded to the extent and excursiveness of his 
reading. It is rare, indeed, to find a man of so much invention, and who him- 
self valued the inventive above all the other powers, possessing so vast a store of 
learned and curious information. His reading extended to every nook and 
corner, however obscure, that books have touched upon. He was a lover, too, 
and that in no ordinary degree, of what is commonly called anecdote. Though 
lie did not shine in mixed society, and was latterly unfitted by a considerable 
degree of deafness for eiljoying it, his conversation, when seated with one or 
two, was highly entertaining. It had no wit, little repartee, and no fine turns 
of arty kind, but it had a strongly-original and racy Ciist, and was replete with 
striking remarks and curious information. 

** He had faults, no doubt, as all * of woman born * have ; he bad preju- 
dices, of which it would liave been better to bo rid ; he was not over chari- 
table ill his views of human virtue ; and he was not quite so ready, on all occa- 
sions, to do that justice to kindred merit as was to be expected in so ardent a 
worshipper of genius. But his faults were far more than cMmipensated by his 
many good qualities — by his constant equanimity, his cheerfulness, liis simplicity 
of character, almost infantine, his straightforwiordness, his perfect freedom from 
affectation, and, above all, his unconquerable good nature. ^ He was, indeed, 
one of the most placable of human beings ; and if, as has been thought, he 
generally had a steady eye, in his worldly courne, to his own interest, it cannot 
be denied that he was, notwithstanding, a warm and good friend, and a relation 
on whose affectionate assistance a firm reliance could ever be placed. 

There is one other matter which, in justice to the illustrious dead, we can. 
not pass over in silence ; we mean the permanent service rendered to the class 
of Natural Philosophy by the late Sir John Leslie in the collection of by far tlie 

3 The person of Sir John Leslie was, in later life, far from gainly. He was short and cor- 
pulent, with a florid face, and somewhat unsightly projection of the front teeth, and tottered 
considerably in waking. He was, moreover, very dovenly in his mode of dressing. — a pecu- 
liarity the more curious, as it was accompanied by no inconsiderable share of se^-resfiect, and 
an anxiety to be thought young and engaging., The mixture of great intellectual powers 
with the humbler w^nesses of human nature, can seldom have been more strikingly exem. 
plifled than in his case; though it is evident that, as his weaknesses were very mu^ thoee to 
which unmarried men in advanced life are supposed to be most peculiarly liable, th^ might 
have probably been obviated in a great measure, if he had happened to spend his life in the 
more fortunate condition of matrimony. • 
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finest and most complete set of apparatus in the kin/vdom. Augustus boasted 
that he found Home built of brick, and left it a city of palaces and temples 
constructed of marble. Without any exaggeration, something analogous may be 
predicated of Sir John Leslie in regard to the apparatus of this class. He found 
it a collection of antiquated and obsolete rubbish ; he left it the most complete 
and perfect of its kind in this kingdom ; and if it had pleased God to spare him 
a few years longer, it would, beyond all doubt, have been rendered the first in 
Europe or the world. The renovation which he effected was, indeed, most ra^ 
dically complete. The whole of the old trash was thrown aside, and its place 
supplied by new instruments, constructed on the most improved principles by the 
most celebrated artists, both in this country and on the continent ; while its 
absolute amount was increased tenfold, and adapted, in the happiest manner, to 
the present advanced state of science. His perseverance and enthusiasm in this 
respect were indeed boundless ; and as his predecessors were not experimental- 
ists, in the same sense in which he was, and had made little or no effort to ac< 
commodate the apparatus to the progress of science, or even to repair the wear 
and tear of time, he had the whole to create, in the. same way as if the class had 
only been founded when he was first promoted to the chair. By his own con- 
tinued and admirably-directed efforts, aided by the liberality of the patrons, 
who generously made him several grants in furtherance of the object which he 
had so much at heart ; and also by very considerable pecuniary sacrifices upon his 
own part, for which he has never as yet got the credit that is so justly due to 
him ; he at length succeeded in furnishing the apparatus-room in the manner 
in which it may now be seen by any one who chooses to visit it, and thus con- 
ferred upon the university a benefit for which it ought to be for ever grateful U} 
his memory. This may sound strange in the ears of those who have been ac- 
customed to hear it said, as it has often been, most fallely, that Sir John Leslie 
was a bad experimenter. The truth is, that of all his great and varied gifts, 
none was more remarkable than the delicacy and sucicess with which he perform- 
ed the most difficult experiments, excepting perhaps his intuitive sagacity in in- 
stantly detecting the cause of an accidental failure ; and it is a known fact, that, 
after he had discovered and communicated to the world his celebrated process 
of artificial congelation, particularly as applied to the freezing of mercury, some 
of the first men of science in London failed of performing it, till the discoveier 
himself, happening to be on the spot personally, showed them wherein consisted 
the fault of their manipulation, and at once perfoniied the experiment which 
had previously bafiled ail their efforts. It is equally well known to those who 
were acquainted with him, that the most elegant in form as well as the most 
delicate in operation of the beautiful instruments invented by himself, were con- 
structed by his own hand, and that this, to him most agreeable employment, 
constituted the recreation of his leisure hours. The apparatus-room, indeed, 
contains many specimens of his workmanship in this line, and they are of such a 
description as would not do any discredit to the most practised and skilful artist. 
To his immediate successor his acquisitions and his labours will, therefore, be of 
incalculable importance ; but the merit which really belongs to him can only be 
duly estimated by tliose who know what he found, when he became professor of 
natural philosophy, and can compare it with the treasures which he has left 
behind him.*’ * 

^ Some further particulars respecting his various talents and acquirements may be gathered 
from the following iiotice» which appeared in the Edinburgh Courant, and seems to be the 
production of one qualified in more ways than one to speak upon the subject: — “Sir John 
Leslie has been for many years known in this country, and over all Europe, as one of the most 
eminent characters of the age. As a mathematician and philosopher ; as a profound and 
aoooiTiplisbed scholar *, as a proficient in general literature,' and in history and many other 
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LEYDEN, John, a inan of singularly varied genius and accomplishment, was 
born on Uie 8th of September, 1775, at Denholm, a village on the banks of the 
Teviot, in the parish of Cavers and county of Roxburgh. His parents were 
John Leyden and Isabella Scott, who had three sons and two daughters younger 
than himself. His ancestors in both lines had been farmers on the estate of 
Cavers for several generations ; but his father, though skilful in rural aflairs, 
declined to engage on his own account in the same occupation, thinking even 
the fortunate pursuit of gain a poor compensation for the anxiety that attends it. 
About a year after the birth of their first child, he removed to Henlawshiel on 
the form of Nether Tofts, which was then occupied by Andrew Blythe, his wife’s 
uncle, whom he firat served as shepherd, and subsequently as overseer, his mas- 
ter having had the misfortune to Jose his sight. The cottage in which the 
family resided was of an humble construction ; its internal accommodations were 
equally simple ; but it was situated at the foot of the majestic hill of Huberslaw, 
and there, among the dun heathy slopes and valleys green,” did Leyden im- 
bibe that enthusiasm and manliness of character which afterwards displayed 

branches of knowledge, he had few rivals. Rut it was for mathematicsil scieiH^e and its kin- 
dred stiidi<», tiiKt he discovered, at a very eitrly period, a decided predilection ; and it is in tlio 
successful illustmtiou of scientific truth and of all the complicated phenomena of physics, that 
his great reputation has been m‘.quired. In these purbuils he was einincntly qualified to excel 
by the great original powem of his mind, wliich were further stimulated by an ardent enthu- 
siasm, and an early desire of distinction among the illustrious names of his day. Along with 
a profound knowledge of his subject, he possessed great inventive powers, which not only en- 
abled him to sound the depths of science, hut to expound its imporlunt problems with a sim- 
plicity and elegance rarely equalled. In making his way through the intricacies of physi(*al 
research, his severe judgment guided him in the right path ; and hence his demonstrations al- 
ways atlbrd a striking and beautiful display of pure reason, witliout any tendency to tliat spirit 
of metaphysical subtlety which occasionally perplexes the speculations of Laplace, Legendre, 
with others of the continental philosophei^ ; and it is worthy of remark that, along with fho 
penetmting forcxi of his judgment, he carried into those studies that taste and func}— that pre- 
dilection for the beautiful, whicli may be ructogiiiseil in all his speculations, whetJuT in litera- 
ture or in science. His taste in geometry was founded on the purest models of Grecian phi- 
losophy ; he delighted to expound to his pupils the simplicity and elegance of the demonstra- 
tions by tlie great masters of antiquity; he commended them to their imitation, and expatiat- 
ed on the subject in a maiuior well fitted to inspire a kindred enthusiasm ; so that wo might 
have fancied that he w'as dilating, not on the merits of a mathematical problem, but on sumo 
of those beautiful forms and classic models of ancient art which have been the wonder of all 
succeeding times. Nor was this udmiicition of ancient geometry a mere pedantic or barren 
speculation. The great philosopher of whom we arc speaking airVied his principles into prac- 
tice, and applied tlie abstract properties of figures witii the happiest success to experimental 
philosophy ; many branches of which he greatly extended by liis discoveries ; and in all of 
them he developed the most original views, whicli may yet be traced to impnrUuit results. 
The range of his studies was amazingly extensive; and he hud accuniiilated vast stores of 
knowledge, especially on scieiitiilc subjects. He was deeply vemd in the history of science, 
which he had traced from its earliest dawnings in the times of Greece and Rome, through all 
the sulisequent vicissjtudt» which it experienced during the dark ages of barbarism, till it was 
revived by the Arabians in the east, and w'as afterwards improved and perfected by the more 
brilliant discoveries of modern times. We speak literally when we say, that we doubt if there 
is a single publication relating to this subject, either in the ancient or tho modern languages, 
which he had not diligently perused ; and his knowledge, minute and accurate on every point, 
and, once acquired, never forgotten, overflowed in his conversation and in his writings. The 
date of any great discovery was familiar to him ; he could give anecdotes or biographical 
sketches of all the great promoters of science in every age ; and the prodigality of his informa- 
tion was not more surprising tlian the ease with which he preserved its disposition and ar- 
rangement, under certain great leading principles, which were the laud-marks of his mind, 
by which the store of facts which he had been treasuring up for years was reduced into order, 
and each distributed into its proper place in the great system of which it formed apart. For 
the truth of this remark we may refer to the * History of the Barometer,’ in tho Edinburgh 
Review, and to his papers on Meteorology, and other subjects in the EiuqclopaidiaBritunnica, 
to his continuation of Playfair’s Introductory Discoui^us prefixed to that work, as well as to 
many of his other productions, whicli display the great extent of his researchea On other 
subjects, also, not connected with his peculiar studies, his information was minute and exten- 
sive. He was deeply read in Scottish history and antiquities ; and on all modern questions of 
politics or political economy, he had his own original ideas, which he was always ready to ex- 
press and expound in a fitir and temperate stmin.” 
m. . 3 u 
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themselves so strongly in his domestic affections, in his love of country, and in 
his unwearied pursuit of knowledge. 

With the inmates of his father's house divelt intelligence, cheerful content, 
and piety ; and, in this scene of the domestic virtues, Leyden was taught to read 
by his grandmother, under whom he soon acquired a familiar acquaintance with 
the events recorded in the sacred volume, the historical passages in the Old Tes- 
tament having first attmcted his attention. There is no circumstance from 
which we should so readily entertain good hopes of the future conduct of a boy, 
as that of his having been imbued with his earliest letters by so venerable an 
instructress ; for it argues not only an attentive care to make him spell and pro 
nounce words correctly, but an anxious discharge of the parental duties on the 
part of the family from whom he is sprung, which cannot fail to produce the 
best effects on the heart of the young pupil — an effect how diflerent from that 
which other fathers are doomed to witness, who, as soon as their children's age 
admits of their removal, despatch them to distant schools to be brought up ns 
well as taught by strangers, and think they have done all that can reasonably be 
expected from them when they disburse the sums necessary for the mainte- 
n«*ince of their oif&pring ! It was considered the highest praise of a Homan ma- 
tron of rank that ** she staid at home and span," domum mansii, lanarn fecit ; 
but by far more honourable is the epitaph which might with truth be engraved 
on the tombstones of many Scottish women of the humblest rank — she taught 
her grandchildren to lead.” The moral worth which such a system of affection- 
ate training keeps alive in the land cannot be too higiily estimated ; and, as if 
to prove its advantage, such men as Leyden now and then emerge from useful 
obscurity, and make the beauty of their home-bred virtues conspicuous to all the 
world. 

Leyden’s taste for reading, once kindled, spread like the moorbum on his 
native heaths, first over the books in his fatlier’s possession, and then to the 
shelves of the neighbours. Some popular works on Scottish history supplied the 
inspiring recital of the deeds of Wallace and Bruce, which, beyond their im- 
mediate benefit, have coiitinueil as examples through succeeding ages to cherish 
sentiments of independent^ in every generous bosom. Among the other pro- 
ductions with which he was gre«atly delighted, have been enumerated the poems 
of Sir David Lindsay, Paradise Lost, Chapman's translation of Homer, and the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments. An odd volume of the last-named work he ob- 
tained, when he was about eleven years old, by a resolute perseverance of solici- 
tation quite commensurate with the ardour of his subsequent literary career. He 
had received from a companion some account of its contents, and been told that 
the treasure belonged to a blacksmith’s apprentice who resided at some miles' 
distance from his father's house. The very next morning, Leyden waded 
through the snow in the hope of being allowed to peruse a jiart of the volume 
in the owner’s presence — for he had no title to expect a loan of it in any other 
way ; and that he might have leisure to do so, he set out betimes. On reaching 
ihe smithy, learning that the lad had gone from home to do some work, he pro- 
ceeded to the place, and, having preferred his request, met with a refusal. But 
he was not to be so dismissed, and continuing beside the lad the whole day, he 
cither succeeded in gaining his good graces, or prevailed by the mere force of 
pertinacity, so that he got the book as a present, and returned home by sunset, 

exhausted by hunger and fatigue," says Sir Walter Scott, “ but in triumphant 
possession of a treasure for which he would have subjected himself to yet greater 
privations." 

At nine years of age Leyden had been sent to the parish school of Kirktown, 
where, to writing and aritlmietic, he added a little knowledge of Latin gram- 
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mar. He continued here three years, with the interral of two rery long raca- 
tioiis, in consequence of the death of one teacher and the remoral of another. 
At these times he assumed the plaid, and looked after his father’s flodk when 
his assistance was needed. His parents now clearly perceived that the hent of 
their son’s mind was for learning, and he was accordingly placed under the 
charge of Mr Duncan, a Cameronian minister at Denholm, who instructed a few 
pupils, — ^he could not usually draw together more than five or six, — in Greek 
and Latin. Of the eagerness of his desire for knowledge,” says the Rev. 
James Morton, it may not be improper to relate an anecdote which took place 
at this time : Denholm being about three miles from his home, which was rather 
too long a walk, his father was going to buy him an ass to convey him to and 
from school. Leyden, however, was unwilling, from the common prejudice 
against this animal, to encounter the ridicule of his schoolfellows by appearing 
so ignobly mounted, and would at first have declined the offered accommodation. 
But no sooner was he informed that the owner of the ass happened to have in 
his possession a large book in some learned language, which he ofiered to give 
into the bargain, than his reluctance entirely vanished, and he never rested un- 
til he had obtained this literary treasure, which was found to be the Calepini 
Dictionarium Octolingue*'^ 

After he had enjoyed the advantage of Mr Duncan’s instructions for two 
years, it was judged that he was qualified for college ; and in November, 1790, 
liis father accompanied him half-way to Edinburgh, with a horse which they 
rode calteriiately ; he performed the rest of the journey on foot His views 
being directed to the church, he began the usual course of study by attending 
the Greek and Latin classes ; in the preparations for which he was assiduous, 
allotting a stated portion of time daily to the tasks of each professor, and em- 
ploying the remaining hours in desultory reading, from which, having the com- 
mand of the college library, he was not deterred, like some young men, by any 
difficulty of determining which books it would be most proper and advantageous 
for him to read first. His public appearances threatened at the outset to draw 
down upon him some degree of ridicule ; but professor Dalzell used to describe 
with some humour, the astonishment and amusement excited in his class when 
John Leyden first stood up to recite his Greek exercise. The rustic yet un- 
daunted manner, the humble dress, the high harsh tone of his voice, joined to 
the broad provincial accent of Teviotdale, discomposed on this first occasion the 
gravity of the professor, and totally routed that of the students. But it was 
soon perceived that these uncouth attributes were joined to qualities which com- 
manded respect and admiration. The rapid progress of the young rustic at- 
tracted the approbation and countenance of the professor, who was ever prompt 
to distinguish and encourage merit ; and to those among the students who did 
not admit literary proficiency as a shelter for the ridicule due since tlie days of 
Juvenal to the scholar’s worn coat and unfashionable demeanour, Leyden was in 
no respect averse from showing strong reasons adapted to their comprehension, 
and affecting their personal safety, for keeping their mirth within decent 
bounds.^ 

The Greek language was long his favourite study, and, considering his op« 
portunities, he became much more intimately acquainted with its best authors 
than is usual in S<M)tland, even among those who make some pretensions to lite- 
rature. T'he Latin he understood thoroughly ; and it is perhaps the best proof 

> The ensuing part of the present article is burrowed with very slight alterations from a 
memoir of Dr Leyden, in tlie Edinburgh Annual Register for 1811 — evidently, from its 
<* lareless inimitable gnux%’' the composition of bir Walter Scott 
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of Ills clabsicnl attainments, that at a later period, to use his own expression, 
** he passed muster pretty well when introduced to Dr Parr.’’ 

Leyden was now at the fountain-head of knowledge, and availed himself of 
former privations by quailing it in large draughts. He not only attended all the 
lectures usually connected with the study of theology, but several others, parti- 
cularly some of the medical classes, — a circumstance which afterwards protred 
important to his outset in life, although at the time it could only be ascribed to 
his restless and impatient pursuit after science of every description. Admission 
to these lectures was easy from the liberality of the professors, who throw their 
classes gratuitously open to young men educated for the church, a privilege of 
which Leyden availed himself to the utmost extent. There were indeed feu 
branches of study in which he did not make some progress. Besides the learned 
languages, he acquired French, Spanish, Italian, and German, was familiar with 
the ancient Icelandic, and studied Hebrew, Arabic, and Persian. 

But though he soon became particularly distinguished by his talents as a lin- 
guist, few departments of science altogether escaped his notice. He investigated 
moral philosophy with the ardour common to all youths of talent who studied 
ethics under the auspices of professor Dugald Stewart, with whose personal notice 
he was honoured. He became a respectable matliematician, and was at least 
superficially acquainted with natural philosophy, natural history, chemistry, bo- 
tany, and mineralogy. These various sciences he acquired in didereiit degrees, 
and at diderent times, during his residence at college. 'I'hey were the fruit of 
no very regular plan of study : whatever subject interested bis mind at the time 
attracted his principal attention till time and industry had overcome the diflicul- 
ties which it presented, and was then exchanged for another pursuit. It seemed 
frequently to be Leyden’s object to learn just so much of a particular science as 
should enable him to resume it at any future period ; and to those who objected 
to the miscellaneous, or ocscasionally the superheial nature of his studies, he used 
to answer with his favourite interjection, ** Dash it, man, never mind: if you 
have the scaffolding ready, you can run up the masonry when you please.” 
But this mode of study, however successful with John Leyden, cannot be safely 
recommended to a student of less retentive memory and robust application. 
With him, however, at least while he remained in Britain, it seemed a matter of 
little consequence for what length of time he resigned any particular branch of 
study ; for when either some motive or mere caprice induced him to resume it, 
he could with little difficulty re-iinite all the broken associations, and begin 
where he left oil' months or years before, without liaving lost an inch of ground 
during the interval. 

The vacations which our student spent at home were employed in ar- 
ranging, methodizing, and enlarging the information which he had acquired 
during his winter’s attendance at college. Ilis father^s cottage affording him 
little opportunity for quiet and seclusion, he was obliged to look out for accoiii- 
niodations abroad, and some of his places of retreat were sufficiently extraordi- 
nary. In a wild recess, in the dean or glen which gives name to the village of 
Denholm, he contrived a sort of furnace for the purpose of such chemical ex- 
periments as it was adequate to performing. But his chief place of retirement 
was the small parish church, a gloomy and ancient building, generally believed 
in the neighbourhood to be haunted. To this chosen place of study, usually 
lo<*>ked during week-days, Leyden made entrance by means of a window, 
read there for many hours in the day, and deposited his books and specimens 
in a retired pew. It was a well clioseu spot of seclusion, for the kirk, (except- 
ing during divine service) is rather a place of terror to the Sluttish rustic, and 
that of Cavers was rendered more so by uiany a tale of ghosts and witchcraft. 
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of which it was the supposed scene ; and to which Leyden, partly to indulge 
his humour, and partly to secure his retirement, contrived to make some modern 
additions. The nature of his abstruse studies, some specimens of natural his- 
tory, as toads and adders, left exposed in their spirit vials, and one or two 
practical jests played off upon the more curious of the peasantry, rendered his 
gloomy haunt not only venerated by the wise, but feared by the simple, of the 
parish, who began to account this abstracted student, like the gifted person de- 
scribed by Wordsworth, as possessing 

■ ' — Waking empire wide as dreams, 
i^ti ample sovereignty ofc}o and ear ; 

Rich arc his walks with supernatural cheer ; 

The region of his imier spirit teems 
With vital sounds, and monitory gleams 
Of high astonishment and pleasing fear. 

This was a distinction which, as we have already hinted, he was indeed not 
unwilling to aRect, and to which, so far as the visions existing in the high fancy 
of the poet can supply those ascribed to the actual ghost-seer, he had indeed no 
slight pretensions. 

Books as well as retirement were necessary to the progress of Leyden’s 
studies, and not always attainable. But his research collected from every quar- 
ter such as were accessible by loan, and he subjected himself to the utmost pri- 
vations to purchase those that were not otherwise to be procured. Tho 
reputation also of his prosperous career of learning obtained him occasional atv 
cess to the library of Mr Douglas of Cavers ; an excellent old collection, in 
which he met, for the first time, many of those works of the middle ages which he 
studied with so much research and success. A Froissart in particular, trans- 
lated by lord Berners, captivated his attention with all those tales to savage 
virtue dear,’’ which coincided with his taste for chivalry, and with the models 
on which it had been formed ; and tales of the Black Brince, of the valiant 
ChandoB, and of (lieoffrey Tete-Noir, now rivalled the legends of Johnnie Arm- 
strang, Walter the Devil, and the Black Douglas. 

In the country, Leyden’s society was naturally considerably restricted, but 
while at college it began to extend itself among such of his fellow students ns 
were distinguished for proficiency in learning. Among these we may number 
the celebrated author of the Pleasures of Dope ; the ilev. Alexander Murray 
united with Leyden in the kindred pursuit of oriental learning, and whose 
lamp, like that of his friend, was extinguished at the moment when it was 
placed in the most conspicuous elevation ; William Krskine, author of a poetical 
epistle from St Hilda, with whom lioyden renewed his friendship in India ; the 
Ingenious Dr Thomas Brown, distinguished for his early proficiency in the 
science of moral philosophy, of which he was afterwards professsor in the Edin- 
burgh college ; the Rev. Robert Lundie, minister of Kelso, and several othei 
young men of talent, who at that time pursued their studies in the university oi 
Edinburgh. 

In the year 179G, the recommendation of professor Dalzell procured Leyden 
the situation of private tutor to the sons of Mr Campbell of Fairfield, a situation 
which he retained for two or three years. During the winter of 1 7 9 8, he attended 
the two young gentlemen to their studies at the college of St Andrews. Here 
he had the advantage of the acquaintance of professor Hunter, an admirable 
classical scholar, and to whose kind instructions be professed much obligation. 
The secluded situation also of St Andrews, the monastic life of the students, the 
fragments of antiquity with which that onoe metropolitan town is surrounded, and 
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the libraries of its colleges, gave him additional opportunity and impulse to 
pursue his favourite plans of study. 

About the time he resided at St Andrews, the renown of Mungo Park, and 
Leydeii^s enthusiastic attachment to all researches connected with oriental 
learning, turned his thoughts towards the history of Africa, in which he found 
much to enchant an imagination which loved to dwell upon the grand, the mar- 
vellous, the romantic, and even the horrible, and which was rather fired than 
appalled by the picture of personal danger and severe privation. Africsa indeed 
had peculiar charms for Leyden. He delighted to read of hosts, whose arrows 
intercepted the sunbeams ; of kings and soldiers, who judged of the numberless 
number of their soldiers by mar<;hing them over the trunk of a cedar, and only 
deemed their strength sudicient to take the field when such myriads had passed 
as to reduce the solid timber to impalpable dust ; the royal halls also of Daho- 
mey, built of sculls and cross-bones, and moistened with the daily blood of new 
victims of tyranny, all, in short, that presented strange, wild, and romantic 
views of human nature, and which furnished new and unheard-of facts in the 
history of man, had great fascination for his ardent imagination. And about 
this time he used to come into company, quite full of these extraordinary stories, 
garnished faithfully with the unpronounceable names of the despots and tribes of 
Africa, which any one at a distance would have taken for the exorcism of a 
conjurer. The fruit of his researches he gave to the public in a small volume, 
entitled, ** An Historical and Philosophical Sketch of the Discoveries and Settle- 
ments of the Europeans in Northern and Western Africa at the close of the 18th 
century,” crown 8vo, 1799. It is written on the plan of PaynaPs celebrated 
work, and, as it contains a clear and lively abridgment of the information af- 
forded by travellers whoso worlis are of rare occurrence, it was favourably re- 
ceived by the public. 

On Leyden’s return to Edinburgh from St Andrews, he resided with his 
pupils in the family of Mr Campbell, whore he was treated with that respect 
and kindness which every careful father will pay to him whose lessons he ex- 
pects his children to receive with attention and advantage. His hours, except- 
ing those of tuition, were at his own uncontrolled disposal, and such of his 
friends as chose to visit him at Mr Campbell’s, were sure of a hospitable re- 
ception. This class began now to extend itself among persons of an older 
standing than his contemporaries, and embraced several who had been placed 
by fortune, or had risen by exertions, to that fixed station in society, to which 
his college intimates were as yet only looking forwards. His acquaintance witli 
Mr Hichard Heber was the chief means of connecting him with several families 
of the former description, and it originated in the following circumstances. 

John Leydetrs feelings were naturally poetical, and he was early led to ex- 
press them in the language of poetry. Before he visited St Andrews, and while 
residing there, he had composed both fragments and complete pieces of poetry 
in almost every style and stair/a which our language alfords, from an unfinished 
tragedy on the fate of the Darien settlement, to songs, ballads, and comic tales. 
Many of these essays afterwards found their way to the press through the 
medium of the Edinburgh Magazine, at that time under the management or the 
patronage of Dr Robert Anderson, editor of the British poets, with whom Ley- 
den was on terms of intimacy. In this periodical miscellany appeared from 
time to time poetical translations from the Greek Anthology, from the Norse^ 
from the Hebrew, from the Arabic, from the Syriac, from the Persian, and so 
forth, with many original pieces, indicating more genius than taste, and an ex- 
tent of learning of most unusual dimensions. I'hese were subscribed J. L. 
About this time also Mr Archibald Constable was opening business chiefly as a 
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retailer of curiouB and ancient books, a department in which he possessed ex- 
tensive knowledge ; Mr Richard Heber, the extent of whose invaluable library 
is generally known, was, in the winter of 1799-1800, residing in Edinburgh, 
and a frequenter of course of Mr Constable’s shop. In these researches he 
formed an acquaintance with Leyden, who examined as an amateur the shelves 
"which Mr Heber ransacked as a purchaser, and the latter discovered with plea- 
sure the unknown author of the poems whi<^h have been already alluded to. 
The acquaintance soon ripened into friendship, and was cemented by mutual ad- 
vantage. Mr Heber had found an associate as ardent as himself in the pursuit 
of^clossical knowledge, and who would willingly sit up night after night to col- 
late editions, and to note various readings; and Leyden, besides tlie advantage 
and instruction which he derived from Mr lleher’s society, enjoyed that ol 
being introduced, by his powerful recommendation, to the literary gentlemen oi 
Edinburgh, with whom he lived in intimacy. Among these may be reckoned 
the late lord Woodhouselee, Mr Henry Mackenzie, the distinguished author ol 
the Man of Feeling, and the Reverend Mr Sidney Smitii, then residing in 
Edinburgh, from all of whom Leyden received flattering attention, and many 
important testimonies of the interest which they look in iiis success. By the 
same introduction he became intiiiuite in the family of Mr Walter Scott, wliere 
a congenial taste for ballad, romance, and border antiquities, as well as a sin- 
cere admiration of Leyden’s high talents, extensive knowledge, and excellent 
heart, secured him a welcome reception. And by degrees his society extended 
itself still more widely, and comprehended almost every one who was distin- 
guished for taste or talents in Edinburgh. 

The manners of Leyden, when he Aret entered into company, were very 
peculiar ; nor indeed were they at any time much modiiied during bis continu- 
ing in Europe ; and here, perhaps, as properly as elsewhere, wo may endea- 
vour to give some idea of his personal appearance and habits in society. In 
his complexion the clear red upon the cheek indicated a hectic propensity, but 
with his brown hair, lively dark eyes, and w'ell-]>roportioned features, gave an 
acute and interesting turn of expression to liis whole countenance. He was of 
middle stature, of a frame ratlier thin than strong, but muscular and active, and 
well fitted for all those athletic exertions in which he delighted to be accounted 
a master. For lie was no less anxious to be esteemed a man eminent for learn- 
ing and literary talent, than to be held a fearless player at single-stick, a for- 
midable boxer, and a distinguished adept at leaping, running, walking, climbing, 
and all exercises which depend on animal spirits and muscular exertion. Feats 
of this mature he used to detail wth such liveliness as sometimes led his au- 
dience to charge him with exaggeration ; but, unlike the athletic in ^!sop’s 
apologue, he was always ready to attempt the repetition of his great leap at 
Rhodes, were it at the peril of breaking bis neck on the spot And certainly 
in many cases his spirit and energy carried him through enterprises which liis 
friends considered as most rashly undertaken. An instance occurred on board 
of ship in India, where two gentlemen, by way of quizzing Le> den’s pretensions 
to agility, offered him a bet of twenty gold niolirs lliat be could not go aloft 
Our bard instantly betook himself to the shrouds, and, at all the risk incident to 
a landsman who first attempts such an ascent, successfully scaled the main-top. 
^'here it was intended to subject him to an unusual practical sea joke, by seizing 
nim up, i. e. tying him, till he should redeem himself by paying a fine. But the 
spirit of Leyden dictated desperate resistance, and, finding he was likely to be 
overpowered, he flung himself from the top, and, seizing a rope, precipitated 
himself on deck by letting it slide rapidly through his grasp. In this operation 
he lost the skin of both hands, but of course won his wager. But when he ob- 
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served his friends look grave at the expensive turn which their jest had taken, 
he tore and dung into the sea the order for the money which they had given 
him, and contented himself with the triumph which his spirit and agility had 
gained. And this little anecdote may illustrate his character in more respects 
than one. 

In society, John Leyden’s first appearance had something that revolted the 
fastidious and alarmed the delicate. He was a bold and uncompromising dispu- 
tant, and neither subdued his tone, nor mollified the form of his argument, out 
of deference to the rank, age, or even sex of those with whom he was maintain- 
ing it. His voice, which was naturally loud and harsh, was on such occasions 
exaggerated into what he himself used to call his saw-tones, which were not 
very pleasant to the ear of strangers. His manner was animated, his movements 
abrupt, and the gestures with whicii he enforced his arguments rather forcible 
than elegant ; so that, altogether, his first appearance was somewhat appalling 
to persons of low animal spirits, or shy and reserved habits, as well as to all 
who expected much reverence in society on account of the adventitious circum- 
stances of rank or station. Besides, his spirits were generally at top-flood, and 
entirely occupied with what had lost iirrested his attention, and thus his own 
feats, or his own studies, were his topic more frequently than is consistent with 
the order of good society, in which every person has a right to expect his share 
of conversation. Ho was indeed too much bent on attaining personal distinc- 
tion in society to choose nicely the mode of acquiring it For example, in the 
course of a large evening party, crowded with fashionable people, to many of 
whom Leyden was an absolute stranger, silence being imposed for the purpose 
of a song, one of his friends with great astonishment, and some horror, heard 
Leyden, who could not sing a note, scream forth a verse or two of some border 
ditty, with all tlie dissonance of an Indian war-whoop. In their way home, ho 
ventured to remonstrate with his friend on this extraordinary exhibition, to 
which his defence was, ** Dash it, man, they would have thought I w^ns afraid 
to sing befiire them.'’ In short, his egotism, his bold assumption in society, 
his affectation of neglecting many of its forms as trifles beneath his notice — cir- 
cumstances which often excited against his first appearance an undue and dis- 
proportionate prejudice — were entirely founded upon the resolution to support his 
independence in society, and to assert that charac^ter formed between the let- 
tered scholar, and the wild rude borderer, the counter part as it were of Ana- 
charsis, the philosophic Scythian, which, from bis infancy, he was ambitious of 
maintaining. His humble origin was with him rather a subject of honest pride 
than of false shame, and he was internally not unwilling that his deportment 
should to a certain degree partake of the simplicity of the ranks from which he 
had raised himself by his talents, to bear a share in the first society. 

Having thus marked strongly the defects of his manner, and the prejudice 
which they sometimes excited, we crave credit from the public, while we record 
the real virtues and merits by which they were atoned a thousand fold. Ley- 
den's apparent harshness of address covered a fund of real aflection to his friends, 
and kindness to all with whom he mingled, unwearied in their service, and 
watchful to oblige them. To gratify the slightest wish of a friend, he would 
engage at once in the most toilsome and difficult researches, and when perhaps 
that friend had forgotten that he even intiniatedsuch a wish, Leyden came to pour 
down before him the fullest information on the subject which had excited hif 
attention. And his temper was in reality, and notwithstanding an affectation of 
roughness, as gentle as it was generous. No one felt more deeply for the dis- 
tress of those he loved. No one exhibited more disinterested pleasure in their 
success. In dispute, he never lost temper, and if he despised the outworks of 
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ceremnny, he never trespassed upon the essentials of good breeding, and was 
hiinself the first to feel hurt and distressed If he conceived that he had, by any 
rash or hasty expression, injured the feelings of the most inconsiderable member 
of the company. In all the rough play of his argument too, he was strictly 
good-humoured, and was the first to laugh if, as must happen occasionally to 
those who talk much, and upon every subject, some disputant of less extensive 
but more accurate information, contrived to arrest him in his very pitch of 
pride, by a home fact or incontrovertible argument. And, when his high' and 
Independent spirit, his firm and steady principles of religion and virtue, his 
constant good humour, the extent and variety of his erudition, and the liveli- 
ness of his conversation, were considered, they must have been fastidious Indeed 
who were not reconciled to the foibles or peculiarities of his tone and 
manner. 

Many of those Avhose genius has raised them to distinction, have fallen 
into the fatal error of regarding their wit and talents as an excuse for the un- 
limited indulgence of their passions, and their biographers have too frequently 
to record the acts of extravagance, and habits of immorality, which disgraced 
and shortened their lives. From such crimes and follies .lohn Leyden stood 
free and stainless. He was deeply impressed with the truths of Christianity, of 
which he was at all times p ready and ardent asserter, and his faith was attested 
by the purity of morals which is its best earthly evidence. To tlio pleasures of 
the table he was totally indiderent, never exceeded tlie bounds of tomperanr.e 
ill wine, though frequently in society where there was temptation to do so, and 
seemed hardly to enjoy any refreshment excepting tea, of which he sometimes 
drank very large quantities.^ When he was travelling or studying, his temper- 
ance became severe abstinence, and he often passed an entire day without any 
other food than a morsel of bread. To sle^p he was equally indiderent, and 
when, during the latter part of his residence in Edinburgh, he frequently spent 
the day in company, he used, upon retiring home, to pursue his studies till ;i 
late hour in the morning, and satisfy hiinself with a very brief portion of repose, 
it was the opinion of his friends, that his strict temperanc;c alone (;ould have en- 
abled him to follow so hard a course of reading as he enjoined himself. His 
pecuniary resources were necessarily much liiiiited ; but he knew that indepen- 
dence, and the title of maintaining a free and uncontrolled demeanour in society 
can only be attained by avoiding pecuniary embarrassments, and he .managed 
his funds with such severe economy, that he seemed always at ease upon his 
very narrow income. W'e have only another trait to add to his character as a 
member of society. With all his bluiitness and peculiarity, and under disadvan- 
tages of birth and fortune, Leyden’s reception among females of rank and ele- 
gance was favourable in a distinguished degree. Whether it is that the tact of 
the fair sex is liner than ours, or that they more readily pardon peculiarity in 
favour of originality, or that an uncommon address and mariner is in itself a re- 
commendation to tiieir favour, or that they are not so readily offended as the 
male sex by a display of superior learning; in short, whatever were the cause, 
it is certain that Leyden was a favourite among those whose favour all are nni- 
bitious to attain. Among the ladies of distinction who honoured liim with their 
regard, it is sufficient to notice the late duchess of Gordon and lady Charlotte 
Campbell (now Bury), who were then leaders of the fashionable society of Edin- 
burgh. It is time to return to trace the brief events of his life. 

In 1800, Leyden was ordained a preacher of the gospel, and entered upon 
the functions then conferred upon him, by preaching in several of the churches 

* A lady whose house he frequented, mentioned to a friend ol* tlie editor tluit she had 
filled him out eighteen cups in one evening. 

ni. 3 H 
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in Edinbui^h and the neiglibourhond. His style of pulpit oratory was marked 
with the same merits and faults which distinguish his poetry. His style was 
more striking than eloquent, and his voice and gesture more violent than ele- 
gant ; but his discourses were marked with strong traits of original genius, and 
although he pleaded an internal feeling of disappointment at being unequal to 
attain his own ideas of excellence as a preacher, it was impossible to listen to 
him without being convinced of his uncommon extent of learning, knowledge of 
ethics, and sincere zeal for the interest of religion. 

The autumn of the S 2 ime year was employed in a tour to the Highlands and 
Hebrides, in which Leyden accompanied two young foreigners who had studied 
at Edinburgh the preceding winter. In this tour he visited all the remarkable 
places of that interesting part of his native country, and, diverging from the 
common and more commodious route, visited what are called the rough bovndu 
of the Highlands, and investigated' the decaying traditions of Celtic manners 
and story wliich are yet preserved in the wild districts of Moidart and Knoidart. 
The journal which he made on this occasion was a curious monument of his 
zeal and industry in these researches, and contained much valuable information 
on the subject of Highland manners and tradition, which is now probably lost to 
the public. It is remarkable, that after long and painful research in quest of 
original passages of the poems of Ossinn, he adopted ap opinion more favour- 
able to their authenticity than has lately prevailed in the literary world. But 
the confessed infidelity of Macpherson must always excite the strengest suspicion 
on this subject. Leyden composed, witli his usual facility, several detached 
poems upon Highland traditions, all of which have probably perished, excepting 
a ballad, founded upon the romantic legend respecting MacFhail of Colonsay 
and the Mermaid of Correvrecken, inscribed to lady Charlotte Campbell, and 
published in the third volume of the Border Minstrelsy, which appeared at the 
distance of about a twelvemonth after the iirst two volumes. The opening of 
this ballad exhibits a power f)f harmonious niiiiibers which has seldom been ex- 
celled in English poetry. Nor were these legendary effusions the only fruit of 
his journey; for, in his passage thiough Aberdeen, Leyden so far gained the 
friendship of the venerable professor Beattie, that lie obtained his permission to 
make a transcript from the only existing copy of the interesting poem entitled 
Albania. This work, which is a panegyric on Scotland in nervous blank verse, 
written by an anonymous author in the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
Tieyden afterwards republished along with W'ilson’s “ Clyde,” under the title of 
“ Scottish Descriptive Foems” ISnio, 1802. 

In 1801, when Mr Lewis published his Tales of -Wonder, Leyden was a con- 
tributer to that collection, and furnished the ballad called the Elf-king; and 
in the following year, he employed himself earnestly in the congenial task of 
procuring materials for the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, the first publica- 
tion of Walter Scott. In this labour, he ivas equally interested by friendship 
for the editor, and by his own patriotic zeal for the honour of the Scottish bor- 
ders, and both may be judged of from tlie following circumstance. An inter- 
esting fragment had been obtained of an ancient historical ballad, but the 
remainder, to the great disturbance of the editor and his coadjutor, was not to 
be recovered. Two days afterwards, while Mr Scott was sitting with some 
company after dinner, a sound was heard at a distance like that of tlie whistling 
of a tempest through the torn rigging of the vessel which scuds before it The 
sounds increased as they approached more near, and Leyden (to the great aston- 
ishment of such of the guests os did not know him,) burst into the room, 
chanting the desiderated ballad with the most enthusiastic gesture, and all the 
energy of the saw-tones of his voice already commemorated. It turned oul^ that 
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he had walked between forty and fifty miles and back again, for the sole pur- 
pose of Tisiting an old person who possessed this precious remnant of antiquity. 
His antiquarian researches and poetic talents were also liberally exerted ibr the 
support of this undertaking. To the former, the reader owes in a great mea- 
sure the Dissertation on Fairy Superstition, which, although arranged and 
digested by Mr Scott, abounds with instances of such curious reading as Leyden 
nhme had read, and was originally compiled by him ; and to the latter the 
spirited ballads entitled Lord Soulis and the Gout of Keeldar. 

Leyden’s next publication >\a8 ** Tlie Complaynt of Scotland, a new edition 
of an ancient and singularly rare tract bearing that title, written by an uncer- 
tain author, about the year 154H.” This curious work was published by Mr 
Constable in the year 1801. As the tract was itself of a difiuseand coinpreheii- 
sive nature, touching upon many unconnected topics, both of public policy and 
private life, as well as treating of the leaming, the poetry, the music, and the 
arts of that early period, it gave I^eyden an opportunity of pouring forth such 
a profusion of antiquarian knowledge in the pi*eliiiiinary dissertation, notes, and 
glossary, as one uould have thought could hardly have been accumulated during 
so short a life, dedicated too to so many and varied studies. The intimate ac- 
quaintance which he has displayed with SScottish antiquities of every kind, from 
manuscript histories and rare chronicles, down to the tradition of the peasant, 
and the rhymes even of the nursery, evince an extent of research, power of ar- 
rangement, and facility of recollection, which has never been equalled in this 
department. 

Meanwhile other pursuits were not abandoned in the study of Scottish anti- 
quities. The Kdinburgh Magazine was united in 1 802 with the old Scots Ma- 
gazine, and was now put under the management oi‘ lie y den by Mr Constable the 
publisher. To this publication, during the period of his management, which was 
about five or six months, he contributed several occasional pieces of prose and 
poetry, in all of whicli he was successful, except ing in those where humour was 
x*equire<l, which, notwithstanding his unvaried hilarity of temper, Leyden did 
not possess. He was also, during this year, engaged with his ** Scenes of In- 
fancy,” a poem which was afterwards published on the eve of his leaving Britain ; 
and in which he has interwoven his own early feelings and recollections with the 
description and traditional history of his native vale of 'i'eviot. 

The friends of Leyden began now to be anxious for his present settlement in 
life. He bad been for two years in orders, and there was every reason to hope 
that he might soon obtain a church, through tlie numerous friends and powerful 
interest which lie now possessed. Moi*e than one nobleman of high rank ex- 
pressed a wish to serve him, should any church in their gift become vacant ; and, 
from the recommendation of other friends to those possessed of political interest, he 
was almost assured of being provided for, by a crown presentation, on some early 
opportunity. But his eager desire of travelling, and of extending the bounds of 
literary and geographical knowledge, had become, as he expressed himself to an 
intimate friend, his thought by day and his dream by night, and the discoveries 
of Mungo Park haunted his very slumbers.’' When the risk was objected to 
him, he used to answer in a phrase of Ussian, Dark Cuchullin will be renowned 
or dead and it became hopeless to think that this eager and aspiring spirit could 
be confined within the narrow sphere, and limited to the humble, though useful 
duties of a country clergyman. It was therefore now the wish of his friends to 
turn this irresistible thirst for discovery, into some cliannel which might at once 
gratify the predominant desire of his heart, and be attended with some prospect 
of securing his fortune. It was full time to take such steps ; for in 1802 Leyden 
had actually commenced overtures to the African Society, for undertaking a jour- 
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iiey of discovery through the interior of that continent — an enterprise which sad 
examples have shown to be little better than an act of absolute suicide. To di- 
vert his mind from this desperate project, a representation was made to the 
Bight Hon. William Dundas, who had then a seat at the Board of Control, 
stating the talents and disposition of Leyden, and it was suggested that such a 
person might be usefully employed in investigating the language and learning ot 
the Indian tribes. Mr Dundas entered with the most liberal alacrity into these 
views ; but it happened, unfortunately as it might seem, that the sole appoint- 
ment then at his disposal was that of surgeon’s assistant, which could only bo held 
by a person who liad taken a surgical degree, and could sustain an examination 
before the medical board at the India house. It was upon this occasion that 
Leyden showed, in tlieir utmost extent, his wonderful powers of application and 
comprehension. He at oii(;e intimated his readiness to accept the appointment 
under the conditions annexed to it, and availing himself of the superficial infor- 
mation he had formerly acquired by a casual attendan(;e upon one or two of the 
medical classes, he gave his whole mind to the study of medicine and surgery, 
with the purpose of qualifying himself for his degree in the short space of five 
or six mouths. The labour which he underwent on this occasion wTis incredible ; 
but with the powerful assistance of a gentleman of the highest eminence in his 
profession, (Mr John Bell of Edinburgh,) he succeeded in acquiring such a know- 
ledge of this coniplic<ated and most diHictilt art, as enabled him to obtain his 
diploma as surgeon with credit, even in the city of Edinburgh, so long famed 
for its medical school, and for the wholesome rigour adopted in the distribution 
of degrees. Leyden was, however. Incautious in boasting of his success after so 
short a course of study, and found himself obliged, in consequencx) of bis impru- 
dence, to relinquish his intention of taking out the degree of M. D. at Edinburgh, 
and to have recourse to another Scottish university for that step in his profession. 
Meanwhile the sudden exchange of his profession gave great amusement to some 
of his friends, especially when a lady having fainted in a crowded assembly. Dr 
Leyden advanced to her assistance, and went through tlie usual routine of treat- 
ment with all the gravity which beseemed his new faculty. In truth, the imme- 
diate object of his studies was always, in season and out oi' season, predoiiiinant 
in Leyden’s mind, and just about this time he went to the evening party of a 
lady of the highest rank with the remnants of a human hand in his pocket, which 
he had been dissecting in the morning, and on some question being stirred about 
the muscular action, he was with difficulty withheld from producing this grisly 
evidence in support of the arguiiient which he maintained. 'I'he character of 
Leyden cannot be understood without mentioning those circumstances that arc 
allied to oddity ; but it is not so easy to body forth those qualities of energy, ap- 
plication, and intelligence, by which he dignified his extravagancies, and vindi- 
f:ated his assumption of merit, far less to paint his manly, generous, and friendly 
disposition. 

In December 1802, Leyden was summoned to join the Christmas fleet of In- 
diamen, in consequence of his appointment ns assistant-surgeon on the Madras 
establishment. It was sufficiently understood that his medical character was 
only assumed to bring him within the compass of Mr Dundas’s patronage, and 
that his talents should be employed in India with reference to his literary re- 
searches. He was, however, pro forma, nominated to the Madras hospital. 
While awaiting this call, he bent his whole energies to the study of the oriental 
languages, and amused his hours of leisure by adding to the Scenes of Infancy, 
many of those passages addressed to his friends, and bearing particular reference 
to bis own situation on the eve of departure from Scotland, which, flowing warm 
from the heart, constitute the principal charm of that impressive poem. Mr 
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James Ballantyne, an eai*ly and intimate friend of Leyden^ had just then estab- 
lished in Edinburgh his press, which has sinr^ been so distinguished. To the 
critical skill of a Talued and learned friend, and to the friendly as well as 
professional care of Ballantyne, Leyden committed this last memorial of his love 
to his native land. The last sheets reached him before he loft Britain, no mpre 
to return. 

About the middle of December, John Leyden left Edinburgh, but not exactly 
at the time he had proposed. He had taken a solemn fareuell of his friends, 
and gone to Hoxburghshire to bid adieu to his parents, whom he regarded with 
the most tender filial affection, and from thence he intended to have taken his 
departure for London without returning to Edinburgh. Some amdent changed 
his purpose, and his unexpected arrival in Edinburgh was picturesque and some- 
what startling. A party of his friends had met in the evening to talk over his 
merits, and to drink, in Scottish phrase, his Bonallie, While about the witching 
hour they were crowning a solemn bumper to his health, a figure burst into the 
room, inufHed in a seaman’s cloak and travelling c^p, covered with snow, and 
distinguiiHiable only by the sharpness and ardour of tlie lone with which 
he exciaimed, Dash it, boys, here 1 am again !” The sLart with which this 
unexpected apparition was received, was subject of great mirth at the time, and 
the circumstance was subsequently recalled by most of the party with that mix- 
ture of pleasure and melancholy which attaches to the particulars of a last meet- 
ing with a beloved and valuable friend. 

In London, the kindness of Mr IJeber, his own reputation, and the recom- 
mendation of his Edinburgh friends, procured Leyden much kindness and at- 
tention among persons of rank and litertiry distinction. His chief protector 
and friend, however, was Mr Cieorgo Ellis, the well-known editor of the Speci- 
mens of Ancient English Poetry. 'J'o this gentleman he owed an obligation of 
the highest possible value, in a permission t<» change, on account of illness, from 
one vessel to another, the former being afterwards cast away in going down the 
river, when many of the passengers were droiviied. 

After this providential exchange of destination, tlie delay of the vessel to 
which he was transferred, permitted his residence in London until the beginning 
of April, 1803, an interval which he spent in availing himself of the opportuni- 
ties which he now enjoyed, of mixing in the most distinguished society in the 
metropolis, where the novelty and good humour of his character made ample 
amends for the native bluntness of his manners. In the beginning of April, he 
sailed from Portsmouth, in the Hugh Inglis, where he had the advantage of be- 
ing on board the same vessel with Mr Kobert Smith, the brother of his steady 
friend, the Rev. Mr Sidney Smith. And thus set forth on his voyage perhaps 
the fii'st British traveller that ever sought India, moved neither by the love of 
wealth nor of power, and who, despising alike the luxuries commanded by the 
one, and the pomp attached to the other, was guided solely by the wish of ex- 
tending our knowledge of oriental literature, and distinguishing himself as its 
most successful cultivator. This pursuit he urged through health and through 
sickness, unshaken by till the difticulties arising from imperfect commuiiicatioii 
with the natives, from their prejudices and those of their European masters, and 
from frequent change of residence; unmoved either by the charms of plea- 
sure, of wealth, or of that seducing indolence to which many men of literature 
have yielded after overcoming all other impediments. To this pursuit he 
finally fell a sacrifice, as devoted a martyr in the uaiise of science, as ever died 
in that of religion. We are unable to trace his Indian researches and travels 
with accuracy similar to that with which we have followed those which preceded 
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his departure from Europe, but we are enabled to state the following outlines of 
his fortune in the East 

After a mutiny in the vessel, which was subdued by the exertions of the offi- 
cers and passengers, and in which l^eyden distinguished himself by his coolness 
and intrepidity, the Hugh Inglis arrived at Madras, and he was transferred to 
the duties of his new profession. His nomination as surgeon to the commission- 
ers appointed to survey the ceded districts, seemed to promise ample opportuni- 
ties for the cultivation of oriental learning. But his health gave way under the 
fatigues of the climate: and he has pathetically recorded, in his Address to an 
Indian Gold Coin,” tlie inroads which were made on his spirits and constitution. 
He was obliged to leave the presidency of Madras, suffering an accumulation of 
diseases, and reached with difficulty Prince of Wales Island. During the pas- 
sage the vessel was chased by a French privateer, which was the occasion of 
Leyden’s coiiipoBing, in his best style of border enthusiasm, an ** Ode to a Malay 
cris,” or dagger, the only weapon which his reduced strength now admitted of 
his wielding. The following letter to Mr Ballantyne, dated from Prince of 
Wales Island, 24th October, 1805, gives a lively and interesting account of his 
occupations during the first two years of his i*csidence in India. 

“ Puloo Penang, October 2ith, 1806 . 

** My dear Ballantyne, — blinding an extra Indiaman, the lievenge, which 
has put into this harbour in distress, bound to Europe, 1 take another oppor- 
tunity of attempting to revive, or rather commence, an intercourse with my Eu- 
ropean friends, for since my arrival in India 1 have never received a single 
scrap from one of them, — Proli Deum ! Mr Constable excepted ; and my friend 
Ki'skine writes me from Bombay, that none of you have received the least intel- 
ligence of my motions since 1 left Europe. '1 his is to me utterly astonishing 
and iiiconiprehetisil)le, considering the multitude of letters and parcels that I 
have despatched from Mysore, especially during my couiinement for tlie liver 
disease at Seringapatam, where 1 had for some months the honour of inhabiting 
the palace of 'i'ippoo’s prime minister. I descended into Malabar in the ’begin- 
ning of May, in order to proceed to Bombay, and perhaps eventually up the 
Persian gulf as far as Bassorah, in order to try the effiect of a sea voyage. 1 
was, however, too late, and the rains had set in, and the last vessels sailed two 
or three days before niy arrival. As 1 am always a very lucky fellow, as well 
as an unlucky one, which all the world knows, it so fell out tliat the only vessel 
which sailed after iiiy arrival was wrecked, while some secret presentiment, or 
rather ** sweet little cherub, that sits up aloft,” prevented my embarking on 
hoard of her. 1 journeyed leisurely down to Calicut from Cananore, intending 
to pay my respects to the Cut wall, and the Admiral, so famous in the Lusiad of 
Cainoens ; but only think of my disappointment when 1 found that the times are 
altered, and the tables turned with respect to both these sublime characters. 
The Cutwali is only a species of boroughbailiffi, while the Admiral, God help 
him, is only the chief of the hslieriiien. From Calicut 1 proceeded to Paul- 
gaut-cherry, which signifies, in tiie Tainal language, ** the town of the forest of 
palms,” wliich is exactly the meaning of Tadmor^ the name of a city founded 
by Solomon, not for the queen of Sheba, but, as it happened, for the equally 
famous queen Zenobia. llius having demonstrated that Solomon understood 
the Tamal language, we may proceed to construct a syllogism in the following 
manner: ** Solomon understood the Tanial language, and he was wise, — I un- 
derstand the Tamal language, therefore 1 am as wise as Solomon !” 1 fear you 
logical lads of Europe will be very little disposed to admit the legitimacy of the 
conclusion ; hut, however the matter may stand in Europe, 1 can assure you it’s 
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no bad reasoning fur India. At Paulgaut-cherry 1 had a most terrible attack of 
the iirer, and should very probably have passed away, or, as the Indians say, 
dianged my climate — an elegant periphrasis fur dying, however — had 1 not 
obstinately resolved on living to have the pleasure of being revenged on all of 
you for your obstinate silence and ‘ perseverance therein to the end.’ Hearing 
about the middle of August, that a Bombay cruiser had toucVied at Aleppo, be- 
tween Quilod and Cochin, I made a desperate push through the jungles of the 
Cochin Kajah’s country, in order to reach her, and arrived about three hours 
after she had set sail. Any body else would have died of chagrin, if they had 
not hanged themselves outright 1 did neither one nor the other, but * tuned 
iny pipes and played a spring to John o* Badenyoii after which I set myself 
coolly down and translated the famous Jewish tablets of brass, preserved in the 
synagogue of (3ochin ever since the days of Methusalein. Probably you may think 
this no more difficult a task than decyphering the brazen tablet on any door of 
Princes or Queen street. But here 1 beg your pardon ; for, so far from any 
body, Jew, Pagan, or Christian, having ever been able to do this before, 1 as- 
sure you the most learned men of the world liave never been able to decide in 
what language or in what alphabet they were written. As the character has 
for a long time been supposed to be antediluvian, it hcos for a long time been ns 
much despaired of as the Egyptian hieroglyphics. So much was the diwan or 
grand vizier, if you like it, of Travancore astonished at the circumstniice, that 
he gave me to understand that 1 had only t(» pans through the Sacred Cow in 
order to merit adoption into the holy order of bramins. 1 was forced, however, 
to decline the honour of the sacred cow, for unluckily Phalaris’ bull and JVloses’ 
calf presented themselves to my imagination, and it occurred to me that perhaps 
the Kam-rajah’s cow might be a beast of the breed. Being on the eve of a new 
attack of the liver, 1 was forced to leave Travancore with great precipitation, iii 
the first vessel that presented itself, a Mapilla brig, bound to Puloo Penang, 
the newly erected presidency on the Straits of Malacca, where I have just ar- 
rived, after a perverse pestilent voyage, in which 1 have been terribly ill of re- 
vulsions of bile and liver, without any of llie conveniences which are almost 
nei^ssary to an European in these parts, and particularly to an invalid. We 
have had a very rough passage, the cabin very often all afloat, while 1 have been 
several times completely drenched. In addition to this we have been pursued 
by a Frenchman, and kept in a constant state of alarm and agitation ; and now, 
to mend the matter, 1 am writing you at a kind of naval tavern, while all around 
me is ringing with the vociferation of tarpaulins, the hoarse bawling of sea oaths, 
and the rattling of the dice-box. However, I flatter myself 1 have received 
considerable benefit from the voyage, tedious and disgusting and vexatious as it 
has been. * # * 

** You know when I left Scotland, I had determined at all events to become 
a furious orientalist, nemini eecundm^'* but 1 was not aware of the difficulty. 

1 found the expense of native teachers would prove almost insurmountable to a 
mere assistant surgeon, whose pay is seldom equal to his absolutely necessary 
expenses ; and, besides, that it was necessary to form a library of MSS. at a 
most terrible expense, in every language to which 1 should apply, if I intended 
to proceed beyond a mere smattering. After much consideration, 1 determined 
on tills plan at all events, and was fortunate enough in a few months to secure 
an appointment, which furnished me with the means of doing so, though the 
tasks and exertions it imposed on me were a good deal more arduous than tlie 
common duties of a surgeon even in a Mahratta campaign, 1 was appointed 
medical assistant to the Mysore survey, and at the same time directed to carry 
on inquiries concerning the natural history of the country, and the manners 
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and languages, &c., of the natives of Mysore. This, you would imagine, was 
the very situation 1 wished for, and so it would, had 1 previously had time to 
acquire the country languages. But 1 had them now to acquire after seyere 
marches and counter-marches in the heat of the sun, night-marches and day- 
marches, and amid the disgusting details of a field hospital, the duties of which 
were considerably arduous. However, 1 wrought incessantly and steadily, and 
without being discouraged by any kind of difficulty, till my health absolutely 
gave way, and when I could keep the field no longer, 1 wrought on my couch, 
as 1 generally do still, though 1 am much better tlian 1 have been. As 1 had 
the assistance of no intelligent Europeans, 1 was obliged long to grope my way; 
but 1 have now acquired a pretty correct idea of India in nil its departments, 
which increases in geometrical progression as 1 advance in the languages. The 
languages that have attracted my attention since my arrival have been Arabic, 
Persic, HJndostanee, Mahratta, Tanial, Telinga, Canara, Sanscrit, Malayalam, 
Malay, and Armenian. You will be ready to ask where 1 picked up these hard 
names, but I assure you it is infinitely more difficult to pick up the languages 
themselves; several of which include dialects as different from each other as 
French or Italian from Spanish or Portuguese ; and in all these, 1 flatter my- 
self, 1 have made considerable progress. What would you say, were 1 to add 
the Maldivian and Mapella languages to these P Besides, 1 have decyphered 
the inscriptions of Mavalipoorani, which were written in an ancient Canara 
character that had hitherto defied all attempts at understanding it, and also 
several Lada Lippi inscriptions, which is an ancient Tamal dialect and chanu*;- 
ler, in addition to tlie Jewish tablets of Cocliin, wliicli were in the ancient 
Malayalam, generally termed Malabar. 1 enter into these details merely to 
show you that I have not been idle, and that my time has neither been dissi- 
pated, nor devoid of plan, tliougli that plan is not sufficiently unfolded. To 
what 1 have told you of, you are to add constant and necessary exposure to the 
sun, danqis and dews from the jungles, and putrid exhalations of marshes, be- 
fore 1 had beSn properly accustoiiicd to the climate, constant rambling in the 
haunts of tigers, leopards, bears, and serpents of 30 or 40 feet long, that make 
nothing of swallowing a buffalo, by way of demonstrating their appetite, in a 
morning, together Avitli smaller and more dangenms snakes, whose haunts are 
dangerous, and bite deadly ; and you have a faint idea of a situation, in which, 
ivith health, 1 lived as happy as the day ivas long. It was occasionally diversi- 
fied with rapid jaunts of a hundred miles or so, as fast as horses or bearers could 
carry me, by night or day, swimming through rivers, afloat in an old brass ket- 
tle, at midnight ! Oil could tell you adventures to outrival the witch of Endor, 
or any witch that ever swam in egg-shell or sieve ; but you would undoubtedly 
imagine 1 wanted to impose on you were 1 to relate what 1 have seen and passed 
through. No ! 1 cerUiinJy shall never repent of having come to India. It has 
awakened energies in me that 1 scarcely imagined 1 possessed, though 1 could 
gnaw my living nails with pure vexation to think how much 1 have been thw'art- 
ed by indisposition. If, however, 1 get over it, 1 shall think the better of my 
constitution as long as I live. It is not every constitution that can resist the 
combined attack of liver, -spleen, bloody flux, and jungle fever, which is very 
much akin to the plague of Bgypt, and yellow fever of America. It is true I 
have been five times given up by tlie most skilful physicians in these parts ; but 
in spite of that, I am firmly convinced that ** my doom is not to die this day.” 
You are to commend me kindly to your good motherly motlier, and tell her 1 
wish 1 saw her oftener, and then to your brother Alexander, and request him 
sometimes, on a Saturday night, precisely at eight o’clock, for my sake, to play 
Gingling Johnny” on his flageolet. If 1 had you both in my tent, you should 
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drink yourself drunk with wine of Shiraz, which is our eastern Falemiati, in 
honour of Hadz, our Persian Anacreon. As for me, 1 often drink your health 
in water, (ohon a ree !) haring long abandoned both wine and animal food, not 
from choice, but dire necessity. — Adieu, dear Ballantyne, and believe me, in 
the Malay isle, to be ever yours sincerely, Leyden ” 


Leyden soon became reconciled to Puloo Penang (or Prince of ’Wales Island), 
where he found many valuable friends and enjoyed the regard of the late Philip 
Dundas, Esq. , then governor of the island. He resided in that island for some 
time, and visited Achi, with some other places on the coasts of Sumatra, and the 
Malayan peninsula. Here he amassed the curious information concerning the 
language, literature, and descent of the Indi-Chinese tribes, which afterwards 
enabled him to lay before the Asiatic Society at Calcutta a most valuable disser- 
tation on so obscure a subject. Yet tliat his heart was sad, and his spirits de- 
pressed, is evident from the following lines, written for new-year’s day, 1806, 
and which appeared in the Government Gazette of Prince of Wales Island. 

Malaya’s woods and mountains ring 
With voices strange and sitd to hear, 

And dark unbodied spinis sing 
The dirge of tlie departed year. 

Lo ! now, mettunks, in tones sublime, 

As viewless o'er our heads they bend. 

They whisper, Thus we steal your lime, * 

Weak mortals, till your days shall end.” 

Then wake the dance, and wake the song, 

Resound tlie festive mirth and glee ; 

Alas i the days have pass’d along, 

The days we never more shall see. 

But let me brush the nightly dews, 

Beside the shell-depainted shore, 

And mid the sea-weed sit to muse 
On days that shall return no more. 

Olivia, ah I forgive the bard, 

If sprightly strains alone are dear *, 

His notes are sad, for he has heard 
The footsteps oLthe parting year. 

’Mid friends of youth beloved in vain. 

Oft have I hailed the jocund day ; 

If pleasure brought a thought of pain, 

I charmed it with a passing lay. 

Friends of my youth for ever dear, 

Where are you from this bosom fled ? 

A lonely man 1 linger here. 

Like one that has been long time dead. 

Foredoomed to seek an early tomb, 

For whom the pallid grave-flowers blow, 

1 hasten on my destined doom. 

And sternly mock at joy or woe I 


In 1806, he took leave of Penang, regretted by many friends, whom his ec- 
centricities amused, his talents enlightened, and his virtues conciliated, llis 
ui. 3 1 
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reception at Calcutta, and the effect which he produced upon society there, are 
BO admirably illustrated by his ingenious and well-known countryinnn. Sir John 
Malcolm, that it would be impossible to present a more living picture of his 
manners and mind, and the reader will pardon some repetition for the sake of 
observing how the same individual was regarded in two distant hemispheres. 


'Mt is not easy to convey an idea of the method which Dr Leyden used in 
his studies, or to de8cril>e the unconquerable ardour with which these were pur- 
sued. — During his early residence in India, I had a particular opportunity of 
observing both. Wiien he read a lesson in Persian, a person near him, whom 
he had taught, wrote down each word on a long slip of paper, which was after- 
wards divided into as many pieces as there were words, and pasted in alphabeti- 
cal order, under different heads of verbs, nouns, into a blank book that 
formed a vocabulary of each day^’s lesson. All this he had in a few hours In- 
structed a very ignorant native to do ; and this man he used, in his broad ac- 
cent, to call * one of his mechaniciil aids.’ He was so ill at Mysore, soon 
after his arrival from England, that Mr Anderson, the surgeon who nllended 
him, despaired of his life ; but though all liis friends endeavoured at this period 
to prevail upon him to relax in his applii^tioii to study, it was in vain. He 
used, when unable to sit upright, to prop himself up with pillows, and continue 
his translations. One day that 1 w'ns sitting by his bedside, the surgeon came 
in, — am glad you €'ire here,’ said Mr Anderson, addressing himself to me, 
* you will be able to ^krsuade Leyden to attend to my advice. I have told him 
before, and now 1 repeat, that he will die if lie does not leave off liis studies 
and remain quiet.’ ' Very well, doctor,’ exclaimed Leyden, ‘ you have done 
your duty, but you must now hear me: I cannot be idle, and whether I die or 
live, the wheel must go round till the last;’ and he actually continued, under 
the depression of a fever and a liver complaint, to study more than ten hours 
eai^h day. 

The temper of Dr Leyden w'as mild and generous, and he could bear with 
perfect good humour, raillery on his foibles. When he arrived at Calcutta in 
1805, 1 was most solicitous regarding his vcf;eption in the society of the Indian 
capital. ‘ I entreat you, my dear friend,’ I said to him the day he landed, ‘ to 
be careful of the impression you make on your entering tins community ; for 
God’s sake learn a little English, and be silent upon literary subjects, except 
among literary men.’ ‘Learn Jinglisb!’ he exclaimed, ‘no, never; it was 
trying to learn that language that spoilt my Scotch ; and ns to being silent, 1 
will promise to hold ray tongue, if you will make fools hold theirs.’ 

** His memory was most tenacious, and he sometimes loaded it with lumber. 
When he was at Mysore, an argument occurred upon a point of English history ; 
it was agreed to refer it to Leyden, and to the astonishment of all parties, he re- 
peated verbatim the whole of an act of parliament in the reign of .lames relative 
to Ireland, which decided the point in dispute — On being asked how he came 
to charge his memory with such extraordinary matter, he said that several 
years before, when he was writing on the changes that had taken place in the 
English language, this act was one of the documents to which he had referred 
as a specimen of the style of that age, and that he had retained every word in 
his memory. 

“ His love of the place of his nativity was a passion in which he had always 
a pride, and which in India he cherished with the fondest enthusiasm. I once 

* We omit tlie earlier portion of this letter referring to the general character imil manners 
of Le\deii. 
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went to see him when he was very ill, and had been confined to his bed for 
many days ; there were several gentlemen in the room ; he inquired if I had 
any new's ; I told him 1 had a letter from Eskdale ; and what are they about in 
the borders P he asked. A curious circumstance, 1 replied, is stated in my let- 
ter ; and T read him a passage which described the conduct of our volunteers on 
a iire being kindled by mistake at one of the beacons. This letter mentioned 
that the moment tlie blaze, which was the signal of invasion, was seen, the moun- 
taineers hastened to their rendezvous, and those of Liddesdale swam the Liddle 
river to reach it. — They were assembled (though several of their houses were at a 
distance of six and seven miles,) in two hours, and at break of day the party 
marched into the town of Hawick (at a distance of twenty miles from the place 
of assembly,) to the border tune of ^ Wha daur meddle tot* me ’ Leyden’s coun- 
tenance beraiiie animated as 1 proceeded with this detail, and at its close he 
sprung from his sick-bed, and, with much strange melody, and still stmiiger 
gesticulations, sung aloud, * IV ha daur meddle wp me ? wha daur meddle wP me? ’ 
— Several of those who witnessed this scene looked at him as one that was raving 
in the delirium of a fever. * 

'J'hese anecdotes will display more fully than any description 1 can give, 
the lesser shades of the character of this extraordinary man. An external man- 
ner, certainly not agreeable, and a disposition to egotism, were his only defects. 
How trivial do these appear, at a moment when we are lamenting the loss of such 
a rare combination of virtues, learning, and genius, as were concentrated in the 
late Dr Leyden! John 

We have little. to add to General Malcolm’s luminous and characteristic sketch. 
The efiicient and active patronage of Lord Minto, himself a man of letters, a 
poet, and a native of Teviotdale, was of the most essential importanf:e to Leyden, 
and no less honourable to the governor-general. Leiden's first appointment as 
a proiessor in the Tlengal college might appear the sort of promotion best suited 
to his studies, but was soon exchanged for that of a judge of Uie twenty-four 
rurguniiahs of Calcutta. In this capacity he had a charge of police which 

jumped with his humour well for the task of pursuing and dispei’sing the 
bands of robbers who infest Bengal had something of active and military duty. 
He also exercised a judicial capacity among the natives, to the discharge of 
which he was admirably fitted, by his knowledge of their language, manners, 
and customs. To this office a very considerable yearly income was annexed. 
I'his was neither expended in superfluities, nor even in those ordinary expenses 
which the fashion of the East has pronounced Indispensable ; for Dr Leyden kept 
no establishment, gave no entertainments, and was, with the receipt of this 
revenue, the very same simple, frugal, and temperate student, which he had been 
at Edinburgh. But, exclusive of a portion remitted home for the most honour- 
able and pious purpose, his income was devoted to the pursuit which engaged 
his whole soul ; to the increase, namely, of his acquaintance with eastern litera- 
ture in all its branches. The expense of native teachers, of every country and 
dialect, and that of procuring from every quarter oriental manuscripts, engrossed 
his whole emoluments, as the task of studying under the tuition of the interpre- 
ters, and decyphering the contents of the volumes, occupied every moment of 
his spare time. 1 may die in the attempt,” he writes to a friend, but if 1 
die without surpassing Sir William Jones a hundred fold in oriental learning, 
let never a tear for me profane the eye of a borderer.” The term was soon ap- 
proaching when these regrets were to be bitterly called forth, both from his 
Scottish friends, and from all who viewed with interest the career of his ardent 
and enthusiastic genius, which, despising every selfish consideration, was only 
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eager to secure the fruits of knowledge, and held for sufficient reward the fame 
of haring gathered them. 

Dr Leyden accompanied the governor-general upon the expedition to Java, 
[August 1811] for the purpose of investigating the manners, language, and litera- 
ture of the tribes which inhabit that island, and partly also because it was thought 
his extensive knowledge of the eastern dialects and customs might be useful in 
settling the government of the country, or in communicating with the indepen- 
dent princes in the neighbourhood of the Dutch settlements. His spirit of ro- 
mantic adventure led him literally to rush upon death ; for, with another volun- 
teer who attended the expedition, he threw himself into tlie surf, in order to be 
the first Briton of the expedition who should set foot upon Java. When the 
success of the well-concerted movements of the invaders had given them posses- 
sion of the town of Batavia, Leyden displayed the same ill-omened precipitation 
in his haste to examine a library in which many Indian manuscripts of value were 
said to be deposited. A library, in a Dutch settlement, was not, as might have 
iteen expected, in the best order, the apartment had not been regubirly venti- 
lated, and, either from this circumstance, or already affected by the fatal sick- 
ness peculiar to Batavia, Leyden, when he left the place, had a fit of shivering, 
and declared the atmosphere was enough to give any mortal a fever. The pre- 
sage was too just ; he took his bed, and died in three days [August 28], on the 
eve of the battle which gave Java to the British empire. 

Thus died John Leyden, in tfie moment, perhaps, most calculated to gratify 
the feelings which were dear to his heart ; upon the very day of military glory, 
and when every avenue of new and interesting discovery was opened to his pene- 
trating research. In the emphat^: words of Scripture, ** the bowl was broken at the 
fountain. His literary remains were intrusted by his last will to the charge of iVlr 
Meber, and Dr Hare of Calcutta, his executors. They are understood to contain 
two volumes of poetry, with many essays on oriental and general literature. His 
remains, honoured with every respect by lord Minto, now repose in a distant 
land, far from the green-sod graves of his ancestors at Hazeldean, to which, with 
a natural anticipation of such an event, he bids an afibeting farewell in the solexuii 
passage which concludes the Scenes of Infancy. 

The silver moon, at midnight cold and still, 

Looks, sad and silent, o’er yon western liill ; 

Wliile large and pale the ghostly structures grow, 

Reared on the confines of the world below. 

Js that dull sound the hum of Teviot’s stream ? 

Is that blue light the moon’s or tomb-fire’s gleam. 

By which a mouldering pile is faintly seen, 

The old deserted church of Uazeldean, 

Where slept my fathers in their natal clay, 

Till Teviot’s waters roll’d their bones away ? 

Their feeble voices from the stream they raise, 

** Raifii youth! unmindful of thy early days. 

Why didst thou quit the peasant’s simple lot ? 

Why didst thou leave the peasant’s turf-built cot, 

The ancient graves, where all thy fathers lie, 

And Teviot’s stream, that long has murmured b} ? 

And we — when Death so long has closed our eyes, 

How wilt thou bid us from the dust arise, 

And bear our mouldering bones acros the main, 

From vales, that knew our lives devoid of stain ? 

Rash youth ! beware, thy home-bred virtues save, 

And sweetly sleep in ihy paternal grave !” 
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Such is the language of nature, moved by the kindly associations of country 
and of kindred aflections. But the best epitaph is the story of a life engaged in 
the practice of virtue and the pursuit of honourable knowledge ; the best monuA 
ment, the regret of the worthy and of the wise ; and the rest may be summed up 
in the sentiment of Sannazario, 

1-Iaea‘irie te fessum tell us extrema nianebat 
Hospitii post tot terrsBque marisque laborcs ? 

Pone tamen gemitus, iiec te monumenta parentum 
Aut moveaiit sperata tuis tibi funera regnis, 

Grata quies patrise ; sed et omnis terra sepulchrum. 

To this eloquent and highly picturesque memoir, upon which we have drawn so 
largely, it is only to be added ; that the Poetical Uemains of Dr Leyden were pub- 
lished ill one volume 8vo, in L8I9, with a memoir by the Rev. James Morton ; and 
that another posthumous work, entitled Memoirs of the Emperor Baber, and com- 
memorating for the Hrst time an Indian hero little inferior to Caesar or Napoleon, 
but, heretofore, totally unknown in Europe, in which he had had the co-opera- 
tiun of his fVieiid, Mr William Erskine, appeared at Edinburgh in 1 82G. 

LIDDEL, (Da) Duncan, a physician of eminence, was born in Aberdeen in 
the year 1561, and was son to a respectable citizen of that town.* Ue re- 
ceived his education at the schools, and the university of King^s college, in liis 
native city. In the year 1579, at the early age of eighteen, he visited the con- 
tinent, passing over to Dantzic, whence he travelled through Poland to FranU- 
iiurt on the Oder, where he had the good fortune to meet with a beneficent 
countryman, Dr John Craig, afterwards physician to James VL, who then taught 
logic and mathematics. His views, which were previously wavering, were fixed 
by the kind attention and assistance of his friend, who enabled him to study 
mathematics, philosophy, and medicine, for three years in the university of 
Frankfort, where Craig was himself a professor. In 1582, Craig proposing to 
return to Scotland, his pupil proceeded to prosecute his studies nt Breslaw in 
Silesia, under the conduct of a statesman at that period of considerable note — 
Andreas Dudithius, to whose attention his zealous countryman had recommended 
him. In this new sphere of exertion, he is said to have made extensive pro- 
gress in his favourite study of the mathematics, under the tuition of professor 
Paulus Wittichius. After spending somewhat more than a year at Breslaw, he 
returned to Frankfort, where he again turned his attention to medicine, and 
commenced a course of private tuition in mathematics and philosophy. A con- 
tagious distemper which broke out at Frankfort in 1587, dispersing the students 
in various directions, induced him to change his place of residence for the cele- 
brated university of Rostock. Here he appears to have first acquired celebrity 
for his professional knowledge and conversational information, and particularly 
for his knowledge of astronomy and mathematics. He became the f:onipanion 
and pupil of BrucsBUS, a physician and philosopher of Flanders, who, although 
the senior of Liddel, both in years and celebrity, acknowledges himself to have 
received much useful information and assistance from the young philosopher, 
while Caselius, another companion and friend of Liddel, pays a tribute to the 
comprehensiveness of his genius and reading, by remarking that he ** he was 
the first person in Germany who explained the motions of the heavenly bodies, 

* Inscription on a brass plate, in the church of 8t Nichohis, Aberdeen; Sketch of the Life 
of Dr Duncan Liddel, Aberdeen. 1790. This pamplilet, understood to have been v^Titten by 
the late Mr John Stewart, professor of Greek in Marisrhai college, gives so accurate and (xmciso 
an account of its subject, that little can be added. We are aware of but one work huvii>g 

any reference to Liddel, which has been overlooked. The Literse ad Joannem Kepplerum 
contain one or two letters from him. 
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according to the tliree difierent hypotheses of Ptolemy, Copernicus, And T)Cho 
Brahe.’» 

The illustrious individual last mentioned, had likewise studied nt the uni- 
versity of Hostock : it is probable that the pursuits of the two philosophers 
brought them into contact, and the author of the Biography of Liddel, considers 
it sufficiently established, that they were intimate with each other in after life, 
and that the Danish philosopher frequently visited the subject of our memoir in 
his journeys to Scotland. There is, however, a shadow of authority for suppos- 
ing^ that Liddel held the higher rank of an opponent of Tycho Brahe, tind 
.maintained a disputation with him on equal terms. The eccentric Sir 'I'homas 
'Urquhart, who, whatever information he may have chosen to receive on the 
subject, certainly w'as enabled to have made himself master of the true state ot 
the circumstances which he related, says, “ These mathematical blades put me 
in mind of that Dr Liddel, whs for his profoundness in those sciences of sensi- 
ble immaterial objects, was every where much renowned, especially at Frank- 
fort de Main, Frankfurt on the Oder, and Heidelberg, where he was almost as 
well known as the monstrous bacchanalian tun that stood there in his time. 
He was an eminent professor of mathematics, a disciple of the most excellent as- 
tronomer Tycho Brahe, and condisciple of that worthy Longomontaiius : yet in 
imitation of Aristotle, (whose doctrine with great proficiency he had imbued,) he 
esteemed more of truth than either of Socrates or Plato ; when the new star began 
to appear in the constellation of CassiopsRia, there was concerning it siu'.h an 
intershocking of opinions betwixt Tycho Brahe and Dr Liddel, evulged in print 
to the open view of the world, that the understanding reader could not but have 
commended both for all ; and yet (in giving each his due) praised Tycho Brahe 
most for astronomy, and Liddel for his knowledge above him in all the other 
parts of philosophy.” It is not improbable that the imaginative author of the 
Jew’el may have thought proper, without much inquiry, to bestow on a person 
born in his own near neighbourhood, the merit of a conflict in which a Scots- 
man, whose name may not have then been known, was engaged ; at the same 
lime adding to the lustre of the achievements of his countryman. U'he author 
of the Life of Dr Liddel observes, Upon what authority this ciiTnmstance is 
founded cannot be discovered, for there is no mention of it in either of the very 
full accounts of the life and writings of Tycho Brahe, by (xassendi and Mon- 
tucla, nor in a large volume written by Tycho himself, con<;erning this new 
star ; although he there animadverts at great length upon the opinions of many 
other astronomers, who had also treated of it. Nor could any such controversy 
have possibly happened at the time mentioned by Sir Thomas Urquhart, for the 
new star there spoken of was observed by Tycho Brahe in 1572, and the ac- 
count of it published in 1573, when Dr Liddel was only twelve years of age. 
There is indeed in the volume of Astronomical epistles of Tycho llrahe, a long 
letter from him to his friend liothinannus, chiefly filled with severe reflections 
upon the publications of a certain S<M)t8man against his account of the comet of 
1577, not of the new star in Cassiopeia ; but it appears from Gassendi that 
this Scottish writer was Dr Craig, formerly mentioned, and not Dr Liddel.*’ 
When we recollect that Liddel and^ Craig, as intimate literary associates, may 
have imbibed the same theories, and similar methods of stating them, this last 
circumstance approaches a solution of the difficulty. 

In the university of Rostock Liddel received the degree of master of philoso- 
phy, and in 1 590, he left it to return to Frankfort, at the request of two young 
Livonians of rank, to whom it is probable he acted as tutor. He did not long 
remain at Frankfort on his second visit, having heard of the rising fame of the 

* On the authority of Caselius*s dedication to Cniig, and Uie funeral oration on Liddel. 
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new “Academia Julia,” founded at Helmstadt by Henry Julius, duke of Bruns- 
wick in 1 57G, Here he accompanied his pupils, and was restored to the com- 
pany of his old friend Caselius, whom the duke had invited to his youthful es- 
tablishment 

In 1591, Liddel, by the recommendation of his friend, and of Grunefeldt, 
an eminent civilian, was appointed to the lower professorship of matheinati(» 
in the new university, as successor to Farcovius, who had been removed to the 
faculty of medicine ; and, on the death of Erhardus Hoffman in 1594, he suc- 
ceeded to the first, or hig-her mathematical chair. This eminent station he 
filled during the course of nine years, giving instructions in geometry, astrono- 
my, and universal geography, and keeping the information he coiiiniiiiiicated 
to his pupils, on a level with the dawning progress of discovery. In 159G, ho 
obtained the degree of doctor in medicine, and, in a science which was not at 
that period considered as so completely abstracted from the circle of general 
knowledge as its practical extent now compels it to be, he acquired the same 
celebrity which he had achieved in philosophy and mathematics. He is said by 
his lectures and writings to have proved the (diief support of the medical school 
of Helmstadt ; he acted as first physician to the court of Bininswick, and en- 
joyed a lucrative private practice among the opulent families in the neighbour- 
hood. In 1599, he was elected dean of the faculty of philosophy, a post of 
honour to which he was frequently re-elected, both by the faculties of philoso- 
phy and of medicine. Meanwhile, in the year 1603, he resigned to Uenricus 
Schaperus the chair of mathematics, of which he had remained occupant, not- 
witlistandiiig his labours in another science ; and in the year following, he was 
chosen pro-re<'.tor of the university. The method of studying his profession, 
and his courses of public tuition had already made Liddel an author of no in- 
considerable extent, and, about this period, the fame he had acquired probably 
induced him to present the academic^ works which he had written or superin- 
tended, in a distinct manner before the world. In 1605, was published ** Dis- 
putiitiones Mediciiiales Duiicani Liddelii Scoti, Fhil. et Med. Doctoris, et 
Frofessoris Fublici in Academia Julia UelmaBstadtii. This work, Glling four 
volumes 4to. contains the theses or public disputations maintained by himsedf 
and his pupils at Helmstadt from 159S to 160G ; it is dedicated ns a mark of 
gratitude to his early friend and patron Craig, accompanied by the usual mul- 
titude of commendatory verses on the author and his works. This book is 
mentioned by the author of the memoirs of Liddel as having been reprinted at 
so late a period as 1720. In 1607, he produced a better known work, Ars 
Medica, succincte et perspicue explicata,” published at Hamburg. This work 
was dedicated to king James. A second edition was published at Lyons in 
1624, and a third at Hamburg in 1628. As in other works on medicine of 
Uie period, the range of the author's investigation was not confined to subjects 
to which the term medical would now exclusively refer ; metaphysics were in- 
cluded. Into the merit of this, as a work on practical medicine, it would now 
be useless to inquire, and we may be content with ranking the merit of the au- 
thor, according to the estimation of the work during the 17th century, which 
was by no means inconsiderable. At the time when the last mentioned work 
was published, motives which we cannot now discover, induced Liddel to retire 
for the remainder of his life to his native country, which he had fre<j[uently 
visited during his honoured residence abroad. It would appear that he private- 
ly left the university, as Caselius remarks that the duke of Brunswick, if aware 
of his intention, would probably not have permitted so active a teacher to leave 
his favourite institution, which was then falling into confusion. On his return, 
he passed through Germany and Italy, and finally took up his residence in 
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Scotland, although in what part of the country geems not to be known, the 
earlieit information obtained as to his locality being of the year 1612, when he 
subscribed at Edinburgh a deed of settlement, mortifying certain lands in the 
neighbourhood of Aberdeen, for the support of six bursars in Marischal college. 
The magistrates of Aberdeen were appointed trustees for the application of the 
fund, and according to a not unusual practice, the curse of God was denounced 
against any one who should abuse or misapply it® By a settlement dated the 
9th December, 1613, he conhnned the previous donation, and left for the es- 
tablishment of a professorship of mathematics in Marischal college the sum of 
6000 merks, which was afterwards proHtably laid out on land by the trustees. 
1 o the same institution he left his books and instruments. This may be con- 
sidered the last perfonnance of his active life, for he died eight days after its 
date, on the 17th of December, 1613. He was buried in the church of St 
Nicholas in Aberdeen, where a tablet of brass, on which his portrait has been 
boldly and expressively engraved by an artist at Antwerp, was erected to his 
memory. He is likewise commemorated by a small obelisk erec^ted in the lands 
ot Pitmedden, near Aberdeen — the same which he mortihed for the support of 
bursars. Hying unmanned, the children of a brother and sister inherited his 
property, and one of the former succeeded Dr William Johnston (brother to 
Arthur the poet) in the mathematical chair which Dr Liddel had founded. 

Besides the literary edbrts already mentioned, a posthumous work by Liddel 
was published at Hamburg in 1628, entitled “ Tractatus de dente aureo;” be- 
ing an answer to a Tractate by Jacobus Horstius, who had maintained the verity 
of a fable, which bore that a boy of Silesia who had lost a tooth, received from 
nature, in return, one of pure gold. The circumstance was considered an omen 
to encourage the Germans in their wars with the Turks, and predicative of the 
downfall of the Mahometan faith. The subject can be interesting only to those 
who study the extent of human credulity. 

LINDSAY, (Sib) David, a celebrated Scottish poet of the sixteenth century, 
was born about tlie year 1 490. He is distinguished by the title “ of the 
Mount,” from the name of his family seat near Cupar in Fife, and which is 
presumed, though not certainly known, to have been also the place of his birth. 
The early part of his education he received at Cupar, tlie after part of it at St 
Andrews, to which he removed in 1505. Here he remained till 1509. From 
this period till 1512, there is a hiatus in his history, and it is not known how 
the intermediate space was employed. In that year, however, he is found to 
be in attendance upon the young prince, afterwards James V., who was born on 
the 10th of April, 1512. The particular nature of his appointment, on first set^ 
tling at court, cannot be ascertained ; but it does not appear to have been of a 
very dignified description. His attendance on the infant monarch seems also 
to have been divided with its royal parent James IV., on whom he is found 
waiting as a special servant, on the remarkable occasion of the feigned spectre^s 
appearance before that prince in the chapel of Linlithgow in 1513. Lindsay 
stood close by the king during the whole of that extraordinary scene, and ac- 
cording to his namesake, the historian, declared that he, along with the other 
servants in attendance, made several ineffectual attempts to take hold of the 
ghostly intruder. 

The death of James IV., which took place soon after, does not appear to have 
affected Lindsay’s situation at court He still continued his attendance on the 
young prince, and this in rather a singular capadty, considering the respecta- 

* In a minute of the council Records of Aberdeen, of date 6th December, 1638, it is or- 
dained that Dr Liddel’s bursars shall wear a black bonnet and a black gown, both in the col- 
lege and in the street, conform to tlie will of the mortifier, under the pain of deprivation. 
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bility of his family, although probably it may be thought that tiiere was no de- 
gradation, if indeed it was not a positive honour, to take the personal charge of 
an in&nt king. This, however, he seems to have done literally, and as is 
gathered from passages in his own worics, much in the character of a dry nurse. 
The following are one of these alluded to. The lines occur in the dedication 
of his poem entitled the Dream” to the king : 

Quhen thou was young 1 bore thee in my arme, 

Full tcndcrlic till thuu begouili to gang *, 

And in thy bed aft happit thee full warnte, 

With lute ill hand, sine sweitly to thee sang. 

And again at an after period, when complaining of the neglect which he met 
with at court, he thus reminds the king of the days of his childhc^d, and of tlie 
playful and tender kindnesses which then passed between them : 

How as ane chapman beiris his pack, 

1 bure thy grace upon my back ; 

And sometimes strydlingeson my neck, 

Dausand with mony bend and beck. 

The first syllabis that thou did mute 
Was pa, da svne, upon the lute ; 

Then playit T twenty springis perquier, 

Quhilke was great pleasure for to heir ; 

Fra play thou let me never rest, 

Bot Gynkertoun thou luifltay best. 

Lindsay^s attendance on the young king was not dignified by any diarge 
whatever, connected with his education. His services were entirely of a per- 
sonal nature, and were only put in requisition when the royal youth returned 
troiii scale.’’ James's education was intrusted to Gavin Dunbar, an eminent 
and learned prelate, so that, with all Lindsay^s genius, he seems not to have been 
thought competent to this important and honourable trust That which he fil- 
led, however, such as it was, he retained till the year 15^4, when he was dis- 
missed from it, by the intrigues of the queen mother, who, aiming at the sole 
direction of the national affairs during the minority of the king, carefully re- 
moved from the royal presence all whom she feared might exert an influence 
over the young monarch inimical to her own views and interests, and amongst 
that number she seems to have reckoned the poet His dismissal, however, 
seems by no means to have taken place with the king’s consent, although it is 
evident that he was obliged to submit to it He was too young to assert his 
own will in opposition to that of his mother, but he did the next best thing he 
could for the kind companion of his tender years, — he procured a pension to 
be bestowed upon him, and took especial care of its punctual payment. 

On the. king’s assuming the reins of government in his own person, and 
when his will could be no longer opposed, Lindsay was recalled to court, and 
about 1 530, was appointed lyon king at arms, and as a necessary accompani- 
ment, invested with the honour of knighthood. In the dedication of the 

Dream ” to the king, already quoted from, and which was written during the 
time of his banishment from court, although he complains of the treatment which 
he had received, he not only acquits the king of having any part in inflicting 
it, but speaks -in terms of the warmest gratitude of the kindness of his royal 
master. He seems, indeed, to have formed a strong personal attachment to the 
monarch, and there is every reason to believe that it was reciprocal. Lindsay 
had now begun to make some figure as a poet. He had already written the 
III. 3 k 
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** Dream” and the Goniplaynt,” both productions of gfrOiit merit; but it was 
to his talent for satire^ a quality which he had not yet exhibited, that he was 
chiefly indebted for the singular degree of popularity which he afterwards ac- 
quired. Of the felicity and point with which he could exercise this dangerous 
gift, the following curious instance is related by Dr Irving in his Life of the 
poet : — The king being one day siirroui^ed by a numerous train of nobility 
and prelates, Lindsay approached him with due reverence, and began to prefer 
an humble petition tliat he would install him in an office which was then vacant. 
‘ I have,’ said he, ‘ servit your grace lang, and luik to be rewardit as others 
are, and now your maister taylor, at the pleasure of God is departit, wherefore 
1 wald desire of your (irace to bestow this little benefite upon me.’ The king 
replied, that he was amazed at such a request from a man who could neither 
shape nor sew. * Sir,' rejoined the poet, ^ that inaks nne matter, for you have 
given bishoprreks and benefices to moiiy standing here about you, and yet they 
can nouthcr teach nor preach, and why not 1 as weill be your taylor, tliough I 
can noutlier shape nor sew, seeing teaching and preaching are nae less requisite 
to their vocation than shaping and sewing to ane taylor.' The effect of this 
well managed jeu (Tesprit upon the bystanders, many of whom c«iiiie within its 
range, may be readily coni:eived. Whatever iiiigbt be their feelings on the 
subject, James himself enjoyed it greatly, and found much amusement in contem- 
plating the angry looks which it occasioned.” 

This and other witticisms at the expense of the (Jergy, are supposed by 
Lindsay’s biographers to have been the principal cause of that want of promo- 
tion of which he so frequently complains ; but this seems doubtful. James him- 
self had but little reverence for the clergy, and it is not therefore likely that he 
would be displeased with Lindsay for entertaining similar sentiments. Of the 
king’s opinion of the holy men of his time bis answer to a deputation of them 
which waited upon him with a list of protestant peers and chiefs, whom they 
desired might be brought to punisliment, is sufiiciently indicative. ** Pack, ye 
jugglers,” said he, get ye to your charges and reform your own lives ; be not 
instruments of discord between my nobility and me ; nr 1 vow to God 1 shall re- 
form you, not as the king of Denmark by imprisonment, nor as he of iingland 
by hanging and beheading, but yet by most, severe punishments, if ever such mo- 
tion proceed from you again.” It is not, therefore, easy to say, considering the 
intimate, nay familiar footing on which Lindsay stood with the king, what were 
the causes that adxirded him grounds for his frequent complaints, if indeed, he 
had any at all that were reasonable, a point by no means made evident. 
W batever might be- the emoluments arising from his services, they were now oo 
casiotially of a sufficiently dignified and important nature. In 1531, he was 
despatched on an embassy to Antwerp to renew an ancient commercial treaty 
with the Netherlands, and in 1548, he was sent to the court of Denmark to 
solicit ships to protect the Scottish coast against the English, and to negotiate a 
free trade in grain for the Scottish merchants. 

Besides being a man of genius, JJndsay was also a man of great practical 
good sense, if the latter be not indeed a necessary attribute of the former, 
and this enabled him to see in a peculiarly strong and dear light the errors and 
absurdities, if not inherent in, at least which had been then engrafted on, the 
church of Home, and against these he directed the whole force of his satirical 
powers, and with an effect which rendered him at once extremely formidable to 
the clergy, and singularly popular with the great bulk of the people. 

Of bis talent for ridicule the following exquisitely humorous specimen of his 
manner of dealing with the impositions of the Bomish churdi will give a correct 
idea. It is the speech of a pardoner — of one who dealt in miracles and traded 
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in holy relics and absolutions. It occurs in his play entitled Ane Satyre of 
ihe Thrie Estailis 


My potent pardonnis ye xnay so 
Cum fine the Can of Tartarie, 

Wdll seillit with ester schellis. 

Thocht ye haif no discretioun, 

Yc sail haif full rcmissiouti, 

With help of buikis and bellis. 

Heir is a rellik lang and braid. 

Of Fynmackowli the riclit chaft blade, 

With teitli and all togidder ; 

Of Colli ngis Kow heir is a homo, — 

For eilling of Makameillis come 

Was slane into Batiu bidder ; 

Heir is the mrdis baitii grit and lang 
luhilk hangit .Tohnnie Ar mist rang* 

Of gude hempt saft and sound : 

(lude huly pepill, I sUmd ford, 

Quliaeir beis hangit in this cord, 

Neidis never to be drowned. 

The culum of St-Bryddis <M)w, 

The gruntill of Sanct Antonis sow, 

Quhilk biire his haly bell : 

Quha evir heiris this bell dink 
(iife me a duravii to the drinke, 

He sail iievir gmig till hell— 

Without lie be with Belliall borne. 

Maisteris, trow yc that this be seorne t 
Cum, win this pardon, eutti ! 

Quha luivis tliair wyvis not with thair iiairl 
1 haif power thame to depairt ; 

Mo think you deif and duin. 

Hes nane of you curst wicket wy vis 
That huldis you into sturt and stry vis ? 

Cum take my dispensatioun ; 

Of that cummer I sail mak you quyt, 

Howbeid yourself be in the wyte. 

And mak ane fuls narratioun. 

(yum win the pardune, now let see 
For meill, for malt, or for money ; 

For cok, hen, guse, or gryss. 

Of rellikkis heir 1 haif a hunder, 

Quhy cum yo not 7 This is a wonder ; 

I trow ye be not wyss. 

From this it will be plainly seen what a dangerous and powerful ene- 
my the Hoinish church had to contend with in the person of Lindsay — 
infinitely more dangerous and more powerful than the ablest preacher or the 
most acute reasoner. The effect, indeed, aided as it was, by the circumstance of 
the public mind being already attuned to such feelings and sentiments regard- 
ing religious matters, was altogether irresistible ; and there is no doubt that this 
and similar productions of the satirist, tended more to the accomplishment of the 
final overthrow of popery in Scotland than any other circumstance previous to 
the Reformation. Lindsay himself was the Burns of his day. Ills poems were 
in every mouth, and were equally appreciated in the cottage as in the castle. 
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Amonjr tlie lower orders he was especially popular. His broad humour de- 
lighted them beyond measure, and there was scarcely one of them but could re- 
peat large portions of Davie Lindsay ’’ from memory. Indeed it is not yet a 
very great while since his popularity among this class began to fade. Nor, 
though now certainly fast losing ground, is he by any means yet entirely for- 
gotten in the country. Many an ancient tiller of the soil, and his equally an- 
cient better half — for what remains of his fame is more vigorous in the country 
than the town — still cherishes and appreciates the merits of their old favourite 
native poet. 

The dread and detestation in which Lindsay’s satirical poems were held by 
the clergy is expressively enough indicated by their having procured an act to 
have his ** buick ” burned during the regency of Mary of Lorraine, when they 
had regained a temporary ascendancy under that princess, and a wonder arises 
that Lindsay himself was not subjected to a similar fate ; indeed, that he es- 
caped it at all is a circumsttince not easily accounted for. 

IJiiring his lifetime many unfortunate persons were brought to the stake 
for heresy, and for contemning the ordinances of the existing religion, and how 
it happened that he, incomparably the most dangerous and most notorious of- 
fender of them all should have escaped, is a question that may well be asked ; 
but w*e suspect it is one which cannot be satisfactorily answered, otherwise than 
by supposing that be was protected by the strong arm of royalty. 

In 1537, Lindsay acted as sort of master of ceremonies on the occasion of 
the arrival in Scotland of Mary of (vuise, queen of James V. He contrived a 
variety of pageants, and prepared orations for the reception of her majesty at St 
Andrews, and superintended in jiersoii the execution of his designs. Some of 
them were absurd and fantastic enough, but they were, of course, in accordance 
with the taste of the times. 

Of the concluding years of his life nothing is known, nor is it ascertained 
when or where he died. Dr Irving states that he survived till the year 1567 ; 
but how long he lived after is unknown. He must, however, from this account, 
have been at least upwards of seventy years of age at the time of his death. 
Lindsay^s merits as a poet are not of the very highest order. Broad humour 
was his forte, and the specimen given will sufficiently show, that when he trusted 
to this talent he did not trust to a broken reed. His principal pieces are “ The 
Dreme,” “ 'Fhe Complaynt,” ** The Coniplaynt of the King’s Papingo,” Satyre 
on the Thrie Estaitis,” “ Answer to the King’s Fly ting,” and “ TheComplaynt 
of Basche the King’s Hound.” 

LINDSAY, John, eighteenth earl of Crawford, and fourth earl of Lindsay, 
was bom on the 4th of October, 1702. He was the eldest son of John, seven- 
teenth earl of Crawford, by Emilia, daughter of James, lord Douiie, and grand- 
daughter to the duchess of Lauderdale. His mother having died while he was 
yet an infant, he was committed to the charge of an elderly female domestii* 
at the family seat of Struthers, in Fife ; his father, who was at this time captain 
of the second troop of horse grenadiers, and lieutenant-general of queen Anne’i^ 
forces, residing constantly in London. 

His lordship in after-life, has been frequently heard to repeat an Interesting 
anecdote which fHHnirred about this period of bis life. The duke of Argyle and 
the duke of Hamilton were one day dining with his father. After dinner a 
warm debate ensued about the then all-engrossing topic, the union. In the 
midst of it, the duke of Argyle caught up the young earl, then a child, 
who was playing abotit the room ; placed him on the table in the midst of the 
crowd of bottles and glasses by which it was occupied, and, after contemplating 
the boy for an instant, “ Crawford,” he said, addressing his father, ** if this 
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boy lives, I wonder whether he will be of your sentiments.” — “ If he has a drop 
of my blood Hi his veins,” replied the earl, he certainly will.” — “ I warrant, 
at any rate, he will make a brave fellow,” said Argyle, kissing the child, and 
placing him again on the floor. 

In 1713, his lordship succeeded, by the death of his father, to the family 
titles and estates, and was soon after invited, together with a younger and only 
brother and two sisters, by the duchess of Argyle, their grand-aunt, to take up 
their residence with her in the Highlands, where she then lived in retirement. 
Here he remained until he had attained a proper age for college, when he 
was sent to the university of Glasgow. His biographer, Uolt, informs us, tliat 
while residing with the duchess of Argyle, the young earl had fallen desperate- 
ly in love with a little Highland girl ; but he unfortunately, gives no account of 
the progress or termination of this boyish attachment. The circumstance, how- 
ever, affords an early indication of the warm, chivalrous, and roiuaiitic disposi- 
tion for which his lordship was afterwards so much distinguished. 

While at the university he rendered himself famous amongst his fellow stu- 
dents by his boldness and courage. He led them on in all their battles with 
the citizens, headed every expedition of difliculty or danger, and stood forward 
on all occasions as the champion of the college, when any of its members were 
injured or insulted, or conceived themselves to be so. He, in short, took the 
whole burden of the university’s honour on his own shoulders, and guarded 
and protected it with the most watchful zeal and uncompromising intre- 
pidity. 

From the college of (Glasgow he went to that ol‘ Edinburgh, where he re- 
mained for some time, and then returned to the retirement of the duchess 
of Argyle in the Highlands. Here he now prosecuted his studies under the 
tuition of a private preceptor, and continued this course until he attained his 
iiineteenlh year. 

On arriving at this age, it was thought proper that he should, agreeably to 
the usual practice in the cases of young men of rank and fortune, proceed to 
the continent, at once to complete his education, and to improve himself by 
travel. With tliis view, he set out in the year 1721 , first for London, where he 
remained for a short time, and thereafter to Paris. Here he eiiteretl the 
academy of Yaudeuil, and continued to attend that seminary during the two suc- 
ceeding years. His progress in learning, and in the acquisition of every 
elegant acconiplishment while he resided in the French capital, was so re- 
markable, as to excite a strong feeling of respect for his talents amongst 
his fellow ncadeniiciaijs, who saw him surpassing many students of much longer 
standing, and attaining an eminence whi^ left him few competitors. In horse- 
manship, fencing, and dancing, he was considered, even in the refined city of 
Paris, to be without a rival. 

In 1723, he quitted the academy of Yaudeuil, but continued to reside in 
France till 1720. In the same year in which his lordship left the seminary just 
named, an incident occurred strongly illustrative of his daring and determined 
character. Amongst the other sights exhibited during the festivities which weie 
held in celebration of the accession of the young French king, was that of drawing 
one of the fish ponds in the gardens of Yersaillcs. The earl of Crawford was 
amongst the crowd assembled to witness this novelty. In pressing forward to 
the edge of the water to obtain a sight of the young monarch, he was rudely 
jostled by a French marquis. Irritated by this incivility, the earl instantly 
caught up the Frenchman, who was in full court dress, in his arms, and tossed 
him, robes, and feathers, and all, into the middle of the fish pond. The specter 
tors, highly delighted with the iiiiex^iected exhibition, burst into immoderate fits 



446 LINDSAY. 

of laughter, in which they were cordially joineti by the young king himself, who 
eagerly inquired who the person ^vas that had thrown the iii^uis into the 
water. The latter himself did not think fit to take any notice of the aifair 
either at the time or at any after period. 

Ill 1726, his lordship returned to Britain, acknowledged by all to be one of 
the most accomplished gentlemen of the age. On the 25th of December of the 
same year, he obtained a (captain’s commission in one of the additional troops of 
the 2nd regiment of royal Scots (irreys. I'his appointment he held till 1730, 
when, these troops being disbanded, he again repaired to the duchess of Argyle's 
residence in the Highlands, and remained there for the next eighteen months. 
Ill January, 1732, he once more left this retirement to mingle with the world, 
being appointed to the cmiimand of a troop of the 7th, or Queen’s own regi- 
ment of dragoons. He was also, in the same month, elected one of the sixteen 
representatives of the Scottish peerage, in place of the earl of Loudon deceased. 
'J'his honour was again conferred upon him at iiie general elections in the years 
1734, 1741, and 1747. 

In the month of June, 1733, his lordship was appointed gentleniaii of the 
bed-chamber to the prince of VVales. On the 1 Nth of February, in the year 
following, he obtained the tviptain-lieutenancy of the 1st regiment of foot- 
guards, and on the 1st of October in the same year, a company of the 3d foot 
guards. Notwithstanding these various appoinlmeiits, the earl, who entertained 
from his youngest years a strong passion for military lame, finding his life hut 
an inactive one, and the English service unlikely at the time to present him with 
any opportunity of distinguishing himself, sought and obtained the king’s per- 
mission to go out as a volunteer to the imjierial army, the emperor being at that 
time engaged in a war with France. 

His lordship joined the imperialists in 1 735, at Bruchsal on the Rhine, where 
he was received witli every mark of distinction and favour by the celebrated 
prince Eugene of Savoy, then in command of the troops in that quarter. Find- 
ing, however, that there w'as no immediate appearance of active service here, 
his lordship, accompanied by visc(»urt Primrose and f:aptain Dairy inple, both 
volunteers like himself, proceeded to the army under count SackeiidorfT, The 
first duty imposed on them by this general was to reconnoitre the enemy, who 
wera posted near Claussen. As they advanced towards the French lines they 
were met by a party of the enemy, three times the number of their own escort, 
and a skirmish ensued, in which count Nassau, who accompanied them, was kill- 
ed, and lord i’rimrose severely wounded by a musket ball close beside the earl 
of Crawford, 

On the evening of the same day, 17th October, 1735, the battle of Claussen 
was fought, affording Ida lordship an opportunity of distinguishing himself, 
which he did not let pass. He attached himself to the prince of Waldeck, who 
comiiiaiided the left wing of the Imperialists, and attended him throughout the 
whole of the battle. The position in which the earl was placed was the first at- 
tacked by the enemy, and was the most sanguinary part of the held. The in- 
telligence, bravery, and good conduct of his lordship in this engagement excited 
the warmest admiration of the prince, and laid the foundation of his future fame 
as a soldier. 

Preliminaries of peace between the emperor and France having been soon af- 
terwards signed, the earl left the Imperial army, made a tour of the Nether- 
lands and Holland, and again returned to Britain. On his arrival he was 
graciously received by George II., who honoured him with many warm expres- 
sions of esteem. His lordship remitined at home for two years. At the end 
of this period, he again became desirous of exchanging the monotony of 
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a peaceful and idle, for an active life, and sought the king’s permission to 
serve as a volunteer in the liussian army, under field marshal Munich, then en-* 
gaged with the Imperialists, in a nar against the Turks. Having obtained the 
royal peniiission to take this step, he embarked at Gravesend in April, 1738, 
for Petersburg. On his arrival there he immediately waited upon the Czarina, 
who received him with the most expressive indications of kindness and favour, 
and instantly appointed him to the command of a regiment of horse, with the 
rank of general in the Russian service. 

Invested with these appointments, his lordship left Petersburg in the mid- 
dle of May to join the army, which he effected after a dangerous and tedious 
journey of a month^s duration. Several sanguinary engagements with the Turks 
soon followed, and in all the earl eminently distinguished himself, both by 
his military skill, and fearless intrepidity. In one of these murderous con- 
flicts, which took place on the 2Gth of July, and in which the Turks and Tar- 
tars were repulsed with great loss, his lordship, who was at the head of a party 
of Cossacks, excited the astonishment and admiration of even these bold and 
skilful riders, by his dexterity in horsemanship. Nor were they less delighted 
with the gallantry also which he exhibited in this battle, in the instance of a 
single combat with a Tartar, whom, after a desperate encounter, he sabred and 
stript of his arms. I'he latter he afterwards brought to England with him ns 
objects of curiosity. 

Tlie sQ^ason being now far advanced, marshal Munich thought it advisable to 
retire from the scene of operations, and accordingly retreated to Kiow, whither 
he was accompanied by the earl, who remained with him for three weelcs after 
the cessation of hostilities. He then left Munich, and joined the Imperialists near 
Relgrtide. I'he earl had now ac<|uired a large stock of military knowledge, 
and had been especially improved in the art by his experience under Munich, 
whom he justly reckoned the first captain of the age. Six weeks after he joined 
the Imperial army, it was marched into winter ijuarters. On this occtasion !m 
attached himself to prince Eugene’s regiment, and proceeded with that corps 
to Coiijorra, thirty-three miles S.E. of Presburg. Here, and at Vienna, to 
which lie occasionally resorted, he remained till the middle of April, ]73!>. 
During this leisure his lordship employed himself in reducing to method and 
system the military knowledge which he had acquired, by drawing plans, and 
writing obsen'ations on the Russian campaign ; thus availing himself of every 
means and opportunity that offered, of improving himself in that art, to attain an 
eminence in which had been from his earliest years the great object of his am- 
bition, and of Ills fondest hopes. 

His lordship now joined the Imperialists assembled near Pcterwaradin, un- 
der the cuuiniand of marshal Wallis, and attached himself to his old friend 
and fellow soldier, the prince of Waldeck, lieutenant' general of infantry. 
Ill a short time after, the battle of Krotzka, near Belgrade, was fought. In this 
engagement, the earl, while fighting the Turks at the head of Palli’s cuirassiers, 
had his fav(»urite black horse killed under him : another was immediately brought 
him, but he had scarcely gained the saddle when he himself was struck with a 
musket ball, which entering the outside of his left tliigh, shattered the bone to 
pieces, and brought him to the ground. 

Here he lay for some time in a slate of utter insensibility, when he was ac- 
cidentally di8(M>v6red by general count Sucheri, who, on perceiving him, ordered 
some grenadiers to raise him up, and place him on one of his horses. This, 
however, was all the attention wh’ch the urgency of the moment would permit 
Having been mounted on the horse he was left to his fate, and received no fur- 
ther assistance until the following morning, when he was found by one of his 
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own grooms, his face deadly pale, his head uncovered, iwd himself holding 
fast by the horse’s mane with l^th hands to prevent his falling of); 

He was now immediately carried to Belgrade^ where surgical assistance was 
obtained. On examination of the wound it was at first deemed mortal ; 
but although it certainly shortened bis daySp it was not immediately fatal. After 
making some progress towards recovery, his lordship left Belgrade or the 
SGth of September, being carried on board a vessel on the Danube, with which 
he proceeded to Comorra, where he arrived on the 27th of December. This place 
he left on the 28th of April, 1740, and sailed up the Danube to Vienna, 
which he reached on the 7th May. During all this time his lordship was con- 
fined to a recumbent posture by the state of his wounded limb, which still sub- 
jected him to the most excruciating agony, and continued constantly emitting 
splinters from the fractured bone. So desperate and sevei*e was this wound, that 
his lordship walked for the first time, and even then with the assistance of 
crutches, only in the beginning of September, 1740; about a year and a half 
after he had received it 

In Vienna he remained till the 20th of September, when, being advised 
to try the effects of the baths of Baden, he proceeded to Uiat quarter, and re- 
mained there till the llth of August, 1741. His lordship, still suffering from 
his wound, which no expedient had yet been able to heal, now proceeded by 
Presburg, Vienna, and Leipsic, to Hainelen, wliere ho arrived on the 3rd Oc- 
tober, and had an interview with George 11. , who happened to be there at the 
time. His majesty received the earl with inurdi kindness, and entere*d into a 
long conversation with him. On the 23rd of October he took leave of his ma- 
jesty, and embarked for England. Notwithstanding his absence, the earl’s 
interest had not been neglected at home. In July, 1739, he was made a colo- 
nel of horse and adjutant-general, and on the 25tli October of the same year, 
was appointed colonel of the 42ud regiment of foot, or Royal Scots Highlanders, 
'i'he same inclination to forward his military views marked his return. On the 
25ih of December, 174L, the year in which he came to England, he was ap- 
pointed colonel of the second troop of horse grenadier guards. 

His lordship’s wound still annoying him, he was now advised to try the bath 
of Bareges in France, and having obtained, for this purpose, a pass from the 
French king, the Lynx British man-of-war was ordered to carry him out. 
With this vessel he sailed from Portsmouth on the 23rd of May, 1742, and ar- 
rived at Bourdeaux on the 30 th of the same month. 

Soon after landing he proceeded to Bareges, which he reached on the 12th 
June, and commenced a regular system of bathing, but without much effect ; 
being still able to walk only with the assistance of a crutch and high-heeled 
shoe. From Bareges he went on the 16th October to Aix in Provence, where 
he again used the bath, and with much more benefit than he had derived from 
the same remedy in the former place. Leaving Aix his lordship arrived at 
Chambery on the 2nd of November, where he waited on the king of Sardinia, 
with whom he remained till the 18th, when he proceeded to Geneva. In this 
city he remained till the Ist of January, 1743. He then visited Milan, Genoa, 
Modena, Verona, and Venice, and from thence proceeded by Trieste, Gatz, 
Lintz, and through Bohemia and Saxony, and finally joined the British army, 
of wiiich field-marshal Stair was commander, at Hochstet, on the 24th of May, 
where George 11. happened to be at the time. At the battle of Dettingen, 
which took place on the 16th of Che following month, the earl commanded a 
brigade of life-guards, and conducted himself throughout that conflict with a 
coolness and intrepidity which greatly enhanced his reputation for courage and 
military skill. During the action, his lordship, on one occasion, ordered the 
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otiitMi'fi of Ills brigade to llie front, the enemy being within fifty paces of tlieni. 
Ho then addresied his men, Hark, my dear lads,** he said, trust to your 
swords, handle them well, and never mind your pistols.** Placing himself then 
at their head, he led them on to the charge, encouraging them and animating 
them by his example as they advanced, the trumpets the while sounding the 
martial strain of ** Britons, Strike Home.*’ The soldiers obeying the instruo 
tions of their gallant leader, and participating in his enthusiasm, closed on the 
French, and drove them before them with pr^igious slaughter. In the begin- 
ning of the battle a musket ball struck his lordship's right holster case, pene- 
trate<l the leather, and, hitting the barrel of the pistol which it contain^, fell 
harmlessly into the case. Here it was found by his lordship, who showed it the 
day after the engagement to the king at Hanau, where he then was, and who, 
on seeing the earl approaching, exclaimed, Here comes my champion ;** fol- 
lowing up afterwards this flattering expression of his opinion of his lordship's 
merits, by the most gratifying remarks on the gallantry of his conduct on the 
preceding day. 

In this year, (1743,) the earl was appointed colonel of the 4th or Scottish 
troop of horse guards, and, after the battle of Dettingen, was made a general of 
brigade. In May, 1744, his lordship joined the combined armies, in camp, near 
Brussels ; but, owing to the over caution of marshall Wade no opportunity oilered 
of again distinguishing himself during the whole of the campaign which fol- 
lowed. In the next year, however, this was not wanting. The duke of Cum- 
berland, having been appointed captain general of the British forces, arrived 
at Brussels on the 11th of April, 1745, his lordship being then with the fumy 
as brigadier-general. The arrival of his grace was soon after (30th April) fol- 
lowed by the battle of Fontenoy. Iti this engagement his lordship conducted 
himself with his usual gallantry, and exhibited even more than his usual skill, 
particularly in conducting the retreat, which he did in a manner so masterly, 
as procured for him a reputation for military genius not inferior to any of that 
age. His lordship also wrote an exceedingly able and interesting account of the 
battle. On the 30th of May following, he was promoted to the rank of major- 
general. 

The rebellion in Scotland now occurring, his lordship was ordered, in Feb., 
174G, from Antwerp, where he then was, to his native country, to take the com- 
mand of the Hessians employed by the government on that occ/asioii, and whose 
numbers amounted to six thousand. With these troops he secured Stirling, 
Perth, and the passes into the lowlands, while Cumberland proceeded by the 
north-east cxiast in quest of the rebels. On this visit to Scotland, his lordship 
formed an acquaintance with, and afterwards married, lady Jane Murray, 
eldest daughter, and presumptive heiress of James, second duke of Athole. 
On the extinction of the rebellion, he returned to the army in the Nether- 
lands, where he arrived early in June. At the battle of Rocoux, which took 
place on the Ist of October following, he commanded the second line of cavalry, 
with which he drove back the French infantry, and threw them into irretriev- 
able confusion. His lordship soon afterv^ards accompanied the army into winter 
quarters at Bois le Due. His troop of horse guards being this year disbanded, 
he was appointed to the command of the 25th regiment of foot on the 25th 
Dec., 1746. 

In February following, (1747,) his lordship embarked at Flushing for Eng- 
land, landed at Southampton, and proceeded to Belford, where he arrived on 
the 3d March. Here his lordship met, by appointment, lady Jane Murray, to 
whom he was married on the day of his arrival. His wound, whidi had never 
yet been thoroughly healed, now again broke out from fatigue, and subjected him 
iir. 3 L 
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anew to all the pain and suffering ^vhich he had experienced immediately after 
receiving It. From Bedford, the earl and countess proceeded to London, from 
thence to Helvoetsluys, and finally to Bois le Due, where they arrived in June. 
On the 22d May, his lordship, previous to his leaving England, was appointed 
to the command of the 2d regiment of dragoons, or royal Scots greys, in room 
of the earl of Stair, deceased ; and, on the 26th of September following, he was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant-general. 

On the conclusion of the campaign, the earl, accompanied by his countess, 
went to Aix-la-Chapelle, for the benefit of the baths there ; being still seriously 
annoyed by his wound, ^vhicli had again broken out after a second temporary 
cure. While his lordship was confined here to bed, his young countess — she had 
not yet attained her twentieth year — was seized with a violent and malignant 
fever which carried her off in four dij^s. His lordship, who was deeply affected 
by his loss, and for a time wholly inconsolable, ordered that the body of his de- 
ceased lady should be embalmed, and sent over to his family burial place at 
Ceres in Fife. He himself remained at Aix till the opening of the campaign in 
1746, when he joined the duke of Cumberland and confederate army of 150,000 
men. His lordship remained with the army till the conclusion of the peace, 
which took place in the same year. On the 1 6th of February of the following 
year, (1749,) lie superintended the embarkation of the British troops at Wil- 
liamstadt, and soon after returned to London, where he died on the 25th 
December, in the forty-eighth year of his .age, after suffering again severely 
from his wound. His remains were carried to Ceres, and deposited beside 
those of his countess. 

His lordship is represented to have been of middle size, remarkably stout, ht:t 
finely formed. His manners were mild, elegant, and refined ; his disposition 
generous, brave, and charitable, often beyond his means. His purse, open to 
all, was especially at the service of the distressed widows of officers, numbers of 
whom were relieved from misery and destitution by his bounty. His lordshi[» 
always maintained a splendid retinue, and lived in a style becoming his rank, 
but was moderate at table, and temperate in all his habits. His judgment was 
strong, his temper serene and dispassionate. His lordship having died without 
issue, the titles of Crawford and Lindsay devolved on George, viscount of Gar- 
nock. 

LINDSAY, Robert, of Pitscottie, author of the Chronicles of Scotland 
known by his name, was born about the beginning of the sixteenth century. He 
was a cadet of the noble family of Lindsay, comprising the earls of Crawford 
and Lindsay, and the lords Lindsay of Byres. He is not known otherwise 
than as the author of the Chronicles alluded to, and these have not had the ef- 
fect of eliciting any information regarding him from his contemporaries, which 
could be of any avail to a modern biograplier. He has, in truth, been scarcely 
recognized even as a literary man by the chroniclers of Scottish genius, and yet, 
this is the only ground on which he seems to have any claim to coinmeiiiora- 
tioD, there being no other circumstance of any interest in his life but that of 
his having written the w'ork spoken of above. 

As to the Chronicles themselves, it is not perhaps very easy to determine in 
what language they should he spoken of. They present a strange compound 
of endless and aimless garrulity, simplicity, credulity, and graphic delineation ; 
the latter, however, evidently the efiect not of art or design, hut of a total 
want of them. He describes events with all the circumstantiality of an eye- 
witness, and with all the prolixity of one who is determined to leave nothing 
untold, however trifling it may be. 

But his credulity, in particular, seems to have been boundless, and is remark- 
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able even for the credulous age in which he lived. He appears to have be* 
lieved, without question, every thing which was told him ; and, believing it, has 
carefully recorded it After detailing at some length, and with great gravity, 
all the circumstances of the mysterious summons of Plotcock, previous to the 
battle of Flodden Field, ‘‘ Verily he says, “ the author of this, that caused 
me write the manner of the summons, was a landed gentleman, who was at that 
time twenty years of age, and was in the town the time of the said summons ; 
and thereafter, when tlie field was stricken, he swore to me, there was no man 
that escaped that was called in this summons, but that one man alone which 
made his protestation.” 

The earnest and honest simplicity of the good old chronicler, however, is 
exceedingly amusing. He aims at nothing beyond a mere record of what he 
conceived to be facts, and these ho gqies on detailing, with a great deal 
of incoherence, and all the uiiintellectual precision of an artificial process, 
neither feeling, passion, nor mind ever appearing to mingle in the slightest de- 
gree with his labours. These characteristics of the chronicles of Lindsay have 
greatly impaired their credibility, and have almost destroyed all confidence 
in thorn as authorities. 

Where he is corroborated by other historians, or by an association of well 
known and well established circunistances, be may be trusted, but, where this is 
not the C4ise, his testimony ought to be received with caution ; for, where he does 
not absolutely create, he is almost sure to exaggerate, and is thus in any event 
a very unsafe guide. 

If Lindsay was but an indifferent chronicler, he was a still worse poet, as 
will be conceded, it is presumed, after a perusal of the following introductory 
stanzas of a poelim) address to Itobert Stewart, bishop of Caithness, prefixed to 
the Chronicles : 

** O little book, pass thou witli diJigenco 
To St Andrews that fair city ; 

Salute that lord with humble revennice, 

Beseeking him, of fatherly pity, 

Witli entire heart, and perfect charity, 

And that he would on noways offend 
To look on thee, one day or two to spend. 

And tliere shew him lliy secrets more and less, 

From the beginning unto the end : 

And also you to come utter and express; 

Show him the verity, and make it to him kenil— 

The martial deeds, and also the fatal end, 

Of his noble dainty progenitor, 

In Scotland lived sometime in great honour. 

The Chronicles begin with James II., 1430, and end with queen Mary, 
1565. This latter reign, however, is not completed, being carried down only 
a little beyond the period at which the marriage of that unfortunate princess 
with Damley took place. 

LITHGOW, William, a well known traveller of the seventeenth century, 
was born in the parish of Lanark, in the year 1583. Nothing is known of his 
birth or parentage, or of the earlier period of his life. He seems to have at- 
tracted very little general notice prior to the publication of his travels in 1614 ; 
and even the celebrity which these acquired for him, does not appear to have 
suggested any inquiry into his previous history. 

lliere is no reason, however, to believe otlierwise than that he was a person 
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of ratlici mean condition, and poor circumstances, thoug^h evidently possessed of 
an education very far surpassing what was common among the vulgar at the pe- 
riod when he lived. The motives which induced him to leave his native coun- 
try, to perform a painful and dangerous pilgrimage through foreign lands, ai’e 
not more obvious ^an some of the other particulars of his early life. He him- 
self, ill the strange and almost unintc^lligible jargon in which he frequently in- 
dulges in the w'ork which records his adventures, obscurely assigns two : the 
oppression of enemies, — but who they were, or what was the cause of their 
enmity, he does not say — and an irresistible desire to visit strange lands. It 
would, indeed, appear that this last was the ruling passion of his life, and that, 
together with a roving, unsettled, and restless disposition, it was the principal 
agent in compelling him to undertake the formidable journeys which he accom- 
plished, and enabled him to bear up^wlth such a series of hardships and bodily 
sulferings, as perh<ap8 no man ever before or since has endured. 

From the obscurity in which his early life is involved, it is not, therefore, 
until he has assumed the character which has procured him celebrity, namely, 
that of a traveller, that Lithgow is introduced to us. 

In his youth, while he was, as he himself says, yet a stripling, he made two 
voyages to the ** Orciidian and Zetlandian Isles.’’ Shortly after this, he pro- 
ceeded on a tour through Germany, Bohemia, Helvetia, and the Low countries. 
From the latter he went to Paris, where he remained for ten months. William 
Lithgow nowhere gives the slightest hint regarding the source whence he 
derived the funds necessary to defray the expenses of these journeys ; but there 
seems to be some reason tor believing that he trusted in a great measure to 
enhance, and to the casual assistance which he might receive from any of his 
countrymen whom he might encounter, in the diderent places he visited. This 
applies only, however, to the first part of his career ; the latter was provided for 
by a piece of good fortune which shall be noticed in its proper place. 

On the 9th of March, 1G09, Lithgow again started from Paris on another 
roving expedition, and, on this occasion, proceeded, in the firet instance, directly 
to Home. He was escorted several miles on his way by three or four of his 
countrymen, with whom he had picked up nn acquaintance while in Paris, and 
who, not improbably, supported him during the time of his residence in that 
city. These persons he describes as gentlemen, and one of them, at any rate, 
certainly had a claim to this character on the score of rank. This was llay of 
Smithfield, esquire, of the king of France’s body guard. 

Although thus associating himself, however, with these gentlemen, Lith- 
gow does not speak of them ns equals, but in a marked tone of inferiority ; 
leaving altogether an impression that their kindness and attention proceeded 
from the circumstances of his being a countryman, a man of talent, and of a 
singular, bold, and adventurous disposition. Having bid adieu to his couipau- 
ions, he trudged onwards to Home on foot ; for such Mas his usual mode of tra- 
velling. lie made it a rule, and strictly adhered to it, never to avail himself of 
any conveyance during a journey when he could accomplish it on foot, and his 
only deviation was in the c^ses of crossing seas, rivers, or lakes. During all his 
travels he never mounted a horse, or put his foot into a cairiage, or any de- 
scription of vehicle whatever. 

While in Rome he made a narrow escape from the inquisition ; the most 
sanguinary and ferocious of whose members were at that time, singular to say, 
iScotsmen. Two of these were from St Andrews. There were besides, one of the 
name of Gordon, one Cunningham, born in the Canongate of Edinburgh, and 
wjveiwl others, and it was from the eager pursuit of these, his own countrymen, 
that poor Lithgow found the greatest didiculLy in escaping. This, however, he 
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effected by the assistance of a domestic of the earl of Tyrone, who was then re- 
siding at Rome. This man, whose name was Megget, concealed him for three 
days and nights on the roof of the earPs palace, and, on the fourth night, con- 
veyed him secretly out of the city, by aiding him to scale the walls, as the gates 
and streets were all carefully guarded by persons appointed by the inquisition to 
apprehend him. 

From Rome Lithgow proceeded to Naples, and from thence to Loretto. On 
his way to the latter place, he overtook a carriage, in which were two young 
gentlemen from Rome with their mistresses, all proceeding joyously on a pil- 
grimage to the shrine of the Madonna. This lively group insisted upon the lonely 
pedestrian’s stepping into their carriage, but, adhering to the rule he had laid 
down of never availing himself of any such conveyance, he obstinately refused. 
Finding that they could not prevail upon him to take a seat beside them, the 
good-natured pilgrims descended from their carriage, and insisted on keeping 
him company on toot, and, thus associated, the whole party jogged merrily on 
for Loretto. Here he fell in with another of his countrymen, of the name of 
Arthur, with whom he had been formerly ar.quainted, and who seems to have 
been imbued with some portion of his own restless and rambling disposition. 
Having spent some time in Loretto, they proceeded together to Ancona, and 
thence by sea to Venice. Here his companion left him to cross the Alps, 
while his own purpose reached for Greece and Asia.” Arthur, it appears, 
had been a domestic servant of the earl of Giencairn. 'llie circumstance, 
therefore, of Lithgow’s making him a companion, would seem to be an addi- 
tional proof that he did not assume, or pretend to, the character of a gentleman 
traveller. 

Lithgow now proceeded to visit the various islands in the Mediterranean, and 
thei^eafler wandered through (ilreece and Asia, encountering innumerable dan- 
gers and difficulties ; now shipwrecked, now attacked by banditti, now plun- 
dered and maltreated, and, with all this, frequently exposed for days and nights 
together to the inclemency of the weather; his religion excluding him, in several 
places, not only from the hospitality of the natives, but even from the shelter of 
tlieir houses. During his peregrinations througii Greece, he met with two gen- 
tlemen from Venice, who entertained him kindly for ten days, and, on his de- 
parture made him a present of fifty ssechins in gold; the first gift, he says, he 
received in all his travels, and, it may be added, that this is also the first 
allusion he makes to any pecuniary matters relating to hiiiiself. He now pro- 
ceeds to declare, that if some such instances of good fortune had not befallen 
him he should never have been able to a<H:oiiiplish his ** sumptuous peregrina- 
tion.” 

Nut contented with the adventures in which he was unavoidably, on his part, 
involved, there were others which he sought. Like another Don Quixote, he 
released captives, or at least assisted them to effect their escape, and came to 
the aid of distressed damsels. Altogether, he appears to have been a singularly 
benevolent and kind-hearted man ; ready at all times to peril his life tor the 
injured or oppressed, whenever he thought such a risk could be of service to 
them. 

From Greece liithgow proceeded over-land to Egypt, and finally reached 
Grand Cairo. During his journey thither, he had the good fortune to fall in 
with three Dutchmen at Jerusalem, who were journeying with a caravan in the 
same direction. These he joined, and kept by them until they reached the 
Egyptian capital. Here his three companions speedily killed themselves by 
drinking ** strong Cyprus wine without mixture of water.” Each as they died 
left the survivors all his property, and the last bequeathed the whole accumu- 
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lated amount to Lithgow. lie had, however, tome difficulty in retcuing liit 
legacy from the grasp of the Venetian consul ; but by sacrificing a pari he ob« 
tallied possession of the remainder, which amounted to nine hundred and 
forty-two zechins of gold, besides rings and tablets. 

llianking God for his good fortune, he now proceeded, quite at his ease as to 
money matters, to inspect every thing that was curious in the city. From Cairo 
he proceeded to Alexandria, where he embarked for Malta. From thence he 
sailed for Sicily, walked afterwards to Faris, and finally came over to Eng- 
land, where he presented to king James, to queen Anne, and to prince 
Charles, ** certain rare gifts and notable relicks brought from Jordan and Jeru- 
salem.^’ 

After remaining in London for about a year, Lithgow’s propensity to roving 
again became too strong to be resisted, and he set out upon a second expedition, 
lie now traversed the Netherlands and Switzerland, and from thence proceeded 
to Calabria. Here another windfall came in his way, but it was one of a much 
more questionable nature in point of morality than that which met him at Cairo. 
Between Sararautza and Castello Franco, he found the dead bodies of two 
young barons lying in a field, who had just killed each other in a duel. Sec> 
ing that they were richly clad, Lithgow, to speak tlie truth,” as he himself 
says, searched their pockets, and found two silken purses well filled with 
Spanish pistoles. These, together with certain rings which they wore on their 
fingers, he carried o(f, and appropriated to his own use ; and he thus moralizes 
on the fact ** Well, in the mutability of time there is ay some fortune falleth 
by accident, whether lawful or not, I will not question. It was now mine that 
was last theirs ; and to save the thing tliat was not lost, I travelled that day 
thirty miles further to Terra Nova.” 

Lithgow now visited Africa, traversing Barbary, Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, 
and Tripoli, Then, crossing over to Italy, he perambulated Hungary, Ger- 
many, and Poland, and finally reached Dantzic, where he embarked for Eng- 
land, and once more arrived in safety in London. He was now an object of 
curiosity and interest, and, while he remained in England, was frequently ad- 
mitted to familiar audiences of his majesty, and was at all times a welcome 
guest at the tables of the first nobility and gentlemen in the kingdom, where he 
repaid their civilities by relating the story of his adventures. 

Lithgow’s spirit of adventure and singular restlessness of disposition, how- 
ever, were still unsubdued ; and neither all that he had seen, nor all that he 
had suffered, could induce him to settle at home. In 1019, he again set 
out on another roving expedition, but on this occasion he was furnished with 
letters of recommendation from king James, addressed to all kings, princes, 
and dukes.” Provided with these documents he proceeded to Ireland. From 
thence he sailed for France, travelled through Portugal and Spain, and finally 
arrived at Malaga. Here he was apprehended as a spy, and accused of giving 
intelligence to some English ships which were then on the Spanish coast, re- 
specting the return of the Plate fieet. 

All poor Lithgow’s proofs and asseverations of innocence availed him 
nothing. He was subjected to the most dreadful tortures. His limbs were 
luangM and crushed, and his body torn and lacerated with tightened cords and 
other engines of torture. His innocence as a spy was ultimately established to 
the satisfaction oven of his persecutors ; but he was then handed over to the In- 
quisition, which Inflicted upon him a fresh series of tortures not less horrible 
than the first 

Maimed and mutilated, Lithgow was at length liberated by the interference 
ot* the English consul and of several English, iresidenters in Malaga, from whom 
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all knowledge of the unfortunate traveller's fate had been carefully concealed 
until it was discovered to them by accident. 

Shortly after his release he was carried on board of an English sfaip^ for bis 
person was so fearfully mangled that he was not only wholly unable to walk^ 
but was apparently beyond hope of recovery. In this state, on his arrival in 
England, which was in 1621, he was exhibited, lying on a feather bed, to the 
king and the whole of the* court, all the persons of whom it was composed, 
crowding to see him. His miserable situation excited universal sympathy, and 
might under a more spirited prince have become the ground of a national quar- 
rel with the country in which the cruelty and injustice had been inflicted. If 
his majesty, however, failed in avenging the unhappy traveller’s injuries, he was 
not wanting in compassion fur his sufferings. He was twice sent to Bath at the 
royal expense, and maintained by the same hand for seven and twenty weeks, 
until he had in a great measure recovered his original health and strength, ** al- 
though,” he says, ** my left arm and crushed bones be incurable.” 

Soon after his arrival in England, Lithgow was carried, by the king’s di- 
rection to the. residence of Gondomar, the Spanish ambassador at the Eng- 
lish court, fur the purpose of endeavouring to procure some redress of his 
grievances. By this celebrated person he was treated with characteristic dupli- 
city. Lithgow, finding the case hopeless, accused the Spaniard, in the presence 
chamber, and before a crowd of courtiers, of deceit and ungentlemanlike con- 
duct This charge he followed up with an act of violence on the person of the 
ambassador, for which, though his spirited conduct was much applauded, he 
was sent to the Msirshalsea, where he was conflned nine weeks. Lithgow after 
this made several attempts to procure some sort of redress or compensation from 
the house of commons, by a bill of grievances, but none of these were success- 
ful. The last effort of this kind which he made was in 1626. In the year 
following he returned to Scotland ; and still under the influence of that spirit 
which had urged him to roam through the world for so many years, he under- 
took a tour through the western isles. He speaks of himself as having been 
in the island of Arran in the year 1628; but from this period little more is 
known regfirdiiig him. He finally, however, and probably soon after this, re- 
turned to his native parish, where he remained till his death ; but when this 
took place is uncertain. He was interred in the churr.h-yard of Lanark, and is 
yet familiarly spoken of in that part of the country, where it is said several of 
his descendeiits still exist The place of his sepulture is unmarked by any me- 
morial, and cannot therefore be pointed out 

The first edition of his travels was printed in 1614, 4to. This work was 
again reprinted in the reign of Charles L, with a dedication to that monarch. 
He also published an account of the siege of Buda in 1637, a circumstance 
which shows that he had attained a considerable age; as in 1637, he would be 
in his 54th year. 

LIVINCS'fON, John, one of the most revered names in Scottish ecclesiastical 
history. He was born at Kilsyth in Stirlingshire, (then called Monybroch), on 
the 2l8t of June, 1603. His father, Mr William Livingston, who officiated as 
minister of Monybroch from 1600 to 1614, and was then translated to Lanark, 
was the son of Mr Alexander Livingston, his predecessor, in the charge of the 
parish of Monybroch, and who, in his turn, was a grandson of Alexander, flfBi 
lord Livingston, one of the nobles intrusted with the keeping of queen Mary in 
her infancy, and the ancestor of the earls of Linlithgow and Callender. His 
mother was Agnes Livingston, daughter of Alexander Livingston, a cadet of the 
house of Dunnipace. His Christian name he received at baptism in compliance 
with the request of lady Lillins Graham.^ 

' A jrentlew'uman of the house of Wigtoii, with whom, as with many peiTSons of equal 
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** Worthy famous 31r John Livingston as he was fontliy termed by his eon-* 
temporaries, received the rudiments of learning at home, and at the age of 
ten was sent to study the classics under Mr Wfdlace, a respectable teacher at 
Stirling. During the first year he made little progress, and was rather harshly 
treated by the schoolmaster; this was corrected by a remonstrance from his 
fikther, after which he profited very rapidly by his studies. When he had com- 
pleted his third year at Stirling, it was proposed that he should go to the Glas- 
gow university ; but his father eventually determined that he should remain 
another year at school, and this, he informs us,^ was the most profitable year tie 
had at school, being chiefiy devoted to a course of classical reading. Dnring 
the time of his residence in Stirling, Mr Patrick Simpson, a clergyman of much 
note, officiated in the parish church ; and Mr Livingston relates, that, on re- 
ceiving the communion from his hands, he experienced a physical agitation of 
an uncommon character, which he believed to have been occasioned by the 
Lord for the first time working upon his heart** At his father's house in 
Lanark, to which he returned in 1617, in order to attend the death-bed of his 
mother, he had further opportunities of profiting religiously ; for it was the oc- 
casional resort of some of the most distinguislied clergymen and professors 
of that age. The celebrated Mr Robert Bruce was among the number of the 
former ; and of the latter were the countess of Wigton (whom Livingston him- 
self calls the rare'’), lady Lillias Graham, already mentioned, lady Ciilross, 
still more famous than any of the rest, and lady Barnton. It seems to have 
then been a common practice for such persons as were conspicuous for religious 
earnestness, of whatever rank, to resort nimJi to each otlicr*s houses, and to 
take every opportunity, when on a journey, to 8]>end a night in a kindred do- 
mestic circle, where they might, in addition to common hospitalities, enjoy the 
fellowship of a common faith. I'o a Large mingling in society of this kind, 
we are no doubt to attribute much of the sanctity for which Mr Livingston was 
remarkable through life. 

The subject of our memoir received his academical education at the univer- 
sity of St Andrews, where Mr Robert Boyd was then principal, and Mr Robert 
Blair, another eminent divine, the professor of theology. Being tempted at 
this time by some proposals for a secular profession, he adopted the expedient 
of retiring to a cave on the banks of Mouse- water (perhaps the same which 
sheltered Wallace), where he spent a whole day in spiritual meditation, and ul- 
timately resolved to become a preacher of the gospel, as the only means of se- 
curing his own eternal interests. During the progress of his subsequent studies 
in divinity, he gave token of that firm adherence to presbyterian rules which 
characterized him in his maturer years. He was sitting with some of the people 
and a few of his fellow students in a church in Glasgow, when the archbishop 
(Law) came to celebrate the communion for the first time after the episcopal 
fashion established by the Perth articles. Seeing the people all sitting as usual, 
Law desired them to kneel, which some did, but among the recusants were 
Livingston and the little party of students. The archbishop commanded them 
either to kneel or depart : to this Livingston boldly replied, that ** there was 
no warrant for kneeling, and, for want of it, no one ought to be excommuni- 
o>ated.** Law only caused those near them to move, in order that they might 
remove. 

Mr Livingston became a preacher in 1625, and for a considerable time 
preached for his father at Lanark, or in the neighbouring parish churches. He 
had several calls to vacant churches, especially to Anwoth in Galloway, tirhich 

rank, his father was on intimate terms of personal and religious friendship, and whose lather, 
husband, and eldest son, were all of the same appellation. 

* In his life, written by himself, Glasgow, 1754. 
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was afterwards filled by the celebrated Rutherford. The increasing rigour of 
the episcopal regulations appears to have prevented him from obtaining a ueU- 
tiement He uos at length, in 1627, taken into the house of the earl of 
Wigton at Cumbernauld, as chaplain , with permission to preach in the hall to 
such strangers as chose to accompany the family in their devotions, and also to 
minister occasionally in the neighbouring pulpits. He was living in this man- 
ner when he produced the celebrated revival of religion at t)ie kirk of Shotts. 
This, it seems, was a place where he always found himself in the enjoyment of 
ail unusual degree of “liberty” in preaching. On Sunday, June 20, 1630, 
the communion was celebrated at Shotts to a large assemblage of people, among 
whom were all the more eminently pious women of rank in that part of the 
country. The impression produced by the solemnities of the day was so very 
great, that many did not depart, but spent the whole night in prayer and con- 
ference.^ Among these was Mr Livingston, who being requested to give a ser- 
mon next morning to the still lingering multitude, walked forth very early into 
the fields. Here, he says, there came such a misgiving of spirit upon me, 
considering my un worth! ness and weakness, and the multitude and expectation 
of the people, that 1 was consulting with myself to 'have stolen away some- 
where.*’ He had actually gone to some distance, and was losing sight of the 
kirk of Shotts, when the w'ords, “ Was 1 ever a barren wilderness or a land of 
darkness,” were brought into his heart with such an overcoming power, as con- 
strained him to return. In the ensuing service he got good assistance about 
an hour and a half” upon the text, Kzek. xxxvi. 25, 26. ** Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you,” &c. “ In the end,” says Mr Livingston, offering to 

close with some words of exhortation, 1 was led on about an hour’s time, in a 
strain of exhortation and warning, with such liberty and melting of heart, as I 
never had the like in public all my lifetime.” The efiect of the address is 
spoken of by Fleming, in his “ Fulfilling of the Scriptures,” as “ an extraor- 
dinary appearance of God, and down-pouring of the Spirit, with a strange un- 
usual motion on the hearers,” insomuch that five hundred, it was calculated, had 
at that time, “ a discernible change wrought upon them, of whom most proved 
lively Christians afterwards. It was the sowing of a seed through Clydesdale, 
so as many of the most eminent Christians in that country could date either 
their conversion, or some remarkable confirmation of their case, from that day.” 
The importance of such a sermon, in propagating religion in a country where it 
ivas as yet but imperfectly introduced, has given this event a prominent place — 
not perhaps in the history of the church of Scotland, but certainly in the his- 
tory of the gospeL It caused Monday sermons after the celebration of the 
communion to become general, and appears to have been the origin of that now 
liabitiial practice. 

Livingston gives some curious particulars in reference to this signally suc- 
cessful preaching. He officiated on the ensuing Thursday at Kilmarnock, and 
there he was favoured with some remains, as it were, of the afflatus which had 
inspired him on the former day. Next Monday, however, preaching in Irvine, 
** I was so deserted,” says he, ** that the points I had meditated and written, 
and had fully in my memory, 1 was not, for my heart, able to get them pro- 
nounced. So it pleased the Lord to counterbalance his dealings, and hide 
pride from man. This so discouraged me, that 1 was upon resolution for some 
time not to preach — at least, not in Irvine ; but Mr David Dickson could not 
suffer me to go from thence till 1 preached the next Sabbath, to get, as he 
expressed it, amends of the Devil And so 1 stayed, and preached with some 
tolerable freedom.” 

* Tlie bed-room of lady Culross was filled with people, to whom she prayed “ three large 
Lours* time, having great motion upon her.”— /.iwwgsfoit’s Life^MS. Ad, lAb, 

Alt. 3 u 
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Finding all prospect of a parochial settlement in his native country precluded 
by the bishops, Mr Livingston was Induced, in August, 1630, to accept the 
charge of the parish of Killlnchie, in the north of Ireland, where a consider* 
able portion of the population consisted of Scots. Here he ministered with 
great success, insomuch that, by one sermon preached in the neighbouring parish 
of Holywood, he was calculated to have converted a thousand persons in as 
efToCtuai a manner as he had done the 6ve hundred at Shotts. Such extensive 
utility is, perhaps, only to be expected in a country such as Scotland and Ire- 
land then were, and os America has more recently been ; but yet, as similar acts 
are recorded of no contemporary clergyman whose name is familiar to us, we 
must necessarily conclude, that there was something in the oratorical talents and 
spiritual gifts of Mr Jdviiigstoii, which marked him out as a most extraordinary 
man. His success, as a minister, is less agreeably proved in another way — by 
the persecution, namely, of the bishop in whose diocese he otheiated. After 
being once suspended and replaced, he w^as, in May, 1632, deposed, along 
with Messrs Jllair, Welsh, and Dunbar ; after which, he could only hold private 
meetings with his flock. He and several of his people were now become so 
desperate, as to the enjoyment of religion, in their own way, under British in- 
stitutions, that they formed a resolution to emigrate to America, He accord- 
ingly set sail from Weymouth ; but being driven back by a contrary wind, some 
circumstances induced him to change his mind. Almost iuiniediately after liig 
I'eturn, he and Lis deposed brethren were reinstated by a letter of the lord 
deputy Stratibrd ; tind, for a year and a hal/l he continued to preach at Kil- 
liiichie. 

Mr Livingston’s salary, in this charge, was only four pounds n-year ; yet ho 
takes pains to tissure us, that notwithstanding all his travels from place to place, 
and also occasional visits to Scotland, he never wanted money. He lets slip, 
afterwards, however, that he received sums occasiunaliy from the countesses of 
Kgliiitoune and Wigtoii, and other devout ladies. His mode of life was so 
fully justified by the circumstances of the times, which rendered it by no means 
singular, that Mr Livingston was not deterred from forming a matrimonial con- 
nexion. He had formed an attachment to the eldest daughter of Bartholomew 
Fleming, merchant in Edinburgh, of most worthy niemory.” 'I'he young lady 
was also recommended to him by the favourable speeches of many of his friends. 
Yet — and the fact is a curious trait of the age and of the man — he spent nine 
months ** in seeking directions from God,’’ before he could make up his mind 
to }»ay his addresses. ** It is like,” he says, 1 might have been longer in 
that darkness, except the Lord had presented me an oct^'isioii of our conferring 
together; for, in November 1634, when I was going to the Friday meeting at 
Aiitritii, [the lady was then residing on a visit in Ireland,] 1 forgathered w'itli 
her and some others, going thither, and propounded to them, by the way, to 
confer upon a text, whereon 1 was to preach the day after at Antrim ; wherein 
I found her conference so just and spiritual, that 1 took that for some answer 
to my prayer to have my mind cleared, and blamed myself that 1 had not before 
taken oct*>asion to confer with her. Four or five days after, I proposed the 
matter, and desired her to think upon it ; and, after a week or two, I went to 
her mother’s house, and, being alone with her, desiring her answer, 1 went to 
prayer, and desired her to prtay, which at last she did : and in that time 1 got 
abundant clearness that it was the Lord’s mind that 1 should marry her, and 
then propounded the matter more fully to her mother ; and, albeit, I was then 
fully cleared, I may truly say it was about a month after, before I got marriage 
affection to her, although she was, for peraonal endowments, beyond many of her 
equals, and 1 got it not till 1 obtained it by prayer ; but^ thereafter, 1 hud 
greater difiiculty to moderate it.” 
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The parties, having proceeded to Edinburgh, ^vere married in the West 
Church there, June 23, 1G35, under circumstances of proper solemnity, not* 
withstanding that archbishop Spottiswood, chancellor of Scotland, was under* 
etood to have issued orders for the apprehension of Mr Livingston some days 
before. The wedding was attended by the earl of Wigton and his son lord 
Fleming, and a number of other pious firienda Having returned to Ireland, 
he was, in the ensuing November, once more deposed, and even, it appears, 
excommunicated. He continued, nevertheless, to hold forth at private 
meetings in his own house, where Blair, also again deposed, took up his 
abode. At length, in renewed despair, he once more embarked, along with 
his wife, for the American colonies ; but, strange to say, after having sailed 
to a point nearer to the banks of Newfoundland than to any part of Europe, 
he was again driven back ; after which, conceiving it ** to be the Lord's 
will that he should not go to New England,’’ he made no further at- 
tempt 

For about two years, Mr Livingston preached occasionally, but always in a 
somewhat furtive manner, both in Ireland and Scotland. He was in the latter 
country in 1637, when at length the bishops brought matters to such a crisis, as 
terminated their supremacy in Scotland, and enabled such divines os Mr Living- 
ston to open their mouths without fear. Mr Livingston was present at Lanark 
when the covenant was received by the congregation of that place ; and he says, 
tliat, excepting at the Kirk of Shotts, he never saw suidi motions from the Spirit 
of God ; a thousand persons, all cat once, lifting up their hands, and the tears 
falling down from their eyes.’’ Being conmiissianed to proceed to London, to 
confer with the friends of the cause, in reference to this grand national move- 
ment, he disguised himself in a grey coat and a grey montero cap, for the 
purpose of avoiding the notice of the English authorities. An accident which 
befell him on the way, coiiGned him, after his arrival in the metropolis, to his 
chamber, ; but he was there visited by many friends of liberty in church and 
state, including several of the English nobility, lie had not been long in 
London, when the marquis of Hamilton informed him, through a mutual friend, 
that the king was aware of his coming, and threatened to put a pair of fetters 
about his feet” lie was, tlierefore, obliged to retire precipitately to his own 
country. 

In July 1638, Mr Livingston was enabled, under the new system of things, 
to enter upon the ministry of the parish of Stranraer, in Wigtonshire ; a place 
with which he had long been familiar, in consequeiii^ of his frequently passing 
that way to and from Ireland. Here bis zeal and eloquence appear to have 
been deeply appreciated, insomuch that the people Hocked even to hear his 
private family devotions, filling his house to such a degree, that he had at 
length to perform these exercises in the church. It is a still more striking 
proof of his gifts, that multitudes of liis Irish friends used to come over twice 
a-year to be present at his ministrations of the communion. On one occasion, 
he had no fewer than five hundred of these far-travelled strangers ; on anotlier, 
he had twenty-eight of their children to baptize ! Such was then the keen 
appreciation of free preaching,’’ and the difficulty of obtaining it under the 
restrictions of the episcopal system, tliat some of these people were induced to 
remove to Stranraer, simply that they might be of the congregation of Mr 
Livingston. It is confessed, indeed, by the subject of our memoir, that 
the obstructions which the Irish presbyterians encountered at that time, in 
hetiring the gospel preached after their own way, tended materially to excite 
and keep alive religious impressions in their hearts. The perpetual fear,” 
he says, that the bishops would put away their ministers, made them, with 
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great hunger, wait on the ordinances.’* The narrow views of that age prevent- 
ed the king or his ecclesiastical friends from seeing the tendency of their mea- 
sures ; but the result was exactly accordant to the more extended philosophy of 
our own times. We have now less persecution, and, naturally, a great deal 
more indifference. 

It is a fact of too great importance to be overlooked, that Mr Livingston was 
a member of the general assembly, which met at Glasgow in November 1GS8, 
and decreed, so far as an unconstituted association of the clergy could do so, the 
abolition of episcopacy in Scotland. He accompanied the army in the campaign 
of 1640, as chaplain to the regiment of the earl of Gassillis, and was present 
at the battle of Newburn, of which he composed a narrative. In November, he 
returned to Stranraer, where, in one Sunday, notwithstanding the smallness and 
poverty of the town, he raised a contribution of no less than forty>five pounds 
sterling, for the use of the army. A large portion of this, it must be remarked, 
was given by one poor woman under very peculiar circumstances. She had laid 
aside, as a portion to her daughter, seven twenty-two shilling pieces and an 
eleven-pound piece : the Lord, she said, had lately taken her daughter, and, 
having resolved to give him lier portion also, she now brought forward her 
little hoard, in aid of that cause which she seriously believed to be his. In 
these traits of humble and devoted piety, there is something truly nHecling ; and 
even those who are themselves least disposed to such a train of iiiiiul, must feel 
that they are so. 

Mr Livingston appears to have always retained a warm feeling towards the 
presbyterians of the north of Ireland. At the breaking out of the rebellion in 
1641, when those poor people fled in a body from the fury of the catholics, 
multitudes came into Scotland, by the way of Stranraer. Of the money raised 
in Scotland to relieve the refugees, £1000 Scots was sent to Mr Livingston, who 
distributed it in small sums, rarely exceeding half-a-crown, to the most neces- 
sitous. Me complains, in his memoirs, that out of all the afllicted multitudes 
who came in his way, he hardly observed one peraon sufliciently sensible of 
the Lord’s hand^’ in their late calamity, or of their own deserving of it, “ so far 
had the stroke seized their spirits as well as bodies.’’ This is a remark highly 
(diaracteristic of the age. One more valuable ociuirs afterwards. Being sent 
over to Ireland w'ith the Scottish army, “ lie found,” be says, “ a great altera- 
tion in the country ; many of those who had been civil before, were become 
many ways exceeding loose ; yea, sundry who, as could be conceived, had true 
grace, were declined much in tenderness ; so, as it would seem, the swrd opens 
a gap, and makes every body worse than before, an inward plague coming 
with the outward ; yet some few were in a very lively condition.” If Mr Liv- 
ingston had not been accustomed to regard everything in a spiritual light, he 
would have argued upon both matters with a view simply to physical causes. 
He would have traced the savage conduct of the catholic Irish to the united 
o|)eration of a false religion, and the inhumane .dominancy of a race of con- 
querors ; and the declining piety of the presbyterians to that mental stupor 
which an unwonted accumulation of privations, oppressions, and (Lingers, 
fiun hardly fail to produce. It is strange to a modem mind, to see men, in the 
first place, violating the most familiar and necessary laws respecting their duty 
to their neighboui'S, (os the English may be said to have done in reference to 
the native Irish,) and then to hear the natural consequences of such proceedings, 
described as a manifestation of divine wrath towards a class of people who were ' 
totally unconnected with the cause. 

Mr Livingston was minister of Stranraer for ten years, during which time 
he had not only brought his own flock into a state of high religious culture, but 
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done much, latterly, to restore the former state of feeling in the north of Ireland. 
In the BOmmer of 1648, he was translated, by the general assembly, to Ancruin, 
in Hoxburghshire, where he found a people much more in need of his ser- 
vices than at Stranraer. In 1650, he was one of three clergymen deputed, by 
the church, to accompany an embassage which was sent to treat with Charles 
II., at the Hague, for his restoration to a limited authority in Scotland. In his 
memoirs, Mr Livingston gives a minute account of the negotiations with the 
young king, which throws considerable light on that transaction, but cannot 
here be entered upon. He seems to be convinced, however, of the insincerity 
of the king, though his facility of disposition rendered him an unlit person to 
oppose the conclusion of the treaty. Being of opinion that the lay ambassadors 
were taking the curse of Scotland with them, he refused to embark, and was, 
at last, brought olf by stratagem. In the ensuing transactions, as may be 
conceived, he took the side of the protestors ; but, upon the whole, he mingled 
less in public business than many divines of inferior note in spiritual gills. 
During the protectorate, he lived very quietly in the exercise of his parochial 
duties; and, on one cccasion, though inclined to go once more to Ire- 
land, refused a charge which was offered to him at Dublin, with a salary 
of a-year. After the restoration, he very soon fell under the dis- 

pleasure of the government, and, in April, 1603, was banished from his na- 
tive country, which he never more saw. lie took up his residence at Rotter- 
dam, where there was already a little society of clergymen in his own circum- 
stances. 

In narrating the events of this part of his life, Mr Livingston mentions some 
curious traits of bis own character and circumstances. My inclination and 
disposition,*’ he says, was generally soft, amorous, averse from debates, rather 
given to laziness than rashness, and easy to be wrought upon. I cannot say 
what Luther aHirmed of himself concerning covetousness ; but, I may say, 1 have 
been less troubled with covetousness and cares than many other evils. I rather 
inclined to solitariness than company. 1 was much troubled with wandering 
of mind and idle thoughts. For outward things, 1 never was rich, and 1 
never was in want, and 1 do not remember that I ever borrowed money, 
but onco in Ireland, 6ve or six pounds, and got it shortly paid. 1 choosed 
rather to want sundry things than to be in debt. I never put any thing to the 
fore of any maintenance 1 had ; yea, if it had not boen for what 1 got with iny 
wife, and by the death of her brother, and some others of her friends, 1 could 
hardly have maintained my family, by any stipend 1 had in all the three places 
1 was in.” 

The remainder of his life was spent in a manner more agreeable, perhaps, to 
his natural disposition, than any preceding part. He bad all along had a desire 
to obtain leisure for study, but was so closely pressed, by his ordinary duties, 
that he could not obtain it. He now devoted himself entirely to his favourite 
pursuit of biblical literature, and had prepared a polyglot bible, which obtained 
the unqualified approbation of the most learned men in Scotland, when he was 
cut on the 9th of August, 1673, in the 70th year of his age. Just before 
he expired, his wife, foreseeing the approach of dissolution, desired him to take 
leave of his friends. 1 dare not,” said he, with an affectionate tendernen ; 

but it is likely our parting will be but for a short time.” Mr Livingston, 
besides his Bible, (as yet unpublished,) left notes descriptive of all the principal 
clergymen of his own time, which, with his memoirs, were printed in 1754. 
Some of his children emigrated from Scotland to the state of New York, where 
their descendants have, in the course of time, become people of the first distinc- 
tion and weight in society. The late Dr John H. Livingston, minister of the 
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Reformed Dutch church in New York, professor of Divinity to that body, and 
president of Queen's college. New Jersey — one of the first men of his age and 
country, and to whose memoirs, by Mr Alexander Gunn, we have been indebt- 
ed for some of the preceding facts — was the great-great grandson of the subject 
of this memoir. 

LOCKHART, (Sin) George, a distinguished constitutional lawyer, and lord 
president of the court of session, was the second son of Sir James Lockhart of 
Lee, a judge of the court of session. The period of his birth is unknown, 
and the earliest circumstance of his life which has been recorded is, that he 
studied for the bar, to which he was admitted on the 8th of January, 1656, by 
the commissioners appointed for the administration of justice in Scotland, under 
the government of Cromwell, ^ The well-known personal interest of his 
brother. Sir William Lockhart, with the protector, was probably the means of 
introducing his talents to early notice; and on the I4th May, 1658, he was 
appointed sole attorney," or lord advocate of Scotland. On the restoration 
of tlie nionai*(;hy, his family influence procured him favour at court; and after 
taking the oath of allegiance, along with the performance of other somewhat 
humiliating ceremonies, expressive of regret for his support to the fallen 
government, he was permitted the exercise of his profession, and received the 
honour of knighthood in 1663. Sir George distinguished himself as an able 
barrister, and became a man of power Sind influence. Notwithstanding favours 
extended towai'ds him, such as inonarchs too often 6nd sufficient to secure un- 
hesitating tools, he used the privileges of his profession frequently against the 
court ; and through the progress of the dark deeds perpetrated by Tweeddale 
and Lauderdale, his name frequently occurs in the books of Adjournal (the 
criminal record of Scotland), as using his professional abilities in favour of the 
covenanters. One of the most prominent features of his life, is the struggle 
which he headed in 1674, fur procuring by indirect means, and partly through 
tiio influence of the bar, an appciil from the courts of law to the legislature, 
unauthorized by the theory of the constitution of Scotland, and directly against 
the wishes of the court, to which a body of paid judges, removeable at plea- 
sure, seemed a more pliable engine, than an assembly of men, partly elected, 
partly holding by hereditary right He was the person who in the suit be- 
tween the earl of Dunfermline, and the earl of Callender and lord Almond, 
advised the last mentioned to present an appeal to parliament. The earl 
being cited before the privy council to answer for this act, applied to Sir 
(veorge Lockhart, Sir Robert Sinclair, Sir George Cunningham, and Sir 
George Mackenzie, for information how to act in the matter ; and a paper was 
drawn up for him by these eminent men, declaring that he desired nothing 
thereby, but to protest for remeid of law in other words, that he did not 
wish the decree of the court of session to be reduced on the ground of injustice 
or oppression, hut a revisal by the parliament, declaratory or statutory, as to the 
law on the point. ‘‘ In all which,” says Sir (George Mackenzie, with the bit- 
terness of disappointment, Sir George Lockhart's design was to bring in this 
trial before tlie parliament, hoping thereby that they would lay aside the presi- 
dent, and leave the chair vacant for him." Lauderdale immediately proceeded 
4.0 court, accompanied by the president of the court of session and one of the 
judges ; and on their report of the proceedings, Charles found the matter of 
suffirJent importance to demand personal interference, and wrote a letter to the 

^ Brunton and Haig’s Hist, of Col. of Just, 419. 

• Those readers who jare not acquainted with the details of^ this event, may find surh 
circumstances ooiiiiected with it as are here omitted, in the life oi Sir JuJui Lauder oi 
Fountiiinhall. 
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privy council, in which, expressing his conviction of the necessity of preserving 
the supreme power of the college of justice, and his abhorrence ’’'of appeals, 
he was graciously pleased that no proceeding should be instituted against 
those who had miuntained the political heresy, in case they disavowed it ; but 
that if they did not, they should be debarred the exercise of their proiessiona. ' 
The consequence of this letter, was the banishment of Lockhart and Cunning- 
ham, and the voluntary exile of fifty advocates, who chose to resent the insult ; 
but the manner in which the act is detailed by Sir George Mackenzie, and the 
curious views which he casts on the motives and conduct of his great rival, 
prompt us to extract the passage : — ** His majesty having ordained by his let- 
ters such as would adhere to that appeal to be debarred from pleading, and Sir 
George Lockhart and Sir John Cunningham being thereupon called in before 
the lords, they owned that though formal appeals might be said to be contrary 
to the 62 act par. 14 James II., yet a prr)testation for remeid of law might be 
allowed ; whereupon they were debarred from their employments, till the king 
should declare his farther pleasure. And albeit it might have been reasonably 
concluded, that this exclusion should have pleased the younger advocates, whom 
those seniors overshaded, interrupting the chief advaiktige and honour that was 
to be expected in that society ; yet most fearing to offend so eminent men, 
who they knew would soon return to their stations, and being pushed on by 
the lords of the party, and the discontented persons to whom they owed their 
employments, went tumultuarily out of the session house with those who were 
debarred ; and thus, as Sir George Lockhart broke that society at first by his 
avarice, in the matter of the regulations, he broke them now again by his 
pride, in the matter of the appeals ; and by raising a clamour against the 
president, and joining in the popular dissatisfaction, he diverted early from 
himself that great hatred which was so justly conceived against his insolem^ 
and his avarice ; two ci'imes which were more eminent in him than his 
learning.” 

Although the causes of the enmity entertained by Mackenzie towards Lock- 
hart ore not fully explained, the allusions of the former make it quite clear 
that it arose from professional and political rivalry. The king had written to 
tlie burghs, advising them to renew their old acts, against the choosing of repre- 
sentatives. ** The king’s design in this was,” says Sir George, ** to exclude 
such as had been factious in the former parliament, and to engage the burghs 
to an immediate dependence on the crown.” The disaffected advocates endea- 
voured to inspire the burghs with a wish to oppose the designs of the court ; in 
the mean time, however, it was nec^essary that the king’s letter should be an- 
swered, and a draught of such a document was prepared for the committee by 
Sir George MaeJeenzie. This letter was sent for the perusal of Lockhart, who 
altered it so as of a discreet and dutiful letter, it became, by adding what was 
humorous, and striking out what was discreet, a most unpolisht and indiscreet 
paper. And when Sir George Lockhart was askt why he had deformed it so, 
his answer to James Stewart was, that it was fit to make Sir George Mackenzie 
unpardonable.” Sir George Mackenzie alleges that Lockhart had induced him 
to join the body in favour of appeals, on the ground that llie union of so many 
members of the bar would form a formidable opposition to Lauderdale ; and it 
is to his enmity against that minister at the period, that, without a better rea- 
son, we must date Mackenzie’s accession to the cause. But when the king, on 
the 12th of December, issued a proclamation, declaring, on the word of a 
prince, that such of the advocates as should not petition for re-admission before 
the 2dth of January following, should never be permitted to return to their 
profession, Sir George Mackenzie did so much tender the reputation, of his 
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king, that he» having been bedrid of a broken leg when the rest ^vere debarrM, 
shunn’d to have himself debarrM, or publicly to own the appeal ; though to se» 
cure such as had, he declared that he would not return to his employment 
without them. Which not satisfying Sir George Lockhart, who pressed still 
that Sir George Mackenzie should be debarrM, he was content, in a letter un- 
der his hand, to oblige himself in those terms ; but this letter not having satis- 
fied, and he being prest, merely to satisfy Sir George Lockhart’s private 
humour, he called for his former letter, and wrote in a postscript these words : 
^ But if 1 enter, and put myself in the same condition with the rest, I do de- 
clare this letter, and all the obligations therein, to be void and not obligatory.’ 
And having owned the appeal with a very undaunted courage, did from that 
hour despise that party whicli had jealous’d him, after so many proofs of his 
courage and fidelity, to please a little creature, who had never follow^ them, 
but his own passion, to whrcH he and they were become such slaves, that they liad 
thereby lost the glory and reputation of impartial reformers, which had so much 
recommended them at first, while they followed Sir George Mackenzie's disin- 
terested advices.” Mackenzie then adds a circumstance, which will hardly diminish 
the suspicion of his tortuous conduct in the business, although it may shed a ray of 
additional light on the causes of his rancour towards Lockhart This is the 
letter from which the party concluded Sir (xeorge Mackenzie to be guilty of per- 
jury, in having entered before the rest ; dispersing copies of the letter, without 
the postscript, because they knew the postscript destroyed their malicious pre- 
tences. Before the day which the court had named as the last for receiving the 
submission of the recusant advocates, a document, couched in the form of a 
petition, but steadily vindicating the right of appeal for remeid of law, was 
presented to the privy council. This very valuable paper, which has been pre- 
served at full length by Mackenzie, is full of legal knowledge, and clear concise 
reasoning ; it had, however, to strive, not only against power, but also against 
precedent ; no clear established law could be found on which to rest the right 
of appeal, and a course of ingenious special pleading had to be derived from 
implication, and the plea that the court of session was a distinct body from the 
daily session of old, which, being a con»mittee of parliament set apart for the 
purpose of saving the time and trouble of the main body, would have defeated 
its end by the admission of appeals. The grand constitutional argument of a 
check on the venality of judges, could only be hinted at under the cloak of de- 
ference and submission to the royal authority ; and the petitioners thought it 
prudent to terminate their certainly hmi and manly statement of their rights, 
with the concession, that ** as the petitioners acknowledge there are eminent 
lawyers upon the session, of. deserved reputation ; so if the lords of session, by 
an act of sederunt, or otherwise, will plainly and clearly declare that protesta- 
tions for reuieid of law, to his majesty and estates of parliament, were and are 
in themselves unlawful, and that the parliament cannot thereupon review and 
rescind their decreets, if they find just cause ; the petitioners will so far defer 
iff their authority, as to be concluded thereby, and satisfy what was prescribed 
and required by the lords of session as to that point.*’ Mackenzie was induced 
to sign this petition : he says, Sir George Lockhart’s love of money making 
him weary of that love to revenge, he persuaded the appealers (for so all the 
adherers were called) to give in an address to the privy council ; but so bitter 
and humorous, that Sir George Mackenzie thougli he had concur’d in furnishing 
materials and argument, did with some others dissent from it ; till they were 
again conjur’d, by some of their comrades, not to make'* a rupture, at a time 
wherein their lixt adherence to one another was their only security.” ^ The 
^ With the petulant remarks on Lockhart, so plentifully scattered' through the above 



LOCKHART. 


465 


petition wai viewed by t)ie privy eouninl and the king, as a daring and seditious 
pief» of pleading ; and Sir John Cunningham proceeding to London to endea- 
vour by his personal influence to alleviate the threatened eflects, was quickly 
followed by Sir George Lockhart and Sir Robert Sinclair ; ** but upon expren 
promise,'' says Mackenzie, that if Sir George Mackenzie and those who had 
signed the address, should be pursuM tor it, they should return and concur with 
him in the defence. Notwithstanding whereof,’’ he continues, ** they having 
been pursu'd in a process before the privy council, Sir George Lockhart and 
Sir Robert Sinclair retir’d, and lurk't near to North Allerton, without acquaint- 
ing oven their wives of their residence, lest thereby they might have been 
advertis’d. AV hereupon Sir George Alackenzie gave in his defence," &c. The 
defenc^e deserted the constitutional origin of the struggle, and assumed the 
aspect of a mere vindication of the motives of presenting petition. Macken- 
zie at length yielded : as a motive for so doing, he says — ^but we are aware of 
no document that confirms the assertion—* tliat he intercepted at last a letter, 
wherein they (Lockhart and Sinclair) told their confidents that they had 
resolved to wait the event of that process ; in which, if Sir fieorge Madcenzie 
was absolved, they would be secure by the preparative ; but if he was found 
guilty, the malice of the purauers would be blunted before it reacht them." 
Aciiordingly, on the plausible ground that it was no dishonour to submit to 
their prince, ceding being only dishonourable amongst equals, and never being 
so, when the contest was rais’d by such as design'd to make them knaves and 
fools,” prevailed on the greater number of his brethren to submit Sir George 
Lof:kliart, left to maintain tlie struggle almost alone, fully aware that unanimity 
and number only can give effect to political resistance, presented a tardy submis- 
sion in December, l<i75, and was re-admitted to the privileges of his profession 
on the 26th of January, 1()76. We have dwelt thus long on this incident, be- 
cause it is one of the very few constitutional struggles connected with the his- 
tory of Scotland, and the curious details lately brought to light in the Memoirs 
of Sir George Mackenzie, are not very generally perused. 

The next political transaction in which we find Lockhart professionally en- 
gaged, is the trial of Mitchell in 1678, for having four years previously at- 
tempted the murder of archbishop Sharpe, lie was tried on his own confes- 
sion, and there is no point of history more surely ascertained, or less liable to 
doubt, tlian that the confession was obtained on a promise of pardon. But," 
as Burnet expressively says, Sharpe would have his life." For the purpose 
of facilitating the prosecution, Nisbet, the lord advocate, was superseded by Mao- 
kenzie and Rriniroso, from being clerk register, was appointed justice general. 

He fancied,” says Burnet, ** orders had been given to raze the act that the coiin- 
«‘/il had made (the act offering the conditional pardon), so he turned the books, and 
he found the act still on record. He took a copy of it and sent it to Mitchell’s 
counsel." Thus armed, Lockliart appeared, to meet the confession. Burnet, 
who says, he was the most learned lawyer and the best pleader 1 have ever 
yet known in any nation,” states that he did plead to the admiration of all, 
to show that no extrajudicial confession could be allowed in a court The 

quotations, compare the following published character of the professional abilities of his great 
rival, by Sir George Mai:kenzie, in his Eloquence of the Bar— it would be difficult to ounceive 
a more perfect picture of a great forensic orator. * Lockartius corpus alteram juris dvilis, 
aliorque Cicero did poterat. lUi etiam peculiare erat argumenta sua eo ordine disponere, ut 
taiiquam lapides in fomice alter alteruin susiinerot ; quic ex improviso, dum oraret, ei sug* 
gerebantur, prompta solertia indicabat, aptisque locds disponebat. Nihil ab eo absoondit 
jurisprudentia, etquamprimum casus iJli a diente aperiretur, sua omnia, omniaque adver- 
sHiii argumenta retexebat Iracundia, quai alios oratores turbabat, eum tantum cxcitaro 
solebat; vooem tamen latratu,vultumque rugis deformalmt.’ 

* Ma^enzie’s Memoirs, 267 to 310. 
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hardships of n prison, the hopes of life, with other practices, might draw cou* 
fessions from men, when they were perhaps drunk, or out of their senses. He 
brought upon this a measure of learning that amazed the audience, out of the 
lawyers of all civilized nations. And when it was opposed to this, that the (Coun- 
cil was a court of judicature, he showed that it was liot the proper court for 
crimes of this nature, andl that it had not proceeded in this as at a court of judi- 
cature. And he brought out likewise a great deal of learning upon those heads. 
Rut this was overruled by the court, and the confession was found to be judicial. 
The next thing pleaded for him was, that it was drawn from him upon the hope 
and promise of life : and on this Sharpe was examined. The person he had 
sent to Mitchell gave a full evidence of the promises he had made him ; but 
Sharpe denied them all. He also denied he ever heard any promise of life 
made him by the council ; so did the lords Lauderdale, Rothes, and Halton, to 
the astonishment of all that were present Lockhart upon that produced a copy 
of the act of council, that made express mention of the promise given, and of 
his having confessed upon that And the prisoner prayed that the books of 
council, which lay in a room over that in which the court sat, might be sent 
for. Lockhart pleaded, that since the court had judged that the council was a 
judicature, all people had a right to search into their registers; and the 
prisoner, who was like to suffer by a confession made there, ought to have the 
benefit of those books. Duke Lauderdale, who was in the court only as a wit- 
ness, and so had no right to speak, stood up, and said he and those other noble 
persons were not brought thither to be accused of perjury; and added, that 
the books of council were the king’s secrets, and that no court should have the 
perusing of thorn. The court was terrified with this, and the judges were di- 
vided in opinion. Primrose and one other was for calling for the books, but 
three were of opinion that they were not to furnish the prisoner with evidence, 
but to judge of that which he brought, and here was only a bare copy, not at- 
tested upon oath, which ought not to have been read. So this defence being 
rejected, he was cast and condemned.”' Perhaps the annals of crime scarcely 
produce another so perfect specimen of judicial villany. 

The talents and courage of Lockhart were employed by the duke of Argyle 
at his memorable trial in 1681 ; three times the privy council denied him the 
sanction of their warrant — unfortunately often necessary at that period for the 
safety of the lawyer who should defend a person accused of treason — and it was 
at last granted, lest Argyle, on the ground that he was deprived of legal assis- 
tance, might interrupt the trial by refusing to plead. In the parliament of 
1681, he was appointed one of the commissioners of the shire of Lanark, a seat 
which he held till his death, and in 1685, after the fall of his opponents in the 
ministry, we find him one of the committee appointed to answer the king’s 
letter to the parliament, and a lord of the articles.^ In 1685, on the death of 
Sir David Falconer of Newton, Lockhart was appointed president of the court 
of session, and was soon afterwards made a privy councillor, and a commissioner 
of the exchequer. Having in the year 1679, boldly undertaken the task of 
representing before the king the grievances against Lauderdale, he was 
considered one of the chief political opponents of that minister, and seems to 
have been gradually led to a participation with the proceedings of the duke of 
York, After having followed the actions of a high minded man through the 
path of honour, and seen him use his talents and influence in the protection of 
the weak, and resistance to the powerful, it is painful to arrive at trunsactionsi 
in which the presence of his accustomed firmness, or integrity, may seem want* 
ing. He is said to have been at first opposed to a repeal of the penal laws 
• Burnet, i. 4.1. ® Act. Pari., viii. 456,7. 
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against papists, but after a journey to London, concerted for the purpose of over- 
coming his scruples, to have entertained a different view^ — a view which, it is to 
be feared, was produced more by the benignant smile of royalty, than by a sud- 
den accession of liberal principles. On the question of the applicability of the dis- 
abling laws to the duke of York, hfe somewhat sophistically maintained that ** a 
('commission to represent the king’s person fell not under the notion of an of- 
fice.” ^ But, if he chose to assist the court in obtaining its ends by legal means, 
his former spirit returned on an attempted stretch of arbitrary power, and he 
objected to the privy council’s sanctioning a relaxation, in favour of the Roman 
catholics, becoming law, through the mere royal prerogative.^ 

This great man, whose talents and courage would have adorned a better 
period, fell a victim to the fury of one of those savages which misgovernmeiit 
produces. He was murdered by John Chiesley of Dairy on the 31st of March, 
1689. 

The determination to commit the murder on the part of this man, arose from 
a dispute with his wife, the latter claiming aliment for herself and ten chil- 
dren, and the parties consenting that the claim should be settled by the arbitra- 
tion of Lockhart and lord Keinnny, who gave a decree appointing an annual 
sum out of Chiesley’s estate to be paid to his wife. Infuriated at not being 
permitted to deprive his wife and oflspring of their daily bread, he formed the 
resolution of taking vengeance on the president at whatever cost. On commu- 
nicaiting his intention to Mr James Stewart, advocate, he was answered that it 
was a suggestion of the devil, and the very imagination of it a sin before God;” 
to which he replied, ** Let God and me alone ; we have many things to reckon 
betwixt us, and we will reckon this loo.” The victim, it appears, was informed 
of his intention ; but he disdained precautions. The murderer confessed that, 
when in London, he had walked up and down Pall-mall, with a pistol beneath 
his coat, lying in wait for the president. I'he day on which he consummated 
the deed was Sunday. He charged his pistol, and went to church, where he 
watched the motions of his victim, and when Lockhart was returning to his own 
house through the close or lane on the south side of the Lawn Market, now known 
by the name of The Old Bank Close,” following close behind him, discharged 
a shot, which took effect. The president fell, and being carried into his own 
house, immediately expired, the ball having passed through his body. Chiesley 
did not attempt to escape, and, on being told that the president was dead, he 
expressed satisfaction, and said ** he was not used to do things by halves.” He 
was put to the torture, and made a full confession, and having been seen com- 
mitting the act, and apprehended immediately after, or as it is technically 
termed, red hand” he was summarily tried before the provost of Edinburgh, 
as sheriff within the city. He was sentenced to have his right hand cut ofi' 
while alive, to be hanged upon a gibbet with the instrument of murder suspend- 
ed from his neck, and his body to be hung in chains between Leith and 
Edinburgh.'*’ 

LOCKHART, George, a celebrated political partisan, and author of Memoirs 
concerning the Affairs of Scotland, Commentaries, &c., &c., was the eldest son of 
the above, by Philadelphia, youngest daughter of Philip, fourtli lord Wharton. 
He was born in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, in the year 1673^ He ap- 
pears to have been educated for the Scottish bar, but, having succeeded, on the 
death of his father, to a very ample fortune, he seems to have turned his at- 
tention chiefly to politics, and having obtained a seat in the Scottish parliament, 
1703, he distinguished himself by his opposition to all the measures of the 

’ Fountaiiihairs Diary, 167. * Humet, i. 408. * Fountainball, 192. 

Arnot’s Ciim. Tr., 168 74. 
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court, and his ceaseless activity in behalf of the fallen episcopal church, and the 
exiled royal family. Singularly unlike his father, in discernment of the jus- 
tice of a cause and liberality of principle, he appears to have resembled him in 
the stubborn courage with which he pui'siied any favourite object. To all the 
principles of the He volution, he professed a deep aversion, and the union of 
the kingdoms of Scotland and England he considered, especially in regard to 
the former, as likely to terminate in that misery lyhich a peculiar class of poli- 
ticians always argue to be the consequence of any change, or some reason which 
it is difficult to fathom ; he was, however, named, by the queen, one of the 
commissioners upon that famous treaty, and, with the exception of the arch- 
bishop of York, was the only tory tliat was so named. “ lie had no inclina- 
non to the employment,” he has himself told us, and ivas at first resolved not 

to hare accepted it, but his friends, and those of his party believing he might 
be serviceable, by giving an account how matters were carried on, prevailed 
with him to alter his resolution.” Before entering upon the duties of his high 
office, he accordingly took their advice, in what manner he was to conduct 
himself, and in particular, whether or not he should protest and enter his 
dissent against those measures, being resolved to receive instructions from them, 
as a warrant for his procedure, and to justify his conduct : so, when they all 
unanimously returned this answer, that if he should protest, he could not well 
continue longer to meet with the other commissioners ; and, if he entered his 
dissent, it would render him odious to them, and that they would be extremely 
upon the reserve with him, so as he would be utterly incapable to learn any 
thing that might be useful afterwards in opposing the design ; whereas, if he 
sat quiet, and concealed his opinion .as much as possible, they, expecting to 
persuade him to leave his old friends and party, would not he so shy, and he 
might make discoveries of their designs, and thereby do a singular service to 
his country ; therefore they agreed in advising him, neither to protest or dissent, 
nor do any thing that might discover his opinion and design, unless he could 
find two or three more that would concur and go along with him, (which was 
not to be expected,) but to sit silent, making his remarks of every thing that 
passed, and remain with them as long as he could ; and then, at last, before 
signing the result of the treaty, to find out some pretence of absenting himself.^’ 
Such were the feelings and intentions which he brought to the accomplishment 
of a transaction which he was chosen for the purpose of furthering, in the most 
expeditious and most efficient manner ; and he relates with pride that he acted 
up to his instructions, that he acted as a spy on the proceedings of the otheis, 
and, at least, was enabled to interrupt and render more laborious the consum- 
mation of a measure which his party was unable to stifle. The archbishop, dis- 
daining to follow a similar course, absented himself from the meetings. 

But Lockhart ^had other and more dangerous duties to perform for his yariy ; 
he held a commission from the Scottish Jacobites to communicate with the Eng- 
lish tories, and, if possible, to ascertain how far the latter might be brought t<i 
concur in a scheme, projected in Scotland, for the restoration of the son of the 
abdicated monarch by force. This commission he executed with similar fidelity, 
but he found the English less zealous than the Scots, and disinclined to any 
attempt, at least during the lifetime of the queen. All the transactions which 
might be interesting to the exiled family, he faithfully reported to the courts of 
Versailles and St Germains, through the instrumentality of an emissary, called 
captain Straiton, while he submitted his proceedings to the cognizance of his 
brother Jacobites, whom he aptly termed his constituents. His account of the 
proceedings of the commissioners, is distorted by party colouring, beyond the 
usual allotment of such documents, and one is tempted to ask how a person, who 
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saw, ill every branch of the proceeding!^ something so irredeemably vidcked, 
could have so far compromised his conscience, as to have permitted himself to 
be chosen as one of those whose duty it was to assist in and further them. 

The scheme of a general rising was designed for the purpose of stiding the 
projected union ; but the attempt having failed, the Jacobites were compelled to 
debate the treaty, clause by clause, in open parliament, where, notwithstanding 
every artifice for exciting public clamour, it was triumphantly carried. Lcu^k- 
hart, through the whole, was uniform in his opposition — adhered to every pro- 
test that was taken against it, and, in more than one instance, entered protests 
against it in his own name, lie also^ in conjunction with Cochrane of Kilmaro- 
nock, gave fifty guineas to Cunningham of Eckatt, for the purpose of forward- 
ing a design of forcibly dispersing the parliament by an army of Cameronians, 
which he proposed to raise in the western shires, but which, as he alleged, he 
was prevented from doing by the. intrigues of the duke of Hamilton. 

The union having been ratified by the parliaments of both kingdonu, and 
peaceably carried into effect, the next hope of the Jacobites was the French 
invasion, which Hooke had negotiated with them during the preceding year, and 
to which they now looked forward with the most ardent expectation. Of all 
the partisans of James, perhaps none were more zealous, on this occasion, than 
the subject of this memoir ; but, fortunately for himself, lie followed in the 
train, and acted by the advice of the duke of flamilton, who, being at the time 
at his seat in Lancaster, and taken there into custody by a king’s messenger, 
could not meet his Scottish friends at Dumfries, according to agreement, till the 
defeat of the Frendi fleet rendered any further appearance at that time unne- 
cessary, in consequence of which he himself, as well as his friends, escaped any 
thing like serious prosecution. Mr Lockhart also having the powerful influence 
of his uncle, lord Wharton, exerted in his favour, remained unmolested. 

The next hope of the Jacobites was in the inclinations of the queen, which, 
with all her coldness, they naturally expected, and indeed had, if we may be- 
lieve their own account, and lay much weight on a few accidental circumstances, 
a well-grounded hope, that they might be extended to her brother and his 
family ; and that they might more effectually influence her counsels, it was re- 
solved, that no influence or endeavour should be spared in procuring seats in 
parliament for the heads of the party. Mr Lockhart started for the county 
of Edinburgh, and had sufficient interest to secure his election, though he was 
obnoxious both to the court and the presbyterians, \o whom he seems to have 
been always inimical. The first session of the first British parliament, did 
not oflbrd much scope for that species of ingenuity for which Mr Lockhart 
has taken so much credit to himself ; and by his efforts, joined to those of Mr 
Houston, younger of Houston, Lag, younger of Lag, Duff of Drummure, and 
Cochrane of Kilmaronock, all unwavering supporters of the same political creed, 
little or nothing was eflected. The next session was almost wholly occupied 
with the affair of Sacheverel, in whose behalf the Jacobites were joined by those 
supporters of the house of Hanover, who either conceived, or for political pur- 
poslb alleged, that the church was in danger, while the aflairs of Scotland were 
neglected amidst more exciting discussions. A field was soon, however, to be 
opened, in which they doubted not shortly to reap a rich liarvest. 

At the period when a waiting woman in the queen’s bed-chamber was sap- 
ping the foundation of the Godolphin and Marlborough administration, that 
ministry requested leave to dismiss Mrs Mashaiii, threatening her with an ad- 
dress from the two houses of parliament ; to which was to be attached an invi- 
tation to Prince George, of Hanover. As such treatment much chagrined the 
queen against her ministry,” says Lockhart, “ she was very desirous to secure 
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hemelf against such attempts, and did avowedly solicite a great many members 
of both houses of parliament, that they would not consent to a motion to deprive 
her of the liberty allow’d to the meanest housekeeper in her dominions, via., 
that of choosing her own domestic servants.” — And 1 accordingly,” continues 
the narrator, in a very remarkable passage bearing on one of the most obscuro 
points in British history, ** procured an address, in a very high monarchical 
style, from the barons and freeholders in the county of Edinburgh; and having 
brought it up with me when 1 came to parliament, I was introduced by the 
duke of Hamilton to present the same ; and having read it to her majesty, she 
seemed very well pleased, gave a gracious return to the address, and then told 
me, tho’ 1 had almost always opposed her measures, she did not doubt of my 
affection to her person, and hoped 1 would not concur in the design against Mrs 
Masham, or for bringing over the prince of ^Hanover. At first 1 was somewhat 
surprised, but recovering myself, 1 assured her 1 should never be accessary to 
imposing any hardship or affront upon her ; and as for the prince of Hanover, 
her majesty might judge, from the address I had read, that 1 should not be ac- 
ceptable to my constituents, if I gave my consent for bringing over any of that 
family, either now or any time hereafter. At this she smiled, and 1 withdrew ; 
and then she said to the duke, she believed I was an honest man ; and the duke 
replied, he could assure her 1 liked her majesty and all her father’s bairns.” * 
The gradual steps towards a delicate and dangerous subject, so naturally laid 
down in this valuable passage — the hope expressed by the queen that the Jaco- 
bite partisan was averse to the removal of the favourite, and the introduction of 
the prince — the surprise of the Jacobite, and his ingenious extension of the re- 
quest — the queen’s smile and remark on his honesty — and, finally, the cautious 
but bold extension of the insinuations in the kindly rejoinder of the duke, all 
speak to the authenticity of the scene, and the accurate observation of the nar- 
rator. That he may be depended on, there is little doubt The cautious Hal- 
1am considers that the Locthart Papers sufficiently prove tliat the author and 
his friends were confident of the queen’s inclinations in the last years of her 
life, though not of her resolution.” Nor can a vanity to be esteemed the depo- 
sitory of the secrets of princes, be likely to operate on a man whose works are 
not to be witnessed by his own age. On the whole, the passage may be said 
almost to prove that the queen’s ** inclinations ” were with her brother ; but a 
** resolution ” on either side, she appears to have never attained. 

The circumstance last mentioned was soon followed by the renowned downfall 
of Anne’s whig ministry. 8trong but inefiectual attempts were made by the whigs 
at the elections. Lockhart was violently opposed in Edinburghshire, but carried 
his election by a great majority, as did Sir Hugh Paterson of Bannockburn for 
the shire of Stirling, and Sir Alexander Areskine, lord lyon king at arms, for the 
shire of Fife, both thorough paced Jacobites and violent episcopaliana The last 
of these gentlemen, along with Mr Carnegie of Boysack, Mr James Murray, se- 
cond son to the viscount Stormont, afterwards created by the Pretender lord 
Dunbar, and Sir Alexander Cuming of Cantar, joined Mr Lockhart in a <jose 
confederacy, agreeing to mutual support, in cordially prosecuting the great ob- 
jects for which they had come into parliament, viz., the dissolving of the treaty 
of union, and the breaking up of the protestant succession. Keeping their agree- 
ment as secret as was compatible with its efficacy, and prudently cultivating the 
friendship of the English tories, they soon became conspicuous, and were re- 
garded by both sides of the house as men of superior consequence, whose feel- 
ings and views it was necessary to consult in all measures regarding Scotland. 
The first fruit of this confederacy was a breach of the union, committed by the 
i Lockhart Papers, i. 907 
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bouse of lords, in reversing a sentence of the magistrates of Edinburgh which 
shut up the meetinjgf-house of a Mr Greensliields, the first clergyman wha intro- 
duced the English liturgy into the service of the Soots Episcopd church. The 
full harvest was the act of toleration, with the oath of abjuration annexed, to he 
imposed upon all the ministers of the Scottish church ; the act restorings ky 
patronage ; and the act for the observing certain holidays, all of which were pre- 
pared by Mr Lockhart, and by him and his friends forced upon the ministry, 
contrary to the expressed opinion of the people, and with the avowed purpose 
of undermining the presbyterian interest. 

At the same time that he was so deeply engaged in forwarding the particular 
vie^vs of himself and his.friends, in regard to affairs purely Scottish, Mr Lock- 
hart was also employed upon the more general business, or what may be called 
the drudgery of the house. He was one, and the only Scotsman, who was upon 
the commission of the house for examining the national accounts, with the view 
of criminating the ex-whig ministers; and, as chairman of that commission, gave 
in a long report, intended to implicate the duke of Marlborough, a person 
whose conduct was certainly not pure, while it still affords a pleasing contrast 
to that of his accusers. The report, however, when it came to be examined, 
discovered only the headstrong party spirit of its authors, and not much against 
the accused, but the usual political corruption, toa characteristic of the period. 

The duties of a commissioner upon the national accounts, did not, however, 
by any means absorb the whole attention of the indefatigable Lockhart, for while 
be devoted himself to the service of the pretender, he also proposed a bill in 
parliament to bestow upon curates the bishops’ rents, to resume all grants of 
church property that had been made to the universities, which he declared to 
be public nuisances, mere nests of rebellion, which could not be soon enough 
annihilated. The service to be accomplished in favour of the exiled family by 
these measures, is not very dear, and we are prevented from knowing the eflect 
their proposal would have produced, from his friends dedining to adopt them. 
So high, indeed, was he borne by liis zeal, that an order was obtained by hit 
friend from St Germains, recommending to him moderate measures, and dis- 
suading him from attempts to openly force the English ministry upon desperate 
projects, as they were themselves well enough disposed, and were the best judges 
of the means whereby their good intentions would be carried into effect. This 
order he dared not disobey, but he owns it was much against his inclination, 
and takes the liberty of affirming that it injured the pretender’s interest 

On the duke of Hamilton being appointed ambassador to the court of France, 
he selected the subject of our memoir to wait privately upon him, and to act 
according to his orders upon an affair of extraordinary moment, which he never 
explained, but which Lockhart understood to be the pretender’s restoration, and 
he was just leaving Scotland with the hope of being called to accompany the 
duke upon that pleasing duty, when he heard that a quarrel betwixt Hamilton 
and lord Mohun had brought both these distinguished noblemen to an untimely 
end. This circumstance he affirms to have been fatal to the hopes of the pre- 
tender, no one having been found capable of conducting so delicate a business 
till the period when disputes in the cabinet and the death of the queen rendered 
the case hopeless. But these circumstances did not damp his ardour, or prevent 
him from impeding the government, which he could not overturn. According- 
ly, on the attempt to extend the malt tax to Scotland, in the year 1713, he 
made a desperate effort, in which he was seconded by the earls of Mar, Egliti- 
ton, Hay, &c., for the dissolution of the union, a project which narrowly failed 
of success, as we have narrated more at large in the life of John, duke of 
Argyle. The attempt to assimilate the Scottish to the English militia which fol- 
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lowed, lie resisted, and, in his personal friendship, defended the hereditary title 
of the duke of Argyle to the lieutenancy of the county of Argyle. His friends, 
who could not see the advantage of such a measure, were displeased, but his 
design was to bring over the duke to the interests of the Pretender, of which he 
was always suspicious the ministry were less .careful than of their own. He, 
however, continued to sit and to act with them, under the strongest assurances 
from Bolingbroke, that every thing he could desire would be done for the Pre- 
tender so soon as it was possible to do it with safety, till the prorogation before 
the death of the queen, when he retired to his residence in the country, and 
though the same parliament was assembled on the death of the queen, did not 
attend it, having lost all hope of the Pretender's restoration by other means 
than arms. 

He accordingly began privately to provide horses and arms for himself and 
his dependants, though from his late conduct he was not trusted by the leaders 
of the party to the extent that might have been expected. Nothing, indeed, 
but mere general surmises seem to have reached him till the month of August, 
1715, when warrants were already issued out against all who were suspected 
as favouring the designs of the earl of Mar, and under one of these warrants he 
was, early in that month, apprehended at his house of Dryden, and cninniitted 
prisoner to the castle of Edinburgh. In these circumstances he immediately 
wrote to the duke of Argyle, who, in return for his services in regard to the 
militia bill, piocurefd his enlargement, after he had been fifteen days a prisoner, 
on his giving bail for six thousand merks. He was no sooner liberated than he 
waited upon his rebel associates, who had not been apprehended ; but, finding 
them still disinclined to the communication, he retired to his house at Carnwatii, 
where he secretly and diligently employed his personal influence in the further- 
ance of the cause, though still unacknowledged by any of the ostensible leaders 
of the insurrection, and waited till the arrival of the Pretender, or the transit of 
the Forth by Mar, should give the signal for him and his friends to appear in 
arms. In the mean time, a letter from the duke of Argyle informed him that 
his practices were well known to the government, and requiring him forthwith 
to repair to his house at Dryden. Every thing, arms, horses, &c., were again 
disposed of in the best manner that could be devised, and he immediately re- 
paired to Dryden, where he negotiated with Kenmure and the southern re- 
bels; his troop of horse, under the command of his brother Philip Lock- 
hart, being sent to join them at Blggar, he himself staying behind for a 
few days to arrange some minor concerns. To ensure his safety after conclud- 
ing his transactions with the rebels, he wrote to the lord justice clerk, request- 
ing to know whether he should remain in Edinburgh or go home to Dryden, 
and was ordered to choose the latter alternative. Mackintosh, however, having 
that night crossed the Forth, on his march to the south, a party of soldiers was 
sent out to Dryden, who apprehended Lockhart, and carried him again to the 
castle ; a circumstance which saved both his life and his estate, as well as those 
of many others who were prepared to set out with him on an expedition that 
proved desperate — his whole troop being taken at Preston, along with the rest 
of their companions, and his brother shot as a deserter by order of a court- 
martial. 

Mr Lockhart suflbred a long confinement, but escaped, through the steadiness 
of his friends, that punishment which ivas likely to have followed his conduct, 
and which the government, could they have elicited sufficient evidence, would 
most wiUingly have inflicted ; but he was by no means cured of his aflbctioti for 
the exiled family, and before two years had elapsed, he was employed as an 
agent to bring up six thousand bolls of oatmeal, to be given to the king of 
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Sweden ns the hire ov tlie reward lor his setting the I’rcteiider upon the British 
throne. Of all the attemjits made by the party in its despair, this was certainly 
the most singular ; yet he seems to have embarked in it with that ardour which 
marked his character, and he contrived to obtain, from the earl of Egl inton, 
the offer of three thousand guineas towards its accomplishment. It was soon, 
however, found to be a project which could not be carried into cdect. lie nar- 
rowly escaped being involved in the adair of Gleiisliiel, and when the Spanish 
battalion was brought to Edinburgh, he supplied the commander, Don Nicolas, 
with what money he wanted till he could be supplied with bills from the Span- 
ish ambassador in Holland, telling him, at the same time, that it was unkind 
in him to allow himself to be straightened, when he knew the king, for whose 
cause he suffered, had so many friends in town that would cheerfully assist 
him.” 

In 1718, the Pretender comiiionced a correspondence with Mr Lockhart, 
which continued with little interruption till 1727, when it fell into the hands 
of the government, by what means has never been fully explained, though most 
probably it was in consequence of a dispute Mr Lockhart liad got into with the 
episcopal college, respecting the election of a bishop of the name of Gilloti, 
whose ordination was keenly opposed by a number of the presbyters, who ob- 
jected to the nomination that had been made of him by the Pretender, as unduly 
induem^d by Lockhart, who, for a number of years, had been the only channel 
through which they communicated with their exiled princ^e. Many meetings 
were held, and much rancour displayed on the subject, by the enraged presbyters, 
who threatened the consequences of the rebellion, in which most of the parties 
were implicated, if the consecration was persisted in. The bitterness of the 
disputants made it impossible for them to be secret : the whole came before the 
jmblic, and the government being masters of the channel of communication, 
the earliest packet transmitted to Lockhart was waited for, and sent to London. 
Orders were immediately sent to sei/e Strahan, a merchant in Leith, to whom 
the packet had been directed, and, under a strong guard of dragoons, to send 
him to London. Before setting out, however, he was well instructed how to con- 
duct himself, supplied with money by Lockhart, and the earls of Kincardine and 
Diindonald, with tlie assurance, that if he beliavod with lirmness, nothing could 
be brought legally home to him, while his family, in the mean time, should be 
carefully seen to, and he himself would gain honour by the incident Warrants 
were at the same time issued for the apprehension of Mr Lockhart and Mr 
Oorsar, one of his friends, 'i'he latter was apprehended at Glammis, but the 
iornier, taldng the alarm, eflected his escape into Durham, where he remained 
in the house of a friend till the 8th of April, when he sailed for Dort, where he 
arrived in safety. He immediately wrote to the Pretender, through lord Inver- 
ness, stating the circumstances into which he had fallen, and that he was wait- 
ing his master’s commands before finally resolving how to dispose of himself. 
In the mean time, he met lord North and Grey at Brussels, who had also been 
under the necessity of leaving his native country for dabbling in the afihirs of 
the Pretender, and was thus far on his way to the court of that personage, where 
he hoped to be trusted with the management of his afiairs, which, in the hands 
of colonel Hay and James Murray, (created lords Inverness and Dunbar,} were 
generally supposed to have fallen into disorder, pressing at the same time that 
Mr Lockhart should accompany him, and take charge of the afiairs of Scotland, 
while he attended to those of England. Lockhart, however, would not ap- 
proach the court of the Pretender without his orders, shrewdly suspecting that 
James was too fond of the lady Inverness, who was lord Dunbar’s sister, to part 
permanently with either of the three. The lord North and Grey proceeded to 
111 . 3 o 
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his desti nation y but found, instead of the premiership Avhicli he expected, an 
appointment provided for liim in the army of Spain, with wliich he was obliged 
to be content. Inverness had been nominally superseded by Sir John Graham, 
who proposed the most flattering terms to Lockhart; but the former was still first 
in the Pretender's affection, and, along with Dunbar, held the entire management 
of his counsels, which were, and had long been, very far from what the latter 
gentleman wished. By their advit^, and in pursuance of his own feelings, the 
Pretender no sooner heard of the death of (George 1. than he left Bologna for 
Lorrain in the greatest haste, intending to put himself at the head of the High* 
landers, and, with their assistance, conquer and secure the throne of the three 
kingdoms; a similar project to that which his son attempted in the year 1745. 
A messenger was sent to consult Lockhart, who, astonished at the folly of the 
proposal, assured the Pretender that it would prove the ruin of liiniself and 
all his friends, and would deprive him €>f the power of over again reiieuing the 
attempt* More wise than his son upon a like occasion, he accepted the advict*, 
and returned to Avignon. Lockhart tendered him, afterwards, some Jong 
letters, coiitaiiiiiig very good advices, with which he probably had little ho]»e 
that he would comply, and le.'irniiig, in the inonUi of April, 172S, that his 
friends the duke of Argyle, lord Hay, and Duncan Forbes, then lord advoc.ate 
for Scotland, had procured him liberty to return and to live at home unmoleslorl, 
he embraced the opportunity of doing so, nothing being required of biiii but his 
simple promise that be would live in pca<te. He was, however, required to go 
by the way of l^ondon, and to return thanks personally to George 11., who was 
now in possession of the throne. Ibis,” he says, “ did not go well down 
with me, and was what 1 would most gladly have avoided ; but there was no 
eviting of it ; and as others, whose sincere atlatdmieiit to the king was never 
doubted, had often preceded me on such like o4M*,nsions, I was under the necessity 
of bowing my knee to Baal, now that 1 was in the house of Biininon.^’ llav- 
iiig performed this piece of unwilling submission, he returned to his family in 
1728, evidently in despiair of furthering the cause in which he had so long 
exerted himself, and determined to resign all connexion with politi<;s. Of his 
after history, wc have been unable to learn more than that he was slain in 
a duel some time in the year 1732, having entered the fifly-niiith year of his 
age. 

He was married on the 1 3th of April, l()07, to l^^upheinia Montgomery, 
third daughter of Alexander, ninth carl of Kgliiiton, by his first wife, Margaret, 
daughter of William, lord Cochrane, son of the earl of Diiiidonald. He had 
seven sons and eight daughters. His eldest son George, possessing somewhat 
of the prudent foresight of his father, delivered himself U]> in the year 174(1, to 
Sir John Cope, the day after tlie battle of (jladsniuir, and was for a consider- 
able time a prisoner at large in Kngland. His grandson (George, continued 
with Charles till after the fatal battle of Culloden, after which he escaped to 
the continent, and died an exile at Paris some few months before his father, in 
the year 17(31. 

As an author, Mr Lockhart is entitled to very considerable praise. His 31e- 
inoirs concerning the Alfairs of Scotland, and his coiiiiiientaries, though iieiliier 
so clear nor so impartial ns could be wished, are yet valuable materials for his- 
tory, and throw very considerable light both upon the individual characters and 
transactions of those limes. And his register of letters is still more interesting, 
as giving us not only an account of the proceedings, but the acts themselves, of 
the Jacobites of the period. His memoirs were surreptitiously published during 
his lifetime, by a friend to whom he had lent them, and a key to the names 
(given in the published volume in initials) was afterwards circulated. He left 
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his papers carefully concealed, with instructions to his heir, to abstain from pub- 
lishing them till the year 1750 ; but the connexion of his grandson with the 
rebellion of 1745 rendering their appearance even then inexpedient, they lay 
unnoticed until, at the request of count Lockhart, they were edited by Mr An- 
thony Aiifrere in 1817. 

We have only to add, that in private life his character seems to have been 
exceedingly amiable, and he enjoyed, in a high degree, the respect and affec- 
tion, notwithstanding the contrariety of their political principles, of the best 
and wisest public man of his age, Duncan Forbes of Gulloden. 

LOCKHAJIT, (Sill) William, of Lee, an eminent statesman under the Pro- 
tectorate of Cromwell, was the third son of Sir James Lockhart of Lee, by Mar- 
tha, daughter of Douglas of iMordingstoii. He was born in the year 1G21, and 
received the earlier part of Ills education in Scotland, whence he proceeded to 
some one of the usual seminaries in Holland. He did not long remain in that 
('.ountry, but after visiting Scotland for a short period, joined the French army 
as a volunteer, and so far distinguished himself as to attract the attention of the 
queen mother, who procured for him a pair of (uilours.^ He subsequently ac- 
companied lord William Hamilton to Scotland, and acc^epted the appointment 
of lieutenant-colonel in that iiobleinaifs regiment. 

In tlie course of his military duty he was iiiirndiic>ed to Charles 1., at his sur- 
render to the Scottish army before Newark. He was on this occasion knighted, 
and was afterwards employed to negotiate for the safety of the marquis of More- 
ton. Having joined in the enterprise of the duke of Hamilton, called the En- 
gagement, he was taken prisoner in the unfortunate action at Preston, and after 
remaining a year in custody at Newcastle, regained his liberty at the serious 
cost (at that i>eriod) of one thousand pounds. Having attached himself to the 
house of Hamilton, he necessarily attracted the jealous notice of the rival noble- 
man, Argyle, and on several occasions subsequent to the arrival of Charles 11. 
ill Scotland, siillered, through its iiilluence, a degree of contumely from the 
king, which roused his haughty spirit to exclaim, that ** No king upon earth 
should use him in that manner.^’ Ihit while he did not conceive that he should 
siilfer the insults of a king with more patience than those of any other man, 
his private feeling towards the nominal head of the government did not inter- 
iere with his duty to his country, and his services to the cause he had adopted 
as the best. He remained an ofheer in Cbarlcs^s army, and bis regiment was 
distinguished for its services at the battle of Worcester. The cause of monarchy 
being now suppressed in both ends of the island, he remained for two years in 
retirement ; but, wciiry of keeping in dormancy powers which he was aware 
might distinguish him in the service of the state, he repaired to London, and 
was welcomed by the Protector, who never permitted a man of LockharPs 
powers to remain unwillingly idle. From whicii side the advances were made 
appears not to be known ; it was probably from that of Lockhart This step is 
the more sui*prising as he had belonged to that party of the Scottish presby- 
terians which used to regard monarchy with most respect On the 18th of 
May, 1G52, he was appointed one of the commissioners for the administration 
of justice ill Scotland, and in IG54, the Protector gave him one of his nieces 
in marriage,^ and raised him to the possession of the highest political influence 

^ Harding’s Biographi<*al Mirror, iii.54. 

* Harding laills tlie iiiice ‘ Hobina Sewstcr.’ Noble tlnnks lh«j lady whom Lockhart 
married was probably a daughter of Desborough, bHsiuse sijcrotary Tiiurloe writes to Lock- 
liart, “ H. H. (the Protector) doe very much rejoice to liear that ><nir lady is m a way of 
recovery, and so doth general Desborough, ami trulj no more than joiiif*, House of 

Cromavilt ii. 25G. 
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ill the land. In 1654 and 1656, he represented the shire of Lamirk in Croiit'- 
well’s parliaments, lie w;is also appointed one of the trustees for disposing of 
the forfeited estates of the royalists, and a member of the Protcetor's privy 
council for Scotland. 

On the 14th December, 1655, lie was appointed ambassador from England to 
Louis XIV. ; a duty which, at that dangerous ]>eriod, when the llritisli govern- 
ment was acknowledged abroad only from its strength, was eminently calcu- 
lated to bring out the peculiar energies of his mind. He did not proceed on 
his mission until April, 1656 ;^ a circumstance which probably accounts for 
his having sat for Lanark during that year. The character both of the 
government and its servant quickly secured respect ** He was,” says L'larendon, 
** received with great solemnity, and was a man of great address in treaty, and 
had a marvellous credit and power with the cardinal Mazarine.'* His country- 
man Burnet, who probably knew him better, says, “ He was both a wise and 
gallant man, Galni and virtuous, and one that cAri’ied the generosities of Iriend- 
ship very far. He was made governor of Dunkirk, and ambassador, at the 
same time. But he told me that when he was sent afterwards ambassador by 
king Charles, he found he had nothing of that regard that was paid him in 
Cromwell’s time.”* He arrived at Dieppe on the 24th of April, and was re- 
ceived with all the civic honours which the town could bestow.^' An allianc.e 
with France in opposition to Spain, and indeed anything resembling amity 
towards the former nation, was considered an anomaly in the British cunstilu- 
lion resembling an infraction of the laws of nature, ami the measure, al- 
though it was boldly undertaken, and su(X‘>essfuily exeiaited, lias met tlie repro- 
bation of historians, whose simple smteineiit of its impolicy and folly is embraced 
in the terms, ** An alliance between Great Britain and France.” But the 
union was an act of almost diplomatic necessity on the part of the Protector, 
from the alliance (as it was termed) of Spain with the exiled Charles ; and with 
whatever reluctance the French may have at first looked upon the novelty, 
IMazariiie found himself associated with a government whose assistance was use- 
ful, and whose enmity might be dangerous. 

From the inlluemxs of the clergy alone was any opposition to he dreaded. 
** 1 have receaved,” says the ambassador, ** many civill messages from persons of 
honour and good interest ; and 1 fynd also, that my being here is niiicli dis- 
lyked by others, especiallie by the assembly of the clergy. And,” lie continues, 
in the manner of the period, ** 1 shall nuike it my endeavour to wait upon God 
for his directione and protectione, and shall verie little trouble myself with their 
inena<;e8.” But Lockhart found that the French were at least lukewarm in as- 
sisting the vast designs of Cromwell, and that they were naturally averse to be 
the mere auxiliaries of their natural enemies, in subjecting those neighbouring 
]»rovitices which had often called forth the full power of their armies. 

Lockhart, accordingly, takes many occasions to express the discontent of his 

TJie following passago from the same source is perhaps more conclusive ; — 

CoLONKL Lockhart TO Secketakt Tjiurloe. 

“ When I luid theliuiiour to lake leave of }ou, 1 had }our permission to give you trouble in 
any business wherein I was concerned; thereluro iHsing engaged by articles of agreemenl 
with genend Desbrowe to make u pundiasu in England 'for a settlement U) mv wife and her 
children, and the daie being elapsed, h} whicli time I was bound either to make a purcliase, 
or to secure so much luuiiey by w'iiy of iiioiigage upon land in England, I am bouid to be- 
witch you to move his higlini»ss, for Iwive to me for a nioiilJi to come to Loiiilun for settling 
tluil alfair.” &c. Edinhiirgli, Decenil»er 25lh, 1655. — Thurloe^s Slate Paper&j iv. .*112. 

•* Tliurloe, iv., 647, 72^. 

** liisLor), vii., 180 . 

* Huriiet’b Own Tinu"', i. 70. 

Thuiloe, iv , 
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encrgetit; temper nt tlie interruptions thrown in liis way. Alluding to the car- 
dinars conduct about the dispute which then divided France^ he says — ** So soon 
ns I have the opportunity of being at c iurt, 1 shall endeavour to inform myself 
ns fully as shall be possible for me, of what hath passed in this particular ; and 
if 1 find that the differences betwixt the cardinal nnd the prince are in any 
good way of accominodatione, I shall then persuade myself, that the cardinal 
(whatever pretences he hath liad to the contrary,) intends a peace with Spayne in 
good earnest, and hath got over tlie greatest rub that was in liis way : for in 
liis discourses on that businesse, 1 found that the restoration of the prince stuck 
more with him than cither the re*<lclivery of towns, or the leaving of his nllye 
the Portugal, to the Spanyard’s mei*cy.” ^ And, probably under the irritation 
of delay, he wrote to secretary Thurloe in June, saying, “ 1 beg leave to dis- 
<*harge niy conscience, by letting you know, that 1 am verie much convinced, 
that his higlinesse affairs here doe infinitelie suffer by mismanagement. They 
doe requyre the addresse of a hande muche more happie than myne ; and there- 
fore shall humbly beg, that you may be pleased to lett his higlinesse knoue how 
much it concerns his interest lieare that some other pei*son be employed, whose 
parts nnd experience may be more suitable to this trust than myne are.” “ But 
Lockhart did not either give up bis <miiunissioti in discontent, or submit to be 
dallied with. Towards the ierminaiion of the year, be says in bis despatches, 
** 'The audience my last told you T demanded and was promised, lialli been 
defered till this evening, notwithstanding niy endeavours to the contrary : and 
tliougli it lasted from six undock at night till ten, yet I &'itinot say 1 had much 
satisfaction in it, for Mons. Dc Lion was with his eminence all the tynie, and by 
his presence necessitated my syleiice in some particulars, that, if I had had the 
honour to entertain the cardinal by himself 1 durst have ventured upon. How- 
soever, finding several particulars formerly agreed upon, (|ue8tiuiied, and others 
absolutely denycil, 1 was guiltie of the rudeiiesse to tell his eminence that 1 did 
not undoi’staiid such proceedure in businesse, and was astonished to meet so un- 
expected changes.’’ From remonstrances the ambassador proceeded to 
Ihrefats. It was the determination of the ICiiglish that Mardyke and Dunkirk 
should be taken and left in their liands ; and in the coiimiencement of the year 
Ui57, “ Lockhart,” says (Jlarciidoii, “ made such lively instances with the car- 
dinal, and complaints of their breacli of faith, and some menaces that his m.as- 
ter knew where to iiiid a more punctual friend, that as soon as they had taken 
Mofitiiiedy and St Venaiit, the army iiiarciied into Flanders : and though the 
season of the year was too far spent to engage in a siege before Dunkirk, they 
sat down before Mardyke, which was looked upon as the most difficult part of 
the work ; which being reduced would facilitate the oilier very much ; and that 
fort they took, and delivered it into the hands of Reynolds, with an obligation 
‘ that they would besiege Dunkirk the next year, and make it their first nt- 
tempU’” 

Lockhart’s contest for the interests of Britain did not terminate after the 
capture of Mardyke : he accused the French of purposely leaving the town un- 
defended, that the British might he (compelled to raze the fortifications, and 
gain no advantage from their captures, while they weakened the enemies of 
France. He urged Turenne to proceed immediately to the siege of Dunkirk, 
then but ill defended, offering for the service 5000 veterans and 2000 recruits ; 
but he had to wait until June, 1058, ere the design was put in practice. At 
this celebrated siege Lockhart commanded the British foot, with which ho 
cliarged and routed those of Spain. “ As to the siege of Dunkirk,” s.'iys lord 

" Tiiiirloe, v. 141. '' 'riiiiilu.', v. 120. Timiloe, v. 574. 

O' Histors, vii. :il2. 
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Fouconberg, ** by the little discourse I hare bad with the duke de Crequy, 
chevalier Grainmont, and otlien, 1 find they infinitely esteenie niy lord Lock- 
hart for his courage, care, and enduring the fatigue beyond all men they ever 
saw. These were their own words.” When the fortifications had yielded to 
his efforts, and those of his illustrious tuiadjutor Turenne, he found hiiiiseli: 
still perplexed by the interruptions of the French : that the possession of bo im- 
portant and long-hoped-for an acquisition should be left to foreigners, was 
humiliating ; and whatever respect they paid to Cromweirs government, these 
might at least indulge the privilege of preventing their assistance from being so 
ample as it appeared. Almost unassisted, Lockhart was compelled with his 
small array imiiiediately to put the place in a posture of defence, and complaining 
that he was forced to buy the very pallisades of the Fcrt-Uoyall ; otlieruayes 
the French, notwithstanding any order the king and c^rdinall can give, w'ould 
pull them out ; and not only burn them, but pull down the earlherii works in 
taking them out.”^“ 

After the siege Lockhart was visited by commissary JMandossi, a person who, 
under pretence of jiaying some debts which the Spanish army had incurred 
during the siege, acted as an emissary from the marquis of Caracine, privately 
to discover the extent to wiiicli Lockhart might countenance an immediate treaty 
as the avenue to a peace ; but the conquering general returned polite I'lml 
haughty answers to the hints laid before him. He was appointed governor of 
Dunkirk, an ofilce iti which he was enabled to disLinguibh himself for his reso- 
lution and consistency ; and he was employed ns pleniputentinry at the treaty 
of the Pyrenees. After the a<M'4!ssioii of liicliard Cromwell, and even during 
the uncertainty of the continuance of n protectoral government in England, Sir 
William Lockhart so far supported in his owif person the influence of the com- 
mon wealth, that the interference of the exiled prince was disregarded by both 
the foreign powers. After the peace, he visited lOngland, and met with Monk, 
whom he found still apparently intent on the continuation of the protectorate. 
Being thus lulled into set'urity, he returned to his foreign station, which he 
hardly reached when he heard ruiuours of the ai»proachiiig restoration of 
monarchy. When Monk first hinted that his exertions would be at the service 
of the king, and advised him speedily to quit Spain, lest his person might be 
seized as a hostage for the restoration of Dunkirk, Charles fled to Breda ; and 
Lockhart might at once have obtained pardon for all olfences, and the prospect 
of high promotion under the new order of things, if he would have acceded to 
a request (made with many flattering promises) to throw open to him tlie gates 
of Dunkirk. But the man who had said he would not be insulted even by a 
king, answered that he was trusted by the comtnon wealth, and could not be- 
tray il.” “ This scruple,” says Hume, “ though in the present emergence 
it approaches towards superstition, it is difiicult for us entirely to condemn 
hut tile elegant historian made the observation on the presumption that Lock- 
hart “ was nowise averse to the king's service.” — “ Whether this refusal,” says 
Clarendon, “ proceeded from the punctuality of his nature (for he was a man of 
parts and of honour), or from his jealousy for the garrison, that they would not 
be disposed by him, (for though he was exceedingly beloved and obeyed by 
them, yet they were all Englishiiien, and he had none of his own nation, which 
wag the iScottish, but in his own family ;) certain it is, that, at the same time 
that he refused to treat with the king, he refused to accept the great ofiers made 
to him by the cardinal, who had a high esteem of him, and ofiered to make 
him marshal of France, witli great appointments of pensions and other eiiiolu- 
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ments, if lie would deliver Dunkirk and Mardyke into the hands of France ; all 
which overtures he rejected ; so that his majesty had no place to resort to pre* 
ferable to Bi'eda.’’ After the termination of the period of excitement and 
energy in which he bore so active a part, little of interest remains to be told 
connected with the events of Lockhart’s life, lie was of course deprived of the 
government of Dunkirk, which was bestowed on Sir Edward Harley. Through 
the intercession of Middleton, he was suffered to return to Britain, and was in* 
Iroduced to Charles ; he then i*etired to Scotland, where he buried himself in 
retirement, and amused himself with teaching his fellow countrymen the Eng- 
lish methods of agriculture ; but, driven away by the prevailing ariarcdiy, he 
preferred a residence with the relations of his wife in Huntingdonshire. In 
1GG5, when a renewed struggle of the common wealth’s men was expected in 
Scotland, the busy spirits, who had dreamed of, rather than concocted the en- 
terprise, looked to the earl of Cassillis and Lockhart as the individuals who 
would probably become their leaders ; but, neitlier countenancing the advances 
which were cautiously made, the project fell for a period. In lG7i, he was 
brought to court by Lauderdale, and he showed no disinclination to be eiii> 
ployed, not so much,” says Burnet, out of ambition to rise, as from a de- 
sire to be safe, and to be no longer looked on .ns an enemy to the court.” But 
Charles seems to have considered him as one of his ** natural” enemies, ** for 
when a foreign minister,” continues Burnet, ‘Sasked the king leave to treat 
with him in his master’s name, the king consented, but with this severe redet> 
lion, that he believed he would be true to any body but liiniself.” — “ He was 
sent,” continues the same authority, to the courts of Brandenburg and 
Lunenburg, either to draw them into the alliance, or, if that could not be 
done, at least to secure them from all apprehensions. But in this he had no 
success. And indeed when he saw into what a negotiation lie was engaged, lie 
became very uneasy. For tbougli the blackest part of the secret was not 
trusted to him, as appeared to me by the instructions wliicli 1 read after bis 
death, yet he saw whither things were going; and that ailected him so deejily, 
that it was believed to have contributed not a little to the Iniiguishing be soon 
fell into, w’liicli ended in his death two years after. This event took place on 
the 20lh March, 1G75, a year after the death of his father. Noble has told us 
that his death was attributed to the alternate causes of “ a poisoned glove,” and 
disgust at the macliinalions betwixt Charles and Louis, of which be had been 
the unconscious insirunient. “ 1 have ever looked on him,” says Burnet, “ as 
the greatest man that his country produced in this age, next to Sir Uobert 
Murray.” 

LOGAN, (iKoiujE, cbieliy celebrated as the controversial opptmeiit of Buddi- 
iiian, was born in the year 1G78, and is supposed to have been the son of 
(ieoi’ge Logan, a descendant of the family of J^ogan of Logan, in Ayrshire, who 
niak*ried Miss Ciinniiigbam, a daughter of the clergyman of Old Cumnock, and 
sister to Mr Alexander Cuiiningham, professor of civil law in the university of 
Edinburgli, towards the latter end of the 18th century.^-’ (icorge Logan was 
educated at the university of Glasgow, of which he entered the Greek class in 
1G93, and became a master of arts in 1G96. Being destined for the church, 
he was licensed os a preacher by the presbytery of Glasgow about the year 
1702, and on the 7th of April, 1707, he was ordained a minister by the same 
presbytery, in pursuance of'a popular call to the parish of Lauder, the ministry 
of which be obtained in preference to two other candidates, Mr Stephen Oliver 
and Mr George Hall. He remained at Lauder until the 22nd January, 17il), 


Clarendun ut sup. 
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^vhen, in consequence of another call^ i%1iich was unanimous on llie part of tlie 
parishioners, he uas appointed to the ministry of Sprouston, in the presbytery 
of Kelso. A second time inducements were held forth, which prompted him to 
change his sphere of duty, and on the 22nd January, 1722, he was inducted as 
minister of Dunbar. Here he man'icd his iirst wife, the sister of Sir Alexander 
Home of Eccles in the Merse, a lady who left him a son and daughter, both of 
whom survived him. His ministry appears to have secured much popularity, for ad- 
vancement was again held fortli to him; and on the 14tli December, 1732, he was 
admitted one of the ministers of Edinburgh. He whose fame and fortune had 
been so much advanced by the popular voit», now published a treatise “ On the 
Itight of Electing Ministers,'^ and it may safely be presumed, tiiat the liberal 
opinions thus commenced and continued through the rest of his life, were at 
least fostered by tiie iniluetice which the exercise of a popular right had produc- 
ed on his own fortune. It is probable that this tract was published just before 
Ins appointment to the charge in Edinburgh, being dated in the same year. 
When the act for bringing to punishment Uiose connected with llie Eorteoiis 
mob, in 173(5, was ordered to be read in all the cluirclies, on the last Sunday 
of every month during a year, “ all the ministers,’' says Mr Chalmers, rather 
enigmatically, “ did not think with Logan that the will of the legislature ought, 
on this occ,asion, to be obeyed. And he was carried, by the activity of his tem- 
per, into a contest, in 1737, with the late Dr Alexander Webster, one of the 
ministers of J^idinburgh, on the propriety of refusing obedience to an n<'t of 
parliament, in a point wherein it is not easy to perceive bow either conscience 
or religion could be concerned.” On the 8th of May, 1740, Logan was ap 
pointed moderator of the general assembly. During llie occupation of Edin- 
burgh by the Highlanders, in 1745, Logan, in common with most of the 
other ministers of liklinbiirgh, thought it prudent to secure his personal safety 
by quitting the town. His liousc, being near the weigh-house, where the High- 
landers had a guard to prevent communication between the city and castle, w'as 
occupied by them ns a guard-house. After their retireiiieiii, he inserted in the 
newspapers an advertisement for the recovery of some articles abstracted by iiis 
late guests, a document containing iriore satire upon the tory party tlian his po- 
litical pamphlets. His controversy with liuddimaii originated in tlie edition of 
liiichanan’s works, edited by that eminent scholar in 1715. He had become a 
member of a society of critics, whose ostensible purpose was to rescue the me- 
mory of Buchanan from the prejudicial opinions of his editor, but whose labours, 
though they appear to have reached a considei’able extent of matter, were never 
published. In 1740, Logan published A Treatise on Government: showing 
that the right of the kings of Scotland to the crown was not strictly and abso- 
lutely hereditary;” and, in 1747, he subjoined ‘‘ A Second 'I'reatise on Govern- 
ment, showing that the right to the crown of Scotland was not hereditary in the 
sense of Jacobites.” I'he iirst answer he received was in an anonymous letter, 
written in a spirit of airy ridicule, and in July, 1747, appeared the graver discus- 
sion of the grounds of his opinions by Biiddiman. Logan, in company with many 
men who have supported liberal and enlightened political sentiments, had the 
misfortune to be more anxious to establish them on historical precedent, than 
on their native merits, and the history of Scotland was peculiarly barren in as- 
certained facts for such a purpose. 11 is principles appear to have been some- 
what akin to those of (xrotius, which admitted nothing in hereditary right but 
a continuation to the descendants of the permission given to their ancestor to 
govern. To show that the crown of Scotland did not descend through the 
Stewarts in a pure legitimate stream, he discussed the well-known subject of the 
legitimacy of Robert 111., and iiie question, certainly at one time debuteable, 
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wlielher the Trctender was or was not the sc»n nf James II. TJie former of 
these points has now been pretty saiisfar.torily establislied by the labours of 
limes, Hay, Stewart, and Kuddinian, and the latter is no longer a matter of 
doubL But Logan is accused of having gone to other and more frail sources ; 
a fabulous list of kings had been added tc» the number of the tenants of tbt^ 
Scottish throne, by Boece and the other early chroniclers. Buchanan, if he did 
not know the list to be fabricated, knew the circunistaniHiS of the lives of these 
persons to rest on so unstable a foundation, that he found himself enabled to 
twist their cJiaracters to his theories. On the events connected with the reigns of 
these persons, Logan likewise comnieiits ; but alter htiving done so, turning to 
the writings of Iniies and Stilliiigfleet, he remarked — “ But I shall be so good 
f*is to yield it to Lloyd, Stillingileet, and limes : but then let our Scottish Jaco- 
bites and the young chevalier give over their boasting of hereditary suc.cessioii 
by a longer race of kings in Scotland than in any kingdom in the known 
world.’' ^ Uuddiman employed his usual labour in clearing the questions about 
Bobert 111. and the birth of the rrcteiider ; but in another point — the wish to 
prove that Bobert the Bruce was a nearer heir to the Scottish <*rown by feudal 
iisiiges than .lolin Baliol — he failed. ('Jialmers, who can see neither talent nor 
honesty in Logan, and no defect in Bnddiman, observes, that it required not, 
indeed, the vigour of Buddiiuan to overthrow' the weakness of liOgan, who laid 
the I'oundatioiis of the government which he adected, either on the wild fables 
of Boece, or on the more despicable fallacies of Buchanan;” but the fables, 
whlcii were satirically noticed by Logan, were subjects of serious consideration 
to the grave critic. Bmldiman brings against his opponent the charge, fre- 
quently made on such occasions, of despising dominions, speaking evil of 
liignities, and throwing out railing ncciisations against kings, though the anJi- 
angel Michael durst not bring one against the dciil himself, whom our author, 

I hope, will allow to he worse than the worst of our kiiigs,”*^ 'ibis was, at 
least, ill some degree, complimentary to Logan, and the critic, proceeding, 
tries to preserve, for the ancestors of Charles 11., both their Jengtli of line and 
their virtues, and is anxious to sliow that, at least, smdi asmnnot be easily saved 
irom the censures of Biicliaiiaii and Logan, were not lineal ancestors of the 
great Charles 11. In point of philosophy, Buddimaii’s work (utimol well be 
compared with the several paiiiplilets of Lognn, although even the arguments of 
the latter against divine right, would iiow' be considered too serious find uncalled 
for, by any power of defeiic,e. The ditrerciit pamphlets will be found accurate- 
ly eiMimeraled in (JiahneiVs Life of Buddimaii.” Logan was the more restle.^s 
and determined of the two, and continued his attacks unlil 174!), when botii 
liad reached a period of iii'e fitted for more peai^ful pursuits. Logan died at 
Edinburgh on tlie loth of October, 1755, in the seventy-seventh year of his 
age, 

LOGAN, John, a jioet and sermon-writer of no mean eminence, was born in 
the year 1648, at Souira, in the parish of Fala, in the county of Mid-Lothian, 
being the son of George Logan, a small farmer at that place, of the dissenting 
persuasion. He received the elements of learning at the school of fxosford, in 
East-Lotliian, to which parish his father removed during his childhood. Being 
the younger of two sons, he was early <lesiined to the clerical profession, accord- 
ing to a custom not yet abrogated in families of the humbler rank in Scotland. 
At the university of Edinburgh, he formed an acquaintance with the unfortunate 
Michael Bruce, and also with Dr llobcrtson, afterwards minister of Daliiieiiy, 
and known as author of a Life of Mary queen of Scots. In the society of tl.e 
former individual, he cullivuled poetical reading and composition, being fondebt, 

2 First Treatise, 50. Rudtlimiiii’s Answer, 27. 
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as might be supposed from the character of his own efforts, of the writings of 
Spencer, Collins, Akenside, and Cray, the three last of whom bear so honoura- 
ble a distinction from the cold and epigrammatic manner of their contemporaries. 
During one of the recesses of the college, while residing in the country, he be- 
came known to Patrick lord l^Uibank, who, with his usual enthusiasm in favour 
of genius of every kind, warmly patronized him. 

On completing his education, Logan was received as tutor into the house of 
Mr Sinclair of Ulbster, and thus became the preceptor of the present vener- 
able author of the Code of Agriculture. He did not long retain ibis situation, in 
which he was succeeded by his friend Kobertson. In 1770, he superinteruled 
the publication of the first edition of the poems of Bruce, who bad died three 
years before. 'Flic volume professedly contained a few supplementary pieces l>y 
<»ther writers, and of tliese Lfigati was himself the priiuupal autlior. 'i'he best 
of his contributions was the Ode to the Cuckoo, which, notwithstanding the ob- 
vious fault of a want of connevion between the various parts of various stanzas, 
is still one of the most popular poems in the langjuige. 

In 1773, Logan was licensed as a preacher by the presbytery of Edinburgh, 
thus joining the ranks of the established, instead of the dissenting church. He 
soon became known as an eloquent and affecting preacher, and in the same 
year was (!alled by the kirk-scssion and incorporations of Soiitli Leith, to he 
their minister ; a situation always considered as one of the most honourable in 
the church of Scotland, and which had just been vacated by another man of 
genius. Dr Henry Hunter, wliose life has been given in the present work. Here 
he coi^tiniied to cultivate literature with devoted ardour, though it was not till 
1781, that he thought proper to publish any poetry under his own name. Among 
the studies of Dr Logan, history was one of those in which ho most delighted. 
In the winter of 1779, he delivered a cotirse of lertuivs on the IMiilosophy of 
History, in St 3Iary’s chapel, Edinburgh, under the countenance and appr<>- 
bation of Drs Kobertson, Blair, Ferguson, and other eminent persons connected 
with the university. So siii'^^essful was he in these exhibitions, that, on the 
chair of universal history becoming vacant in 178t>, he w^ould unqtiestionably 
have obtained it, if lie had possessed the incidental qualification of being a 
member of the Scottish bar. In the succeeding year, he published an analysis 
of his lectures, so far as they related to ancient history, under the title of “ 
ments of the Philosophy of History,” which was followed by one of the lectures 
“On the Manners and Government of Asia.” His ptieins, published in 17ol, 
attracted so much attention, that a second edititin was called lor next year. In 
this collection, he reprinted several of the pieces which he had formerly given 
to the world, along with those of Michael Bruce. A painful charge rests against 
his memory, reg;irding the real authorship of some of those pieces, and also re- 
specting the use he made of a copious manuscript of Bruce’s poetry, intrusted to 
him after the publii^tion of the lirst volume. Into this controversy, which is 
fully stated in Anderson’s edition of the British Poets, we deem it unnecessary, 
in the '.present state of the literary reputation of both men, to enter ; but we 
state, as a fact not formerly known to the biographers of l^ogan, that he assert- 
ed his innocence in a very decided manner, after his removal to London, by 
ordering an Edinburgh agent to take out an interdict against an edition of 
Bruce’s poems, in which several of his own pieces had been appropriated, under 
the supposition of their belonging to that poet 

Undeterred by the fate of Home, Logan produced a tragedy in 1783. It 
was entitled “ Kunnimede,” and aimed at combining the history of Magna 
(yViarta with a love-story said to be expressly borrowed from the l^ancrede of 
Voltaire. Kunnimede was rehearsed by Mr llarris at Govent Garden theatre^ 
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but; prevented from being’ acted by an order from the chaniberJain, who, in the 
recent feeling of the American war of inde])eiidence, took alarm at several of 
the breathings in favour of liberty. Logan then printed it, and had it acted in 
the Edinburgh theatre ; but in neither form did it meet with decided success. 
'I'his, with (»ther disappointments, preyed upon the spirits of the poet, and he 
now betook himself to the most vulgar and tatal means of neutralizing grief. It 
is to be always kept in mind, that his father had died in a state of insanity, the 
conse€]Uciice of depressed spirits. Hence it is to be presumed, that the aberra* 
tions of the unhappy poet had some palliative in constitutional tendtuicies. From 
whatever source they arose, it was soon found necessary that he should resign the 
charge of the jiopulous parish with which he had been intrusted.* An agree- 
ment to this jmrpose was completed between him and the kirk-session, in 1780, 
and he retired uilli a certain modicum of the stipend, while Mr Dickson was 
ajipoiiited his assistant and successor. 

Ill the autumn of the preceiliiig year, Logan had ]»roceedcd to Jiondon, ap- 
parently with the design of devoting himself entirely to literature. He was 
engaged in the man.'igeinent of the English ileview, and compiled a view of 
aiKuent history, which passed under the name of Dr Rutherford. In 1788, he 
jmblished an anonymous pamplilet, entitled A review of the principal charges 
against Mr Hastings wliicli, being construed into a breach of the privileges of 
the house of coimiions, caused a prosecution of the publisher, Stockdale, who, 
however, was acijuitted. I'his was the last production he gave to the world. 
After a lingering indisposition, he died in London, December 28, 1788, about 
forty years of age. 

Dr L<»gaii destined legacies to the amount of £(>00 to certain of his friends 
and relations, to be realized out of his books and manuscripts. J'he latter con- 
sisted of sermons, miscellaneous prose pieces, lectures, and a few small lyrical 
poems. In 1790, tlie iirst volume of the sermons was published, under the 
superintendence of Drs Robertson, Hardy, and Hlair. Tiie scciotid volume ap- 
peared ill the following year; and, before the end of 1793, both volumes had 
undergone a second impression. None of his other posthumous works have been 
published. 

Excejil in the latter part of iiis life, when rendered irritable and sottish by 
the results oi' his constituiionnl temperament, Dr Logan is allowed to liave been 
a 1111*111 of the most amiable character, full of roiiiied sensibility, and free from 
all mean vices. Of bis poetry, wliicli lias been several times reprinted in the 
mass, it is no small praise to say that it advances before the age in wliicli it was 
written, having more of the free natural grai;es which characterize inodeiii 
verse, than the productions of most of his contemporaries. It is also character- 
ized in many instances by singularly happy expressions, as it is in general by 
exlreine sweetness of versilicalion. His Ode to the (Juckoo and his liymiis, are 
the pieces whicli may be expected to last longest. A selection from the latter, 
omitting portions of some of those chosen, has been embodied in the volume of 
paraphrases, sanclioiied by tlie church of Scotland as an addition to the psalmo- 
dy. 'riie sermons of Logan,” says his earliest biographer. Dr Anderson, 

though not so cxipiisitoly ]>oiished as those of Rlair, possess in a higher de- 
gree the animated and passionate expression of Massillon and Attorbury. His 

‘ All agod parishioner of Dr Log.iii, mentioned to a fii« iid of the (dhor of this work, that 
lie was present in cliureh one day, wlieii the conduet of the reverend gentleman was such as 
to induee an old iiuiii to go up, aiul, in no very respectful language, «ill upon the minister to 
descend from the pulpit whieh he tlihgraced. Such an anecdote, if read immediately after 
perusing one of the elegant diseourses of liogaii, would form a siugiilar i 11 usi ration of the 
propinquity which soinetimc'a i>ists ht tween the pure aiul impure, the loft) and the degrad- 
ed, in iiiiinnn character. 
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composiiioii is everywhere excellent — its leading cliaraoterislics being strength, 
elegance, and simplicity. 'I'lic i<»ririatioii of his sentences appears the most in- 
artificial ; though at the same Lime, it will be found, strictly correct. But the 
uiaiiiier, amidst all its beauties, is, on the first perusal, lost in the enjoyment the 
reader feels from the sentiment. Devotional and solemn subjects peculiarly ao 
cord with his feelings and genius. In exhibiting deep and solemn views of 
buinaii life, liis sentiments are bold and varied, and his imagination teems with 
the most sootiiing and elevated figures. * ♦ It appears to have been no part 

of his plan to seek out for new subjects of preaching, or to exert his ingenuity 
in exhibiting new views of moral ami religious topics. 'L'o embellish the most 
common subjects, wliich are certainly the most proper and useful, with new or- 
naments ; to persuade by more forcible and captivating illustration ; to unite the 
beauties of elegant diction, and the 8]dendour of fine iiungery ; in this lay his 
chief exertions, and here rests his chief praise.” 

LOTHIAN, (Dr) William, r’.H.S.I*]., author of a History of the United Fro- 
vinces of the Netherlands, was born at Kdinburgli in 174.0, being the son of 
jMr Oeorge Lothian, a respectable surgeon in that city. Having juisscd through 
the various stages of his education with some ceJat, he was licensed ns a 
preacher of the gospel in 17(i2, and appointed, in 1704, one of the ministers 
t»f the Canongate. As a preaclior bis method of instruction was simple and per- 
spicuous, liis sentiments rational and manly, and bis manner iinafrected and per- 
suasive. h'or many years before bis ileatli lie was atllicted with a very painful 
disease; yet he not only performed liis professional duties with unabated zeal, 
]>!it found energy .and spirit to compose the work above-mentioned, which ap- 
pearml in 1780. I’rcviously to this publication lie had been lioiioured by the 
cdinliiirgh university with the degree of doctor of divinity. Ho .died Deconi- 
ber 17, 1783, having only coiupieted the forty-third year of his age. Two 
sermons by him are published in the Scotch I’roaclier, 4 vols. I 2mo, 177(1. For 
a more copious notice of this respectable divine, reference may be made to the 
first volume of the 'J'raiisai tions of the Hoyal Society of Edinburgh. 

liOVE, JoHv, a controversial criiic of celebrity, was born at Duiiib.arton in 
1()95.^ He v«as the son of .luliti Love, a bookseller, who, as (Jlialiiiers indis- 
putably reriLarks, “ like gre.atcr dealers in greater towns, supplied liis ciisiomeis 
with such books as their taste required.” The son was educated at the gr.ani- 
iiiar school of Dumh.arton, and tlic university of (ilasgow. Having finished his 
studies, he became assistant or usher to liis old mnsLer IMr David 1\F Alpine, .and 
in 1720, succeeded liiuj in his humble duty. On the 17th October, 1721, lie 
married lUizabelh, daughter of Mr Archibald Gampbtdl, a surgeon of (ilasgow, 
who h,ad been one of the baillies of that city. By her ho had thirteen children, 
two of whom, a clergyman and an officer in the navy, were alive when (’lial- 
mei's wrote his Life of iluddiiiiau. In 1733, Mr Love entered the field of 
controversy by pubJisiiiiig “ Animadversions on the Latin (iraiiiiiinr Lately pub- 
lished by Mr liobert Trotter, schoolmaster of Dumfries,” a production chielly 
tiesigned for the purpose of defending Kuddinian, whose grammar h.ad been re- 
tlected on by 'I'rolter. “ lake Buddiinan,” 8.Ty8 (^halinei’S very ajitly, “ Love 
seems to have delighted in ni.arri.age, or like him, to have been driven to coii- 
iiubi.al connexions, by his scLolnstic business, which required female superiti- 
tendance.” Accordingly, in pursuance of the disposition so aptly associated 
with his iiniiic, he m.arried in 1741, for his second wife, (files, the youngest 
daughter of the reverend Mr .lames i*]lphiiiston, minister of Dalkeith, who had 
died in 1710. liove w'as subjected, it would appear, at one period of bis life 
to a species of religious persecution, on an accusation ol brewing on Sunday, 
‘ ChalUiU&'s Kudiliaiae, I.’jO. 
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preferred before the cliurcli judicatories by Mr Sjdaerf, iiiiiiisler of Dumbarton, 

who/’ says Chalmers, ** after a judicial trial, w;i8 oblig^ed to make a public 
apology, for having nuiliciously accused calumniated innocence/’ In October, 
17^5, he was appointed one of the masters of the high school of Edinburgh, 
and ill 1737, with the assistance of Kuddiiiian and llobert Hunter, he edited a 
very liandsume edition of llie 'rraiislatioii of the Psalms of Buchanan, which at- 
tracted the notice of the duke of Huccieuch, and obtained fur tlieeilitor in 173 9 
the rectorship of the grammar school of Dalkeith ; a situation wliich has for a 
Jong period been deemed of considerable importance, and very ably filled, but 
whicdi would not now be considered an advancement from that which Love 
]»reviously en joyed, lii the following year he engaged in the controversy about 
tile respective merits of Johnston and Biicbaiian as translators of the I’salnis, 
know'll by the name of Bellum (iraimiiaticale, and already referred to in our 
memoir of j\rt,liur Johnston. He was of course the supporter of the work lie 
had edited. “ 'file coinpiests which Jjove had made over Trotter and Lauder,” 
says (Jialmers, “probably gave liim a fondness for controversy.” In 1749, 
be piiblisliod “ A N'indicatioii of Mr (ieorge Pmchanaii,” a work levelled at the 
imputations ot‘ Camden on the one part, and the retleclioiis of Kiiddiiiian, his 
former friend, on the other. It says much liw the candour of Ijove, tliat (Jial- 
mers allows him to have been actuated by “ honest zeal.” The chief* bubje<‘t of 
discussion was the alleged peiiilcnce of Buchanan on Itis deathbed, on account 
of his attacks on the eJiaracter of ijueen Mary. In July, 174!), in his old age, 
Uudiliman published an answer, termed “ Animadversions on a late pamphlet, 
eiiJitled A Vindication of Mr (ieorge Buchanan.” J he venerable gramiiiariaii 
survived his opponent, who died on the 20tli Septemlier, 1750, at the age of 
fifi}-five. Chiilmers admits that he was certainly an eminent scholar, an ex- 
cellent teacher, and a good man.” 

jjjW, (iKoiioK, an iiigetiious natiiralisl, was born at Edzel in J'oriarshire, 
ill the year J7i(j. He was ednciited at the universities of Aberdeen and iSt 
Andrews, and afterwards was tutm* in the family of Mr (^rubam at Stromiiess 
ill Orkney. During his residence at this place, Mr (afterwards Sir Joseph) 
Baniisi and Dr Solander arrived at the island, on their return from the last 
voyage of discovery, in which captain Cook lost his life ; and Mr I.ow', having 
actjuired a taste for natural history, was imich noticed by these distinguished 
philosophers, and was requested to aiuumipany them in Iheir excursions through 
the Orkneys, and also to the Shetland islands, wliicJi he accurdingiy did. 

In 1774, he was ordained to the miiiislerial charge of the parish of Birsay 
and Star.'iy, on tlie mainland of Orkney, to wliich he devoted the remainder of 
his lii'e, employing his leisure in the study of nature. Considering the disad- 
vantages of his situation, his success was highly creditable. Sir Joseph Maiiks, 
with Ins accustomed zeal for the promotion of science, iiitri»diiccd him to Mr 
Pennant, by whose advice lie engaged to undertake a Fauna Orcadensis,” and 
a “ i''lora Orcadensis.” Before these works could be gi\en to the world, he 
died, in 1795. The 31SS. oi tlie former work, with his zoological collections, 
and the manuscript of a translation of Torfnms’s History of Orkney, executed 
by Mr Low, came into the possession of Mr (ieorge Palon, the eminent anti- 
quary, at wliosc decease they were sold to ditrereiit persons. The ** Eauiia” was 
published in 1813, 4to, by V/. i'\ Leach, M.l)., K.L.S., and forms a very in- 
teresting addition to the natural history of the British Islands. The “ Flora ” 
has not been discovered. A tour through Orkney and iSheiland, contaiiiir.g 
Jiiiits relative to their ancient, modern, and natural liistory, was also prepared 
for the press by this indubtrious individual, but, owing to bis premature death, 
was never published. 
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LOWE, John, a poet of considerable celebrity, tbougb the author of only 
one small lyrical piece which has acquired popularity, was born at Keiiiiiore in 
the stewartry of Kircudbright, in the year 17 50. His father was gardener to 
Mr Gordon of Kenmore, son of the unfortunate viscount Keniiiore ; and young 
Lowe was reared to the business of a counti*y weaver. Having, however, a 
strong desire of rising above his native lot, he littod himself by his cnvn exer- 
tions for entering an academical career at the university of J^dinburgh, where 
his expenses were chielly defrayed, it is said, by friends %\hum he liad secured 
by his agreeable character and evident talents. Wliile pursuing the study of 
divinity, he was engaged as fiuiiily tutor by a country gentleman of liis native 
district, Mr M^lirhie of Airds. 'J'he residence of this gentleman, as partly im- 
plied by its Celtic appellation, was situate on a piece of lofty and picturesque 
ground, at the confluence of the Dee with the long narrow lake, in which the 
Ken meets with that river. Lowe, already addicted to versiliiiation, rejoi<jed 
w'ith a poet's ardour in the beautiful scenery of the Airds, amidst which he <;on- 
structed an arbour still called Lowe’s Seat." He here composed a consider- 
able number of poems, fragmenls of wliicli are still recollei'Aed in tlie district ; 
and here also he bec^ame attached to one of the heaiitifiil daughters of his em- 
ployer, who, it is to be supposed, must have materially added to the inspiring 
powers of the scenery. His happy lyric, entilkul “ iMary’s Dream,” hut for 
which, in all probability, lie never would have been heard of heymid his native 
district, was wTitten at the Ainls, in refcreiu*,e to tiie death of a gentleman 
named Miller, a surgeon at sea, who was attached to the sister of his own mis- 
tress, and perished in the manner described in the poem. 

It is not <;ertairi that Lowe, though he seems to have completed his tiie<»logi- 
cal studies, ever berime a licentiate of the Scottish church. In 1773, he was 
induced to proceed to America, In order to hccoiuc family tutor to a brother ot‘ 
the illustrious Washington. He suhseqiicntly set up a hoarding academy at 
h'redericksburg in Virginia, which succeeded for a time, but afterwards 
failed. Defore leaving Scotland, he had interejianged pledges of mutual love 
with Miss MMvliie, and it was understuml that their iiiarriage should take place 
as soon os he sliould he properly settled in life. I’he lajise of years — distance — 
hopelessness, perhaps, of ever reaching the nec.essary degree c»f fortune, and 
not impossibly the intervention of seven yeai-s of war between the two countries, 
conspired to annul this engagement ; and the parties eventually married dif- 
ferent individuals in their respective countries. Lowe is charged by his bio- 
graphers with glaring infidelity to his promise ; hut the case is k>o obscurely re- 
lated, to enable us to join in the censure which he has thus incurred. The 
fondest lovers, when divided by lime and spac.e from eac.h other, will hardly he 
able to maintain their flume : as love is often at first the result of exclusive in- 
tercourse, so is it apt to expire when the parties cease for a length of time to 
enjoy that intercourse, or become exposed to a wider range of society. We 
are far from implying that a breach of youthful vows is justifiable on any prin- 
ciple ; but yet when we see a young female hind heixelf up to a person who 
has no imniediate prospect of being able to make her his wife, and who, per- 
haps, before that event, has to spend a long time in a distant land, where his 
very character is exposed to a radical change, we cannot help j»erceiving that 
such a woman perils her happiness upon a point in huiiian nature, and a series 
of contingencies, where the chances are greatly against her, and therefore is not 
entitled to throw tlie whole blame of licr misfortune, shorild it arrive, upon one 
who is simply, perhaps, the partner of her early iniprudence. Jic»we eventually 
paid his addres8(*8 to fi. Virginian lady, who rejected them, hut whose sister had 
conceived for him a violent alfecliun, and whom he afierwards married, from a 
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seniiliicitt, as lie expresses it, of gratitude. At wliai time ibis took platre has 
not been stated by bis biographer but it is impossible, from the account given 
by that individual, to resist the impression tliat it was almost half a lifetime af- 
ter his engagement at the Airds. His wife proved totally unworthy of his af- 
fections, and, by driving him for relief to the bottle, caused his death under the 
most iiiiscrabJe circumstances about the year 17U8. "riiis succession of events 
appears from Mr Ciillespie's narrative, to have been rapid : hence it is allowable 
to conjecture, that at least twenty years must have elapsed between his parting 
with Miss MMjihie, and his unhappy union to another. lt‘ such was the case, 
we can hardly see how the most ardent impressions of youth e.oiild have been 
maintained at such a distance, and under the continued depression of circum- 
stances on the part of the geiitleiitaii, which is acknowledged by the bio- 
grapher, and which must hate tended so much to make sick the hearts of both 
parlies. 

A letter from Virginia from an early friend of the poet, gave the following 
particulars respecting his death : — ** That perceiving his end drawing near, and 
wishing to die in pea<‘.e, away from liis own wretched walls, he mounted a sorry 
palfrey, and rode some distan<‘.e to the house of a friend. So nmcli was he de- 
bilitated that st^arccly could he alight in the court and walk into the house. 
Afterwards, however, he rewived a little, and enjoyed some hours of that 
vivacity which was ]>eculiar to him. ihit this was but the last faint gleams of a 
setting siiij ; for on the third day after his arrival at the house of his friend, he 
breathed his last. He now lies buried near bVedericksbiirg, under the shade 
of two palm trees ; but not a stone is there on which to write, * Mary, weep no 
more for me.’ ” 

The wretciicd woman to whom he iiad been united made no inquiries after 
her husband for more than a month afterwards, when she sent for his horse, 
which had been previously sold to defray the expenses of the funeral. 

Lowe is said to have been a very liaiidsome man, of (piick and lively appre- 
hension, and very agreeable as a companion. His reputation as a poet has the 
strange jieculiarily of resting on one small ballad. 'I hut, however, has melody, 
pathos, and imagery, of no coiiiiiiun ci»aracter, and will probably be always 
reckoned among the happiest small pieces in the haiglish language. Some 
iVagineiits of his other cAiniposilions are given in (>roinec7s ileiiiaiiis ; but they 
do not rise one step above the cold second-rate pastoral epics of the period. 


M 


MACDIAIIMID, John, a miscellaneous writer, was born in the year 1771). 
lie was the son of the liov. Mr Macdiarinid, minister of Weem, in Perthshire. 
After studying at the universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews, and acting for 
some time as tutor to a gentleman’s family, he proceeded, in 1801, to London, 
for the purpose of prosecuting a literary career. He soon obtained lucrative 
employment as a writer in periodical works, and became editor of the St James* 
Chronicle, a newspaper in which some of the first scholars and wits of the last 
seventy years have employed their pens. On the renewal of the war with 
France, in 1802-3, the attention of Mr Macdiarinid was attracted to the system 
of national defence which had been adopted, and he forsook his other empioy- 

^ The Rev. Mr Gillespie, minister of Kelso, in Cromc(fs Uemains of NiUisdalc and Gal- 
loway Sung. 
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iiients to dei'ote himself to a. work of a very elaborate character^ which appeared 
in 1H03, in two volumes 8vo, under the title of “ An Inquiry into the System of 
Military Defence of Great JJritain.” lie aimed at exposing the defects of the 
volunteer system, as. well as of all temporary expedients, and asserted the supe- 
riority of a regular army. His next work was an Inquiry into the Nature of 
Civil and Military Subordination,” IS04, 8vo, perhaps the fullest disquisition 
which the subject , has received. Hcing thus favourably introduced to public 
notice as a general writer, he began to aim at higher objects, but, it would 
appear, without properly calculating his own pliysiciil ca]»abilities. Mr D’lsraeli, 
who saw him at this^time, and who had afterwards the melancholy task of intro- 
ducing his case into tlie work r^alled “ 'fhe Calamities of Authors,” describes 
him as “ of a tender frame, emaciated, and study-worn, with hollow eyes, where 
ihe mind dimly shone, like a lamp in a tomb. Willi keen ardour,” says the 
historian of literary disaster, he opened a new plan of biographical politicos. 
W'^hen, by one who wislied the author and his style were in better condition, 
the dangers of excess in study were brought to his recollection, he smiled, and, 
with something of a mysterious air, talked of unalterable <;onlidence in the 
powers (»f his mind — of tlic indeliiiite improvement in our faculties ; and althoiigli 
his frame w'as not athletic., he considered himself capable of trying it to tin* 
extremity. ITis whole life, indeed, w'as one melancholy trial : often ihe day 
passed cheerfully without its meal, but never without its page.” l-^nder the 
iiiqmlse of this incoiitrollable enthusiasm, Mr Macdiariiiiil composed his 
** laves of Hrilish Statesmen,’^ beginning with Sir 'J’liomas 31ore. h’or the 
publication, be was indebted to a friend, who, when the author could not readily 
procure a piihlisber, could not see even llie dying aiitlior's last hopes disap- 
pointed. 'I'lie work lias obtained a reputation of no mean order. “ Some 
research and reflection,'’ says Mr U’Israeli, are combined in ibis literary and 
civil history of the sixteeiiili and seventeenth centuries.” — “ 'J’he stylo,” 
according to anotlier critic, ** is perspicuous and miaflected ; authorities are 
quoted for every statement of consequence, and a variety of curious information 
is extracted from voluminous records, and brought for the first time into public 
view'. His political speculations were always temperate and liberal. He w'as 
indeed in all respects qualified for a work of ibis description, by great power 
of research and equal inipartialily.” 'I’lie poor author was destined to enjoy, 
for a short time only, the approbation with which his work was rcc.eived. His 
health sustained, in November, 1807, an irreparable blow by a paralytic stroke; 
and a second r.ttack in h'ebruary, 1808, proved fatal, April 7. 

BIACDONALD, Andukw, a dramatic and miscellaneous writer, was born about 
the year 1755. His father, George Donald, was by profession a gardener, and 
resided at the foot of tlie broad way which connects Leith with Edinburgh, 
called Leith Walk ; the place .also of young Macdonald’s nativity. 

The subject of this memoir received the early part of his eduction at Leith, 
and went through the usual initiatory course of classit^al learning in the gram- 
mar school of that town. Having exhibited early indications of superior parts, 
his parents and friends entertained the most sanguine hopes of his success in 
the world, and especially anticipated his attaining emineii<;e in literature. With 
a view to his becoming a minister of the Scottish episcopal communion, in which 
he was born and educated, they entered him a student in the university of Edin- 
burgh, where he remained till 1775, when he was put into deacon’s orders by 
bishop Forbes of Leith, who bec>ame also liis chief patron. On this occasion, 
at the bishop’s recommendation lie prefixed the syllable Mac tci his name, Ihotigli 
for what reason is not stated. 

Although now invested with the clerical character, there was yet no vacant 
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living for him; but through the interest of his patron, tlie worthy divine just 
named, he procured the appointment of preceptor in the family of Mr Oliphant 
of Gask, ns a temporary employment and means of support, until a vacancy in 
the church should present itself. In this situation he remained about a year, 
when he was chosen pastor of the episcopal congregation at (xlasgow, in room 
of Mr Wood, who had gone to St Petersburg. His appointment took place in 
the year 1777. His patron, bishop Forbes, having in the mean time died, be 
was pul int(» priesfs orders by bishop Falconer. Although much addicted to 
literary pursuits, Macdonald made no public appearance .as an author for live 
years after this period, when he made a debut in the cJiaracter of a poet, by 
publishing a poem, or rather part of a poem, entitled “ Velina, a Poetical 
Fragment.’’ Neither this work, nor a novel which he subsequently published 
under the title of the Independent,” met with any remarkable degree of 
success. He therefore resolved to try his talents in dramatic composition ; 
and his first effort was the tragedy of Vimonda, which was brought out at 
the Edinburgh theatre royal, for the benefit of Mr Wood, with a prologue 
by Henry Ma<;kenzie, and was received with marked applause hy the public, 
though, like all the other works of its unfortunate author, it is now sc^arcely 
known to exist 

In the mean tiine, Macdonald, who still resided at fxlasgow, was making but 
little progress in worldly prosperity. 1 1 is fortunes, notwithstanding the success of 
his play, which does not seem to have yet yielded him any <;nn8iderable pecuni> 
ary remuneration, were rather retrograding than advancing. The episcopal 
church of Scotland was at this period in a very depressed state. The old 
members were fast dying out, and there were none to replace them. The result 
was that Macdonahrs congregation was speedily reduced to a number so trifling, 
that he could no longer live by his charge. Thus situated, he resolved on re- 
signing it; and as m* better prospects presented tbeniselves elsewhere in the 
Scottish episcopal church, he denuded himself altogether of his ecclesiastical 
fiiiictions, and finally threw aside even the outward sign of his calling, the 
clerical dress, and became at all points entirely secularized. On throwing uj> 
his ministry, he c^nie to Edinburgh, with, it would seem, pretty confident 
hopes of being able to make a living by his pen ; an idea in which he was en- 
couraged by the success of his tragedy. He had, however, before leaving 
Glasgow, taken a step which his friends thought fit to consider as at onc.e im- 
prudent and degrading. This was his marrying the maid servant of the house 
in which he had lodged. His reception, therefore, on his return to Edinburgh, 
from these friends and those of his acquaintances who participated in their feel- 
ings on the subject of his marriage, had much in it to annoy and distress him, 
although no charge could be brought against the humble partner of his fortune, 
but the meanness of her condition. Whatever question, however, might have 
been made of the prudence or imprudence of his matrimonial connexion, there 
could be none regarding the step which he next took. This was his renting an 
expensive bouse, and furnishing it at a cost which he had no immediate means of 
defraying, although with all that sanguine hope which is but too frequently found 
associated with literary dispositions, he fully expected to be enabled to do so by 
the exertion of his talents. The result was such as might have been looked for. 
His literary prospects, as far as regarded Edinburgh, ended in total disappoint- 
ment. His creditors became pressing, and the neglect of his friends, proceed- 
ing from the circumstance already alluded to, and which in some cases amounted 
to direct insult, continued as marked as when he first returned amongst them, 
and added greatly to the distress of mind with which the unfortunate poet Has 
now overwhelmed. 

in. 3 rj 
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Under the pressure of these accumulated evils, he determined on quititngr 
Edinburgh, and on seeking in London that employment tor his literary talents 
which he could not find in his native capital. Having (x>me to this resolution, 
he ieft his mother, for whom he always entertained the most tender regard, in 
possession of his house and furniture, and proceeded, accompanied by his wife, 
to the metropolis. Here his reception was such as to compensate in son^ 
measure for the treatment which he had experienced at home. The fame of 
his tragedy had gone before him, and soon after his arrival procured him 
many sincere and cordial, though it does not appear very powerful, friends. 
Vimonda was brought out with much splendour by Colnian, in the summer of 
1787, a short time after its author had arrived in London, and was performed 
to crow'ded houses. In the following summer, it was again produced, and with 
similar success. This good fortune, operating on a temperament naturally san> 
guine, lifted poor Macdonald’s hopes beyond all reasonable bounds, and filled 
his mind with the brightest anticipations of fame and independence. In this 
spirit he wrote several letters to Mr M. Stewart, music-seller in Edinburgh, the 
principal, if not indeed the only friend he had left behind him, full of the most 
splendid ideas regarding his future fortunes. Having left Edinburgh in em- 
barrassed circumstances, so that neither his house rent nor his furniture had been 
paid, he promises speedy remittances to defray all his debts, and amongst the 
rest that which he had incurred to his correspondent, who seems to have man- 
aged all his afiairs for him after he left the Scottish capital, and to have gener- 
ously made, from time to time, considerable advances of money on his account. 

Thank Heaven,'* says the ill-fated poet in one of these letters to Stewart, 
in which he announces the good fortune which he now conceived was to be his 
for the remainder of ’his life, ** thank Heaven, my greatest difficulties are now 
over ; and the approaching opening of the summer theatre will soon render me 
independent and perfectly at ease. In three weeks you will see by the public 
prints, I shall be fiourishing at the Hayiuarket in splendour superior to last 
season. 1 am fixed for the summer in a sweet retirement at Brompton, where, 
having a large bed, and lying alone, 1 can accommodate you tolerably, and 
give you a share of a poet’s supper, sallads and delicious fruits from my own 
garden.” 

All this felicity, and all these gay visions of the future, were, however, speedily 
and sadly dissipated. In a few short months thereafter Macdonald sunk into an 
untimely grave, disappointed in his hopes, and reduced to utter destitution in his 
circumstances. That he did thus die is certain, but neither the immediate cause, 
nor the progress of the sudden blight which thus came over his fortunes before his 
death, is very distinctly traced in any of the memoirs which have been consulted 
in the composition of this article, unless the following remark, contained in an 
advertisement prefixed to a volume of posthumous sermons of Macdonald, 
printed in 1790, can be considered os an explanation : — Having no powerful 
friends to patronize his abilities, and sufiering under the infirmities of a weak 
constitution, he fell a victim, at the age of thirty-three, to sickness, disappoint- 
ment and misfortune.” Macdonald died in the year 1788, in the thirty-third 
year of his age, leaving behind him his wife and one child, wholly unprovided 
for. 

Macdonald made several attempts in dramatic composition subsequent to the 
appearance of Vimonda, but none of them were at all equal in merit to that per- 
formance, a circumstance which aifords, probably, a more satisfactory elucidation 
of the cause of those disappointments which gathered round and hurried him to 
his grave, and embittered his dying moments, than those enumerated in the ex- 
tract employed above. For some time previous to his death, under the fictitious 
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• signature of Matthew Bramble, he aiiiOsed the town almost daily with little 
humorous and burlesque poems, after the manner of Peter Pindar’s (Dr Walcot), 
and these were not unfrequently equal in point and satirical allusion to some of 
the most felicitous efTusions of his celebrated prototype. 

As a preacher, he was distinguished for neat, classical, and elegant com- 
position; qualities which procured a favourable reception for the volume of 
posthumous sermons published in 1790. A tragedy, which he left in a finished 
state at his death, was printed and included in a volume of his poetical works, 
published in 1791. 

On the whole, Macdonald’s literary talents seem to have been of that unfor- 
tunate description which attract notice, without yielding profit, which produce a 
^ show of blossom, but no fruit, and which, when trusted to by their sanguine 
possessor as a means of insuring a subsistence, are certain to be found wholly in- 
adequate to that end, and equally certain to leave their deceived and disap- 
pointed victim to neglect and misery. 

It may be proper, before concluding this brief sketch of Macdonald, to advert 
to the account given of him by DMsraeli, in his Calamities of Authors.” That 
account is an exceedingly pathetic one, and is written with all the feeling and 
eloquence for which its highly distinguished writer is so remarkable ; but unfor- 
tunately it is inconsistent in many parts with facL What Mr D’lsraeli mentions 
regarding him from his own knowledge and experience, we do not question ; 
but in nearly all the particulars which were not so acquired, he seems to have 
been dgregiously misinformed. In that information, however, which is of the 
description that there is no reason for doubting, the following affecting passage 
occurs : — It was one evening I saw a tall, famished, melancholy man, enter 
a bookseller’s shop, his hat flapped over his eyes, and his whole frame evi- 
dently feeble from exhaustion and utter misery. The bookseller inquired how 
he proceeded with his tragedy ? ^ Do not talk to me about my tragedy ! Do 

not talk to me about my tragedy ! I have indeed more tragedy than 1 can bear 
at home,’ was his reply, and his voice faultered as he spoke. This man was 
Matthew Bramble — Mactlonald, the author of the tragedy of Vimonda, at that 
moment the writer of comic poetry.” D’lsraeli then goes on, giving the result 
of his inquiries regarding him, and at this point error begins. He represents 
him as having seven children. He had, as already noticed, only one. He 
says he was told, ** that he walked from Scotland with no other fortune than 
the novel of the Independent in one pocket, and the tragedy of Vimonda in the 
other.” The novel alluded to was published four years before he went to Lon- 
don ; and Vimonda had been brought out at Edinburgh a considerable time 
before he left that city. D’lsraeli speaks of the literary success which the 
romantic poet ” had anticipated while yet among his native rocks.” The 
reader need scarcely be reminded that Macdonald was born in the immediate 
vicinity of the Scottish capital, and that the whole of his life, previously to his 
leaving Scotland, was spent in the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow, and great 
part of it in what has ^ways been considered the profession of a gentleman. 

MACFARLANE, Kobrrt, a political and miscellaneous writer, was born in 
i^e year 1734, and educated at the university of Edinburgh. At an early 
peri<^ of life he proceeded to London, in search of a livelihood, and for many 
years kept an academy of considerable reputation at Walthamstow. He engaged 
warmly in ihe political disputes*^ which took place during the Bute administra- 
tion ; and, in 1770, concentrated his sentiments respecting them in a History 
of the Reign of George 111.,” 8vo. This work, without possessing any large 
share of intrinsic merit, had a curious history. The author quarrelled with the 
publisher, (Mr Evans,) who, in 1782, issued a second, and, in 1794, a third 
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Tolume, both written by a different person ; IVIr Maefarlane, then became re^ 
eonciled to Mr Evans, and added a fourth volume. Mr Maclarlane at one time 
edited the Morning Chronicle, lie was also engaged^ it is said, in the pre- 
paration of the Poems of Ossian, some of which he afterwards translated into 
Latin verse. He had an essay upon tlie authenticity of those celebrated pro- 
ductions in the press, when he was crushed to death in one of the mobs which 
distinguished the election contest for Westminster, between Sir Francis Burdett 
and Mr Mainwaring, August 8, 1804. In 1797, Mr Macfarlane published 

An Address to the People of Great Britain, on the present Fortune and fu- 
ture Prospect of Public Afliiii*8,'’ by which it appears that he had now become 
more attached to the government than he had formerly been. In 1801, he 
published an English translation of Buchanan’s celebrated tract, “ De Jure ^ 
Kegni,” prefaced with two disputations, in which there is much curious anti- 
quarian and historical matter. 

MACINTYRE, Duncan, one of the best of the modern Highland poets, 
was born in Oruimlaiquhart, in the district of Glenorchy, Argylesliire , on the 
20th March, 1724. He was the child of poor parents, and never received the 
slightest tincture of school learning. He was engaged in the civil war of 
1745, but on the loyal side. Local and family ties made him a member of 
the laige forc^ which Argyleshire sent forth on that occasion to support the 
government, and he fought at the battle of Falkirk under the coniukand of colonel 
Campbell of Carahin. it is not to be inferred on this account that ho had any 
antipathy to the cause in which so many of his countrymen were engaged. He 
was involved in the disgraceful retreat of the king’s troops, in whicli he lost his 
sword, circumstances which gave him no small degree of iiiortilication, as lie has 
himself shown by the clever song which he wrote upon the ocr.asioii. At what 
]>eriod of his life he commenced the composition of poetry, is not known. His 
only models in the art must have been those legendary verses of various kinds 
and ages, which the Highlanders used to recite by the winter fire-side, and hand 
down from one generation to another, by oral communication.^ Of the gram- 
matical principles of language, he must have been completely ignorant ; his 
knowledge would be conhned in a great measure to the objects of his own High- 
land vale, and to the Scriptural lore which he would hear occasionally expounded 
in the parish church. He possessed, however, the genuine talent of the poet — 
not only that natural eloquence which supplies imagery and suggests incident 
and allusion, but that felicitous power of expression, which from its being alike 
found in the untutored Burns and the refined Horace, ought to be considered 
as much a native g^ft as any other. I'his poor Highlander — the render cannot 
conceive any man poorer in the goods of fortune — is said to exhibit in his 
poetry a purity and aptitude of diction, and a harmony of versilic.ation, such as 
are not surpassed in the poetry of any age or country. He may not only, in- 
deed, be introduced here as a Scotsman who has earned a respectable fame, 
but lie might be instanced, in works more expressly devoted to the consider- 
ation of the intellectual powers of men, as a singular specimen of original and 
brilliant talent, altogether unfavoured by direct instruc.tion, and going content- 
edly side by side for a long life with a character of the most simple and tiii- 
woiidly kind. 

Being an excellent inarksinaii, Duncan — or, as he was generally styled by 
his countrymen, Donacha Ban, (fair-haired Duncan) — was appointed forester to 
the earl of Breadalbane in Coire-^Cheathaich and Bein Dourain^ and thereafter 
to the duke of Argyle, in BuacluU'-Gie, In 1768, a volume of his poems was 

* There was not a printed book in the Gaelic language which contained any sort of poetry 
except the Psalms, until Alexander Macdonald published his Gaelic Songs in 1761. 
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published at Edinburgh, under the descriptive title of Grain Ghaidhealach, le 
Donadia Mac-an-t-soir ; it was reprinted in 1790, and again in 1804/ and 
has long been out of print One of the poems in this volume was ** Oran na 
Briogais/’ or, as it may be freely rendered, ** The Anathema of the Breaks, ” 
being a pretty open expi'ession of the most disloyal sentiment on the part of 
the ^uthor, respecting the abolition of the Highland, and the substitution of the 
Lowland dress, which formed one of the measures of the government for break- 
ing the Jacobite spirit, after the rebellion of 1745. It is well known that the 
Highlanders in general resented this measure very bitterly, and none more so 
than such as, like Macintyre, had been loyal to the king during the late 
broils. They deemed the breeches at once a literal and emblematic restraint — 
a thing unsuited to their habits as well as tastes — and, as is plainly intimated 
by Donacha Ban, a sufficient cause of offence to cause a universal rising in fa^ 
vour of prince Charles, should he ever again appear in the country. Of the 
spirit of this poem we can give no fair specimen — though the first stanza has 
been cleverly rendered in the following terms : — 

My curse upon the grey brocks, 

That bind our bupple limbs so light* 

We’re fetter- bound in slavery; 

And right is now o*eri»mc by might. 

Hud we been fidthful to our king, 

We iie*er should have to dree such thing, 

Rut light’s a bird upon the wing 
Might be each free-born mountain wight. 

When by tlie exertions of the marquis of Graham, the act for abolishing the 
Highland dress was repealed (1782), Macintyre celebrated the event in a 
paean of clamorous joy, such as would have done honour to a repelled invasiou or 
a liberated country. These poems, with an English translation, are to be found 
in the Cambrian and Caledonian Magazine for (Ictober, 1833. 

In 1793, the poet, though advanced to a considerable age, became a private 
in a fencible regiment then raised by ilie earl of Breadalbane, in wliich situation 
he continued till the corps was disbanded in 1799. It is probably to a period 
antecedent to either of these dates, that we are to ascribe an ane(!dote of Matv 
intyre, which was related to the editor of this dictionary by the late Mr Alex- 
ander Campbell, editor of Albyn’s Antlmlogy. The earl of Breadalbane, being 
anxious to provide permanently for die latter life of his ingenious dependent, 
consulted the poet himself, as to the way in which he thought that object might 
be best accomplished. Macintyre, whose whole life had been passed in the 
humblest obscurity, undisturbed by so much as a wish for any thing better, took 
some time to consider the matter, and to make inquiries, and then came to his 
lordship with a request that he would exert his influenc/e to procure a place for 
him in the city-guard of Edinburgh, a military police whom Sir Walter Scott 
has since rendered classical by his pen ; but who were then the alternate scoff 
and terror of their fdlow townsmen at sixpence a day I Into this antiquated 
(;orp8 — for such it was, both in its general character, and in respect of the age 
of most of its members — Macintyre was accordingly transplanted;^ thus ex- 
changing the Highland solitude, whence the inspiration and enjoyment of his 
whole life had been derived, for the duties of a peace-officer in one of the most 
crowded streets in the world, where every object must have been to him artificial 

* “ Gaolic Songs by Duiiciiii Macintyre.’* 

* With somo idditioiial poems composed during these intervals. 

^ Ho composed a (joctn in Edinburgh, in which he sliows the poetical talent of nice ob- 
servation, describing every remarkable or novel object, but without any expression of sur- 
prise. 
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and strange. It is an afTecting illustration, however, of the pleasure which un- 
ambitious minds may derive from humble sources, that the poet wrote upon this oc- 
casion aself-gratulatory ode, in which he expresses quite as bounding a transport at 
his accession to a salary of sixpence a day, as Napoleon could have done at the 
addition of a kingdom to his dominions. We have thought this poem so extra- 
ordinary a curiosity in its way, as to make a translation of it, with which wo 
have been furnished by an obliging friend, the example to be presented in 
this place of the style of Macintyre, so far as the unavoidable formality and 
tameness of a literal English version can exemplify the exquisite graces of the 
Ciaeiic bard. 


TRANSLATION OF VERSES TO HIS MUSKET. 

BY DUNCAN MACINTTKK. 


Many a turn of fortune may happen to a man, 

Ho may fall in love with one he may not get — 

I devoted twenty years to the first I fancied, 

Hut she forsook me and 1 yms left alone. 

I came to Edinburgh to seek a sweetheart : 

Said captain Campbell in the town guard, 

'I'hat he knew a widow in a secret place. 

And would endeavour to put her in my way ; 

lie did, as he was wont, fulfill his promise ; 

He gave her to me by the hand, and her portion with her. 
Whoever may ask her name or surname. 

They call her Janet,* and George was her graiidsire. 

She is quiet and affable, without gloom or vexing look, 
And us high in rank as any lady in the land ; 

SJie is the means of my support since she joined me — 
Great is the cause of grief to him who luis not got her. 

1 have forsaken Nic-(Joshum,^ tho’ she still lives. 

And allowed the crested stags to wsinder where they please ; 
1 have chosen a }oung wifii, which 1 do not repent ; 

I am not without wealth since I espoused the fair one. 

I pass my word tliat she is most excellent, 

And that 1 never discovered any hidden fault in her; 

8he is stately, fine, straight, and sound, 

Without defect or blemish, twist or bend. 

When needy folks are pinched for money, 

George’s daughter will nutlet my pocket be empty ; 

Slie keeps me in drink in the alehouses. 

And pays every stoup that 1 call for. 

She does every turn as I bid her. 

She tells me no lie nor false sUiry: 

SJie keeps my fiunily as well as 1 could wisli, 

Though 1 do no labour nor dirty work. 

I worked laboriously though I amassed no wealth, 

1 vowed tliat 1 would disdain to be a menial ; 

1 have ceased to toil since 1 have remarked 
That the idle man endures longest. 

It is my loving wife who will not deceive me ; 

She is able always to earn my bread, 

1 shall have no lack of clothes or linen, 

And worldly cares now give me no concern. 

® A bye word for a regimental firelock, but never applied to any other gim. 

J A favourite fowling piece to which he composed another song. 
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How long he remained in the situation alluded to has not been afoertained* 
The latter years of his life were spent in Edinburgh, and are said to hate been 
cheered by the bounty of the earl of Breadalbane. He died in that city, October, 
1812, in the 89th year of his age. 

In his young days,'* says the author of Bibliotheca Scoto-Celtica, Mao 
intyre was remarkably handsome, and throughout his whole life, he possessed a 
▼ery easy and agreeable disposition. Although, when provoked, his enemies 
generally felt the ejects of his pride and resentment, yet to his benefactors he 
was equally grateful. He was very fond of company and a cheerful glass, and 
was not only very agreeable over his bottle, but also very circumspect. Al- 
though Mncintyre discovered an early inclination to poetry, he did not produce 
any thing till the memorable battle of Falkirk, a description of which forms 
the first song in the valuable collection published by him, wherein it is said to 
have been his first regular attempt at composition. The collection contains 
lyric, comic, epic, and religious compositions, of such merit as renders it diffi- 
cult to say in what department of poetry this writer most excelled. * * His 

poetical talents justly entitled him to rank among the first of Celtic bards, for 
all good judges of Celtic poetry agree that nothing like the purity of his Gaelic, 
and the style of his poetry, has appeared in the Highlands.^ Of Bonacfia Ban it 
might jusBy be said, 

< Nan leabhadh eas’ 6g gach dnin a"s sgcul, 

Ciia chuiroadli ncacli bed a ghlas-ghuib air a* bheul!’ ’* 

MACKENZIE, (jisoaoB, first earl of Cromarty, a distinguished political and 
literary character, was born in the year 1630, being the eldest sonof Sir John 
Mackenzie of Tarbat, by Margaret, daughter of Sir George Erskine of Innerteil, 
one of the senators of the college of justice. He succeeded his father in 1654, 
and acted a conspicuous part in the irregular warfare carried on at that period 
by general Middleton, against the forces of Cromwell. After the Kestoration, 
when Middleton received an earldom, and was appointed to the direction of 
Scottish affairs. Sir George Mackenzie became his principal confidant, and had 
a prominent share in the transactions connected with the celebrated billeting 
act, which ended in the common disgrace of the earl and Sir George. The 
latter, consequently, remained unemployed throughout the whole administration 
of the duke of Lauderdale. He afterwards obtained that promotion to which 
his extraordinary talents entitled him. In 1678, he was appointed justice 
general for Scotland, and, in 1681, a lord of session, and lord register. In 
1685, James 11. created him viscount of Tarbat, by which name he is best 
known. Though an active and unscrupulous agent of the two last Stuarts, he 

^ Note by a correspondent . — All this must be taken in a very qualified sense. There is 
nothing approaching to sublimity in the whole muge of Maciiit} re’s cum positions. Ediis poem in 
praise of Hendourain is in somewhat of a heroic strain ; but it scarcely desisrves the name of 
Epic. Alexander Macdonald was far superiur to him in what is usually understood by the 
term genius ; but from his classical education he was less scrupulous about the purity of his 
style, and his works abound in classical allusions. It is to the purity of his language, and the 
harmony of his numbers, that Macintyre owes his fame in a great measure. In these quali- 
ties he is almost equalled if not rivalled by Mary Madeod, an untutored {Metess, but her 
compositions arc not so numerous, and she had not the varied talent of MacIntyre. As al- 
re^y said, his poetry is chiefly of a descri{)tive character, and Dr Johnson’s criticism on 
Thomson's Seasons may be applied to him, with this qualifleation, that his comprehension of 
the vast was not equal to his attention to the minute. His love songs are remarkable for 
delicacy of sentiment— and his descriptions of the chase are very animated. Here he was 
quite at home. Some of his pieces are valuable as descriptive of country mannera, now al- 
most extinct. He may be called the Pope of the Highlands, as Macdonald was the Byron, 
and William Ross the Bums. Macdonald had more originality of genius than any of the 
Highland poets; but it was irregular and not under proper restrainU— Ros«i, for tenderness 
and sensibility, was what Bums may be supposed to have been if he had been burn and bred 
in the Highlands. Macintyre was more agreeable. 
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had no objection to continue in employment under the system of things estab- 
lished at the Berolution. But king William, to whom he lost no time in paying 
his respects, did not think proper to employ him till 1692, when his lordship 
was restored to his office of lord register. 

It ere the evil habits he had contracted under the late government appear to 
have still clung to him. The spirit which induced Charles II. to say, that, though 
Lauderdale was complained of by the people, he did not seem to have done any 
thing contrary to the interests of the sovereign, was what animated this veteran 
instrument of arbitrary authority. Having l^en accused of falsifying the mi- 
nutes of parliament for private objects, he does not appear to have paid the least 
regard to the truth or falsity of the charge : in his defence, addressed to Mr 
Carstairs, he dwells only on the malice which animated his accusers, and on 
the constancy of his own attachment to the king. He found it necessary, hon- 
ever, to retire upon a pension of £400 a^year. In a subsequent letter, he is 
found petitioning for a remission, and in such terms as gives a curious idea of 
the state of moral feeling among politicians in that age : — 1 wish,’^ says he, 
** to have a very general remission sent me, because I see faults hslft for in 
others upon as great grounds. If it comes, let it «*x)ntain treason, perdmllion, 
and a general of all crimes ; though, on all tbat^s sacred, 1 know not myself 
guilty, nor do 1 fear any thing on this side Irish witnesses or evidence.^’ At 
the acx^ssion of queen Anne, this able statesman was made secretary of state 
for Scotland; an office which he resigned in 1704, for that of justice general. 
Ill 1703, he was elevated to the dignity of earl of Cromarty. Having resigned 
the justice generalship in 1710, he retired some years after, to his seat of New 
Tarbat, in iloss-shire, intending, without any apparent regard to his advanced 
age, to live there in an economical manner for six years, in order that he might 
be subsequently enabled to reside in London. The design was almost at the 
very outset interrupted by death ; his lordship expiring, August 17, 1714. He 
has an elegant obelisk erected to his memory in the neighbourhood of Dingwall. 

The earl of Oomarty, notwithstanding the faults already alluded to, is ac- 
knowledged to have been a good-natured man, ** possessed of a great measure of 
polite learning, and good parts, and master of an extraordinary gift of pleasing 
and diverting conversation, which rendered him one of the most entertaining 
companions in the world. He was one of the original fellows of the Royal So- 
ciety, and reckoned among the ablest members of that learned body ; in the 
Philosophical Transactions, many papers of his lordship may be seen. His other 
publications, arranged in chronological order are, 1. A Vindication of king Robert 
111. from the imputation of Bastardy, Edin. 1695, 4to. — 2. The mistaken Advan- 
tage of Raising of Money, Edin. 1695, 4ta — 3. Letter to the Earl of Wemyss, 
concerning the Union with England, 1706, 4to. — 4. Friendly Response to a 
Letter concerning Sir George Mackenzie’s and Sir John NisbePs Observations and 
Response on the matter of the Union, 1706, 4to. — 5. Synopsis Apocalyptica, 
or, a Short and Plain Explication of Daniel's Prophecy, and of St John’s Reve- 
lation in concert with it, 1707, 4to. — 6. Historical Account of the Conspiracy 
of the Earl of Gowrie and of Robert Logan of Restalrig, against king James 
VL, 1713, 8vo. — 7. A Vindication of the same from the Mistakes of Mr John 
Anderson, Preacher of Dumbarton, in his Defence of Presbytery, 1714, 8vo. 

MACKENZIE, (Sia) GsoaeB, a celebrated lawyer and state officer, and per- 
haps the first Scotsman who wrote the English language in a style approaching 
to purity, was bom at Dundee, in 1636. His father was Simon Mackenzie of 
Lochslin, brother of the earl of Seaforth, and his mother Elizabeth Bruce, 
daughter of Dr Peter Bruce, principal of St Leonard’s college, St Andrews. 
His progress at school was so rapid, that in his tenth year he was master of 
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all Ihe classical authors usually taught in schools. He afterwards stud/ed Greek 
and philosophy in the universities of St Andrews and Aberdeen, and civil law 
in that of Bourges in France; and, in January, 1G59, before the termination of 
his twenty-third year, entered as an advocate at the Scottish bar. 

In 16G0, he published his Aretina, or Serious Koiiinnce, in which, according 
to his kind biographer, Ruddiman, he gives “ a very bright specimen of his gay 
and exuberant genius.’’ His talents must have been early observed and appre- 
ciated, for in 1601, his third year at the bar, he was selected as one of Uio 
counsel of the marquis of Argyle, then tried by a commission of parliament for 
high treason. On this occasion, he acted with so much firmness, and even bold- 
ness, as at once established his character. As the counsel for Argyle were ap- 
, pointed by parliament, they presented a petition under form of protest, that in 
the defence of their client, they might not be made responsible for every ex- 
pression they might utter, but that a latitude and ireedoiu of expression, suitable 
to the extent and difilculty of the charges they were (‘.ailed upon to (‘ninvass, 
might be allowed them. This being peremptorily refused, Sir George and his 
associates took such steps, in (xinsequence, as subjected them to the imminent 
risk of a charge of treason : ^Mt is impossible to plead for a traitor,” said the 
young lawyer, without speaking treason ! ” an antithesis certainly more bold 
than true, but calculated to make a considerable impression upon the multitude. 
The counsel only escaped from the consequences of their rashness by ihe speitial 
mercy of the court 

The purely literary labours of this eminent person, appear jlo have been 
chiefly executed during his earlier years. His ‘‘ Heligio Stoici^Wh'A short Dis- 
course upon several divine and moral subjects,” appeared in 1663. Two years 
afterwards, he published his Moral Essay upon Solitude^ preferring it to 
public employment, with all its appendages, such as fame, (command, riches, 
pleasures, conversation, &c. This production was answered by the celebrated 
Evelyn, in a Panegyric on Active Life. It seems singular,” says the Edin- 
burgh Review, ** that Mackenzie, plunged in the harshest labours of ambition, 
shonld be the advocate of retirement, and that ICvelyn, comparatively a recduse, 
should have commended that mode of life which he did not choose.”* But it is 
probable that each could write most freshly on circumstances disconnected with 
the daily events of his life, while speculative ingenuity was nil they cared to 
reach in their arguments. You had reason to be astonished,” says Fvelyti, 
writing to Cowley, ** that I, who had so much celebrated recess, should become 
an advocate for the enemy. 1 conjure you to believe that I am still of the same 
mind, and there is no person who can do more honour, and breathe more after 
the life and repose you so happily cultivate and advance by your example ; but 
as those who praised dirt, a flea, or the gout, so have 1 public employment, and 
that in so weak a style compared with my antagonists, as by that alone it would 
appear, that 1 neither was nor could be serious.^’ In 1667, Mackenzie pub- 
lished his Moral Gallantry, one of the reflective treatises of the period, intend- 
ing to prove the gentlemanliness of virtue, and the possibility of establishing all 
moral duties on principles of honour — a theory supported by arguments which, 
had any of the nicer metaphysical minds of the succeeding age thought fit to 
drive to their ultimate principles, they might have found to be somewhat inimi- 
cal to the author's hearty church of England feelings, or even the principles ot 
Christianity. But Mr Mackenzie was not a metaphysician, and religion re- 
quired to be plainly spoken, in terms of presbyterianism or papistry, before it 
attracted his legal attention. To this production he added a Consolation against 
Calumnies, The fiery course of politics which he hud afterwards to run, made 

• XXX vi. 5. 
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a hiatus of considerable extent, in the elegant literary pursuits of Mackenzie ; 
but after his retirement from public life, he wrote another work which may bo 
classified with those just mentioned — The Moral History of Frugality ; nor 
in this classification must we omit his Essay on Reason. Mackenzie had as- 
sociated himself with the elegant wits of England, and his opportunities enabled 
him, if he was inferior in the actual bullion of genius to many of his country- 
men who had gone before him, to give it a more elegant, or, at least, fashion- 
able form. It is probable that any direct imitation, on the part of Mackenzie, 
may have been from the writings of Cowley, who, in the youth of the ambitious 
Scottish author, was the acknowledged leader of refinement in English composi- 
tion. From his opponent Evelyn, he may also have derived facilities in com- 
position ; but it is probable that the best tone he assumed was imparted by the , 
colloquial influence of Dryden. Of Mackenzie, that great man has left an 
interesting memorial : — ** Had I time, 1 could enlarge on the beautiful turns i>f 
words and thoughts, which are as requisite in this, as in heroic poetry itself 
With these beautiful turns 1 confess myself to have been unacquainted, till about 
twenty years ago, in a conversation which 1 had with that noble wit of Scotland, 
Sir Oeorge Mackenzie. He asked me why I did not imitate, in my verse, the 
turns of Mr Waller and Sir John Denham, of whom he repeated many to me. 

1 had often read with pleasure, and with some profit, these two fathers of our 
English poetry, but had not seriously enough considered their beauties, which 
give the last perfection to their works. Some sprinkling of this sort 1 had also 
formerly in iity plays, but they were casual and not designed. But this hint, 
thus seasonably given me, first made me sensible of my own wants, and brought 
me afterwards to seek for the supply of them in other English authors.” This 
is given by Dryden in his Discourse on the Origin and Progress of Satire, pre- 
fixed to his Juvenal, published two years after Mackenzie’s death. Alackenzie 
is characterized by the Edinburgh Review, as having been in his style not exempt 
from Scotticisms: **but he is perfectly free from those, perhaps, more disagree- 
able vices, into which more celebrated Scottish writers have been betrayed, by a 
constant fear of Scotticism. He composes easily and freely, and his style is that 
of a man who >vritos his native language.” Meanwhile, along with his elegant 
prose, he found time and inclination to dabble in poetry. Sometime during his 
early years, at the bar, he wrote Celias’ Country House and Closet,” a poem in 
English epics, and written in a manner more nearly akin to the style of Pope 
and his contemporaries, than that which flourished in the author’s own time. 
Such a passage as the following will enable the reader to comprehend at once 
the merit of the work, and, taking into consideration the political life of the 
author, its artificial feeling : — 

“ O happy country life, pure as its air; 

Free from the rage of pride, the pangs of care ; 

Hero happy souls lie bathed in soft content, 

And are at once secure and innocent. 

No passion hero but love : here is no wound, 

But that by which lovers their names confound, 

On barks of trees, whilst with a smiling face, 

They see those letters as themselves embrace.” 

Country life, and love in the midst of it, were standing characteristics of the 
fashionable poetry of the period, and the stormy politician, anxious, like Riche- 
lieu, to distinguish himself in song, must submit to them, as absolutely ai the 
love-sick swain, to whom they are a natural habit. The author seems to have 
been apprehensive that the fruit of his more elegant studies would not give the 
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Avorld a favourable opinion of his professional attainments. ** The multi- 
tude,’* he says in the conclusion to his Religious Stoic, ** (which, albeit, it hath 
ever been allowed many heads, yet hath never been allowed any brains,) will 
doubtless accuse my studies of adultery, for hugging contemplations so ecoenfric 
to my employment To these my return is, that these papers are but the par- 
ings of my other studies, and because they were but parings, I have flung them 
out into the streets. 1 uTote them in my retirements, when 1 wanted both 
books and employment ; and I resolve, that this shall be the last inroad 1 shall 
ever make into foreign contemplations.” 

Let us now turn from his literature to the political and professional advance- 
ment, which interfered with its progress, or at least clianged its course. Soon 
'after the Restoration, ho was appointed a justice-depute, or assistant to the justi- 
ciar or cliief justice ; a situation, the duties of which were almost equivalent to 
that of an English puisne judge of the present day, in criminal matters. He 
must have received the appointment very early in life, as in 1661, he and his 
colleagues were appointed to repair once in the week at least to Musselburgh 
and Dalkeith, and to try and judge such persons as are ther or therabout de- 
lated of witchcraft and the experience in the dark sciences, obtained by him 
in this occupation, provided him with much grave and learned matter for his 
work on the criminal law of Scotland. Within a few years after this period, 
(the time is not particularly ascertained,) he was knighted. In 1669, he repre- 
sented the county of Ross, where the influence of his family was extensive, in 
parliament. During that year, the letter of Charles, proposing the immediate 
consideration of a plan for an incorporating union of the two kingdoms, was 
laead in parliament. Sir (leorge, an enemy to every thing whitdi strutdc at the 
indiviilual consequence and hereditary greatness of the country, in which he held 
a stake, opposed the proposition. He tells I'ls, In his amusing memoirs of the 
period, that when the commissioner proposed an answer, closing with the king's 
proposals, and entitling him to the election of the coinmissioner, he moved, that 
the parlianient should have a day for the consideration of so serious a matter, 
as there might be questions about succefwion to be discussed, whereupon the 
i;onmiissioner rose in a great passion, and told that he consented that the par- 
liament should deliberate upon the letter now read till to-inorrow ; but that he 
understood not, how any member of parliament could be so bold as to inquire 
into the succession, upon a supposition tliat his majesty, and all the present royal 
line, should fail.” Next day. Sir George came prepared with a speech on the 
subject Of this somewhat interesting eft'orh^ he has given us a transcript, which 
is generally understood to be the earliest authentically reported specimen of 
legislative eloquence in Scotland. It is compact, clear, acKmrate, well com- 
posed, without flights of ardour, and, therefore, destitute of the burning impetu- 
osity which afterwards distinguislied Fletcher and Belhaven. On the whole, it 
appears, in its present form at least, to have been composed in the closet His 
reasoning, when the aim is considered, was prudent and cautious — he considered 
and doubted whether it was suitable to our honour, to advance in this union 
those steps, fliefore England met us in one ; and that we have done so in this 
letter, appears from this, that to treat of an union is one step ; the second is to 
name commissioners ; the third is to appoint their quorum, time, and place 
of their meeting : all which are several steps because they behoved, if they 
had been concluded in parliament, to have had several votes and conclusions.” 
He also doubted, whether it were fitter for his majesty’s service, and the in- 
tended treaty, that the nomination of the commissioners should be referred to 
his majesty, or rather that they should be nominated in parliament.” His 
speech gave great offence to those who had peculiar grounds fur objecting to 
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long harangues. “ About the close of his discourse, he was interrupted by the 
earl of Tweeddale, who said, that such long discourses were intolerable, espe- 
cially where they intended to persuade die parliament not to comply with his 
majesty’s desires — which interruption was generally looked upon as a breach of 
privilege — and it was desired by duke Hamiltoun, that the earl of Tweeddale 
should go to the bar ; but the gentleman who was interrupted declared, that he 
had not been interrupted, but had finished his discourse ; and, thereupon, that 
motion took no further effecL” Sir George sought distinction In his course 
through parliament by popular measures. In 1669, an act had been passed, 
compelling merchants to make oath as to their having paid duties on tiieir nier> 
chandise. The commissioner liad that day said, that the sletaliiig of the king's 
customs was a crime, which was to be provided against: whereupon, Sir George' 
Mackenzie replied, that if it was a crime, no man could bo forced to swear for it ; 
for by no law under heaven was it ever ordained that a man should swear in what 
was criminal. This, and all other passages of that day, joined with Sir George 
owning the burghs, in which it was alleged he had no proper interest, made his 
grace swear, in his return from the parliament, that he would have that factious 
young man removed from the parliament : to effectuate which, he called a 
council of his favourites, and it was there contrived, that his election should be 
quarrelled, because be held only lands of the bishop of lloss, but not of his 
majesty, and so ^vas not a free baron. But they were at last diverted from this 

resolution by the register, who .assured them, that this would make the people 

jealous of some close design to overturn their liberties, whicii, ns they be- 
lieved, that gentleman defended upon all occasions ; and that lie would glory 
in his exclusion, because it would be believed that they could not edec- 

tuate their intentions, if he were allowed to keep liis place in parlia- 

ment.” Such is Ills own account of his parliamentary conduct, — it may be 
correct in point of fact, and he has abstained from any mention of the mo- 
tives. He Opposed the act of forfeiture against the western rebels, insist- 
ing that no man ought to be found or proved guilty in absence. His account 
of the opposition of the advocates on the subject of appeals, along with his 
somewhat suspicious conduct towards his rival Lockhart, have been already de- 
tailed.^ Sir George Mackenzie would have gone to the grave with the charao 
tor of a patriot, had he not been placed in a position where serving a king w'as 
more beneficial than serving the people. On the 23d of August, 1677, he was 
named king’s advocate, on the dismission of Sir John Nisbet. The object of 
the change was a subject of deep and well founded suspicion. Sir George 
states that his pretyirsor, ** a person of deep and universal learning, having dis- 
obliged my lord Hatton, he procured a letter to the lords of session, ordaining 
them to make inquiry into his having consulted pro et con. in the case of the 
lord chancellor and lord Melville, concerning the tailzie of the estate of l^ven,” 
and Sir George amiably represents himself as having persuaded Nisbet to stand 
to his defence. Wodrow observes that be was appointed, ‘‘some say upon a very 
sordid reason and Burnet distinctly states, that it was for the purpose of 
prosecuting Mitchell, who bad been pardoned four years before for the attempted 
murder of Sharpe : at all events this was his first duty in his high office — it wiis 
one which on the whole required some address. Mackenzie had prepared him- 
self, by having been counsel for Mitchell when he was pi’eviously tried. “ fie 
was a very great instrument,” says Wodrow, “ in the hands of the presbyterlans, 
and was scarce ever guilty of moderating any harsh proceedings against them, 
in the eyes of the prelates themselves.” As the tidal of the earl of Argyle in 
1661, was the' first important political case in which he had tried his powers as 
s In the Life of Sir George Lockhart. 
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a defender, so was that of his son in (681, the first which exercised his abilities 
as a state prosecutor. In the father's case he had to resist tlie oppress! re fic- 
tions of the crown lawyers, but all he suffered was amply repaid on the son. 
After this celebrated trial, he appears to have obtained, as part of the spoil, a 
gift of the barony of Bute, ratified by the parliament of 1681.^ On the re- 
capture of the earl after his escape, Mackenzie was one of those who objected 
to a new trial, and he accordingly recommended his sufiering on his former 
sentence ; he is alleged to have done so from the probability, that, owing to the 
extreme injustice of the sentence, his heirs might probably be restored to their 
heritage. If such was indeed his motive, no nuin was ever more improvident of 
his own fame, or disinterested in sacrificing it for others ; but Mr Laing has 
shrewdly observed, “ no doubt Sir George at the Revolution would assume that 
merit with Argyle’s son, when they sat together in the convention parliament. 
But he was the man who procured, when king's advocate, that illegal sentence, 
on which he moved for Argyle's execution.^’* Meanwhile his professional inge- 
nuity had been employed in the case of the lawburrows, by which a legal form, 
useful in the defence of the subject against lawless aggression, was, by adding 
to its natural power the weight of the royal infiiience, made an engine of op- 
pression. It would be a vain task to enumerate the minor state prosecutions, 
which, in this eventful period, gave full employment to this active servant of 
government — most of them are well known, and they were at any rate numer- 
ous enough to stamp him in the minds of his opponents with a character which 
must live with his name — The blood-thirsty advocate.'* In the year 1680, 
he tried the celebrated Cargill, who, among other acts of inefficacious spiritual 
authority, had pronounced sentence of excommunication on the lord advocate. 
When the indictment was read, bearing, in the ortlinary terms, that the 
accused ** having cast off all fear of God,” &a, the clerk was interrupted by 
Cargill, who said, ** The man who hath caused Ihis paper to be drawn up, hath 
done it contrary to the light of his own conscience, for he knoweth that 1 have 
been a fearer of God from my infancy ; but that man, I say, who took the holy 
Bible in his hand, and said it would never be well with the land till that book 
was destroyed, 1 say, he is the man who hath cast off all fear of God." In 1684, 
after the escape of Sir Hugh Ctamphell, it being felt necessary that Baillie of Jer- 
viswood should sufier, Mackenzie’s energies were exercised on the occasion ; and he 
gained the gratitude of tiie court, by doing what was wanted. Fountainhall has a 
characteristic note about his proceedings at this period. Sir William Scott, of 
Harden, fined in 1 500 lb. sterling, for his ladle’s being at a conventicle, and being 
at one himself. It was said the king’s advocate, Sir (xeorge Mackenzie, got a 
previous gift of this fine, for journeys to London."^ Sir George found it neces- 
sary to attempt a vindication of his acts, und(3r the title of A Vindication of the 
Government of Charles II.,” which, lord Woodhouselee <xilmly observes, will 
fully justify his conduct in the breast of every man whose judgment is not 
perverted by the same prejudices, hostile to all government, which led those 
infatuated offenders to the doom they merited.”^ Sir George was a calm and 
thinking man, and liis vindication bears the aspect of candour ; but it is de- 
ficient in conclusiveness. No age,” he says, did see so many thousands 
pardoned, nor so many indemnities granted, as was in his time : which, as it 
must be principally ascribed to the extraordinary clemency of the kings he 
served, so it may be in some measure imputed to the bias which Sir George had 
to the merciful hand.” Sir George leaves out of view, that it is possible for 
one lord advocate so far to exceed another in the number of his prosecutions^ 

s Acts, viii, 679. ^ History, ii. 154. * Fouutaiiihall’s Notes, 70. 

® Life of Kanif., i. Ap. 12. 
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as botli to acquit and sacrifice more than the whole number accused by his 
brethren. It was not those who were forg^iven, but those who were not for- 
given, that fix upon the reign of Charles 11. , and also upon his Scottish advo- 
cate, the indelible character of oppression and blood-thirstiness. It must, at the 
same time, be allowed, that the acute mind of Sir George Mackenzie was never 
asleep to practical improvements in jurisprudence, altliough the lust of power 
was sufficient to subdue his efforts, or turn them into another course. While ho 
wielded the sword of persecution himself, he did much to unfit it for the use of 
others. He countenanced and cherished a principle, which called for the exa- 
mination of all Mtnesses in criminal cases, in presence of the accused, instead of 
the secret chamber of the privy council. A frightful fiction of the law of both 
countries, by which no evidence could be led by a prisoner in opposition to the 
assertions of the libel made by the prosecutor, as representing the king, was 
removed by Sir George, forty years before it ceased to exist in England ; and 
he put a stop to the system of permitting the clerk of court to be enclosed with 
the king, for the purpose of assisting him. This was done with a view to pre- 
serve the independence of jurymen ; but let it be remarked, that in his work on 
criminal law, he advises the total abolition of trial by jury. In IfiHfi, Mac- 
kenzie showed that he had a feeling of conscience and that his religion, if en- 
tirely political, was not accurately squared to personal aggi'andizenient, by suf- 
fering himself to be dismissed for not agreeing to the catholic projects of James 
II. In 1688, however, be was restored, on the advancement of his successor, 
Dalrymple, to the presidency of the court of session.^ The Kevolution ter- 
minated his political career. At this feverish moment of struggle and disap- 
pointment, he could so far abstract his mind from politics, as to perform the 
greatest public service which is ever now connected with his name, by founding 
the Advocates’ Library. The inaugural speech which was pronounced on the 
occasion, is preserved in liis works. The institution has flourished, and re- 
deems Scotland from the imputation of not possessing an extensive public 
library. After the Revolution, Sir George threw himself into the arms of the 
university of Oxford, the fittest receptacle for so excellent a vindicator of the 
old laws of divine right He was admitted a student on the 2nd of June, 1690 ; 
hut he did not long live to feel the blessings of the retirement he had praised, 
and for the first time experienced. He died at St James’s on the 2nd May, 
1691. He was still remembered in the national feeling as a great man, and 
his funeral was one of unusual pomp. He lay several days in state in the 
abbey of Holyrood House, whence his body was conveyed to the Grey Friars' 
churchyard, attended by a procession, consisting of the council, the nobility, 
the college of justice, the college of physicians, the university, the clergy, and 
many others. 

Sir George wrote several works of a more laborious cast than those to which 
we have referred. His Institute of the Law of Scotland is well arranged, but, 
in comparison with the profoundness of Dalrymple, is meagre, and its brevity 
makes it of little use. His Laws and CxMoms in Matters Criminal, is full of 
useful information, and is the earliest arrangement (though not a very clear one) 
of our criminal code. His “ Observations on the Laws and Customs of Nations 
as to Precedency, with the Science of Heraldry aa part of the Law of Nations,” 
is esteemed by heralds. When Stillingfleet and Lloyd made their critical at- 
tacks on the fabulous history of Scotland, Sir George, who seemed to consider 
it a very serious matter to deprive his majesty of forty ancestors, wrote in 1680 
“ A Defence of the Royal Line of Scotland,” in which he comes forward as his 
majesty’s advocate, and distinctly hints to the contemners of'the royal line, 

7 Kouiitaiiilmll, 267. 
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that, had they written in Scotland, he might have had occasion to put his autho- 
rity in force against them. These works, along with the observations on the acts 
of parliament, and some other minor productions, were edited by Ruddiman, in 
two handsome folio volumes, in 1722. His Memoirs,*’ or account of his own 
times, certainly the most interesting of all his works, though promised at 
that time, was withheld through the timidity of his friends. When long lost 
sight of, the greater part of it was a few years ago recovered to the world. It ^ 
is full of graphic pictures of the state of the times ; and if not so descriptive in 
character as Clarendon or Burnet, is often more lively in the detail of inci- 
dent, and more acute in perceiving the selfish motives of the actors. 

MACKENZIE, Henry, one of the most illustrious names connected with 
polite literature in Scotland. He was bom at Edinburgh in August 1745, 
while the citizens were preparing, by ineffectual fortifications, for the dreaded 
attack of prince Charles Stuart, then cx>llecting his army in the Highlands.^ 
The nativity of Mr Mackenzie was fixed by himself, at a public meeting which 
he attended late in. life, upon the venerable alley denominated Libertori's Wyndy 
now removed iu order to admit of a bridge for the connexion of the High 
Street with the southern distri(;ts of the city. His father was Dr Joshua, or (as 
his name is spelt in the Scots Magazine for 1800, where his death is recorded) 
Josiah Mackenzie, an eminent physician. Dr Mackenzie was, we believe, a na- 
tive of Fortrose, upon the Moray frith, but had removed in early life to Edin- 
burgh, where he acquired an extensive practice as a physician, and distinguished 
himself in the world of letters as author of a volume of Medical and Literary 
Essays.® The mother of the author of the Man of Feeling was Margaret, 
eldest daughter of Mr Rose of Kilravock, a gentleman of ancient family in 
Nairnshire. 

After being educated at the high school and university of Edinburgh, Mr 
Mackenzie,' by the advice of some friends of his father, was articled to Mr Inglis 
of Redhall, in order to .acquire a knowledge of the business of the Exchequer, 
a law department, in which he was likely to have fewer competitors than in any 
other in Scotland. To this, though not perfectly compatible with the literary 
taste which he very early displayed, he applied with due diligence ; and, in 
1765, went to London to study the modes of English Exchequer practice, which, 
as well as the constitution of the court, were similar in both countries. While 
there, his talents induced a friend to solicit his remaining in London, and quali- 
fying himself for the bmglish b«ar. But the anxious wishes of his family that he 
should reside with them, and the moderation of an unambitious mind, decided 
liis return to Edinburgh ; where he became, first, partner, and afterwards suc- 
cessor, to Mr Inglis, in the office of attorney for the crown. 

His professional labour, however, did not prevent his attachment to literary 
pursuits. When in London, he sketched some (xirt of his first and very popular 
w'ork. The Man of Feeling^ which was published in 1771, without his name. 


1 Sir Walter Scott, in the memoir of Mr Mackenzie, prefixed to his novels in Ballan- 
lyne’s Novelist’s Library, states that his birth took place “ on the same day on which prince 
Charles landed.” This, however, is incompatible with llio fact of* Mr M. having been bom 
in August, as the prince landed on the 2dth of July. We may here also mention, that the 
original source of the memoir itself was not, as implied by Sir Walter, a Paris edition of the 
Man of Feeling, buta publicutiori, entitled “ The British Gallery of Contemporary Portraits.’* 
^ ** We have heard that some of Harle>’s feelings were taken from 'those of the author 
himself, when, at his first'entranco on the dry and barlxirous study of municipal law, he was 
looking ba^, like Blackstone, on the land of the Muses, which ho was condemned to leave 
behind him. It has also been said, that the fine sketch of Miss Walton was taken from tho 
heiress of a fiimily of distinction, who ranked at that tin(ie high in tho Scottish fa^ionable 
world. But such surmises are little worth the tracing ; for we believe no original character 
was ever composed by any author, without the idea having been previously suggested by 
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and was so niucli a favourite with the public, as to become, a few years after, the 
occasion of a remarkable fraud. A Mr Ecides of Bath, observing the continued 
mystery as to the author, laid claim to the work as his own, and, in order to 
support his pretensions, transcribed the whole with his own hand, with an ap- 
propriate allowance of blottings, interlineations, and corrections. So plausibly 
was this claim put forward, and so pertinaciously was it adhered to, that Messrs 
Cadell and Strachan, the publishers, found it necessary to undeceive the public 
by a formal contradiction. 

Though Mr Mackenzie preserved the anonymity of the Man of Feeling foi 
some years, (probably from prudential motives with reference to his business,) 
he did not scruple to indulge, both before and after this period, in the literary 
society with which the Scottish capital abounded. Ho informs us in his Life of 
Home, that he was admitted in boyhood as a kind of page to the tea-drinkings 
which then constituted the principal festive entertainment of the more polished 
people in E<liiiburgh : and his early acquaintance with Hume, Smith, Robert- 
son, Blair, and the rest of the literary gallaxy, then in the ascendant, is evi- 
denced from the same source. He was an early intimate of the ingenious blind 
poet. Dr Blacklock ; and at the house of that gentleman, as we have been in- 
formed by a survivor of the party, then a youthful boarder in the house, met 
Dr Johnson and Boswell, when the former was passing through Edinburgh on 
his journey to the Hebrides. To quote the words of our informant — Several 
strangers had been invited on the occasion, (it was to breakfast ;) and, amongst 
others. Dr Mackenzie, and his son, the late Mr Henry Mackenzie. These 
gentlemen went away before Dr Johnson ; and Mrs Blacklock took the oppor- 
tunity of pronouncing a panegyric upon the father and son, which she con- 
cluded by saying, that though Dr Maetkenzie had a large family, and was mar- 
ried to a lady who was his son’s step-mother, nevertheless the son lived with 
his own wife and family in the same house,^ and the greatest harmony obtained 
among all the parties. On this Dr Johnson said, * That^s wrong, madam 
and stated a reason, which it were as well to leave unchronicled. This 
settled Mrs Blacklock’s opinion of the doctor. Several years ago, on call- 
ing to remembrance the particulars of this breakfast with Mr Henry Mac- 
kenzie, he said there was another reason for Mrs BJacklock’s dislike : she had 
filled no less than twenty-two cups of tea to Dr Johnson at this breakfast; 
which, 1 told Mr M., was too many, for Mrs Blacklock hod appointed me to 
number them, and I made them only nineteen 

Some years after the publication of the Man of Feeling^ Mr Mackenzie 
published his Man of the Worlds which was intended as a counterpart to the 
other. In his former fiction, he imagined a hero constantly obedient to every 

somelhing which he hod observed in nature.” — Hir Walter Scott, in Ballantyne's Noeetists* 
Library^ 

3 Their residence was in one of the floors of a iall house at the junction of the Cowgatc and 
Grnssmarket, either above or below a floor occupied by, Mrs Syme, the maternal gnmdmother 
of Lord Brougham. 

^ Our correspondent’s introduction to this anecdote may be deemed worthy of the reader’s 
notice. 1 was twice in company with Dr Johnson, when he came to Edinburgh, on his 
journey to the Hebrides. Being then a boarder in Dr Blacklock’s, my request to be present 
at the breakfast given to Ur Johnson was readily granted. The impression whicli I then 
received of him can never be effaced ; but it was not of an unpleasant nature. He did not 
appear to me to be that savage which some of my college companions had described him : on 
the contrary, there was much suavity and kindness in his manner and address to Dr Black, 
lock. The blind poet generally stood in company, rocking from one side to another ; he had 
remarkably small wh^ hands, which Dr Johnson held in his great paws during the most 
part of'^he time they convers^ together, caressing and stroking them, as he might have 
done those of a pretty child.** It fa necesmry to mention, that the great moralist was, by 
Boswdl’s showing, in one of his gentlest moods on this occasion. 
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emotion of his moral sense. In the Man of the World, he exhibited, on the 
contrary, a person rushing headlong into misery and ruin, and spreading misery 
alJ around him, by pursuing a happiness which he expected to obtain in defi- 
ance of the moral sense. His next production was Julia de Raubigni^ a 
novel in a series of letters, designed, in its turn, as a counterpart to the Man 
of the World. ** A friend of the author,” says Sir Walter Scott, “ the cele- 
brated Lord Karnes, we believe, had represented to Mr Mackenzie, in how 
many poems, plays, and novels, the distress of the piece is made to turn upon 
the designing villany of some one of the dramatis pursonas. On considering 
his observations, the author undertook, as a task fit for his genius, the coinposi- 
..tioii of a story, in which the characters should bo all naturally virtuous, and 
virhere the calamities of the catastrophe should arise, as frequently happens in 
actual life, not out of schemes of premeditated villany, but from the excess and 
over-indulgence of passions and feelings in themselves blameless, nay, praise- 
worthy, but which, encouraged to a morbid excess, and coming into fatol and 
fortuitous concourse with each other, lead to the most disastrous consequences. 
Mr Mackenzie executed his purpose ; and as the plan fell in most happily with 
the views of a writer, whose object was less to describe external objects, than to 
read a lesson to the human heart, he has produced one of the most heart-wring- 
ing histories which has ever been written. The very circumstances which pal- 
liate the errors of the sufferers, in whose distress we interest ourselves, point out 
to the reader that there is neither hope, remedy, nor revenge.^’ 

In 1777 or 1778, a number of young men of literary taste, chiefly connected 
with the Scottish bar, formed themselves into an association for the prosecution 
of their favourite studies, which mine to bear the name of the Mirror Club* 
An account of this fraternity, of its members, and of the way in which they 
conducted their meetings, has already been given under the** article Willusi 
i/RAio,” being derived from the oral information of Sir William Macleod Ban- 
natyne, the latest survivor of the society.^ Of the Mirror Club, Mr 
Mackenzie was readily acknowledged chief; and, accordingly, when it was 
resolved to issue their literary essays in a small weekly paper, resembling the 
Spectator, he was appointed to undertake the duties connected with the publi- 
cation. The Mirror was commenced on the 23d of January, 1779, in the 
shape of a small folio sheet, price three halfpence, and terminated on the 27th 
of May, 1780 ; having latterly been issued twice a^week. Of the one hundred 
and ten papers to which the Mirror extended, forty-two were contributed by 
Mr Mackenzie, including La Hoche, and several others of the most admired of 
his minor pieces. The sale, during the progress of the publication, never ex- 

^ Sir William Macleod Banriatyne was bom, January 26, 1743, O. S., and died 
November 30, 1833, in his ninety-first year. He was the son of Mr Roderick Macleod, 
W. S., whose sister, iady Oanranald, for protecting Prince Charles in his wander* 
ings, was made prisoner, and kept for some time in mnfinement in London. The 
** young Clanranald,” who led out his clan in 1746, and took the town of Dundee, was 
therefore cousin-german to Sir William. The venerable subject of this note, passed advo* 
cate, January 22, 1765, and vi'as the intimate friend of the hrst lord Melville, when at the 
bar, and of several other eminent persons in that profession, with whom he used to meet re- 
gularly for mutual improvement in forensic and legal business. His contributions to the 
Mirror were five papers, which are pointed out in the latest edition. On the resignation of lord 
Swinton, in 1799, he was raised to the bench, where he performed the duties of a jud^e till 
1823. On his retirement, he received the honour of knighthood. The remainder of his life 
was spent by Sir William in a cheerful and hospitable leisure at his residence in Whifceford 
House, near the lx>ttom of the Canongate, where he was tbr many years the only surviving spe- 
cimen of the old lotaa gentleman. Sir William ^vas full of anecdote and information respectmg 
the political history or Scotland during the last century, and showed, in conversation with the 
present writer, as intimate an acquaintance, and as lively a recollection of the secrets of the 
Wa^le and Bute administrations, ns could be displayed by any living man, respecting that 
of Mr Canning or tlie Duke of Wellington. 
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.ceeded four hundred copies ; but this was more than sufficient to bring it under 
the notice of a wide and influential circle, and to found the reputation it 
Inis since enjoyed. When re-publislied in duodecimo volumes, a considerable 
sum was realized from the copyright, out of which the proprietors presented 
j£iOO to the Orphan Hospital, and treated themselves to a hogshead of claret, 
to be drunk at their ensuing meetings. 

The Lounger y a work of ^exactly the same character, was commenced by the 
same writers, and under the same editorship, February 6, 1785, and continued 
once o-week till the 6th of .Tanuary, 1787 ; out of the hundred and one papers 
to which it extended, fifty-seven are the production of Mackenzie. One of the 
latter papers the editor devoted to a generous and adventurous critique on the 
poems of Bums, which were just then published, and had not yet been ap- 
proven by the public voice. As might have been expected, Mackenzie dwells 
most fondly on the Addresses to the Mouse and the Mountain Daisy, which 
struck a tone nearest to that prevailing in his own miniL 

On the institution of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, Mr Mackenzie became 
one of the members ; and amongst the papers with which he enriched its trans- 
actions, are an elegant tribute to the memory of his friend lord Abercroniby, 
and a memoir on German tragedy ; the latter of which bestows high praise on 
the Emelia Galaiti of Lessing, and on the Robbers by Schiller. For this 
memoir he had procured the materials through the medium of a French work ; 
but desiring afterwards to enjoy the native beauties of German poetry, he took 
lessons in German from a Dr Okely, who w'as at that time studying medicine in 
Edinburgh. The fruits of his attention to German literature appeared further in 
the year 1791, in a small volume, containing translations of the Set of Horses 
by Lessing, and of two or three other dramatic pieces. But the most remarkable 
result of his studies in this department, was certainly the effect which his me- 
moir produced on the mind of Sir Walter Scott, then a very young man. It 
gave a direction to the genius of this illustrious person, at a time when it was 
groping about for something on which to employ itself ; and, harmonizing with 
the native legendary lore with which he was already replete, decided, perhaps, 
that Scott was to strike out a new path for himself, instead of following tamely 
on in the already beaten walks of literature. 

Mr Mackenzie was also an original member of the Highland Society ; and 
by him were published the volumes of their Transactionsy to which he pre- 
fixed an account of the institution, and the principal proceedings of the so- 
ciety. In these Transactions is also to be found his view of the controversy 
respecting Ossian’s Poems, and an interesting account of Gaelic poetry. 

Among Mackenzie’s compositions are several political pamphlets, all upon the 
Tory side ; the first being An Account of the Proceedings of the Parliament of 
1784,*’ in which he strongly defended the views of his friend, Mr Henry 
Dundas, afterwards viscount Melville. At the time of the French Revolution, 
he wrote various tracts, with the design of counteracting the progress of liberal 
principles in his own country. These services, with the friendship of Lord 
Melville and Mr George Rose, obtained for him, in 1804, the lucrative office 
of comptroller of taxes for Scotland, which he held till his death. 

In 1793, Mr Mackenzie wrote the life of Dr Blacklock, prefixed to a quarto 
edition of the blind poet’s works, which was published for the benefit of his 
widow. Mr Mackenzie’s intimacy with Blacklock, gave him an opportunity of 
knowing the habits of hb life, the bent of his mind, and the feelings peculiar to 
the privation of sight under which Blacklock labouirod. In 1819, he read to 
the Royal Society hb Life of John Hofne, which was some years after prefixed to 
an edition of that poet’s works, and abo published separately. At the time he 
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read this paper to the Society, he also laid before them, in connexion with it, 
some Critical Essays, chiefly relative to dramatic poetry, wliicli have not been 
published. 

Mackenzie was himself a dramatic writer, though not a successful one. A 
tragedy, written by him in early life, under the name of The Spanish Father, 
was never represented ; in consequence of Mr Garrick’s opinion, that the catas- 
trophe was of too shocking a kind for the modern stage ; although he owned the 
merit of the poetry, the force of some of the scenes, and the scope for fine act* 
iiig in the character of Alphonso, the leading person in the drama. In 1773, Mr 
Mackenzie produced a tragedy under the titl^ of The Prince of Tunis, which, 
with Mrs. Yates as its heroine, was performed with applause for six nights, at 
the Edinburgh theatre. Of three other dramatic pieces by Mr Mackenzie, the 
next was The Shipwreck, or Fatal Curiosity, which might be described as an 
alteration of Lilly’s play under the latter of tlie two names. The comedies en- 
titled the Force of Fashion, and l%e White Hypocrite, both of which were 
unsuccessful, complete the list. Mr Mackenzie’s grand deficiency as a dramatic 
author was his inability to draw forcible characters. His novels and tales charm 
by other means altogether ; but in the drama, striking <;haracters, and a skilful 
management of them, are indispensable. 

In 1808, Mackenzie published a complete edition of his W'orks in eight vo- 
lumes. From that period, and indeed from one considerably antecedent to it, 
lie might be said to have abandoned literature, though, to use his own affecting 
image, as employed at one of the meetings of the Royal Society, the old stump 
would still occasionally send forth a few green shoots. The patronage of the 
government was unfortunately extended in a soniSwhat improper shape, in as 
far as the office bestowed upon him, though lucrative, required unremitting per- 
sonal labour. He was thus unable, even if he had been willing, to cultivate 
literature to any considerable purpose. Such leisure as he possessed, he spent 
chiefly in healthy recreations — in shooting, particularly, and angling, to which 
he was devotedly attached, and the former of which he had practised in early 
life, on the ground now occupied by the New Town of Edinburgh. He thus 
protracted his days to a healthy old age, until he finally stood amidst his fellow 
men, like Noah amongst his descendants, a sole-surviving specimen of a race of 
literary men, all of whom had long been consigned to the dust. His recollec- 
tions of the great men who lived in his youth, were most distinct and interest- 
ing ; but it is to be regretted, that with the exception of what he has given in 
his Life of Home, he never could be prevailed upon to commit them to paper. 
The sole physical failing of his latter years was a slight deafness, which, how- 
ever, seemed only to give him the greater power of speech, as, by a natural 
deception of the mind, he probably conceived, that what was inaudible to him- 
self, was so, or ran the risk of being so, to his hearers also. At length, after a 
comparatively brief period of decline, he died, January 14, 1831, in the eighty- 
sixth year of his age. 

By his wife. Miss Penuel Grant, daughter of Sir Ludovick Grant, of Grant, 
Bart., and lady Mary Ogilvie, Mr Mackenzie had eleven children, the eldest of 
whom is a judge of the courts of session and justiciary — and a younger, Mr 
Holt Mackenzie, one of the members of the privy council. 

As a novelist and essayist, Mackenzie still ranks in the first class, though, 
perhaps, rather by a reflection of his former fame, than through any abtive or 
sincere appreciation of his writings by the present generation. It is, periia}#, 
unfair to judge of the intellectual efibrts of an author, by any other age thanlils 
own^ seeing that, as Johnson well remarks, the most of men content themselves 
If they only can, in some degree, outstrip their predecessors. Yet it is impos- 
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sible to overlook that Mr Mackenzie’s works are not of n kind to retain the 
highest degree of popularity beyond the age in which they wore written, end that 
they have been surpassed by many later writers, who, from the greater competition 
which they had to contend with, have not attained nearly so high an eminence. 
Mr Madcenzie lived in an age, when to attain certain proprieties in language, 
was looked upon as almost the summum bonum of authorship of any kind: men 
had not yet become sufficiently at ease about the vehicle of their thoughts, to 
direct their attention solely, or even chiefly, as they do now, to the sense which 
is conveyed. Hence, we find, in his works, a faultless sweetness and delicacy 
of diction, which, however, is only a mannerism, though not exactly that of an 
individual — while the whole scenery, incidents, and characters, instead of being* 
taken directly from nature, are little more than a vivification of what have 
. been the stock of fictitious writers from the commencement of the art. The 
real life with which Mr Mackenzie was acquainted, must have been, in a great 
measure, the same from which Sir Walter Scott afterwards fashioned his immor- 
tal narratives ; but this, to Mackenzie, fashion had forbidden, and he had not the 
force to break through the rules of that tawdry deity. He was content to take 
all his materials at second-hand, to grapple only with that literary human nature, 
which, like certain dresses on the stage, runs through all books from perhaps 
some successful model of antiquity, without ever gathering a spark of the genu- 
ine article of the living world in its course. Dexterously, %ve allow, is the 
Mosaic composed, and beautiful is the crust of sentiment in which it was present- 
ed. As works of art, the novels and itiiiior stories of Mackenzie are exquisite ; 
but, nevertheless, they could never have attained so great a celebrity, if they 
had not appeared at a time when mere art was chiefly regarded by the public, 
and when, as yet, men esteemed nature as something not exactly fitted for draw- 
ing-room intercourse. 

While we thus, with great deference, express an unfavourable opinion of his 
merits as a writer of fiction, we allow to Mr Mackenzie the highest credit ns a 
moralist, and also as a composer of language, which is to be esteemed as no 
meiin accomplishment, and depends more upon native gifts than is generally 
supposed. I'he moral sense of Mackenzie was in the highest degree pure, 
tender, and graceful ; and has imbued his writings with a cliaracter for which 
they can hardly ever fail to bo esteemed. ** The principal object of all his 
novels,’’ says Sir Walter Scott, ** has been to reach and sustain a tone of moral 
pathos, by representing the effect of incidents, whether important or trifling, 
upon the human mind, and especially on those which were not only just, hon- 
ourable, and intelligent, hut so framed as to be responsive to those finer feelings 
to which ordinary hearts are callous.” The sweet collocation of the words in 
which all these efforts ire made, combines to render the effect, to an extraor- 
dinary degree, soothing, refining, and agreeable. 

MACKINTOSH, (Sib) James, a distinguished historian and statesman, was 
born on the 24th of October, 1765, at Alldowrie, the residence of his grand- 
mother, situated on the banks of Loch Ness, about seven miles from Inverness. 
He was in his own person, being the eldest of three children, the representative 
of the Killochy branch of the family of Mackintosh, (a property which they ac- 
quired in the fifteenth century,) and was the eleventh in descent from Allan, 
third son of Malcolm, the tenth chief of the clan, who was one of the leaders 
in the celebrated battle of Harlaw, fought in 1411. The lairds of Killochy, as 
the eldest branch of the Mackintoshes extant, were always captains of the watch 
(a feudal military appointment) to the diief of the dan, and acted in this capa- 
city in all the hostilities in which he happened to be engaged. 

John Mackintosh of Killochy, father to the subject of this memoir, hdd a 
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cominitsion for several ye*ars in GampbelPs Highlanders, and n’as ivounded in 
the Seven Years^ War in Germany. He was afterwards a captain in the 68th 
regiment, and served with this corps for a considerable time in Gibraltar, and 
other places abroad. He was a man of amiable manners and disposition, and 
much esteemed by all who knew him, amongst the most remarkable of whom 
was major Mercer, the author of a volume of pleasing poetry, who thus speaks 
of him, sixteen years after his death, in a letter to lord Glenbervie :«— ** We 
lived together,” says this gentleman, ** for two years in the same tent, without 
one unkind word or look. John Mackintosh was one of the liveliest, most 
good-humoured, gallant lads I ever knew.” 

^ Sir James’s mother, Marjory Macgilivray, who died at Gibraltar, while he was 
yet a child, was a daughter of Alexander Macgilivray, lilsq. of the state of 
Carolina. 

From a very early period of life the subject of this memoir discovered a sin- 
gular propensity to reading ; a passion which his father, who had been, himself 
accustomed to an active life, and who desired that his son’s pursuits should be 
of a more stirring kind, endeavoured, but in vain, to subdue. Little foreseeing 
the eminence to which this studious disposition was one day to raise him, he 
twitted the boy with his sedentary and monotonous life ; telling him, with the 
view of rousing him to an interest in what was passing around him, and of 
directing his inclinations into a livelier channel, that he would become a mere 
pedant. His attachment to books, however, was too deeply seated in his nature 
to be removed by such sarciisnis, and his father’s opposition had the effect only 
of driving him to do that by stealth and in secret which he had done before 
openly. He rose at midnight when the family had retired to rest, lighted his 
(handle, and pursued his solitary studies unmolested till the approach of 
morning. 

In consequence of his father’s being much abroad, the care of young Mac- 
kintosh devolved chiefly upon his grandmother, a woman of superior endow- 
ments, and to whom he was in a great measure indebted for the early discipline 
which his mind received. When of sufficient age to leave home, the future 
historian .and statesman was sent to the academy of Fortrose, then the most dis- 
tinguished seminary in that part of Scotland, and placed under the tuition of 
Mr Stalker, one of the masters. Here young Mackintosh rapidly acquired, 
and continued to maintain, a marked superiority over ail his schoolfellows for 
ability and application. In this remote corner of the world, and at the early 
period of his life, his future fame was shadowed forth in a loc^l reputation which 
gave to Jamie Mackintosh” the character of a prodigy of learning and 
talent. His master entertained a similar opinion of him, and, as a proof of his 
confidence in his acquirements and abilities, devolved upon him, while yet a 
mere boy, nearly the entire management of the classical department of the 
school. At this period, too, he began to discover that talent for oratory and 
declamation by which he so eminently distinguished himself in after life. The 
eloquence, however, on which latterly ** listening senates hung ” was at this 
period poured out from the lop of the grave stones in the churchyard of Fort- 
rose, on which the young orator used to mount in irioinents of enthusiasm, and 
declaim from Shakspeare and Milton to a wondering, gaping, and admiring au- 
dience of his schoolfellows. The political opinions which distinguished, Mr 
Mackintosh throughout his life were also very early formed. He was said by 
a lady, a relative of his own, to have been ** bom a whig,” but he certainly was 
not this by inheritance, for his friends and connexions were all staunch lories 
and Jacobites, and they did not view without regret and sorrow the apostasy of 
this scion of the house of Killochy. The youUiful faocy, however, of the young 
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heir to that reneiable title luid been captivated by thb fluency and sentimental 
descriptions of the democracies of (irreece and Home, which he found in his 
favourite classics, and he formed opinions of his own on the subject of political 
freedom with but little reference to the creed of his family. Pym, Hampden, 
and Algernon Sidney, were the objects of his idolatry ; their example excited 
his imagination, and their writings imbued him with those political principles 
which ** grew with his growth, and strengthened with his strength.’’ The 
Utopian notions, however, whicli so often mislead men of weak minds, had no 
such effect on Mr Mackintosh. He saw the necessity of sobering down all such 
ianciful theories to the level of real life, and of pruning and adapting them to 
the passions and weaknesses of human nature. 1 le was above all impressed with* 
the necessity of circumscribing his ideas of political freedom, which had before 
run wild, by the great outlines of the British constitution. In his own impres- 
sive and figurative language, he desired, that the light which might break in on 
England should be, through well-contrived, and well-disposed windows, and 
not through flaws and breaches, the yawning chasms of our ruin.*’ 

The singular talents whicdi young Mackintosh discovered while at Fortrose, 
and the extraordinary proficiency which he made in his studies, determined his 
friends to bestow upon him a university education, and he was ac(M)rdingly, 
through the kindness of a relative, placed in King’s college, Aberdeen, under 
Mr Leslie, lie here also attended the lectures of .lames Dunbar, LL.L)., pro- 
fessor of moral philosophy, and Mr William Ogilvie, professor of humanity. 

While at Aberdeen he formed an acrjtiaintance and intimacy with the late 
Rev. Robert Hall of Leicester, which continued throughout their future lives. 
They were inseparable while at college, and a biogi'aphical sketch of his 
deceased friend was amongst the last literary efforts of Mackintosh. It was iii' 
tended for the new edition of Mr Hall’s works published by Dr Gregory. 

Having acquired a complete knowledge of Greek and mathematics, Mr 
Mackintosh, who had now determined on adopting the medical profession, re- 
paired to Edinburgh to complete his education at the university of that city. 
Here he attended the lectures of Dr Cullen and professor Black, preparatory to 
his taking the degree of doctor of medicine, and applying himself to regular 
practice in that profession. He also joined the well known literary club called 
the Speculative Society, instituted in 17G4, in which he became a keen debat- 
er, and distinguished himself by the boldness of his opinions, and the ability 
and eloquence with which he expounded and maintained them. Amongst his 
associates at this period were Mr, now lord Gillies, Mr, now lord Moncrieff, and 
the present earl of Lauderdale, and amongst the number of his friends, the il- 
lustrious author of the ** Wealth of Nations,” who early discovered, and warmly 
encouraged, the promising talents of the young orator. 

It was at this period that Mr Mackintosh’s mind became seriously directed to- 
wards general literature, and to moral, political, and speculative philosophy, the 
result of his studying, which he did with the most serious attention, the works 
of Robertson, Smith, Clark, and Brown, who were then in the zenith of their 
fame. Having received his medical degree, although he had now determined 
to abandon that profession, to which, indeed, he had never been attached, he 
set out for London in the year 1787, in company with the eldest son of Sir 
James Grant of Grant, who had, about this period, become knight of the shire 
for the county of Moray. Undetermined as to his future pursuits, he lingered 
idly about the metropolis for some time, made a short visit to the continent, and 
Anally returned to study law, having Aiirly parted with physic. In the year fol- 
lowing, viz. 1788, ho succeeded, by the death of his fatlier, to the estate of Kil« 
lochy, now worth about £900 per annum. Method and economy, Imweveif^were 
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not, at this period, amorigst the number of Mr Mackiiitosli't virtues, and the 
consequence was, that notwithstanding this handsome accession to his means, 
he soon found himself involved in pecuniary difficulties of so extensive and ur- 
gent a kind as compelled him to part with his patrimonial inheritance for the 
very inadequate sum of X9000. Still but loosely attached to his professional 
studies, he now permitted his attention to be diverted to the science of politics, 
and in 1789, published a pamphlet on the Hegency Question, in which he as- 
serted the constitutional right of the heir-apparent to supply his father’s place 
in the circumstances which then gave rise to the discussion. Pitt’s theory, how- 
ever, prevailed, and thus the first published literary essay of Mr Mackintosh 
was found upon the losing side. Hitherto he had attracted but little public 
notice, and had been foiled in his attempt to obtain political celebrity. Both 
of these, however, were awaiting him, and on no distant day. In 1791, he 
published his celebrated w'ork entitled Vindicim Oallicm, or a defence of the 
French He volution and its English admirers, against the accusations of the 
right honourable Kdiuund Burke ; including some strictures on the late pro- 
duction of Monsieur de Calonne,” an octavo volume of 379 pages. This work 
he sold, while yet but partly written, for a trifling sum ; but the merits and 
success of the production induced the publisher to depart from the original con- 
tract, and to give its author triple the sum stipulated for. The first two editions 
were disposed of within four months ; and a third appeared in the end of Au- 
gust, 1791. The extraordinary talent which this work displayed, procured Mr 
Mackintosh an extensive and illustrious circle of acquaintances, in which were, 
amongst others, Sheridan, (^rey, Whitbread, Fox, the duke of Bedford, and 
his celebrated antagonist, Burke himself, who soon after the appearance of the 
Vindiciffi,” opened a correspondence with him, and it is said succeeded in chang- 
ing and modifying to a considerable extent many of the opinions of its author. 

3Ir Blackintosh now (179^) entered himself as a student of Lincoln’s Inn, 
and in 1795, was called to the bar by that society ; but did not, for several 
yearn thereafter, attain any considerable practice, lie attended the churls, 
however, and went the Norfolk circuits, but without much improvement to his 
business. 

With the view of enlarging his income, which the want of professional suc- 
cess kept within narrow bounds, he, in the year 1798, announced his intention 
of delivering a course of lectures on ** The Law of Nature and of Nations.” A 
suspicion of his motives in a political point of vii?w raised some obstacles in the 
way of this attempt ; but these being efiectually removed by his Introductory 
Lecture, which was printed under the title of “ A Discourse on the Law of Na- 
ture and of Njitions,” and which drew the most ilattering eulogiums from both 
Mr Fox and Mr Pitt, he was permitted to proceed, and delivered his course in 
Lincoln’s Inn hall to a large and respectable audience. These ** Discourses ” 
are allowed by all to comprehend nearly every excellency which human sagacity 
and human intelligence can bring to bear on su<;h subjects ; profundity and 
felicity of thought, high intellectual power, and chaste and elegant language. 

After the general election of 1803, Mr Mackintosh was retained as counsel 
in several controverted cases, and acquitted himself with great ability before 
committees of the house of commons, but still without attracting much public 
notice as a barrister. Next year, however, a case was put into his hands which 
at once gained him the highest professional reputation. This was the defence 
of M. Peltier, editor of “ The Ambigu,” a French journal, for a libel against 
Bonaparte, then first consul of France, and at that time at peace with this coun- 
try. The trial took place on the 2 1st of February, 1803, in the court of King’s 
Beiu;h. JVlr Mackintosh stood alone and unsuppoi led in the defence of Peltier, 
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against an array of talent on the opposite side which would liare appalled any 
man of less resolution^ and which nothing but a strong confidence in his own 
abilities and intellectual researches <x)iild have enabled him to encounter. His 
principal antagonists in this case were Mr Perceval, at that period attorney general, 
afterwards prime minister, and Mr Abbot, afterwards lord Tenterden. Mr Mac- 
kintosh’s pleading on this celebrated trial was one of the most masterly efforts of 
the kind which had ever been witnessed. It was one continued strain of powerful, 
impressive, and classical eloquence. His whole energies were concentrated in 
the effort, and the whole stores of his vast and retentive memory, and of his 
elegant and felicitous fancy were brought forth and mingled with the current of 
his eloquence, imparting to it a richness and splendour of tint, which great 
and original minds only can produce. His speech on this occasion was de- 
clared by lord bdlenborough to be ** the most eloquent oration he had ever 
heard in Westminster Hail.” A still iriore flattering compliment was paid the 
orator by Madame de Stael, who translated the speech into French, in which 
shape it was circulated throughout Europe. 

Mr Mackintosh was at this period professor of general polity and the laws 
in the East India college at Hertford, an appointment which the reputation he 
had acquired from his “ Lectures on the Law of Nature and of Nations had 
obtained for him; but the splendid display of talent which he bad exhibited in 
his defence of Peltier procured him much more powerful patronage, and opened 
up to him prospects more cominonsurate to his deserts. He now attracted the 
notice of the government, by which he was considered a person who might be 
profitably employed in some ofHcial situation connected with the stale, and he 
was accordingly offered in the same year the reiumlership of Bombay. This 
appointment he accepted, though not without some hesitation, and before setting 
out he received the honour of knighthood. He remained in Bombay for seven 
years, discharging the grave and important duties of a chief judge with an upright-. 
ness, integrity, and ability unsurpassed in the annals of criminal jurisprudenr.e. 
Faithful to the high trust reposed in him, he yet tempered the severity of the laws 
by mingling, whenever it was possible to do so, some drops of mercy in the cups of 
bitterness, which duty to his country and to society compelled him to administer. 
A well judged and discriminate lenity, that lenity which makes the laws not an 
object of contempt and ridicule, but of love and reverence, and which leaves no 
room for grudge or reflection at their awards, formed one of the most prominent 
and god-like features in the judicial character of Sir James Mackintosh. A re- 
markable and beautiful instance of his application of this principle occurred 
during his recordership in Bombay. Two young natives were brought before 
him, tried, and convicted of having conspired to waylay and murder a Dutch- 
man from Cochin. The peiifilty attached to the crime by tiie law was death. 
Some circumstances in the cose, however, afforded Sir Jainea an opportunity of 
extending mercy to them so far as to save their lives, and he availed himself of 
it The prisoners were in the mean time withdrawn from the bar, and during 
this interval came to a resolution, between themselves, of murdering tlieir judge 
when they should be called up to receive, as they expected, sentence of death, 
and for this purpose they provided themselves with knives. The design of the 
ruffians was most providentially discovered in sufficient time to prevent its being 
carried into eflect. The sequel, a story worthy of the best days of Rome, and 
of the noblest and best of her citizens, will be best told in the language which 
Sir James himself addressed to the culprits, when they were brought again be- 
fore him to receive the commuted sentence which his lenity had procured for 
them. 1 was employed,'’ he said, addressing the prisoners, ** in considering 
the mildest judgment which public duty would allow me to pronounce on you. 
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^hen 1 learned Arom undoubted authority, that your thoughts towards me were 
not of the same nature. 1 was credibly, or rather certainly informed, that you 
had admitted into your minds the desperate project of destroying your own lives 
at the bar where you stand, and of signalizing your suicide by the previous de- 
struction of at least one of your judges. If that murderous project had been ex- 
ecuted, 1 should have been the first British magistrate who ever stained with his 
blood the bench on which he sat to administer justice. But 1 could never have 
died better than in the discharge of my duty. When 1 accepted the office of n 
minister of justice, 1 knew that 1 ought to despise unpopularity and slander, 
and even death itself. Thank God 1 do despise them ; and I solemnly assure 
you, that I feel more compassion for the gloomy and desperate state of mind 
which could harbour such projects, than resentment for that part of them which 
was directed against myself. 1 should consider myself as indelibly disgraced, 
if a thought of your projects against me were to influence niy judgment.^’ He 
then passed sentence on them to be imprisoned for twelve months, the exact 
amount of punishment he had originally proposed. 

During his residence in India, Sir James contributed a number of valuable 
papers to the Asiatic llegister,’* and supplied the late Dr Buchanan with a 
large quantity of material for his voluminous works on India, llis return to 
England was hastened by a severe illness. He left Bombay in November 1811, 
retiring from the Hecordership with a pension of £1200 per annum. 

In July 1813, a little more than twelvemonths after his arrival in his native 
country, lie was elected, through the interest of lord Cawdor, as representative 
for the county of Nairn ; an occxision which called liim to visit the friends and 
the scenes of his youth; and no man could enjoy the happiness, or be more 
feelingly alive to all the romantic, endearing, and delightful recollections and 
associations, which the contemplation of objects familiar to our boyhood, and 
fram which we have been long absent, is calculated to produce. He was, 
as all men of noble and generous minds are, an enthusiastic admirer. of 
the external beauties of nature, and his native district alforded ample induce- 
ments to the indulgence of this pure and exalted taste ; a taste which he him- 
self has beautifully said, pi'eserves those habits of reflection and sensibility 
which receive so many rude shocks in the coarse contests of the world.” 

In 1818, he was elected for Knaresborough in Yorkshire, through the in- 
fluence of the duke of Devonshire, and was re-chosen at the subsequent elections 
of 1820, 1826, 1830, and 1831. He was also elected Lord Rector of the uni- 
versity of Glasgow in 1822, and again in 1823. Sir James was now become a 
person to whom a national importance and consideration were attached, one of 
the marked and elevated characters of the country, who had acquired a conven- 
tional right from the soundness and capacity of his judgment, and the extraor- 
dinary splendour of his abilities, to take an active and prominent part in the 
management of her alfairs, and a conviction of this truth prevailing in those 
high quarters where it could be acted upon, he was appointed in 1828, one 
of his majesty's privy council, and on the formation of the Earl Grey adminis- 
tration in 1830, he was made on the 1st December a commissioner for Indian 
affairs. 

In parliament Sir James took a prominent part in all questions connected with 
foreign policy, and international law; but more especially distinguished himself 
in the discussions on the alien bill, the liberty of the press, religious toleration « 
the slave trade, the settlement of Greece, reform in parliament, and on the right 
of our colonies to self-government But a question still more congenial to hie 
philanthropic disposition and benevolent nature, than any of these, devdved 
upon him on the death of Sir Samuel Romilly. This was the consideration of 
HI. 3 T 
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the best means of amending the criminal law — a code which he had always 
thought much too sanguinary, and, therefore, but ill adapted for the ends to 
which all laws ought to be directed. He thought with Goldsmith, that a man 
might see his last crime without dying for it ; and that rery little blood would 
serve to cement our security.” 

His speeches on this subject are full of the most enlightened and statesmanlike 
views, and combine, in a wonderful degree, all the beauties of eloquen(‘>e with 
profound reasoning, and just and noble sentiment. So beautiful, indeed, aro 
his orations on this subject, and so powerful the arguments which form their 
frame-work, that it excites a feeling of surprise in the reader to find, that tliey 
did not instantly accomplish the object for whose attainment they were con- ^ 
structed. * They appear irresistible, and seem to comprehend every argument 
on the point at issue which human ingenuity could devise. As chairman of a 
committee of the house of commons, on the criminal law, in 1819, Sir James 
Mackintosh introduced six bills in the course of *May, 1 820. Hut three only 
of these were at the time persisted in, and in the commutation of punishment 
bill, seven of the eleven oflences which it was intended to commute, were ex- 
punged in the house of lords, four only being sullered to remain. 

Sir James Mackintosh, as already noticed, w^ns in politics a whig, and all his 
votes and speeches in parliament were in favour of the opinions and sentiments 
of that party ; but he was, perhaps, one of the most moderate and tolerant poli- 
ticians that ever existed, as the natural mildness and benevolence of his disposi- 
tion never failed to mingle largely in whatever character he assumed, whether 
author, statesman, or judge. In all he was the same — amiable, forbearing, and 
conciliating. 

One of Sir Jameses last speeches in parliament, was on the bill relating to 
anatomical dissections, in which he strenuously advocated the propriety, nay, 
necessity of affording to the profession every facility for obtaining subjects for 
the dissecting table. His speech, on this occasion, was remarkable for all that 
elegance of diction, and cogency of argument which distinguished his rheto- 
rical effusions; and indicated, besides, a love of science on the part of the speaker, 
and a zeal for the welfare of mankind, wortliy of a great statesman and of a 
great philanthropist. 

Great as Sir James Mackintosh certainly was as an orator, he was yet greater 
as an author, and the fame which he derives from the latter character, stands 
on still higher and firmer ground than that on which the former is rested. 1 he 
Vindicias Gallica;, published when the author was only in the twonty«sixth year 
of his age, is an eloquent and powerful political treatise. On all the grand points 
on which he meets Mr Burke — the expediency and necessity of a revolution in 
France — the character of the national assembly — the popular excesses which at- 
tended the revolution, &c. — it may be safely assumed, that he obtains the mas- 
tery in truth and cogency of argument. It ought to be remembered, that the 
French Revolution had not, at this time, put on its worst aspect. The great 
change which had taken place, promised to regenerate France, and to renovate 
civil society ; and Sir James Mackintosh, like his master Fox, in his exultation 
at the dawn of so bright a prospect, could not foresee that it would terminate in 
bloodshed and tyranny. 

Both works are written in a style too ornate and artificial. The rich and 
fertile genius of Burke, and his vast and multifarious stores of learning, crowd- 
ed his pages with illustrations from all sources — from history, philosophy, and 
poetry — and he was not over-solicitous as to their being apposite and correct 
On the other hand. Sir James Mackintosh, fresh from his books and burning 
with seal, was also ambitious of display, and chastity and purity of diction were 
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neglected by both. Such a contest, however — so splendid a specimen of the lite- 
rary duelloy on so magnificent nn arena, may not again occur for a considerable 
length of time. The defence of Peltier is also a masterly performance ; but the 
dissertation in the Kncyclopasdia Britannica, and his life of Sir Thomas More, 
in Dr Lardner’s Cyclopaedia, are perhaps the most finished of the acknowledged 
productions of Sir James Mackintosh. The two volumes of his abridged History 
of Knglaiid, serve rather to show the views he took of certain points of English 
history, and the philosophy he was able to bring to the task, with his habitual 
carelessness in minor details, than his talent at composing a connected, conse- 
cutive work. These two little volumes,' however, contain some striking passages 
and disqiiisitiona But in the opinion of Mr Campbell, who knew Sir James 
Mackintosh intimately, they were merely the expansion of the prefatory matter 
which he intended for a great historical work on the affairs of England since 
the Revolution, and which he had contemplated for several years, and in part 
written, but was too much impeded in his progress, both by his parliamentary 
duties and the infirm state of his health, to bring to a conclusion. His labours 
were, nevertheless, given to the world in 1834, as a Plistory of the British 
Revolution. It was the opinion of Sir James that history ought to be written 
with feeling, but without passion ; and to this excellent dogma he has himself 
rigidly adhered. He also contributed various articles to the Edinburgh Review 
in its earlier days. I'liese are of such superior excellence, and so various — 
ranging over almost every department of literature — that it is much to be wish- 
ed that the best of them were collected and published in a separate form. Lord 
Byron greatly admired them, and in his letters and journals, has expressed this 
admiration in the strongest terms. 

After what has been said of Sir James Mackintoshes public life and character, 
it is almost unnecessary to add, that in private life, he displayed all the domestic 
virtues, and all the better qualities of human nature. He was mild, benevolent, 
generous, humane, and unaffected. Ready at all times to succour the unfortun- 
ate and the distressed, he bestowed on all who sought it, that assistance which 
their circumstances required; whether it was his time, his purse, or his advice ; 
and to all three, if desired, the applicant was welcome. The most pleasing 
characteristic of Hume — that almost infantine simplicity which his friends re- 
marked in liis intercourse with them — mingled also in the character of Mack- 
intosh, contrasting finely with its nobler parts. Plis conversational powers 
were of the very first order, and never failed to delight all who had the good 
fortune to enjoy liis society. His person was well formed, and above the mid- 
dle stature. Plis countenance was intelligent, and exhibited a pleasing com- 
pound of grave and gay expression, indicative of a readiness to sympathize with 
either of these feelings, as chance might direct their appeals to him. 

Sir James was in an indifferent state of health for some time previous to his 
death, but that melancholy event was finally brought on by an accident While 
<)t dinner, about the beginning of March, 1832, a portion of the breast of a 
fowl, with a fragment of bone in it, which be had attempted to swallow, stuck 
in his throat, and, tliough afterwards extracted without producing any imme- 
diate serious consequences, the accident completely unsettled his general health. 
Plis debility from that hour daily increased, till the 30th of May, when he died 
in the sixty-sixth year of his age, at his house in Langham Place, having anti- 
cipated and met the hour of his dissolution with a firmness and resignation 
worthy of his past life. Pie was buried at Hampstead. 

Sir James Mackintosh was twice married ; first in 1789, to Miss Catherine 

1 The greater part of a third volume was written by Sir James : he breaks off at the eia 
of the Bartholomew massacre. 
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Stewart of Gerrard Street, Soho, sister to the Messieurs Stewart, formerly pro* 
prietors of the Morning Post,” by whom he had issue a son, who died in in- 
fancy, and three daughters — viz., Mary, married to Claudius James liicli, 
£sq., of Bombay — Maitland, married to \V. Erskine, Esq. — and Catherine, mar- 
ried to Sir W. Wiseman, Bart. Mrs Mackintosh died in 1797. — He was after- 
wards married to Catharine, daughter of J. B. Allen, Esq. of Cressella, in 
Pembrokeshire. By this lady, who died at Chesrie, near Genoa, on the Gth 
May, 1830, he had one son and a daughter; viz., Kobert Mackintosh, Esq., 
B. A., fellow of New College, Oxford; and Frances, married to H. Wedgewood, 
Esq., SlalTordshire. 

MACKNlGH'r, (Dr) James, a learned scriptural commentator, was born on , 
the 1 7th of September, 1721. His father, Mr William Macknight, minister at 
Irvine, was a native of Irehand, where his ancestors, descended from the family 
of M'Naughtane, in the Highlands of Scotland, had resided for more than a 
eentury. Mr William Macknight early displayed very popular talents as a 
preacher; and having, it is said, accidentally officiated in tho church of Irvine, 
sometime after the death of the former incumbent, he gave so much satisfaction 
to the hearers, that, in consequence of a general wish expressed by the parish- 
ioners to the patron, he was soon appointed to supply the vacant charge. In 
this situation he continued during life, universally esteemed for genuine piety, 
purity of morals, and integrity of character. 

Mr James Macknight, the subject of this memoir, received the rudiments of 
education at the school of Irvine; and about the age of fourteen, was sent to the 
university of Glasgow, where ho studied with great approbation from his teach- 
ers, on account of his diligence and proficiency. Tiie notes he then took from 
the lectures on logic and moral philosophy, before he was sixteen, still remain 
among his papei’s, and afford remarkable indications of the same acuteness and 
soundness of judgment, which aftervmrds characterized his theological writings. 

Having completed the usual course of academical discipline at (jJnsgow, Mr 
Macknight went to Leyden, in order to prosecute the study of theology, to 
which he had shown an early attachment. While he remained in Holland, he had 
an opportunity of procuring many valuable books, written by foreign divines, 
which afterwards assisted his own labours in explaining Scripture. After bis 
return to Scotland, having received from the presbytery of Irvine a license to 
preach the gospel, he w'as chosen to officiate at the (iorbals, near Glasgow ; a 
situation which at that time could he held by a licentiate of the church, before 
being ordained to the pastoral function. On this occasion, one of the candidates 
was Mr Robert Henry, afterwards the well known historian of Great Britain. 
It chanced that the gentlemen who were thus placed in competition with each 
other at the commencement of life, were at last, after an interval of many years, 
associated as colleagues in the charge of the Old Church parish of Edinburgh. 

From the Gorbals, Mr Macknight went to Kilwinning, in consequence of an 
invitation from Mr Fergusson, then minister of lliat place ; and acted for some 
time as his assistant in the charge of the parish. Here he conducted himself 
with such propriety, that his character began to be established ; and on the death 
of Mr Fisher, at Maybole, he obtained the vacant living there, with the con- 
curring wish of the heritors and people. Of this charge, accordingly, he was 
ordained as minister, on the 10th of May, 1763. At Maybole, Mr Macknight 
continued sixteen years ; and discharged the duties of the pastoral office with 
such assiduity and kindness, that, when he left it, he carried with him the aflec- 
tions and regret of all his flock. It may be mentioned, as a pleasing evidence 
of attachment, that when he proposed accepting a presentation to the living of 
Jedburgh, many respectable inhabitants of the parish of Maybole, joined toge- 
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liter in earnestly soliciting liiin to remain as tlieir pastor; and in order to ob- 
tain bis compliance with this request, they ollered, not only to augment the value 
of his income, but to provide him an assistant, should the state of his health 
render it necessary. This generous proposal, however, he judged it proper, 
from prudential considerations, to decline. 

It was at Maybole, that, amidst his professional occupations in a populous 
charge, Dr Macknight composed the first and second of bis works. Of the for- 
mer, indeed, or the Harmony of the Gospels, it appears from his papers, that 
the plan had been conceived by him so early ns the third or fourth year of bis 
attendance at the university ; and from that time he began to collect materials 
,.for the publication. 'I'he first edition of this book was published in 1756. AU 
though the plan of it didered considerably from that of ibrmer Harmonies, in 
supposing that the h>aiigelists have not neglected the order of time in the nar- 
ration of events, the reception it met with from most competent judges was so 
favourable, that the author was encouraged to undertake a second edition, with 
considerable improvements and additions. This edition appeared in 1763. In 
the same year, was also published by Dr Macknight, another performance of great 
merit, entitled the Truth of the Gospel History, which had been the fruit of the 
author's studies during the interval between the first and second editions of his 
Harmony. Its object is, to illustrate and confirm, both by argument and by 
appecil to the testimony of ancient authors, what are commonly arranged under 
the three great titles of the Internal, the Collateral, and the Direct Evidences of 
the Gospel History. 

By these publications, Dr Macknight soon obtained a high reputation for theo- 
logical learning. The university of Edinburgh conferred on liim (among the 
first who obtained that distinction in Scotland) the degree of Doctor of Divinity; 
and he was, in 1769, chosen moderator of the General Assembly of the church of 
Scotland. During the course ol* the same year, he was translated to the paro- 
chial charge of Jedburgh ; in which he remained about three years, and where 
he received from his people the most Haltering tokens of respect and kindness. 
In 1772, he was elected one of the ministers of Edinburgh ; a preferment for 
which he was chiefly indebted to the long-continued and steady friendship of the 
very respectable and highly esteemed family of Kilkerran. His first charge in 
Edinburgh was the parish of Lady Yester’s ; from which he was translated, in 
1778, to the Old Church, where he continued during the remainder of his life. 

Besides performing the ordinary duties of the pastoral function, a minister of 
Edinburgh, in virtue of his office, is much occupied with public meetings on 
business of various kinds, especially the management of the dififerent charitable 
foundations, which have long been the boast of the capital of Scotland. On 
these, accordingly. Dr Macknight, though he entertained some doubts respect- 
ing the good efiects of such institutions, bestowed much of his attention ; and 
Ills judicious counsels of management, were undoubtedly productive, at that 
time, of considerable benefit, in maintaining the strictness of their discipline, 
as well as the purity of their administration. Among other objects of such 
official care, is the fund established by act of jKirliament for a provision to the 
widows and children of ministers in the church of Scotland. As one of the 
trustees appointed by the act, he had long taken a leading part in conducting 
the business of this Charity; and after the death of Dr Webster, he was appointed 
joint collector with Sir H. Moiicrieff Wellwood, Bart. 

In the church courts he acted steadily on that system of ecclesiastical policy, 
which, for many years past, has guided the decisions of the General Assembly. 
At the same time, he firmly resisted whatever appeared to him as any infringe- 
ment on the constitutional law or practice of the church; and, accordingly. 
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when some of his friends seemed to wish for the abolition of Calls, as an unne- 
cessary form in the settlement of ministers, he moved and carried a resolution 
of the Assembly of 1782, (relative to certain overtures on the subject, then under 
the discussion of the house,) ** declaring, that the moderation of a Call in settling 
ministers, is agi'eenble to the imtneniorial and constitutional practice of this 
church, and that it ought to be continued a resolution which was aftenvards 
converted into a declaratory act, and printed as such in the proceedings of the 
Assembly for that year. 

But what chiefly engaged his mind, and occupied his time, after he became a 
minister of Edinburgh, was the execution of his last and greatest work on the 
Apostolical Epistles; which was published in 1795, in four volumes quarto.^ 
llespecling this work, it is perhaps not unworthy of being told, that it was the 
result of the unremitting labour of almost thirty years ; that, notwithstanding 
his numerous professional avoi^tions, the author, while composing it, was seldom 
less than eleven hours every day employed in study ; and that before it came to 
the press, the whole manuscript had been written no less than flve times with 
his own hand. — At the time of publishing The New Translation of the Apos- 
tolical Epistles, with a Commentary and Notes,*’ Dr Macknight was highly in- 
debted to the patronage of the duke of Grafton ; and after the work made its 
appearance, he received the most honourable testimonies of approbation froiu 
many of the bisliops and respectable dignitiiries of tlie church of England, as 
well as from the ablest divines of all descriptions. 

After the publication of ibis work. Dr Macknight considered himself as having 
accomplished the greatest object of his life; and, wishing to enjoy at the end of 
his days, some relief from the labour of study, he resisted the repeated solicita- 
tions of his friends, who earnestly urged him to undertake the illustration of 
the Book of the Acts, on the same plan which he had so successfully followed in 
explaining other parts of the New Testament — But soon after this period, from 
the want of their usual exercise, a sensible decline of his faculties, particularly 
a failure of his memory, was observed by his family. This fact is a striking 
instance of the analogy between the powers of the body and those of the mind, 
both of which sufler by inaction ; and it furnishes a useful caution to those who 
have been long habituated to any regular exertion of mind, against at once de- 
sisting entirely from its usual eflbrts ; since the effect, in the course of nature, 
is not only to create languor, but to hasten the progress of debility and failure. 

As yet, however, (1796,) Dr Macknight’s bodily vigour seemed to be but little 
impaired. In early life, he was afllicted with frequent headachs ; but after he 
had reached the age of tliirty, they seldom returned: and he afforded a singular 
instance of a sedentary life long continued, with hardly any of those complaints 
which it usually induces. This uninterrupted enjoyment of health he owed, 
under Providence, to a naturally robust make, and a constitution of body un- 
commonly sound and vigorous, along with regular habits of temperance, and of 
taking exercise, which he did by walking nearly three hours every day. 

Having finished the task he had prescribed to himself as an author, he 
mingled frequently in the society of his friends, from which, at intervals, he 
had always received much enjoyment ; and long retained the same cheerfulness 
of temper, for which at the hours of relaxation from severe study, he had been 
remarkable, when in the company of those whom he esteemed. Even after the 
symptoms of his decline were become visible, (1798,) his natural sagacity and 
strength of judgment, as well as his extensive and familiar knowledge of the 
Scriptures, were still to bo discerned in his conversation and public appear- 
ances. And BO habitual was his anxiety to discharge his duty, that he insisted 
on officiating for a considerable time after his friends had wished him to with- 
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draw from public labour. It was not, indeed, without much entreaty, that he 
at last consented to accept the services of an assistant 

The disease which terminated his life was the peripneumonia notha, occa- 
sioned by an incautious exposure to the severity of the weather, about the end 
of December, 1799. This distemper, in its progress and issue, resisted the 
ablest and most assiduous eiforts of medical skill. — During^ his illness, his mifid 
was composed, tranquil, and resigned ; he never complained ; and on the 
morning of the 1 3th of January, 1800, he expired without a struggle. As in 
the course of the preceding night he slept but little, the time was employed in 
hearing passages from the Psalms and Evangelists, which by his own desire 
were read to him by one of his family. — Thus, having spent his life in il- 
lustrating Scripture, and exerted the last efforts of his attention in listen- 
ing with delight to its precious words, he may be truly said to have slept in 
Jesus. 

As a clergyman, the sentiments and conduct of Dr Macknight were equally 
characterized by consistency and propriety. In the discharge of every public 
and private duty of religion, with a constant reliance on divine aid, he was re- 
gular and steady. lie knew and felt what became the sacred ofHce which he 
held; and never departed, on any ocM'asion, from the dignity or decorum of his 
professional character. irlaving given himself wholly to the meditation of 
divine things, he continued in them : in the work of his Master he was steadfast 

and faithful to the end His piety was at once sincere, rational, and without 

ostentation. To be useful in the cause of truth and virtue, was his highest am- 
bition ; and with all the means of .attaining this end which the resources of a 
well-informed and liberal mind could supply, he united a ze^d for the iiiteresls 
of Christianity, which terminated only with liis life. 

When engaged, either in private controversy or in the public debates of the 
church cx)urt8, he was always remarkable for speaking strictly to the point at is- 
sue. He was likewise distinguished by coolness, discretion, and command of 
temper ; he listened with patience to the arguments of his opponents ; and in 
delivering his opinions, he showed himself uniformly open, candid, and explicit. 
At the same time, his talent was rather that of business than of address ; he ap- 
peared to be better fitted for deciding on the merits of a question in debate, 
than for soothing the passions, or managing the humours of mankind, — a quali- 
fication rarely possessed but by minds of a superior order. 

On various subjects, besides those embraced by bis profession, his range of 
knowledge was ample and profound. He perused the writers of antiquity with 
critical skill ; and of his acquaintance with the Creek language, especially the 
original of the New Testament, his observations on the forC/O of the particles, in 
his Commentary, are a sufficient proof. In the speculations, also, of metaphy- 
sical, moral, and mathematical science, he was a considerable profi<uent. The 
fact is, his powers were such as might have been turned with advantage to any 
department of knowledge or learning. 

It may further be noticed, that in conducting the ordinary affairs of life, he 
displayed uncommon prudence and sagacity. He was one of those who are 
generally attentive to small concerns, but on proper occasions show themselves 
liberal to a high degree. Of this, different instances occurred in the course of 
his transactions with his friends ; and he was enabled to act on such a principle 
of generosity, by his usual habits of economy and prudence. — Dr Macknight’s 
external appearance was sufficiently expressive of his character. His counten- 
ance was manly and commanding,, and his gait remarkably erect and firm. 

Dr Macknight's Harmony of the Gospels’’ has long been esteemed a work of 
standard excellence for the students of evangelical knowledge. His Truth of the 
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History ” has hitherto attracted the notice of the public less than any of 
his otiier productions ; but it well deserves to be more generally read ; since of 
what it proposes to establish, it contains the most satisfying views that can be 
suggested by learning, acuteness, and good sense, and is admitted by the best 
judges to be a perforinancje as useful and instructive as any we have on that im- 
portant subject. It is, in fact, a kind of storehouse, from which subsequent 
writers on the same subject, have borrowed largely in point of argument and 
illustration. 

The Commentary on the Apostolical Epistles is now held in peculiar esti- 
luation ; and it may be doubted whether the scope of the sacjred authors of 
these writings was ever, in any former age of Christianity, so fully, clejirly, and 
happily stated, as has been done by Air Macknight, in the general views and il- 
lustrations which he has prefixed to the several chapters of the Epistles. 

The Life of the Apostle Paul, which concludes the fourth volume of “ The 
Translation and Commentary,’’ is an excellent compendium of the apostolical 
history, and may be considered as the author s view and illustration of the Acts 
of the Apostles — the only part of the New Testament writings (besides the Reve- 
lation of St .lolin) to which the labours of Dr Macknight, as a commentator, 
were not directed. — in all his writings, his style, though unambitious of ele- 
gance or ornament, is perspicuous, and appropriate to the subject. 

Ail Dr 3Iac>kiiight’s works were originally printed in quarto. Of the “ llar- 
iiioiiy” and the Epistles’’ many editions have since been published in octavo. 
To show tile respect which has been paid in England to his various works, the 
following passage from the Libmry Companion” of the Rev. T. F. Dibdiii, 
may be quoted. After recommending to the young tlicologian the works of 
Lardner, Doddridge, and Watts, Mr Dibdiii says, “ Nor let the name of Mac- 
knight be forgotten. His works, indeed, are the more exclusive property of 
the disciplined theological student ; but the general reader will do well to se- 
cure his inviting quartos upon the Gospels and Epistles of the New Testament. 
In these he will find learning without pedantry, and piety without enthusiasm. 
In short, no theological collection can be perfect witiiout them. If any man may 
be said to have exiiausted his subject, it is Macknight.” 

Soon after the time of his being ordained. Dr Macknight married Elizabeth 
McCormick, eldest daughter of Samuel 31‘Cormick, Esq., general examiner of 
the excise in Scotland. Of his tamily, the only one remaining is a clef^gyman 
of the church of Scotland. 

MACLAURIN, Colin, an eminent mathematician and philosopher, was de- 
scended from an ancient and respectable family, which had long been in pos- 
session of the island of Tiree, a solitary but comparatively fertile member of the 
Hebridean range. His grandfather, Daniel M'Laurin, removed thence to In- 
verary, and contributed greatly to restore that town, which was nearly ruined in 
the civil wars. He wrote some memoirs of his own times, and appears to have 
been a man of superior abilities. John, the son of Daniel, and father of Colin, 
was minister of the parish of Glenderule, where he was greatly beloved as a 
faithful and diligent pastor ; he completed a version of tlie Psalms into Irish, 
which was generally used in those parts of the country where divine service is 
performed in tliat language. He married a lady of the naipe of Cameron, by 
whom he had three sons. John, the eldest, was for many years one of the min- 
isters of the city of Glasgow, and well known as the author of several eswysand 
sermons ; he was also one of the most popular preachers of his day. Daniel, 
the second son, died at an early age, after Jiaving given proofs of surprising 
genius; and Colin, born at Kilmoddan, in the month of February, 1G98. His 
father died six weeks after ; but the loss to the i'amily was not so severely felt 
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ns it otherwise might iiave been, on account of the kind ndrice and beikerolent 
attention of a worthy uncle, the reverend Daniel Maclaurin, minister of Kildn- 
nan, and the careful economy and exemplary viilues of their mother. After 
remaining in Argyleshire for some time, on a small patrimonial estate, which 
was divided between Mrs Maclaurin and her sisters, she removed to Dumbarton, 
for the more convenient education of her children ; but dying in 1707, the en- 
tire charge of the orphans devolved upon their uncle. Colin, at this time, was 
nine years old ; and, although of a delit^te constitution, he was remarkable for 
the quickness of his apprehension, and the retentiveness of his memory ; he was 
passionately fond of learning, and pursued his studies with so much zeal and 
satisfaction, as to be fully qualified to enter the university of (Glasgow, in two 
lears after his mother's death. He was accordingly placed there under the di- 
rection of Mr Carmichael, an ndtiiirable public teacher, who took the greatest pains 
in superintending liis education, and for whom Mr Maclaurin, ever after in life, 
evinced the warmest feelings of gratitude and respect. His proficiency in every 
branch of elementary learning was so rapid, and his application to study so in- 
tense, that his teachers were astonished at the ease and quickness with which he 
distanced, not only those who were commencing the same class with himself, but 
those who had the advantage of attending for many sessions before him. His 
youthful imagination entered with great delight into the beauties of the writings 
of the ancients, and a taste for classical learning never forsook him during the 
whole course of iiis life, notwithstanding the predominant bent of his wonderful 
genius for the cultivation and improvement of mathematical science. From the 
time he entered college, he kept a diary, in which he carefully noted down the 
beginning and success of every particular study, inquiry, or investigation, his 
conversations with learned men, the subjects of those, and the arguments on 
either side. This was found among his oldest manuscripts, and in it might be 
read the names of tiie celebrated Mr Robert Simpson, Dr Johnson, and several 
other gentlemen of learning and worth, who all seemed anxious who should 
most encourage our young philosopher, by opening to him their libraries, and 
admitting iiiiii into their most intimate society and friendship. His 'genius for 
mathematical learning discovered itself so early as twelve years of age, when, 
having accidentally met w ith a copy of Euclid, in a friend’s chamber, he became 
master, in a few days, of the lirst six books, without any assistance ; and having 
qcMSOinplished this extraordinary enterprise, his predilection for the science of 
quantity was determined for life. He now made an extraordinary progress, 
as we very soon after find him engaged in solving the most curious and diffi- 
cult problems. 

At fifteen years of age, Mr Maclaurin took bis degree of master of arts, 
having passed through the curriculum^ or public course of lectures appointed by 
the university, which must be attended before this honour can be gained. The 
subject he selected for his thesis , was, the Power of Gravity,” and this, a(x;ord- 
ing to the custom of the times, it was necessary for him to defend publicly. It 
may be necessary to observe, for the information of those who are acquainted 
with the manner in which such disputations were conducted in Scotland, that 
the candidate was left free to selec^t for this ordeal any literary or scientific 
subject he thought proper. The depth and boldness of the topic proposed by 
young Maclaurin at once revealed what kind of studies had engaged his atten- 
tion while at the university, and excited the wonder and admiration of all pre- 
sent. In most instances, the subjects of disputation were of a trifling kind, and 
adapted chiefly to afford the canclidate an opportunity of displaying his ingenu- 
ity and acquaintance with the moo^ and figure of the school of logic. But the 
mind of our youthful philosopher disdained to stoop to any thing puerile or com- 
HI. 3 u 
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mon-place, and the sublimity of his subject showed at once the nature of his 
studies and the depth of his erudition. At that time the philosophy of Newton was 
comparatively unknown, and even men the most distinguished in science w'ore 
slow to comprehend the great and important truths it contained. None but 
those profoundly skilled in geometry could fully comprehend his doctrines, and 
that of itself excluded many from the study ; whilst others were bound in the 
trammels of the scholastic jargon of Aristotle, or the imaginary vortices of Des 
Cartes. When, therefore, young Maclaurin chose the “ Power of Gravity^ 
as the subject of his thesis, it was a presupposition that he was fully acquainted 
with the fundamental doctrines of Neu ton’s discoveries, and upon this occasion 
he acquitted himself to the wonder and delight of his auditors. He afterwards 
illustrated the same subject in a most beautiful manner, in the last two books of 
his account of the philosophical discoveries of Sir Isaac. There is only one 
instance more, in the whole range of literature, that we are acquainted with, of 
such extraordinary and precocious talent where a predisposition for mathemati- 
cal science was any thing like so strong, and that is in the person of Pas- 
chal, whom Ilayle calls the divine — nearly at the same age, though not ex- 
ceeding that of our youthful philosopher. Ho, too, by the force of his irresist- 
ible genius, in secret and by stealth, may be said to have invented a system of 
geometrical science, wliic'h, to keep him in ignorance of, his fatlier bad sacri- 
ficed both fame and fortune. It niiglit be invidious to compare the philosophic 
acquirements of these great men in after life, further than their muliial fondness 
for classic literature, in which they both proved themselves elegant writers. 
They had both a strong sense of religion on their minds, and to those who have 
perused their works, their most anxious desire must appear to have been to ap- 
ply the theoretical propositions which were known, or they themselves had 
demonstrated, so as to promote the real benefit of mankind. 

Maclaurin having made such an extraordinary progress in the study of 
geometry, and having, with little trouble, conquered difficulties which, in 
general, are looked upon as so formidable, passed at once to the higher 
branches of that science, and, instead of being deterred from exertion by the 
intricacy of the demonstrations which necessarily met him at every step as he 
proceeded in the investigation of difficult propositions, his energies seemed to 
acquire new life and vigour to enable him to siiriiiouiit every obstacle in bis 
way. Nothing deligliied him more than to be engaged in difficult and curious 
problems, and this much is certain, that in his sixteenth year he had already 
invented many of the finest propositions afterwards published under the title oi* 
Gemmlria Orgataca, 

At the beginning of the session in 1714, inimedintely subsequent to taking 
his degree, he entered himself as a student of divinity, but be only attended the 
college for one year longer, when, becoming disgusted at the dissensions that at 
that time had crept into the church, he relinquished all ideas of becoming a 
clergyman, and, happily for science, determined to devote himself to the study 
of mathematics and philosophy. He quitted the university and retired to his 
uncle’s house, at Kilfinnan, in a sequestered part of the country. That good 
man having, at all times, acted ns a father to him, he determined to wait with 
patience until some secular employment should occur. In this happy seclusion, 
he continued his favourite researches, still cultivating his mind by a perusal of 
the best classic authors, for which he had naturally the most refined taste. The 
sublime scenery amidst which he lived, would, at proper intervals, invite him to 
wander through the lofty mountains and loqely glens, to consider the number- 
less natural curiosities with which they abound ; and here his fancy being warm- 
ed by the grand scenes which presented themselves, he would sometimes break 
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out in an ode, or hymn, on the beauties of nature, and the perfection of its Author. 
Of tliese, some fragments were preserved by his friends, and although we know 
not if they were ever published, still they must have possessed considerable in- 
terest, as serving to develope the openings and improvements of a mind like that 
of Maclaurin. 

When Mr Maclaurin was only nineteen years old, in the autumn of 1717, a 
vacancy occurred in the professorship of mnthematica in the Marischal college 
of Aberdeen. For this he presented himself as a candidate, and carried along 
with him the most ample testimonials from his friends at Glasgow, where he 
had distinguished himself so eminently. A very able competitor appeared in 
the field against him, but after a competition, or comparative trial of excellence, 
which lasted for ten days, Mr Maclaurin was declared the successful candidate. 
Being now fixed in his chair, he quickly revived the taste for mathematical learn- 
ing, and raised it higher than it had ever been in that university. He continued 
at Aberdeen discharging the duties of his oflit^e, and had the happiness to perceive 
his usefulness increasing, and his popularity ns a public professor greatly ex- 
tended. In the vacations of 1717 and 1719, he went to London, with the 
view of extending his information, and of being introduced to the illustrious 
men there. As mathcmatir,al knowledge was never in so great request, nor its 
professors so much honoured at any period in the history of Britain, his fame 
had already gone before him ; but, independent of that, he was furnished with 
letters of introduction from professor Simpson and Dr Clark, to the first philo- 
sophers of that or any other age. It was this first journey to London that laid 
the foundation to his siiliseqiient fortunes in life. Besides Dr Hoadly, then 
bishop of Bangor, Dr Samuel Clark, and several other eminent men, he became 
acquainted with Sir Isaac Newton, who not only patronized him as a young man 
of genius, and possessed of a singular turn of mind for mathematical investiga- 
tion, but seems to have formed for him a stronger degree of attachment than 
he was ever known to exhibit towards art}' one of the numerous candidates for 
his patronage. This kind preference, Mr Maclaurin ever after considered the 
greatest honour and happiness of his life. Long before he meditated his jour- 
ney to London, he was an enthusiastic admirer of the philosophy of Newton, 
and of the almost superhuman genius of its inventor. 'I'o him he therefore 
submitted his treatise on the ** Power of Gravity,’’ which he brought with him, in 
manuscript, to London, and, on its receiving the sanction of him who had done 
more to extend the boundaries of mathematical science than almost all man- 
kind, Mr Maclaurin’s triumph was complete. He was admitted a member of 
the Royal Society when only twenty-one years of age, and two of his papers 
were, about the same time, inserted in the transactions of that learned body, and 
his book, entitled Geometria Organica, ivas published with the approbation of 
tlieir president. In his second journey, he became acquainted with Marlin 
Folks, Fsq., who succeeded Sir Isaac Newton as president of the Royal Society, 
and with whom he thenceforth cultivated a most entire and unreserved friend- 
ship. This great patron of scientiAc men frequently corresponded witli him, 
communicating to him all his views and improveiiients in the sciences, and en- 
couraging him to proceed iu his philosophical studies. 

In 1722, lord Pol warth, ambassador from the court of St James’s to the con- 
gress of Canibray, bad been for some time looking out for a proper person to 
accompany his son, Mr Hume, on his travels. His lordship was fond of litera- 
ture and the conqmny of literary men ; he had frequent opportunities of ob- 
serving Mr Maclaiirirrs behaviour, who at this time, from his consummate 
abilities, was admitted into the highest circles of society in London. His lord- 
ship being deeply prepossessed in favour of our youthful philosopher, engaged 
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him as (M>nipBnion and tutor to his son. Maclaurin having procured a proper 
person to fiJl his place for a time at the college of Aberdeen, and feeling a 
strong desire to gratify his curiosity by visiting foreign countries, he according- 
ly with his friend and scholar set out for Prance, and proceeded at once to the 
capital, where they took up their abode. After remaining a short time at 
Paris, they visited several of the chief towns in Prance, and finally fixed upon 
Lorraine for their residence. Here they had the advantage of a good academy, 
besides tlie introduction to one of 'the most polite courts in Europe. Mr Mao 
laurin hud now an opportunity of improving that easy and genteel address 
which was at all times natural to him, and with his graceful person and great 
erudition, he excited the admiration, and gained the esteem uf;tlie most distin- 
guished persons of both sexes. Here he wrote his essay on the percussion ot 
bodies, which gained the prize of the iloyal Academy of Sciences in 1724. 
The substance of this tract is inserted in his Treatise of Pluxions. 

On leaving Lorraine with his pupil on a tour thrtmgh the southern provinces 
of Prance, and arriving at Montpelier, Mr Hume was seized with a fever whi<di 
quickly terminated his life. This dreadful calamity affected Mr Maclaurin in 
the deepest manner and overwhelmed him with grief In some letters written 
on that melancholy occasion, he seemed almost inconsolable for the loss of his 
pupil, companion, and friend, and his syinpatliy with a family to which he owed 
great obligations, and which bad siiilered an irreparable loss in the death of 
this hopeful young nobleman, rendered him unhappy beyond expression. 
Travelling and all other things being now distasteful, be set out immediately on 
his return to bis profession at Aberdeen. 

Having by this time justly earned the distinction of one of the first men of 
his country, the curators of the university of Kdinburgii were desirous of en- 
gaging him to supply the place of Mr James ( Iregory, whose age and inflrinities 
had rendered him incapable of teaching ; but several difficulties retarded the 
design for some lime. A gentleman eminent for mathematical abilities, but 
whose name is now forgotten, had succeeded in gaining over some of the 
patrons, who promised him their interest for the appointment, until a recom- 
mendatory letter from Sir Isaac Newton completely turned the balance in Mr 
Maclaurin’s favour. Sir Isaac first addressed Mr Maclaurin, with allowance to 
show it to the patrons of the university, and expresses himself as follows : — I 
am very glad to hear that you have a prospect of being joined to 31r James 
Gregory in the professorship of matheniatics at Edinburgh, not only because you 
are my friend, but principally because of your abilities, you being aoqiiainted 
as well with the new improvements of mathematics as with the farmer state of 
those sciences ; 1 heartily wish you good success, and shall be very glad of 
hearing of your being elected ; I am, with all sincerity, your faithful friend, 
and most humble servant.” In a second letter to the lord provost of Edin- 
burgh, which Mr Maclaurin knew nothing of till some years' after Sir Isaac’s 
death, he thus writes : ** 1 am glad to understand that Mr Maclaurin is in good 
repute amongst you for his skill in mathematics, for 1 think he deserves it very 
well, and to satisfy you that 1 do not flatter him, and also to encourage him to 
accept the place of assisting Mr Gregory, in order to succeed him, 1 am ready 
(if you please to give me leave,) to contribute twenty pounds per annum towards 
a provision for him till Mr (xregory^s place becomes void, Jf 1 live so long, and 
1 will pay it to his order in London.’’ The town council, however, with be- 
coming pride, respectfully declined this generous ofler, and the business was 
filially arranged that Mr Gregory was to retain his salary during life ; his 
family in case of their father’s death were secured in it for seven yean from the 
date of Mr Maclauriii’s being inducted as joint professor, nbo was promised fifty 
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pounds per anniim, besides the fees he received from the students attending the 
class, upon condition of performing all the duties of the offic:e. On the 3d 
November, 1735, he was introduced to the university, as was at the same time 
his learned colleague and intimate friend, Dr Alexander Monro, professor of 
anatomy. The subjects which Mr Maclaurin introduced into the different 
courses of lectures on mathematics were very miscellaneous, and the classes 
soon became unusually numerous, there being upwards of a hundred young gen- 
tlemen attending his lectures, who being of diderent standings and proficiency, 
he was obliged to divide them into four or five classes, in each of which he em- 
ployed a full hour every day, from the 1st of November to the 1st of June. In 
the first or lowest class, (sometimes divided into two,) he taught the first six 
books of Kiiclid's Elements, plain trigonometry, practical geometry, the elements 
of fortification, and an introduction to Algebra. The second class rejieatcd the 
Algebra again from its principles, and advanced farther in it, then proceeded to 
the theory of mensuration of solids, spherical trigonometry, the doctrine of the 
Sphere, dialling, and other practical parts. After this he gave the doctrine of 
the conic sections, with the theory <»f gunnery, and concluded with the elements 
of astronomy and optics. In the third class he went on in astronomy and per- 
spective, prelected on Sir Isaac Newtoii^s I’riiicipia, and explained the di- 
rect and inverse method of fluxions. At a separate hour he began a class of 
experimental philosophy about the middle of December, which continued thrice 
every week till the beginning of April, and at proper hours of the night de- 
scribed the constellations and showed the planets by telescopes of various 
kinds. All Mr Maclaurin^s lectures on these diilereiit subjects were given with 
such perspicuity of method and language, that his demonstrations seldom stood 
in need of being repealed. Such, however, was his anxiety for the improve- 
ment of his scholars, that if at any time he ibuml they could not comprehend 
his meaning, or if upon examining them he found they could not readily de- 
monstrate the propositions which he had proved, he was apt rather to suspect 
that his own expressions had been obscure tliaii their want of genius or atten- 
tion. He, therefore, would resume the demonstration in some other method, 
in order to try, if, by expressing it in a different light, he could give them a 
better view of it. liesides the labours of his public profession, he had 
frequently many other employments and .avocations. If an uncoiiiiiion experi- 
ment was said to have been made any where, the curious were desirous of having 
it repeated by Mr Maclaurin. On all momentous occasions he was tiie first to 
be applied to ; and if an eclipse or comet was to be observed, bis telescopes were 
always in readiness. Such was the elegance and amenity of his manners, that 
the ladies took the liveliest interest in his experiments and observations, and 
were delighted and surprised at finding how easily and familiarly he Avould re- 
solve the questions they put to him ; and to those gentlemen who had been his 
pupils his advice and assistance were never wanting ; nor was admittance refused 
to any except in his teaching hours, which were devoted to that purpose alone. 
The ingenious of all ranks courted his acquaintance and friendship, and so 
anxious and pressing were they to enjoy the pleasure of his company and con- 
versation after his usual avocations were over, that he was obliged to take from 
the ordinary houra of repose what he bestowed on his scholars and friends, and 
by persevering in deep and severe study, he exhausted bis strength and greatly 
impaired his health. About this time, at the beginning of the year 1738, Sir 
Isaac Newton died, and his nephew, Mr Conduitt, proposed to publish an aiv 
count of his life, for which purpose he applied to Mr Maclaurin for his assist- 
ance, who out of gratitude to his great benefat^or readily undertook the task, 
and finished the history of the progress which philosophy had made before Sir 
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Isaac's time. When the hrst draught of that work was sent up to London it was 
shown to some eminent judges, and met with their highest iipprobntion. 
Among the rest Dr Kundle, afterwards bishop of Derry, was so pleased 
with the design that he mentioned it ns particularly worthy of the Queen's no- 
tice, who, after attentively perusing it, was so highly gratified that she expressed 
a desire to see it published ; but Mr Gonduitt’s death having prevented the exe- 
cution of his part of the proposed w'ork, Mr Maclaurin's manuscript was re- 
turned to him. To this he after unrds added the more recent proofs and exam- 
ples given by himself and othei's on the subjects treated by Sir Isaac, and left 
it in the stiite in which it now appears. Mr Maclaurin continued to live sin- 
gle till the year 1733, when, having a mind equally formed for the socu'al 
endearments of refined society as those of the profoiiiidest philosophy, he mar- 
ried Anne, daughter of Mr Walter Stewart, sfdicitor-general for Scotland to 
George the first, hy whom he had seven cliiUlrcn. 

Driluckley, bishop of Gloyne, having taken occasion, from some disputes that 
had arisen confserniitg the grounds of the Iluxionary nielhod, in a treatise, en- 
titled the Analyst y published in 1734, to explode the method itself, and at the 
same time to charge mathematicians in genenal with infidelity in religion. Mr 
Maclaurin entered the lists of disputation with him, eager to defend his favour- 
ite study and repel an accusation in whitdi he was most unjustly included. 
He commenced his reply to tlie bishop’s book ; but ns he entered more deeply 
into the subject, so many discoveries, so many new theories and problems oc- 
curred to him, that, instead of a vindic^atory pamphlet, his work, when finished, 
presented a complete system of fluxions, with their application to the most con- 
siderable problems in geometry and natural philosophy. 'J'his work was pub- 
lished in iildinburgh in 1742, in two volumes quarto, in which we are at a loss 
what most to admire — his solid, unexceptionable demonstriitions of the grounds of 
the method itself, or its application to such a variety of <erious and useful 
problems. A society had for many years subsisted in Edinburgh, for the ad- 
vancement of medical knowledge ; Mr Maclaurin, on reviewing their plan of 
proceedings, and not thinking it sufficiently extensive, proposed to take in all 
parts of physics, together with the antiquities of the country. This was readily 
agreed to, and Mr Maclaurin’s influence engaged several noblemen and gentle- 
men of the first rank and character, to join themselves for that purpose to the 
members of the former society. The earl of Morton did them the honour to 
accept of the office of president. Dr PJunitiier, professor of chemistry, and Mr 
Maclaurin, were appointed secretaries ; and several gentlemen of distinction, 
English and foreigners, desired to be admitted members. At the monthly 
meetings of the society, Mr Maclaurin generally read some treatise of his own, 
or communicated the contents of his letters from foreign parts; by which means 
the society were informed of every new discovery or improvement in the 
sciences. Several of the papers road before this society, are printed in the 5th 
and dth volumes of the Medical h^ssnys ; some of them are also published in 
the Philosophical Transactions; and 31r Maclaurin had occasion to insert a 
great many more in his 'rreatise of Fluxions, and in his account of Sir Isaac 
Newton’s philosophy. He was the first who proposed the building of an astrono- 
mical observatory, and a convenient school for experiments, in the university of 
Edinburgh, of which he drew an elegant and w'ell contrived plan ; and, as this 
work was to be carried on hy private subscription, he used all his in/iucnce to 
raise money for that purpose with so much success, that, had not the Rebellion 
intervened in Scotland, the work would have been speedily completed. The 
earl of Morton, on visiting his estates in Orkney and Shetland in 1739, wanted 
at the same time to settle the geography of these islands, which was very er- 



MACLAUIIIN. 


527 


roneougly laid down on all our maps, to examine their natural history, to survey 
the coasts, and take the measure of a degree of the meridian, — and for this 
purpose he applied to Mr Maclaurln for his assistance ; but his domestic adairs 
not permitting him to undertake the journey, he drew up a plan of what he 
thought necessary to be observed, furnished the proper instruments, and recom- 
mended Mr Short, the celebrated optician, as a ht operator for managing them. 
The accounts Mr Maclaurin afterwards received of this voyage, made him still 
more sensible of the erroneous geography we had of those parts, by which so 
many shipwrecks had been occasioned, and he therefore employed several of 
his scholars, who nere then settled in the northern counties, to survey the 
coasts. 

Mr Maclaurin had still more extensive views for the Jinprovement of geo- 
graphy and navigation over all the surface of the globe. After carefully perus- 
ing all the accounts of voyages, both in the South arid North Sens, he was of 
opinion that the sea was most probably to be found open from Greenland to tlie 
South Sea, by the North Pole ; and, when schemes for finding out such a pfissage 
were submitted to parJiaiiient in i744>, he was consulted concertiitiff them by 
several persons of high rank and influence ; but before he could fliiish the me- 
morials which he proposed to have sent, the premium was limited to the dis- 
covery of a north-west passage, and Mr Maclaurin used to regret that the word 
west was inserted, because he thought a passage, if at all to be found, must lie 
not far from the pole. Of this he appeared to be so deeply persuaded, that he 
has been heard to say, if his situation could admit of such adventures, he would 
gladly undertake the voyage, even at his own c>ost. 

Such was the zeal this amiable and celebrated man evinced on every occasion 
for the public good : the lost and most remarkable instance, is that which we 
shall ii(»w relate. 

Ill 1745, when the Highland army had got between l!)dinburgh and the 
kifig^s troops, Mr Maclaurin was the first to rouse the friends of the existing 
government from the security in which they had hitherto continued ; and though 
he was aware that the city was not long defensible, or able to resist even the un- 
disciplined and ill-armed host that was advancing to attack it, yet as he fore- 
saw how much might be gained by the insurgents* possessing themselves of the 
capital, and the kingV forces, under Sir John Cope, being daily expected, 
he made plans of the walls, proposed the several trenches, barricades, batteries, 
and all such defences as he thought could be thrown up before the arrival of the 
enemy, earnestly hoping that the town might thus hold out till relieved. The 
whole burden, not only of contriving, but also of overseeing the execution of 
this hasty defence, fell to Mr Maclaurin*s share. He was indefatigable in his 
exertions, employed both night and day in drawing plans, and running from 
place to place ; so that the anxiety, fatigue, and cold to which he was thus ex- 
posed, aflecting a constitution naturally weak, laid the foundation of the disease 
of which he died. It is not properly connected with our subject to inquire how 
Mr Maclaurin’s plans were neglected or defeated, or by what means prince 
Charles got possession of Edinburgh ; but, ai'ter defeating the king’s troops at 
Prestonpans, he found himself in such strength as to issue several very arbitrary 
orders, among which was one coimnaiiding all who had been volunteers in the 
defence of the city, before a stated time, to wait on his secretary, to subscribe 
a recantation of what they had done, and a promise of submission to the new 
government, under the pain of being deemed and treated as rebels. Mr Mao- 
laurin had acted too conspicuous a part as a volunteer, to hope to escape their 
vengeance, if he once fell into their hands ; he therefore privately withdrew 
into England, before the last day of receiving the submissions, but not before he 
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contrived means to convey a good telescope into the castle, and to supply 
the garrison with provisions. 

Dr Thomas Herring, then archbishop of York, hearing that Mr Maclaurin 
had taken refuge in the north of England, invited him in the most friendly 
manner to reside with him during his stay in that part of the country. Mr 
Maclaurin gladly accepted the invitation, and soon after expresses himself thus 
in a letter to a friend : — Here,” says he, 1 live as happily as a man can do 
who is ignorant of the state of his family, and who sees the ruin of his country.” 
His grace of York, of whose talents and goodness Mr Maclaurin ever retained the 
highest veneration, held a frequent correspondence with him ; and when it was 
suspected that the rebels might again enter Edinburgh on their retreat from Eng- 
land, he invited his former guest, for ease and security, to his hospitable mansion. 
While at York, it was remarked that Mr Maclaurin appeared more than usually 
meagre and sickly ; but he, at that time, feeling no apprehcTision of danger, did 
not consider it necessary to call in medical aid. Having fallen from his horse, 
however, on his journey southward, and, when the Pretender’s army entered Eng- 
land, having, on his return home, been exposed to excessive cold and tempes- 
tuous weather, he complained upon his arrival of being seriously indisposed. 
His disease was soon discovered to be a dropsy in the abdomen, to remove 
which a variety of medicines were prescribed by the most eminent physicians of 
the day, atid three tappings were resorted to, with little or no edect. While 
sulfering under this painful malady, liis behaviour was such as became a philo- 
sopher and Christian ; <»1in, cheerful, and resigned ; rclaining his senses and 
judgment in their full vigour, till within .a few hours of his death. Then, for 
the first time, while engaged in dictating to his amanuensis the last part of the 
last chapter of his Account of Sir Isajic Newton’s Discoveries, in which he 
proves the goodness of (liod, his niiianuetisls perceived him to falter. Dr Monro 
came in shortly afterwards, and he conversed with him after his <acciistomed 
manner, and requested him to account for Hashes of fire, ns it were, darting 
from his eyes, though his sight was gradually decaying, so that he could 
scarcely distinguish one object from anotlier. His hands and feet were already 
cold, and no pulse could be traced in any part of his body. In a short time he 
desired to be laid iip<in his bed, where he breathed his last, on the 14th June, 
174G, aged forty-eight, years and four inonllis. His wife, two sons, and 
three daughters, suiwived him. John, the eldest son, studied the law, and after 
making a distinguished iigiire at the bar, was promoted to the bench, 17th 
January, 1789, under the designation of lord Dreghorn. He was an excellent 
scholar, and erected a monument to liis father in the (irey briars’ churchyard, 
with ail inscription which has often been quoted for its simple and expressive 
eloquence. Lord Dreghorn also published various pieces in prose and verse, 
which, in their day, enjoyed some reputation, and have been oftener than onr>e 
printed. 

Colin Maclaurin wiis not only distinguished by his great genius and learn- 
ing, but by the qualities of his heart, his universal benevolence, and unaHected 
piety. Dr Monro, in an oration spoken at the first meeting of the university 
after liis death, (from which muidi of the foregoing account is taken,) draws a 
sublime and affecting picture of his friend’s great qualities, and professes that, 
after an intimacy with him for so many years, he had but half known his 
worth, which only disclosed itself in its full lustre, when it came to suffer the 
severe test of that distressful situation in which every man must at last find 
himself, and which only minds prepared like his, armed with virtue, can bear 
with dignity. 

If we look back upon the numerous writings of Mr Maclaurin, and tlie 
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deep researches he had been engaged in, his patience and assiduity will bo 
equally astonishing with his genius. His favourite studies were mathematics, 
which he cultivated with wonderful success, influenced by a disinterested love of 
truth, and aiming constantly at improvement and utility. The further he ad- 
vanced in the knowledge of geometry and of nature, the greater his aversion 
grew to perfect systems, hypotheses, and dogmatizing. Without being dissatis- 
fled with the attainments we can arrive at, or the uses which they serve, he 
saw that there lay infinitely more beyond our reach, and used to call our high- 
est discoveries but a dawn of knowledge, suited to our circumstances and wants 
in life, in which, however, we ought thankfully to acquiesce for the present, in 
hopes that it will be improved in a happier and more perfect state. To a view 
of general utility, all liis studies were accommodated t and we find in many 
places of his works, an application even of the most abstruse theories, to the 
perfecting of mechanical arts. He had resolved, for the same purpose, to coni- 
j) 08 u a course of practical mathematics, and to rescue several branches of the 
science from the bad treatment which they often meet with in less skilful hands. 
Hut all those designs were frustrated by his death, unless we may reckon ns a 
part of his intended work, the Translation of Dr David (iregory’s Practical 
(geometry, which he revised and published, with additions, in the year 1745. 
In his lifetime, however, he often had the pleasure to serve his friends and 
country, by his superior skill. Whatever diiHciilty occiin'ed concerning the 
construction or perfecting of machines, the working of mines, the improvement 
of manufactures, the conveying of water, or the execution of any public work, 
Mr Maclauriri was .at hand to resolve it He was likewise employed to termi- 
nate some disputes of consequence, that had arisen at (Thisgow, concerning the 
gauging of vessels ; and for that presented to the commissioners of excise two 
elaborate memorials containing rules (by which the oflicers afterwards acted,) 
with their demonstrations. Hut what must have given his phil.inthropic mind 
a higher source of pleasure than anything else of the kind, were the calculations 
he made relative to that wise and humane provision, which is established by 
law, for the children and widows of the Scottish clergy, and of the professors 
in the universities, entitling them to certain annuities and sums, upon the 
voluntary annual payment of a certain sum by the incumbent On the contriv- 
ance and adjustment of this 8<;heme, Mr Maclaurin bestowed great labour, and 
contributed not a little to bring it to perfection. 

To And that his knowledge rendered him thus eminently useful to a late pos- 
terity, must have been a delightful enjoyment But what still more endeared 
his studies to him, was the use they were of in demonstrating the being and attri- 
butes of the Almighty Creator, and establishing the principles of natural reli- 
gion on a solid foundation, equally secure against the idle sophistry of Kpi- 
ciireaiis, and the dangerous refiiiemeiits of modern metaphysicians. 

'J'o this use Mr Maclaurin frequently applied them ; and he was equally 
zealous in the defence of revealed religion, which he would warmly undertake, 
whenever be found it attacked, either in converaatioii or writing. How firm 
his own persuasion of its truth was, appears from the support which it aflbrded 
him in his last hours. 

Among Mr Maclaurin’s productions, besides the articles already specified, 
was a paper sent to the Koyal Academy of Sciences, at Paris, in the year 
1740, on account of which he shared the prize of the Academy with the 
celebrated D. Bernouilli and Euler, for resolving the problems relating to the 
motion of the tides, from the theory of gravity — a question which had been 
given out during the former year, without receiving any solution. Having only 
ten days in which to draw up this paper, he had not leisure to transcribe a fair 
in. 3 X 
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copy of it ; so that the Faria edition of it is incorrect Afterwards, howerer, 
he revised the whole, and inserted it in his Treatise of Fluxions. PI is con- 
tributions to the Philosophical Transactions, may bo seen in different volumes 
of these collections, from Na 30 to No. 42, both inclusive, and treat on the fol- 
lowing subjects : — “ Of the Construction and Measure of Curves,” — “ A New 
Method of describing all kinds of Curves ,” — ** On Equations with impossible 
Hoots,” — ** On the Description of Curves, with an Account of further Improve- 
iiienls, &C.” — An Account of the Annular Eclipse of the Sun at Edinburgh, 
January 27, 1742-3,” — ‘‘ A Kule for liuding the Meridianal Farts of a Sphe- 
roid, with the same exactness as of a Sphere,” — And Of the Bases of the Cells 
wherein the Bees deposite their Honey.” These pa]>ers conclude the list of our 
author’s writings, whiclk were published during his lifetime. After his death, 
the friends, to whose judgment he submitted the disposal of his MSS., gave 
directions for publishing his Treatise of Algebra,” and his Account of 
Sir Isaac Newton’s Philosophical Discoveries.” The first of these works, which 
appeared in 1748, though it had not the advantage to be finished by his own 
hands, is yet allowed to be excellent in its kind ; containing, in one volume, 
octavo, of a moderate size, a complete elementary treatise of the science of alge- 
bra, as far as it Imd been hitherto carried. Subjoined to it, by way of appen- 
dix, is a Latin tract, De Linearuin Geometricarum proprietatibus generali- 

bus, ” which appears to have been, in our author’s judgment, one of the best of 
his performances, and in which he employed some of the latest hours that he 
could give to such studies, revising it for the press, os his lost legac;y to the 
sciences and the public. 

MACNEIL, Hector, a poet and miscellaneous writer, was born nt Rosobank, 
near Rosliii, in the year 174(i. His father had been in the army, where he 
was patronized by the duke of Argyle, and had mingled in the best company • 

but, having offended his patron by selling out without his advice, he was left 
afterwards to his own resources. He took a farm at Rosebank ; but some im- 
prudences, and the habit of living in a manner above his income, completely 
ruined his prospects. As his family was then large, it became necessary that 
the sons should, as soon as possible, be made independent of him. The only 
expectation for Hector was from a cousin, who carried on a mercantile concern 
in Bristol. The father, therefore, confined his education to the mercantile 
branches, dreading, from his own example, the effect of more refined and clas- 
sical instruction. 'J'he youth discovered excellent parts, with an elegance of 
taste which seemed to mark him for a different destination from that intended. 
At the age of eleven, he hiid written a species of drama, in imitation of Gay. 
His master earnestly entreated to be allowed to give him some of the higher 
branches ; but on this his' father put a decided negative. *The attachment, 
however, of the teacher to his pupil. Induced him to impart secretly some ele- 
ments of this forbidden knowledge. From the father, meantime, young Mao 
neil received many anecdotes of the world, a high sense of honour, and the 
feelings of a gentleman. 

As soon as he had completed his fourteenth year, he was sent off to his cousin 
at Bristol. On his way, he spent some months at Glasgow, where he completed 
himself in several branches of his education. His cousin was a rough, boister- 
ous, West India captain, who could not estimate the genius of Macneil, but was 
pleased with some instances of his spirit. He first proposed to Hector an ex- 
pedition in a slave ship to the coast of Guinea ; but was diverted from it by 
some female friends, who rightly judged this destination wholly unsuited to the 
youtffs disposition. He was, therefore, sent on a voyage to St Christopher’s, 
with the view of making the sea his profession, if he liked it ; otherwise, he was 
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furnished with an introduction to a mercantile house. On his arrival, being com- 
pletely disgusted with the sea, he hesitated not in accepting the latter alternative. 
It is probably to this period of his life, that we are to fix an event of a singular 
nature which is stated to have entirely altered his prospects in life. His master 
had married a lady much younger than himself, and of great personal attrac- 
tions ; and young JViacneil was upon terms of equal intimacy with both. One 
day, while he was sitting upon a garden chair with the lady, and reading with 
her from the same book, the ardent feelings of one-and-tweiity prompted him to 
express his admiration of her beauty, by snatching a kiss. It proved the knell 
of liis departing fortune. Notwithstanding his instant penitence, and entreaties 
for forgiveness, the lady conceived it necessary to inform her husband of what 
had happened ; and the immediate consequence was, tjie dismissal of Macneil, 
and a termination to the prospects that were brightening around him. He con^ 
tinued for many years in the West Indies, but does not appear to have ever 
after known what could be called prosperity. At one time, if nut during the 
whole remaining period of his residence in those colonies, this amiable bard 
had to stoop to the ungenial employment of a negro-driver. While in this situ- 
ation, he became a strenuous advocate for the system of West India slavery, and 
wrote a pamphlet in its defence. The only thing which he allowed to be neces- 
sary to make the condition of slavery agreeable, was an improvement in the 
moral conduct of the masters : a subsequent age has seen slavery brought to an 
end before this improvement was accomplished. 

When above forty years of age, Macneil returned to Scotland, in a wretched 
state of health, and without having earned even a moderate independence. In 
these circumstances, notwithstanding that he had many good connexions, and 
still preserved the feelings of a gentleman and a poet, his situation was of a 
truly deplorable kind. He, nevertheless, began to exercise the intellectual fa- 
culties, which, though so early displayed, hod been kept in a kind of abeyance 
during the intervening period of his life. In 1789, he published The Harp, 
a Legendary Tale/’ which brought him into some notice in the literary circles. 
Ill 1795, appeared his principal poetical composition, Scotland’s Skailh, or 
the History o’ Will and Jean ; ower true a Tale,” followed next year by a 
sequel, entitled ** The Waes o’ War.” Its excellent intention and tendency, 
with the strokes of sweet and beautiful pathos with which it abounds, render 
this one of the most admired productions of the Doric muse of Scotland. Ex- 
cept for a simplicity, occasionally degenerating into baldness, which characterizes 
this as well as other productions of Macneil, Will and Jean” might safely be 
compared with the happiest efforts of any other Scottish poet The enchanting 
influence of village potations and politics — the deterioration of a worthy rustic 
character by such means — the consequent despair and degradation of an origin- 
ally amiable wife — besides the distresses of the Flemish campaign of 1793, 
and the subsequent restoration of the ruined family to partial comfort, are all de- 
lineated in most masterly style. About the same time, Macneil produced The 
Links of Forth ; or a parting Peep at the Carse of Stirling.” This is a descrip- 
tive poem ; but, though not devoid of merit, it is more laboured and less pleas- 
ing. He wrote also a number of songs, some of which possess mudi pathos 
and delicacy of sentiment Not being able, however, to And any means of pro- 
viding a subsistence, necessity compelled him to seek again the burning cUmate 
of the West Indies. After a residence there of only a year and a half, Mr 
Graham, an intimate friend, died, and left him an annuity of £100, with which 
he immediately returned to Edinburgh, to enjoy, with this humble indepen- 
dence, the sweets of literary leisure and society. His reputation and manners 
procured him ready admittance into the most respectable circles ; be enjoyed par- 
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ticularly the intimacy of Mrs Hamilton, authoress of ** I'he Cottagers of Glen- 
burnie’’ and other esteemed works of fancy. He was then a tall, fine-looking 
old man, with a very sallow complexion, and a dignified and somewhat austere 
expression of countenance. His conversation was graceful and agreeable, seo^ 
soned with a somewhat lively and poignant satire. Having probably found in his 
own case, that devotion to the muses did not tend to promote his success in life, 
he gave no encouragement to it in others, and earnestly exhorted all who wrote 
poetry that appeared to him at all middling, to betake themselves to some more 
substantial occupation. In 1800, he published, anonymously, a novel, or the 
first part of one, entitled “ I’he Memoirs of Charles Macpherson,” which is un- 
derstood to contain a pretty accurate a<‘.couiit of the early part of his own life. 
In 1801, his poetical works were collected into two volumes, foolscvip 8vo, and 
passed through several editions. In 1809, he published The l*astoral, or 
Lyric Muse of Scotland,” in 4to, a work which did not draw much attention. 
About the same time, he published, anonymously, Town Fashions, or Modern 
Manners Delineated and also, By-gone Times, and Late-come Changes.'* 
These pieces, like almost every thing he wrote, had a moral object ; but 
the present one was tinctured with his feelings as an old man. It appeared t(» 
him, that all the changes which had taken place in society, the increase of 
luxury, even the diffusion of knowledge, were manifest corruptions; and all lits 
anxiety was to inspire a taste for the old style of living. Wishing to suit the 
style to the matter, he affected a very homely phraseology ; and as this Avas not 
natural to him, he overdid it, and disgusted rather than persuaded. Yet he 
clung very fondly to these bantlings of his old age, and even rated them higher 
than the more elegant productions of his former pen. Their only real beauty, 
though he- was insensible of it, consisted in a few pathetic passages. Our author 
also wrote, with the same views, and too much in the same style, a novel, en- 
titled *^The Scottish Adventurers, or the Way to Kise,” 2 vols. 8vo, 1812. 
Throughout the earlier years of the century, he contributed many minor pieces, 
in prose and verse, to the S(!ota Magtazine, of which he was at one time editor. 

After a long life of penury, aggravated by ill health, Mr Macneil died of 
jaundice, March 15, 1818, not leaving behind him wherewithal to defray his 
funeral expenses. 

MACPHEllSON, Jamrs, a literary character of celebrity, was born at Ruth- 
ven, in the county of Inverness, in the latter end of the year 1738, His fami- 
ly was one of the most ancient in that part of the country, and of high respec- 
tability. The earlier rudiments of education he received at home, and was 
afterwards sent to the grammar school of Inverness. At this period he began 
to discover a degree of talent which induced his family, contrary to their ori- 
ginal intention, to bring him up to a learned profession. With this view he 
was sent, after completing an initiatory course at Inverness, to the university of 
Aberdeen, and afterwards to that of Edinburgh, where he finished his studies. 

Young Macpherson had already begun to exercise his poetical talents; 
and, while at the university, gave some specimens of his powers in that de- 
partment of literature, but with very indifferent success. Hitherto, however, 
he had confined his muse to such short and desultory flights, as young men 
of poetical temperament usually begin with; but, in 1758, he made a bolder 
essay, by producing a poem in six cantos, entitled the Highlander.” 
This work was printed at Edinburgh, in 12mo, in the year above named. 
Though not without some excellences, the ** Highlander,” as a whole, is an 
exceedingly poor production, and must be considered so, even with every 
allowance for the youth of its autlior, who was yet only in the twentieth year 
of his age, T'he public was of a similar opinion with regard to its merits: 
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nnd it almost instantly sank into oblivion. It must, however, be recorded, to 
the credit of the poet, that he very soon became sensible of its defects and defi- 
ciencies, and made every endeavour to suppress it About this time, also, he 
wrote an ode on the arrival of the earl Marischal in Scotland, which he en- 
titled An Attempt in the manner of Pindar.’’ This ode, thoug^h it certainly 
does not possess much poetical merit, is yet, on the whole, considerably above 
mediocrity. From this period, there is no more heard of Maepherson’s poeti- 
cal compositions, until he appeared as the translator of those singular poems 
on which his ralebrity is founded. 

It was intended by his friends that he shdUld, on completing his studies, en- 
ter the church ; but it is not certainly known whether he ever actually did take 
* orders or not. He is, however, spoken of about this time, 1760, as a young 
clergyman and is described by Hume, the celebrated historian, as a 
modest, sensible young man, not settled in any living, but employed as a pri- 
vate tutor in Mr Graham of Balgow'an’s family ; a way of life which he is not 
fond of.” The notice of Mr Hume was thus directed to Maepherson, in conse- 
quence of the appearance of a work bearing the title of Fragments of Ancient 
Poetry, collected in the Highlands of Scotland, and translated from the (iaelic, 
or Frse Language,” the production of Maepherson, and the 6rst presentation of 
that literary novelty which was afterwards to attract so large a portion of the 
world’s notice, and to excite so much discussion and dissension in its literary 
circles. 

The Fragments ” were declared to be genuine remains of ancient Celtic 
poetry ; and were, as well from that circumstance, as their own intrinsic merit, 
received with the utmost enthusiasm and delight. Every one read them, and 
every one admired them ; and, altogether, a sensation was created in the world 
of letters, which it had known but on few occasions before. As it was inti- 
mated tliat other specimens of this ancient poetry might be recovered, a sub- 
scription was immediately begun, to enable Maepherson to quit his employment as 
a family preceptor, and to undertake a mission into the Highlands to secure them. 
With the wishes of his patrons on this occasion, the principal of whom were 
Dr Blair, Dr Robertson, Dr (Carlyle, and Mr Hume, Maepherson readily com- 
plied, and lost no time in proceeding in quest of more ** Fragments having 
been furnished previously to his setting out with various letters of recomiiiendu- 
tion and introduction, from the influential persons just named, to gentlemen 
resident in the Highlands. 

After making an extensive tour through the mainland and isles, he re- 
turned to Edinburgh, and in 1762 presented to the world the flrst portion 
of the results, real or pretended, of his mission. I'his was ** Fingal, an 
Ancient Epic Poem, in 6 books ; together with several other Poems, com- 
posed by Ossian, the son of Fingal : translated from the Gaelic,” 4to. 
'I'hese poems were received with equal, if not yet greater applause, tlian 
that which had hailed the flrst specimen Maepherson had given of Celtic 
poetry. The demand for the work was immense, and the fame of the 
translator and saviour, as he was deemed, of these presumed relics of ancient 
literature, was rapidly spread, not only over Britain, but over all Europe. 
They were almost immediately translated into nearly every language spoken on 
the continent ; and in each of these translations, Maepherson was alluded to in 
terms, that might,” as he himself says, flatter the vanity of one fond of 
fame,” — a circumstance which must have been highly gratifying to him, for he 
was fond of fame, even inordinately so, and was known to have been under the 
influence of a violent passion for literary repute, from a very early period of 
his life. 



534 - 


MACPH^IRSON. 


In the following year, viz., 1763, the poem of I'ingal, &c., ^^aA succeeded 
by ** Temora, in eight books, with other Poems, by Ossian,*’ 4to. This was 
also well received, but scarcely with the same degree of enthusiasm which 
had marked the reception of the preceding poems. A clmnge had taken 
place, both with regnrtl to Macpherson himself, personally, and his poetry. 
A suspicion as to the authenticity of the latter, was now beginning to steal over 
tlie public mind ; and the former, from being a modest man, as he was repre* 
sented to be by Mr Hume, had become insolent and arrogant. Whether this 
last was the result of the operation of extraordinary success on an ill-regulated 
mind, or the effect of frequent irritation from the attacks of the sceptical, to 
which Macpherson was now certainly subjected, it would not, perhaps, be easy 
to determine. It probably arose partly from both. The likelihood that the' 
latter consideration had, at any rate, some share in producing this change 
of demeanour is considerable, when' the nature of Macpherson's disposition, 
which was ardent, haughty, impatient and irascible, is taken into account 
That such a change, however, had taken place, is certain ; and the circum- 
stance derives no little interest from the person by whom, and the manner in 
which it is marked. You must not mind,** says Mr Hume, in a letter to Dr 
Hlair on the subject of the poems of Ossian, so strange and hcteroclite a 
mortal, (Macpherson,) than whom 1 have S4^rce ever known a man more per- 
verse and unamiable.^’ This was Mr Burners opinion of him in 176.1 ; and it 
will be remarked how oddly it contrasts with that which he expressed regard- 
ing him in 1760. That Mr Hume, however, saw sufficient reason in Maepher- 
son’s conduct, thus to alter his opinion of him, no man can doubt, who know'S 
any thing of the character of the illustrious historian, himself one of the most 
amiable of men. 

Ill 1764, the year following that in which Temora appeared, Macpherson 
obtained the appointment of secretary to governor Johnstone, then about to set 
out for the settlement of Pensacola, of which he was made chief. After a 
short residence in the colony, during which he had assisted in the construction 
and arrangement of its civil government, a difference arose between Maepher- 
sou and the governor, and they parted. The former left the settlement, visited 
several of the West India islands, and some provinces of North America, and 
finally returned to England in 1766. 

He now took up his residence in London, and shortly after resumed his 
literary pursuits ; these, however, as tlie Ossiaiiic Poems were now exhausted, 
were of an entirely different nature from those which had hitherto employed 
him. His first public appearance again as an author, was in 1771, when 
lie produced a work, entitled An introduction to the History of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland,” 4to. This work, he says himself, he composed merely 
for private amusement. Whatever were the incitements which led to its 
production, necessity, at any rate, could not have been amongst the num- 
ber ; for Macpherson, if not already comparatively wealthy, was rapidly be- 
coming so by the extensive sale of the poems. Whether written, how- 
ever, for amusement, or with a view to fame, the author of the ** Introduc- 
tion” had no reason to congratulate himself on the result of its publication. 
Both the book and the writer were attacked from various quarters with 
much bitterness of invective, and a controversy regarding its merits and tlie 
opinions it promulgated, arose, which was but little calculated to improve the 
irritable temper of its author, or to add to his happiness. Nor was this treat- 
ment compensated by any success to the work itself. It made a sufficient noise ; 
but yielded neither fame nor profit. The former was the result of its nuthor^s 
celebrity ; the latter, it is to be feared, of his incapatiity. 



MACPHERSON. 


535 


In an evil hour for hit literary reputation, Macpherson, with more confidence 
than wisdom, began a translation of the Iliad of Homer. This work he com- 
pleted, and gave to the world in 1773. Its reception was mortifying in the 
extreme. Men of learning laughed at it, critics abused it ; and, notwithstand- 
ing some strenuous efforts on the part of his friends, particularly Sir John 
Elliot, it finally sank under one universal shout of execration and contempt. 
The finishing blow to this production was inflicted by the Critical Heview, in 
which it was ably and fatally criticised. 

** There is nothing,” says one of the most able and elegant of Mncpherson^s 
comrnentiton, Dr (irah.nni, the late learned minister of Aberfoyle, “ there is 
nothing which serves to set Ma<*,phersoii’s character and powers in a stronger 
* light than his egregious attempt to render the great father of poetry into prose, 
however natural it might have been for him to have made this attempt, after 
his succ/ess in doing the same office to Ossian,’* The temerity of this attempt 
will not bo deemed a little enham^ed by the consideration that I’ope’s elegant 
translation was already before the world, nor will the awkwardness of its failure be 
tlioiighl lessened by a recollection of the sentiment its author himself expressed 
on another oc<;a8ion, viz., that he ” would not deign to translate what he could 
not imitate, or even equal.” This unguarded language was now recollected to 
his prejudice, and carefully employed by his enemies to iiifareaso the disgrace 
of his failure. 

To add to the literary morlifications under which Macpherson was now suf- 
fering, he found himself attacked by Dr Johnson in his celebrated Tour to 
the Hebrides, published in 1773, on the subject of the authenticity of his 
translations of Ossian. U he remarks of the great moralist, as is ivell know'n, 
are not confined, in this f;ase, to an abstract discussion of the question, but in- 
clude some severe, though certainly not unmerited personal reflections on the 
translator. 

These the latter resented so highly that he immediately wrote a threaten- 
ing letter to their author, who replied in spirited and still more severe and 
sarcastic language than he had employed in his published strictures, saying 
amongst other humiliating things, ” your abilities since your Homer are not so 
formidable.” To this letter Macpherson wisely made no reply, and is not 
known to have taken any further notice of it than by assisting M*Nicol in his 

llemarks on Dr Johnson’s Tour,” printed in 1774. Even of this, however, he 
is only suspected, there being no positive proof that he actually had any share 
in that production. 

Although thus thanklessly acknowledged, Macpherson still continued his 
literary labours, and in 1775, published « The History of Great Britain, from 
the Restoration to the accession of the house of Hanover,” in 2 vols. 4to. 

Soon after the publication of this work another favourable change took place 
in the fortunes of its author, and opened up to him a new soun^ of emolument. 
He Wtis selected by the government, at this time embarrassed by the resistance 
of the American colonies to its authority, to defend and give forc^ to the 
reasons which influenced its proceedings with regard to that country. In the 
discharge of this duty, he wrote a pamphlet entitled, “ I’he Rights of Great 
Britain asserted against the claims of the Colonies, 8vo. 1776. 1 his pamphlet 
was circulated with great industry, and ran through several editions. He also 
wrote “ A Short History of the Opposition during the last session of parliament ” 
Svo. 1779. The merit of this last production was so remarkable, that it was, 
at the time, generally ascribed to the pen of Gibbon, a compliment which, how- 
ever, it is very questionable if its real author appreciated. 

About this period Maepherson's good fortune was still further increased by 
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his beingf appointed (igeiit to the Nabob of Arcot^ in behalf of whom he made 
several elective appeals to the public, and ainongfst others published ** Letters 
from Mahomiiied Ali Chau, Nabob of Arcot, to the court of Directors. To 
which is annexed a Suite of facts relative to Taiijore, with an Appendix of ori- 
ginal papers,” 4to. 1777. He is also supposed to have been the iiuthor of 

The History and 3Ianagement of the East India Company, from its origin in 
1600, to the present times ; vol. i. containing the affairs of ihe Carnatic, in 
which the riglits of the Nabob are explained, and the injustice of the Company 
proved,” 4to. 1779. 

It was now thought advisable that Macpherson, in capacity of agent to the 
Nabob, should be provided with a seat in parliament, and he was accordingly 
returned member for Camelford in 17 SO, and was re-elected for the same 
place in 1784 and 1790. He, however, never made any attempt to speak in the 
house, so that the rause of the eastern potentate, whatever it may have gained 
from his influence abstractly as a iiieniber of parliament, was nothing forward- 
ed by his oratory. 'I'he period, however, was now rapidly approactiing when 
this and all other earthly matters were no longer to be of any concernment to 
him. His health now began gradually to fail, and continued to decline till the 
year 1796, when he became so seriously ill, that it was thought advisable, as all 
other means were found unavailing, that he should return to his native country, 
and try the e6ect of a change of air. He accordingly proceeded to Scotland ; 
but died in the same year, on the 17th February, at bis seat of liellville in the 
shire of Inverness, in the 58th year of his age. 

Macpherson died in opulent circumsUiiices, leaving by his will, dated June 
1 793, legacies and annuities to various persons to a large amount. Amongst 
his other bequests there is one of particular interest from its connexion with the 
celebrated works to which he owes his celebrity, and from its bearing on a cir- 
cumstance which created one of the most memorable civil wars, in the literary 
world, upon record — the question of the authenticity of (lssian‘'s poems. 

This bequest comprised the sum of £1000, payable to John Mackenzie of 
Fig-tree Court, in the Temple, to defray the expense of printing and publish- 
ing Ossian in the original. Macpherson also direi^ted by his will, that the sum 
of £300 should be expended in erectiiig a monument to his memory in some 
conspicuous situation at J{eliville,and that his body should be carried to London 
and be interred in Westminster Abbey. This was complied with, and he was 
buried in Poet's Corner. 

The preceding sketch, brief as it is, comprehends nefirly all of any interest 
with which the life of Macpherson presents us, and affords in that brevity 
another instance of the utter disproportion which is so often found to exist be- 
tween the bulk of a man's personal history and that of his fame, — how much 
may be afforded in one and the same life, to the essayist, philosopher, 
or moralist, and how little to Uie biographer. 

One point of interest in Maepherson's life, however, and without vome al- 
lusion to which any account of it would be incomplete, has been hitherto left all 
but untouched in this sketch, and that purposely ; as it was thought better to 
give it a distinct and separate place at the conclusion than to interrupt the bio- 
graphical narrative by its earlier introduction. 

The circumstance alluded to is the celebrated controversy regarding the au- 
thenticity of Maepherson’s translations of the Poems of Ossiao, — a controversy 
which, whether its voluminous amount is considered, the extremely opposite and 
conflicting testimony by which it is supported, or the various and widely scattered 
members of which it is composed, cxmiiot be approached without hesitation. 
The fervour with which it was once attended has long since altogether dis- 
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appeared, and but little now remains e?en of the interest with which tlie 
mooted point was associated. Few, in short, now care any thing at all about 
the matter, and even though it were desirable, it would be impossible to resus- 
citate the intense feeling with which it was once contemplated. This apathy, 
however, singularly contrasts with the violent commotion and furious zeal 
which the discussion of the momentous question excited in the public mind 
some thirty or forty years since. It was then an universal topic of conversation 
in private circles, while the literary arena was crowded with combatants eager 
for the contest, and inspired, if their feelings may be judged by their language, 
with the most cordial hatred tow'ards each other. Fresh champions of the op* 
^posite creeds followed each other in endless succession, as their predecessors re- 
tired, exhausted or defeated, iroiii the lists. 

At one moment the authenticity of the poems seemed established beyond all 
doubt ; in the next it was made still more clear that they were the most im- 
pudent forgeries that were ever imposed upon the credulity of the literary 
world. These were the results of the labours of the more active and zealods 
partisans of the denying and believing factions ; but there were others again, 
who did not strictly belong to either, and these, taking arguments from both 
sides, succeeded, with much ingenuity, in involving the question in an obscurity 
from which it has not emerged to this day. 

The Ossianic controversy, like till other controversies, soon became personal, 
and in nearly every case the discussion of the point exhibited fully as much abuse 
as arguments. During all this time Maepherson himself, the cause of all this 
bitterness of spirit and uncbaritableness, and the only person who could have al- 
layed it, kept sullenly aloof, and refused to prodiic^e that evidence which alone 
could restore the peace of the literary world, and which he yet declared he pos- 
sessed. Notwithstanding the celebrity, however, which he was thus acquir- 
ing, his situation, in other respects, was by no means an enviable one. By 
those who did not believe in the authenticity of the poems, he was reviled as an 
impudent, unprincipled impostor ; by those wlio did, he was charged with 
being a bungling, unskilful translator ; and by both he was abused for his 
obstinacy in refusing to come forward with his testimony in the cause in 
dispute. 

Before proceeding to take a nearer view of the Ossianic controversy itself, 
there will be no impropriety in alluding to certain opinions, regarding the sub- 
ject of it, which have now pretty genenilly obtained. These are, that it is of 
little moment whether the poems are genuine or not, and that they are not, af- 
ter all, worthy, in point of merit, of the notice they have attracted, or of the 
discussion and dissension they have created. With regard to the last, it is mat^ 
ter of opinion, and must always remain so, since it cannot be decided by any 
rule of taste. The first, again, involves a sentiment more specious perhaps than 
profound ; for, besides the consideration that truth is at all times and in all 
cases better than falsehood, and possesses an intrinsic value which in almost 
every instance renders it worthy of being sought for, the investigation into the 
authenticity of the Poems of Ossian involves, in the language of the ingenious 
commentator already named, matter of importance to the ** general history of 
literature, and even that of the human race.” 

Whatever weight, however, may be allowed to these considerations, it is cer- 
tain that Maepherson's Poems of Ossian have lost a very large portion of the 
popularity which they once enjoyed, and are evidently losing more every day. 
The rising generation do not seem to have that relish for their beauties, or 
rather do not see those beauties in them which captivated their fathers, and this 
can be ascribed only, either to a change in literary taste, or to some defect or 
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defects in the poems themselres, which improved intellectual culture lias de- 
tected ; for it is the result of an opinion formed on their abstract merits as 
literary compositions, and is wholly unconnected with the question of their au- 
thenticity, that now being considered a point of such indifference, as to be but 
rarely taken into account in the decision. The book is now taken up, 
without a thought being wasted on the consideration whether it be the 
production of Ossian or Macpherson, and is judged of by its own intrinsic 
value ; and tested in this way, it would appear that it has been found want- 
ing ; a result which seems to show that the greatest charm of the poems, even at 
the time when they were most appreciated, co-existed with the belief that they 
were genuine relics of antiquity ; that it was inseparable from this belief, tha% 
it was born of it, fostered by it, and perished with it; that, in short, it lived 
and died with it, and was exactly proportioned to its strength and its weakness. 

Of the controversialists in this celebrated literary war the list is both long 
and illustrious, and comprehends some of the proudest names of which this 
country has to boast Amongst these occur those of Dr Blair, Dr Gregory, lord 
Karnes, Hume, and Dr Johnson. The most remarkable next to these were, Dr 
Smith of Campbelltown, Dr Graham of Aberfoyle, Sir John Sinclair, Mr Laing, 
author of Notes and Illustrations ’’ introduced into an edition of Ossian’s Poems, 
published in Edinburgh in 1805 ; Mr Alexander Macdonald, author of a work 
entitled ** Some of Ossian's lesser poems rendered into verse, with a preliminary 
discourse in answer to Mr Laing's Critical and Historical Dissertations on the an- 
tiquity ofOssian’s Poems,^’ 8vo, Liverpool, 1805 ; and W. Shaw, A.M.,autlior of 
** An Inquiry into the Authenticity of the Poems of Ossian,’’ London, 1781. 
There were besides these a host of others, but of lesser note. Of those just 
named, there were six who may be said,genera]ly speaking, to have been in favour 
of the authenticity of the poems, and five against it. The former were Dr Blair, 
Dr Gregory, lord Karnes, Dr Graham, Sir John Sinclair, and Mr Macdonald. 
The latter, Mr Hume, Dr Johnson, Mr Laing, Dr Smith, and Mr Shaw. 

Here, then, we are startled at the very outset by the near approach to equality 
in the amount of intelligence and talent which appears arrayed on either side ; 
nor is this feeling greatly lessened in comparing the evidence adduced by each 
party in support of their opposite opinions, and in confutation of those of their 
opponents. Both seem conclusive when taken separately, and both defective 
when placed in juxta-position. 

Although, however, two classes only of controversialists have been made 
above, there were actually four, or rather the two given are found on closer in- 
quiry to be again subdivided — of the believers, into those whose opinion of the 
authenticity of the poems was unqualified, and those again who believed them 
to be authentic only to a certain extent, while the remainder were interpola- 
tions by the translator. Of the former were Blair, Greg(» 7 , lord Karnes, Sir 
John Sinclair, and Macdonald. Of the latter was 1^ Graham, and though only 
one, he was yet the representative of a large body who entertained a similar 
opinion. Of the disbelievers, again, there were those who utterly denied their 
authenticity ; and those who, entertaining strong doubts, did not yet go the 
whole length of rejecting them as spurious. Of the first were Dr Johnson, 
Laing, and Shaw. Of the last, Mr Hume, and Dr Smith. 

The controveiey thus stands altogether upon four separate and distinct 
grounds. These are, first, an entire and imqualified belief in the authenticity 
of the poems; second, a belief that they are in part genuine, and in part 
spurious, including a charge of interpolation and false translation ; third, 
much doubt, but no certainty ; and, fourth, a thorough conviction of their 
being wholly forgeries. 
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The principal argumenti adduced in lupport of the fint opinion, Are>^-that 
the poems bear internal eridenoe of antiquity ; — ^that their originals are or 
were well known in the Highlands, and that there were many persons th^re 
who could repeat large portions of .them ; that Macpherson’s talents, judging 
by his own original works, the Highlander, Translation of the Iliad, &c., 
were not equal to the production of poems of such transcendent merit as those 
ascribed to Ossian ; that many credible witnesses were present, on various occa- 
sions, when Macpherson was put in possession of these poems, orally and by 
MS. ; and, lastly , that the originals tliemselves are now before the world. 

With regard to the internal evidence of the genuineness of these poems, it is 
* to be feared tliat this is a thing more ingenious than sound ; and, like the 
imaginary figures that present themselves in the fire, is more easily described 
than pointed out. It will, at any rate, scarcely be deemed sufficient proof, 
that the poems in question are ancient, merely because they bear no likeness to 
any that are modern. 

Dr Blair’s celebrated dissertation on this subject, and on the authenticity of 
the poems generally, is much more elegant, ingenious, and learned, than con- 
vincing ; and appears, after all, to establish little more, indeed little more 
seems aimed at, than that the poems may and should be ancient, not that they 
are. To those who think that the absence of all modern allusion in the poems, 
and the exclusive use which is made of natural imagery, without one single ex- 
ception, is a proof of their antiquity, the argument of internal evidence will 
have, no doubt, considerable weight ; but there ni'o others who see in this 
circumstance only caution and dexterity on the part of iVlacpherson, and who, 
in consequence, instead of reckoning it an evidence of his veracity, consider 
it but as a proof of his ingenuity. 

As to the assertion, again, that the originals were well known in the High- 
lands, and that there were many persons there who could repeat them. 'Diis, 
on inquiry, turns out to mean only, that fragments of Gaelic poetry, — not entire 
poems, as given by Macpherson, but certainly, such as they were, of undoubted 
antiquity, — were to be met with in the Highlands. That such were, and prob- 
ably are to be found there even to this day, is undeniable ; but, in the first 
place, they have been in no instance found in the complete state in which they 
appear in the translations, but disjointed and disconnected, and, still worse, 
bearing only in a few instances any more than a resemblance to the English 
poems. In large portions, even this is entirely wanting. The originals, then, 
in the only sense in which that word ought to be used, cannot, with truth, be 
said to have existed in the Highlands. Fragments of ancient poetry, as al- 
ready said, did indeed exist there, but not the mass of poetry given to 
world by Macpherson as the Poems of Ossian, and said by him to have been 
collected in the Highlands. The assertion, therefore, has been made, either 
with a view to deceive, or without a due consideration of the meaning of the 
terms in which it is conveyed. 

The argument deduced from Macpherson’s talents, as exhibited in his ori- 
ginal works, to show that he could not be the author of the poems in question, 
is plausible ; but the premises on which it is founded, are by no ineanji of so 
incontrovertible a nature as to give us implicit confidence in the conclusion. 
That a literary man may utterly fail in one or more instances, and be eminently 
successful in another, is perfectly consistent with experience. It has often hap- 
pened, and is, theieffire, not more extraordinary in Macpherson’s case, suppos- 
ing him to be the author, and not merely the translator of the poems ascribed 
to Ossian, than in many others that could be named. Besides, something like a 
reason is to be found for his success in this species of composition, in the 
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fact that, from his earliest years he was an enthusiastic admirer of Celtic lore ; 
and that its poetry, in particular, was one of his constant and most agreeable 
studies. This argument, then, can hare no great weight, unless it be deemed 
an impossibility, that a man who had failed in one or more literary attempts, 
should be successful in another ; an assertion which, it is believed, few will be 
hardy enough to venture, and which, it is certain, fewer still will be able to 
make good. 

With regard to that part of the controversy where evidence is produced by 
credible, and, in several of the instances, certainly highly respectable witnesses, 
of Macplierson's having been put in possession, in their presence, of various 
poems ascribed to Ossian, both oral and written ; — without questioning the 
credibility of these witnesses, an important objection may be fairly brought 
against the nature of their evidence. It is liable to that charge of generality 
which Mr Hume thought, and every impartial person must think, ought to be 
considered as being of no authority.” In no single instance is any particular 
poem, or any particular part of a poem, distinctly traced by such evidence from 
its original possessor to the pages of Macpherson's volumes. Not one of them 
has stated the results of what came under his own observation, in any thing 
like such plain terms as I saw, or heard Macpherson put in possession of the 
first duan of Cath-loda ; 1 read it over carefully at the time, and 1 assert that 
the English poem of that name which he has given, is a translation of the 
same.” The witnesses alluded to, have said nothing like this. 'J'he amount ^of 
their evidence is, that it consists with tlieir knowledge that Macpherson did obtain 
Gaelic poems, when in the Highlands. They saw him get some in MS., and 
they were present when others were recited to him. But here their testimony 
terminates ; and in no case have the poems been further identified in the 
English dress with those which he procured on these occasions, than as bear- 
ing, in some instances, a general resemblance to them. The extent to which 
Macpherson made use of what they saw him get, or, indeed, what use he made 
of it at all, they have not said, because they could not ; for, although he car- 
ried away the originals, they did not, and could not, therefore, ascertain, by 
the only process by which it could with certainty be ascertained, by collation, 
what he had omitted, or what he had retained ; wliat he had changed, or what 
he had left unaltered. 

We come now to the last proof exhibited in support of the authenticity of the 
English poems of Ossian, and it is by far the most startling of the whole. It 
would seem, indeed, were it adopted without examination, to set the question 
for ever at rest, and to place it beyond the reach of all further controversy. 
This proof is the “ Originals” published by Sir John Sinclair in 1806, an evi- 
dence which certainly appears, at first sight* conclusive ; but what is the fact? 
They are not originals, in so far as the written poetry which Macpherson ob- 
tained is concerned ; for they are all in his own hand-wTiting, or that of his 
amanuensis. The term original^ therefore, in this case, can only be applied to 
what he wrote down from oral communication ; and it will at once be perceiv- 
ed how much their evidence is already weakened by this limitation of the mean- 
ing of the word original^ as employed by Sir John Sinclair. How far, again, it 
may be relied upon as applied to the oral communications which Macpherson 
received, must entirely depend upon the degree of faith which is put in his in- 
tegrity. He has said that they are the originals, but this is all we have for 
it, and by many, we suspect, it will scarcely be deemed sufficient. He 
had a control over these documents which greatly lessens, if it does not 
wholly destroy all faith in them us evidences ; while his interest in produc- 
ing them, must lay them open, under all circumstances, to the strongest 
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suspicions. But it is said, that it is not likely that he would be at the trouble 
of going through so laborious a process as this, merely to support an imposture — 
that, though willing, he was, from his want of skill in the Gaelic language, unfit 
for the task, and could not have produced poems in that language of such merit 
as those which he gave ns originals — that the Gaelic poems are superior to the 
English — and lastly, that from impartial and critical examination, the former 
must have been anterior to the latter. With regard to the first of these asser- 
tions, it seems to be merely gratuitous, as it rests upon a question which Mac- 
pherson himself alone could determine, and can, therefore, be of no weight as 
an argument That Macpherson was greatly deficient in critical knowledge of 
the Gaelic language, and that he could not consequently produce poems in that 
language of such merit as those which he represents as the originals of Ossian, is 
certain, because it is established by the clearest evidence, and by the concurring 
testimony of several eminent Gaelic scholars ; but although he could not do this 
himself, he could employ others to do it, and it is well known that he was inti- 
mate, and in close correspondence with several persons critically skilled in the 
Gaelic language, of whose services he availed himself frequently, and largely, 
when preparing his “ Translations.’’ Might he not have had recourse to the 
same aid in translating from the English to the Gaelic ? Dr Johnson thought 
so. 1 am far from certain,” says the sagacious moralist, that some transla- 
tions have not been lately made that may now be obtruded as parts of the origi- 
qpl work.” In truth, the presumption that Macpherson did procure Gaelic 
translations to be made from the English, is exceedingly strong, as will appear 
from various circumstances yet to be alluded to. At all events, it does not seem 
by any means an inevitable conclusion, that because he was not himself capable 
of writing what are called the originals, they are, therefore, original. But 
the strongest part of the argument in favour of their originality yet remains. 
It is said tliat the Gaelic is superior to the English, and that on an impartial 
and critical examination, it appears that the former must have been anterior to 
the latter. Now, the first of these is again matter of opinion, and as such, en- 
titled to no more consideration than opinions generally deserve. To many their 
merits will n]>pear on the whole pretty equal ; to others, the Gaelic will, in 
some instances, seem the more beautiful ; and in some, again, the Eiiglisli. The 
second assertion, however, is not of this description. It is not founded on 
opinion, but on an alleged positive internal evidence. It is to be regretted, 
however, that that evidence had not been pointed out in more specific terms 
than those employed — that it had not been distinctly said what are those 
particular circumstances which, on a perusal, establish the relative ages of the 
Gaelic and English versions ; for, on an impartial and critical examination lately 
made by a person eminently skilled in the Gaelic language, for the express 
purpose of furnishing information for this article, it docs not appear, at least 
from any thing he could discover, that the Gaelic poems must, of necessity, have 
preceded the Englisli. They certainly contain nothing that shows the contrary — 
nothing that diB<;over8 them to be of modern composition ; but neither do Mao 
pherson’s English poems of Ossian. Neither of them betray themselves by any 
slip or inadvertency, and this, negative as it is, is yet all that can be said of 
both as to internal evidence. 

What has just been said, includes nearly all the leading and direct arguments 
Avhich have been employed in the defence of the authenticity of Maepherson’g 
translations of the Poems of Ossian, and nearly all that can be urged against 
that belief, with the exception of that which may be deduced from Maepherson’s 
own conduct in relation to the question, and whicli shall be afterwards refer- 
red to. 
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We come now to coneider the grounds of the belief, that the poems are in 
part genuine, and in part spurious ; including a charge of interpolation, and of 
false translation. What has been already said having necessarily included all 
tlie ramifications of the controversy, the consideration of this point need not 
detain us long, for happily the evidence is not only quite at hand, but of the 
roost conclusive and satisfactory description. That some portion of Macpher- 
son’s English poems are genuine, at least in so for as that can be considered 
genuine, of which the utmost that the committee of the Highland Society found 
themselves warranted in saying, after much and careful inquiry, was, that it bore 
a strong resemblance to certain fragments which they themselves had obtain- 
ed, is beyond doubt Maepherson, as before said, certainly did gather some 
scraps of poetry in the Highlands, and as certainly did make some use of them 
in the composition of his poems. But that he introduced a great deal of his 
own, that he interpolated, and that he translated falsely the little he got, is 
equally certain, 'ihe fact is incontrovertihly established by Dr Graham, to 
whose able ivork on the subject, entitled “ An Essay on the Authenticity of tlie 
Poems of Ossian,” we refer the reader for mure full information, and is thus 
confirmed by the committee of the Highland Society, who, after stating in their 
Report that they had not been able to obtain any one poem the same in title 
or tenor with the poems published by him,” proceed to say, It (the coiiiiniu 
tee) is inclined to believe that he (Marpherson) was in use to supply chasms, and 
to give connexion, by inserting passages which he did not iind, and to 
what he conceived to be dignity and delicacy to the original composition, by 
striking out passages, by softening incidents, by refining the language, in 
short, by changing what he i^nsidered as too simple or too rude for a modern 
ear, and elevating what, in bis opinion, was below the standard of good poetry.” 
What immediately follows this sentence, though not relevant to the point imme- 
diately under discussion is too important to be passed over. 1 he committee 
goes on to say, ** To what degree, however, he exercised these liberties, it is 
impossible for the Committee to determine.” Now, this means, if it means any 
thing, that the interpolations were such close imitations of the original, that, of 
the whole poems, it was impossible to distinguish which was Ossian’s and which 
Maepheraon^s ; therefore, that the poetry of the latter was as good os that of 
the former. An admission this, that would seem to settle the point of Mac- 
pherson’s ability to forge the poems, a point so strongly insisted upon by the 
defenders of their authenticity, by showing that he was conipeleiit to write 
them, and, in accordaiir.e with this, it may be asked, if he wrote a part thus 
excellently, why might he not have written the whole ? Dr Graham, it it true, 
has, in several instances, detected Maepherson’s bombast,” but tliis only shows 
that Maepherson has occasionally fallen into an error, which it was next to im- 
possible to avoid altogether in a work written in the peculiar style of Ossian’s 
poems. 

There still, however, remains one overpowering circumstance, which, if there 
were no other evidence against the fidelity of Maepherson, would probably be 
held by most unprejuduMsd inquirers as quite conclusive of the whole question. 
The “ Originals” correspond exactly with the “ Translations,’’ in language, and 
indeed in every point How can this be reconciled to the fact admitted by 
Maepherson himself, that he took certain liberties with the original Gaelic? 
The ** Originals,” when published, might have been expected to exhibit such 
differences with the “ Translations,” as would arise from Mr Maepherson’s la- 
bours as an emendator and purifier of the native ideas. But they do not exhibit 
any traces of sudi difference. The unavoidable conclusion is, that the Origi- 
nals, prepared by Maepherson, and published by Sir John Sinclair, were cither 
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altogethw a forgery, or were accommodated to the Translatioiis, by such a pro- 
cess as entirely to destroy their credit^ and render their publication useless. 

We shall now proceed to take a view of the conduct of Macpherson himself, 
in so far as it relates to the controversy which he had been the means of excit- 
ing, and when we do this, we shall find that whether he really was an impos- 
tor or no, in the matter of the poems, he pursued exactly the course, with 
regard to them and the public, which an impostor would have done. He was 
accused of being guilty of an imposition. He took no steps to rebut the charge. < 
He was solicited to give proofs of the authenticity of the poems. He refused, 
and for upwards of thirty years submitted to wear the dress of a bankrupt in 
integrity, witliout inalung any attempt to get rid of it. He affected, indeed, a 
virtuous indignation, on all occasions, when the slightest insinuation was made 
that an imposition had been practised ; and, instead of calmly exhibiting the 
proofs of his innocence, he got into a passion, and thus silenced, in place of sa- 
tisfying inquiry. ** To revenge,’’ says Dr Johnson, speaking of Maepherson’s 
conduct in this matter, reasonable incredulity, by refusing evidence, is a de- 
gree of insolence, with which the world is not yet acquainted ; and stubborn 
audacity is the last refuge of guilt. 

A suspicion of the authenticity of the poems almost immediately followed tiie 
appearance of those published in 1762, and the first public notice taken of it 
by Macpherson liliiiself, occurs in 1763, in his preface to Teiiiora, published in 
tliat year, lie there says, Since the publication of the last collection of 
Ossiairs poems, many insinuations have been made, and doubts arisen, concern- 
ing their authenticity. 1 shall probably hear more of the same kind after the 
present poems make their appearance. Whether these suspicions are suggested 
by prejudice, or are only the effects of Ignorance of facts, 1 shall not pretend to 
determine. To me they give no concern, as 1 have it always in niy power to 
removo theiiu An incredulity of this kind is natural to persons who confine 
all merit bO their own age and country. These are generally the weakest, as 
well as the most ignorant of the people. Indolently (xmfined to a place, their 
ideas are very narrow and circumscribed. It is ridiculous enough to see such 
people as these are branding their ancestors with the despicable appellation of 
barbarians. Sober reason can easily disf:ern where the title ought to be fixed with 
more propriety. As prejudice is always the effect of ignorance, the knowing, the 
men of true taste, despise and dismiss it. If the poetry is good, and tiie charac- 
ters natural and striking, to these it is matter of indifference, whether the lieroes 
were born in the little village of Angles, in Jutland, or natives of the barren heaths 
of Caledonia. That honour which nations derive from ancestors worthy or re- 
nowned, is merely ideal It may buoy up the minds of individuals, but it con- 
tributes very little to their importance in the eyes of others. But of all those 
prejudices which are incident to narrow minds, that which measures the merit 
of performances by the vulgar opinion cxnicerning the country which produced 
them, is certainly the most ridiculous. Hidiculous, however, as it is, few have 
the courage to reject it ; and 1 am thoroughly convinced, that a few quaint lines 
of a Homan or Greek epigrammatist, if dug out of the ruins of Herculaneum, 
would meet with more cordial and universal applause, than all the most beau- 
tiful national rhapsodies of all the Celtic bards and Scandinavian scalds 
that ever existed.’’ This, it is presumed, will be thought rather an odd reply 
to the doubts entertained concerning the authenticity of the poems ; or rather 
it will be thought to be no reply at all. It is all very well as to reasoning and 
writing ; but, it will be perceived, wonderfully little to the purpose. All that 
he condescends to say, in this rhapsody, to the point at issue — the ** doubts’’ — ^it, 
that he has it always in his power to remove them.” But he made no use of 
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this power then, nor at any period during his after life, though urged to it by 
motives which gentlemen and men of honour have been always accustomed to 
hold as sacred. 

When pressed by the committee of the Highland Society of London, to pub- 
lish the originals, and thus satisfy the public mind as to the authenticity of the 
poems, Macpherson thus replies to the secretary of that body: — 1 shall adhere 
to the promise 1 made several years ago to a deputation of the same kind, [in 
their anxiety to liave the question set at rest, they had proposed that another 
deputation should wait upon him for this purpose,] that is, to employ my 
leisure time, and a considerable portion of time it must be, to do it accurately, 
in arranging and printing the originalB of Uie i^oems of Ossiaii, as they have 
come to my hands.” 'fhe delay here acknowledged, a delay of several years, 
and the further delay bespoken, as it were, in this extract, between the promise 
of giving the originals to the world and its fultilineiit, will seem to many stis- 
picious circumstances, and will appear rather a necessary provision for getting 
up a translation from the English, than for the preparation of original docu- 
ments. Nor is this suspicion lessened by his telling ns, that they were yet to 
arrange ; a process whicli it will be thought must of necessity have taken place 
before they were translated. It seems odd that the translations should be in 
perfect order, while the originals were in confusion. The mere disarrange- 
ment of sheets of MS., from passing through the hands of the printer, or from 
inattention, could scarcely warrant the formidable and cautious provision of * ** a 
considerable portion of time.” 

The fact of Maephemon having interpolated, although it could not have been 
ascertained by other evidence, would be sudicieiitly established by his own. 
When taxed by Hr 31aciiityre of Glenorchy with being himself the author of 
the greater part of tlie Poem of Fingal — “ You are much mistaken,” replied 
3Iacpherson ; I had occasion to do less of that than you suppose.” Thus ad- 
mitting the fact, and only liiniting its extent. 

Oil the whole, it seems, on a careful revision of all that has been said on 
this once famous controversy, beyond all doubt that Macpherson is, in nearly 
the strictest sense of the word, the author of the haiglish Poems of Ossiari. 1 he 
skeleton was furnished him, but it was he who clothed it with flesh, en- 
dued it with life, and gave it the fonu it now wears. He cauglit the tone 
and spirit of the Celtic lyre, from hearing its strings vibrating in the wind. 
The starting note was given him, but the strain is his own. Whatever degree 
of merit, therefore, may be allowed to these strains, belongs to Macpherson. 

MAlli, or MAJOR, John, a celebrated name of the hfieeiitli and sixteenth 
centuries. Little of the life of this eminent person is known, beyond a few 
incidental circumstances mentioned in his own w'orks, and some allusions by 
contemporary scholars. Dr IMackenzie and other writers not to be depended 
on, have stated, without reference to any authority, that he was born in the 
year 1469. His birth-place, by his own account, was the parish of North 
Berwick, and is said to have been at the village of Gleghorn. In the early 
part of the sixteenth century he became a member of ChrisPs college in Cam- 
bridge.^ In this post,’’ says bishop Nicholson, he seems to have written 

* He afterwards went to the university of Paris. Mackenzie, who has corrected his life of 
Major in the prefikcc to his work, on tlie ground of some communications received from 
Paris, says he joined the university in 1493, and became master of arts in 1496. “ Mr John 
Harvey,” continues this authority, “ a Scotsman and bursar, or fellow of the Soots college, 
being then rector of the university of Paris, he passed through all tlio honourable places of 
tlie faculty of arts, being first procurator and then queestor; and designs himself thus in 

the R egister, ‘ M. Joannes Mair, Glegornocensis, Diocesis S.^ Andreaj,’ He was made doctor 
of divinity in 1608.” — Mackenzie's Uves, vol. ii. Preface f vii. 
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Ill's history; Hrhich, as he ackno^vled'gei, was penned in the year 1518, the 
seventh of king James the fifth^s age.”^ Mackenzie says he left Paris immedi* 
ately on having written his history, and in the year mentioned we know him 
to have been in Scotland, as he was then incorporated a member of the univer- 
sity of Glasgow, and bore the titles of Canon of the chapel royal, and vicar of 
Dunlop, while he is termed ** Doctor Parisiensis.^’'* In 1521, the same author- 
ity shous him to have been professor of theology in Glasgow, and one of the 
** Intrantes ” and “ Deputati Hectoris probably performing, in the latter capa* 
city, the duties now performed, or presumed to be performed by the assessors of 
the rector. During that year his well known work, “ De Gestis Scotorum,” was 
published in Paris by Badius Ascensius, the same person who afterwards published 
• the history of Hector Boece. He is said by Bayle to have written “ stylo Sor- 
bonico,” a characteristic not intended as a compliment The Latinity of this work 
has been censured by scholars ; but the matter which it clothes, if not likely to 
repay a reader of the present age for the labour of perusal, presents us with inudi 
contempt of prejudices common to the age ; cxinsiderable knowledge of the 
grounds of historical truth, and a mass of curious information, sometimes of that 
petty and domestic nature, which is valuable because it is so generally omitted 
by others. His notices of the state and value of provisions, and of local customs 
might be valuable to the politiciil economist and antiquary. He has shown much 
sound sense in rejecting a mass of the fables narrated by his precursors in his- 
tory, Wyntoun and Fordun, believing the tale of Gathelus coming from Greece, 
to have been invented for the purpose of excelling the English who brought 
their Brute ” or “Brutus” from Troy, the Greeks being, as all history and 
poetry must testify, a far more respectable source of ancestry than the Trojans. 
Of the race of kings, amounting to about forty-five, betwixt Fergus I. and 
E'ergus II., now blotted from the list, he mentions, and that but slightly, only 
three or four. On this subject Dr Mackenzie, who wishes to speak favourably 
of the subject of his memoir, while he has a still higlior respect for the anti- 
quity of his native land, remarks, in a tone of chagrin, “ in his account of our 
iiionarchs, of fifteen kings, that he only acknowledges to have been between 
Fergus I. and II., he mentions not above three or four of them ; and it plainly 
appears,” continues the doctor, drawing the proper deduction, “ from the whole 
tract of his history, that it was not drawn out of ancient and authentic monu- 
ments, for he cites none of them, but from the historians above quoted.”^ The 
views of civil liberty inculcated in this work surprise us when we consider the 
period and state of society at which it was written, and they would certainly at 
the present juncture be termed pliilosophically just. If a man of so original a 
mind as Buchanan may be supposed to have derived his political sentiments 
from an inferior genius, it is not improbable that the doctrines of kingly power 
so beautifully illustrated in the dialogue De Jure Regni apud Scotos ” may 
liave been imbibed from the doctrines inculcated by Major, under whom 
Buchanan studied logic. The doctrines of Major are more boldly and broadly, 
if not justly, laid down than those of Grotius.^ Although a churchman, he was 

* Scottish Hist Librarj’, 103. 

■ According to the records of the university of Glasgow, in the Notes to Wodrow s Bio- 
graphical Collection, now in thS course of being printed by the Maitland Club, it is said that 
in the year 1618 “ Egregius virdictus Joannes Majoris, Doctor Parisiensis, ac prindpalis Be- 
gens oollegii et pedagugii dicii universitatis, Canonicusque capelle regie, ac vicarius de Dunlop, 
lie.*' was incorporated along with forty -three others. 

* Mede, Caxton, and Froissart are Major's chief authorities. 

* One passage is peculiarly striking, and, had the ellvct of publislied opinions lieen belter 
known at the period, might have brought persecution on the head of the author: ‘^Populus 
liber primo regi dut robur, cujus potestas a toto populo depeiidet, quia aliud jus Fergusius 
primus rex Scotiie non habuU: et itii est ubilibet, et ab orbe coridito erat commuiiiter." 

III. 3 56 
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likewise peculiarly unfettered in his clerical opinions. He condemned tlie 
monkish profuseness of David 1.^ that sair saunt to the crown,” and in a work 
entitled “ Disputationes de Fotestate Papae et Concilii,” ® he afterwards iincii- 
nonically argued the necessity of excluding all spiritual dignitaries from author- 
ity ill matters temporal. Mackenzie, in his corrected statement, continues, he 
remained in Scotland about live yeinrs, and taught theology in the university of 
St Andrews,” At what time lie joined that university it would be difficult to 
discover, but it appears that he was connected with the university of Glasgow 
until the year 1522, when he receives in the record the several titles already 
attributed to him, and with the taddition of Theologiro Professor,” and “ The- 
saurus capeliae regiaB Strevelinensis.”^ He was, however, assuredly professor of 
theology in St Andrews in the year 1525, os Buchanan is said in his life,' 
either written by himself or by Sir Peter Young, to have then studied under 
him, in the college of St Salvator. The celebrity of his lectures had attracted 
the poefs attention ; and, whether as a pupil of Major, or to fulKll his previous 
intentions, he followed his teacher to France. The connexion was the cause of 
an accusation of ingratitude against Buchanan. Buchanan had afterwards j»en- 
ned an epigram on Major, in which he turned his name to the bitter qualifica- 
tion, ** Solo cognoiuine 31ajor.” It is probable that the opportunity of so apt a 
witticism was the sole motive of Buchanan ; but Mackenzie and Christopher Ir- 
vine maintained that Buchanan had been fed both in mind and body by the 
charity of Major, who had procured him a professorship in the college of St 
Barbe. He who had eat his bread,” observes the latter, “and lived under 
his discipline, both in St Andrews and in the Sorbon, the space of live years, 
might have afforded liiin an handsomer character than soio coynmnim Major 
and concludes, ** but I leave these wretches to the care of the great ni^user, and 
go to my business.”® There appears to be no other foundation for the charge 
but the inferences which may be drawn from a passage in Buchanan’s life, 
which does not express such a meaning.® Mackenzie states that Major remained 
in Paris till 1530. Unfortunately little is known of the circumslances of his 
life during that period, nor will our limits permit an investigation among con- 
tinental authors, which might provide useful matter for a more extended me- 
moir. We know, however, that his fame was extensive and well supported. 
He has received high praise from such bibliographical writers as Dupiii, BeJ- 
larmiii, and Vossius. He is alluded to by some of his countrymen with less 
praise ; and Leslie and Dempster, probably displeased at his view of the anti- 
quities of his native country, sneer at the barbarism of his style. Major was 
probably one of tlie latest commentators on that universal text book, tiie Sen- 
tences of Peter Lombard. In 1519, he had published ‘‘In Libros Sententiariim 
priinum et secundum commentarium ;” a work which has passed to oblivion with 
its subject. In 1521, he published an Introduction to Aristotle's Dialectics, and 
in 1529, “ In Quatuor Kvangelia Kxpositiones Luculentm,” being a discussion on 
the arrangement of the Gospels as to date. Mackenzie mentions that he re- 

Continuing the train of reasoning, he concludes, “ Tertio arguitur ad candem conclusion in 
probaiidum ; ngem et posleros pro demerilis populus potest exauthorure bicut et piimo iii- 
stiiuere.*’ p. 175. 

® Printed in the Vindiciai Doctrinse Majorum Rchola) Parisiensis, &c. of Richcrius, 

‘ In the same year, “ Doiniiius Decanus Johannes Major,” is one of the “ auditores com- 
puti, * and'also one of the “ Intraiites,“ and “ Deputati liectoris.” 

* Nom. Scot., 1819. 127. 

® Primo vero ad fanum Andrcat missus cst, ad Joannem Majorem audiendum, qiii turn 
bi dialecticen, aut verius sophisiicen, in extrema senectuie docelwit. Huncin Galiiam sestate 
iroxima secutiis, in flammam Lutherdnie sectie, jam Jatese spargeiitem iiicidit: ac biennium 
ero cum iniquitate fortunae coliuctatus, tandem in Collegium iiarbanuium accilug, &c.— 
^iia buck. i. 
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turned to Scotland in 1530, and taught theology at St Andrews till he came 
to a great age ; for in the year 1 547, at the national council of the church of 
Scotland at Linlithgow, he subscribed, by proxy, in quality of dean of theology 
of St Andrew's, not being able to come himself by reason of his age, which was 
then seveiity^eight, and shortly after he died.** 

Anthony Wood has discovered from a manuscript note of Bryan Twyne that 
Major was at some period of his life at Oxford, but in what house is unknown, 
** unless,’* says bishop Nicholson, in Osney Abbey, whose melodious bells he 
commends.’’ If we could suppose Wood to have mistaken a century, the follow- 
ing might apply to the subject of our memoir during the year when he is said 
by Mackenzie to have gone to France. Speaking of St John’s school belonging 
to St .lohn’s Hospital, he says, all that 1 dnd material of this school is, that 
it, with others of the same faculty, were repaired by one John Major, an Incep- 
tor in the same faculty, anno 1426.”^^ 

MAITLAND, (Sjr) Richard, of Lethington, the collector and preserver of 
our early Scottish poetry, and himself a poet of no mean rank, was the son of 
William Maitland of Lethington and Thirlstane, and Martha, daughter of 
(ieorge, lord Seaton. He was born in the year 14i)6 ; but his father haring 
perished at the calamitous battle of Flodden, he was at an early period of life 
deprived of paternal guidance and instruction. After going through the usual 
coume of academical education at St Andrews, he repaired to France, then 
the resort of all young Scotsmen of rank, and more especially of students of 
law. The time of his return is altogether unknown ; he is supposed by one of 
his biographers * to have been absent from his native country during the earlier 
part of the minority of James V. ; or if he did return previous to that period, 
his name is not connected with any of its turmoils. Before his departure from 
Scotland, he is believed to have been connected with the court of James IV. 
We are at all events certain, that on his return he was successively employed by 
James V., the regent Arran, and Mary of Lorraine. To his services, during 
the refifency of the latter, he alludes in his poem on ** The Quenis Arryvale in 
Scotland — 


Madam, I wes trcw servand to thy mother, 

And in liir favoure stude ayllmukfuliio 
Of my estait, als weill as ony othor. 

A passage in Knox’s history has attached some suspicion to the good name of 
Sir Richard, at this period of his life. He is alleged to have been instrumental 
in procuring, for bribes, the liberation of cardinal Beaton from the custody of 
his kinsman. Lord Seaton. Of his share in the guilt of this transaction, such 
as it is, no proof exists ; while there is something very like direct evidence that 
he was attached to the English and protestant party, and consequently, in favour- 
ing Beaton, would have been acting against sentiments which the most of men 
hold sacred. That evidence consists in an entry in the Criminal Record, to 
the following effect : — Richard Maitland, of Lethingtoune, found George, 
lord Seytoune, as his surety, that he would enter within the castle of Edinburgh, 
or elsewhere, when and where it might please the lord governor, on forty- 
eight hours’ warning : and that the said Richard shall remain a good and faith- 
ful subject, and remain within the kingdom, and have no inteUigence with ouv 
ancient enemies the i English, under the pain of £10,000.”^ 

Wood’s Antiquities of Oxford, ii. 766. 

' Biographical Introduction to Sir Richard’s Poems, printed by the Maitland Club, p. xxii. 

s Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials, i. 338. 
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We 80011 after find Sir Richard engaged in diplomatic transactions for the 
settlement of the borders. In 1552, he was appointed, along with others, to 
make a division of what was called the debatable land, which division was 
ratified in the following November and in 1559, he was nominated in a com* 
mission of a similar nature. Ihe result of the last was, the conclusion of the 
treaty of Upsetlington. 

In 1563, he was appointed one of the commissioners to decide on the appli- 
cation of the act of oblivion ; and in the month of December of the same year, 
to frame regulations for the commissaries then about to be established for the 
decision of consistorial causes. 

While he was thus employed, he was also rising rapidly in the profession 
which he had more peculiarly adopted. He is mentioned on the 14th of 
March, 1551, os an extraordinary lord of session; and about the same period, 
or soon afterwards, he received the honour of knighthood. Ten years after- 
wards (12th November, 1561) he was admitted an ordinary lord, in the room 
of Sir William Hamilton of Sanquhar ; and on tlie same day his son, William 
Maitland, was received as an extraordinary lord, in place of Mr Alexander 
Livingston of Dunipace. Sir Richard was soon afterwards made a member of 
the privy council; and upon the 20th of December, 1562, appointed lord privy 
seal, which office he resigned in 1567 in favour of his second son, John, then 
prior of Goldinghame, and better known by his subsequent title of lord Thirl- 
Btane. When we consider that these appointments were bestowed on Sir 
Richard, in circumstances that seemed to oppose an almost insuniiountable bar- 
rier to the perfomiance of their duties, they will be considered as the most de- 
cided proof of the estimation in which he was held as a good man, and an able 
lawyer. It does not exactly appoior whether his health had been impaired by 
the performance of the duties of his various and important offices, — it is only 
certain that about this period he had become blind. This calamity must have 
overtaken him before October, 1560, and most probably after his last appoint- 
ment as a commissioner for the settlement of border disputes, in 1559. The 
allusion to it in his poem on The Quenis Arryvale in Scotland,'’ (which must 
have been written in the latter part of 1561,) is clear and unquestionable. 

And thoch that I to serve he nocht sa ubill 
As I wes wont, becaus f may not see / 

Yet in my hairt I sail be firnie and stabill 
To thy Hienes witli all lidelitie. 

Ay prajtui God for thy prosperitie, &c'.. 

The state of the administration of the laws at this period was sufficiently de- 
plorable. The nobles and barons, while they assembled in parliament for the 
purpose of making statutes, felt no scruple in breaking them, on the most 
trifling occasions, and then appearing, when called to the bar of justice, sur- 
rounded by armed followers. So common, indeed, did this practice become, 
and so little regulated by the goodness or badness of the cause, that when some 
of the reformers were cited before Mary of Lorraine, the queen dowager and 
regent of Scotland, a large body of their friends assembled to accompany them 
to Stirling, where the queen then was ; and it was not till a promise of pardon 
(which was in the most unprincipled manner immediately violated) had been 
given, that they could be prevailed on to disperse. In like manner, when the 
borderers or Highlanders extended their depredations beyond their usual 
limits, it was necessary that an army should be assembled for their suppression ; 


5 Keith’s Hislor}', p. 68. 
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and if the king did not accompany it in person, the command was giren to 
some nobleman of high rank. In most cases, the nobles were by far too power- 
ful to fear the most energetic measures of a government which, receiving as yet 
no support from the people, depended upon themselves for its very existence. 
Feeling their inability to punish the real criminals, the king and his ministers 
frequently wreaked their vengeance on some unfortunate individual, who, though 
far less guilty than his feudal lord, was too feeble to oppose the ministers of the 
law. In such cases, the wretched criminal was prevailed upon by Intimidation, 
perhaps in many cases where the necessary proof of guilt could not be adduced, 
to come in the king^s will,” — a phrase meaning to submit without condition 
to the royal mercy, — or the jury were terrified into a verdict, the nature of 
which no one can doubt, by the threats of the king’s advocate to prosecute them 
for wilful error, if tiiey did not comply. No one who has looked into the late 
publication of the Criminal Trials, and other Proceedings before the High 
Court of Justiciary,” by Mr Robert Pitcairn, will accuse us of over-colouring Uie 
picture which we have now drawn. In truth,” (to quote the words of an ad- 
mirable review of that work, supposed to be one of the last critiques of our la- 
mented Sir Walter Scott,) ** no reader of these volumes, — whatever his previous 
acquaintance with Scottish history may have been, — will contemplate without 
absolute wonder the view of society which they unveil ; or find it easy to com- 
prehend how a system, subject to such severe concussions in every part, con- 
trived, nevertheless, to hold itself together. The whole nation would seem to 
have spent their time, as one malefactor expressed it, ^ in drinking deep and 
taking deadly revenge for slight offences.’ That the judges themselves, if not 
exposed to the fury of the iriore lawless part of their countrymen from the un- 
popular nature of their ofHce, were not at least exempted from it by its sacred 
character, the subsequent part of this sketch will sufHciently show. 

Setting out of the question the calamitous nature of Sir Richard Maitland’s 
malady, and his country’s loss from being deprived of his more active services, 
his blindness may be supposed to have contributed much to his peace of mind. 
The transactions of this unh«'!ppy period, — the murder of Darnley, — the queen’s 
marriage with Rothwell, and all the subsequent events of the diderent regencies, 
are too well known to require notice here. But although the venerable knight 
did not engage in these transactions, he was not spared the pain of having his 
lands ravaged, and his property forcibly kept from him. His lands of Blythe 
were overrun by the border robbers,^ as we know by his poem, entitled The 
Blind Baronis Comfort,” in which he consoles himself for his wrongs, and puns 
upon the name : — 

BUiid man, be althocht that thow be wrungit ; 

Thucht Blythe be lierreit, tak no melancholic. 

Happy indeed must have been the man who, dismissing from his mind the mis- 
fortunes of his lot, could devote it to the pursuits of literature ; and who, esti- 
mating the good things of this world at their real value, could at the same time 
cultivate the temper here exhibited. 

It seems to have been about the same time that the king’s party took posses- 
sion of the castle of Lethington, which had been the temporary abode of the 

* See Quarterly Review, No. 88, p. 470. 

> This was not the first time that his probity had been destroyed or carried ofiT. << Wpoun 
thexiiij day” of September, 1549» *Mhe Ingiismen past out of Haddingtoun, and brunt it 
and Leidingtoun, and passed away without any battell, for the pest and hunger was rycht evlll 
amangis tham, quha in>cbt remayne na lunger thairin.” Diurnal of Ooeurrcnts in SoDllaiid, 
printed by the Esonat^ne and Maitland Clubs, p, 48. 
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secretary Mnitlniul, and a ready justification of this violent measure was found 
in the conduct of that statesman. After tiie death of the son, the enmity of the 
regent Morton was transferred to the aged and unoffending father, and his house 
and lands were still violently withheld from him. Although Sir Richard ap- 
pears to have requested the intercession of the English court, and for that pur- 
pose to have transmitted a represent<ation to lord Burleigh, the queen, with her 
usual crafty and cautious polii'.y in regard to Scottish a^airs, did not interfere : 
tlie document is thus marked — This must be well considered before any thing 
is done.^’ It was not, therefore, till the fall of Morton, that the worthy knight 
obtained restoration of his lands. lie did not, however, droop into despondency 
during the long period of eleven years that he was thus “ wrangit.” In that* 
period his poem of “ Solace in Aige” is believed to have been written. It 
concludes thus : — 


Thocht 1 be sweir to ryd or gang, 

Thair is siiinthiiig iVo waiitit lang, 

Fain have 1 wald 
Thaim ])uiiybit tliat did me wmng, 

Thoucht I be aulcl. 

Some attempt seems to have been made by Sir Ricliard to obtain compensation 
at least for his losses. There is extant a list of the guidis taiie frae y* aid 
laird of Letliiiigioun of his awiii proper geir forthe of Blythe and y'^ Twllowss 
but it is to be feared that his endeavours were unsuccessful. At a later period 
of his life, he renewed his application for compensation ; and, although he ob- 
tained an act of parliament, recognizing his claims, and rescinding an act made 
ill favour of captain David Hume of Fish wick, who had possessed Lethingtoii, 
and intromitted willi the rents of that estate, the benignity of his temper war- 
rants our supposing, in the absence of historical evidence, that he did not pur- 
sue his rights with any violent or revengeful feelings. 

The age and iniirinities of Sir Richard now appear to have incapacitated him 
in a great measure for the peribrmanf;e of his duties as a judge. Throughout 
his career the conduct of his brother judges towards him was marked by the ut- 
most kindness and sympathy for his distressing malady. As early as January, 
1561, they had ordered the macers to suffer one of the old laird of Lethin- 
toiie's sones to come in within all the barres as oy*^ pro"- doe, and to issue as 
they doe, for awaiting on his father for the notoriety of liis father’s infirmity,’’ 
and he now (3d of December 1583,) obtained leave to attend court only when 
he pleased, with the assurance that he ** should lose no part of the contribution 
ill consequence of absence.” In May 1584, he was further exempted from the 
examination of witnesses, provyding he cause his sone (Thirlstane), or his good- 
son the laird of Whittinghaiu, use the utter tolebooth for him in calling of mat- 
ters, and reporting the interloquitors as use is.” When he was at last under 
the necessity of retiring altogether from the bench, it was under circumstances 
which no less strongly show the public estimation of his character. He was al- 
lowed the privilege of nominating his successor, — a privilege of the extension 
of which lord Pitmedden considers this as the first instance. Accordingly on 
the Ist of July, 1584, he resigned in favour of Sir Lewis Bellenden of Auch- 
noull, being now, as his majesty’s letter to the court expresses, sa debilitat 
that he is not able to mak sic continual residens as he wald give, and being 
inovit in conscience that, be his absence, for laik of number justice may be re- 
tardit and parteis frustrat.” At length, after a life, certainly not without its 
troubles, but supported throughout by the answer of a good conscience and by 
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much natural hilarity, he closed his days on the 20th of March, 156G, at the 
venerable age of ninety. Living In an age, marked, perhaps more strongly 
than any other in our history, by treachery and every vice which can debase 
mankind, he lived uncontaminated by the moral atmosphere by which he was 
surrounded, and has had the happiness, — certainly not the lot of every good 
man, — of being uniformly noticed, whether by friends or enemies, by his con- 
temporaries or by posterity, with the highest respecL There is but one excep- 
tion to this general tribute to his virtues, — ^the accusation in John Knox’s His- 
tory, of his having been bribed to allow cardinal Beatoun to escape from 
imprisonment. The truth of this accusation, it has been already shown, is, to 
say the least, very questionable, and it is contained in a work, which, while it 
may have been written with every disposition to candour, too often exhibits the 
keenness of its author’s temper. 

The works of Sir Richard Maitland exhibit him in the characters of a law- 
yer, a poet, and an liistorian. Of the work belonging to the first of these 
classes it is only neiusssary to say, that it consists of ** Decisions from the 1 5th 
December 1550, to the penult July 1555 being a continuation of the body 
of decisions known by the title of Sinclair’s Practicks, and that a copy of it, 
with the additions of the viscount Kingston, is preserved in MS. in the library 
of the Faculty of Advocates. His poetical collections consist of two kinds, — 
those works which were merely collected by him, and specimens of which have 
long been before the public, — and his own poems, the greater portion of which 
have not been printed till a very late date. 

If it be true, as has been often asserted, that the habits and feelings of a peo- 
ple are best known by their poetry, surely the collectors in that department of 
a nation's literature are entitled to no inconsiderable portion of its gratitude. 
The labours of Asloan, Maitland, and Bannatyne have especial claims on our at- 
tention, as in them are to be found nearly all that remains of the Scottish 
p<ietry composed before their times. Of the first, John Asloan, — whose collec- 
tions are preserved in the Auchinleck library, but unfortunately in a mutilated 
state, — little or nothing can be ascertained ; and of Heorge Bannatyne a notice 
has already been given in this work. Our attention must therefore be directed 
to the collections of the subject of this memoir. 

Sir Richard Maitland appears to have been engaged in forming his collec- 
tions of poetry before he became blind, — probably about the year 1555, — and 
although one of the volumes is dated 1585, it is conjectured that it was the 
arrangement of them only that could have been the work of his later years. 
The collections consist of two volumes, — a folio, comprehending 17G articles, 
and a quarto of 96 pieces ; the latter in the handwriting of Mary Maitland, Sir 
Richard’s daughter. They are now preserved in the Pepysian library, Mag- 
dalene college, Cambridge ; but, from the regulations prescribed by the founder 
of that institution, they cannot be consulted except within its walls, and al- 
though its officers afford every facility which their duty permits, it must be a 
subject of regret to every lover of Scottish poetry that they are not in a more 
accessible situation. It is true, indeed, that In 1784 or 1785, the late Mr 
Pinkerton was furnished by Dr Feckhard with all the means of consulting them 
with advantage, and that he published selections from them in his Ancient 
ScHittish Poems ; but the charges of interpolation which have been brought 
against him, must make his work a subject of doubt and suspicion. 

Sir Richard Maitland did not produce any of his own poems at the period 
when ardour of mind or ambition for distinction may bo supposed to prompt 
men to enter that walk of literature. They were all written after his sixtieth 
year. They are the tranquil productions of age, and of a mind regulated by 
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the purest principles. The subjects, t«io, correspond with the age at which tliey 
were written, — most of them being of a tnmral or historical description. By far 
the most frequent subjects of his poems are lamentations for the distracted state 
of his natire country, — the feuds of the nobles, — the discontents of the com^ 
moil people, ^complaints Aganis the lang proces in the courts of justice,’’ — 
“ The evillis of new found lawis,” and the depredations “ Of the border rob- 
bers.” Not the least interesting of his productions — are those which he en- 
titles Satyres : one of these, on ** The Town Ladyes,’’ in particular presents us 
with a most curious picture of the habits and dispositions of the fair sex in his 
day, and amply demonstrates that the desire of aping the appearance and man- 
ners of the higher ranks is by no means the peculiar offspring of our degener- 
ate age. Sir Richard’s poetical writings were for the first time printed in 
an entire and distinct f<irni, in 1830, (in one 4to volume) by the Maitland 
Club, a society of literary antiquaries, taking its name from this distinguished 
collector of early Scottish poetry. 

It may probably be unknown to most of our readers, that a poet from 
whose mortal sight the book of knowledge was no less shut out than from the 
eye of the poet of Paradise Lost, has also written a poem on the subject of — 

— Man’s first disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world and all our woe. 

Except in the subject, lionever, there is no resemblance between the Paradise 
Lost of 31iltori and Sir Richard Maitland's ** Ballat of the Creatioun of the 
World, iMan his Fall and lledeniptioun.” From the latter poem, the following 
passages are selected : — 

Ood be his Word his wark began, 

To forme the erth and hevin for man, 

* The sie and waiter deip ; 

The sonc, tlic mune, tlie slarris bricht, 

The day div}dit frame the niclit, 

Thair coursis for to kelp ; 

The bcistis that on the grund do mute, 

And fische in to the sie, 

Knwlis in the air to fie abufc, 

Off ilk kind creat liee ; 

Sum creeping, sum fleitiiig 
Sum fleiiig in the air, 

So heichtly, so lichtly, 

In moving heir and tliair. 

The workis of grit magnificence, 

Perfytet he his providence. 

According to his will ; 

Nixt maid he man; to gif him gluir, 

Did with his ymage him decoir, 

Gaif paradice him till; 

Into that garding hevinly wrocht, 

With plesouris mony one ; 

The beisiis of every kjnd war brocht, 

Thair names he sowld expone; 
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Thame nemming^ and kemi3*tig, 

As he list for to call ; 

For pleising and eising 
Of man, subdewit thame all. 

Ill hevinly joy man so posKst, 

To be allotie God thoct not best, 

Maid Eve to be his maik; 

Bad thame incrcss and multi plie; 

And eit of every fruit and trie, 

Thair plesour thay suwld talk, 

Except the trio of gud and ill, 

That ill the middis doia stand ; 

Forbad that thay sowld cum it till. 

Or twiche it with thair hand ; 

Leist plucking or lucking, 

Baith thay and als thair suit', 

Seveirly, awsteirly, 

Sowld dye without remeid. 

The poem thus concludes : — 

Behald the stait that man wns in. 

And als how it he t>Tit throw sin, 

And loist the same for ay; 

Yit God his promciss dois performe. 

Send his Sone of the Virgeiiy borne, 

Oure ransome for to pay 
To that grit God let us gif gloir, 

To us has bene so gude, 

Quha be his death did us resloir, 

Quhairof we war denude ; 

Noclit karing nor sparin ; 

His body to be rent, 

Redemyng, relieving, 

Ws quhen we war all schent. 

The historical writings of Sir Richard Maitland were the prodiiclidns of an 
earlier period than his poems. The principal historical work of Sir Richard 
that has come down to us, is ** The Historic and Cronicle of the Hous and 
Surename of Seytoun, to the moneth of November, in the yeir of God, Jm. 
Vc. lix. yeiris ; collectit, gaderit, and set furth be Schir Richart Maitland of 
Lethingtoun, Knycht, Dochteris Sonn of the said Hous.^’ This work was 
printed in 1829 for the Maitland Club. Another of his works bears the 
following title : Heir followis ane Brief and Compendious Tabill or Catholog 
of the Names of the Kingis of Scotland, France, and Ingland, with the dait of 
thair Reignis ; togidder with the Successioun of King M^colme Cainmoir, and 
of all Kingis of Scotland sensyn, to the dait heirof ; quham thay Mareit ; 
quhat Successioun they had ; with quham they war Allyat Collectit, gatherit, 
and set furth be Sr. Richatt Maitland of Lethingtoun, Knyt. The yeir of God, 
Jm. Va and three scoir yeiris, the xiiij day of the moinethe of Oct^r.’* 

By his wife, Mary, daughter of Thomas Cranston of Corsby, Sir Richard 
Maitland had a numerous family. It is said that he had seven sons, three of 
whom, William, John, and Thomas, rose to eminence — and four daughters — 
Helen, married to John Cockbum of Clerkington; Margaret, to William Dottglai 
of Whittingfaam; Mary, to Alexander Lauder of Hatton ; and Inbel, to Jamei 
Heriot of Trahroun. 
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MAITLAND, William, an antiquarian writer of some note, is generally re- 
presented as haring been born at Brechin in the year 1693, though there is 
reason to suppose the date of his birth to have been somewhat earlier. He 
does not appear in his writings to have been a man of liberal education. His 
first employment was that of a hair merchant ; in the pro8ef:iition of which 
business, he travelled into Sweden and Denmark, to Hamburg, and other 
places, and appears to have realized considerable wealth. At length he settled 
in London, and applied himself to the study of bmglish and Scottish antiquities. 
In 1733, he was elected a member of the Hoyal, and in 1735, a fellow of the 
Antiquarian Society, which latter honour he resigned in 1740, on going to re- 
side in the country. His first public^ation was his History of London, whiih * 
appeared in 1739, and was chieily valuable fur a reason little creditable to the 
author, — namely, its being in a great measure a reduction of the ancient and 
scarce work of Stow. In 1740, he retired to Scotland; and in 1753, pub- 
lished his ** History of ICdinburgh,” which is by far the most useful and credit- 
able of all his works. He was not here assisted to any considerable degree by 
preceding authorities : the volume is chietly compiled from original documents, 
and must have been accordingly a work of very great labour. In point of <;om- 
positioii, it is very delicietiL The style is mean, and the w'hole tone of the 
work that of a plain, dull old man. It also bears in some parts the traces yf 
credulity and narrowness of undei-standing on the part of tiie author. As a 
compilation of facts, it is, nevertheless, very valuable. In 1757, Maitland 
published a History of 8cotlaiid,’* in two volumes folio, a work absolutely des- 
titute of reputation. He died at Montrose, July 16, 1757, at an advanced 
age,” say the obituary notices, and possessed of above £10,000. 

MALfyOLM, (Sir) John, a distinguished soldier and diplomatist, was born on 
the farm of Burni'oot, near Langholm, on the 2nd of May, 1769. This farm 
was gi'anted to the paternal grandfather of Sir John, at a low rent, by the earl 
of Dalkeith, in 1707 ; it subsequently became the residence of (Tcorge Malcolm, 
the father of Sir John, who married Miss Pasley, daughter of James Pasley, 
Esq, of Craig and Burn, by whom he had seventeen children, fifteen surviving 
to maturity. Of these children, three attained to a high station and title ; 
namely. Sir I'ulteney, vice-admiral, K, N. ; Sir James, liciitenant^colonel of 
marines ; both of whom are Knight Companions of the Bath ; and the subject 
of this memoir. The farm is still in possession of the family. 

Sir John Malcolm entered life in 1782, as a cadet in the service of the East 
India Company ; and a part of his success is to be ascribed to the zeal with 
which he applied himself at first to study the manners and languages of the east. 
Having distinguished himself at the siege of Seringapatain in 1792, he was ap- 
pointed by lord Cornwallis to the situation of Persian interpreter to an English 
force serving with a native prince. In 1795, on his return from a short visit to 
his native country, on account of his health, he performed some useful services 
ill general Clarke’s expedition at the Cape of Good Hope, for which he re- 
ceived the thanks of the Madras government, and was appointed secretary to 
the commander-in-chief. In 1797, he was made captain ; and from that time 
to 1799, he was engaged in a variety of important services, terminating at the 
fall of Seringapatam, where he highly distinguished himself. He was then ap- 
pointed joint secretary* with captain (afterwards Sir Thomas) Munro, to the 
commissioners for settling the liew government of Mysore. In the same year, 
be was selected by Lord Wellesley to proceed on a diplomatic mission to Persia, 
where he concluded two treaties of great importance, one political, and the 
other commercial ; returning to Bombay in May, 1801. His services were ac- 
knowledged by his being appointed private secretary to the governor-general. In 
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January, 1 802, he was raised to the rank of major ; and on the oocaaion of the 
Persian ambassador beings accidentally shot at Poinbay, he was ag^ain entrusted 
with a mission to tliat empire, in order to make the requisite arrangements for 
the renewal of the embassy, which he accomplished in a manner that aiforded 
the highest satisfaction to the Company. In January, 1803, he was nominated 
to the presidency of Mysore, and to act without special instructions ; and in 
December, 1804, he uns promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. In tho 
June of the following year, he was appointed chief agent of the governor- 
general, and he continued to serve in that capacity until March, 1806, having 
8UC(*.e8sfully concluded several very important treaties during that period. 

• Upon the arrival in India, in April, 1808, of the new governor-general, 
lord Minto, colonel Malcolm was sent by his lordship to the court of Persia on 
a very important mission — that of endeavouring to counteract the designs of 
Bonaparte, then in the zenith of his power, who threatened an invasion of India 
by way of Persia, supported by the Persian and Turkish governments. In this 
dillicult embassy, colonel Malcolm did not wholly succeed. He returned to 
Calcutta in the following August, and soon afterwards proceeded to his residence 
at Mysore, after htaving, to use the words of lord Minto, “ laid the govern- 
ment under additional obligations to his zeal and ability.^ Early in the year 
1810, he was again selected to proceed in a diplomatic capacity to the court of 
l^ersia, whence he returned upon the appointment of Sir Hore Ouseley, as am- 
bassador. So favourable was the impression which he made, on this occasion, 
on the Persian prince, that he was presented by him with a valuable sword and 
star, and, at the same time, made a khan and sepahdar of the empire ; to that 
impression, indeed, may be ascribed much of the good understanding, both in a 
political and cominorcial point of view, which now so happily subsists between 
this country and Persia. During this embassy, while at Bagdad, colonel Mal- 
colm transmitted to the government of Bengal his final report of the afiairs of 

Persia a document so highly appreciated, that the government acknowledged 

its receipt to the sevsQt committee in terms of unqualified praise. 

In 1812, colonel Malcolm again visited his native shores. He was received 
by the court of directors of the East India Company, with the deepest regard 
and acknowledgment of his merits; and shortly afterwards he received the 
honour of knighthood. He returned to India in 1816, and soon became en- 
gaged in extensive political and military duties ; he was attached, as political 
agent of the governor-general, to the force under lieutenant-general Sir T. 
Hislop, and appointed to command the third division of the army, with which, 
after taking Talym by surprise, he acted a prominent part in the celebrated 
battle of Mehidpoor, when the army under Mulhar Rao Holkar was complete- 
ly beaten, and put to rout. His skill and valour on this occasion were the 
theme of general admiration. A vote of thanks was awarded him, on the pro- 
posal of Mr Canning, by the house of commons ; and the prince regent ex- 
pressed his regret that the circumstance of his not having attained the rank of 
major-general prevented his creating him a knight grand cross. The intention of 
his royal highness to do so was, nevertheless, recorded, and in 1821 he accordingly 
received the highest honour which a soldier can receive from his sovereign. After 
the termination of the war with the Maharattas and Findarees, to which colonel 
Malcolm's services had eminently contributed, he was employed by loi^ Hash* 
ings in visiting and settling the distracted territories of Mulhar Hao, which, and 
other services, ho accomplished in a most satisfactory manner, gaining to British 
India a large accession of territory and treasure. 

At the end of the year 1821, he resolved to return once more to England ; 
on which occasion the general orders contained the following paragraph • 
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** Although hift excellency tlie governor-general in council refrains from the spe- 
cific mention of the many recoiled services whicli have placed Sir John illalcohn 
ill the first rank of those officers of the Honourable Company’s service, who 
have essentially contributed to the renown of the British arms and counsels in 
India, his lordship cannot omit this opportunity of declaring his unqualified ap- 
probation of the manner in which Sir John Malcolm has discharged the arduous 
and important functions of his high political and military station in Malwah. By 
a happy combination of qualities, which could not fail to earn the esteem and con- 
fidence, both of his own countrymen and of the native inhabitants of all dosses, 
by the unremitting personal exertion and devotion of his time and leisure to 
the maintenance of the interests confided to his charge, and by an enviable ta- 
lent for inspiring all who acted under his orders with his own energy and zeal. 
Sir John Malcolm has been enabled, in the successful performance of the duty 
aligned to him, in the Mulwah, to surmount difficulties of no ordinary stamp, 
and to lay the foundations of repose and prosperity in that extensive province, 
but recently reclaimed from a state of savage anarchy, and a prey to every 
species of rapine and devastation. The governor-general in council feels assured 
that the important services thus rendered to his country by Sir John Malcolm, 
at the close of an active and distinguished career, will be not less gratefully ac- 
knowledged by the authorities at home, than they are cordially applauded by 
those under whose immediate orders they have been performed.” 

Sir John returned to England in April, 1822, with the rank of major- 
general, and soon after he was presented by those who had acted under him in 
the war of 1818 and 1819, with a superb vase of the value of £1500. During 
this visit to England, Sir John received a proud testimony of the favour of the 
East India Company, and acknowledgment of the utility of his public career, 
in a grant, passed unanimously by a general court of proprietors, of a thousand 
pounds per annum, in consideration of his distinguished merits and services. 

Sir John had quitted India with the determination to spend the evening of 
his life in his native country ; but the solicitations of the court of directors, and 
of his majesty^s ministers for India affairs, induced him again to embark in the 
service of his country, where experience had so fully qualified him to act with 
advantage. In July, 1827, he was appointed to the high and responsible 
situation of governor of Bombay, which post he continued to fill until 1831, 
when he finally returned to England, having effected, during the few years of 
his governorship, incalculable benefits both for this country, our Indian terri- 
tories, and every class of the inhabitants there. Upon his leaving Bombay, the 
different bodies of the people seemed to vie with each other in giving proofs of 
the esteem and high consideration in which he was held. The principal 
European gentlemen of Bombay requested Sir John to sit for his statue, since 
executed by Chantrey, to be erected in Bombay ; the members of the Asiatic 
Society requested a bust of him, to be placed in their library ; the native gentle- 
men of Bombay solicited his portrait, to be placed in their public room ; the 
East India Amelioration Society voted him a service of plate ; the natives, both 
of the presidency and the provinces addressed him as their friend and benefac- 
tor ; and the United Society of Missionaries, including English, Scottish, and 
Americans, acknowledged with gratitude the aids they had received from him 
in the prosecution of their pious labours, and their deep sense of his successful 
endeavours to promote the interests <if truth and humanity, with the welfare and 
prosperity of his country and his countrymen. These were apt and gratifying 
incidents in the closing scene of his long and arduous services in our Indian 
empire. But, whether at home or abroad, all parties who knew any thing of 
his career concurred in awarding him the highest praises, both as a civil, mill- 
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tery, and political character ; and the brief encomium of Mr Canning in parlia- 
ment, that he was ** a gallant officer, whose name would be remembered in India 
as long as the British flag is hoisted in that country,” is only in accordance 
with the universal opinion of his merits. 

Shortly after Sir John’s an*ival in England in 1 83 1 , he was returned to par* 
liament for the burgh of Launceston, and took an active part in the proceedings 
upon several important questions, particularly the Scottish reform bill, which he 
warmly opposed. He frequently addressed the house at length ; and his 
speeches were characterized by an intimate knowledge of the history and consti- 
tution of his country, by a happy arrangement, and much elegance of expres- 
sion. Upon the dissolution of parliament in 1832, Sir John became a candi- 
date for the Dumfries district of burghs ; but being too late in entering the 
held, and finding a majority of the electors had promised their votes, he did not 
persevere. He was then solicited to become a candidate for the city of Carlisle, 
and complied ; but having been too late in coming forward, and being person- 
ally unknown in the place, the result of the first day’s poll decided the election 
against him. Sir John then retired to his seat near Windsor, and employed 
himself in writing a work upon the government of India, with the view of 
elucidating the difficult questions relating to the renewal of the East India Com- 
pany’s charter. One of his last public acts was an able speech in the general 
court of proprietors of East India Stock, and the introduction of certain reso- 
lutions relative to the proposals of government respecting the charter — which 
resolutions were, after several adjourned discussions, adopted by a large ma^ 
jority. His last public address was at a meeting in the Thatched House 
Tavern, for the purpose of forming a subscription to buy up the mansion of Sir 
Walter Scott for his family ; and on diat occasion, his concluding sentiment 
was, ** that when he was gone, his son might be proud to say, that his father 
had been among the contributors to that shrine of genius.” On the day follow- 
ing he was struck with paralysis, the disorder which had just carried olf 
the illustrious person on whose account this address had been made. His death 
took place in Prince’s Street, Hanover Square, London, on the 3lBt of May, 
1833. 

As an author, the name of Sir John Malcolm will occupy no mean place in 
the annals of British literature. His principal works are — A Sketch of 
the Sikhs, a singular nation in the province of the Penjamb, in India ; The 
History of Persia, from the earliest period to the present time ; Sketches of 
Persia ; A Memoir of Central India ; and his treatise on the Administration 
of British India, which was published only a few weeks before his death. Sir 
John had also been engaged for some time in wTiting a life of lord Clive, whose 
papers had been entrusted to him for publication. 

Sir John married, on the 4'th of June, 1807, Charlotte Campbell, daughter 
of Sir Alexander Campbell, baronet, who was commander-in-chief at Madras, 
by whom he left five children, viz: — Margaret, married to her cousin, the 
present Sir Alexander Campbell ; George Alexander, a captain in the Guards ; 
Charlotte Olympia ; Anne Amelia ; and Catharine Wellesley. 

Upon the public character of Sir John Malcolm it would be superfluous to 
pass any lengthened eulogium in this place, since that character is so forcibly 
and faithfully sketched in the facts we have just recorded. Let it suffice to say, 
that he was e true patriot ; that the chief end and aim of his public life ivas to 
advance the prosperity of his country — ^to promote the condition of every dass 
of his fellow creatures. Such is the conclusion which the records of his life 
enable us to draw ; and his private character was in perfect keeping with it : 
lie was warmly attached to his kindred and connexions ; as a friend, he was 
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constant and devoted ; and all his social qualities might be said to lean to 
virtue’s side.” Last, though not least of all, he was a sincere and devout Chris- 
tian ; and iii every part of the world where it was his fortune to be placed, and 
under whatever circumstances, he never shrunk from any opportunity of evincing 
his deep regard for the religion of his country. 

MALLET, David, a poet and miscellaneous writer, is said to have been a 
descendant of the clan Macgregor, so well known for its crimes, and persecution. 
When that unhappy race were proscribed by a solemn act of state, an ancestor 
of the poet escaped to the lowlands, and assumed the fictitious name of Mal- 
loch. James Malloch, the father of the poet, kept a small public house at 
Crieff, on the borders of the Highlands, where it is supposed that David was 
born, about the year 1700. Of his career from youth to manhood, nothing 
certain is known, nor whence he first derived his education, as, in after life, 
either through pride or prejudice, he studiously endeavoured to conceal his true 
name and origin. 

Having studied for a time under Mr Ker, a professor in Aberdeen, he, it ap- 
pears, removed to Edinburgh, where he was, in 1720, employed in the station 
of tutor to the children of a Mr Home ; he at the same time attended the uni- 
versity of tliat city. He had while at Aberdeen early exercised himself in 
poetical composition ; and a pastoral and some other small pieces which he 
wrote about this period, attracted the notice of many of the Scottish literati, by 
whom he was kindly sought after. Finding his situation in Mr Home’s family 
by no means agreeable, being treated, it is said, with great illiberality, he 
anxiously sought to change it, and was so fortunate as to be recommended by 
the professors of the college to the duke of Montrose, who wanted a fit person to 
be tutor to his two sons, who were then going to Winchester. It is obvious 
that he must have conducted himself while at college with uncommon zeal and 
propriety, as nothing but superior ability could have procured for a youth so 
humbly connected, so marked a preference over the rest of his fellow students. 
He was most kindly received in his grac'^’s family ; and, on coming to London 
in the winter, attended his noble pupils to most places of public amusement, 
and still further improved himself in polite literature, and a knowledge of the 
world. 

Malloch accompanied his noble pupils to the continent, and made what is 
usually called the grand tour. On their return to London, he still continued to 
reside with that illustrious family, where, from his advantageous station, he got 
by degrees introduced to the most polished circle of society. In 1723, In a 
periodical work of Aaron Hill’s, called the Plain Dealer, Na 36, Malloch’s 
pleasing ballad of William and Margaret first appeared. The beauty of the 
production was so highly praised, that it inspired him with courage to apply 
himself closely to his poetical studies, which he had for some time neglect- 
ed. Of this poem,” says Dr Johnson, ** he has been envied the reputa- 
tion; and plagiarism has been boldly charged, but never proved,” — though 
** in its original state it was very different from what it is in the latter edition 
of his works.” It is, however, evident that the idea of the ballad was taken 
from two much older ones, namely, William’s Ghaist, and Fair ^rgaret. 
From these he borrowed largely, both in sentiment and expression. Still, not- 
withstanding all traces of imitation, as a modern biographer truly observes, 
“ there is enough of Mallet’s own in the ballad of William and Margaret, to 
justify all the poetical reputation which it procured for its author.” The fame 
so justly acquired by his illustrious countryman, Thomson, whose friendship he 
had the honour to enjoy, stimulated him to imitate his style ; and, in 1728, he 
produced a poem under the title of the Excursion. It is a collection of 
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poetical landscapes, sketched with some skill and elegance, in imitation of the 
Seasons, but much inferior in strength and sublimity. About this time he 
adopted the foolish conceit of changing his name from Malloch to Mallet, to 
conceal from common observation his country and origin ; having, as Dr John- 
son satirically remarks, by degrees cleared his tongue from his native pro- 
nunciation, so as to be no longer distinguished as a Scot, he seemed inclined to 
disincumber himself ftom all adherences of his original, and took upon him to 
cliange his name from Scotch Malloch to English Mallet, without any imagin- ^ 
able reason of preference which the eye or ear can discover.’’ 

Mallet next produced a tragedy, called Eurydice, which he had planned 
some years before: it was first brought on the stage in L737, and met with no 
very flattering reception. Garrick, several years afterwards, when Mallet en- 
joyed both fame and fortune, aigain introduced Eiirydio.e to the public ; but not 
even the talents of that unrivalled actor, assisted by the celebrated Mrs Cibber, 
could make it be tolerated for any length of time. Though so ably supported 
in the principal parts, so gross was the egotism of Mallet, that, as Davies tells 
us, he sat all the time in the orchestra, and bestowed his execrations plenti- 
fully on the players, to whom he entirely attributed the bad success of the pie<*/e. 

Mallet now left the family of the duke of Montrose, and went to reside with 
a Mr Knight at Gosfield, probably as a teacher ; but still he had made an im- 
pression, and enjoyed the esteem of the first literary characters of the day. 
There is a remarkable letter extant, from Pope to Mr Knight, in which he 
speaks of Mallet in the following affectionate terms : — To prove to you how 
little essential to friendship 1 hold letter-writing — I have not yet written to 
Mr Mallet, whom 1 love and esteem greatly ; nay, whom 1 know to have as 
tender a heart, and that feels a remembrance as long as any man.” With what 
heartless ingratitude Mallet returned this noble expression of confident esteem, 
will be seen afterwards. Proud in the first instance of being honoured by the 
particular regard of so eminent a poet, he servilely employed his pen, by attack- 
ing Eentley, to please Pope, whose ridicule of critics and comnientatoi's he 
echoed in a poem, published in 1733, entitled Verbal Criticism. It is 
stuffed, as Bentley observes, with illiberal cant about pedantry and collections 
of manuscripts. Real scholars will always speak with due regard of such names 
as the Scaligers, Salmasiuses, Heinsiuses, Burnians, Gronoviuses, Keiskiuses, 
Marklaiids, Gesiiers, and Keynes.” Dr Johnson considered the versification 
above mediocrity, which is all that can be said in its praise. About this time, 
Frederick, prince of Wales, being at variance with his father, kept what was 
considered an opposition court, where he affected the patronage of men of let- 
ters, with the hope of adding to his popularity. Mallet, through the recom- 
mendation of his friends, had the good fortune to be appointed under-secretary 
to his royal highness, with a salary of a-year. He attended the prince 

of Orange to Oxford in 1734, and presented to him a copy of verses, written in 
the name of the university ; on which occasion he was admitted to the degree 
of M.A. Had then the Oxford muses lost their voice ? or did he assume a fic- 
titious character, for the purpose of spontaneous adulation ? The circumstance 
is certainly extraordinary.” In 1739, he published his tragedy of Mustapha: 
it was brought on the stage under the patronage of the prince of Wales, to whom 
it was dedicated. The first representation of the piece is said to have been 
honoured with the presence of all the leading members of the opposition. The 
characters of Solyman the Magnificent, and Kustan his Vizier, were generally 
supposed to glance at the king and Sir Robert Walpole ; notwithstanding 
which, it was licensed by the lord chamberlain, and performed with much ap- 
plause to crowded houses. But in proportion as the public mind was diverted by 
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the appearance of another set of political actors than those to whom the play 
wras said to refer, it lost its only attraction, and sunk with his Eurydioe into 
oblirion, whence neither is likely to be ever called forth. In the following 
year. Mallet wrote, in conjunction with Thomson, by command of the prince, 
the masque of “ Alfred,” in honour of the birth*day of his eldest daughter, the 
princess Augusta. It was first acted in the gardens of Gliffden, by a set of 
performers brought from London for the express purpose ; and after Thom- 
' son’s death, Mallet revised it for Drury Lane theatre, where it had, with the 
aid of music and splendid scenery, a run for a short time. 

The same year he published his principal prose work, the Life of Lord 
Bacon, prefixed to a new edition of the works of that illustrious person. In 
point of style, it may be considered as an elegant and judicious piece of bio- 
graphy, but nothing more. To develope the vast treasures stored in the mighty 
ipteliect of Bacon, was a task to which the best intellects of that and a suc- 
ceeding age would have failed to do justice. Of Mallet’s performance. Dr John- 
son merely says, that “ it is known as appended to Bacon’s volumes, but is no 
longer mentioned.’’ 

In 1742, Mallet made a considerable addition to 'his fortune by marriage. 
He had already buried one wife, by whom he had several children ; but of her 
there is little or no account. His second choice was Miss Lucy Estob, the 
daughter of the earl of Carlisle’s steward, with whom he received a portion of 
£10,000. From his various sources of income. Mallet may be considered as one 
of the most fortunate worshippers of the Muses in his day, and hence, becoming 
either indifierent or lazy, he allowed seven years to pass over without favouring 
the public with any thing from his pen. When at length his Hermit, or 
Amyntor and Theodora, appeared, critics were much divided in their 
opinions of its merits. Dr Warton, in his Essay on the Life and Writings of 
Pope, says it ** exhibits a nauseous affectation, expressing every thing pomp- 
ously and poetically,” while Dr Johnson praises it for “ copiousness and ele- 
gance of language, vigour of sentiment, and imagery well adapted to take pos- 
session of the fancy.” Up to this period the character of Mallet stood de- 
servedly high with the public as an author, but we now come to a part of his 
history when he drew down upon his head the severe but just censure of all 
honourable men. 

Pope, who honoured Mallet with his friendship at a time when a favourable 
word from the bard of Twickenham was sufficient to advance the interests of 
any genius, however depressed by obscurity, had now introduced Mallet to lord 
Bolingbroke, at the time when the Patriot King was first written by his 
lordship. Only seven copies were printed, and given to some particular friends 
of the author, including Pope, with a positive injunction against publication, 
Bolingbroke assigning as a reason that the work was not finished in a style 
sufficiently to his satisfaction before he would consent to let it go forth to 
the world. Pope obliged his friend Mr Ralph Allen of Prior Park, near 
Bath, with the loan of his copy, stating to him at the same time the injunction 
of lord Bolingbroke ; but that gentleman was so delighted with the work, tliat 
he pressed Pope to allow him to print a limited impression at his own cost, pro- 
mising at the same time to observe the strictest caution, and not to permit a 
single copy to get into the hands of any individual until the consent of the au- 
thor could be obtained. Under this condition Pope consented, and an 
edition was printed, packed up, and deposited in a wareroom, of which Pope 
received the key. There it remained until, by the untimely death of Pope^ the 
transaction came to the knowledge of lord Bolingbroke, who felt or aflhcted to 
feel, the highest indignation at what he called Pope’s breach of faith. Mallet, ^ 
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it was generally believed at the time, was the person who informed his lordship 
of the transaction, but it has never been sufficiently proved that he was tlie un- 
worthy author. The late Mr George Hose, to whom all the particulars of the 
story were related by the earl of Marchmont, the intimate friend of Boling- 
broke, gives us an account of the discovery which clears Mallet of all blame. 

** On the circumstance,” he says, ** being made known to lord Bolingbroke, 
who was then a guest in his own house at Battersea with lord Marchmont, to 
whom he had lent it for two or three years, his lordship was in great indigna^ 
tion ; to appease which, lord Marchmont sent Mr Grevinkop to bring out the 
whole edition, of which a bonfire was instantly made on the Terrace at Bat- 
tersea.” This, however, did not by any means ap|>ea8e his lordship^s angry 
feelings. He determined on revising and publishing the work himself, and 
employed Mallet to write a preface, in which the part that Pope had acted was 
to be set forth to the world in the blackest and falsest colours possible. To the 
lasting disgrace of his character, be was found ready to stoop to so vile and dis- 
honourable a task. It would be vain to seek for any palliation of such 
egregious turpitude. He was rich, and placed beyond the craving temptation 
of lending himself to any one, however high in rank or interest, to dehle his 
pen by so unworthy a task. But no compunctious visiting of honour ever once 
stayed his hand, or prevented him from heaping the most malignant abuse upon 
bis departed friend, for an adair in which, it is evident, there was nothing dis- 
honourable intended, either on the part of Pope or Allen. )«]vcry fact tliat 
could tend to exonerate Mr Pope, particularly the share his friend had fn the 
business, and the careful suppression of the copies until Bolingbroke’s permis- 
sion for their publication could be procured is studiously concealed. ** How far 
ATallet was acquainted with all these circumstances we cannot pretend to affirm.^ 
Nor need any one <»re about the proportions in which they divide the infamy * 
between them. 

Tlie unmitigated resentment of lord Bolingbroke, for the evidently uninten- 
tional error of a friend whom lie almost worshipped while living, is endeavour- 
ed to be accounted for by the preference Pope gave to Warburton, whom Boling- 
broke could never endure. Be that as it may ; if true, it only proves the 
meanness of bis lordship’s character, and how much mistaken Pope was in the 
man whose name he embalmed within his deathless page, as a pattern for the 
most exalted and disinterested friendship. But though such may have been his 
lordship’s feelings, pride must liave made him conceal the true cause from Mal- 
let, who had nothing hut the sordid temptation of a ready hireling to incite him 
to the odious task. He w'as rewarded for this service at the death of lord 
Bolingbroke, by the bequest of his lordship’s works, with the care and profit of 
those already published, as well as all his manuscripts. 

Mallet, who cared as little for the fame or character of his noble benefactor 
as he did for the illustrious friend he was hired to traduce, with the true spirit of 
avarice, raked up every scrap of^Bolingbroke^s writings for publication, without 
in the least discriminating what ought to be suppressed, though many of the 
papers contained the most offensive doctrines, subversive of sound morals and 
revealed religion ; the consequence was, thatliis hopes of gain were very pro- 
perly frustrated by a presentiment which arose from a decision of the grand 
jury of Westminster, stopping the obnoxious works. This must have sorely af- 
fected him, for, before the publication of the five vols. 4to, in 1754, he was 
offered, by one Millar, a bookseller, £3000 for his copyright, which he*refiised. 
After all, the sale was so extremely slow, that it took upwards of twenty yeain 
to dispose of the first edition, though assisted by the notoriety of the prosecu- 
tion of the work. He next appears as an author in, if possible, a more ddious 
III. 4 B 



562 


MALLEt. 


light. The disastrous affair of Minorca, at the commencement of the war of 
1756, had rendered the ministry unpopular. .Mallet was employed to di- 
yert the public odium, and turn it upon the unfortunate Admiral Byng. 
For this purpose he wrote a paper under the character of A Plain Man, in 
which the disgrace brought upon the British arms in the aflair of ^Minorca, was 
entirely imputed to the cowardice of the admiral. It was circulated with great 
industry. How cruelly it effected its purpose need not be told. Byng is now 
universally considered to have been oflered up as a victim to the popular clam- 
our which was thus raised against him, rather .than any actual demerit in his 
conduct. 'i'he price of blood,” says Dr Johnson, with fearful but just severi- 
ty, ** was a pension which Mallet retained till his death.^ He continued to ex- 
ercise his talent for poetical composition, and published a collection of his 
works, dedicated to great patrons. At the beginning of the reign of George 
111., when lord Bute was placed in power. Mallet, who never let an oppor- 
tunity slip for serving his own interests, enlisted under the ministerial ban- 
ners, and offered a t\vo>fold service to the cause, by his Truth in Rhyme, and 
a tragedy called Elvira, imitated from La Motte, and applicable to the 
politics of the day. His reward was, the place of keeper of the book of 
entries for the port of London. The Critical Review of that period praised the 
tragedy in the highest degree ; but it is (userted that Mallet had the superin- 
tendence of that publication, and was the critic of his own works. On the 
death oft the celebrated duchess of Marlborough, in 1744, it was found by her 
will, that she left to Mr Glover, the author of Leonidas, and Mr Mallet, jointly, 
the sum of £1,000, on condition that they drew' up, from the family papers, a 
History of the Life of the Great Duke. 'I’he legacy, however, was found to 
be clogged with so many unpleasant restrictions, that Glover, with the true in- 
dependence of a man of genius, declined any share in* the onerous task. Mal- 
let, who never was troubled by any misgiving of conscience^ accepted the le- 
gacy, under all stipulations, and was put in possession of the papers necessary 
for proceeding with the work. The second duke of Marlborough, in order to 
stimulate his industry, added, in the most liberal manner, an annual pension to 
tile legacy. Mallet pretended all along, that he was deeply engaged in for- 
warding the work for publication, and in a dedication to his Grace, of a col- 
lection of his poems, he spoke of having soon the honour of dedicating to him 
the life of his illustrious predecessor. But, on the death of Mallet, not a vestige 
of any such work could be found, nor did it appear, that, after all the money he 
had received, he bad even written a line of it While he continued to delude 
his patron and friends, with the expectation of seeing his great work appear, 
he made the imposition subservient to his interest in many ways. In a familiar 
conversation with Garrick, and boasting of the diligence which he was then 
exerting upon the Life of Marlborough, he hinted,' that in .Hie series of 
great men quickly to be exhibited, he should find a niche for the hero of the 
theatre. Garrick professed to wonder by what artifice he could be introduced, 
but Mallet let him know, that by a dexterous anticipation, he should fix him in 
a conspicuous place. ** Mr Mallet,” ^ys Garrick, in his gratitude of eitultation, 

** have you left off to ^vrite for the-stage Mallet then confesse^d that he had 
a drama in his hands — Garrick promised to act it, and Alfred was produced. 

Mallet, finding his hecalth in a declining state, went, accompanied by his , 
wife, to the south of France, for the benefit of a change of air, hot afte'r some 
time, finding no improvement, he returned to England, where he died on the 
2 1 St April, 1765. Dr Johnson says, ** His stature was- diminutive, but he was 
regidarly formed. His appearance, till he grew corpulent, was agreeable, and 
he suffered it to want no recommendation that dress could give it.” His second 
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wife 1*8 reported to have been particularly proud, and anxious that he should, 
at all times, appear like a man of the first rank* She reserved to herself the 
pleasing task of purchasing all his fine clothes, and was always sure to let her 
friends know it was out of her fortune she did so. As Mallet was what is call- 
ed a free thinker in religion, his wife also, who prided herself in the strength 
of her understanding, scrupled not, when surrounded at her table with com- 
pany of congenial opinions, amongst whom it is said Gibbon was a frequent 
guest, to enforce her dogmas in a truly authoritative style, prefacing them with 
the exclamation of ** Sir, — We deists.” As an additional proof of the vanit]f 
and weakness of this well-matched pair, we subjoin the following anecdotes from 
Wilkes’s Correspondence, cand .Tohnson’s Lives of the Poets : — 

^‘On his arrival from the north, he became a great dcclaimer at the 
London coffee-houses, against the Christian religion. Old surly Dennis was 
highly offended at his conduct, and always Ctalled him ** Moloch.” lie then 
changed his name to Mallet, and soon after published an epistle to Mr Pope on 
Verbal Criticism. Theobald was attacked in it, and soon avenged himself in 
the new edition of Shakspeare : * An anonymous writer has, like a Scotch 
pedlar in wit, unbraced his pack on the subject. 1 may fairly say of this 
author, as Falstafi* says of Poiii — Hang him, baboon, his wit is as thick as 
Tewkesbury mustard ; there is no more conceit in him than a mallet, — Pre- 
face, p. 52, edition of 1733. This Malloch had the happiness of a wife, who 
had faith enough. She believed that her husband was the greatest poet and 
wit of- the age. Sometimes she would seize his hand, and kiss it with rapture, 
and if the looks of a friend expressed any surprise, would apologize that it was 
the dear hand that wrote those divine poems. Siie was lamenting to a lady 
how much the reputation of her husband suffered by his name being so fre- 
quently confounded with that of Dr Smollett. The lady answered, * Madam, 
there is a short remedy ; let your husband keep his own name.’ ” 

When Pope published his Essay on Man, but concealed the author. 
Mallet entering one day, Pope asked him slightly what there was new. Mal- 
let told him that the newest piece was something called an Essay on Man, 
which he had inspected idly, and seeing the utter inability of the author, who 
had neither skill in writing, nor knowledge of the subject, had tossed it away. 
Pope, to punish his self-conceit, told him the secret.” 

** Mallet’s conversation,” says Dr Johnson, was elegant and easy, his works 
are such as a writer, bustling in the world, showing himself in public, and 
emerging, occasionally, from time to time, into noticie, might keep alive by his 
personal influence ; but which, conveying but little information, and giving no 
great pleasure, must soon give way, as the succession of things produces new 
topics of conveitiatioD, and other inodes of amusement.” 

A daughter, by his first wife, named Cilesia, who was married to an Italian 
of rank, wrote a tragedy called Almida,” which was acted at Drury Lane 
theatre. She died at Genoa in 1790. 

GAVIN, William, a modern controversial and miscellaneous writer, was 
born August I2th, 1773, on the farm of Darnlaw, in the parish of Auchitileck^ 
Ayrshire, which his father held on lease from lord Auchinleck, and afterwards 
from his son James Boswell, the biographer of Johnson. A short attendance 
lit the school of that parish, when about seven years of age, constituted the 
whole education of a regular kind, which the subject of this memoir ever en- 
joyed. His parents having removed in 1783 to Paisley, and being in by no 
means affluent circumstances, he was sent at an ^ early period of life to earn hia 
bread as a draw-boy in one of the manufactories. Subsequently he tried weav- 
ing of silk, but eventually was led by his taste for reading to become apprendce 
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to Mr John Neilson^ printer and bookseller; a situation highly congenial to his 
taste, and which adbrded him tlie means of cultivating liis mind to a considerable 
extent Among various persons of talent and information who frequented Mr 
Neilson^s shop was the unfortunate Alexander Wilson, poet, and afterwards the 
distinguished ornithologist, who, finding it necessary to remove to America, 
was assisted to no small extent by Mr M^Gavin. The popular opinions of 
that period were adopted in all their latitude by Mr M* Gavin ; many fugitive 
pieces by him upon the question of parliamentary reform and other exciting 
topics, were received with approbation by those who professed similar senti- 
ments ; but it is not known that he took any more active part in the politi(» 
of the time. 

The duty of reading proof-sheets in his master^s shop was the circumstance 
which first led Mr M'Gavin to study the English language cai'efully ; and, 
C4>nsidering the limited nature of his education, it is surprising that he should 
liave been able to attract notice as an author under the age of twenty. 

In 1793, having left Mr Neilson^s shop, he ivas found qualified to assist his 
elder brother in the management of a school, where writing, arithmetic, and 
mathematics were taught Of this seminary he afterwards became sole master ; 
but he ultimately abandoned teaching as a pursuit not agreeable to his genius 
or temper, and in 1798, was engaged as book-keeper and clerk by Mr David 
Lamb, an American cotton merchant, to whose two sons he at the same time 
acted as tutor. Some years afterwards, on Mr Lamb removing to America, Mr 
M* Gavin became his partner ; the business was carried on in Glasgow. In 
1805, Mr M^Gavin man*ied Miss Isabella Campbell of Paisley. As his busi- 
ness was of a light nature, and Mrs MTiavin brought him no children, he en- 
joyed more leisure for the cultivation of his mind than falls to the lot of most 
merchants in the busy capital of the west of Scotland. At a later period, after 
the death of his original patron, he entered into partnership with the son of 
that gentleman, and carried on what is called a West India business under the 
firm of MTiavin and Lamb. This ultimately proving unprofitable, he was in- 
duced, in 1822, to undertake the Glasgow agency of the British Linen Com- 
pany's bank, which ho conducted without intermission till his death. 

Mr M* Gavin was brought up by his parents in the strictest tenets of the 
presbyterian faith, as professed by the congregations of original anti-burghei's. 
About the year 1 800, a conscientious dissent from the views of this body re- 
specting church government induced him to join the Rev. Mr Ramsay in the 
formation of an independent or congregational church. In this communion 
he began to exercise a gift of preaching, with which he was endowed in a re- 
markable degree, receiving from Mr Ramsay the ordination which was considered 
necessary for the pastoral office by this body of Christians. Eventually, 
circumstances so much reduced the society, as to make it cease to answer what 
he conceived to be the design and use of a church — namely, ** not only the 
edification of its own members, but the public exhibition of their spirit and 
practice, for manifesting the glory of the grace of God, and promoting the 
snlvation of men.’’ For this reason, in 1808, he joined the kindred congrega- 
tion Mr Greville Ewing in the Nile Street meeting-house, Glasgow, where he 
was soon afterwards invested with the office of deacon. Here he might have also 
continued to preach, if he had been willing ; but he was now unable, from the 
pressure of business, to give the duty that attention which he deemed necessary, 
and accordingly resisted Mr Ewing’s frequent and urgent solicitations, though 
he occasionally consented to perform public worship in the neighbouring vil- 
lages, or in places where he thought such ministrations eminenily necessary. 

Being a man of uncommon industry, and equally great benevolence, Mt* 
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M'Gavin found time, amidst his numerous mercantile avocations, to write a 
number of religious tracts and stories, for the improvement of the poorer and 
junior classes of society. Though these productions are of a class which do not 
usually attain a high place in literature, no reader, however indiderent to the 
subjects, or of however highly cultivated intellect, could peruse them, without 
remarking tlie extraordinary conciseness of style and moral force by which they 
are characterized. The most distinguished of all Mr M' Gavin’s writings is his 
“ Protestant,” a series of papers, designed to expose the errors of the church of 
Rome, commenced in 1818, and finished in 1822. In the general decline of 
religious controversial writing, the celebrity acquired by this work, is a strong 
^ testimony to the powers of the author. In its collected form, in four volumes 
octavo, it went through no fewer than seven editions in the first ten years. 
According to Mr Greville Ewing, in a funeral sermon upon Mr M* Gavin, 

the commencement of the work was casual, and the whole executed with hasty 
preparation. While engaged in a mercantile business of his own, he had at 
that time the winding up of an old concern of his partner, the heavy charge of 
another concern, which in the end proved a severe loss to him, besides other 
business matters, as factorships, references, as sole arbiter, in cases both from 
private parties and from the Court of Session, which he decided in a manner 
satisfactory to all concerned ; and many other things were devolved on him, 
which none but a man of clear judgment, and unusually industrious habits, could 
have undertaken. A work which, otherwise, would have been extremely irk- 
some, was rendered pleasant by the continued and increasing favour with which 
it was received by the public in general, and by the approbation of distinguished 
individuals in each of the three kingdoms. One of the most eminent bishops of 
the church of England ofiered to give hint holy orders. That, however, which 
was most gratifying to the author, was the interest which he was honoured to 
excite in the public mind, witli regard to the subject of popery. 1 make no at- 
tempt to give a particular account of the contents of this work. It is impossible, 
they are so extensive : it is unnecessary, they are so generally known. It is 
matter of notoriety, that Mr MTvavin was prosecuted for certain articles in the 
Protestant, and had a verdict against him, imposing on him a tine of ^LOO, 
which, with expenses, amounted to above £1200. Into the merits of these 
things 1 shall not enter, further than to state, in round numbers, that £800 of 
the £1200, was raised by public subscription, and that the whole, it was be- 
lieved, would have been more than paid, bad not each subscriber been limited 
to a certain sum. As the case had been so arranged, Mr M* Gavin was obliged, 
in the. mean time, to pay the balance out of his own pocket ; of which, great as 
the amount was, 1 never heard him complain. The publishers afterwards very 
handsomely came forward to reimburse the author, which, from the sale of the 
work, they were enabled to do without loss to themselves, though he had no 
claim upon them.” 

Mr M‘ Gavin, in 1827, superintended a new and improved edition of “ The 
Scots Worthies,” a work commemorating the lives of the most eminent Scottish 
clergy of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and originally written by an 
unlettered individual named John Howie, of Lochgoiii. The book was greatly 
improved by the notes of Mr M*Gavjn. He soon after published a refutation 
of the peculiar views of Mr Cobbett in his History of the Reformation ; and a 
similar exposure of the principles of Mr Robert Owen. Being a decided enemy 
to tile connexion of the church and state, he was Induced to embody his senti- 
ments on that subject in a pamphlet, entitled Church Establishmenti con- 
sidered ; in a Series of Letters to a Covenanter.” Not long before his death, 
Mr M*Gavin superintended a new and improved edition of Knox’s History of 
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the Reformation ; and aided with an introduction, a work by the Rev. Mr John 
Brown of Whitburn, entitled ** Memorials of the Nonconformist Ministers of the 
Seventeenth Century.” In the midst of his divers labomrs, he suddenly died* of 
apoplexy, August 23, 1833. 

Of the intellectual vigour and religious fervour of Mr M'Gavin, his published 
writings afford a sufficient and lasting memorial. His personal qualities are 
not, however, fully shown in that mirror. His diligence in his ordinary secular 
^employments, his zeal in promoting the religious and worldly interests of all 
who came under his notice, his mild and amiable character in private society, 
are traits whitJi must be added. Two of his most conspicuous qualities—^ 
the power of a satirist, and a certain precision which appeared in all ho 
either spoke or wrote — might be supposed incompatible with the tenderer 
lights of a domestic character. But in him the one set of qualities wa& not 
more conspicuous than the other. His peraonal disposition,” says Mr Ewing, 
‘‘ was that of the publican, who pleaded with God for mercy, when he went up 
into the temple to pray, and returned justified, because he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. Like Nathanael, he was an Israelite indeed in whom there was 
no guile. Like Paul, he was ready to call himself less than the least of all 
saints, and to ascribe his salvation to Jesus Christ having come into the world 
to save sinners, of whom he was a chief. He had, even in his natural temper, 
much tenderness of heart, much sincere and generous benevolence. If con- 
scious of any quickness, which 1 have heard him acknowledge, but never saw, 
it was guarded by the vigilance of Christian meekness, and by the genuine mo- 
desty of superior good sense. Those, who knew him only from feeling the lash 
of his controversial writings, may have been tempted to think of him as an aus- 
tere man. In truth, however, he was the very reverse. — The profits of the 
Protestant he once offered as a subscription to the society in this city for the 
support of the Catholic schools. The offer was declined, because some of the 
Roman catholic persuasion regarded it as an insult. 1 do not wonder at the 
misunderstanding. But had they known him as 1 did, and as ho was known by 
all his familiar friends, they would have accepted of his offer, as a mark of his 
cordial good-will to a valuable institution.” 

MELVILLE, Andrew, one of the principal public characters, and also one 
of the most eminent scholars of his time, was born on the 1st of August, 1545, 
at Baldovy, an estate on the banks of the South Esk, near Montrose, of which 
his father was proprietor. He was the youngest of nine sons, and had the mis- 
fortune to lose his father, who fell in the battle of Pinkie, while he was yet only 
two years of age. The death of his mother, also, soon afterwards took place, 
and he was thus left an orphan. The loss of his parents, however, was in a 
great measure compensated by the kindness and tenderness of his eldest brother, 
and the wife of that individual, both of whom watched over his infant years with 
the most anxious affection and assiduity. The long-tried and unwearied kind- 
ness of the latter, in particular, made a strong impression upon Melville, which 
lasted during the whole of his life. 

His brother, perceiving his early propensity to learning, resolved to encourage 
it, and with this view gave him the best education which the country afforded. He 
was besides of a weakly habit of body, a consideration which had its. weight 
in determining the line of life he should pursue. Young Melville was accord- . 
ingly put to the grammar school of Montrose, where he acquired the elemento 
of the Latin language, and, among other accomplishments, a knowledge of 
Greek, which was then a rare study in Scotland. When removed, in his 
fourteenth year, to the university of St Andrews, ho surprised his teai Jiers by bis 
knowledge of Greek, with which they were wholly unacquainted. He 'was in- 
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debted for this fort\inate peculiarity in his education, to a Frenchman of the 
name of Marsilliers, who had been established as a teacher of Greek in the 
School of JHontrose, by John Erskine of Dun. 

The ^eat progress which young Melville had made in learning, excited the 
astonislniient and attracted the attention of the various teachers in the univeiv 
sity; particularly Mr John Douglas, the rector, who on one occasion having 
taken the young and weakly boy between his knees, was so delighted with his 
replies, when questioned on the subject of his studies, that lie exclaimed, ** My 
silly fatherless and motherless boy, it’s ill to witt [to guess] what God ma^f 
make .of thee yet.'* 

The reputation which Melville acquired soon after entering the college, in- 
creased with his stay there ; and he left it, on finishing the usual course of 
study, with the character of being “ the best philosopher, poet, and Grecian, of 
any young master in the land.” Having acquired all the learning which his 
native country afforded, he resolved to proceed to the continent to complete 
his education ; and, accordingly, with the consent of his brothers, set out for 
France in the autumn of 1564, being still only in the nineteenth year of his 
age. At the university of Paris, whither he repaired, he acquired a similar 
reputation for general talent, and particularly for his knowledge of (xreek, 
with that which he had secured at St Andrews. Here he remained for Iw'o 
yearn, when he removed to Poictiers. On his arrival at the latter place, such 
was the celebrity already attached to his name, he was made regent in the col- 
lege of St Marceon, although yet only twenty-one years of age. From Poic- 
tiers, he went some time afterwards to Geneva, where he was presented with 
the humanity chair in the academy, which happened fortunately to be then va- 
cant In 1574, he returned to his native country, after an absence altogether 
of ten years. On his arrival at hJdinburgh, he was invited by the regent Mor- 
ton to enter his family as a domestic instructor, with a promise of advancement 
when opportunity should offer. This invitation he declined, alleging that he 
preferred an academical life, and that the object of his highest ambition was to 
obtain an appointment in one of the universities, lie now retired to Daldovy, 
where he spent the following three months, enjoying the society of his elder 
brother, and amusing himself by superintending the studies of his nephew, 
James Melville. 

' At the end of this period, he was appointed principal of the college of Glas- 
gow by the General Assembly, and immediately proceeded thither to assume 
the duties of his office. Here the learning and talents of Melville were 
eminently serviceable, not only to the university over which he presided, but to 
the whole kingdom. He introduced improvements in teaching and in disci- 
pline, which at once procured a high degree of popularity to the college, and 
^eatly promoted the cause of general education throughout Scotland. Melville 
possessed a considerable share of that intrepidity for which his great prede- 
cessor, Knox, was so remarkable. At an interview, on one occasion, with the re- 
gent Morton, who was highly displeased with some proceedings of the General 
Assembly, of which Melville was a member, the former, irritated by what he 
conceived to be obstinacy in the latter, exclaimed, There will never be quietness 
in this country, till half-a-dozen of you be hanged or banished.” — “ Hark, sir,” 
said Melville, ** threaten your courtiers afjter that manner. It is the same to 
me, whether 1 rot in the air or in the ground. The earth is the Lord^s. 
.Pairia est ubicunque est bene. I have been ready to give my life where it 
would not have been half so well wared [expended], at the pleasure of my God. 
1 have lived out of your country ten years, as well as in it. Let God be glori- 
fied : it will not be in your power to hang or exile his truth.” It is not said 
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tint the regent resented this bold language' ; but probably his forbearance ivns 
OB much owing to the circumstance of his resigning the regency, which he did 
soon after, as to any other cause. 

In 1580, Melville was translated to St Andrews, to fill a similar situation 
with that which he occupied at Glasgow. Here he distinguished himself by the 
same ability which had acquired him so much reputation in the western uni- 
versity. Besides giving lectures on theology, he taught the Hebrew, Clialdee, 
Syriac, and Rabbinical languages, and discovered such an extent of knowledge 
ffnd superiority of acquirement, that his classes were attended, not only by 
young students in unusual luirnbei’s, but by several of the masters of the other 
colleges. In 1582, Melville opened, with sermon, an extraordinary meeting of 
the General Assembly, which had been convoked to take into consideration the 
dangerous state of the protestant church, from the influence which the earl of 
Arran, and the lords D'Aubigne and Lennox, exercised over the young king. 
In this sermon he boldly inveighed against the absolute authority which the 
court was assuming a right to exercise in ecclesiastical affairs, and alluded to a 
design on the part of h'rance, of which D’Aubigne was the instrument, to re- 
establish the catholic religion in the country. The assembly, impressed witli 
similar sentiments, and entertaining similar apprehensions, drew up a spirited 
remonstrance to the king, and appointed Melville to present it. He accord- 
ingly repaired to Perth, where the king then was, and, despite of some alarm- 
ing reports which reached him, of the personal danger to which he would ex- 
pose himself from the resentment of the king’s favourites, demanded and ob- 
tained access to his majesty. When the remonstrance was read, Arran looked 
round the apartment, and exclaimed, in a tone of defiance and menace, Who 
dares subscribe these treasonable articles?” — ** IVe dare,” replied Melville; and, 
taking a pen from tlie clerk, he affixed bis signature to the document : an ex- 
ample which was immediately followed by the other commissioners who were 
with him. The cool and dignified intrepidity of Melville, completely silenced 
the blustering of Arran, who, finding himself at fault by this unexpected oppo- 
sition, made no further remark ; and Lennox, with better policy, having spoken 
to the commissioners in a conciliatory tone, they were peaceably dismissed. It 
seems probable, however, from what afterwards ensued, that Arran did not for- 
get the humiliation to which Melville's boldness had on this occasion subjected 
him. In less than two years afterwards, Melville was summoned before the 
privy council, on a charge of high treason, founded upon some expressions 
which, it was alleged, he had made use of in the pulpit Whether Arran was 
the original instigator of the prosecution, does not very distinctly appear ; but 
it is certain that he took an active part in its progress, and expressed an eager 
anxiety for the conviction of the actnised. Failing in establishing any thing to 
the prejudice of Melville, the council had recourse to an expedient to eflect 
that which they could not accomplish through his indictment. They could not 
punish him for offences which they could not prove ; but they found him guilty 
of declining the judgment of the council, and of behaving irreverently before them, 
and condemned him to be imprisoned in the castle of Edinburgh, and to be fur- 
ther punished in peieon and goods at his majesty’s pleasure. The terms of the 
sentence, in so far ns regarded the place of imprisonment, were afterwards altered 
by Arran, who substituted Blackness,” where he had a creature of his own aa 
keeper, for Edinburgh. Several hours being allowed to Melville before he was 
put in ward, he availed himself of the opportunity, and made his escape to Eng- 
land. To this step, being himself in doubt whether he ought not rather to 
submit to the sentence of the council, he was urged by some of his friends, who, 
to his request for advice in the matter, replied, with the proverb of the houie. Of 



MELVILLK. 


569 


Angfus, Loose and living which pretty plainly intimates what they conceived 
would be the result, if he permitted himself to be made fast*' On leav- 
ing Edinburgh, Melville first proceeded to Berwick, and thence to London, 
where he remained till the November of 15S5. The indignation of the king- 
dom having tiien driven Arran from the court, he returned to Scotland, after an 
absence of twenty months. The plague, which had raged in the country while 
he was in England, having dispersed his pupils at St Andrews, and the college 
being, from this and other causes, in a state of complete disoiganization, he dide 
not immediately resume his duties there, but proceeded to Glasgow, where he re- 
mained for some time. In the month of March following, induced by an appearance 
of more settled times, he returned to St Andrews, and recommenced his lectures 
and former course of instruction. I'hese, however, were soon again interrupted. 
In consequence of the active part which he took in the excommunication of 
archbishop Adamson, who was a(M:used of overtlirowitig the scriptural govern- 
ment and discipline of the churcli of Scotland, he was commanded by the king 
to leave St Andrews, and to confine himself beyond the water of Tay. From 
this banishment he was soon afterwards reolled; and, having been restored to 
his majesty’s favour, through the intercession of the dean of faculty and masters 
of the university, he resumed his academical laboui’S at St Andrews. 

In the year Adlowing (15H7,) he was chosen moderator of the General As- 
sembly, and appointed one of their coniinissioners to the ensuing meeting of 
parliament. A similar honour with the first was conferred upon him in 1589, 
and again in 1594. In the year following, he was invited to take a part in 
the ceremonies at the coronation of the queen, wiiich took place in the chapel 
of Holy rood, on the 17 th of May. On this occasion, altliough ho did not 
know, until only two days before, that he was expected to take a part in the 
approaching ceremony, lie composed and delivered, before a great concourse of 
noblemen and gentlemen, assembled to witness the coronation, a Latin poem, 
which, having been printed next day at the earnest solicitation of his majesty, 
who was iiiuclt pleased with it, under the title of ** Stephaniskioii,*’ and circu- 
lated throughout Europe, added greatly to the reputation which its author had 
already acquired. An instance of the generosity of Melville’s disposition, which 
occurred about this time, cannot be passed over, however brief the sketch of 
his life may be, without doing an injustice to bis memory. Archbisliop Adam- 
son, one of his most irreconcilable enemies, having lost the favour of the king, 
was reduced, by the sequestration of his annuity, which immediately followed, 
to great pecuniary distress. He applied to Melville for relief, and he did not 
apply in vain. Melville immediately visited him, and undertook to support 
himself and his family at his own expense, until some more ellective and per- 
manent assistance' could be procured for him ; and this he did for several months, 
dually obtaining a contribution for him from his friends in St Andrews. Such 
instances of benevolence are best left to the reader^s own reflections, and are 
only injured by comment. 

In 1590, he was chosen rector of the university; an odice which he conti- 
nued to hold by re-election for many years, and in which he displayed a fii^ii- 
ness and decision of character on several trying oci^sions, that gives him a 
claim to something more than a mere literary reputation. Though a loyal sub- 
ject in the best sense and most genuine acceptation of that term, he frequently 
addressed king James in language much more remarkable for its plainness than 
its Goui^sy. He bad no sympathy whatever for the absurdities of that prince, 
and would neither condescend to humour his foibles nor flatter his vanity. A 
remarkable instance of this plain dealing with his majesty, occurred in lft96. 
Ill that year, Melville formed one of a deputation from tlie (njiumissioners of the 
IIL 4 c 
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General Assembly^ who met at Cupar in Fife, being appointed to wait upon tlie 
king at Falkland, for the purpose of exhorting him to prevent the consequences 
of certain measures inimical to religion, which his council were pursuing. James 
Melville, nephew of the subject of this memoir, was chosen spokesman of the 
party, on account of the mildness of his manner and the courteousness of his 
address. On entering the presence, he accordingly began to state the object 
and views of the deputation. He had scarcely commenced, however, when the 
^ king interrupted him, and in passionate language, denounced the meeting at 
Cupar as illegal and seditious. James Melville was about to reply with his usual 
mildness, when his uncle, stepping forward, seized the sleeve of the king’s 
gown, and calling his sacred majesty ** God’s silly vassal,” proceeded to lecture 
him on the impropriety of liis conduct, and to point out to him the course 
which he ought to pursue, particularly in matters of ecclesiastical polity. “ Sir,” 
he said, ** ne will always humbly reverence your majesty in public; but sint^e 
w'e have tliis occasion to be with your majesty in private, and since you are 
brought in extreme danger both of your life and crown, and, along with you, 
the country and the church of God are like to go to wreck, for not telling you 
the truth, and giving you faithful counsel, we must discharge our duty or else 
be traitors both to Christ and you. Therefore, Sir, as divers times before 1 
have told you, so now again 1 must tell you, there are two kings and two king- 
doms in Scotland: there is king James, the head of this commonwealth, and 
there is Christ Jesus the king of the churdi, whose subject James the Sixth is, 
and of whose kingdom he is not a king, nor a lord, nor a head, but a member.’’ 
Melville went on in a similar strain with this for a great length of time, not- 
withstanding repeated attempts, on the piurt of the king, to stop him. James 
expressed the strongest repugnance at the outset to listen to him, and endeav- 
oured to frighten him from his purpose by a display of the terrors of offended 
royalty, but in vain. He was finally compelled to listen quietly and patiently 
to all that Melville chose to say. At the conclusion of the speech, the king, 
whose anger, and whose courage also probably, liad subsided durifig its delivery, 
made every concession which was required ; and the deputation returned with- 
out any loss, apparently, of royal favour. It was not, however, to be ex- 
pected, that Melville should have gained any ground in the king’s adeo- 
tions by this display of sincerity and zeal ; nor were the future interviews 
which took place between them belter caliHilated for this end. The very next 
which occurred is thus alluded to in his nephew’s diary : And Iher they (the 
king and Melville) heeled on, till all the hous and clos bathe hard iiiikle, of a 
large houre. In end, the king talces upe and dismissis him favourablie.” 

However favourably James may have dismissed him, he does not seem to have 
been unwilling to avail himself of the first opportunity which should ofier of get- 
ting rid of him. At a royal visitation of the university of St Andrews, which soon 
afterwards took place, matter of censure against Melville was eagerly sought after, 
and all who felt disposed to bring any complaint against him, were encouraged 
to come forward with tlieir accusations. The result was, that a large roll, filled 
with charges against him, was put into the king’s hancls. He was accused of 
neglecting the pecuniary affairs of the college, and the duties of his office as a 
teacher, of agitating questions of policy in place of lecturing on divinity, and 
of inculcating doctrines subversive of the king’s autliority and of the peace of 
the realm. At several strict examinations, he gave such satisfactory explana- 
tions of his conduct, and defended himself so efiectually against the slander^ of 
those who sought his ruin, that the visitors were left without any ground or pre- 
text on which to proceed against him. They, however, deprived him of the 
rectorship, on the plea .that it was improper that that office should be united 
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with the professorship of theology, the appointment which Melville held in the 
university. 

The accession of James to the English throne, did not abate his desire to 
assume an absolute control over the affairs of the church of Scotland, and long 
after his removal to England, he continued to entertain designs hostile 'to its 
liberties. The attempts which he had made to obtain this supremacy, while he 
was yet in Scotland, had been thwarted in a great measure by the exertions of 
Melville. Jlis intrepidity kept James at bay, and his zeal, activity, and talents, 
deprived him of all chance of succeeding, by chicanery or cunning. Melville 
still presented himself ns a stumbling-block in his way, should he attempt to 
•approach the Scottish church with inimical designs, and James, therefore, now 
resolved that he should be entirely removed from the kingdom. To accomplish 
this, he had recourse to one of those infamous and unprincipled stratagems 
which he considered the very essence of “ king craft.” In May 1606, Mel- 
ville received a letter from his majesty, commanding him to repair to London 
before the l.5th of September next, that his majesty might consult with him, 
and others of his learned brethren, regarding ecclesiastical matters, with the 
view of healing all differences, and securing a good understanding between his 
majesty and the church. Letters of a similar tenor were received by seven 
other clergymen, amongst whom was Melville’s nephew. 

Though not without some doubts regarding the result of this rather extraor- 
dinary invitation, Melville and his brethren set out for London, where they ar- 
rived on the 25tli of August The first interview of the Scottish clergymen 
with the king was sufKciently gracious. He inquired for news from Scotland, 
and condescended even to be jocular. This, however, did not last long ; at 
the subsequent conferences 3Ielvllle found himself emailed upon, by tiie sentiments 
which the king expressed regarding church matters, to hold the same bold and 
plain language to him which he had so often done in Scotland, and this too in 
the presence of great numbers of his English courtiers, who could not refrain 
from expressing their admiration of Melville's boldness, and of the eloquence 
with which he delivered his sentiments. In the mean time, however, the Scot- 
tish ministers were interdicted from returning to Scotland without the special 
]»erini8sion of the king. On tho 28th September they were required by his 
majesty to give attendance in the royal chapel on the following day to witness 
the celebration of the festival of St Michael. 'I'he ceremonies and fooleries of 
the exhibition whic:h took place on this occasion, were so absurd, and so nearly 
approaclied those of the Romish church, that they excited in Melville a feeling 
of the utmost indignation and contempt. This feeling he expressed in a Latin 
epigram, which he composed on returning to his lodgings. A copy of the 
lines found their way to his majesty, who was greatly incensed by them, and 
determined to proceed against their author on the ground that they were trea- 
sonable. He was accordingly summoned before the privy council, found guilty 
of scandalum inagnatum, andaftera condnenient of nearly twelve months, first in 
the house of the dean of St Paul’s, and afterwards in that of the bishop of Win- 
chester, was committed to the 'lower, where he remained a prisoner for four 
years. The other clergymen who had accompanied Melville to London were 
allowed to return to Scotland; but they were confined to particular parts 
of the country, and forbidden to attend any church courts. Melville’s nephew 
was commanded to leave London within six days, and to repair to Newcakle 
upon Tyne, and not to go ten miles beyond that town on the pain of rebellion. 

In the month of February, 1611, Melville was released from the Tower on 
the application of the duke of Bouillon, who had solicited his liberty from the 
king, in order to procure his services as a professor in his iiniveTsity at Sedan 
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in France. Melville, who was now in the (i6th year of his age, was exceed- 
ingly reluctant to go abroad ; but, as this was a condition of his liberty, and as 
there was no hope of the king’s being prevailed upon to allow him to return to 
Scotland, he submitted to the expatriation, and sailed for France on the 19th 
of April. 

On his arrival at Paris he was fortunate enough to fall in with one of his 
scholars then prosecuting his studies there, by whom he was kindly and affec- 
tionately received. After spending a few days in the French capital he repaired 
to Sedan, and was admitted to the place destined for him in the university. 

In the year following he removed to Grenoble, to superintend the education 
of three sons of the treasurer of the parliament of Dauphiny, with a salary of 
live hundred crowns per annum ; but, not finding the situation an agreeable one, 
he returned within a short time to Sedan, and resumed his former duties. 
Melville continued to maintoin a close correspondence with his numerous friends 
ill Scotland, and particularly with his nephew, James Melville, to whom he was 
warmly attached. Of him, his best, most constant, and dearest friend, however, 
he was soon to be deprived. That amiable man, who had adhered to him 
through good and bad fortune, through storm and sunshine, fur a long series of 
years, died in the beginning of the year 1614. The grief of Melville on re- 
ceiving the intelligence of his death was deep and poignant. He gave way to 
no boisterous expression of feeling ; but he felt the deprivation with all the 
keenness which such a calamity is calculated to inflict on an affectionate heart. 
With his fondest wishes still directed towards his native land, he requested his 
friends in London to embrace any favourable opportunity which might offer of 
procuring his restoration ; and in 16 IG, a promise was obtained from his 
majesty, that he would be relieved from banishment. This, promise, however, 
like many others of Janies^ was never realized. Melville, after all that he had 
done for his country, was doomed to breathe his last an exile in a foreign land. 
To compensate in some measure for the misfortunes whicli clouded his latter 
days, he was blessed with a more than ordinary sliare of bodily health, and that 
to a later period of life than is often to be met with. Am I not,” he says, in 
a letter to a friend written in the year 1612, ** three score and eight years old, 
unto the which age none of my fourteen brethren f%ame ; and, yet 1 thank God, 
1 eat, I drink, 1 sleep ns well ns 1 did these thirty years bygone, and better 
than when 1 was younger — in ipso Jlore adolescenti<B , — only the gravel now and 
then seasons my mirth with some little pain, which 1 have felt only since the 
beginning of March the last year, a month before my deliverance from prison. 
1 feel, thank God, no abatement of the alacrity and ardour of my mind for the 
propagation of the truth. Neither use I spectacles now more than ever, yea 1 
use none at all nor ever did, and see now to read Hebrew without points, and 
in the smallest characters.” With this good bodily health, he also enjoyed to 
the close of his life that cheerfulness of disposition and vivacity of imagination 
for which he was distinguished in earlier years, and in the seventy-fourth year 
of his age he is found vying with the most sprightly and juvenile of his col- 
leagues in the composition of an epithalamiuin on the occasion of the marriage 
of the eldest daughter of his patron the duke of llouillon. 

Years, however, at length undermined a constitution which disease had left 
untoucheid until the very close of life. In 1620, his health which had previ- 
ously been slightly impaired, grew worse, and in the course of the year 1622, 
he died at Sedan, in the seventy-seventh year of his age. 

The benefits which Melville conferred on his country in the department of 
its literature are thus spoken of by Dr M'Crie : “ His arrival imparted a new 
impulse to the public mind, and his higjb reputation for learning, joined to the 
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enthusinBm with which he pleaded its cause, enabled him to introduce an im* 
proved plan of study into all the universities. By his instructions and example, 
he continued and increased the impulse which he had first given to the minds of 
his countrymen. In languages, in theology, and in that species of poetical 
composition which was then most practised among the learned, his influence was 
direct and acknowledged.” The services which he rendered the civil and re* 
ligious liberties of his country are recorded by the same able author in still 
stronger terms. “ If the love of pure religion,” he says, rational liberty, • 
and polite letters, forms the basis of national virtue and happiness, 1 know no 
individual, after her reformer, from whom Scotland has received greater bene- 
, fits, and to whom she owes a deeper debt of gratitude and respect, than Andrew 
Melville.” 

MELVILLE, James, with whose history are connected many most interesting 
facts in the ecclesiastical and literary history of Scotland, was born at Baldovy, 
near Montrose, on the 25th of July, 1556.^ His father was KJchard Melville 
of Baldovy, the friend of VVishart the Martyr, and of John Erskine of Dun, and 
the elder brother of Andrew Melville. Soon after the RefAriiiation, this gentle- 
man became minister of Mary-Kirk, in the immediate neighbourhood of his pro- 
perty, and continued so till the close of his life. He married Isobel Scrimgeour, 
sister of the laird of Glasswell, a woman of great godlincs, honestie, vertew, 
and affection.” James Melville was, therefore, to use his own expression, 
descended ** of godlie, faithfull, and honest parents, bathe lightned with the 
light of the gospell, at the first dawning of the day tharof witliin Scotland.” 

The mother of James Melville having died about a year after his birth, he 
was placed under the care of a nurse, ** an evill inclynit woman and after 
being weaned, was lodged in the house of a cottar, from whence, when ho was 
about four or five years old, he was brought home to Baldovy. He and his 
elder brother David were soon afterwards sent to a school, kept by Mr William 
Dray, minister of Logie-Montrose, “ a guid, lernod, kynd man.” This school 
was broken up, partly by the removal of some of the boys perhaps to attend the 
universities, but more iniinediately by the ravages of the plague at Montrose, from 
which Logie was only two miles distant. James and his brother, therefore, re- 
turned home, after having attended it for about five years. During the following 
winter, they remained at home, receiving from their father such occasional instruc- 
tion as his numerous duties permitted him to give them. At this period, Richard 
Melville seems to have intended that both his sons should be trained to agricul- 
tural pursuits, there being no learned profession in which a livelihood, even of a 
very moderate kind, could be obtained. In the spring, it was resolved that, as 
the elder brother was sufliciently old to assist in superintending his father’s 
rural affairs, he should remain at home, and that James should be sent again to 
school. He accordingly attended a school at Montrose, of which Andrew 
Milne, afterwards minister of Fetteresso, was master. Here he continued about 
two years. 

Of the whole of this period of his life, James Melville has left a most interest- 
ing account ; and we only regret that, from the length to which this memoir 
must otherwise extend, we are unable to give any thing more than a very rapid 
sketch of this and the subsequent part of his education. He entered on his 
philosophical course at St Leonard’s college in the university of St Andrews, In 
November, 1571, under the <*are of William Collace, one of the regents. At 
first he found himself unable to understand the Latin prelections, and was so 
much chagrined that he was frequently found in tears ; but the regent took 

» In a note on this date in his Diary, he says, “ My vnde, Mr Andro, haulds that I was 
bom in An. 1557.” 



574 MELVILLE. 

him to lodge at his apartments, and was so much pleased with the sweetness 
of his disposition, and his anxiety to learn, that he made him the constant 
object of his care, and had the satisfaction of seeing him leave the university, 
after having attained its highest honours. During the prescribed period of 
four years, Melville was taught logic, (including the Aristotelian philosophy,) 
mathematics, ethics, natural philosophy, and law. At the end of the third year, 
he, according to the usual custom, took the degree of Bachelor, and, on finisli- 
, ing the fourth, that of Master of Arts. One of the most interesting events re- 
corded by James Melville to have occurred during his residence at St Andrews, 
was the arrival of John Knox there in 1571 ; and he alludes with much feeling 
to the powerful effects produced on his mind by the sermons of the reformer. 

After finishing his philosophical education, James Melville returned to his 
father's house, where he prosecuted his studies during the summer months. 
Having finished that (lart of his education which was necessary for general pur- 
poses, it was now requisite that he should determine what profession he should 
adopt. His father had destined him for that of a lawyer ; but although James 
had studied some parts of that profession, and had attended the coiisistoriai 
court at St Andrews, his heart ** was nocht sett that way.” Deference to his 
father’s wishes had hitherto prevented him ofTering any decided opposition to 
his intentions, but he had at this period taken means to show the bent of his 
mind. Choosing a passage in St John’s Gospel for his text, he composed a ser- 
mon, which he put in a book used by his father in preparing his weekly ser- 
mons. The MS. was accordingly found, and pleased his father exceedingly. 
But James was now luckily saved the pain of either opposing the wishes of a 
kind, but somewhat austere parent, or of applying himself to a profession for 
the study of which he had no affection, by an unlooked for accident — the arrival 
of his uncle, Andrew Melville, from the continent. To him his father com- 
mitted James, ** to bo a pledge of his love,'* and they were destined to be for 
many years companions in labour and in adversity. 

James Melville had left the university with the character of a diligent and 
accomplished student He had flattered himself that he had exhausted those 
subjects which had come under his attention, but he was now to be subjected to 
a severe mortification. When his uncle examined him, he found that he was 
yet but a mere child in knowledge, and that many years of study were still 
necessary, before he could arrive at the goal which he had supposed himself to 
have already reached. James’s mortification did not, however, lead him to sit 
down in despair. He renewed his studies with the determination to succeed, 
and revised, under his uncle’s directions, both his classical and philosophical 
education. ** Tliat quarter of yeir,” says he, ** I thought 1 gat graitter light 
in letters nor nil my tyme befor. .... And all this ns it wer by crack- 
ing and playing, sa that 1 lernit mikle mair by heiring of him [Andrew Mel- 
ville] in daylie conversation, bathe that quarter and therefter, nor euer 1 lernit 
of anie buik, whowbeit he set me euer to the best authors.” 

Endowed with such talents and acquirements, it will readily be believed that 
Andrew Melville was not allowed to remain long idle. He was soon alter his 
return invited to become principal of the university of Glasgow; an appointment 
which, after a short trial, he agreed to accept. In October, 1574, he left Bal- 
dovy to undertake the duties of his office, taking with him his nephew, who 
was, in the following year, appointed one of the regents. The labours of An- 
drew Melville at Glasgow, have been already noticed in hit life, and we slialJ, 
therefore, only extend our inquiries here to the course a^j^f^bdhy the subject 
of this memoir. For the first year, James Melville taught hii class ** the Greek 
grammar, Isocratis Parsenesis ad Demonicuin, the first buk of Homers Iliads, 
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Phocylides, H^iiods E^yx Kxt 'ELfAt^xty the Dialectic of Ramus ^ the Rhetoric of 
Taleus, with the practise in Ciceros Gatiliuars and Paradoxes.” The second 
year of my regenting,” says James Melville, 1 teachit the elements of arith* 
metic and geometrie, out [of] Psellus, for shortnes; the Odices of Cicero; 
Aristotles Logic in Greek, and Ethic, (and was the first regent that ever did 
that in Scotland ;) also, Platoes Fhaedon and Axiochiis ; and that profession of 
the mathematiks, logic, and moral! philosopliie, 1 keipit (as everie ane of the re- 
gents keipit their awin, the schollars ay asc^eiiding and passing throw) sa lang^ 
as 1 regented ther, even till I was, with Mr Andro, transported to St Andros.” 
His private hours were devoted to the study of the Hebrew language, and of 
theology. He had already, upon one o<M^sion, given proof of his talents for 
public teaching, and he liad now an opportunity of continuing his labours. It 
was a custom that each regent should, for a week in turn, conduct the students 
to a church near the college, where the citizens also attended, to hear prayers 
and one or two chapters of the Scriptures read. The regents had hitherto con- 
fined themselves exclusively to these limits, probably from a feeling of their in- 
ability to offer any commentary ; but James Melville, taking a general view of 
the passages read, gave them a summary of the d<»ctrine8 enforced, and accom- 
panied it with an application to the situations of his hearers. This pleasit 
and comfortit guid peiple verie inikle.” 

The routine of academical instruction affords but few materials for biogra- 
phy. Janies Melville Inas therefore recorded little relative to himself at this 
period of his life, except an attack made upon him by one of the students, 
and the occurrences consequent upon it. Rut although this affiir originated with 
him, it belongs more properly to the life of Andrew Melville, who as principal 
of the college, acted the most prominent part in all the subsequent pro- 
ceedings. 

Andrew Melville had now accomplished nearly all that zeal or talent could 
effect for the university of Glasgow. Its revenues were improved, — its 
character as a seat of learning raised iiiuch above that of any of the other Scot- 
tish universities, — the number of students was greatly increased, and its disci- 
pline maintained with a degree of firmness, of the necessity of which, however 
sceptical modern readers may be, the attack: to wliicli we have just alluded is a 
most decided proof. The Assembly which met at Edinburgh therefore or- 
dained that Melville should remove to the new college of St Andrews, ** to begin 
the wark of Uieologie ther with sic ns he thought iiieit to tak with him for that 
efiect, conform to the leat reformation of that universitie, and the new college 
therof, giffen be the kirk and past in parliament.” Availing himself of the 
privilege thus granted <;f nominating his assistants, he requested his nephew to 
accompany him. James had for some time resolved upon going to France, but 
he had too much respect for his uncle to refuse his request. They therefore re- 
moved together from Glasgow in the month of November, 1580, leaving Thomas 
Smeton “ & man of singular gifts of learning and godlines,” and Patrick Mel- 
ville, a young gentleman who had lately finished his philosophical studies, as 
their successors. 

In December they entered upon the duties of their respective professions. 
After his preface, or inaugural discourse, James Melville uaiiimenc^d teach- 
ing his students the Hebrew grammar. There were, probably, few young men 
in the coimtry who, either from their opportunities of acquiring knowledge, or 
their desire to improve under them, were better qualified to discharge this of^ 
fioe well; but his natural diffidence caused him a degree of anxiety, which 
many less accomplished masters have not experienced. The grait fear and 
osar,” says he in his Diary, qiihilk was in my heart of my inliabiUiie to vn- 
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dertak and bear out sa g;rait a charge as to profess theologie and holie tounges 
amangis ministers and maisters, natnelie [especially] in that inaist frequent viii- 
Uersitie of St Andros, amangs diners alteritand displacit, and therlbr malcontents 
and mislykers, occupied me sa, that 1 behovit to forget all, and rin to my God 
and my buik.*’ 

During the earlier period of their residence at St Andrews, Andrew Melville 
and his nephew had many difficulties to encounter. The former principal and 
( professors annoyed their successors by pursuit of the comptsof the college.’* 
The regents of St Leonards, enraged that the philosophy of their almost deified 
Aristotle should be impugned, raised a commotion ; and, to quote the appro- 
priate allusion of James Melville, cried out with one voice, Great is Diana of « 
the Kpliesians. The provost and baillies, with the prior and his gentlemen pen- 
sioners, were suspected of corrupt proceedings, especially in the provision of a 
minister for the town, and the opposition and exposures of Andrew Melville 
thus raised up for him and his fellow labourers another host of enemies. These 
were all open and avowed opponents, but they had one to deal with, who, as 
yet wearing the mask of friendship, was secretly plotting their own and the 
church’s ruin, — this person was archbishop Adamson. Add to all this, that im- 
mediately after their settlement at St Andrews, the carelessness of one of the 
students had nearly been the cause of setting the establishment on fire, and we 
shall be abundantly persuaded that it required no small energy of mind, such 
as Andrew Melville indeed possessed, not only to bear up in such a situation, 
but successively to baffle all the opposition that was offered to him. 

But amidst many discouragements which the more sensitive mind of James 
Melville must have keenly felt, he had also many cheering employments. Uo 
was engaged in duties which we have seen had been, from an early period, the 
objects of his greatest desire, — he was the teacher of some promising young 
men, who afterwards became shining lights in the church, and he had the grati- 
fication of being requested to occupy the pulpit on many occ^asions, when there 
was no minister in the town, or when the archbishop happened to be absent. 

At the Assembly which met at bklinburgh in December 158^, James Mel- 
ville was earnestly requested to become minister of Stirling. For himself be 
felt much inclined to accede to the wishes of the inhabitants, and the more so 
as he was now on the eve of his marriage ; but his uncle, considering the af- 
fairs of the college still in too precarious a stale to admit of his leaving it, re- 
fused his consent, and James Melville did not consider it respectful to urge his 
own wishes. It was indeed fortunate that he was not permitted at this period 
to leave the college, for in the very next year his uncle was required to appear 
before the king and privy council, fur certain treasonable speeches alleged to 
have been uttered in his sermons. When the sunimons (which ordered him to 
appear in three days) was served, James Melville was in the shire of Angus, 
and could not upon so sudden a requisition return to St Andrews in time to ac- 
company him to Edinburgli. He arrived, however, on the second day of his 
trial, if indeed the proceedings deserved that name. Passing over the minute 
circumstances of this transaction, our narrative only requires that we should stale 
that Andrew Melville found it necessary to insure his safety by a flight into 
England. 

In these discouraging circumstances, James Melville was obliged to return to 
St Andrews to undertake the management of the affairs of the college,— ^with what 
feelings it may readily be judged. When he considered the magnitude of his 
charge, and the situation of the church, he was completely overpowered ; but the 
duration of his grief Was short in proportion to its violence, and he soon found-* 
the truest remedy in applying his whole energies to the performance of his in* 
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creased duties. He taught divinity from liis uncle’s chair, besides continuing 
his labours in the department which properly belonged to him. Nor was this 
all : the Economus of the college, finding himself in the service of a party from 
whom little advantage or promotion could be expected, gave up his office, and 
thus did the provision of the daily wants of the institution fall to Melville’s lot. 
In the performance of these duties, so arduous and so varied, he was greatly 
supported by the masters of the university who attended his lectures, and gave 
him many encouragements. But his greatest comfort w'as derived from the 
society of the afterwards celebrated Robert Bruce of Kiniiaird, who, abandoning 
his attendance on the courts of law, had, with his father’s permission, begun the 
study of theology at St Andrews. 

* Harmless, however, as a person whose attention was thus so completely occu- 
pied by his own duties must certainly have been, the government did not long 
permit James Melville to retain his station. The acts of the parliament 1584«, 
by which the presbyterian form of church government w'as overthrown, w'ere 
proclaimed at the market cross of Edinburgh, and protested against by Robert 
Pont and others, in behalf of the church. We have already alluded to the 
malpractices of archbishop Adamson. About the beginning of May, 1584, 
Melville had gone to one of the northern counties to collect the revenues of the 
college. It had, perhaps, been conjectured by the episcopal party, to their no 
small gratification, that, finding himself unable to comply conscientiously with 
the late enactments, he had retired, with some of the other ministers, into Eng- 
land, If so, they must have been grievously disiippointed by his return. It was 
certainly not long till the archbishop abundantly manifested his real disposi- 
tions; for, on the Sunday immediately following, Melville was informed that a 
warrant for his apprehension was airea<ly in that prelate’s possession, and that 
be was to proceed immediately to its execution. At the earnest desire of his 
friends, he was prevailed on to remove to Dundee, where be had no sooner 
arrived, than be learned that a search had been made for him in every part of 
the college, and that an indictment had been prepared against him, for holding 
communication with his uncle, the king’s rebel. But his removal to Dundee 
could serve only a very temporary purpose, for it must very soon have become 
known, and would then have ceased to be any security for bis liberty. After 
the most anxious consideration, be resolved to accept an ofTcr made him by one 
of bis cousins, to take him by sea to Berwick. Tliis gentleman, hiring a small 
boat under the pretext of conveying some of his wines to one of the coast towns 
in the neighbourhood, took in Melville in the disguise of a shipwrecked sea- 
man ; and, after a voyage, not less dangerous from the risk of detection, than 
from a violent storm which overtook them, landed limi safely at Berwick, where 
he met his uncle and the other ministers who had been obliged to ilee. 

The suddenness with which James Melville had been obliged to leave St An- 
drews, prevented him taking bis wife along with him ; to have done so, would, 
in fact, have endangered the whole party. But, after arriving at Berwick, he im- 
mediately sent back his cousin, Alexander Scrymgeour, with a letter, requesting 
this lady (a daughter of John Dury, minister of Edinburgh) to join him. This 
she had very soon an opportunity of doing, by placing herself under the care 
of a servant of the English ambassador, and she accordingly remained with her 
husband during the Bhoi-t period of his exile. At Berwick they resided for 
about a month ; and there, as in every other place, James Melville’s amiable 
and adectionate dispositions procured him many friends. Among these was the 
lady of Sir Harry Widrington, governor of the town, under lord Hunsdon. In 
the mean time, he was invited by the earls of Angus and Mar, then at NewcasUe, 
to become their pastor. Being totally ignorant of the characters of these 
HI. 4 D 
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noblemen, and of the cause of their exile, he felt unwilling to connect himself 
with their party, and therefore replied to their invitation, that he could not 
comply with it, as he had never qualified himself for performing the ministerial 
functions; but that, as he had determined upon removing to the south, he 
should visit them on his way thither. When he arrived at Newcastle, he deter- 
mined upon immediately securing a passage by sea to London ; but John David- 
son, one of his former masters at St Andrews, and now minister of Prestonpans, 
informed him that it was not only his own earnest desire, but that of all their 
brethren, that he should remain at Newcastle with the exiled lords, whose cha- 
racters and cause he vindicated. To their wishes, Melville therefore acceded. 

Soon after his settlement at Newcastle, Davidson, who had only waited his 
arrival, departed, and left him to discharge the duties alone. Thinking if 
proper that, before entering on his labours, the order of their religious obser- 
vances and their discipline should be determined, he drew up ** the order and 
maner of exercise of the word for instruction, and discipline for correction of 
manors, used in the coinpanie of those godlie and noble men of Scotland in 
tyme of tliair aboad in Knglande, for the guid cause of (iod's kirk, thair king 
and countrey,’’ and prefixed to it an exhortative letter to the noblemen and their 
followers. This prefatory epistle commences by an acknowledgment that their 
present calamities were the just chastisements of the Almighty, for their luke- 
warmness in the work of reformation, — for permitting the character of their 
sovereign to be formed by the society of worthless and interested courtiers, — for 
their pursuit of their own aggrandizement, rather than the good of their country, 
— and for the violation of justice, and connivance at many odious and unnatural 
crimes. But while t/iey had thus rendered themselves the subjects of the Divine 
vengeance, how great had been the crimes of the court! It had followed the 
examples of Ahaz and Uzzah, in removing the altar of the Lord, — it had de- 
prived the masters of their livings, and desolated the schools and universities, — 
it had said to the preachers, Prophecy no longer to us in the name of the 
Lord, but speak unto us pleasant things according to our liking,” — it had taken 
from others the key of knowledge, — it entered not in, and those that would en- 
ter in, it suffered not : finally, it had threatened the ministers, God^s special 
messengers, with imprisonment and death, and, following out its wicked designs, 
had compelled them to flee to a foreign land. Can the Lord suffer these 
things long,” Melville continues with great energy, and be just in executing 
of his judgments, and pouring out of his plagues upon his cursed enemies ? 
Can the Lord suffer his sanctuary to be defiled, and his own to smart, and be 
the Father of mercies, God of consolation, and most faithful keeper of his pro- 
mises P Can the Lord suffer his glory to be given to another P Can he who 
hath promised to make the enemies of Christ Jesus his footstool, suffer them to 
tread on his headp Nay, nay, right honourable and dear brethren, he has 
anointed him King on his holy mountain ; he has given him all nations for an 
inheritance ; he has put into his hand a sceptre of iron, to bruise in powder these 
earthen vessels. When his wrath shall once begin to kindle but a little, be 
shall make it notoriously known to all the world, that they only are happy wlio 
in humility kiss the Lord Jesus, and trust in him.” He then concludes by a 
solemn admonition, that with true repentance, — with unfeigned humiliation, — 
with diligent perusal of God’s word, — and with fervent prayer, meditation, and 
zeal, they should prosecute the work of God, under the assurance that their la- 
bours should not be in vain. He warns them of the diligence of the enemies 
of God*s church, — exhorts them to equal diligence in a good cause, — and re- 
minds them that the ministers of Christ shall be witnesses against them, if they 
should be found slumbering at their posts. At the request of Archibald, earl of 
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Anguf, Melville also drew up a ** list of certain great abuses but as it is in 
many points a recapitulation of the letter just quoted from, no further allusion 
to it is here necessary. 

About a month after the commencement of his ministrations, Melville was 
joined by Mr Patrick Galloway, who divided the labours with him. His family 
was now on the increase, and it was considered necessary to remove to Berwick, 
where he remained as minister of that congregation till the birth of his first 
child, — a son, whom he named Ephraim, in allusion to his fruitfulness in a 
strange land. Notwithstanding the stratagems of captain Janies Stewart, by^ 
which lord Hunsdon was induced to forbid them to assemble in the church, the 
congregation obtained leave, through the kind offices of lady Widrington, to 
, meet in a private house ; and Melville mentions that he was never more dili^ 
gently or more profitably employed, than during that winter. But the pleasure 
which he derived from tlie success of his ministrations, was more than counter- 
balanced by the conduct of some of his brethren at home. 

It was about this period that many of the Scottish clergy, led on by the ex- 
ample of John Craig, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, signed a deed, binding 
themselves to obey the late acts of parliament, as far as ** according to the word 
of God.’’ Melville saw the confusions which the introduction of such an equi- 
vocal clause must produc.e. He accordingly addressed a most affectionate but 
faithful letter, to the subscribing ministers, in which he exhibited, at great 
length, the sinfulness of their compliance, and the handle which such a compro- 
mise must give to the enemies of religion. This letter, as it encouraged the 
firm, and confirmed the wavering, was proportionally the object of hatred to the 
court Two of the students at St Andrews, being detected copying it for dis- 
tribution, were compelled to flee ; and no means seem to have been omitted to 
check its circulation, or to weaken the force of its statements. 

About the middle of February, 1584-5, the noblemen, finding their present 
residence too near the borders, determined upon removing farther to the south. 
James Melville, therefore, prepared to follow. In the beginning of March, 
he and a few friends embarked for London, where they arrived, after a voyage 
rendered tedious by contrary winds; and, being joined by their companions in 
exile, were not a little comforted. Soon after his arrival, Melville resumed his 
ministerial labours. 

Many circumstances, which it is not necessary to detail here, conspired to 
render their exile much shorter than their fondest wishes could have anticipated 
As soon as the noblemen of their party had accommodated their disputes with' 
the king, the brethren received a letter (dated at Stirling, 6th November, 1565) 
from their fellow ministers, urging them to return with all possible expedition. 
James Melville, and Robert Dury, one of his most intimate friends, thereibre, 
left London, and, after encountering many dangers during the darkness of the 
nights, arrived at Linlithgow. There he found his brethren under great depres- 
sion of mind : they had vainly expected from the parliament, then sitting, the 
abrogation of the obnoxious acts of 1 584 ; and they had a further cause of 
grief in the conduct of Craig, the leader of the subscribing ministers. After 
much expectation, and many fruitless attempts to persuade the king of the im- 
propriety of the acts, they were obliged to dismiss, having previously presented 
a supplication, earnestly craving that no ultimate decision respecting the church 
might be adopted, without the admission of free discussion. 

During the following winter, James Melville was occupied partly in the ar- 
rangement of his family .affairs, but principally in re-establishing order in the 
university. The plague, whidi had for some time raged with great violence, 
was now abated, and the people, regaining their former confidence, had begun 
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to return to their ordinary ofiairs. Taking advantage of this change, the two 
Melvilles resolved on resuming their labours, and accordingly entered on their 
respective duties about the middle of March. In the beginning of April the 
Synod of Fife convened, and it was the duty of James Melville, as moderator 
at the last meeting, to open their proceedings with a sermon. He chose for his 
text that part of the twelfth chapter of St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, in 
which the Christian church is compared to the human body, — composed, like it, 
of many members, the harmonious operation of which is essential to the health 
»af the whole. After showing by reference to Scripture what was the constitu- 
tion of the true church, — refuting tiie doctrine of the human and devilish 
bishopric,’’ — adverting to the purity of the reformed constitution of their 
church, and proving that the inordinate ambition of a few had been in all 
ages the destruction of that purity — he turned towards the archbishop, 
who was sitting with great pomp in the assembly, cliarged him with the 
overthrow of the goodly fabric, and exhorted the brethren to cut off so unwor- 
thy a member from among them. Notwithstanding the remonstrances and pro- 
tests of the prelate, the Synod immediately took up the case, — went on, with 
an inattention to all the forms of decency and some of those of justice which 
their wfirmest advocates do not pretend to vindicate, and ordered him to be ex- 
communicated by Andrew Hunter, minister of Cariibec. I'hus, by the fervour 
of their zeal, and perhaps goaded on by personal wrongs, did an Assembly, 
composed, in the main, of worthy men, subject themselves to censure in the case 
of a man of a character disgraceful to his profession ; and whom, had they 
been content to act with more moderation, nothing but the strong hand of 
civil power could have screened from their highest censures, while even it 
could not have defended him from deserved infamy. 

Rut the informality of the Synod’s proceedings gave their enemies an unfor- 
tunate hold over them, and was the means of bailing their own ends. Ry the 
influence of the king, the General Assembly, which met soon afterwards, an- 
nulled their sentence, and the Melvilles, being summoned before the king, were 
commanded to confine tlieinseives, — Andrew to his native place, and James to 
his college. Thus did matters continue during that summer. James Melville 
lectured to a numerous audience on the sacred history, illustrating it by 
reference to geography and chronology. On each alternate day he read lectures 
on St Paul’s Epistle to Timothy, in the course of which ho took many oppor- 
tunities of attacking the hated order of bishops. 

Melville was now to obtain what had all along been the object of his highest 
wishes — a settlement as minister of a parish. In 1 583, the (Jiarge of the con- 
junct parishes of Abercrombie, Fittenweem, Aiistrutlier, and Kilrenny, became 
vacant by the decease of the incumbent, and thus they continued for several 
years. When the Presbytery of St Andrews resumed their meetings on the re- 
turn of tlie banished ministers, commissioners were appointed to visit these 
parishes, and to bring them, if possible, to the unanimous choice of a 
minister. James Melville, who had been nominated one of these commissioners, 
soon gained the affections of the people insomuch that they unanimously requested 
the Presbytery to send him among them. That court no less warmly urged 
his acceptance, and he accordingly removed to his diarge in July, 1586. 

It may be readily conceived, that to perform the duties of four parishes was a 
task far beyond the moral and physical capabilities of any single individual, 
more especially after they had so long wanted the benefit of a regular ministry. 
Their conjunction was the result of the mercenary plans of Morton and 
his friends, but no man was less actuated by such motives than Melville. 
No sooner did lie become acquainted with the state of these parishes than he 
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detennined on their disjunction, at whatever pecuniary loss. When this was ef- 
iected, he willingly resigned the proportions of stipend in favour of the minis- 
ters provided for three of the parishes, while he himself undertook the charge 
of the fourth (Kilrenny), — he obtained an augmentation of stipend, built a 
manse, purchased the right to the vicarage and teind fish for the support 
of himself and his successors, paid the salary of a sdioolmaster, and 
maintained an assistant to perform the duties of the parish, as he was fre- 
quently engaged in the public affairs of the church. Such instances of disin- 
terested zeal are indeed rare ; but even this was not all. Many years* 
afterw^ds he printed for the use of his people a catechism which cost 
five hundred inerks, of which, in writing his Diary, lie mentions that he could 
*never regain more than one fifth part. While he was thus anxiously promoting 
the moral and religious improvement of the parishioners, he was also dis- 
tinguished by the exeraplihr^ation of his principles in the ordinary affairs of 
life. An instance of his generosity occurred soon after his settlement in his 
new charge. In the beginning of 1588, rumours were spread through the 
country of the projected invasion by the Spaniards. Some time before the de- 
struction of the Armada w<as known, Melville was waited on, early in the 
morning, by one of the baillies of the town, who stated that a ship filled with 
Sj^ianiards had entered their harbour in distress, and requested his advice as to 
the line of conduct to be observed. When the day was further advanced, the 
officers (the principal of whom is styled general of twenty hulks) were per- 
mitted to land, and appear before the minister and principal men of the town. 
They stated that their division of the squadron had been wrecked on the Fair 
Isle, where they had been detained many weeks under all the miseries of 
fatigue and hunger ; that they had at length procured the ship which lay in the 
harbour ; and now came before them to crave their forbearance towards them. 
Melville replied that, although they were the supporters of Christ’s greatest 
enemy the pope, and although their expedition had been undertaken with the 
design of desolating the protestant kingdoms of England and Scotland, they 
should know by their conduct that the people of Scotland were professors of a 
purer religion. Without entering into ail the minute facts of the c^e, it may 
be enough to say, that the officers and men were all at length received on 
shore, and treated with the greatest humanity. “ Hot we thanked <iod with 
our heartes that we had sein thaiii amangs ws in that forme, is the quaint con- 
clusion of James Melville, alluding to the difference between the objects of the 
expedition and the success which had attended it. 

Hut, however disinterested James Melville’s conduct might be, it was not des- 
tined to escape the most unjust suspicions. When subscriptions were raised to 
assist the French protestants and the inhabitants of Geneva, (cir. 1588), lie bad 
been appointed collector for Fife, and this appointment was now seized upon by 
his enemies at court, who surmised that he had given the money thus raised to 
the earl of Bothwell to enable him to raise forces. The supposition is so ab- 
surd that it seems incredible that any one, arguing merely on probabilities, 
should believe that money intended for Geneva, — the very stronghold of his be* 
loved presbytery, — should be given to an outlaw and a catholic. Luckily Mel- 
ville was not left to prove his innocence even by the doctrine of probabilities. 
He had in his hands a discharge for the money granted by those to whom he 
had paid it over, and it was, besides, matter of notoriety that be bad been the 
most active agent in the suppression of BothwelFs rebellion. Still, however, his 
enemies hinted darkly where they durst not make a manly charge, and it was 
not till 1594, when sent as a commissioner to the king by the Assembly on 
another mission, that he fiad an opportunity of vindicating himself. He then 
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demanded that any one who could make a charge against him should stand 
forward and g^ve him an opportunity of vindicating himself before his sovereign. 
No one appeared. Melville was admitted to a long interview in the king’s 
cabinet ; and ** thus/’ says he, ** 1 that came to Stirling the traitor, returned 
to Edinburgh a great courtier, yea a cabinet councillor.” 

At the opening of the General Assembly in 1590, James Melville preached. 
After the usual exordium, he insisted on the necessity of maintaining the strict- 
est discipline, — he recalled to the memory of his audience the history of their 
'‘'’Country since the Heformation, the original purity of the church, and admonished 
them of its begun decline, — the brethren were warned of the practices of the 
belly-god bishops of England and the people were exhorted to a more zealous 
support of the ecclesiastical establishment, and to a more liberal communication* 
of temporal things to their ministers ; — lastly, he recommended a supplication 
to the king, for a free and full assembly, to be held in the royal presence, for 
the suppression of papists and sacrilegious persons. The activity of Melville, 
and indeed of the ministers generally, against the catholics, must be considered 
as one of the least defensible parts of their conduct We are aware that those 
who believe religion to be supported by works of man's device, will find strong 
palliations for their actions in their peculiar circumstances ; and we do not mean 
to deny, that when the popish lords trafficked with foreign powers for the sub- 
version of the civil and religious institutions of the country, the government 
did right in bringing them to account. They then became clearly guilty of 
a civil offence, and were justly amenable for it to the secular courts. But 
when the catholics were hunted down for the mere profession of their reli- 
gion, — when their attachment to their opinions was considered the mere ef- 
fect of obstinacy, and thus worthy to be visited with the highest pains, — the 
protestants reduced themselves to the same inconsistency with which they b 6 
justly charged their adversaries. If it be urged in defence, tliat their religion 
was in danger, we reply, that the conduct of the catholics, previous to the 
Reformation, was equally defensible on the very same grounds. In both cases 
was the church of the parties in imminent hazard ; and, if we defend the at- 
tempt of one party to support theirs by the civil power, with what justice can 
we condemn the other ? A remarkable passage occurs in the account which 
friar Ogilvie (a Jesuit, who was executed at Glasgow in 1615) has left of his 
trial. His exaininators accused the kings of France and Spain of extermi- 
nating the protestants. Ogilvie immediately replied : Neither has Francis ban- 
ished, nor Philip burned protestants on account of religion, but on account of 
luerttsy^ which is not religion but rebellion,^ Here, then, is the rock upon 
which both parties split, — that of considering it a crime to hold certain religious 
opinions. Both parties were in turn equally zealous in propagating their ideas, — 
both were justifiable in doing so, — and both equally unjustifiable in their absurd 
attempts to control the workings of the human mind. Truth, which all parties 
seem convinced is on their side, must and shall prevail, and the intolerant zeal 
of man can only prove its own folly and its wickedness. We return to the nar- 
rative. 

When the king, in October, 1594, determined on opposing the popish lords 
in person, he was accompanied at his own request by the two MelviUes and two 
other ministers. Following the Highland system of warfare, these noblemen 
retired into their fastnesses; and the royal forces, after doing little more 
than displaying themselves, were ready to disperse, for want of pay. In this 

^ Relatio liicaroerationis et Martyrii P. Joannis Ogilbei, &c., Duad, 1615, p. 24. This Is, 
of course, the Roman Catholic account. Ogilviek trial, and a reprint of the Protestant ac- 
count of it set forth at the time, will be found in Pitcairn's Criminal Trials. ^ 
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emergency, James Melville was despatched to Edinburgh and the other princi- 
pal towns, with letters from the king and the ministers, urging a liberal con- 
tribution for their assistance. His services on this occasion, and the spirit in* 
fused by Andrew Melville into the royal councils, materially contributed to the 
success of the expedition. 

We have mentioned, that at the interview at Stirling, James Melville had 
regained the favour of the king ; but it is probable that that and subsequent 
exhibitions of the royal confidence were merely intended to gain him, in an- 
ticipation of the future designs of the court relative to the church. In the af* 
fair of David Dlack, Melville had used his influence with the earl of Mar, to 
procure a favourable result ; and, although the king did not express disappro- 
bation of his conduct, but, on the contrary, commanded him to declare from the 
pulpit at St Andrews, the amicable termination of their quarrel, he observed 
that from that period his favour uniformly declined. Finding, after two years’ 
trial, that his conduct towards James Melville had not induced him to compro- 
mise his .principles, the king probably considered all further attempts to gain 
him quite unnecessary. 

In May, 159G, the Covenant was renewed by the synod of Fife, and in the 
following July by the presbytery of St Andrews; on both which occasions, Mel- 
ville was appointed ** the common mouth.” After the last meeting, the barons 
and gentlemen resolved that he and the laird of lieiras [Hires ?] should be sent 
to the king, to inform him of the report of another Spanish invasion, and of the 
return of the popish lords ; but Melville’s interest at court was now on the de- 
cline, and his mission met with little encouragement. Keturning home, he ap- 
plied himself assiduously to the duties of his parish. He drew up a Sum of the 
Doctrine of the Covenant renewed in the Kirk of Scotland,” in the form of 
question and answer. Upon this the people were catechised during the month 
of August ; and on the first Sunday of September, the Covenant was renewed, 
and the sacrament administered in the parish of Kilrenny. 

During the next ten years, the life of 31elville was spent in a course of op- 
position, as decided as it was fruitless, to the designs of the court for the re- 
establishment of episcopacy. While some of his most intimate friends yielded, 
he remained hrin. There was but one point which he could be induced to give 
up. He was urged by the king (1 597) to preach at the admission of Gladstanes, 
the future archbishop, to the church of St Andrews, from which David Black had 
been ejected ; and he did so, in the hope of benefiting some of his distressed 
friends by the (xmcesaion ; but it afterwards cost him much uncomfortable re- 
flection. In the month of October he visited, along with others appointed for 
that purpose, the churches in the counties of Aberdeen, Moray, and Ross. He 
had entered upon this duty under considerable mental depi*es8ion and bodily 
suffering ; and it may be supposed to have been but little diminished, when he 
detected, during the journey, the plans of the court fur the re-establishment of 
the episcopal order. Finding that his labours on behalf of the church had been 
attended with so little success, he would willingly have retired from public life, 
and shut out all reflection on so unsatisfactory a retrospect in the performance 
of his numerous parochial duties : but a sense of what he owed to the church 
and to his friends in adversity induced him to continue his discouraging labour ; 
and, accordingly, till he was ensnared into England, whence he was not al* 
lowed to return, he made the most unwearied exertions in behalf of presby- 
tery. Except the gratification the mind receives from marking i)ie contimi^ 
struggles of a good man against adversity, the reader could feel little interest 
in a minute detail of circumstances, which, with a few changes of place and 
date, were often repeated. Vexation of mind and fatigue of body at length 
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brought on an illness in April, IGOl, which lasted about a year; but this did 
not damp his zeal. When he could not appear among his brethren, and subse- 
quent illness not unfrequently compelled him to be absent, he encouraged or 
warned them by his letters. Every attempt was made to overcome or to gain 
him. He was offered emoluments and honours, and when these could not shake 
his resolution, he was threatened with prosecution ; but the latter affected him as 
little. When he was told that the king hated him more than any man in Scot- 
land, because he crossed all his turns, and was a ringleader,” he replied, in 
'^he words of the poet, 

N(h' spcraiis aliquid, ncc exlimcscens, 

Kxurmavens inipuleiitis irani. 

His conduct on the first anniversary of the Gnwrie conspiracy, did not tend 
to mitigate his majesty’s wrath. An act of parliament had been passed, ordain- 
ing it to be observed as a day of thanksgiving; but as this act had never re- 
ceived the sanction of the church, Melville and others refused .to comply with 
it. They were, therefore, siimiiioned by proclamation to appear before the 
council, and the king vowed that the offence should be considered capital. 
They accordingly appeared : but his majesty, finding their determination to 
vindicate their conduct, moderated his wrath, and dismissed them, after a few 
words of admonition. The conduct of Melville, in relation to the ministers 
imprisoned for holding the assembly at Aberdeen, was not less decided. A 
short time before their trial, the earl of Dunbar requested a conference, in which 
'^he regretted to him the state of affairs, and promised that, if the warded ministers 
would appease the king by a few concessions, the ambitious courses of the 
bishops should be checked, and the king and church reconciled. With these 
proposals, Melville proceeded to lllackness, the place of their confinement ; but 
negotiation was too late, for the very next morning they were awakened by a 
summons to stand tlieir trial at Linlithgow. When they were found guilty of 
treason, it was considered a good opportunity to try the resolution of their 
brethren. To prevent all communication with each other, the synods were sum- 
moned to meet on one day, when fire articles, relative to the powers of the 
(veneral Assembly and the bishops, were proposed by the king’s commissioners 
for their assent. On this occasion, Melville was confined by illness; but he 
wrote an animated letter to the synod of Fife, and had the satisfaction of hearing 
that they and many others refused to comply. This letter was sent by lord 
Scone, the commissioner, to the king; but the threat to make it the subject of 
a prosecution does not appear to have been carried into effect. 

The court, backed by the bishops, w'as now pursuing its intentions with less 
caution than had formerly been found necessary. An act was passed by the 
parliament of 1606 , recognizing the king as absolute prince, judge, anil gover- 
nor over all persons, estates, and causes, both spiritual and temporal, — restoring 
the bishops to all their ancient honours, privileges, and emoluments, and reviving 
the different chapters. Andrew Melville had been appointed by his brethron 
to be present, and protest against this and another act in prejudice of the church, 
passed at the same time ; but measures were taken to frustrate his purpose. No 
sooner did he stand up, than an order was given to remove him, which was not 
effected, however, until he had made his errand known. The protest was drawn 
up by Patrick Simson, minister of Stirling, and the reasons for it by James Mel- 
ville. The latter document, with which alone we are concerned, is written in 
a firm and manly style, and shows in the clearest manner, that, in appointing 
bishops, the parliament had in reality committed the whole government of the 
churcii to the king, the prelates being necessarily dependent upon him. , 
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Some months previous to the meeting of this parliament, letters were directed 
to the two Melviiies, and six other ministers, peremptorily desiring them to pro- 
ceed to London before the 15th of September, to confer with the king on such 
measures as might promote the peace of the church. Although this was the al- 
leged cause for demanding their presence at the English court, there can be little 
doubt that the real object of the king was to withdraw them from a scene where 
they were a constant check upon his designs. Their interviews with the king 
and his prelates have been already noticed in the life of Andrew Melville, 'and 
it is only necessary to state here, tliat, after many attempts, as paltry as they. ' 
were unsuccessful, to win them over, to disunite them, and, when both these 
tailed, to lead them into expressions which might afterwards be made the ground- 
work of a prosecution, Andrew Melville was committed to the Tower of London. 
At the same time, James was ordered to leave London within six days for New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, beyond whicti he was not to be permitted to go above ten miles, 
on pain of rebellion. After an unsuccessful attempt to obtain some relaxation of 
the rigour of his uncle's coiiiinenient, he sailed from London on the 2d of July, 
LGO?."^ The confinement of James Melville at Newcastle, was attended by cir- 
cumstances of a peculiarly painful nature. His wife was at this time in her last 
iUness, but notwithstanding the urgency of the case, he could not be allowed the 
shortest period of absence ; he was, therefore compelled to reiimin in England, 
with the most perfect knowledge that lie must see his nearest earthly relation no 
more, and without an opportunity of performing the last duties. It was con- 
sidered a matter of special favour, that he was allowed to go to Anstruther for 
the arrangement of his family affairs after her death ; and even this permission 
was accompanied by peremptory orders, that he should not preach nor attend 
any meetings, and that he should return to England at the end of a month. 

The opposition of Melville to episcopacy continued as steady during his 
exile as it had been during the time of his ministry. When public disputations 
were proposed, in the following year, between the ministers who had yielded to 
the government and those who remained opposed, he disapproved of the plan, 
and stated his objections at full length in a letter to Mr John Dykes. He con- 
sidered such meetings by no means calculated for edification, and he well knew 
that, were their opponents to be persuaded by argument, abundant opportunities 
had already been afforded them. When the conferences were appointed to be 
held at Falkland and other places, he opposed them on the same grounds ; but, 
as the measure had been already determined on, he advised his brethren by let- 
ter to take every jirecaution for the regularity of their proceedings and the 
safety of their persons. As Melville had anticipated, no good effect was pro- 
duced ; the prelates were now quite independent of the goodness of their argu- 
ments for the support of their cause, and felt little inclination to humble tliem* 
selves so far as to contend with untitled presbyterians. 

Notwithstanding the decided conduct of Melville, several attempts were again 
made, during his residence at Newcastle, to enlist him in the service of the 
king. In the month of October, immediately following his sentence of banish- 
ment, Sir William Anstruther** waited on him. He was authorized by the king 
to say that, if Melville would waive his opinions, his majesty would not only re- 
ceive him into favour, but ** advance him beyond any minister in Scotland*’* 
Melville replied, that no man was more willing to serve the king in his calling 

3 M*Crie*8 Melville, second edition, vol. ii. p. 187* The date attached by Wodrow to 
Melville's embarkation, is the giid of June, and to his arrival at Newcastle, the lOtli of that 
month.— YTodroio's of James Meluille, p. 132. 

* Wodrow's Life of James Melville, p. 133. This gentleman is named Sir John Anstruther 
by Dr M*Crie ; Life of Melville, 2nd edit. vol. ii. p. 234. 
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than he^ and that hfs majesty knew very well his adection — what service he had 
done, and was willing to do in so far as conscience would suffer him ; adding 
that the king found no fault nor ill with him that he knew of, but that he would 
not be a bishop. ** If in my judgment and my conscience,” he conduded, after 
some further remarks, 1 thought it would not undo his majesty’s monarchy and 
the church of Christ within the same, and so bring on a fearful judgment, I 
could as gladly take a bishopric and serve the king therein as 1 could keep my 
breath within me, so far am 1 from delighting to contradict and oppone to his 
majesty, as is laid to my charge ; for in all things, saving my conscience, his 
majesty hath found, and shall find me most prompt to his pleasure and service.” 
With this reply the conversation ended. ^ 

During his exile various attempts were made by his parishioners to obtain 
leave for his return. In February, 16(18, the elders of the church of An- 
struther prepared a petition with that view, to be presented to the commissioners 
of the General Assembly, and when through stratagem they were prevented 
from presenting it, another was given in to the Assembly which met at Linlith* 
gow in July, 1609. An application to the king on his behalf was promised; 
but a reply which he made to a most unprovoked attack on the presbyterians in 
a sermon by the vicar of Newcastle, afforded the bishops and their friends a 
ready excuse for the non-ful61ment of this promise. To preserve appearances, 
the prelates did indeed transmit to court a representation in favour of the 
banished ministers ; but this is now ascertained to have been nothing more than 
a piece of the vilest hypocrisy. A private letter was transmitted at the same 
time, discouraging those very representations which in public they advocated, 
and urging the continuation of their banishment in unabated rigour. Equally 
unfavourable in their results, although we have less evidence of insincerity, 
were the fair promises of the earl of Dunbar and of archbishop Spottiswood.^ 

We have already noticed the anxious, though unsuccessful, efforts of Melville 
in behalf of his uncle. During the whole period of the imprisonment of 
Andrew Melville, his nephew’s attentions were continued. He supplied his 
uncle with money and such other necessaries as could be sent him, and received 
in return the productions of his muse. About this period their correspondence, 
which they maintained with surprising regularity, took a turn somewhat out of 
its usual course. James Melville had now been for two years a widower ; he 
had become attached to a lady, the daughter of the vicar of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, and he earnestly begged his uncle’s advice. The match was con- 
sidered unequal in point of years, and a long correspondence ensued, from 
which it became evident, that, while James’s respect for his uncle had led him 
to request his advice, his feelings had previously become too strongly interested 
to admit of any doubt as to the decision of the question. Finding his nephew’s 
happiness so deeply concerned in the result, Andrew Melville yielded, and the 
marriage accordingly took place. Whatever may have been his fears, it is but 
justice to state, that this connexion led to no compromise of principle, and that 
it was attended with the happiest results. 

It would seem that the bishops, not content with separating James Melville 
from his brethren, still thought themselves insecure if he was allowed to remain 

‘ Another representation in behalf of Melville appears to have been presmted to the 
Synod of Fife by his parishioners in 1610. Archbishop Gladstaiies, the only authority for 
this statement, writes thus on the subject to the king : “ As for me, I will not advise your 
majesty any thing in this matter, because 1 know not what is the man’s humour as yet» bat 
rather wish that, ere any such man get liberty, our turns iooksetling a while. Life m Glsd- 
stanes in Wodrow’s Biugraphical Collections, (at present printing fo^ the Maitland Club>) 
Vol . i. pp. 274, 5. So litUo cdnOdence, does it appear, had the bishops in the stability of thrir 
establishment. 
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at Newcastle^ They accordingly obtained an order for his removal to Carlisle, 
which was afterwards changed by the interest of his friends to Berwidc. 
About this period he was again urged by the earl of Dunbar to accede to the 
wishes of the king, but with as little success as formerly. That nobleman 
therefore took him with him to Berwick, where he continued almost to the 
date of his death. This period of his life seems to have been devoted to a work 
on the proper execution of which his mind was most anxiously bent^his 
Apology for the Church of Scotland. This work, which however he did not live - 
to see published, bears the title of Jacobi Melvini libellus Supplex Ecclesim 
Scoticanae Apologeticus.’’ It was printed at London and appcni-ed in 1645. 

, About the year 1612, Melville appears to have petitioned the king for 
liberty to return to his native country. He received for answer that he need 
indulge no hopes but by submitting absolutely to the acts of the General As- 
sembly of 1610. Such conditions he would not of course accept, and he con- 
sidered his return altogether hopeless. But the very measures which the king 
and the bishops had been pursuing were the means of carrying his wishes into 
eflect. The prelates had lately assumed a degree of hauteur wliicli the nobility 
could ill have brooked, even had they felt no jealousy of a class of men, who, 
raised from comparative obscurity, now formed a powerful opposition to the ancient 
councillors of the throne. They therefore determined to exert tlieir influence 
for the return of the ministers, and to second the representatioiis of their congre- 
gations and friends. In this even the bishops felt themselves obliged to join, 
and they at the same time determined upon a last attempt to obtain from the 
ministers a partial recognition of their authority, but in this they were unsuccess- 
ful. James Melville therefore obtained leave to return to SciHland, but it was now 
too late. His mind had for some time brooded with unceasing melancholy over 
the unhappy stale of the church, and his health declined at the same time. 
He had proceeded but a short way in his return home, when he was suddenly 
taken ill, and was with difliculty brought back to Berwick. Notwithstanding 
the prompt administration of medicine, his complaint soon exhibited fatal sym{>- 
toms; and, after lingering a few days, during wiiich he retained the most perfect 
traii<|uillity, and expressed the Armest convictions of the justice of the cause in 
which he suAered, he gently expired in the Afly-niiith year of his age, and 
eighth of his banishment. 

The character of Melville is so fully developed in the transactions of his life, 
that if the present sketch is in any degree complete, all attempt at its further de- 
lineation must be unnecessary. A list of his works will be found in the Notes 
to Dr M* Criers Life of Andrew Melville. Of these, one is his Diary, which has 
lately been printed as a contribution to the Bannatyne Club, and which has sup* 
plied the materials for the present sketch up to 1601, where it concludes. 
This Diary, combining, as it certainly does, perfect simplicity of style with a 
thorough knowledge of its principles, — containing the most interesting notices 
of himself and other public men, while it is perfectly free from egotism, — and,, 
above all, indicating throughout, the best feelings both of a Christian and a 
gentleman, is one of the most captivating articles in the whole range of auto- 
biographical history. It is no less remarkable than, in our estimation, it is un- 
questionable, that the most interesting additions to Scottish history, brought to 
light times, are written by persons of the same name. We allude to the 
Diary of James Melville, and the Memoirs of Sir James Melville, with which it 
must not be confounded. There is one point, however, in Melville^s Diary, 
which must forcibly strike every one who is acquainted with its author^s history, 
— we mean the allusion in many parts of his narrative to whatever evils befell 
the enemies of the church, as special instances of the Divine vengeance for their 
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oppocition to iti tneaiuiea. We mean not to deny that, in many cases, its eneiiites 
were highly criminal, although we are just as tar from asserting that the minis* 
ten did not sometimes arrogate to thoiiiselTes most extravagant powers ; far less 
do we mean to deny, that the Almighty does, in many cases, for obviously wise 
purposes, connect the crime and its punishment, even in this world. But against 
what, if not against this arrogant system of interpretation, can the words' of our 
Saviour, in reference to those eighteen on whom the tower of Siloam had fallen, 
jar those Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices, be direct> 
ed? And wliat, moreover, according to this doctrine, must we infer from the 
events of Melville's own last years ? We can scarcely consider him, if his mis* 
fortunes are to be the measure of our condemnation, anything short of Sallust's^ 
description of Catiline , — ** homo omnium qiios terra continet sceleratissiinus.” 

But while we condemn this theory, in connexion with Janies Melville's name, 
justice requires the admission, that it was by no means a peculiar tenet of his, 
— it was the doctrine of an age, rather than of an individual. It is, moreover, 
let it ever be remembered, to such men as Andrew and James Melville, that we 
owe much of our present liberty ; and, but for their firmness in the maintenance 
of those very principles which we are so apt to condemn, we might still have been 
acting those bloody scenes which have passed away with the reigns of Charles 
and of James. They struggled for their children, — for blessings, in the enjoy- 
ment of which they could never hope to participate. And let not us, who have 
entered into their labours, in our zeal to exhibit our superior enligliteninent, 
forget or underrate our obligations. The days may c:ome when our privileges 
may be taken away ; and how many of those who condemn the zeal and the 
principles of their forefathers, will be found prepared to hazard so inucdi for 
conscience’ sake, or to exhibit even a small portion of their courage and self- 
denied patriotism, in the attempt to regain them ? 


GLASGOW; 

GfOnCE UbUOkMAN, VRIKIEH, VILLAFIKI.U. 








